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S  we  are  now  about  to  take  our  final  leave  of  the 

Sandwich  [stands,  it  will  not  be  improper  to;  intro- 
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*  The  general  account' of  (be  Smidwich  Islancfs  giVen  By  Captain  Iting, 
has  b«en  substantially  confirmed  by  subsequent  voyagers.  Some  additional 

particulars^ 


,.,:.] 


I  Modem  Circumtiavigatiom,    part  hi*  book  hi. 

duce  here  some  general  account  of  their  situation  and  na- 
tural history^  and  of  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  inha- 
bitants. 

This  subject  has  indeed  been,  in  some  measure^  preoc- 
cupied by  persons  far  more  capable  of  doing  it  justice  than 
I  can  pretend  to  be.  Had  Captain  Cook  and  Mr  Ander- 
son lived  to  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  which  we 
enjoyed  by  a  return  to  these  islands,  it  cannot  be  question- 
ed, that  the  public  would  bave  derived  much  additional 
information  from  the  skill  and  diligence  of  two  such  accu- 
rate observers*  The  reader  will  therefore  lament  with  me 
our  common  misfortune,  which  hath  deprived  him  of  the 
labours  of  such  superior  abilities,  and  imposed  on  me  the 
task  of  presenting  him  with  the  best  supplementary  ac- 
count the  various  duties  of  my  station  peMnitted  me  to  fur- 
nish. 

This  group  consists  of  eleven  islands,  extending  in  lati- 
tude from  18*>  54'  to  22"  15'  N.,  and  in  longitude  from  I99* 
36'  to  205*  06'  E.  They  are  called  by  the  natives,  1.  Owhy- 
hee.  2*  Mowee.  S.  Ranai,  or  Oranai.  4.  Morotinnee, 
or  M orokinnee.  5.  Kahowrowee,  or  Tahoorowa.  6.  Mo- 
TOtoi,  or  Morokoi.  7.  Woahoo,  or  Oahoo.  8.  Atooi, 
Atowi,  or  Towi,  and  sometimes  Kowi.*  9.  Neeheehow,  or 
Oneeheow.  10.  Oreehoua,  or  Reehoua ;  and,  1 1.  Ta^ 
hoora ;  and  are  all  inhabited,  excepting  Morotinnee  and 
Tahoora.  Besides  the  islands  above  enumerated,  we  were 
told  by  the  Indians,  that  there  is  another  called  Modoo- 

Eapapa,'  or  Komodoopap^pa,  lying  to  the  W.S.W.  of  Ta- 
oora,  which  is  low  and  sandy,  and  visited  only  for  the 
purpose  of  catching  turtle  and  sea-fowl ;  and,  as  I  could 
never  learn  that  they  knew  of  any  others,  it  is  probable 
that  none  exist  in  their  neighbourhood. 
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particuTars,  ndC  fy'aity  means  vefy  fiiiportant,  have  resulted  from  their  en- 
quiries, from  which,  of  course,  it  had  been  easy  to  have  enlaraed  the  pre- 
sent and  two  following  sections,  by  supplementary  notes.  But  no  good 
end  would  be  answered  by  such  a  practice  in  the  present  case,  as  the  de- 
scription in  the  text  is  abundantly  complete  for  every  important  purpose, 
and  as  it  is  probable,  that,  in  the  course  of  this  work,  there  will  occur 
opportunities  of  communicating  whatever  is  valuable  in  the  narratives  of 
niore  recent  voyagers.— E. 

*  It  is  to  be  observed,  that,  among  the  windward  islands,  the  k  is  used 
instead  of  the  t,  as  Morokoi  instead  ofMorotoit  &c 

3  Modoo  signifies  island ;  popopo,  flat.  This  island  ia  called  Tamnata- 
poppa  by  Captain  Cook. 
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•  They  were  nam^d  by  Captain  Cook  the  Smdwich  Matub, 
in  honour  of  the  Earl  ot  Sandwich,  under  whobe  admi- 
nistration he  had  enriched  geography  with  so  many  splen- 
did and  important  discoveries;  a  tribute  justly  due  to  that 
noble  person  for  the  liberal  support  these  voyages  derived 
from  his  power,  in  whatever  could  extend  their  utility,  ot 
promote  their  success ;  for  the  zeal  with  which  he  second- 
ed the  views  of  that  ^eat  navigator ;  and,  if  I  may  be  al- 
lowed to  add  the  voice  of  private  gratitude,  for  the  gene- 
rouB  protection,  which,  since  the  death  of  their  unfortu- 
nate commander,  he  has  afforded  all  the  officers  that  ser- 
ved under  him. 

Owhyhee,  the  easternmost,  and  by  much  the  largest  of 
these  islands,  is  of  a  triangular  shape,  and  nearly  equilate- 
ral. The  angular  points  make  the  north,  east,  and  south 
extremities,  of  which  the  northern  is  in  latitude  20*  17'  N., 
longitude  804*  OS'  E.;  the  eastern  in  latitude  ly"*  $4,'  N., 
longitude  20^'  0&  £. ;  and  the  southerii  extremity  in  lati- 
tude 18^  54^  N.,  longitude  204*  15'  E.  Its  greatest  lengthy 
which  lies  in  a  direction  nearly  north  and  south,  is  28| 
leagues;  its  breadth  is .,24  leagues;  and  it  is  about  255 
geographical,  or  293  ^glish  miles  in  circumference.  The 
wh(Me  island  is  divided  into  six  large  districts ;  Amakooa 
and  Aheedoo,  which  lie  on  the  north-east  side ;  Apoona 
and  Kaoo  on  tM  south-east ;  Akona  and  Koaarra  on  the 
west.  /' 

The  distriofs  of  Amakooa  and  Aheedoo  are  separated  by 
a  mountain  called  Mounah  Kaah  (or  the  mountain  Kaah), 
which  rises  in  three  peaks,  perpetually  covered  with  snoWji 
and  may  h^  clearly  seen  at  40  leagues  distance. 

To  the  north  of  this  mountain  the  coast  consists  of  high 
and  abrupt  cliffs,  down  whicli  fall  many  beautiful  cascades 
of  water.  We  were  once  flattered  with  the  hopes  of  meet- 
ing with  a  harbour  round  a  bluff  head,  in  latitude  20*  10^ 
N.,  and  longitude  204*  26'  E. ;  but,  on  doubling  the  pointy 
and  standing  close  in,  we  found  it  connected  by  a  low 
valley,  with  another  high  head  to  the  north-west.  The 
country  rises  inland  with  a  gentle  ascent,  is  intersected  by 
deep  narrow  glens,  or  rather  chasms,  and  appeared  to  be 
well  cultivated  and  sprinkled  over  with  a  number  of  vil- 
lages. The  snowy  mountain  is  very  steep,  and  "the  lower 
part  of  it  covered  with  wood. 

The  coast  of  Aheedoo^  which  lies  to  the  south  of  Mouna 
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Kaah,  is  t>f  a  moderate  height,  and  the  interior  parts  ap* 
pear  more  even  than  the  country  to  the  north-west,  and 
Jess  broken  by  ravines.  Off  these  two  districts  we  cruised 
for  almost  a  month ;  and,  whenever  our  distance  from  shore 
would  permit  it,  were  sure  of  being  surrounded  by  canoes 
laden  with  all  kinds  of  refreshments.  We  had  frequently 
a  yery  heavy  sea,  and  great  swell  on  this  side  of  the  island ; 
and  as  we  had  no  soundings,  and  could  observe  much  foul 

Sound  off  the  shore,  we  never  approached  nearer  the  land 
an  two  or  three  leagues,  excepting  on  the  occasion  al- 
readv  mentioned. 

Tne  coast  to  the  north-east  of  Apoona,  which  forms  the 
eastern  extremity  of  the  island,  is  Jow  and  flat ;  the  accli- 
vity of  the  inland  parts  is  very  gradual,  and  the  whole 
country  covered  with  cocoa-nut  and  bread-fruit  trees.  This, 
a^  far  as  we  could  judse,  is  the  finest  part  of  the  island,  and 
we  were  afterward  told  that  the  king  had  a  place  of  resi- 
dence here.  At  the  south-west  extremity  the  hills  rise 
abruptly  from  the  sea  side,  leaving  but  a  narrow  border  of 
low  ground  toward  the  beach.  We  were  pretty  near  the 
shore  at  this  part  of  the  island,  and  found  the  sides  of  the 
hills  covered  with  a  fine  verdure ;  but  the  country  seemed 
to  be  very  thinly  inhabited^  On  doubling  the  east  point  of 
the  island,  we  came  in  sight  of  another  snowy  mountain, 
called  Mouna  Roa  (or  the  extensive  mountain),  which  con> 
tinued  to  be  a  very  conspicuous  object  all  the  while  we 
were  sailing  along  the  south-east  side.  It  is  flat  at  the  top, 
making  what  is  called  by  mariners  table-land ;  the  summit 
was  constantly  buried  in  snow,  and  we  once  saw  its  sides 
also  slightly  covered  for  a  considerable  way  dqwa ;  but  the 
greatest  part  of  this  disappeaired  again  in  a  few  days. 

According  to  the  tropical  line  of  snow,  as  determined  by 
M^Condamine,  from  observations  taken  on  the  Cordilleras, 
this  mountain  must  be  at  least  16,020, feet  high,  which  ex- 
ceeds the  height  of  the  Pico  de  Teyde,  or  Peak  of  Tene- 
riffe,  by  724  feet,  according  to  Dr  Heberden's  computai*. 
tion,  or  3,()80,  according  to  that  of  the. Chevalier  de  Borda. 
The  peaks  of  Mouna  Kaah  appeared  to  be  about  half  a 
mile  nigh  ;  and  as  they  are  entirely  covered  with  snow,  the 
altitude  of  their  summits  cannot  be  less  than  18,400  feet.  < 
But  it  is  probable  that  both  these  mountains  may  be  con- 
siderably higher.  For  in  insular  situations,  the  eflects  of 
the  warm  sea  air  must  necessarily  remove  the  line  of  snow 
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in  equal  latitudes,  to  a  creater  height  than  where  the  at- 
mosphere is  chilled  on  all  sides  by  an  immense  tract  of  per- 
petual snow. 

The  coast  of  Kaoo  presents  a  prospect  of  the  most  horrid 
and  dreary  kind  ;  the  whole  country  appearing  to  have  un- 
dergone a  total  change  from  the  effects  of  some  dreadful 
convulsion.  The  ground  is  every  where  covered  with  cin- 
ders, and  intersected  in  many  places  with  black  streaks, 
which  seem  to  mark  the  course  of  a  lava  that  has'flowed, 
not  many  ages  back,  from  the  mountain  Roa  to  the  shore. 
The  southern  promontory  looks  like  the  mere  dregs  of  a 
volcano.  The  projecting  head-land  is  coniposed  of  broken 
and  craggy  rocks,  piled  irregularly  on  one  another)  and 
terminating  in  sharp  points. 

Notwithstanding  the  dismal  aspect  of  this  part  of  the 
island,  there  are  many  villages  scattered  over  it,  and  it  cer- 
tainly is  much  more  populous  than  the  verdant  mountains 
of  Apoona.  Nor  is  this  circumstance  hard  to  be  accounted 
for.  As  these  islanders  have  no  cattle,  they  have  conse- 
quently no  use  for  {lastura^e,  and  therefore  naturally  pre- 
fer such  ground  as  either  lies  more  convenient  for  fishing, 
or  is  best  suited  to  the  cultivation  of  yams  and  plantains. 
Now  amidst  these  ruins,  there  are  many  patches  of  rich 
soil,  which  are  carefully  laid  out  in  plantations,  and  the 
neighbouring  sea  abounds  with  a  variety  of  most  excellent 
fish,  with  which,  as  well  as  with  other  provisions,  we  were 
always  plentifully  supplied.  Off  this  part  of  the  coast  wc 
could  find  no  ground,  at  less  than  a  cable's  length  from  the 
shore,  with  a  hundred  and  sij^ty  fathoms  of  line,  excepting 
ifl  a  small  bight  to  the  eastward  of  the  south  point,  where 
we  had  regular  soundings  of  fifty  and  fifty-eight  fathoms 
over  a  bottom  of  fine  sand.  Before  we  proceed  to  the 
western  districts,  it  may  be  necessary  to  remark,  that  the 
whole  east  side  of  the  island,  from  the  northern  to  the  sou- 
thern extremity,  does  not  afford  the  smallest  harbour  oi* 
shelter  for  shipping. 

The  south-west  parts  of  Akona  are  in  the  same  state 
with  the  adjoining  district  of  Kaoo;  but  farther  to  the 
north,  the  country  has  been  cultivated  with  great  pains,  and 
is  extremely  populous. 

In  this  part  of  the  island  is  situated  Karakakooa  Bay, 
which  has  been  already  described.  Along  the  coast  no- 
thing is  seen  but  large  masses  of  slag,  and  the  fragments  of 
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black  scorched  rocks ;  behind  which,  the  ground  rises  gra* 
dually  for  about  two  miles  and  a  half,  and  appears  to  have 
been  formerly  covered  with  loose  burnt  stones.  These  the 
natives  have  taken  the  pains  of  clearing  away,  frequently 
to  the  depth  of  three  feet  and  upward ;  which  labour,  great 
as  it  is,  the  fertility  of  the  soil  amply  repays.  Here  in  a 
rich  ashy  mould,  they  cultivate  sweet  potatoes  and  the 
cloth-plant.  The  fields  are  enclosed  with  stone-fences,  and 
are  interspersed  with  sroves  of  cocoa-nut  trees.  On  the 
rising  sround  beyond  these,  the  bread-fruit  trees  are  plant- 
ed, and  flourish  with  the  greatest  luxuriance. 

Koaara  extends  from  the  westernmost  point  to  the  nor- 
thern extremity  of  the  island ;  the  whole  coast  between 
ihem  forming  an  extensive  bay,  called  Toe-yah-yah,  which 
is  bounded  to  the  north  by  two  very  conspicuous  bills.  To- 
ward the  bottom  of  this  bay  there  is  foul  oorally  ground, 
extending  upward  of  a  mile  from  the  shore,  without  which 
the  soundinffs  are  regular,  with  good  anchorage,  in  twenty 
fathoms.  The  country,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach, 
seemed  fruitful  and  well  inhabited,  the  soil  being  in  ap- 
pearance of  the  same  kind  with  the  district  of  Kaoo ;  but 
no  fresh  water  is  to  be  got  here. 

I  have  hitherto  confined  myself  to  the  coasts  of  this 
island,  and  the  adjacent  country,  which  is  all  that  I  had  an 
opportunity  of  being  acquainted  with  from  my  own  obser- 
vation. The  only  account  1  can  give  of  the  interior  parts, 
is  from  the  information  I  obtained  from  a  party,  who  set 
out  on  the  afternoon  of  the  26th  of  January,  on  an  expedi- 
tion up  the  country,  with  an  intention  of  penetrating  as  far 
as  they  could  ;  and  principally  of  reaching,  if  possible,  the 
snowy  mountains. 

Having  procured  two  natives  to  serve  them  as  guides, 
they  left  the  village  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  di- 
recting their  course  a  little  to  the  southward  of  the  east. 
To  the  distance  of  three  or  four  miles  from  the  bay,  they 
found  the  country  as  before  described  ;  the  hills  afterward 
rose  with  a  more  sudden  ascent,  which  brought  them  to  the 
extensive  plantations  that  terminate  the  view  of  the  coun- 
try, as  seen  from  the  ships.  ^ctr^;^  Vi  f  >'»r- 

These  plantations  consist  of  the  tarrow,^  or  eddy  root, 

and 

*■  Both  die  sweet  potatoes,  and  the  tarrow,  are  here  planted  four  feet 
from  each  other;  the  former  was  earthed  up  almost  to  the  top  of  the 

stalk, 
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and  th«  sweet  potatoei  with  plants  of  the  cloth  tree,  neatly 
set  oat  in  rows.  The  walls  that  separate  them  are  made  of 
the  loose  burnt  stones,  which  are  got  in  clearing  the  ground ; 
and  being  entirely  concealed  by  sugar-canes,  planted  close 
on  each  side,  make  the  moat  beautiful  fences  that  can  be 
conceived.  The  party  stopped  for  the  night  at  the  second 
hut  they  found  amongst  the  plantations,  where  they  judged 
themselves  to  be  about  six  or  seven  miles  from  the  ships* 
They  described  the  prospect  from  this  spot  as  very  delight- 
ful ;  they  saw  the  ships  m  the  bay  before  them  ;  to  theleffc 
a  continued  range  oi  villages,  interspersed  with  groves  of 
cocoa-nut  trees,  spreading  along  the  sea-shore;  a  thick 
wood  stretching  out  of  sight  behind  them ;  and  tw  the  right 
an  extent  of  ground,  laid  out  in  regular  and  well-cultivated 
plantations,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach. 

Near  this  spot,  at  a  distance  from  any  other  dwelling,  the 
natives  pointed  out  to  them  the  residence  of  a  hermit,  who, 
they  said,  had  formerly  been  a  great  chief  and  warrior,  but 
had  long  ago  quitted  the  shores  of  the  island,  and  now  ne- 
ver stirred  from  his  cottage.  They  prostrated  themselves 
as  they  approached  him,  and  afterward  presented  to  him  a 
part  of  such  provisions  as  they  had  brought  with  them. 
His  behaviour  was  easy  and  cheerful;  he  scarce  shewed 
any  marks  of  astonishment  at  the  sight  of  oar  people,  and 
though  pressed  to  accept  some  of  our  curiosities,  he  de-< 
clined  the  offer,  and  soon  withdrew  to  his  cottage.  He  was 
described  as  b^  far  the  oldest  person  any  of  the  party  had 
ever  seen,  and  judged  to  be,  by  those  who  computed  his  age 
at  the  lowest,  upward  of  100  years  old. 

As  our  people  had  imagined  the  mountain  not  to  be 
more  than  ten  or  twelve  miles  from  the  bay,  and  conse- 
quently that  they  should  reach  it  with  ease  early  the  next 
morning,  an  error  into  which  its  great  height  had  probably 
•  ;  -I  .*i>-vi ',«,..- ^-'?'  led 
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stalk,  with  about  half  a  bushel  of  b'ght  mould ;  the  latter  is  left  bare  to  the 
root,  and  the  mould  round  it  is  made  in  the  form  of  a  basin,  in  order  to 
hold  the  rain-water,  as  this  root  requires  a  certain  degree  of  moisture.  It 
has  been  before  observed,  that  the  tarrow,  at  the  Friendly  and  Society 
Islands,  was  always  planted  in  low  and  moist  situations,  and  generally 
where  there  was  the  convenience  af  a  rivulet  to  flood  it  It  was  imagined 
that  this  mode  of  culture  was  absolutely  necessary ;  but  we  now  found, 
tliat,  with  the.precBution  above-mentioned,  it  succeeds  equally  well  in  a 
drier  situation ;  indeed,  we  all  remarked,  that  the  tarrow  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands  is  the  best  we  had  ever  tasted.  The  plantains  are  not  admitted  in 
these  plantations,  but  grow  amongst  the  bread-fruit  trees. 
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led  tlieiD,  they  were  now  much  surprised  to  find  the  dis* 
tance  scarce  perceptibly  diininisheu.  This  circumstance, 
together  with  the  uninnabited  state  of  the  country  they 
were  going  to  enter,  made  it  necessary  to  procure  a  supply 
of  provisions ;  and  for  that  purpose  they  dispatched  one  of 
their  guides  back  to  the  village.  Whilst  they  were  waiting 
his  return,  they  were  joined  by  some  of  Kaoo's  servants, 
whom  that  benevolent  old  man  had  sent  after  them,  ai  soon 
as  he  heard  of  their  jourhev,  laden  with  refreshments,  and 
authorised,  as  their  route  fay  through  his  grounds,  to  de- 
mand and  take  away  whatever  they  might  have  occasion 
for.  ■» 

Our  travellers  were  much  astonished  to  find  the  cold  here 
so  intense ;  but  having  no  thermometer  with  them,  could 
judge  of  it  only  by  their  feelings,  which,  from  the  warm 
atmosphere  they  had  left,  must  have  been  a  very  fallacious 
measure.  They  found  it,  however,  so  coltl,  that  they  could 
get  but  little  sleep,  and  the  natives  none  at  all ;  both  par- 
ties being  disturbed,  the  whole  night,  by  continued  cough- 
ing.  As  they  could  not,  at  this  time,  be  at  any  very  con- 
siderable height,  the  distance  from  the  sea  being  only  six 
or  seven  miles,  and  part  of  the  road  on  a  very  moderate 
ascent,  this  extraordinary  degree  of  cold  must  be  ascribed 
to  the  easterly  wind  blowing  freeh  over  the  snowy  mouQ<i 
tains.  At 

Early  on  the  27th  they  set  out  again,  and  filled  their 
calibashes  at  an  excellent  well  about  half  a  mile  from  their 
hut.  Having  passed  the  plantations,  they  came  to  a  thick 
wood,  which  they  entered  by  a  path  made  for  the  conve-i 
nience  of  the  natives,  who  go  thither  to  fetch  the  wild  or 
horse-plantain,  and  to  catch  birds.  Their  progress  now 
became  very  slow,  and  attended  with  much  labour;  the 
ground  being  either  swampy,  or  covered  with  large  stones; 
the  path  narrow,  and  frequently  interrupted  by  trees  lying 
across  it,  which  it  was  necessary  to  climb  over,  the  thick- 
ness of  the  underwood  on  both  sides  making  it  impossible 
•to  pass  round  them.  In  these  woods  they  observed,  at 
small  distances,  pieces  of  white  cloth  fixed  on  poles,  which 
they  supposed  to  be  land-marks  for  the  division  of  proper- 
ty, as  they  only  met  with  them  where  the  wild  plantains 
grew.  The  trees,  which  are  of  the  same  kind  with  those 
we  called  the  spice-tree  at  New  Holland,  were  lofty  and 
straight,  and  from  two  to  four  feet  in  circumference. 
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•(After  they  had  advanced  about  ten  miles  in  the  wood, 
thev  had  the  mortiiicatioa  to  tiiid  thcmaelvefi,  on  •  ludden, 
within  tight  o('  tlie  tea,  aad  at  no  great  diittunce  from  it; 
the  path  having  turned  imperceptibly  to  tlie  louthward, 
and  carried  them  to  the  right  of  the  mountain,  which  it  was 
their  object  to  reach.  Tlieir  disappointment  was  greatly 
increased  by  the  uncertainly  they  were  now  under  of  its 
true  bearings,  since  they  could  not,  at  this  time,  get  a  view 
of  it  from,  the  top  of  the  highest  trees.  They,  therefore, 
found  themselves  obliged  to  walk  back  six  or  seven  miles 
to  an  unoccupied  hut,  where  they  had  left  three  of  the  na- 
tives and  two  of  tlieir  own  people,  with  the  small  stock  that 
remained  of  their  provisions.  Here  they  spent  the  second 
night ;  and  the  uir  was  so  very  sharp*  and  so  little  to  the 
liking  of  their  guides,  that,  by  the  morning,  they  had  all 
departed,  except  one. 

The  want  of  provisions  now  making  it  necessary  to  re* 
turn  to  some  of  the  cultivated  parts  of  the  island,  they 
quitted  the  wood  by  the  same  pHth  tlit^y  had  entered  it; 
and,  on  their  arrival  at  the  plantations,  were  surrounded  by 
the  natives,  of  whom  they  purchased  a  fresh  stock  of  ne- 
cessaries ;  and  prevailed  upon  two  of  them  to  supply  the 
place  of  the  guides  that  were  gone  awa^.  Having  obtained 
the  best  information  in  their  power,  with  regard  to  the  di- 
rection of  their  road,  the  party,  being  now  nine  in  number, 
inarched  along  the  skirts  of  the  wood  for  six  or  seven  miles, 
and  then  entered  it  asain  by  a  path  that  bore  to  the  east- 
ward. .  For  the  first  three  miles  they  passed  through  a  fo- 
rest of  lofty  spice-trees,  crowing  on  a  strong  rich  loam ;  at 
the  back  of  which  they  lound  an  equal  extent  of  low  shrub- 
by trees,  with  much  thick  underwood,  on  a  bottom  of  loose 
burnt  stones.  This  led  them  to  a  second  forest  of  spice- 
trees,  and  the  same  rich  brown  soil,  which  was  again  suc- 
ceeded by  a  barren  ridge  of  the  same  nature  with  the  for- 
mer. This  alternate  succession  may,  perhaps,  atford  mat- 
ter of  curious  speculation  to  naturalists.  The  only  addi- 
tional circumstance  I  could  learn  relating  to  it  was,  that 
these  ridges  appeared,  as  far  as  they  could  be  seen,  to  run 
in  directions  parallel  to  the  aea-shore,  and  to  have  Mouna 
Koa  for  their  centre. 

In  passing  through  the  woods  they  found  many  canoes 
lialfrfinished,  and  here  and  there  a  hut ;  but  saw  none  of 
the  inhabitants.  Having  penetrated  near  three  miles  into 
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the  lecond  wood,  they  came  to  two  huti,  where  they  ttop^ 
pedf  exceedingly  fatigued  with  the  day'i  jouraey*  having 
walked  not  lei*  than  twenty  inilei,  according  to  their  own 
computation.  At  they  had  met  with  no  ipringt,  froai  the 
time  they  left  the  piantation-ground,  and  began  to  luffier 
much  from  the  violence  of  their  thirst,  they  were  obliged, 
before  the  night  came  on,  to  separate  into  parties,  and  go 
in  search  of  water ;  and,  at  last,  found  some  left  by  rain  m 
the  bottom  of  an  unfinished  canoe,  which,  though  of  the 
colour  of  red  wine,  was  to  them  no  unwelcome  discovery. 
lo  the  night,  the  cold  was  still  more  intense  than  they  had 
found  it  before ;  and  though  they  had  wrapped  themselves 
up  in  mats  and  cloths  of  the  country,  and  kept  a  large  fire 
between  the  two  huts,  they  could  yet  sleep  but  very  little, 
and  were  obliged  to  walk  about  the  greatest  part  of  the 
night.  Their  elevation  was  now  probably  pretty  consider- 
able,  as  the  ground  on  which  they  had  travelled  had  been 
generally  on  the  ascent. 

On  the  29th,  at  day-break,  they  set  out,  intending  to 
make  their  last  and  utmost  effort  to  reach  the  snowy  moun- 
tain ;  but  their  spirits  were  much  depressed,  when  they 
found  they  had  expended  the  miserable  pittance  jf  water 
they  had  found  the  night  before.  The  path,  which  ex- 
tended no  farther  than  where  canoes  had  been  built,  was 
now  at  an  end  ;  and  they  were  therefore  obliged  to  make 
their  way  as  well  as  they  could ;  every  now  and  then 
climbing  up  into  the  highest  trees,  to  explore  the  coun- 
try round.  At  eleven  o'clock,  Lhey  came  to  a  ridge  of 
burnt  stones,  from  the  top  nf  which  they  saw  the  snowy 
mountain,  appearing  to  be  about  Lwelve  or  fourteen  miles 
from  them. 

It  was  here  deliberated,  whether  they  should  proceed 
any  further,  or  rest  satisfied  with  the  view  they  now  had  of 
Mouna  Rao.  The  road,  ever  since  the  path  ceased,  had 
become  exceedingly  fatiguing;  and  every  step  they  ad- 
vanced was  growing  still  more  so.    The  deep  chinks,  with 

hich  the  eround  was  every  where  broken,  being  slightly 
covered  witn  moss,  made  them  stumble  at  almost  every 
step;  and  the  intermediate  space  was  a  surface  '  :oose 
burnt  stones,  which  broke  unde:  their  feet  like  potsheid-^ 
They  threw  stones  into  several  of  these  chinks,  w  Mch,  hj 
the  noise  they  made,  seemed  to  fall  to  a  considerable  depth, 
and  the  ground  sounded  hollow  under  their  feet.    Besides 
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thcM  ditcooraging  circumttances,  'iey  found  their  guide* 
to  averie  to  going  on,  that  they  t>eh8vi  ^,  whatever  their 
own  determinations  might  have  b(><  they  could  not  have 
prevailed  on  them  to  remain  otii  Another  night.  They 
therefore  at  laat  agreed  to  return  'o  the  ship*,  atW  taking 
•  view  of  the  country,  from  the  iiighett  tree<<  which  the 
place  afforded.  From  this  elevation  they  saw  themselves 
surrounded,  on  all  sides,  with  wood  toward  the  sea ;  they 
could  not  distinguish,  in  the  horiion,  the  sky  from  the  war 
ter;  and  between  them  and  the  snowj  mountain,  was  a 
vallev  ab  ^ut  seven  or  eight  miles  broad,  above  which  the 
mot  i^'.n  appeared  only  as  a  hill  of  a  moderate  size. 

'  I..,  I  td  this  night  at  a  hut  in  the  second  wood,  and, 
on  .Le  30ih,  before  noon,  they  had  got  clear  of  the  first, 
•ir  ^  V>und  lliemselves  about  nine  miles  to  the  north<east  of 
the  ihips,  toward  which  they  directed  their  march  through 
the  plantations.  As  they  passed  along,  they  did  not  observe 
a  siofle  spot  of  ground  that  was  capable  of  improvement 
left  unplanted ;  and  indeed  it  appeared,  from  their  accouot, 
hardly  possible  for  the  country  to  be  cultivated  to  greater 
advantage  for  the  purposes  of  the  inhabitants,  or  made  to 
yield  them  a  larger  supply  of  necessaries  for  their  subsist- 
ence. They  were  surprised  to  meet  with  keveral  fields  of 
hay  ;  and,  on  enquiring  to  what  uses  it  was  applied,  were 
told,  it  was  designed  to  cover  the  young  tarrow  grounds,  in 
order  to  preserve  them  from  being  scorched  by  the  sun. 
They  saw  a  few  scattered  huts  amongst  the  plantations, 
which  served  for  occasional  shelter  to  the  labourers ;  but 
DO  villages  at  a  greater  distance  than  four  or  five  miles  from 
the  sea.  Near  one  of  them,  about  four  miles  from  the  bay, 
they  found  a  cave,  forty  fathoms  long,  three  broad,  and 
of  the  same  height.  It  was  open  at  both  ends ;  the  sides 
were  fluted,  as  if  wrought  with  a  chisel,  and  the  surface 
glazed  over,  probably  by  the  action  of  fire.  >i 

Having  given  this  account  of  the  most  material  circum- 
stances that  occurred  on  the  expedition  to  the  snowy  moun- 
tain, I  shall  now  retvrn  to  the  other  islands  that  remain  to 
be  described. 

'^^\e  island  next  in  size  and  nearest  in  situation  to  Owhy- 
hee,  is  Mowbe,  which  lies  at  the  distance  of  eight  leM^nea 
N.N.W.  from  the  former,  and  is  one  hundred  and  fortj 
geographical  miles  in  circumference.  A  low  isthmus  di- 
vides it  into  two  circular  peninsulas,  of  which  that  to  the 
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east  is  called  Whamaclooa,  and  is  double  the  size  of  the 
Mrestern  peninsula  called  Owhyrookoo.  The  mountains  in 
both  rise  to  an  exceeding  great  height,  having  been  seen 
by  us  at  the  distance  of  upward  of  thirty  leagues.  The 
northern  shores,  like  those  of  Owhyhee,  afford  no  sound- 
ings ;  and  the  country  presents  the  same  appearance  of 
verdure  and  fertility.  To  the  south-east,  between  this  and 
the  adjacent  isles,  we  had  regular  depths  with  a  hundred 
and  fifty  fathoms,  with  a  sandy  bottom.  From  the  west 
point,  which  is  low,  runs  a  shoal,  stretching  out  toward 
Kanai,  to  a  considerable  distance ;  and  to  the  southward  of 
this  is  a  fine  spacious  bay,  with  a  sandy  beach,  shaded  with 
coooa-nut  trees.  It  is  probable  that  good  anciiorage  might 
be  found  here,  with  shelter  from  the  prevailing  winds,  and 
that  the  beach  affords  a  convenient  place  for  landing.  The 
country  behind  presents  a  most  romantic  appearance.  The 
hills  rise  almost  perpend  icularly ,  in  a  great  variety  of  peaked 
forms  ;  and  their  steep  sides,  and  the  deep  chasms  between 
them,  are  covered  with  trees,  amongst  which  those  of  the 
bread-fruit  were  observed  particularly  to  abound.  The  tops 
of  these  hills  are  entirely  bare,  and  of  a  reddish  brown  co- 
lour. We  were  informed  by  the  natives  that  there  is  a  har- 
bour to  the  southward  of  the  east  point,  which  they  afhrm- 
ed  to  be  superior  to  that  of  Karakakooa ;  and  we  were  also 
told,  that,  on  the  north-west  side,  there  was  another  har- 
bour, called  Keepookeepoo, 

Tahoorowa  is  a  small  island  lying  off  the  S.W.  part  of 
Mowee,  from  which  it  is  distant  three  leagues.  This  island 
is  destitute  of  wood,  and  the  soil  seems  to  be  sandy  and 
barren.  Between  Tahowrowa  and  Mowee  lies  the  small  un- 
inhabited island  Morrotinnee. 

Morotoi  is  only  two  leag;^ues  and  a  half  from  Mowee  to 
the  W.N.VV.  The  south-western  coast,  which  was  the  only 
part  near  which  we  approached,  is  very  low,  but  the  land 
rises  backward  to  a  considerable  height ;  and,  at  the  dis- 
tance from  which  we  saw  it,  appeared  to  be  entirely  with- 
out wood,  its  produce,  we  are  told,  consists  chiefly  of 
yams.  It  may,  probably,  have  fresh  water,  and  on  the  south 
and  west  sides,  the  coast  forms  several  bays  that  promise 
good  shelter  from  the  trade-winds. 

Raoai  is  about  three  leagues  distant  from  Mowee  and 
Morotoi,  and  lies  to  the  S.W.  of  the  passage  between  these 
islands.  The  country  to  the  S,  is  high  and  craggy ;  but  the 
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other  parts  of  the  island  had  a  better  aspect,  and  appeared 
to  be  well  inhabited.  We  were  told  that  it  produces  very 
few  plantains  and  bread-fruit  trees ;  b&t  \,\\^i  it  abounds  ia, 
roots,  such  as  yams,  sweet  potatoes,  and  tarrow. 

Woahoo  lies  to  the  N.W.  of  Morotoi,  at  the  distance  of 
about  seven  leagues.  As  far  as  we  could  judge  from  the  ap^ 
pearance  of  the  N.E.  and  N.VV.  parts,  {for  we  saw  nothing 
of  the  southern  side,)  it  is  by  far  the  tinest  island  of  the, 
whole  group.  Nothing  can  exceed  the  verdure  of  the  hills, 
the  variety  of  wood  and  lawn,  and.  rich  cultivated  vallies, 
which  the  whole  face  of  the  country  displayed.  Having 
already  given  a  description  of  the  bay,  formed  by  the  N. 
and  W.  extremities,  in  which  we  came  to  an  anchor,  I  have 
only  to  observe,  that  in  the  bight  of  the  bay,  to  the  S.  of 
the  anchoring-place,  we  found  rocky  foal  ground,  two  miles' 
from  the  shore.  Siiould  the  ground  tackling  of  a  ship  be 
weak,  and  the  wind  blow  strong  from  the  N.,  to  which 
quarter  the  road  is  entirely  open,  this  circuuistanoe  might 
be  attended  with  some  danger;  but  with  good  cables  there 
would  be  little  risk,  as  the  ground  from  the  anchoring-, 
place,  which  is  opposite  to  the  valley  through  wbicji  the 
river  runs  to  the  N*  point,  is  a  fine  sand»  <  ^.■r,.,,./ : 

Atooi  lies  to  the  N.W.  of  Woahoo,  and  is  distant  from, 
it  about  twenty-five  leagues.  The  face  of  the  country  to  the 
N.E.  and  N.W.,  is  broken  and  ragged,  but  to  the  S.  it  is 
more  even ;  the  hills  rise  with  a  gentle  slope  from  the  sea- 
side,  and,  at  some  distance  back,  are  covered  with  wood. 
Its  productions  are  the  same  with  those  of  the  other  islands ; 
but  the  inhabitants  far  surpass  all  the  neighbouring  island- 
ers in  the  management  of  their  plantations.  In  the  low 
grounds,  adjoining  to  the  bay  where  we  lay  at  anchor,  these 
plantations  were  divided  by  deep  and  regular  ditches ;  the, 
fences  were  made  with  a  neatness  approaching  to  elegance, 
and  the  roads  through  them  were  thrown  up  and  finished 
in  a  manner  that  would  have  done  credit  to  any  Europeaa 
engineer. 

Oneeheow  lies  five  leagues  to  the  westward  of  Atooi* 
The  eastern  coast  is  high,  and  rises  abruptly  from  the  sea, 
hut  the  rest  of  the  island  consists  of  low  grcund,  excepting 
a  round  bluff  head  on  the  S.E..  point.  It  produces  abun- 
dance of  yams,  and  ol  the  sweet  root  called  Tee,  but  we  got 
from  it  no  other  sort  of  provisions. 

Qreehow  and  Tahoora  are  two  small  islands  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood 


i\ 


l-r 


A, 


"k:  ■ 


14 


Modern  Circunmavigatiom,    part  hi.  book  tii. 


bonrhood  of  Oneeheow.  The  former  is  a  single  high  ham- 
mock, joined  by  a  reef  of  coral  rocks  to  the  northern  extre- 
mity of  Oneeheow.  The  latter  lies  to  the  S.\V.,  and  is  un- 
inhabited. 

The  climate  of  the  Sandwich  islands  differs  very  little 
from  that  of  the  West  India  islands,  which  lie  in  the  same 
latitude.  Upon  the  whole,  perhaps,  it  may  be  rather  more 
temperate.  The  thermometer  on  shore  in  Karakakooa  Bay, 
never  rose  higher  than  88**,  and  that  but  one  day ;  its  mean 
height  at  noon  was  83*.  In  Wymoa  Bay,  its  mean  height 
at  noon  was  76*,  and  when  out  at  sea  75®.  The  mean  height 
of  the  thermometer  at  noon,  in  Jamaica,  is  about  86*,  at 
sea  SO*. 

Whether  they  be  subject  to  the  same  violent  winds  and 
hurricanes,  we  could  not  discover,  as  we  were  not  there  ia 
any  of  the  stormy  'months.  However,  as  the  natives  gave 
us  no  positive  testimony  of  the  fact,  and  no  traces  of  their 
effects  were  any  where  visible,  it  is  probable  that,  in  this  re- 
spect, they  resemble  the  Society  and  Friendly  islands* 
which  are,  in  a  great  measure,  free  from  these  dreadful  vi- 
sitations* ■  «*  u-j;4^vffi.^-:):j^ii| 

During  the  four  winter  months  that  we  remained  amongst 
these  islands,  there  was  more  rain,  especially  in  the  interior 
parts,  than  usually  falls  during  the  dry  season  in  the  islands 
of  the  West  Indies.  We  generally  saw  clouds  collecting 
round  the  tops  of  the  hills,  and  producing  rain  to  leeward ; 
but  after  they  are  separated  from  the  land  by  the  wind, 
they  disperse  and  are  lost,  and  others  succeed  in  their  place. 
This  happened  daily  at  Owhyhee ;  the  mountainous  parts 
being  generally  enveloped  in  a  cloud  ;  successive  showers 
falling  m  the  inland  country,  with  fine  weather,  and  a  clear 
sky  at  the  sea-shore. 

The  winds  in  general  were  from  E.S.E.  to  N.E. ;  though 
they  sometimes  varied  a  few  points  each  way  to  the  N.  and 
S.,  but  these  were  light,  and  of  short  duration.  In  the  har- 
bour of  Karakakooa  we  had  a  constant  land  and  sea-breeze 
evenr  day  and  night. 

The  currents  seemed  very  uncertain,  sometimes  setting 
to  windward,  and  at  other  times  to  leeward,  without  any 
regularity.  They  did  not  appear  to  be  governed  by  the 
winds,  nor  any  other  cause  that  I  can  assign ;  they  frequent- 
ly set  to  windward  against  a  fresh  breeze. 

The  tides  are  very  regular,  flowing  and  ebbing  six  hours 

each. 
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each.  The  flood  comes  from  the  eastward ;  a  jd  it  is  high 
water,  at  the  full  and  change  of  the  moon,  forty-five  minutes 
past  three,  apparent  time.  Their  greatest  rise  is  two  feet 
seven  inches;  and  we  always  observed  the  water  to  be  four 
inches  higher  when  the  moon  was  above  the  horizon,  than 
when  it  was  below.  :  jw;: <-^ -^    ■),  j 

The  quadrupeds  in  these,  as  in  all  the  other  islands  that 
have  been  discovered  in  the  South  Sea,  are  confined  to 
thi'ee  sorts,  dogs,  hoes,  and  rats.  The  does  are  of  the  same 
species  with  tliose  ot  Otaheite,  having  short  crooked  legs, 
long  backs,  and  pricked  ears.  I  did  not  observe  any  variety 
in  them,  except  in  their  skins,  some  having  long  and  rough 
hair,  and  others  being  quite  smooth.  They  are  about  the 
size  of  a  common  turnspit,  exceedingly  sluggish  in  their  na- 
ture, though  perhaps  this  may  be  more  owing  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  are  treated,  than  to  any  natural  disposi- 
tion in  them.  They  are  in  general  fed  and  left  to  herd  with 
the  hogs ;  and  1  do  not  recollect  one  instance  in  which  a 
doe  was  made  a  companion  in  the  manner  we  do  in  Europe. 
Indeed  the  custom  of  eating  them  is  an  inseparable  bar  to 
their  admission  into  society;  and,  as  there  are  neither 
beasts  of  prey  in  the  island,  nor  objects  of  chase,  it  is  pro- 
bable that  the  social  qualities  of  the  dog,  its  fidelity,  at- 
tachment, and  sagacity,  will  remain  unknown  to  the  na- 
tives. 

The  number  of  dogs  in  these  islands  did  not  appear  to  be 
nearly  equal,  in  proportion,  to  those  in  Otaheite.  But  on 
the  other  hand,  they  abound  much  more  in  hogs ;  and  the 
breed  is  of  a  larger  and  weightier  kind.  The  supply  of  pro- 
visions of  this  kind  which  we  got  from  them  was  really  as- 
tonishing. We  were  near  four  months,  either  cruising  off 
the  coast,  or  in  harbour  at  Owhyhee.  During  all  this  time, 
a  large  allowance  of  fresh  pork  was  constantly  served  to 
both  crews,  so  that  our  consumption  was  computed  at  about 
sixty  puncheons  of  five  hundred  weight  each.  Besides  this, 
and  tne  incredible  waste  which,  in  the  midst  of  such  plen- 
ty, was  not  to  be  guarded  against,  sixty  puncheons  more 
were  salted  for  sea-store.  The  greatest  part  of  this  supply 
was  drawn  from  the  island  of  Owhyhee  alone,  and  yet  we 
could  not  perceive  that  it  was  at  all  drained,  or  even  that 
the  abundance  had  any  way  decreased. 

The  birds  of  these  islands  are  as  beautiful  as  any  we  have 
seen  during  the  voyage,  and  are  numerous^  though  not  va- 
rious. 
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rious.  iThere  are  four,  which  seem  to  helong  to  the  trochiK, 
or  honey-suckers  of  Linnaeus ;  one  of  which  is  something; 
larger  than  a  bullfinch ;  its  colour  is  a  fine  glossy  black,  the 
rump,  vent,  and  thighs,  a  deep  yellow.  It  is  called  by  the 
natives  hookoo»  Auother  is  of  an  exceedingly  bright  scar- 
let colour ;  the  wings  black,  and  edged  with  white;  and  the 
tail  black  ;  its  native  name  is  eeeeve.  A  third,  which  seems 
to  be  either  a  young  bird,  or  a  variety  of  the  foregoing,  i» 
variegated  with  red,  brown,  and  yellow.  The  fuurih  is  en- 
tirely green,  with  a  tinge  of  yellow,  and  is  called  akaiearooa. 
There  is  a  species  of  thrush,  with  a  grey  breast,  and  a  small 
bird  of  the  flycatcher  kind  ;  a  rail,  with  very  short  wings' 
and  no  tail,  which,  on  that  account,  we  named  ral/us  ecaU" 
flatus.  Ravens  are  found  here,  but  they  are  very  scarce; 
their  colour  is  dark-brown,  inclining  to  black,  and  their  note 
is  different  from  the  European.  Here  are  two  small  birds, 
both  of  one  genus,  that  are  very  common  ;  one  is  red,  and 
generally  seen  about  the  cocoa-nut  trees,  particularly  when 
they  are  in  flower,  from  whence  it  seems  to  derive'  great 
part  of  its  subsistence,  the  other  is  green ;  the  tongues  of 
both  are  long  and  ciliated,  or  fringed  at  the  tip.  A  bird 
with  a  yellow  head,  which,  from  the  structure  of  its  beak, 
we  called  a  parroquet,  is  likewise  very  common.  It  how- 
ever by  no  means  belongs  to  that  tribe,  but  greatly  resem- 
bles the  lexiaflavkani,  or  yellowish  cross-bill  of  Linnseus. 

Here  are  also  owls,  plovers  of  two  sorts,  one  very  like  the 
whistling  plover  of  £urope ;  a  large  while  pigeon ;  a  bird 
with  a  long  tail,  whose  colour  is  black,  the  vent  and  fea- 
thers under  the  wing  (which  is  much  longer  than  is  usually 
seen  in  the  generality  of  birds,  except  the  birds  of  paradise^ 
are  yellow ;  and  the  common  water  or  darker  hen. 

Their  vegetable  productions  are  nearly^the  same  with  the 
rest  of  the  South  Sea  islands.  I  have  before  mentioned 
that  the  tarrow  root  is  much  superior  to  any  we  had  before 
tasted,  and  that  we  attributed  this  excellence  to  the  dry  me- 
thod of  cultivating  it.  The  bread-fruit  trees  thrive  here,  not 
in  such  abundance,  but  produce  double  the  quantity  of  fruit 
they  do  on  the  rich  plains  of  Otaheite.  The  trees  are  near- 
ly of  the  same  height,  but  the  branches  begin  to  strike  out 
from  the  trunk  much  lower,  and  with  greater  luxuriance. 
Their  sugar-canes  are  also  of  a  very  unusual  size.  One  of 
them  was  brought  to  us  at  Atooi,  measuring  eleven  inches 


'ri 


'^t'-'mki 


,.:_  «(»---JfA; 


^  ^^**-  l«  .t «-.- ^ftl 


is 


.     4 
I,  \ 


« 


cHiiP.  V.  iBCT.  VI.     CapttuH  King^t  JournaL 


17 


and  a  quarter  in  circumference^  and  having  fourteen  feet 
eatable 

At  Oneeheow  thtj  brought  us  several  large  roots  of  a 
brown  colour,  shaped  like  a  yam,  and  from  six  to  ten  pounds 
in  weight.  The  juice,  which  it  yields  in  great  abundance, 
is  very  sweet,  and  of  a  pleasant  taste,  and  was  found  to  be 
an  excellent  substitute  tor  sugar.  The  natives  are  very  fond 
of  it,  and  use  it  as  an  article  of  their  common  diet ;  and  our 
people  also  found  it  very  palatable  and  wholesome.  We 
could  not  learn  to  what  species  of  plant  it  belonged,  having 
never  been  able  to  procure  the  leaves;  but  it  was  supposed^ 
by  our  botanists,  to  be  the  root  of  some  kind  of  fern. 

Agreeably  to  the  practice  of  Captain  Cook,  I  shall  sub- 
join an  abstract  of  the  astronomical  observations  which 
were  made  at  the  ob^rvatory  in  Karakakooa  Bay,  for  deter- 
inining  its  latitude  and  longitude,  and  for  finding  the  rate 
and  error  of  the  time-keeper.  To  these  are  subjoined  the 
mean  variation  of  the  compass,  the  dijp  of  the  magnetic 
needle,  and  a  table  of  the  latitude  and  longitudie  of  the 
Sandwich  Islands. 
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Tbe  latitude  of  the  observatory,  deduced 
from  meridian  zenith  distances  of  the 
sun,  eleven  stars  to  the  south,  and  four 
stars  to  the  north  of  the  zenith 

The  longitude  of  the  observatory,  dedu- 
ced from  253  sets  of  lunar  observa- 
tions }  each  set  consisting  of  six  ob- 
JBcrved  distances  of  the  moon  from  the 
sun  or  stars;  14  of  the  above  sets  were 
only  taken  at  the  observatory,  105  sets 
being  taken  whilst  cruising  off  Owhy- 

it,  hee,  and  154  sets  when  at  Atooi  and 
Oneeheow,  all  these  being  reduced  to 
the  observatory,  by  means  of  the  time- 
keeper    -..-.. 

The  longitude  of  the  observatory,  by  the 
time-keeper,  on   the    19th  January, 

^  1779,  according  to  its  rate,  as  found 
at  Greenwich    >        -        .        - 

The  longitude  of  the  observatory,  by  the 
time-keeper,  on  the  igth  January, 
1779,  according  to  its  rate,  corrected 
yOL.  XVII.  a 
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}  at  different  places,  and  Inst  at  Samga-  ■  _^  r,i 

noodha  Harbour,  in  Oonalaschka    - 

The  daily  rate  of  the  time-keeper  losing 

„  on  mean  time,  was  Q",  6 ;  and,  on  the 
2d  February,  1779,  it  was  14"  41',  V'..,  ^ft    4»h;i';v*f  ifc 
too  slow  for  mean  time.  .j,  ic.l^nM  .Jv^v^a^i*'^  »* 

The  variation  of  the  compass,  by  as?!-  ,  j^iaii'iJtKir  W 

muths,  observed  on  shore  with  four  .,.•.;  «>. 

different  compasses      ,  ,*»     ^   ^    ^.'    -        8    6    0  £. ;« 

The  variation  of  the  compass,  by  azi- 
muths, observed  on  board  the  Resolu- 
tion, with  four  different  compasses 
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General  Account  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  continued. — Of  the 
Inhabitants. —  2'Aeir  Origin. -^Persons. — Pernicious  Effects 

.  of  the  Ava. —Numbers. — Disposition  and  Manners. — Rea- 
sons for  supposing  them  not  Cannibals. — Dress  and  Orna- 
ments.— tillages  and  Houses. —  Food. —  Occupations  and 
Amusements. —  Addicted  to  Gaming. — Their  extraordinary/ 
Dexterity  in  Swimming. — Arts  and  Manufactures. —  Curi- 
ous Specimens  of  their  Siti/pture.—Kipparee,  or  Method  of 
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Pans. — Warlike  Instruments, 
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The  inhabitants  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  are  undoubted- 
ly of  the  same  race  with  those  of  New  Zealand,  thte  Society 
and  Friendly  Islands,  Caster  Island,  and  the  Marquesas;  a 
race  that  possesses,  without  any  intermixture,  ail  the  known 
lands  between  the  latitudes  of  47*  S.  and  20"  N.,  and  be- 
tween the  longitude*  of  184°  and  260*  E.  This  fact,  which, 
extraordinary  as  it  is,  might  be  thought  sufficiently  proved 
by  the  striking  similarity  of  their  manners  and  customs,  and 
the  general  resemblance  of  their  persons,  is  established,  be- 
yond all  controversy,  by  the  absolute  identity  of  their  Ian 
guage. 

From  what  continent  they  originally  emigrated,  and  by 
what  steps  they  have  spread  through  so  vast  a  space,  those 
wrho  are  curious  in  disquisitions  of  this  nature,  may  perhaps 
not  Bnd  it  very  difficult  to  conjecture.  It  has  been  al- 
ready observed,  that  they  bear  strong  marks  of  affinity  to 
some  of  the  Indian  tribes  that  inhabit  the  Ladrones  and  Ca- 
roline islands ;  and  the  same  affinity  may  again  be  traced 
amongst  the  Battas  and  Malays.    When  these  events  hap- 

{)ened,  is  not  so  easy  to  ascertain ;  it  was  probably  not  very 
ately,  as  they  are  extremely  populous,  and  have  no  tradi- 
tion of  their  own  origin,  but  what  is  perfectly  fabulous; 
whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  the  unadulterated  state  of  their 
general  language,  and  the  similarity  which  still  prevails  in 
their  customs  and  manners,  seem  to  indicate  that  it  could 
not  have  been  at  any  very  distant  period.* 
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The  natives  of  these  islands  are  in  eeneral  above  the  mid- 
dle size,  and  well  made;  they  walk  very  gracefully,  run 
nimbly,  and  are  capable  of  bearing  great  fatigue  ;  though,      ^ 
upon  the  whole,  the  men  are  somewhat  inferior,  in  point  of 
itrength  and  activity,  to  the  Friendly  islanders,  and  the 
women  less  delicately  limbed  than  those  of  Otaheite.  Their 
complexion  is  rather  darker  than  that  of  the  Otaheitans, 
and  Xhey  are  n6t  altogether  so  handsome  a  peoples    How-        > 
ever,  many  of  both  sexes  had  fine  open  coontenataces,  and       ^ 
the  women,  in  particular,  had  good  eyes  and  teeth,  and  a 
sweetness  and  sensibility  of  look,  which  rendered  them  very 
engaging.    Their  hair  is  of  a  brownish  black)  and  neither 
tiniformly  straight,  like  that  of  the  Indians  of  America,  nor     - 
uniformly  curling,  as  amongst  the  African  negroes,  but  var 
Tying  in  this  respect  like  the  hair  of  Europeans.    One  stri- 
king pecaliarity  in  the  features  of  every  pnrt  of  this  great 
nation,  I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  any  where  men- 
tioned ;  which  is,  that  even  in  the  handsomest  faces,  there 
is  always  a  fulness  of  the  nostrils,  without  any  flatness  or 
spreading  of  the  nose,  that  distinguishes  them  from  Euro-    ^ 
peans.    It  is  not  improbable  that  this  may  be  the  effect  of 
their  usual  mode  of  salutation,  which  is  performed  by  press- 
ing the  ends  of  their  noses  together. 

The  same  superiority  that  is  observable  in  the  persons  of 
the  Erees,  thrbagli  all  the  other  islands,  is  found  also  here. 
Those  whom  we  saw  were,  without  exceptioti,  perfectly 
well  fornie'd  ;  whereas  the  lower  sort,  besides  their  general 
inferiority,  are  subject  to  all  the  variety  of  make  and  figure  : 
that  is  seen  in  the  populace  of  other  countries.  Instances 
of  deformity  are  more  frequent  here  than  in  any  of  the 
other  islands.  Whilst  We  were  cruising  off  Owhyhee,  two 
<fwarf8  came  en  hoard,  one  an  old  man,  four  feet  two  inches 
high,  but  exactly  proportioned,  and  the  other  a  woman, 
neairly  of  the  same  height.  We  afterward  saw  three  natives 
who  were  hump-backed,  and  a  young  man  born  without 
'  hands  or  feet.  Squinting  is  also  very  common  amongst 
them ;  and  a  man  who,  they  said,  had  been  born  blind,  was 
brought  to  us  to  be  cured.  Besides  these  particular  imper-  * 
fections,  they  are,  in  general,  very  subject  to  boils  and  ul- 
cers, 

will  require  a  very  extensive  and  cautious  eaquiry,  and  cannot  possibly  be 
discussed  in  the  small  compass  allotted  to  notes.    See  Forster's  Ob  va- 
tions.  But  additional  information  has  been  obtained  since  the  time  ohat 
author. — £.  ^ 
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cera,  which  we  attributed  to  the  great  quantity  of  salt  they 
eat  with  their  flesh  and  fish.  The  Ereet  are  very  free  from 
these  complaints,  but  many  of  them  suffer  still  more  dread  < 
All  effects  from  the  immoderate  use  of  the  ava.  Those  who 
were  the  most  affected  by  it,  had  their  bodies  covered  with 
a  white  scurf,  their  eyes  red  and  inflamed,  their  limbs  ema- 
ciated, the  whole  frame  trembling  and  paralytic,  accompa- 
nied witli  a  diaability  to  raise  the  head.  Though  this  drug 
does  not  appear  universally  to  shorten  life,  as  was  evident 
from  the  cases  of  Terreeoboo,  Kaoo,  and  some  other  chiefs, 
who  were  very  old  men,  yet  it  invariably  brings  on  an  ear- 
ly and  decrepid  old  age.  It  is  fortunate  that  the  use  of  it 
is  made  one  of  the  peculiar  privileges  of  the  chiefs.  The 
young  son  of  Terreeoboo,  who  was  about  twelve  years  old, 
used  to  boast  of  his  being  admitted  to  drink  ava,  and  shew- 
ed us,  with  sreat  triumph,  a  small  spot  iu  his  side  that  was 
growing  scaly. 

There  is  something  very  singular  in  the  history  of  this 
pernicious  drug.  When  Captam  Cook  first  visited  the  So- 
ciety  Islands,  it  was  very  little  known  among  them.  On  his 
second  voyag^e,  he  found  the  use  of  it  very  prevalent  at 
Ulietea,  but  it  had  still  gained  very  little  around  at  Ota- 
heite.  Whea  i^e  were  last  there,  the  dread»l  havoc  it  had 
made  was  beyond  belief,  insomuch,  that  the  captain  scarce 
knew  many  of  his  old  acquaintances.  At  the  Friendly 
Islands,  it  is  also  constantly  drunk  by  the  chiefs,  but  so 
much  diluted  with  water,  tliat  it  does  not  appear  to  produce 
any  bad  effects.  At  Atooi,  also,  it  is  used  with  great  mo- 
deration, and  the  chiefs  are,  in  consequence,  a  much  finer 
set  of  men  there  than  in  any  of  the  neighbouring  islands. 
We  remarked,  that,  by  disconlinuinsr  the  use  of  this  root, 
the  noxious  effects  of  it  soon  wore  off.  Our  good  friends, 
Kaireekeea  and  old  Kaoo,  were  persuaded  by  us  to  refrain 
from  it,  and  they  recovered  amazingly  during  the  short  time 
we  afterward  remained  in  the  island. 

It  may  be  thought  extremely  diflicult  to  form  any  pro- 
bable conjectures  respecting  the  population  of  islands,  with 
many  parts  of  which  we  are  but  imperfectly  acquainted. 
There  are,  however,  two  circumstances  that  takeaway  much 
of  this  objection ;  the  first  is,  that  the  interior  parts  of  the 
country  ace  entirely  uninliabited ;  so  that,  if  thci  number  of 
tlie  inhabitants  along  the  coast  be  known,  the  whole  will  be 
-pretty  accurately  determined.   The  other  is,  that  there  ace 
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no  towns  of  nny  considerable  size,  the  habitations  of  the  na-* 
tives  being  pretty  equally  dispersed  in  small  villages  round 
all  their  coasts,  [l  is  on  this  ground  that  t  shall  venture  at 
a  rough  calculation  of  the  number  of  persons  in  this  gruup 
of  islands. 

The  bay  of  Karakakooa,  in  Owhyhee,  is  three  miles  in 
extent,  and  contains  four  villages  of  about  eighty  houses 
each,  upon  an  average,  in  all  three  hundred  and  twenty; 
besides  a  number  of  straggling  houses,  which  may  make  the 
whoU-  amount  to  three  hundred  and  fifty.     From  the  fre- 

Juent  opportunities  I  had  of  informinjor  myself  on  this  head, 
am  convinced  that  six  persons  to  a  house  is  a  very  mode- 
rate allowance ;  so  that,  on  this  calculation,  the  country 
about  the  bay  contains  two  thousand  one  hundred  souls. 
To  these  may  be  added  fifty  families,  or  three  hundred  per-? 
sons,  which  I  conceive  to  be  nearly  the  number  empJoyed 
in  the  interior  parts  of  the  country  amongst  their  planta- 
tions, making  in  all  two  thousand  four  hundred.  If,  there- 
fore, this  number  be  applied  to  the  whole  extent  of  tlie  coast 
round  the  island,  deducting  a  quarter  for  the  uninhabited 
parts,  it  will  be  found  to  contain  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand.  By  the  same  mode  of  calculation,  the  rest  of  the  ■ 
islands  will  be  found  to  contain  the  following  numbers  :'— 


vil^i  .rOwhyhee      ,B^'nui\ttfir.t 
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Total  of  inhabitants 


,;.  ,1,1,;  .r,  oil  ■•  -iUt.ifi 

#•  WtTj^iil  150,000,   'tti,cA 
'Mi-hf'Wi  0^1  C5,400.  bfu'f'l 

-  -  Si/zoo.)  ilpi,<|fi' 
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4,000   )i7  liV 
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I  am  pretty  confident,  that  in  this  calculation  I  have  not 
(exceeded  the  truth  in  the  total  amount.  If  we  compare  the 
{lumbers  supposed  to  be  in  Owhyhee,  with  the  population 
of  Olalieite,  as  settled  by  Dr  Forster,  this  computation  will 
be  found  very  low.  The  proportion  of  coast  in  the  latter 
island  is  to  that  of  Owhyhee,  only  as  one  to  three ;  tlie  num- 
ber of.  inhabitants  at  Otaheite  he  states  to  be  one  hundred 
and  twenty-one  thousand  five  hundred ;  though,  according  - 
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to  his  own  principles,  it  should  be  double  that  amount. 
Again,  if  we  compare  it  with  the  medium  population  of  the 
countries  in  Europe,  the  proportion  will  be  iu  favour  of  the 
latter  nearly  as  two  to  one.* 

Notwitiistnnding  the  irreparable  loss  we  suffered  from  the 
sudden  resentment  and  violence  yf  these  people,  yet,  in  jus- 
tice to  their  general  condrct,  it  must  oe  acknowledged, 
that  they  are  of  the  most  mild  and  aflfectionate  disposition  ; 
equally  remote  from  the  extreme  levity  and  fickleness  of  the 
Otaheitans,  and  the  distant  gravitv  and  reserve  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  Friendly  Islands.  They  appear  to  live  in  the 
utmost  harmony  and  friendship  with  one  another.  The 
women,  who  had  children,  were  remarkable  for  their  ten- 
der and  contant  attention  to  them  ;  and  the  men  wduld 
often  lend  their  assistance  in  those  domeilid  offices,  with  a 
wiiliogness  that  does  credit  to  their  feelings.  '  '' 

It  must  however  be  observed,  that  they  fall  very  short  of 
the  other  islanders,  in  that  best  test  of  civilization,  the  re- 
spect paid  to  the  women.  Here  they  are  not  only  deprived 
of  ihe  privilege  of  eating  with  the  men,  but  the  best  sorts 
of  food  are  tabooed^  or  forbidden  them.  They  are  not  al- 
lowed tx>  eat  pork,  turtle,  several  kinds  offish,  and  some 
ypecies  of  the  plantains  ;  and  we  were  told  that  a  poor  girl 
got  a  terrible  beatinf^,  for  having  eaten,  on  board  our  ship, 
one  of  these  interdicted  articles.  In  their  domestic  lite, 
they  dppear  to  live  almost  entirely  by  themselves,  and 
though  we  did  not  observe  any  instances  of  personal  ill  treat- 
ment, yet  it  was  evident  they  had  little  regard  or  attention 
'  paid  them. 

The  great  hospitality  and  kindness  with  which  we  were 
received  by  them,  have  been  already  frequently  remarked; 

and 

.  *  There  is  good  reason  to  imagine  tlmt  most  of  tlio  early  voyagers  into 
the  South  Sea,  have  exaggerated  the  npmbers  of  tite  irtliabitants  in  the  va- 
rious groups  of  islands  they  met  with.  The  present  calculation,  most 
readers  'will  believe,  is  beyond  the  truth.  Certain  however  it  is,  that  al- 
most all  the  recent  accounts  are  at  variance  with  such  astonishing  esti- 
inateg  as  were  formerly  made.  Uiit,  on  the  other  hand,  IVIr  Pinkerton'a 
ass'-rtion,  that  "  it  is  probable  there  are  not  above  300,000  souls  in  all 
An  tralasia  and  Polynesia,"  (Geog.  Sd  ed.  2d  vol.  p.  172,)  must  appear  so 
extraordinary  when  considered  in  opposition  to  them,  as  at  once  to  con- 
vey the  notion  of  a  bold  adventure.  Yet  even  this  admits  of  some  degree 
of  probability,  from  the  account  formerly  given,  of  the  immense  decrease 
in  the  population  of  Otaheite.  Altogether  the  subject  is  imperfectly  un- 
'.  derstood,  and  labours  under  peculiar  difficulties;  we  ought  to  listen  with 
Bome.hegitation,  therefore,  to  all  assertions  respecting  it. — E.  ^' 
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and  inclced  they  mdte  the  principal  part  of  our  traoMctioni 
with  them.  Wnenever  we  came  on  ihore,  there  wai  a  con- 
stant stron^Ie  who  should  be  most  forward  in  making  ut  little 
presents  bringing  refreshments,  or  shewing  some  other  mark 
of  their  respect.  The  old  people  never  failed  of  receiTing 
us  with  tears  of  joy;  seemed  highly  sratiHed  with  licinj;  al- 
lowed to  touch  us,  and  were  constantly  making  comparisons 
between  themselves  and  us,  with  the  strongest  marks  of  hu- 
mility. The  yoiiug  women  were  not  less  kind  and  enga- 
ging, and  till  tliey  found,  notwithstanding  our  utmost  en- 
deavours to  prevent  it,  that  ihey  had  reason  to  repent  of  our 
acquaintance,  attached  themselves  to  us  without  the  least 
xeaerve. 

Injustice  however  to  the  sex,  it  must  be  observed,  that 
these  ladies  were  probably  all  of  the  lower  class  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  for  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  believei  that  excepting 
the  few  whose  names  are  mentioned  in  the  course  of  our 
narrative,  we  did  not  see  any  woman  of  rank  during  our  stay 
amongst  them. 

Their  natural  capacity  seems,  in  no  respect,  below  tb« 
common  standard  of  mankind.  Their  improvements  in 
agriculture,  and  the  per£ection  of  their  manufactures,  are 
certainly  adequate  to  the  circumstances  of  their  situation, 
and  the  natural  advantages  they  enjoy.  The  eager  curiosi- 
ty with  which  they  attended  the  armourer's  forge,  and  the 
many  expedients  tney  had  invented,  even  before  we  left  the 
islands,  lor  working  the  iron  they  had  procured  from  us,  in- 
to such  forms  as  were  best  adapted  to  their  purposes*  were 
strong  proofs  of  docility  and  ingenuity. 

Our  unfortunate  friend,  Kaneena,  possessed  a  degree  of 
judicious  curiosity,  and  a  quickness  of  conception,  which 
was  rarely  met  with  amongst  these  people.  He  was  very 
inquisitive  after  our  customs  and  manners,  asked  after  our 
king,  the  nature  of  our  government,  our  numbers,  the  me- 
thod of  building  our  ships,  our  houses,  the  produce  of  our 
country,  whether  we  had  wars,  with  whom,  and  on  what  ocr 
casions,  and  in  what  manner  they  were  carried  on,  who 
was  our  God,  and  many  other  questions  of  the  same  na- 
ture, which  indicated  an  understanding  of  great  compre- 
hension. 

We  met  with  two  instances  of  persons  disordered  in  their 

minds ;  the  one  a  roan  at  Owhyhee,  the  other  a  woman  at 

OneeheQW.    It  appeared,  from  the  particular  attention  and 
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rcipect  paid  to  tli«m,  thai  the  opinion  of  their  being  inspired 
by  the  Divinity,  which  obtains  among  most  of  the  naliooa 
of  the  east,  is  also  received  here. 

Though  the  custom  of  eating  the  bodies  of  their  enemies 
be  not  Itnown,  by  poKitive  evidence,  to  exist  in  any  of  tha 
South  Sea  islands,  except  New  Zealand,  yet  it  is  extremely 
probable,  that  it  wns  originally  prevalent  in  them  all.  The 
sacriHcing  human  victims,  which  seems  evidently  to  be  a 
relic  of  this  horrid  practice,  still  obtains  universally  amongst 
these  islanders ;  and  it  is  easy  to  conceive,  why  the  Nevr 
Zealanders  should  retain  the  repast,  which  was  probably  the 
last  act  of  these  shocking  rites,  lonsrer  than  the  rest  of  their 
tribe,  who  were  situated  in  more  mild  and  fruitful  climates^ 
As  the  inhabitants  of  the  Sandwich  islands  certainly  bear  a 
nearer  resemblance  to  those  of  New  Zealand,  both  in  their 
persons  and  disposition,  than  to  any  other  people  of  this  fa> 
inily,  so  it  was  strongly  suspected  by  Mr  Anderson,  that, 
like  them,  they  itiil  continue  to  feast  on  human  flesh.  The 
evidence  on  which  he  founds  this  opinion,  has  been  stated 
very  fully  in  the  tenth  section  of  the  third  chapter;  but,  as 
I  always  entertained  great  doubts  of  the  justice  of  his  con- 
clusions, it  may  not  be  improper  to  take  this  occasion  of 
mentioning  the  grounds  on  which  I  venture  to  differ  from 
him.  With  respect  to  the  information  derived  from  the 
natives  themselves,  I  shall  only  observe,  that  great  pains 
were  taken,  by  almost  every  officer  on  board,  to  come  at  the 
knowledge  ot  so  curious  a  circumstance ;  and  that  except 
in  the  two  instances  mentioned  by  Mr  Anderson,  we  found 
them  invariably  denying  the  existence  of  any  such  custom 
amongst  them.  It  must  be  allowed,  that  Mr  Anderson's 
knowledge  of  their  language,  which  was  superior  to  that  of 
any  other  person  in  either  ship,  ought  certainly  to  give  his 
opinion  great  weight ;  at  the  same  time,  I  must  beg  leave 
to  remark,  that  being  present  when  he  examined  the  man 
who  had  the  small  piece  of  salted  flesh  wrapped  in  cloth, it 
struck  me  very  forcibly,  that  the  signs  he  made  use  of  meant 
nothing  more,  than  that  it  was  intended  to  be  eat,  and  that 
it  was  very  pleasant  or  wholesome  to  the  stomach.  In  this 
opinion  I  was  confirmed,  by  a  circumstance  which  came  to 
our  knowledge,  afler  the  death  of  my  worthy  and  ingenious 
friend,  viz.  that  almost  every  native  of  these  islands  carried 
about  with  him,  either  in  liis  calibash,  or  wrapped  up  in  a 
piece  of  cloth,  and  tied  about  his  waist,  a  small  piece  of  raw 
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poik,  highly  salted,  which  they  considered  as  a  gredt  deli-* 
cacy,  and  used  now  and  then  to  taste  of.  With  respect  to 
the  confusion  the  young  lad  was  in,  (for  he  was  not  more 
than  sixteen  or  eighteen  years  of  agej  no  one  could  have 
be?n  surprised  at  it,  who  had  seen  the  eager  and  earnest 
manner  in  which  Mr  Anderson  questioned  him.  ■_■'<< 

The  argument  drawn  from  the  instrument  made  with 
sharks*  teeth,  and  which  is  nearly  of  the  same  form  with 
those  used  at  New  Zealand  for  culling  up  the  bodies  of  theic 
enemies,  is  much  more  difticult  lb  controvejt.  I  believe  it 
to  be  an  undoubted  fact,  that  this  knife,  if  it  may  be  so 
called,  is  never  used  by  them  in  cuttinti:  the  Besh  of  olhec 
animals.  However,  us  the  custom  of  oliering  human  sacri- 
fices, and  of  burning  the  bodies  of  the  slain,  is  still  preva- 
lent here,  it  is  not  inoprobable  that  the  use  of  this  instru- 
ment, is  retained  in  those  ceremonies.  >  Upon  the  whole,  { 
9un  strongly  incUned  to;  think,  and  particularly  from  this 
last  circumstance,  that  the  horrid  practice  in  question,  has 
but  lately  ceased  amongst  these  and  other  islands  of  the 
South  Sea.  Omai,  wlien  pressed  on  this  subject,  confessed 
that  in  the  rage  and  fury  of  revenge,  they  would  sometimes 
tear  the  flesh  of  their  enemies  that  were  slain  vvilh  their 
teeth  \  but  positively  denied  that  they  ever  eat  it.  This  was 
certainly  approaching  as  near  the  fact  as  could  be ;  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  denial  is  a  strong  proof  that  the  prac- 
tice has  actually  ceased ;  siqce  in  New  Zealand,  where  it 
still  exists,  the  inhabitants  ney^r  made  the  smallest  scruple 
of  confessing  it.^ 

The  inhabitants  of  these  islands  diHer  from  those  of  the 
Friendly  Isles,  in  suffering,  almost  universally,  their  beards 
^to  grow.  There  were  indeed  a  few,  amongst  whom  was  the 
old  king,  that  cut  it  off  entirely;  and  others  that  wore  it 
only  upon  the  upper  lip.  The  same  variety,  in  the  manner 
of  wearing  the  hair,  is  also  observable  here,  as  among  the 
other  islanders  of  the  South  Sea ;  besides  which^  as  i'ar  as 


H^f^}l0tQ/K 


-e'A'^i  ^iMi':^  ':.:!S  iT'  l.^'ur^i^i  >W**'-M*i  ^>^»   ■"' 


'  We  have  elsewhere  had  occasion  to  take  notice  of  the  fact  of  human 
sacrifices  and  cannibalism,  forming  an  essential  particular  in  tiie  history  of 
all  the  South  Sea  islanders.  It  is  unnecessary  to  occupy  a  moment's  atten- 
tion in  farther  enquiry  respecting  it,  as  perhaps  no  question,  in  the  circle 
of  philosophical  research,  has  received  more  complete  solution  !)y  the  tes- 
timony of  credible  witnesses.  He  that  shall  attempt  to  controvert  their 
evidence,  will  have  need  of  all  the  effrontery  and  invincibility  to  truth  that 
cyer  stamped  the  forehead  or  hardened  the  heart  of  a  polemist.— £. 
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we  know,  they  have  afasbiofl  peculiar  to  themselves.  They 
cut  it  close  on  each  side  the  head,  down  to  the  ears,  leaving 
a  ridue  of  about  a  small  hand's  breadth,  i-unniog  from  the 
forehead  to  the  neck ;  which,  when  the  hair  is  thick  and  > 
curling,  has  the  form  of  the  crest  of  the  ancient  helmet. 
Others  wear  large  quantities  of  false  hair,  ilowing  down, 
their  backs  in  long  ringlets,  like  the  figure  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Horn  Island,  as  seen  in  Dairymple's  Voyages ;  and 
others,  again,  lie  it  into  a  single  round  bunch  on  the  top  of 
the^head,  almost  as  large  as  the  head  itself,  and  some  into 
five  or  six  distinct  bunches.  They  daub  their  hair  with  a 
grey  clay,  mixed  with  powdered  shells,  which  they  keep  in 
balls,  and  chew  into  a  kind  of  soft  paste,  when  they  have 
occasion  to  make  use  of  it.  This  keeps  the  hair  smooth^  and 
in  time  changes  it  to  >a  pnle  yellow  colour. 
r  Both  sexes  wear  necklaces,  made  of  strings  of  small  va- 
riegated shells;  and  an  ornament,  in  the  form  of  the  handle 
of  a  cup,  about  two  inches  long,  and  half  an  inch  hroad^« 
made  of  wood,  stone,  or  ivory,  finely  polished,  which  is  hung 
about  the  neck  by  fine  threads  of  twisted  hair,  doubled 
sometimes  an  hundred  fold.  Instead  of  this  ornament^  some 
of  them  wear  on  their  breast  a  small  human  figure  made  of 
0one,  suspended  in  the  same  manner. 

The  fan>  or  fly-dap,  is  also  an  ornament  used  by  both 
sexes.  The  most  ordinary  kind  are  made  of  the  fibres  of 
the  cocoa-nut,  tied  loose  in  bunches  to  the  top  of  a  smooth 
polished  handle.  The  tail-feathers  of  the  cock,  and  of  the 
tropic-bird,  are  also  used  in  the  same  manner ;  but  the  most 
valujable  are  those  which  have  the  handle  made  of  the  arm 
or  leg  bones  of  an  enemy  slain  in  battle,  and  which  are  pre- 
served with  great  care,  and  handed  down  from  father  to  son. 
as  trophies  of  inestimable  value.  '"^  fmPi 

The  custom  of  tattowing  the  body,  they  have  in  common 
vi'tlh  the  rest  of  the  natives  of  the  South  Sea  islands ;  but 
it  is  only  at  New  Zealand  and  the  Sandwich  Islands,  that 
they  tattow  the  face.  There  is  also  this  difference  between 
the  two  last,  that  in  the  former  it  is  done  in  elegant  spiral 
volutes,  and  in  the  latter  in  straight  lines,  crossing  each 
other  at  right  angles.  The  hands  and  arms  of  the  women 
are  also  very  neatly  marked,  and  they  have  a  singular  cus- 
tom amongst  them,  the  meaning  of  which  we  could  nevet 
learn,  that  of  tattowing  the  tip  of  the  tongues  of  the  fe- 
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From  8om6  inf^irmatioh  we  received,  relative  to  the  cus- 
tom of  tattowing,  we  were  inclined  to  think,  that  it  is  fre- 
quently intended  as  h  sign  of  mourning  on  the  death  of  a 
chief,  or  any  other  calamitous  event.  For  we  were  often 
told,  that  such  a  particular  mark  was  in  memory  of  such  a 
chief,  and  so  of  the  rest.  It  may  be  here  too  observed,  that 
the  (owest  class  are  often  tattowed  with  a  mark,  that  distin- 
^isiies  theui  as  the  property  of  the  several  chiefs  to  whom 
they  belong.* 

The  dress  of  the  men  generally  consists  only  of  a  piece 
of  thick  cloth  called  the  maro,  about  ten  or  twelve  inches 
brondi  which  they  pnss  between  the  legs,  and  tie  round  the 
waist.  This  is  the  common  dress  of  all  ranks  of  people. 
Their  mats,  some  of  which  are  beautifully  manufactured, 
are  of  various  sizes,  but  mostly  about  five  feet  long  and  four 
broad.  These  they  throw  over  their  shoulders,  and  bring 
forward  before ;  but  they  are  seldom  Used,  except  in  time 
of  war,  for  which  purpose  they  seem  better  adapted  than 
for  ordinary  use,  bein^  of  a  thick  and  cumbersome  texture, 
and  capable  of  breakmg  the  blow  of  a  stone,  or  any  blunt 
weapon.  Their  feet  are  generally  bare,  except  when  they 
have  occasion  to  travel  over  the  burnt  stones,  when  they 
secure  them  with  a  sort  of  sandal,  made  of  cords^  twisted 
from  the  fibres  of  the  cocoa-nut.  Such  is  the  ordinary  dress 
of  these  islanders ;  but  they  have  another,  appropriated  to 
their  chiefs,  and  used  on  ceremonious  occasions,  consisting 
of  a  feathered  cloak  and  helmet,  which,  in  point  of  beauty 
and  magnificence,  is  perhaps  nearly  equal  to  that  of  any  na- 
tion 

t^*  Hare,  then,  we  have  two  reasons  for  the  practice  of  tattowine,  in  ad- 
dition to  those  which  we  enumerated  in  the  account  pf  Cook's  mi  voy« 
age,  provided  onJy  that  Captain  King's  information  can  he  relied  on.  The 
first  of  tlw^e,  it  may  be  remarked,  is  so  extremely  similar  to  the  practice 
of  wounding  or  cutting  the  body  for  the  dead,  wln'ch  has  prevailed  so  ex- 
tensively, that  we  can  have  no  difficulty  in  allowing  the  nill  force  of  the 
observation.  But,  with  respect  to  the  second,  one  may  incline  to  demur, 
on  the  ground  of  the  improbability  that  such  a  state  of  servitude  as  it  im- 

Klies,  could  exist  in  so  apparently  priniitive  a  conditipn  of  society.  This, 
owever,  is  not  difficult  of  explanation,  as  the  reader  will  find  in  the  fpl- 
lowing  section,  from  which  one  may  safely  infer,  that  the  government  of 
the  Sandwich  islands  is  by  ^o  means  one  which  requires  for  its  exhibition* 
the  innocence,  the  liberty,  ^d  equality  of  ^  ^elqen  age.  Some  conclu' 
fijon  may  hence  be  drawn  as  to  the  proliiible  ongio  and  antiquity  of  these 
islanders.  But  it  is  obvious  that  we  are  far  from  possessing  sufficient  data 
to  enable  us  to  enter  satisfactorily  on  the  discussion  of  the  topic— £. 
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tion  ia  the  world.  As  this  dress  has  been  already  described 
with  great  accuracy  and  minuteness,  I  have  only  to  add, 
that  these  cloaks  are  made  of  different  l«ngths,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  rank  of  the  wearer,  some  of  them  reaching  no 
lower  than  the  middle,  others  trailing  on  the  ground.  The 
inferior  chiefs  have  also  a  short  cloak,  resembling  the  form- 
er, made  of  the  long  tail-feathers  of  the  cock,  the  tropic  and 
man-of-war  birds,  with  a  broad  border  of  the  small  red  and 
yellow  feathers,  and  a  collar  of  the  same.  Others  again  are  ' 
made  of  feathers  entirely  white,  with  variegated  borders. 
The  helmet  has  a  strong  lining  of  wicker-work,  capable  of 
breaking  the  blow  of  any  warlike  instrument,  and  seems  evi- 
dently designed  for  that  purpose. 

These  feathered  dresses  seemed  to  be  exceedingly  scarce, 
appropriated  to  persons  of  the  highest  rank,  and  worn  by 
the  men  only.  During  the  whole  time  we  lay  in  Kaiaka- 
kooa  Bay,  we  never  saw  them  used  but  on  three  occasions ; 
in  the  curious  ceremony  of  Terreeoboo's  first  visit  to  the 
ships;  by  some  chiefs,  who  were  seen  among  the  crowd  on 
shore  when  Captain  Cook  was  killed,  and  afterward  when 
Eappo  brought  his  bones  to  u^. 

Tne  exact  resemblance  between  this  habit,  and  the  cloak 
and  helmet  formerly  worn  by  the  Spaniards,  was  too  stri- 
king not  to  excite  our  curiosity  to  enquire,  whether  there 
were  any  probable  grounds  for  supposing  it  to  have  been 
borrowed  from  them.  After  exerting  every  means  in  our 
power  of  obtaining  information  on  this  subject,  we  found 
that  they  had  no  immediate  knowledge  of  any  other  nation 
whatever,  nor  any  tradition  remaining  among  them  of  these 
islands  having  been  ever  visited  before  by  such  ships  as 
ours.  But,  notwithstanding  the  result  of  these  enquiries^ 
the  uncommon  form  of  this  habit  appears  to  me  a  sufficient 
proof  of  its  European  oriein,  especially  when  added  to  an- 
other circumstance,  that  it  is  a  singular  deviation  from  the 
general  resemblance  in  drt^ss,  which  prevails  amongst  all  the 
branches  of  this  tribe,  dispersed  through  the  South  Sea. 
We  were  driven  indeed,  by  this  conclusion,  to  a  supposi- 
tion of  the  shipwreck  of  some  Buccaneer,  or  Spanish  ship, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  these  islands.  But  when  it  is  re- 
collected, that  the  course  of  the  Spanish  trade  from  Aca- 
pulco  to  the  Manillas  is  but  a  few  degrees  to  the  southward 
of  the  Sandwich  Islands  in  thei:  passag;e  out,  and  to  the 
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northward  on  th^ir  return,  this  supposition  wil)  not  appear 
in  the  least  improbable.^ 

The  common  dress  of  the  women  bears  a  close  resem- 
ttlance  to  that  of  the  men.    They  wrap  round  the  waist  a 
piece  of  cloth,  that  reaches  half  way  down  the  thighs;  and 
isometimes  in  thecool  of  the  evening  they  appeared  with 
loose  pieces  of  fine  cloth,  thrown  over  their  sifoulders,  like 
the  women  of  Otaheite.  The  pau  is  another  dress  very  fre- 
quently worn  by  the  younger  part  of  the  sex.  It  is  made  of 
the  thinnest  and  finest  sort  of  cluth,  wrapt  several  times 
'jolind  the  waist,  and  descending  to  the  leg,  so  as  to  have 
exactly  the  appearance  of  a  full  short  petticoat.    The  hair 
is  cut  short  behind,  and  turned  up  before,  as  is  the  fashion 
among  the  Otaheileans  and  New  Zealanders ;  all  of  whom 
'^differ,  in  this  respect,  from  the  women  of  the  Friendly 
'Islands,  who  wear  their  hair  long.     We  saw,  indeed,  one 

.  ■  '  .    ..     •  f?^ 

'  Mr  Playfair  in  his  Geography,  vol.  vi.  p.  8S9,  asserts,  tl)at  the  SancK 

«:«ich  islands  were  irst  discovered  by  Gaetano,  a  Spanish  navigator,  in 
1549 ;  but  he  does  not  assign  his  authority,  or  give  any  clue  by  which  the 
position  may  be  verified.  The  fact  is  certainly  probable,  as  (Japtain  King 
seems  to  admit ;  and  supposing  it  so,  we  can  easily  conceive  that  the  dis- 
tance of  time  from  the  period  of  the  discovery  above  stated,  would  be  quitte 
CNfficient  to  account  for  the  natives  having  no  tradition  of  such  a  visit. 
Even  a  mucii  shorter  period  would  be  adequate  for  the  total  loss  of  almost 
any  event  in  the  cuitent  history  of  a  people,  who  had  no  other  method  of 
preserving  it  than  the  impression  it  made  on  the  senses,  and  to  whom  thei^ 
^as  no  excitement  to  impress  it  on  the  memories  of  succeeding  genera- 
tions, arising  from  the  importance  of  the  circumstances  connect^  with  it. 
The  possession  of  iron,  indeed,  supposing  it  traced  to  this  source,  may  be 
alleged  too  valuable,  to  have  admitted  such  total  forgetfulness  of  the 
event  which  occasioned  it.  But  this  difficulty  readily  resolves  into  a  ge< 
neral  remark,  that  even  in  more  fortunate  situations,  the  authors  and  oc- 

"  casions  of  many  discoveries  and  inventions  are  soon  lost  sight  of,  in  the 
more  interesting  experience  of  the  utility  that  commends  them.  Men,  in 
fact,  are  always  much  more  anxious  to  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages 
vrhich  genius  or  accident  has  presented  to  their  notice,  than  careful  to  tes- 
tify mtitude  by  ascertaining  and  perpetuating  the  original  sources  to 
'which  they  have  been  indebted.  A  case,  not  indeed  quite  parallel,  instant- 

-  ly  occurs  to  recollection.  How  few  persons  are  there  in  this  island,  who 
Itave  the  smallest  conception,  to  whom  it  is  they  are  indebted  for  the  in- 
troduction of  that  valuable  vegetable  tlie  potatoe  i  Th6  incident,  no  doubt, 
is  recorded  in  the  history  of  our  country.  But  is  there  one  in  a  thousand 
to  whom  the  article  is  to  familiar,  that  knows  whence  it  came ;  or  is  it 
conceivable,  that,  without  such  a  record,  any  individual  of  the  present  ge- 
neration would  have  doubted  for  a  moment  that  it  was  indigenous  to  Bri- 
tain? We  might  multiply  such  examples  almost  without  end.  Hut  tfie 
reader  may  like  better  to  amuse  himself  with  an  enquiry  into  tho  extent  of 
common  ignorance  and  indifference.-~£t 
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w'oman  in  Karakakooa  Bay,  tvhqse  hair  was  arranged  in  a 
very  singular  manner ;  it  was  turned  up  behindhand  brought 
over  the  forehead,  and  then  doubled  back,  so  as  to  form  a* 
sort  of  a  sliade  to  the  face,  like  a  soiall  bonnet.  .  1 

Their  necklaces  are  made  of  sheila,  or  of  a  hard  shining 
red  berry.  Besides  which,  they  wear  wreaths  of  dried  flow- 
ers of  the  Indian  mallow ;  and  another  beautiful  ornament 
called  eraie,  which  is  generally  put  about  the  neck,  but  i» 
sometimes  tied  like  a  garland  roupd  the  hair,  and  some- 
times worn  in  both  these  ways  at  once.  It  is  a  ruff,  of  the 
thickness  of  a  finger,  mride  in  a  curious  manner,  of  exceed- 
ingly small  feathers,  woven  so  close  together  as  to  form  a 
surface  as  smooth  as  that  of  the  richest  velvet.  The  ground 
was  generally  of  a  red  colour,  with  alternate  circles  of 
green,  yellow,  and  black.  Their  bracelets,  which  were  also 
of  great  variety,  and  very  peculiar  kinds,  have  been  already 
described. 

At  Atooi,  some  of  the  wonlen  wore  little  figures  of  .the 
turtle,  neatly  formed  of  wood  or  ivory,  tied  on  their  fingers 
in  the  manner  we  wear  rings.  Why  tliis  animal  is  thus  par- 
ticularly distinguished,  I  leave  to  the  conjectures  of  the 
curious.  There  is  also  an  ornament,  made  of  shells,  fasten* 
ed  in  rows  on  a  ground  of  strong  netting,  so  as  to  strike 
each  other  when  in  motion  ;  which  both  men  and  women* 
when  they  dance,  tie  either  round  the  arm  or  the  ankle,  or 
below  the  knee.  Instead  of  shells,  they  sometimes  make 
use  of  dog's  teeth,  and  a  hard  red  berry,  resembling  thai  of 
the  holly. 

There  remains  to  be  mentioned  another  ornament  (if 
such  it  may  be  called),  which  is  a  kind  of  mask,  made  of  a 
large  gourd,  with  holes  cut  in  it  for  the  eyes  and  nose.  The 
top  was  stuck  full  of  small  green  twigs,  which,  at  a  distance, 
had  the  appearance  of  an  elegant  waving  plume  ;  and  from 
the  lower  part  hung  narrow  stripes  of  doth,  resembling  a 
beard.  We  never  saw  these  masks  worn  but  twice,  and 
both  times  by  a  number  of  people  together  in  a  canoe,  wha 
came  to  the  side  of  the  ship,  laughing  and  drolling,  with 
an  air  of  masquerading.  Whether  they  may  not  likewise 
be  used  as  a  defence  for  the  head  against  stones,  for  which 
they  seem  best  designed;  or  in  some  of  their  public  games; 
or  be  merely  intended  for  the  purposes  of  mummery,  we 
could  never  inform  ourselves. 

It  has  already  been  remarked^  iii  a  few  instances,  that 
V*'       5'     '-.',■  •   -■•'■''-  ■  ■   '^  ■• tiie 
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"'  the  «atives  of  the  Sandwich  Islandii  approach  nearer  to  the 
New  Zealendert  in  their  manners  and  customs,  than  to  ei- 
ther of  their  lest  distant  neighbours  of  the  Society  or 
Friendly  Islandik  This  is  in  nothing  more  obserrtibie  thaitt 

-■^  in  their  method  of  living  together  in  small  towns  or  viHa- 

J^  ces>  contalnittg  from  a^t  one  hundred  to  two  hundred 
Bouses,  hnik  pretty  ielose  together,  witiw»ut  any  order,  and 
kaving  «  winding  path  leading  through  them.  They  are 
generally  flonttea,  towMd  the  sea,  with  loose  detached 
walls,  which,  probably,  are  meant  both  for  the  purposes  of 
•heiter  and  defence.  The  figure  of  their  hodses  has  been 
already  ^described.  They  are  of  different  sizes,  from  eigh- 
teen feet  by  twdve,  to  forty-five  by  twenty-four.  There  are 
•ome  of  a  larger  kind,  being  fifty  feet  long  and  thirty 
broad,  and  quite  open  at  one  end.  These,  they  told  us, 
were  designed  for  travdlers  or  strangers,  who  were  only 
making  a  short  stay. 
,  In  addition  to  the  furniture  of  their  houses,  which  has 
vr  l>^a  accurately  described  by  Captain  Cook,  I  have  only  to 
add,  that  at  one  end  are  mats  on  which  they  sleep,  with 
Wooden  pillows,  or  sleeping  stools,  exactly  like  those  of  the 
Chinese.  Some  of  the  better  sort  of  houses  have  a  court- 
irard  befcHre  them,  neatly  railed  in,  with  smaller  houses 
built  round  it,  for  their  servants.  In  this  area  they  general* 
Ijr  eat,  Mid  sit  during  the  day-time.  In  the  sides  of  the 
hills,  rad  ainong  the  isteep  rocks,  we  also  observed  several 
holes  or  caveS)  which  appeared  to  be  inhabited;  but  as  the 
entrance  was  defended  with  wiqker-work,  and  we  also  found, 
II      in  Ae  onAj  one  that  was  visited,  a  stone-fence  running 

jj^      iu»'Oss  it  Within,  we  imagine  they  are  principally  designed 

^       forpleices  of  retreat,  in  case  of  an  attack  from  an  enemy. 

1^  The  food  of  the  lower  class  of  people  consists  principal- 

ly of  fish  and  vegetables,  stach  as  yams,  sweet-potatoes, 
,^      terrow,  plantains,  sugar-canes,  and  bread-fruit.    To  these 

'-'*  the  people  of  a  higher  rank  add  the  flesh  of  ho^s  and  dogs, 
dressed  in  the  same  manner  as  at  the  Society  Islands. 

'  They  also  eat  fowls  of  the  same  domestic  kind  with  ours ; 

^         but  they  are  neither  plentiful  nor  mach  esteemed  by  them. 

H  ^  It  is  remarked  by  Captain  Cook,  that  the  bread-fruit  and 
yams  apneared  scarce  amongst  them,  and  were  reckoned 
gteat  rarities.  We  found  this  not  to  be  the  case  on  our  se- 
cond visit ;  and  it  is  therefore  most  probable,  that,  as  these 
*.»^T  |-     vegetables  were  generally  |:dianted  in  the  interior  parts  of 

the 
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the  coontryf  the  natives  had  not  had  time  to  bring  them 
down  lo  us  during  the  short  stay  we  made  at  Wymoa  Bay. 
,  Their  fish  they  salt,  and  preserve  pn  gourd-shells ;  not,  at 
,  we  at  first  imagined,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  against 
any  temporary  scarcity,  but  from  the  preference  they  give 
to  salted  meats.  For  we  also  found,  that  the  Ereet  used  to 
pickle  pieces  of  pork  in  the  same  manner,  and  esteemed  it 
a  great  delicacy.  ii  • 

Their  cookery  is  exactly  of  the  same  sort  with  that  a]<* 
ready  described  in  the  accounts  that  have  been  published 
of  the  other  South  Sea  islands ;  and  though  Captain  Cook 
complains  of  the  sourness  of  their  tarrow  puddings,  yet,  in 
justice  to  the  many  excellent  meals  they  afforded  us  in  Ka- 
rakakooa  Bay,  I  must  be  permitted  to  rescue  them  from 
this  general  censure,  and  to  declare,  that  I  never  eat  bet- 
ter even  in  the  Friendly  Islands.  It  is  however  remarkablci 
that  they  had  not  got  the  art  of  preserving  tlie  bread-fruit, 
and  making  the  sour  paste  of  it  called  Maihee,  as  at  the 
Society  Islands ;  and  it  was  some  satisfaction  to  us,  in  re- 
turn for  their  great  kindness  and  hospitality,  to  have  it  in 
our  power  to  teach  them  this  useful  secret  They  are  ex- 
ceedingly cleanly  at  their  meals ;  and  their  mode  of  dress- 
ing both  their  animal  and  vegetable  food  was  universally 
allowed  to  be  greatly  superior  to  ours.  The  chiefs  constant* 
ly  begin  their  meal  with  a  dose  of  the  exUact  of  pepper- 
root,  brewed  after  the  usual  manner.  The  women  eat  apart 
from  the  men,  and  are  tabooed,  or  forbidden,  as  has  been 
already  mentioned,  the  use  of  pork,  turtle,  and  particular 
*  kinds  of  plantains.  However,  they  would  eat  pork  with  us 
in  private;  but  we  could  never  prevail  upon  them  to 
touch  the  two  last  articles. 

The  way  of  spending  their  time  appears  to  be  very  sim- 
ple, and  to  admit  of  little  variety.  They  rise  with  the  sun  ^  ' 
and,  after  enjoying  the  cool  of  the  evening,  retire  to  rest  a 
few  hours  after  sun-set.  The  making  of  canoes  and  mats 
forms  the  occupations  of  the  Erees;  the  women  are  employ* 
ed  in  manufacturing  cloth ;  and  the  Towtows  are  principal- 
ly eneaged  in  the  plantations  and  fishing.  Their  idle  houry 
are  filled  up  with  various  amusements.  Their  young  men 
^and  women  a:^  fond  of  dancing ;  and  on  more  solemn  oc- 
casions, they  have  boxing  and  wrestling  matches,  after  the 
manner  of  the  Friendly  Islands ;  though,  in  all  these  re* 
sipects,  they  are  much  inferior  to  the  latter* 
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Their  dances  have  a  muich  nearer  resemblance  to  those 
of  the  New  Zealanders  than  of  the  Otaheiteans  or  Friend* 
)y  Islanders.  They  are  prefaced  with  a  slow,  solemn  songi 
in  which  all  the  party  ^oin,  moving  their  legs,  and  gently 
striking  their  breasts,  m  a  manner,  and  with  attitudes,  that 
are  perfectly  easy  and  graceful ;  and  so  far  they  are  the 
same  with  the  dancers  or  the  other  Society  Islands.  When 
this  has  lasted  about  ten  minutes,  both  the  tune  and  mo- 
tions gradually  (juicken,  and  end  only  by  their  inability  to 
support  the  ratigue ;  which  part  of  the  performance  is 
the  exact  counterpart  of  that  of  the  New  Zealanders ;  and 
(as  it  is  among  them)  the  person  who  uses  the  most  violent 
action,  and  holds  out  the  longest,  is  applauded  as  the  best 
dancer,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that,  in  this  dance,  the  wo- 
men only  take  a  part ;  and  that  the  dancing  of  the  men  is 
nearly  of  the  same  kind  with  what  we  saw  of  the  small  par» 
ties  at  the  Friendly  Islands ;  and  which  may,  perhaps,  with 
more  propriety,  be  called  the  Pt-companiment  of  songs,  with 
corresponding  and  graceful  motions  of  the  whole  body. 
Yet,  as  we  were  spectators  of  boxing  exhibitions,  of  the 
same  kind  with  those  we  were  entertained  with  at  the 
Friendly  Islands,  it  is  probable  that  they  had  likewise  their 
grand  ceremonious  dances,  in  which  numbers  of  both  sexes 
assisted. 

Their  music  is  also  of  a  ruder  kind,  having  neither  flutes 
nor  reeds,  nor  instruments  of  any  other  sort,  that  we  saw, 
except  drums  of  various  sizes.  But  their  songs,  which  they 
sung  in  piHrt8,iand  accompany  with  a  gentle  motion  of  the 


*  As  this  eircumstance,  of  their  tinging  in  partt,  has  been  much  doubt* 
ed  by  penens  eminently  skilled  in  music,  and  would  be  exceedingly  curi. 
ous  if  It  were  clearly  ascertained,  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  it  cannot  be 
taore  positively  autlienticatoJ. 

Captain  Burney,  and  Captain  Phillips,  of  the  marines,  who  both  have 
a  tolerable  knowledge  of  music,  have  given  it  as  their  opinion^  that  they 
did  sing  in  parts ;  tliat  is  to  say,  that  they  sung  together  in  different  notes, 
which  H>rmed  a  pleasing  harmony. 

These  gentlemen  have  fully  testified,  that  the  Friendly  Islanders  un> 
doubtedly  studied  their  performances  before  they  were  exhibited  in  pub. 
lie ;  that  they  had  an  idea  of  different  notes  hiing  useful  in  harmony ; 
.  wid  also,  that  they  rehearsed  their  compositions  in  private,  and  threw  oul 
the  iuferior  voices,  before  they  ventured  to  appear  before  those  who  were 
supposed  to  be  judges  of  their  skill  in  music. 

In  their  regular  concerts  each  man  had  a  bamboo,  which  was  of  a  dif- 
fereat  length  and  gave  a  different  tone }  these  they  beat  against  the 
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arms,  in  the  same  manner  as  llie  Friendly  Islanders,  had  a 
very  pleasing  eflecl. 

It  is  very  Veoiarkable  that  the  people  of  lUese  islandn  are 
great  gamblers.  They  have  a  ga«-  e  very  much  Hke  our 
draughts;  but  if  one  may  juuge  from  the  number  of 
squares,  it  is  much  more  intricate.  The  board  is  about  two 
feet  long,  and  is  divided  into  two  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
squares,  of  which  there  are  fourteen  in  a  row;  and  they 
make  use  of  black  and  white  pebbles,  which  they  move  from 
square  to  square. 

There  is  another  game,  which  consists  in  hiding  a  stone 
under  a  piece  of  cloth,  which  one  of  the  parties  spreads 
out,  and  rumpUs  in  such  a  manner  that  the^lace  where 
the  stone  lies  is  difficult  to  be  distinguished.  The  antago- 
nist, wiJh  a  stick,  then  strikes  the  part  of  the  cloth  where 
he  imagines  the  stone  to  be  ;  ami  as  the  chances  are,  upon 
the  whole,  considerably  against  his  hitting  it,  odds,  of  all 
degrees,  varying  v/ith  the  opinion  of  the  skill  of  the  parties^ 
are  laid  on  the  side  of  him  who  hides. 

Besides 

{{rotlfld,  Mdetoch  performer,  assisted  by  the  note  given  by  thiV  instrumenf, 
repeated  the  same  note,  accompanying  it  by  words,  bv  whkh  tjieana  it  was 
rendered  sometimes  short  and  sometimes  long.  In  this  manner  they  sing 
in  chorus,  and  not  only  produced  octaves  to  each  other,  according  to  their 
different  speMes  of  voice,  but  fell  on  concords,  such  as  were  not  disagree* 
able  to  the  ear. 

Now,  to  overturn  this  fact,  by  the  reasoning  of  persons  who  did  not 
hear  these  performances,  is  ratlier  an  arduous  task.  And  yet  there  is  great 
improbability,  tiiat  any  uncivilized  people  should,  by  accident,  arrive  at 
this  decree  of  perfection  in  the  art  of  music,  which,  we  imagine,  can  only 
be  attamcd  by  dint  of  study,  and  knowledge  of  the  system  and  theory  up- 
on which  musioal  composition  is  founded.  Such  miserable  Jargon  as  oi^r 
country  psalip-tingers  practise,'  wbkh  may  be  justly  deemed  the  lowest 
class  of  counterpoint,  or  singiDg  In  several  parts,  cannot  be  acquired,  in 
the  coarse  manner  in  wliicb  it  is  performed  in  the  churches,  without  con« 
sidernble  time  and  practice.  It  is  therefore  scarcely  credible,  that  a  people, 
semi-barbarous,  should  paturally  arrive  nt  any  perfection  m  that  art,  which 
it  is  much  doubted,  whether  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  with  all  their  refine^ 
ments  in  music,  ever  attained,  and  which  the  Chiaese,  who  have  l>een 
longer  civilized  than  any  people  on  the  ^lobe,  have  not  yet  found  out. 

If  Captain  Bumey  (who,  by  the  testimony  of  his  father,  perhaps  the 
greatest  musical  theorist  of  thi»  or  any  other  age,  was  aUe  to  have  done 
k)  had  written  down,  in  European  notesj  the  concords  that  these  people 
sing ;  and  if  these  concords  had  been  such  as  European  ears  could  tols* 
rate,  there  would  have  been  no  loneer  doubt  of  the  fact ;  but,  as  it  is,  it 
would,  in  my  opinion,  be  a  rash  ju^inent  to  venture  to  afifirm,  that  they 
did  or  did  not  understand  counterpoint ;  and  therefore  I  fear  (hat  this  cu- 
rious matter  nitist  he  considered  as  still  remaining  undecided. 
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fiesides  theae  Kamet,  they  frequently  amuie  theinielvefl 
with  racing  matcnes  between  the  boys  and  girU ;  and  bare, 
a^ain,  they  wager  with  great  spirit.  I  saw  a  man  in  a  most 
violent  rage,  tearing  his  hair,  and  beating  his  breast,  after 
losing  three  hatchets  at  one  of  these  races,  which  be  had 
just  before  purchased  from  us  with  half  his  substance. 

Swimming  is  not  only  a  necessary  art,  in  which  both 
Iheir  men  and  women  are  more  expert  than  any  people  wc 
bad  hitherto  seen,  but  a  favourite  diversion  amongst  th^m. 
One  particular  mode,  in  which  they  sometimes  amused 
Ihemselves  with  this  exercise,  in  Karakakooa  Bay,  appear- 
«<1  to  us  most  perilous  and  extraordinary,  and  well  deser- 
f  ing  a  distinct  relation. 

The  surf,  which  breaks  on  the  coast  round  the  bay,  ez*> 
tends  to  the  distance  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
from  the  shore,  within  which  space  the  surges  of  the  sea, 
accumulating  from  the  shallowness  of  the  water,  are  dashed 
against  the  beach  with  prodigious  violence.  Whenever,  from 
stormy  weather,  or  any  extraordinary  swell  at  sea,  the  im- 
petuosity of  the  surf  is  incrcHsed  to  its  utmost  height,  they 
choose  that  time  for  this  amusement,  which  is  performed 
p  the  following  manner :  Twenty  or  thirty  of  tlie  natives, 
taking  each  a  long  narrow  board,  rounded  at  the  ends,  set 
cot  together  from  the  shore.  The  first  wave  they  meet  they 
plunge  under,  and,  suffering  it  to  roll  over  them,  rise  again 
Deyond  it,  and  make  the  best  of  their  way,  by  swimming 
out  into  the  sea.  The  seeond  wave  is  encountered  in  the 
same  manner  with  the  first ;  the  great  difficulty  consisting 
in  seizine  the  proper  moment  of  diving  under  it,  which,  if 
missed,  the  person  is  caught  by  the  surf,  and  driven  back 
again  with  great  violence ;  and  all  his  dexterity  is  then  re- 
quired to  prevent  himself  from  being  dashed  against  the 
rocks.  As  soon  as  they  have  gained,  by  these  repeated  ef- 
forts, the  smooth  water  beyond  the  surf,  they  lay  them- 
^Ives  at  length  on  their  board,  and  prepare  themselves  for 
their  return.  As  the  surf  consists  of  a  number  of  waves,  of 
which  everv  third  is  remarked  to  be  always  much  larger 
than  the  others,  and  to  flow  higher  on  the  shore,  the  rest 
breaking  in  the  intermediate  space,  their  first  object  is  to 
place  themselves  on  the  summit  of  the  largest  surge,  by 
which  they  are  driven  along  with  amazing  rapidity  toward 
the  shore.  If,  by  mistake,  thev  should  place  themselves  on 
one  of  the  smaller  waves^  which  breaks  before  they  reach 
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the  land,  or  sbould  not  be  able  to  keep  their  plank  in  a 
proper  direction  on  the  top  of  the  iweli,  they  are  left  »• 
posed  to  the  fury  of  the  next,  and,  to  avoid  it,  are  obliged 
again  to  dive,  and  regain  the  place  from  which  they  wti 
out.  Thole  who  lucceed  in  their  object  of  reaching  the 
shore,  have  still  the  greatest  danger  to  encounter.  The 
coast  being  guarded  by  a  chain  of  rocks,  with  here  and 
fher<  a  small  opening  between  them,  they  are  obliged  to 
steer  their  board  through  one  of  these,  or,  in  case  of  fail- 
ure, to  quit  it  before  thev  reach  the  rocks,  and,  plunging 
under  tUe  wave»  make  the  best  of  their  way  back  again. 
This  is  reckoned  very  difegraceful,  and  is  also  attended  with 
the  lose  of  the  board,  which  I  have  often  seen,  with  great 
terror,  dashed  to  pieces,  at  the  very  moment  the  islander 
quitted  it.  The  boldness  and  address  with  which  we  saw 
them  perlbrm  these  difficult  and  dangerous  manoeuvreSf 
were  altogether  astonishing,  and  is  scarcely  to  be  credit 
ed.* 

An  accident,  of  which  I  was  a  near  spectator,  shews  at 
how  early  a  period  they  arc  so  far  familiarized  to  the  wa- 
ter, as  both  to  lose  all  fears  of  it,  and  to  set  its  dangers  at 
defiance.  A  canoe  being  overset,  in  which  was  a  woman 
with  her  children,  one  of  them  an  infant,  who>  I  am  con- 
vinced, was  fiot  more  than  four  years  old,  seemed  highly 
delighted  with  what  had  happened,  swimming  about  at  its 
ease,  and  playing  a  hundred  tricks,  till  the  canoe  was  put 
to  rights  again. 

Besides  the  amusements  I  have  already  mentioned,  the 
young  children  have  one,  which  was  much  played  at,  and 
shewed  no  small  degree  of  dexterity.  They  take  a  short 
stick,  with  a  peg  sharpened  at  both  ends,  running  through 
one  extremity  of  it,  and  extending  about  an  inch  on  each 
side )  and  throwing  up  a  ball,  made  of  green  leaves,  mould- 
ed together,  snd  secured  with  twine,  they  catch  it  on  the 
point  of  the  peg ;  and  immediately  throwing  it  up  again 
from  the  peg,  they  turn  the  stick  round,  and  thus  keep 
catching  it  on  each  peg  alternately,  without  missing  it,  for 
a  considerable  time.  They  are  not  less  expert  at  another 
jgame  of  the  same  nature,  tossing  up  in  the  air,  and  catch- 
ing, in  their  turns,  a  number  of  these  balls ;  so  that  we  fre- 

'^"  '    -       quently 

» ,    •     '  ■■■■•  '  -  .     i       »        • 

^  An  amusement  somewhat  umilor  to  this,  at  Otaheits,  has  been  el9e> 
where  described. 
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quently  aavr  little  children  tliua  keep  in  motion  five  at  a 
time.  With  this  latter  ulay  the  young  people  likewiie  di- 
vert themseivet  at  the  Friendly  Islandt.  ■* 

The  great  resemblnnce  which  prevail!  in  the  mode  of 
agriculture  and  navigation,  amongst  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  South  Seu  Islands,  leaves  me  very  little  to  add  on  those 
heads.  Captain  Couk  has  already  described  the  figure  of 
the  canoes  we  saw  at  Atooi.  Those  of  the  other  islandt 
were  precisely  the  same ;  and  the  largest  we  saw  was  a 
double  canoe,  belonging  to  Terreeoboo,  which  measured 
seventy  feet  in  length,  three  and  a  halt  in  depth,  and  twelve 
in  breadth ;  and  each  was  hollowed  out  of  one  tree. 
•'  The  progress  they  have  made  in  sculpture,  their  skill  ia 
painting  cloth,  and  their  munufncturing  of  mats«  have  been 
all  particularly  described.  The  most  curious  specimens  of 
the  former,  which  we  saw  during  our  second  visit,  are  the 
bowls  in  which  the  chiefs  drink  ttva.  These  are  usually 
about  eight  or  ten  inches  in  diameter,  perfectly  round,  and 
beautifully  polished.  They  are  supported  by  three,  and 
sometimes  four  small  human  figures,  in  various  attitudes. 
Some  of  them  rest  on  the  hands  of  their  supporters,  ex- 
tended over  the  head ;  others  on  the  head  and  hands ;  and 
some  on  the  shoulders.  The  figures,  I  am  told,  are  accu- 
rately proportioned,  and  neatly  finished,  and  even  the  ana-> 
tomy  of  the  mus<.-le8,  in  supporting  the  weight,  well  ex 
pressed. 

Their  cloth  is  made  of  the  same  materials,  and  in  the 
same  manner,  as  at  the  Friendly  and  Society  Islands.  That 
which  is  designed  to  be  painted)  is  of  a  thick  and  strong 
texture,  several  folds  being  beat  and  incorporated  to- 
gether; after  which  it  is  cut  in  breadths,  about  two  or 
three  feet  wide,  and  is  painted  in  a  variety  of  patterns, 
with  a  comprehensiveness  and  regularity  of  design  that 
bespeaks  infinite  taste  and  fancy.  The  exactness  with  which 
the  most  intricate  patterns  are  continued  is  the  more  sur- 
prising, when  we  consider  that  they  have  no  stamps,  and 
that  tne  whole  is  dpne  by  the  eye,  with  pieces  of  bamboo- 
cane  dipped  in  paint ;  the  band  being  supported  by  an- 
other piece  of  the  cane,  in  the  manner  practised  by  our 
painters.  Their  colours  are  extracted  from  the  same  ber- 
ries, and  other  vegetable  substances,  as  at  Olaheite,  which 
have  been  already  described  by  former  voyagers. 

The  business  of  painting  belongs  entirely  to  the  women, 
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•nd  it  called  kipparee;  and  it  ii  remaikable  that  they  al- 
vraya  gave  the  same  oaroe  to  our  writing.  The  young  wo« 
men  would  often  take  the  pen  out  of  our  hands,  and  sheir 
us  that  they  knew  the  use  of  it  as  well  as  we  did  ;  at  the 
same  time  telling  us  that  our  pens  were  not  so  good  ai 
theirs.  They  looked  upon  a  sheet  of  written  paper  as  a 
piece  of  cloth  8tript>d  after  the  fashion  of  our  country ;  and 
it  was  not  without  the  utmost  difficulty  that  we  cuuld  make 
them  understand  that  our  figures  hud  a  meaning  in  them 
which  theirs  had  not. 

Their  mats  are  made  of  the  leaves  of  the  pandamu ;  and, 
as  well  as  their  cloths,  are  beautifully  worked  in  a  variety 
of  patterns,  and  stained  of  different  colours.  Some  have  a 
ground  of  pale  green,  spotted  with  squares  or  rhomboids 
of  red ;  othen  are  of  a  straw  colour,  spotted  with  green  ; 
and  others  are  worked  with  beautiful  stripes,  either  in 
straight  or  waving  lines  of  red  and  brown.  In  this  article 
of  manufacture,  whether  we  regard  the  strength,  fineness, 
or  beauty,  they  certainly  excel  the  whole  world. 

Their  fishing-hooks  are  made  of  mother-of-pearl,  bone, 
or  wood,  pointed  and  barbed  with  small  bones  or  tortoise- 
shell.  They  are  of  various  sizes  and  forms,  but  the  most 
common  are  about  two  or  three  inches  long,  and  made  in 
the  shape  of  a  small  fish,  which  serves  as  a  bait,  having  a 
bunch  of  feathers  tied  to  the  head  or  tail.  Those  with  which 
they  fish  for  sharks  are  of  a  very  large  size,  being  general- 
ly six  or  eight  inches  long.  Considering  the  materials  of 
which  these  hooks  were  made,  their  strength  and  neatness 
are  really  astonishing;  and,  in  fact,  we  found  them,  upon 
trial,  much  superior  to  our  omvu. 

The  line  which  they  us>^  tor  fishing,  for  making  nets,  and 
for  other  domestic  pii>  poses,  is  of  dinerent  degrees  of  fine- 
ness, and  is  made  of  ihe  bark  of  the  touta,  or  cloth-tree  ; 
neatly  and  evenlv  twisie<^,  in  the  same  manner  as  our  com- 
mon twine;  and  indv  oe  continued  to  any  length.  They 
have  a  finer  sort,  made  of  the  bark  of  a  small  shrub,  called 
areemah;  and  the  finest  is  made  of  human  hair;  but  this 
last  is  chiefly  used  for  things  of  ornament.  They  also  make 
cordage  of  a  stronger  kind,  for  the  rigging  of  their  canoes, 
from  the  fibrous  coatings  of  the  cocoa-nuts.  Some  <  this 
we  purchased  for  our  own  use,  and  found  it  well  adapted 
to  the  smaller  kinds  of  the  running  rigging.  They  likewise 
make  another  sort  of  cordage,  which  is  flat,  und  exceed- 

-  '  '  ingly 


'fi. 


MoikrH  Cirdtrnkm^athiu.    fait  hi.  uook  hi. 


p\ 


\\ 


J'i 


r 


iDgljr  ^troDgf  abd  liied  principaDy  in  lathing  the  roofing  of 
their  booies,air  whatever  they  #ish  to  fatten  tight  together. 
This  hMt  is  hot  twisted  like  the  former  lortii,  but  it  made  of 
the  fibrdii^  strings  of  the  cocoa-nut's  coat,  plaited  With  the 
fingers,  in  the  manner  our  tailors  make  their  points  for  the 
rerang  of  sails. 

The  gourds,  which  grow  to  so  enormous  a  size,  that  some 
of  them  are  capable  of  containing  from  ten  to  twelve  gal- 
lons, are  applied  to  all  manner  of  domestic  |>urposes ;  and 
in  order  to  nt  them  the  better  to  their  respetitive  uses,  they 
have  the  ingenuity  to  give  them  different  forms,  by  tying 
bandages  rohnd  them  during  their  growth.  Thus  some  of 
them  are  of  a  long  cylindrical  form,  as  best  adapted  to  con- 
tain their  fishing-tackle ;  others  are  of  a  dish  form,  and 
these  serve  to  hold  their  salt  and  salted  provisions,  their 
puddings,  vegetables^  &c.  which  two  sorts  have  neat  close 
covers,  made  likewise  of  the  gourd ;  others,  again,  are  ex- 
actly in  thfe  shape  of  a  bottle  with  a  long  neck,  and  in  these 
they  keep  their  water.  They  have  likewise  a  method  of 
scoring  tnem  with  a  heated  instrument,  so  as  to  give  them 
the  appearance  of  being  painted  in  a  variety  of  neat  and 
elegant  dengns. 

Amongst  their  arts,  we  must  not  forget  that  of  making 
salt,  with  which  we  were  amply  supplied  duting  our  stay  at 
these  islands,  and  which  was  perfectly  good  of  its  kind. 
Their  salt-pans  are  made  of  earth,  lined  with  clay ;  being 

§enerallv  six  or  eight  feet  square,  and  about  eight  inches 
eep.  They  are  raised  upon  a  bank  of  stones  near  to  high- 
water  mark,  from  whence  the  salt-water  is  conducted  to 
the  foot  of  them  in  small  trenches,  out  of  which  they  are 
filled,  and  the  sun  quickly  performs  the  necessary  process 
of  evaporation.  The  salt  we  procured  at  Atooi  and  Onee- 
heow,  on  our  first  visit,  Was  o^  a  brown  and  dirty  sort ;  but 
that  which  we  afterward  got  in  Karakakooa  Bay  was  white, 
and  of  A  mosl  excellent  quality,  and  in  great  abundance. 
Besides  the  quantity  we  used  in  salting  pork,  we  filled  all 
our  empty  casks,  amounting  to  sixteen  puncheons,  in  the 
Resolution  only. 

Their  instruments  of  war  aire  spears,  daggers,  called  pa- 
kooatf  clubs,  and  slings.  The  spears  are  of  two  sorts,  and 
made  of  a  hard  solid  wood,  which  has  much  the  appear- 
ance of  mahogany.  One  sort  is  from  six  to  eight  feet  in 
length,  finely  polished,  and  gradually  increasing  in  thick- 
ness 
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new  from  the  extremity  till  within  aboat  half  a  fodt  of  the 
point,  which  tapen  laddenly,  and  it  furnished  with  four 
or  six  rows  of  barbs.  It  is  not  improbable  that  these  might 
be  used  in  the  way  of  darts.  The  other  sort»  with  which  we 
saw  the  warriors  at  Owhyhee  and  Atooi  mostly  armed,  arc 
twelve  or  fifteen  feet  long,  and,  instead  of  being  barbed, 
terminate  toward  the  point  like  their  daggers. 

The  dagger,  or  pt^iooa,  is  made  of  heavy  black  wood,  re* 
sembling  ebony.  Its  length  is  froih  one  to  two  feet,  with  a 
string  passing  through  the  handle,  for  the  purpose  of  sus* 
pending  it  to  the  arm. 

The  clubs  are  made  indifferently  of  several  sorts  of  wood. 
They  are  of  rude  workmanship,  and  of  a  Taliety  of  shapes 
and  sizes. -^  ^7  ^'U.i  ■  '-■^  .m-  mT'-s-^-J;,  i;^!ff?:iv» 

The  slings  have  nothing  singular  about  them ;  and  in  no 
respect  diner  from  our  common  slinjjs,  except  that  the 
atone  is  lodged  on  a  piece  of  matting  instead  of  leather. 
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General  Account  of  the  Sandwich  Islands^  eontimud.--Go^ 
vemment. — Pemle  divided  into  three  Clatus, — Tamtf  of 
Erreetaboo.— Genealogy  of  the  Kir^  of  Owhyhee  and 
Mowee.-— Power  of  the  Cfueft. — State  of  the  inferior  Clou. 
— Funithment  of  Cnmeu-^Uelmon, — Society  of  Prkdt, — ' 
— The  Orono. — Their  Idok.'^Songt  chanted  by  the  Chiefi, 
before  they  drirUc  Ava. — Human  Saerijicet. — CuUom  of 
knocking  out  the  fore  Teeth. — Notiom  with  regard  to  a  fu- 
ture State. — Marriagei,— Remarkable  Inttance  ofj&uouf 
ty. — Faneral  Rita, 

Thb  people  of  these  islands  are  manifestly  divided  into 
three  classes.  The  iirst  are  the  Erees,  or  chiefs,  of  each 
district,  one  of  which  is  superior  to  the  rest,  and  is  called 
at  Owhyhee  Eree-taboo,  and  Eree-moee.  By  the  first  of 
these  words  they  express  his  absolute  authority ;  and  by 
the  latter,  that  all  are  obliged  to  prostrate  themselves  for 
put  themselves  to  sleep,  as  the  word  signifies)  in  his  pre- 
sence. The  second  class  are  those  who  appear  to  enjoy  a 
right  of  property  without  authority.  The  third  are  the  toa^ 
tows,  or  servants,  who  have  neither  rank  nor  property. 

It  is  not  posiiible  to  give  any  thing  like  a  systematical 
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account  of  the  sobordination  of  these  classes  to  each  other, 
vrithout  departing  from  that  strict  veracity,  which,  in  works 
of  this  nature,  is  more  satisfactory  than  conjectures,  how- 
ever ingenious,  i  will,  therefore,  content  myself  with  rela-  ° 
ting  such  facts  as  we  were  witnesses  to  ourselves,  and  such 
accounts  as  we  thought  could  be  depended  upon ;  and  shall 
leave  the  reader  to  form  from  them  his  own  ideas  of  the 
nature  of  their  government. 

The  great  power  and  high  rank  of  Terreeoboo,  the  Eree- 
tahoo  of  Owhyhee,  was  very  evident,  from  the  manner  in 
which  he  was  received  at  Karakakooa,  on  his  Brst  arrival. 
All  the  natives  were  seen  prostrated  at  the  entrance  of  their 
houses ;  and  the  canoes,  for  two  days  before,  were  tabooed, 
or  forbidden  to  go  out,  till  he  took  off  the  restraint.  He  . 
WQA  at  this  time  just  returned  from  Mowee,  for  the  posses- 
sion of  which  he  was  contending  in  favour  of  his  son  Tee- 
warro,  who  had  married  the  daughter  and  only  child  of  the 
late  king  of  that  island,  against  Tabecterrce,  his  surviving 
brother.  He  was  attended,  in  this  expedition,  by  many  of 
his  warriors ;  but  whether  their  service  was  voluntary,  or  the 
condition  on  which  they  hold  their  rank  and  property,  we 
could  not  learn. 

That  he  collects  tribute  from  the  subordinate  chiefs,  we 
had  8  very  striking  proof  in  the  instance  of  Kaoo,  which 
has  been  already  relatecf  in  our  transactions  of  the  2d  and 
3d  of  February. 

I  have  before  mentioned,  that  the  two  most  powerful 
chiefs  of  these  islands,  are,  Terreeoboo  of  Owhyhee,  and 
Perreeorannee  of  Wohahoo  ;  the  rest  of  the  smaller  isles 
being  subject  to  one  or  other  of  these ;  Mowee,  and  its 
dependencies,  being  at  this  time  claimed,  as  we  have  just 
observed,  by  Terreeoboo,  for  Teewarro,  his  son  and  intend- 
ed successor;  Atooi  anr^  Oneeheow  being  governed  by  the 
grandsons  of  f  erreorannee. 

The  following  genealogy  of  the  Owhyhee  and  Mowee 
kings,  which  I  collected  from  the  priests,  during  our  resi- 
dence at  the  moral,  in  Karakakooa  Bay,  contams  all  the 
information  I  could  procure  relative  to  the  political  histo 
xy  of  these  islands. 

This  account  reaches  to  four  chiefs,  predecessors  of  the 
present ;  all  of  whom  they  represent  to  have  lived  to  an 
old  age.    Their  names  and  successions  are  as  follows  : 

First,  Poorahoo  Awhykaia  was  king  of  Owhyhee,.  and 
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had  an  only  son  called  Neerooagooa.  At  this  time  Mowee 
was  governed  by  Mokoakea,  who  hail  also  an  only  son, 
named  Papikaneeou. 

S«>rondly,  Neeroougooa  had  three  sons,  the  eldest  named 
Kaiipvee;  and  Papikaneeou,  of  the  Movee  race,  had  an 
only  son,  named  Kaowreeka. 

Thirdly,  Kahavce  had  an  only  son,  Kayenewee  a  mum- 
mow;  and  Kaowreeka,  the  Mowee  king,  bad  two  sons, 
Maiha-maiha,  and  Taheeterree ;  the  latter  cf  whom  is 
BOW,  by  one  party,  acknowledged  chief  of  Mowee. 
•  Fourthly,  Kayenewee  a  mummow  had  two  sons,  Terree- 
oboo  and  Kaihooa;  and  Maiha-maiha,  king  of  Mowee, 
bad  no  son,  but  left  a  daughter  called  Roaho. 

Fifthly,  Terreeoboo,  the  present  king  of  Owhyhee,  bad 
'  a  son,  named  Teewarro,  by  Rora-rora,  the  widow  of  Mai- 
ha-maiha, late  king  of  Mowee ;  and  this  son  has  married 
Roaho,  his  half-sister,  in  whose  right  be  claims  Mowee 
and  its  appendages. 

Taheeterree,  the  brother  of  the  late  king,  supported  by 
a  co:.siderable  party,  who  were  not  willing  that  the  posses- 
sions should  [lo  into  another  family,  took  up  arms,  and  op- 
posed t^e      ;,■  i»  of  his  niece. 

When  ^  re  first  off  Mowee,  Terreeoboo  was  there 
with  hisv.a.i.ors,  to  support  the  claims  of  his  wife,  his  son, 
and  daughter-in-law,  and  had  fought  a  battle  with  the  op- 
posite party,  in  which  Taheeterree  was  worsted.  We  after- 
wards understood  that  matters  had  been  compromised,  and 
that  Taheeterree  is  to  have  the  possession  of  the  three 
neighbouring  islands  during  his  life ;  that  Teewarro  is  ac- 
knowledged the  chief  of  Mowee,  and  will  also  succeed  to 
the  kingdpm  of  Owhyhee  on  the  death  of  Terreeoboo  i 
and  also  to  the  sovereignly  of  the  three  islands  contiguous 
to  Mowee,  on  the  death  of  Taheeterree.  Teewarro  has 
been  lately  married  to  his  half-sister,  and,  should  he  die 
without  issue,  the  government  of  these  islands  descends  to 
Maiha-maiha,  whom  we  have  often  had  occasion  to  men- 
tion, he  being  the  son  of  Kaihooa,  the  deceased  brother  of 
Terreeoboo.  Should  he  also  die  without  issue,  they  could 
not  tell  who  would  succeed  ;  for  the  two  youngest  sons  of 
Terreeoboo,  one  of  whom  he  appears  to  be  exceedingly 
fond  of,  being  born  of  a  woman  of  no  rank,  would,  from 
this  circumstance,  be  debarred  all  right  of  succession.  We 
had  not  an  opportunity  of  seeing  queen  Rora-rora,  whom 
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Terreaoboo  h  -^  left  behind  at  Mowee;  but  we  have  al- 
ready iiad  occasion  to  take  notice,  that  he  was  accompa- 
nied by  Kanee-kabareea,  the  mother  of  the  two  youfhsj  to 
whom  he  wils  inoch  attached. 

'  From  thii  aceouut  of  the  genealogy  of  the  Owhyhe^ 
and  Mowee  monarchs,  it  is  pretty  clear  that  the  govern* 
ment  is  hereditary;  which  also  makes  it  very  probable, 
that  *'v:  inferior  titles,  and  property  itself,  descend  in  the 
same  .jurse.  With  re&:ard  to  Perreeorapnee,  we  could  on- 
ly learn  that  he  is  an  Eree-taboo ;  th^t  he  was  invading  tha 
possession  of  Taheeterree,  btit  on  what  pretence  wc  were 
not  informed ;  and  that  his  grandsons  governed  the  islands 
to  leeward. 

The  power  of  the  Ereee  over  the  inferior  classes  of  people 
appears  to  ht  very  absolute.  Many  instances  of  this  occur- 
red daily  during  our  stay  amongst  them,  and  have  been  al- 
ready related.  The  people,  on  the  other  hand,  pay  them 
the  most  implicit  obedience ;  and  this  state  of  servility  has 
liitinifestly  had  a  great  effect  in  debasine  both  their  mihds 
and  bodies.  It  is,  however,  remarkable,  that  the  chiefs 
Were  never  guilty,  as  far  at  least  as  came  within  my  know- 
ledge, of  any  acts  of  cruelty  or  injustice,  or  even  of  inso- 
lent behaviour  toWard  them ;  though,  at  the  sitme  time, 
they  exercised  their  power  over  one  another  in  the  moat 
haughty  and  oppressive  manner.  Of  this  I  shall  give  two* 
iiistadces.  A  chief  of  the  lower  order  had  behaved  With 
great  civility  to  the  master  of  the  ship.  When  he  went  to 
examine  Karakakooa  Bay,  the  day  before  the  ship  first  ar- 
rived  there;  and,  in  return,  I  afterward  canfifid  him  on 
board,  and  introduced  him  to  Captain  Cookj  Who  invited 
him  to  dine  with  us.  While  we  were  at  table,  Pareea  en- 
tered, whose  face  but  too  plainly  manifesfed  his  indignrti^ 
tion  at  seeing  our  guest  in  so  honourable  a  sitUatiott.  He 
imiiiediately  seized  him  by  the  hair  of  the  head,  and  w&s 
proceeding  to  drag  him  oat  of  the  cabin,  when  the  captaiil 
ihterfelred,  and,  afuir  h  great  deal  of  altercation,  all  the  ia- 
ddlgehce  we  could  obtain,  without  coming  to  a  quarrel 
lirith  Pareea,  was,  that  our  guent  should  be  suffered  to  re- 
miiin,  being  seated  trpbn  the  floor,  whilst  Pareea  filled  hia 
place  at  the  table.  At  another  time,  when  Terreeoboo  first 
came  on  board  the  Kesolution,  Maiha-maiha,  who  attend- 
ed him,  findittg  Paf^ea  oA  deck,  turned  him  out  of  the 
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sliip  in  the  most  iepominiQUs  manner;  and  yet  Ptfe<a  we 
certainly  kqew  to  be  a  man  of  the  first  consequence. 

Hpw  f^r  ^e  property  of  the  lower  class  is  secured  against 
the  rapacity  and  despotism  of  the  great  chiefs,  I  cannot 
«fiy,  but  it  should  seem  that  it  is  sufficiently  protected 
against  private  theft,  or  mutual  depredation ;  for  not  only 
their  plantations,  which  are  spread  over  the  whole  country, 
but  also  their  houses,  their  hogs,  and  their  cloth^  were  left 
qnguardad,  without  the  smallest  apprehensions.  I  have  al- 
ready remarked,  that  they  not  only  separate  their  posses- 
sion^  by  walls  in  the  plait  country,  but  that,  in  the  woods 
likewise,  wherever  the  horse-plantains  grow,  they  make 
use  of  small  white  flags,  in  the  same  manner,  and  for  the 
same  purpose  of  discriminating  property,  as  they  do  bunch> 
es  of  leaves  at  Otaheite.  All  which  circumstances,  if  they 
do  not  amount  to  proofs,  are  strong  indications  that  the 
power  of  the  chiefs,  where  property  is  concerned,  is  not  ar- 
bitrary, but  at  least  so  far  circumscribed  and  ascertained, 
as  to  make  it  worth  the  while  for  the  inferior  orders  to  cul- 
tivate the  soil,  and  to  occupy  their  possessions  distinct  from 
each  other. 

With  respect  to  the  administration  of  justice,  all  the  in- 
formation we  could  collect  was  very  imperfect  and  confi- 
ned, Whenever  any  of  the  lowest  class  of  people  had  a 
quarrel  amongst  themselves,  the  matter  in  dispute  was  re- 
ferred to  the  decision  of  some  chief,  probably  the  chief  of 
the  district,  or  the  person  to  whom  they  appertained.  If 
an  inferior  chief  had  given  cause  of  onence  to  one  of  a 
higher  rank,  the  feelings  of  the  latter  at  the  moment  seem- 
ed thb  only  measure  of  his  punishment.  If  he  had  the  good 
fortune  to  escapt.  the  first  transports  of  his  superior's  rage, 
he  generally  found  means,  through  the  mediation  of  some 
third  person,  to  compound  for  his  crime  by  a  part  or  the 
whole  of  his  property  and  effects.  These  were  the  only  facts 
that  came  to  our  knowledge -on  this  head. 

The  religion  of  these  people  resembles,  in  most  of  its 

?rincipal  features,  that  of  the  Society  and  Friendly  Islands, 
'heir  tnoraii,  their  whattas,  their  idols,  their  sacrifices,  and 
their  sacred  songs,  all  of  which  they  have  in  common  with 
each  other,  are  convincing  proofs  that  their  religious  no- 
tions are  derived  from  the  same  source.  In  the  length  and 
number  of  their  ceremonies,  this  branch  indeed  far  exceeds 
the  rest ;  and  though  in  all  these  countries  there  is  a  cer- 
tain 
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tain  class  of  men,  to  whose  care  the  performance  of  their 
religious  rites  is  committed,  yet  we  never  met  with  a  regu- 
lar society  of  priests,  till  we  discovered  the  cloisters  of  Ka- 
Icooa  in  Karakakooa  Bay.  The  head  of  this  order  was  call- 
ed Orom;  a  title  which  we  imagined  to  imply  something 
highly  sacred,  and  which,  in  the  person  of  Omeeah,  was 
honoured  almost  to  adoration.  It  is  probable,  that  the  pri- 
vilege of  entering  into  this  order  (at  least  as  to  the  princi- 
pal c  es  in  it)  is  limited  to  certain  families.  Omeeah,  the 
C/'on  <vas  the  son  of  Kaoo,  and  the  uncle  of  Kaireekeea, 
whicii  last  piesided,  during  the  absence  of  his  grandfather, 
in  ail  religious  ceremonies  at  the  morai.  It  was  also  remark 
ed,  that  the  child  of  Omeeah,  an  only  son,  about  five  years 
old,  was  never  suffered  to  appear  without  a  number  of  at- 
tendants, and  such  other  marks  of  care  and  solicitude  as  we 
saw  no  other  like  instance  of.  This  seemed  to  Indicate  that 
his  life  was  an  object  of  the  greatest  moment,  and  that  he 
was  destined  to  succeed  to  the  hiah  rank  of  his  father. 

It  has  been  mentioned,  that  the  title  of  Orono,  with  all 
its  honou.d,  was  given  to  Captain  Cook ;  and  it  is  also  cer- 
tain that  they  regarded  us  generally  as  a  race  of  {)eople  su- 
perior to  themselves,  and  used  often  to  say  that  great  Ea- 
tooa  dwelled  in  our  country.  The  little  image,  which  we 
have  before  described  as  the  favourite  idol  on  the  morai  in 
Karakakooa  Bay,  they  call  Koonooraekaiee,  and  said  it  was 
Terreeoboo's  god,  and  that  he  also  resided  amongst  us. 

There  are  found  an  infinite  variety  of  these  images  both 
on  the  morait,  and  within  and  without  their  houses,  to  which 
they  eive  different  names  ;  but  it  soon  became  obvious  to 
us  in  how  little  estimation  they  were  held,  from  their  fre- 
quent expressions  of  contempt  of  them,  and  from  their 
even  offering  them  to  sale  for  trifles.  At  the  same  time 
there  seldom  failed  to  be  some  one  particular  6gure  in  fa- 
vour, to  which,  whilst  this  preference  lasted,  all  their  ado- 
ration was  addressed.  This  consisted  in  arraying  it  in  red 
cloth,  beating  their  drums,  and  singing  hymns  before  it» 
laying  bunches  of  red  feathers,  and  different  sorts  of  vege^ 
tables,  at  its  feet,  and  exposing  m  pig  or  u  dog  to  rot  on 
the  whatta,  that  stood  near  it. 

In  a  bay  to  the  southward  of  Karakakooa,  a  party  of  our 
gentlemen  were  conducted  to  a  large  house,  in  which  they 
found  the  black  figure  of  a  man,  resting  on  his  finuers  ana 
toes,  with  his  bead  inclined  backward,  the  limbs  well  form- 
ed,. 
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ed^  and  exaclly  proportioned,  and  ihe  whole  beautifully 
polished.  This  figure  the  natives  call  Maee ;  and  round  it 
were  placed  thirteen  others  of  rude  and  distorted  shape«» 
which  they  said  were  the  Eatooas  of  several  deceased  chiefs^ 
whose  names  they  recounted.  The  place  was  full  of  what" 
tas,  on  which  lay  the  remains  of  their  oB'erin^.  They  like- 
wise give  a  place  in  their  houses  to  mnny  ludicrous  and 
some  obscene  idols,  like  the  Priapus  rf  the  ancients. 

It  hath  been  remarked  by  former  voyagers,  that,  both 
among  'he  Society  and  Friendly  Islanders,  an  adoration  is 
paid  to  particular  birds ;  and  I  am  led  to  believe  that  the 
same  custom  prevails  here ;  and  that,  probably,  the  raven 
is  the  object  of  it,  from  seeing  two  of  these  birds  tame  at 
the  village  of  Kakooa,  which  they  told  me  were  Eatooas; 
and,  refusing  every  thing  I  offered  for  them,  cautioned  me, 
at  the  same  tinie,  not  to  hurt  or  offend  them. 

Amongst  their  religious  ceremonies  may  be  reckoned  the 
prayers  and  offerings  made  by  the  priests  before  their  menls. 
Whilst  the  ava  is  chewing,  of  which  they  always  driiik  be- 
fore they  t>egin  their  recast,  the  person  of  the  highest  rank 
takes  the  lead  in  a  sort  of  hymn,  in  which  he  is  presently 
joined  by  one,  two,  or  more  of  the  company  ;  the  rest 
moving  li)eir  bodies,  and  striking  their  hands  gently  to- 
gether, in  concert  with  the  singers.  W '  ,  the  ava  is  ready, 
cups  of  it  are  handed  about  to  those  who  did  rot  join  in 
the  song,  which  they  keep  in  their  hands  till  it  is  ended; 
when,  uniting  :n  one  loud  response,  they  drink  off  their 
cup.  The  performers  of  the  hymn  are  then  served  with  ava, 
who  drink  it  after  a  repetition  of  the  same  ceremony ;  and 
if  there  be  present  one  of  a  very  superior  rank,  a  cup  is, 
last  of  all,  presented  to  him,  which,  after  chanting  somer 
time  alone,  and  being  answered  by  the  rest,  and  pouring  a 
little  out  on  the  ground,  he  drinks  off.  A  piece  of  the  flesh 
that  is  dressed  is  next  cut  off}  witltout  any  selection  of  the 
part  of  the  animal,  which,  together  with  some  of  the  vege- 
tables, being  deposited  at  the  foot  of  the  image  of  the 
Eatooa,  and  a  hymn  chanted,  their  meal  commences.  A 
ceremony  of  mud)  the  same  kind  is  also  performed  by  the 
chiefs,  whenever  they  drink  ava  between  their  meals. 

Human  sacrifices  are  more  frequent  here,  according  to 
the  account  of  the  natives  themselves,  than  in  any  other 
islands  we  visited.  These  horrid  ri»es  are  not  only  had  re  * 
course  to  upon  the  commencement  of  war^  and  preeeding 
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great  batUet  aod  other  tiffnal  enterprise!,  but  the  death  rf 
any  considerable  chief  ouIr  for  a  sacrifice  of  one  or  more 
IWAhm,  .according  to  hig  raok ;  and  we  were  told,  that  ten 
men  were  destined  to  suffer  on  the  death  of  Terreeoboo. 
What  may,  if  any  thing  possibly  can,  lessen,  in  some  smaU 
degree,  the  horror  ofthis  practice  is,  that  the  unhappy  vic- 
tims have  net  the  most  distant  intimation  of  their  fate. 
Those  who  are  fixed  upon  to  fall,  are  set  upon  with  clubs 
wherever  thev  happen  to  be,  and,  after  being  dispatched, 
are  brought  oead  to  the  place,  where  the  remainder  of  the 
rites  are  completed.  The  reader  will  here  call  to  his>  re- 
membrance the  skulls  of  the  captives  that  had  been  sacri- 
ficed at  the  death  of  some  great  chief,  and  which  were  fixed 
on  the  rails  round  the  top  of  the  morai  at  Kakooa.  We 
got  a  farther  piece  of  intelligence  upon  this  subject  at  the 
village  of  Kowrowa ;  where,  on  our  enquiring  into  the  use 
of  a  small  piece  of  ground,  inclosed  with  a  stone-fence,  we 
were  told  that  it  was  an  Here-etre,  or  burying-ground  of  a 
chief ;' and  there,  added  our  informer,  pointing  to  one  of 
the  corners,  lie  the  tat^ata  and  wahtene  taboo,  or  the  man 
and  woman  who  were  sacrificed  at  his  funeral. 

To  this  class  of  their  customs  may  also  be  referred  that 
of  knocking  out  their  fore-teeth.  Scarce  any  of  the  lower 
people,  and  very  few  of  the  chiefs,  were  seen,  who  had  not 
lost  one  or  more  of  them  ;  and  we  always  understood  that 
this  voluntary  punishment,  like  the  cutting  off  the  joints 
of  the  finger  at  the  Friendly  Islands,  was  not  inflicted  on 
themselves  from  the  violence  of  grief  on  the  death  of  their 
friends,  but  was  designed  as  a  propitiatory  sacrifice  to  the 
Eatooa,  to  avert  any  danger  or  mischief  to  which  they 
might  be  exposed. 

We  were  able  to  learn  but  little  of  their  notions  with  re- 
gard to  a  future  state.  Whenever  we  asked  them  whither 
the  dead  were  gone  i  we  were  always  answered,  that  the 
breath,  which  they  appeared  to  consider  as  the  soul,  or  im- 
mortal part,  was  gone  to  the  Eatooa  ;  and,  on  pushing  our 
enquiries  farther,  they  seemed  to  describe  some  particular 
place,  where  they  imagined  the  abode  of  the  deceased  to 
be ;  but  Wt?  could  not  perceive  that  the^  thought,  in  this 
Itftte,  cither  rewards  or  punishments  awaited  them. 
.  Having  p  romised  the  reader  an  explanation  of  what  was 
meant  by  ttic  word  taboOf  I  shall,  in  this  place,  lay  before 
him  the  particular  instances  that  fell  under  our  observation 
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of  iU  application  and  effects.  On  our  enquiring  into  tlie 
reasons  of  the  interdiction  of  all  intercourse  between  us  and 
the  natives^  the  day  preceding  the  arrival  of  Terreeoboo, 
we  were  told  that  the  bay  was  tabooed.  The  same  xestric  • 
tion  took  place,  at  our  request,  the  day  we  interred  the 
bones  of  Captain  Cook.  In  these  two  instances  the  natives 
paid  the  most  implicit  and  scrupulous  obedience,  but  whe- 
ther on  any  religious  principle,  or  merely  in  deference  to 
the  civil  authority  of  their  chiefs,  I  cannot  determine. 
When  the  ground  near  our  observatories,  and  the  place 
where  our  masts  lay,  were  tabooed,  by  sticking  small  wands 
round  them,  this  operated  in  a  manner  not  less  efficacious* 
But  though  this  mode  of  consecration  was  performed  by 
the  priests  only,  yet  still,  as  the  men  ventured  to  come 
withm  the  space,  when  invited  by  us,  it  should  seem  that 
they  were  under  no  religious  apprehensions,  and  that  their 
obedience  was  limited  to  our  refusal  only.  The  women 
could,  by  no  means,  be  induced  to  come  near  us ;  but  this 
was  probably  on  account  of  the  moral  adjoining,  which 
they  are  prohibited,  at  all  times,  and  in  all  the  islands  of 
those  seas,  from  approaching.  Mention  hath  been  already 
made,  that  women  are  always  tabooed,  or  forbidden  to  eat 
certain  kind  of  meats.  We  also  frequently  saw  several  at 
their  meals,  who  had  the  meat  put  into  their  mouths  by 
others ;  and,  on  our  asking  the  reason  of  this  singularity, 
were  told  that  they  were  tabooed,  or  forbidden  to  feed 
themselves.  This  prohibition,  we  understood,  was  always 
laid  on  them  after  they  had  assisted  at  any  funeral,  oc 
touched  a  dead  body,  and  also  on  other  occasions.  It  is 
necessary  to  observe,  tUat  on  these  occasions  they  apply 
the  word  taboo  indifferently  both  to  persons  and  things. 
Thus  they  say,  the  natives  were  tabooed,  or  the  bay  was  ta- 
booed, and  so  of  the  rest.  This  word  is  also  used  to  express 
any  thi'^g  sacred,  or  eminent,  or  devoted.  Thus  the  king 
of  Owhyhee  was  called  Eree-taboo,  a  human  victim,  tan- 

fata-taboo ;  and,  in  the  same  manner,  among  the  Friendly 
slanders,  Tonga,  the  island  where  the  king  resides,  is  na- 
med Tonga-taboo. 

Concerning  their  marriages,  I  can  afford  the  reader  little 
farther  satisfaction  than  informing  him,  that  such  a  rela- 
tion or  compact  existj  amongst  them.  I  have  already  had 
occasion  to  mention,  that  at  the  time  Terreeoboo  had  left 
his  queen  Rora-rora  at  Mowee,  he  was  attended  by  another 
VOL.  XVII.  »  woman, 
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voman,  by  whom  he  had  children,  and  to  whom  he  was 
very  much  attached  ;    but  how  far  polygamy,  properly 
speaking,  is  allowed,  or  how  far  it  is  mixed  with  concubi- 
nage, either  with  respect  to  the  king,  the  chiefs,  or  among 
the  inferior  orders,  too  few  facts  came  to  our  knowledge  to 
justify  any  conclusions.     It  hath  also  been  observed,  that, 
except  Knneekabareea,  and  the  wife  of  the  Orono,  with 
three  women  whom  I  shall  have  occasion  hereafter  to  men- 
tion, we  never  saw  any  female  of  high  rank.    From  what 
I  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  of  the  domestic  con- 
cerns of  the  lowest  class,  the  house  seemed  to  be  under  the 
direction  of  one  man  and  woman,  and  the  children  in  the 
like  state  of  subordination  as  in  civilized  countries. 

It  will  not  be  improper,  in  this  place,  to  take  notice,  that 
we  were  eye-witnesses  of  a  fact,  which,  as  it  was  the  only 
instance  we  saw  of  any  thing  like  jealousy  among  them, 
shews,  at  the  same  time,  that  not  only  fidelity,  but  a  de- 
gree of  reserve,  is  required  from  the  married  women  of 
consequence.     At  one  of  the  entertainments  of  boxing, 
Omeeah  was  observed  to  rise  from  his  place  two  or  three 
times,  and  to  go  up  to  his  wife  with  strong  marks  of  dis- 
pleasure, ordering  her,  as  it  appeared  to  us  from  his  man- 
ner, to  withdraw.     Whether  it  was,  that  being  very  hand- 
some, he  thought  she  drew  too  much  of  our  attention,  or 
without  being  able  to  determine  what  other  reason  he 
might  have  for  his  conduct,  it  is  but  justice  to  say,  that 
there  existed  no  veal  cause  of  jealousy.   However,  she  kept 
her  place,  and  when'  the  entertainment  was  over,  joined 
our  parly,  and,  soliciting  some  trifling  presents,  was  given 
to  understand  that  we  had  none  about  us,  but  that  if  she 
would  accompany  us  toward  our  tent,  she  should  return 
with  such  as  she  liked  best.     She  was  accordingly  walking 
along  with  us,  which  Omeeah  observing,  followed  in  a  vio- 
lent rage,  and  seizing  her  by  the  hair,  began  to  inflict, 
with  his  fists,  a  severe  corporeal  punishment.    This  sight, 
especially  as  we  had  innocently  been  the  cause  of  it,  gave 
us  much  concern  ;  and  yet  we  were  told,  that  it  would  be 
highly  improper  to  interfere  between  man  and  wife  of  such 
high  rank.    We  were,  however,  not  left  without  the  con- 
solation of  seeing  the  natives  at  last  interpose,  and  had  the 
farther  satisfaction  of  meeting  them  together  the  next  day, 
in  perfect  good  humour  with  each  other  ;■  and,  what  is  still 
more  singular,  the  lady  would  not  suffer  us  to  remonstrate 

with 


!  I 


CHAP.  V.  iKCT.  viii.    Captain  King'$  Journal.  51 

wilh  her  husband  on  his  treatment  of  her,  which  we  were' 
much  inclined  to  do,  and  plainly  told  us,  that  he  had  done 
lio  more  than  he  ought. 

Whilst  I  was  ashore  at  the  observatory  at  KarnkakooA 
Bay,  I  had  twice  an  opportunity  of  seeina;  a  considerable 
part  of  their  funeral  rites.    Intelligence  was  brought  me  of 
the  death  of  an  old  chief  in  a  house  near  our  observatories, 
soon  after  the  event  happened.     Oi»  going  to  the  place,  I 
found  a  number  of  people  assembled,  and  seated  round  a 
square  area,  fronting  the  house  in  which  the  deceased  lay, 
whilst  a  man,  in  a  red-feathered  cap,  advanced  from  an  in- 
terior part  of  the  house  to  the  door,  and,  putting  out  his 
bead,  ut  almost  every  moment  uttered  a  most  lamentable 
howl,  accompanied  with  the  most  singular  grimaces  and 
violent  distortions  of  his  face  that  can  be  conceived.     Af- 
ter this  had  passed  a  short  time,  a  large  mat  was  spread  U|>- 
on  the  urea,  and  two  men  and  thirteen  women  came  out  of 
the  house,  and  sate  themselves  down  upon  it,  in  three  equal 
rows  ;  the  two  men  and  three  of  the  women  being  in  front. 
The  necks  and  hands  of  the  women  were  decorated  with 
feathered  ruflfs;  and  broad  green  leaves, curiously  scolloped, 
tvere  spread  over  their  shoulders.     At  one  corner  of  this 
area,  near  a  small  hut,  were  half  a  dozen  boys,  waving  smaiU 
white  banners,  and  the  tufted  Wands,  or  taboo  sticks  which 
have  been  often  mentioned,  who  would  not  permit  us  (o 
approach  them.     This  led  me  to  imagine  that  the  dead 
body  might  be  deposited  in  this  little  hut ;  but  I  afterwards 
understood,  that  it  was  in  the  house  where  the  man  in  the 
red  cap  opened  the  rites,  by  playing  his  tricks  at  the  door. 
The  company  just  mentioned  being  seated  oti  the  mat,  be- 
gan to  sing  a  melancholy  tune,  accompanied  with  a  slow 
and  gentle  motion  of  the  body  and  arms.     When  this  had 
Continued  some  time,  they  raised  themselves  on  their  knees, 
and,  in  a  posture  betweei^  kneeling  and  sitting,  began  by 
degrtes  to  move  their  arms  and  their  bodies  with  great  ra- 
j)idity,  the  tune  always  keeping  pace  with  their  motions. 
As  these  last  ex:ertions  were  too  violent  to  continue  long, 
they  resumed,  at  intervals,  their  slower  movements ;  and, 
after  this  performance  h^d  lasted  an  hour,  more  mats  were 
brought  and  spread  upon  the  area,  and  four  or  five  elderly 
women,  artiongst  whom  I  was  told  was  the  dead  chiefs 
wife,  advanced  slowly  out  of  the  house,  and  seating  theih- 
selyes  in  the  front  of  the  first  company,  began  to  cry  and 
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wail  moft  bitterly ;  the  women  in  the  three  row*  behind 
joining  them,  whilst  the  two  men  inclined  iheir  heads  over 
them  in  a  very  roclancholv  and  pensive  attitude.  At  this 
period  of  the  ritex,  I  wai  obliged  lo  leave  them  to  attend  at 
the  observatory  ;  but  returning  within  half  an  hour,  found 
them  in  the  same  situation.  1  continued  with  them  till  late 
in  the  evening,  and  left  them  proceeding,  with  little  varia- 
tion, aH  just  described  ;  resolving,  however,  to  attend  early 
in  the  morning,  to  see  the  remainder  of  the  ceremony. 
On  my  arrival  at  the  house,  as  soon  as  it  was  day,  I  found, 
to  my  mortification,  the  crowd  dispersed,  and  every  thing 
quiet ;  and  was  given  to  understand,  that  the  corpse  was 
removed ;  nor  could  I  learn  in  what  manner  it  was  disposed 
of.  I  was  interrupted  in  making  farther  enquiries  for  this 
purpose,  by  the  approach  of  three  women  of  rank}  who, 
whilst  their  attendants  stood  near  them  with  their  fly-flaps, 
■at  down  by  us,  and,  entering  into  conversation,  soon  made 
me  comprehend  that  our  presence  was  a  hindrance  to  the 
performance  of  some  necessary  rites.  I  had  hardly  got  out 
of  si^ht,  before  I  heard  their  cries  and  lamentations ;  and 
meetms  them  a  few  hours  afterward,  I  found  they  had 
painted  the  lower  part  of  their  faces  perfectly  black. 

The  other  opportunity  I  had  of  observing  these  ceremo- 
nies, was  in  the  case  of  an  ordinary  person ;  when,  on  hear- 
ing some  mournful  female  cries  issue  from  a  miserable-look- 
ing but,  I  ventured  into  it,  and  found  an  old  woman  with 
h^r  daughter,  weeping  over  the  body  of  an  elderly  man, 
who  had  but  just  expired,  being  still  warm.  The  first  step 
they  took  was  to  cover  the  body  with  cloth,  after  which, 
lying  down  by  it,  they  drew  the  cloth  over  themselves,  and 
then  began  a  mournful  kind  of  song,  frequently  repeating, 
Aweh  medooah !  Aweh  tanee !  Oh  my  father !  Oh  my  hus- 
band !  A  younger  daughter  was  alao  at  the  same  time  ly- 
ing prostrate,  in  a  corner  of  the  house,  covered  over  with 
blacK  cloth,  repeating  the  same  words.  On  leaving  this 
melancholy  scene,  I  found  at  the  door  a  number  of  their 
neighbours  collected  together,  and  listening  to  their  cries 
with  profound  silence.  I  was  resolved  not  to  miss  this  op- 
portunity of  seeing  in  what  manner  they  dispose  of  the 
body ;  and,  therefore,  after  satisfying  myself  before  I  vveAt 
to  bed  that  it  was  not  then  removed,  [  gave  orders  that  the 
sentries  should  walk  backward  and  forward  before  the  house, 
and,  in  case  they  suspected  any  measures  were  taking  for 
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the  removal  of  the  hody,  to  give  me  immediate  notice. 
However,  the  sentries  had  not  kept  a  good  look'Out,  for  in 
the  morning  I  found  the  body  was  gone.  On  enquiring 
what  they  had  done  with  it,  they  pointed  toward  the  sea ; 
indicating  most  probabl)  thereoy,  that  it  had  been  com- 
mitted to  the  deep,  or  perhaps  that  it  had  been  carried  be- 
yond the  bay,  to  some  buryi tig-ground  in  another  part  of 
the  country.  The  chiefs  are  interred  in  the  moraii,  or  Ht' 
ree-eren,  with  the  men  sacrificed  on  the  occasion,  by  the 
side  of  them ;  and  we  observed  that  the  morai,  where  the 
chief  had  been  buried,  who,  as  I  have  already  mentioned, 
ytM  killed  in  the  cave  afler  so  stout  a  resistance,  was  hung 
round  with  red  cloth. 


,1 


i)^>K' .}-;- • 


v>V«»>^» 


■%".:..': 


' r;  ■ -",•,«'''■'.'.■■.■,;■,, it  ;    <,  ,,,   CHAPTER 


f*i    J.f ir.  v-^V.    fi^i; 


TA'vvrr 


;.'  If."   ♦(}?:»•(-.■! 


.» 


...   ■    .   J. 


.'  >  ;-. 


m>ut 


I 


«i: 


54)  Modern  Circumnavigations,     part  hi.  book  hi. 


h\\.i-ii:^i 


*:  K    o      CHAPTER  VI. 


.T^Bite'--,  ■*■■ 


TRANSACTIONS  DURING  THE  SECOND  EXPEDITION  TO 
THE  NORIH,  BY  THE  WAY  OF  KAMTSCHATKA;  ANV| 
ON  THE  HtiTURN  HOME  BY  THE  WAY  OF  CANTON  AND 
THE  CAPE  OF  GOOD  HOPE.  .^ 
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Section  T. 

Departure  from  Oneeheow  — Fruitless  Attempt  to  discover 
Modoopapappa.—  Course  steered  for  Awatika  Bay. —  Oc- 
currences during  that  Pasutge. — Sudden  Change  from  Heat 
to  Cold. — Distress  occasioned  hy  the  leaking  of  the  Resolu- 
tion.—  P'iew  of  the  Coast  of  Kamttchatka. — Extreme  Ri- 
gour of  the  Climate. — Lose  Sight  uf  the  Discovery. — The 
Resolution  enters  the  Bay  of  Awatska. — Project  of  the 
Town  of  Saint  Peter  and  Saint  Paul. — Party  sent  ashore, 
—Their  Reception  by  the  Commanding-^  Officer  of  the  Port. 
— Aieisage  dispatched  to  the  Commander  at  Bolcheretsk. — 
Arrival  of  the  Discovery. — Return  of  the  Messengers  from 
the  Commander. —  Extraordinary  Mode  of  Travelling. — 
Visit  from  a  Merchant  and  a  German  Servant  belonging  to 
the  Commander, 

ON  the  15th  of  March,  at  seven  in  the  morning,  we 
weighed  anchor,  and  passing  to  the  north  of  Tahoora, 
stood  on  to  the  south-west,  in  hopes  of  failing  in  with  the 
island  of  iVJodoopapappa,  which,  we  were  told  by  the  na- 
tives, lay  in  that  direction,  about  five  hours  sail  from  Ta- 
hoora. At  four  in  the  afternoon,  we  we-?  overtaken  by  a 
stout  canoe,  with  ten  men,  who  were  going  from  Ofteeheow 
to  fahoora)  to  ki!l  tropic  and  man-of-war  birds,  with  which 
that  place  was  said  tu  abound.  It  has  been  mentioned  be- 
fore, that  the  feathers  of  these  birds  are  in  great  request, 
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being  much  used  in  making  their  cloaks  and  other  orna-  ' 
mental  parts  of  their  dress. 

At  eight,  having  seen  nothing  of  the  island,  we  hauled 
the  wind  to  the  northward  till  midnight,  and  then  tacked, 
and  stood  on  a  wind  to  the  south-east  till  day-light  next 
morning,  at  which  time  Tahoora  bore  E.N.E.,  five  or  six 
leagues  distant.  We  afterward  steered  W.S.W,  and  made 
the  Discovery's  signal  to  spread  four  miles  upon  our  star- 
board-beam. At  noon  our  latitude  was  21**  27',  and  our 
longitude  193°  42';  and  having  stood  on  till  five,  in  the 
same  direction,  we  made  the  Discovery's  signal  to  come 
under  our  stern,  and  gave  over  all  hopes  of  seeing  Modoo- 
papappa.  We  conceived  that  it  might  probably  lie  in  a 
more  southerly  direction  from  Tahoora,  than  that  in  which 
we  had  steered  ;  though,  after  all,  it  is  possible  that  we 
might  have  passed  it  in  the  night,  as  the  islanders  described 
it  to  be  very  small,  and  almost  even  with  the  surface  of  the 
sea. 

The  next  day  we  steered  west ;  it  being  Captain  Gierke's 
intention  to  keep  as  near  as  possible  in  the  same  parallel  of. 
latitude,  till  we  should  make  the  longitude  of  Awatska  Bay, 
and  afterward  to  steer  due  north  for  the  harbour  of  Saint 
Peter  and  Saint  Paul  in  that  bay,  which  was  also  appointed 
for  our  rendezvous  in  case  of  separation.  This  track  was 
chosen  oa  account  of  its  being,  as  far  as  we  knew,  unex- 
plored; and  we  were  not  without  hopes  of  falling  in  with 
some  new  island  on  our  passage. 

We  had  scarcely  seen  a  bird  since  our  losing  sight  of 
Tahoora,  till  the  18th  in  the  afternoon,  when,  being  in  the 
latitude  of  21*  12',  and  the  longitude  of  194"  45',  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  great  many  boobies,  and  some  man<of-war 
birds,  made  us  keep  a  sharp  look-out  for  land.  Toward 
evening  the  wind  lessened,  and  the  north-east  swell,  which, 
on  the  l6th  and  17  th,  had  been  so  heavy  as  to  make  the 
ships  labour  exceedingly,  was  much  abate(|.  The  next  day 
we  saw  no  appearance  of  land  ;  and  at  noon,  we  steered  a 
point  more  to  the  southward,  viz.  W.  by  S.,  in  the  hopes 
of  finding  the  trade-winds,  (which  blew  almost  invariably 
from  the  E.  by  N.,)  fresher  as  we  advanced  within  the  tro- 
pic. It  is  somewhat  singular  that,  though  we  saw  no  birds 
in  the  forenoon,  yet  toward  evening  we  had  again  a  num- 
ber of  boobies  and  man-of-war  birds  about  us.  This  seemed 
to  indicate  thai  we  had  passed  th3  land  from  whence  the 
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former  flights  had  come,  and  that  we  were  approaching 
some  othe/  low  island.* 

The  ^ind  continued  very  moderate,  with  fine  weather, 
till  i}te  23d,  when  it  freshened  from  the  N.£.  by  £.,  and 
inci^eased  to  a  strong  gale,  which  split  some  of  our  old  sails, 
atfd  made  the  running  rigging  very  frequently  give  way. 
This  gale  lasted  twelve  hours ;  it  then  became  more  mode- 
rate, and  continued  uo  till  the  Sdth  at  noon,  when  we  en- 
tirely lost  it,  and  had  only  a  very  light  air. 

On  the  £6th,  in  the  morning,  we  thought  we  saw  land  to 
the  W.S.W. ;  but,  after  running  about  sixteen  leagues  in 
that  direction,  we  found  our  mistake ;  and  night  coming 
on,  we  again  steered  W.  Our  latitude,  at  this  time,  was 
19°  45',  which  was  the  greatest  southing  we  made  in  this 
run ;  our  longitude  was  183*,  and  variation  !£**  45'  E.  We 
continued  in  this  course,  with  little  alteration  in  the  wind, 
till  the  29th,  when  it  shifted  to  the  S.E.  and  S.S.E.,  and, 
for  a  few  hours  in  the  night,  it  was  in  the  W. ;  the  weather 
being  dark  and  cloudy,  with  much  rain.  We  had  met,  for 
some  days  past,  several  turtles,  one  of  which  was  the  small- 
est I  ever  saw,  not  exceeding  three  inches  in  length.  We 
were  also  accompanied  by  man-of-wai  birds,  and  boobies 
of  an  unusual  kind,  being  quite  white,  except  the  tip  of  the 
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*  It  is  highly  probable  that  there  are  several  small  islands  or  rocks  in 
the  vicinity  of  this  track,  the  discovery  of  which  would  at  least  benefit  na- 
vigation.  Thus  we  are  told  by  Captain  Krusenstern,  an  authority  to  which 
we  are  always  glad  to  appeal,  tlut  he  saw  in  latitude  17°,  and  longitude 
169*'  30',  an  extraordinary  number  of  birds,  that  hovered  round  his  ship 
in  flocks  of  upward)  of  a  hundred,  from  which  he  inferred  his  having 
passed  near  some  island,  which  served  as  a  resting  place  for  them.  In 
confirmation  of  this  opinion,  he  informs  us,  that  La  Ferouse  in  1786,  and 
anEngiish  merchantman  in  1796,  discovered  west  of  the  Sandwich  Islands, 
the  first  in  the  parallel  of  92°,  and  the  latter  in  that  of  18°,  two  small 
rocky  islands  both  extremely  dangerous ;  and  that  the  Nero  in  her  pass* 
nge  from  America  to  China  in  1805,  found  near  this  place  •  very  dangeN 
ous  sand  island,  viz.  in  173°  35'  45"  W.,  and  96°  S*  48"  N.  It  is  perhaps 
to  be  regretted,  that  Krusenstern,  who,  a  few  days  after  the  date  of  the 
remark  now  quoted,  crossed  Captain  Clerkc's  course,  should  have  so  re- 
solutely endeavoured,  as  he  says  he  did,  and  that  too  with  tolerable  sue* 
cess,  not  to  approacii  the  track  ofthat  officer  nearer  than  by  a  hundred  or 
a  hundred  and  twenty  miles.  It  is  evident,  that,  within  a  smaller  distance, 
he  might  have  made  some  useful  discovery,  without,  in  any  measure,  en- 
dangering his  own  reputation,  as  a  mere  follower  in  the  footsteps  of  others. 
Here  it  may  he  added,  that  his  course  was  more  northerly  than  Gierke's, 
and  that  he  did  not  experience  any  of  those  swells  so  soon  complained  of 
by  Captain  King. — £. 
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wing,  which  was  black,  and  easily  mistaken,  at  fust  sights 
for  gannets. 

The  light  winds  which  we  had  met  with  for  some  time 
past,  with  the  present  unsettled  state  of  the  weather,  and 
the  little  appearance  of  any  change  for  the  better,  induced 
Captain  Gierke  to  alter  his  plan  of  keeping  within  the  tro- 
pical latitudes;  and  accordingly,  at  six  this  evening,  we 
began  to  steer  N. W.  by  N.,  at  which  time  our  latitude  was 
20*  23',  and  our  longitude  ISO**  40'.  During  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  light  winds,  which  prevailed  almost  con- 
stantly ever  since  our  departure  from  the  Sandwich  Islands, 
the  weather  was  very  close,  and  the  air  hot  and  sultry  ;  the 
thermometer  being  generally  at  80*,  and  sometimes  at  83^. 
All  this  time  we  had  a  considerable  swell  from  the  N.E. ; 
and  in  no  period  of  the  voyage  did  the  ships  roll  and  strain 
so  violently. 

In  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  April,  the  wind  changed 
from  the  S.E.  to  the  N.E.  by  £.,  and  blew  a  fresh  breeze 
till  the  morning  of  the  4th,  when  it  altered  two  points  luore 
to  the  £.,  and  by  noon  increased  to  a  strong  gale,  which 
lasted  till  the  afternoon  of  the  5th,  attended  with  hazy 
weather.  It  then  again  altered  its  direction  to  the  S.£., 
became  more  moderate,  and  was  accompanied  by  heavy 
showers  of  rain.  During  all  this  time,  we  kept  steering  to 
the  N.W.  against  a  slow,  but  regular  current  from  that 
quarter,  which  caused  a  constant  variation  from  our  reckon- 
ing by  the  log,  of  fifteen  miles  a  day.  On  the  4th,  being 
then  in  the  latitude  26°  17',  and  longitude  173°  30',  we 
passed  prodigious  quantities  of  what  sailors  ^  ail  Portuguese 
men-of-war  {holothuria  physalis),  and  were  also  accompa- 
nied with  a  great  number  of  sea-birds,  amongst  which  we 
observed,  for  the  first  time,  the  albatross  and  shearwater. 

On  the  6th,  at  noon,  we  lost  the  trade-wind,  and  were 
suddenly  taken  aback,  with  the  wind  from  the  N.N.W.  At 
this  time  our  latitude  was  2^*  5(/,  and  our  longitude  170^ 
l'.  As  the  old  running  ropes  were  constantly  breaking  in 
the  late  gales,  we  reeved  what  new  ones  we  had  left,  and 
made  such  other  preparations  as  were  necessary  for  the  very 
different  climate  with  which  we  were  now  shortly  to  en- 
counter. The  fine  weather  we  met  with  between  the  tro- 
pics had  not  been  idly  spent.  The  carpenters  found  suffi- 
cient employment  in  repairing  the  boats.  The  best  bower- 
cable  had  been  so  much  damaged  by    iie  foul  ground  in 

'  V^^^^  ^-^-kooa 


58 


Modem  Circumnavigations. 


PART  III.  DOOK  iir/ 


V 


1 

i]f 


!i 


I 


P 


Karalcakoon  Bay,  and  whilst  we  were  at  anchor  oflFOnee- 
heow,  that  we  were  obliged  to  cut  forty  fathoms  from  it ; 
in  converting  of  which,  with  other  old  cordage  into  spun- 
yarn,  and  applying  it  to  different  uses,  a  considerable  part 
of  the  people  were  kept  constantly  employed  by  the  boat- 
swain. The  airing  ot  sails  and  other  stores,  which,  from 
the  leakiness  of  the  d^cks  and  sides  of  the  ships,  were  per- 
petually subject  to  Lc  wet,  had  now  become  a  frequent  as 
well  as  a  laborious    nCi  troublesome  part  of  our  duty. 

Besides  these  rates^  .vrhich  had  regnrd  only  to  the  ships 
themselves,  there  ./ere  others,  whicli  had  for  their  object 
the  preservation  of  the  health  of  the  crews,  that  furnished 
A  constant  occupation  to  a  great  number  of  our  hands.  The 
standing  orders,  established  by  Captain  Cook,  of  airing  the 
bedding,  placing  fires  between  deck,  washing  them  with 
vinegar,  and  smoking  them  with  gunpowder,  were  observed 
without  any  intermission.  For  some  time  past,  even  the 
operation  of  mending  the  sailors'  old  jackets  had  risen  into 
a  duty  both  of  diflicalty  and  importance.  It  may  be  neces- 
sary to  inform  those  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  dispo- 
sition and  habits  of  seamen,  that  they  are  so  accustomed  ta 
ships  of  war  to  be  directed  in  the  care  of  themselves  by 
their  officers,  that  they  lose  the  very  idea  of  foresight,  and 
contract  the  thoughtlessness  of  infants.  I  am  sure,  that  if 
our  people  had  been  left  to  their  own  discretion  alone,  we 
should  nave  had  the  whole  crew  nuked,  before  the  voyage 
bad  been  half  finished.  It  was  natural  to  expect,  that  their 
experience,  during  our  voyage  to  the  north  last  year,  would 
have  made  them  sensible  of  the  necessity  of  paying  some 
attention  to  these  matters ;  but  if  such  reflections  ever  oc- 
curred to  them,  their  impression  was  so  transitory,  that  up- 
on our  return  to  the  tropical  climates,  their  fur-jackets,  and 
the  rest  of  their  cold  country  clothes,  were  kicked  about 
the  decks  as  things  of  no  value ;  though  it  was  generally 
Icnown  in  both  ships,  that  we  were  to  make  another  voyage 
toward  the  Pole.  They  were  of  course  picked  up  by  the 
officers ;  and  being  put  into  casks,  restored  about  this  time 
to  the  owners. 

In  the  afternoon  we  observed  some  of  the  sheathing  float- 
ing by  the  ship  ;  and  on  examination  found  that  twelve  6r 
fourteen  fcot  had  been  washed  off  from  under  the  larboard 
bow,  where  we  supposed  the  leak  to  have  been,  which  ever 
jince  our  leaving  Sandwich  Islands,  had  kept  the  people 
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almost  constantly  at  the  pumps,  making  twelve  inches  wa- 
ter an  hour.  This  day  we  saw  a  nurnbej  of  small  crabs,  of 
a  pale  blue  colour ;  and  had  again,  in  company,  a  few  alba- 
trosses and  shterwaters  The  thermometer  in  the  night- 
time sunk  eleven  degrees ;  and  although  it  remained  as 
high  (IS  59°,  yet  we  snfFered  much  from  the  cold,  our  feel- 
ings being  us  yet  by  no  means  reconciled  to  that  degree  of 
temperature. 

The  wind  continued  blowing  fresh  from  the  N.  till  the 
8th  in  the  morning,  when  it  became  more  moderate,  with 
fair  weather,  and  gradually  changed  its  direction  to  the  E., 
and  afterward  to  tiie  S. 

On  the  9th,  at  noon,  onr  latitude  was  32**  \&,  our  longi- 
tude 166*  4(>',  and  the  variation  8*  SO*  E.  And  on  the  10th, 
having  crossed  the  track  of  the  Spanish  galleons  from  the 
Manillas  to  Acapulco,  we  Expected  tW  have  fallen  in  with 
the  island  of  Rica  de  Plata,  which,  according  to  JDe  Lisle's 
chart,  in  which  the  route  of  those  ships  is  laid  down,  ought 
to  have  been  in  sight ;  its  latitude,  as  tliere  given,  being 
33*  so'  N.,  and  its  longitude  166"  E.  Notwithstanding  we 
were  so  far  advanced  to  the  northward,  we  saw  this  day  a 
tropic-bird,  and  also  several  other  kinds  of  sea-birds,  such 
as  puffins,  sea-parrots,  sheerwaters,  and  albatrosses. 

On  the  1 1th,  at  noon,  we  were  in  latitude  25°  S(/,  longi- 
tude 165°  46' ;  and  during  the  course  of  the  day,  had  sea- 
tirds  as  before,  and  passed  several  bunches  of  sea-weed. 
About  the  same  time,  the  Discovery  passed  a  log  of  wood  ; 
Ibiit  no  other  signs  of  land  were  seen.  :  ... 

The  next  day  the  wind  came  gradually  round  to  the  east, 
and  increased  to  so  strong  a  gale,  as  obliged  us  to  strike 
our  top-gallant  yards,  and  brought  us  under  the  lower  sails, 
and  the  main  top-sail  close-reeted.  Unfortunately  we  were 
upon  that  tack,  which  was  the  most  disadvantageous  for 
pur  leak.  But  as  we  had  always  been  able  to  keep  it  under 
with  the  hand-pumps,  it  gave  us  no  great  uneasiness  till  the 
13th,  about  six  in  the  afternoon,  when  we  were  greatly 
alarmed  by  a  sudden  inundation,  that  deluged  the  whole 
'space  between  decks.  The  water,  which  had  lodged  in  the 
eoal-hole,  not  finding  a  sufficient  vent  into  the  well,  had 
forced  up  the  platforms  over  it,  and  in  a  moment  set  every 
thing  afloat.  Our  situation  was  indeed  exceedingly  dis- 
tressmg }  nor  did  we  immediately  see  any  means  of  relie- 
ving ourselves.  A  pump,  through  the  upper  decks  into  the 

coal-hole. 
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coal-hole,  could  ans«  rr  no  end,  as  it  would  very  soon  have 
been  choaked  up  by  ttie  tmall  coals ;  and  to  bale  the  water 
out  witii  buckets  was  become  impracticable,  from  the  num- 
ber of  bulky  materials  that  were  washed  out  of  the  gunner's 
store-room  into  it,  and  which,  by  the  ship's  motion,  were 
tc  >ed  vic*':ntly  from  «ide  to  side.  No  other  method  was 
therefore  left,  but  to  i^ut  a  hole  through  the  bulk  heac  (..: 
partition)  that  separated  the  coal-hole  from  the  Kne-hoU:, 
and  by  that  means  to  make  a  passage  for  th?  body  'f  vra!:er 
into  the  well.  However,  before  that  could  be  done,  it  was 
necessary  to  get  the  casks  of  dry  pnv^ijions  out  of  th :  fore- 
hol'j.^  which  kept  us  employed  thegirea?:e8t  part  of  the  uight; 
so  that  the  carpenters  cott!d  not  gel:  a  the  partition  tiU  the 
next  morqing.  As  soon  as  ihe  passage  was  madC;,  the  great- 
est part  of  the  water  emptied  itself  into  tjic  well,  and  en- 
abled us  to  get  out  t|)e  jrest  iv'ih  buckets.  Bat  the  leak  ^vm 
now  so  mucF.  increased,  that  we  were  oblipr^d  o  keep  one 
balf  of  the  people  constantly  pumping  and  baling,  till  he 
lioon  u'  t>>e  15th.  Our  men  bore  with  great  cheerfulness 
this  exvx^:ive  f  Ugu(:'.  which  was  much  increased  by  their 
having  no  Htv  piare  to  sleep  in ;  and  on  this  account  we 
began  to  strx :  tiieir  full  allowance  of  grog. 

The.  vfeAihiit  now  becoming  more  moderate,  and  the  swell 
less  heav'y,  wa  were  enabled  to  clear  away  the  rt-st  of  the 
casks  from  the  fore-hold,  and  to  open  a  sufficient  passage 
for  the  water  to  the  pumps.  This  day  we  saw  a  greenish 
p!uv;e  of  drift-wood,  and  fancying  the  water  coloured,  we 
sounded,  but  got  no  bottom  with  a  hundred  and  sixty  fa- 
thoms of  line.  Our  latitude  at  noon  this  day  was  41*  Sif, 
loi\gitude  l6l**  15*,  variation  6*  SC/  £. ;  and  the  wind  soon 
after  veering  to  the  northward,  we  altered  our  course  three 
points  to  the  west. 

On  the  I6tii  at  noon,  we  were  in  the  latitude  of  42*  IS^ 
and  IQ  the  longitude  of  160*  6' ;  and  as  we  were  now  ap- 
proaching the  place  where  a  great  extent  of  land  is  said  to 
have  been  seen  by  Be  Gama,  we  were  glad  of  the  opportu- 
nity which  the  course  we  were  steering  gave,  of  Oontribu- 
ting  to  remove  the  doubts,  if  any  should  be  still  entertained, 
respectjpg  the  falsehood  of  this  pretended  discovery.  For 
it  is  to  be  observed,  that  no  one  has  ever  yet  been  able  to 
find  who  John  de  Gama  was,  when  he  lived,  or  what  year 
this  pretended  discovery  was  made. 

According  to  Mr  Muller,  the  But  account  of  it  given  to 
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the  public  was  in  a  chart  published  by  Texeira,  a  Portu- 
guese geographer,  in  1649»  who  places  it  ten  or  twelve  de- 
grees to  the  north-east  of  Japaoj  between  the  latitudes  uf 
44*  and  45" ;  and  announces  it  to  be  land  Been  by  John  dc 
Gama,  the  Indian,  in  a  voyage  from  Ciiina  to  New  Spain. 
On  what  grounds  the  French  geographers  have  since  re- 
moved it  five  degrees  to  the  eastward,  does  not  appear ;  ex- 
cept we  suppose  it  to  have  been  done  in  order  to  make 
room  for  another  discovery  made  by  the  Dutch,  called 
Compani/*$  Land ;  of  which  we  shall  have  occasion  to  speak- 
hereafter. 

During  the  whole  day  the  wind  was  exceedingly  unset- 
tled, being  seldom  steady  to  two  or  three  points,  and  blow- 
ing in  fresh  gusts,  which  were  succeeded  by  dead  calm<4. 
These  were  not  unpromising  appearances  ;  but  after  stand- 
ing off  and  on  the  whole  of  this  day,  without  seeing  any  , 
thing  of  the  land,  we  again  steered  to  the  northward,  not 
thinking  it  worth  our  while  to  lose  time  in  search  of  an  ob« 
ject,  the  opinion  of  whose  existence  had  been  already  pretty 
generally  exploded.  Our  people  were  employed  the  whole 
of  the  16th,  in  getting  their  wet  things  dry,  and  in  airing 
the  ships  below. 

We  now  began  to  feel  very  sharply  the  increasing  incle- 
mency of  the  northern  climate.  In  the  morning  of  the 
18th,  our  latitude  being  45*  4(/,  and  our  longitude  l60° 
S5',  we  had  snow  and  sleet,  accompanied  with  strong  gales 
from  the  S.W.  This  circumstance  will  appear  very  re- 
markable, if  we  consider  the  season  of  the  year,  and  the 
quarter  from  which  the  wind  blew.  On  the  IQth,  the  ther- 
mometer in  the  day-time  remained  at  the  freezing  point, 
and  at  four  in  the  morning  fell  to  29*.  If  the  reader  will 
take  the  trouble  to  compare  the  d<!gree  of  heat,  during  the 
hot  sultry  weather  we  had  at  the  beginning  of  this  month, 
with  the  extreme  cold  which  we  now  c<»dured,  he  will  con- 
ceive how  severely  so  rapid  a  chai^v  must  have  been  felt 
hy  us. 

in  the  gale  of  the  IS^lh,  we  i^)  split  almost  all  the  saib 
we  had  bent,  which  bctug  *>«»  liiecond  b<^st  suit,  we  were 
now  reduced  to  make  use  v^t  oiH  last  and  best  set.  To  a<Kl 
to  Captain  Gierke's  difhculties,  the  sea  was  in  genecwl  so 
rough,  and  the  ships  so  leak\,  that  the  sail-maker\  had  no 
glace  to  repair  the  sails  in,  except  his  apartments,  which  iu 
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hit  declining  state  of  lieul'U  waa  u  serious  inconvenience  to 
liim. 

On  the  20lh  at  noon,  being  in  latitude  49*  Ab'  N.,  and 
longitude  1^1*  16'£.,  and  eugerly  expecting  to  fall  in  with 
the  coast  of  Asia,  the  wind  blittud  sudileiily  to  the  norths 
and  continued  in  the  sameqnartci  tlie  followint;  day.  How- 
ever, although  it  retarded  our  progress,  yet  the  fair  weather 
it  brought  was  no  small  refreslitnent  to  us.  In  the  forenoon 
of  the  21st  we  suw  a  whale  atid  a  land-hird  ;  and  in  the  af- 
ternoon the  water  lot>king  niutldy,  we  sounded,  hut  i-ci  no 
ground  with  nn  himdred  and  forty  fathoms  of  line.  Du- 
ring the  three  preceding  days,  we  saw  large  lloeks  of  wild 
inwli  of  a  species  reBeinhlinu  duclvH.  Tfiis  is  usually  consi- 
dered as  a  proof  of  the  vicinity  of  laud,  hut  we  had  no 
other  signs  of  it  since  the  Kith,  in  which  time  we  hud  rui> 
upwards  of  nn  liiiiidrcd  iiml  ftfty  hairiKH. 

On  the  'J2(i  tiie  wind  Hhilled  to  liie  N.l'.  ,  (illiMlded  witli 
misty  weather.  The  cold  was  exceedingly  severe,  and  the 
ropes  were  so  fro/en  that  it  was  with  diilienlty  we  could 
force  them  through  the  hUu'ks.  \i  noon,  the  latitude,  by 
account,  was  31"  38',  longitude  UJo"  7' ;  and  on  eoinpuring 
our  present  position  with  that  given  to  the  southern  pails 
of  Katiitsehulka  in  the  Russiati  charts,  Captain  Clerke  did 
not  think  it  prudent  to  run  on  toward  the  land  all  night. 
We  therefore  tacked  at  ten,  and  having  found,  had  ground 
iigrccahly  to  our  conjectures,  with  sev(  nly  fathoms  ol  line. 

On  the  <23d,  at  six  in  the  morning,  being  in  latitude  b'l"* 
OO',  and  longitude  160'*  07',  on  the  fog  dealing  away,  the 
land  appeared  in  mountains  covered  with  siiou  \  aiiij  (^in- 
tending from  N.  ]  K.,  to  S.  W. ;  a  high  conical  rock,  beam- 
ing S.W.,  \  W.,  at  three  or  four  leagues  dislaiiee.  We  had 
no  sooner  taken  this  imperfect  view,  than  we  were  again 
covered  with  a  thick  fog.  Being  now,  accoi'ding  to  our 
maps,  only  eight  leagues  from  tliC  entrnncc  of  'untskii 
Bay,  as  soon  as  the  weather  cleared  up  we  stood  in  to  take 
a  nearer  view  of  the  land  :  and  a  more  di&mul  and  dreary 
prospect  1  never  beheld.  The  coast  appears  strait  and  ui^i- 
form,  having  no  inlets  or  bays;  the  ground  from  the  shore 
rises  in  hills  of  a  moderate  elevation,  behind  which  arc 
ranges  of  mountains,  w  hose  summits  were  lost  in  the  clouds. 
The  whole  scene  was  entirely  covered  with  snow,  except 
the  sides  of  some  of  the  clifl's  which  rose  too  abruptly  frOm 
the  sea  for  the  snow  to  lie  upon  them. 
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The  wind  continued  blowing  very  strong  from  the  N.Go 
with  thick  hazy  weather  and  alcct,  from  lli'i  'i4th  lo  the 
88th.  During  tlie  whole  time,  the  thermometer  was  never 
higher  than  30i'.  The  ship  appeared  to  be  a  complete 
mass  of  ice ;  the  shrowd*  were  so  incrusted  with  it,  as  to 
measure  in  circumference  more  than  double  their  usual 
size;  and,  in  short,  the  experience  of  the  oldest  seaman 
among  us  had  never  met  with  any  thinci^  like  the  continued 
showers  of  sleet,  and  the  extreme  cold  which  we  now  en- 
countered. Indeed,  tlie  severity  of  the  weather,  added  to 
the  great  difhculty  of  working  tlic  ships,  und  the  labour  of 
keeping  the  itinnps  constantly  goin^,  rendered  the  service 
too  liunl  f(»r  iiiaiiy  of  the  crew,  some  of  whom  were  frost- 
bitten, and  others  laid  uj)  with  had  colds.  We  continued 
all  this  lime  standing  four   hours  on   each  tack,  bavins^ 

f5eiMriilly  soundings  of  tiixty  fathoms,  when  about  three 
eagues  Irotn  llic  laud,  bllt  (lotie  i\l  twice  that  distance. 
On  the  'ifith  we  had  ii  transient  view  of  the  entrance  of 
Awatska  iJay  ;  but,  111  I  Ik  present  slate  of  the  weather,  we 
were  afraid  of  venturing  into  it.  I'pon  our  standing  off 
again  we  lost  sight  of  the  Discovery  ;  but,  as  we  were  now 
so  near  the  place  of  rendezvous,  this  gave  us  no  great  un- 
easiness. 

On  the  SBth  in  the  morning,  the  weather  at  last  cleared, 
and  the  wind  fell  to  a  light  breeze  from  the  same  quarter 
as  before.  We  had  a  fine  warm  day  ;  and,  as  we  now  be- 
gan lo  ( Kpect  u  tliavv,  the  men  were  employed  in  breaking 
the  ice  from  off  the  rigging,  masts,  and  sails,  in  order  to 
prevent  its  tailing  on  our  heads.  At  noon,  being  in  the  la- 
titude of  52.'  44',  and  the  longitude  of  159',  the  entrance 
of  Awatska  Bay  bore  N.  W.,  distant  three  or  four  leagues ; 
und,  about  three  in  the  afternoon,  a  fair  wind  sprung  up 
from  the  southward,  with  which  we  stood  in,  having  regu- 
lar soundings,  from  twenty-two  to  seven  fathoms. 

The  mouth  of  the  bay  opens  in  a  N.N.W.  direction. 
The  land,  on  the  south  side,  is  of  a  moderate  height ;  to 
the  northward  it  rises  into  a  bluff  head,  which  is  the  high- 
est part  of  the  coast..  In  the  channel  between  them,  near 
the  N.E.  side,  lie  three  remarkable  rocks;  and  farther  in, 
near  the  opposite  coast,  a  single  detached  rock  of  a  consi- 
derable size.  On  the  north  head  there  is  a  look-out  house, 
which,  when  the  Russians  expect  any  of  their  ships,  upon 
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the  coast,  ia  used  as  a  light-house.  There  was  a  flag-staff 
on  it,  but  we  saw  no  sign  of  any  person  beinff  there. 

Having  pnssed  the  mouth  of  the  bay,  which  is  about 
four  miles  long,  we  opened  a  large  circular  bason  of  twenty- 
five  miles  in  circumference ;  and,  at  half  past  four,  came 
to  an  anchor  in  six  fathoms  water,  being  atraid  of  runnine 
foul  on  a  shoal,  or  some  sunk  rocks,  which  are  said  by  Mul- 
ler*  to  lie  in  the  channel  of  the  harbour  of  St  Peter  and  St 
Paul.  The  middle  of  the  bay  was  full  of  loose  ice,  drifting 
with  the  tide  ;  but  the  shores  were  still  entirely  blocked  up 
with  it.  Great  flocks  of  wild-fowl  were  seen  of  various  spe- 
cies ;  likewise  ravens,  eagles,  and  large  flights  of  Greenland 
pigeons.  We  examined  every  corner  of  the  bay  with  our 
glusse^  in  search  of  the  town  of  St  Peter  and  St  Paul ; 
tvhich,  according  to  the  accounts  given  us  at  Oonalashka, 
live  had  conceived  to  be  a  place  of  some  strength  and  con- 
sideration. At  length  we  discovered  on  a  narrow  point  of 
land  to  the  N.N.E.,  a  few  miserable  log-houses,  and  some 
conical  huts,  raised  on  poles,  amounting  in  all  to  about 
thirty  ;  which,  from  their  situation,  notwithstanding  all  the 
respect  we  wished  to  entertain  for  a  Russian  ostrog,  we  were 
under  the  necessity  of  concluding  to  be  Petropaulowska. 
However,  in  justice  to  the  generous  and  hospitable  treat- 
ment we  found  here,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  anticipate  the 
reader's  curiosity,  by  assuring  him  that  our  disappointment 
nroved  to  be  more  of  a  laughable  than  a  serious  nature. 
For,  in  this  wretched  extremity  of  the  earth,  situated  be* 
yond  every  thing  that  we  conceived  to  be  most  barbarous 
and  inhospitable,  and,  as  it  were,  out  of  the  very  reach  of 
civilization,  barricadoed  with  ice,  and  covered  with  summer 
snow,  in  a  poor  miserable  port,  far  inferior  to  the  meanest 
of  our  fishing  towns,  we  met  with  feelings  of  humanity, 
joined  to  a  greatness  of  mind,  and  elevation  of  sentiment, 
which  would  have  done  honour  to  any  nation  or  climate. 

During  the  night  much  ice  d lifted  by  us  with  the  tide, 
and  at  day-liglit  I  was  sent  with  the  boats  to  examine  the 
bay,  and  deliver  the  letters  we  had  brought  from  Oona- 
lashka to  the  Russian  commander.  We  directed  our  course 
toward  the  village  I  have  just  mentioned,  and  having  pro- 
ceeded as  far  as  we  were  able  with  the  boats,  we  got  upon 
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the  ice,  which  extended  nenr  half  u  mile  from  the  shore. 
Mr  Webber,  and  two  of  the  seamen,  accompanied  me, 
whilst  tlie  master  took  the  pinnace  and  cutter  to  finish  the 
survey,  leaving  the  jolly-boat  behind  to  carry  us  back. 

I  believe  the  inhabitants  had  not  yet  seen  either  the  ship 
or  the  boats ;  for  even  ulter  we  had  got  on  the  ice,  we 
could  not  perceive  any  si^ns  of  a  living  creature  in  the 
town.  Bv  the  time  we  hud  advanced  a  little  way  on  the 
ice,  we  observed  a  few  men  hurrying  backward  and  for- 
ward, and  presently  after  a  sledge  drawn  by  dogs,  with 
one  of  the  inhabitants  in  it,  came  down  to  the  sea-side, 
opposite  to  us.  Whilst  we  were  gazing  at  this  unusual 
•ight)  and  admiring  the  great  civility  of  this  stranger,  wtiich 
we  imagined  had  Drought  him  to  our  assistance,  the  man, 
after  viewing  us  for  some  time  very  attentively,  turned 
•hort  round,  and  went  oflf  with  great  speed  toward  the  os- 
trog.  We  were  not  less  chagrined  than  disappointed  at  Ins 
abrupt  departure,  as  we  began  to  find  our  journey  over  th« 
ice  attended  not  only  with  great  difficulty,  but  even  with 
danger.  We  sunk  at  every  step  almost  knee-deep  in  the 
snow,  and  though  we  found  tolerable  footing  at  the  bottom, 
yet  the  weak  parts  of  the  ice  not  being  discoverat)le,  we 
were  constantly  exposed  to  the  risk  of  breaking  thiuugh  it. 
This  accident  ut  Inst  actually  happened  to  myself ;  for, 
stepping  on  quickly  over  a  suspicious  spot,  in  order  to  press 
with  less  weight  upon  it,  I  came  upon  a  second,  belbre  I 
could  stop  myself,  which  broke  under  me,  and  in  1  fell. 
Luckily  I  rose  clear  of  the  ice,  and  n  man  that  was  a  little 
way  behind  with  a  boat-hook,  throwing  it  to  me,  1  laid  it 
across  some  loose  pieces  near  me,  and  by  that  means  was 
enabled  to  get  upon  firm  ice  again. 

As  we  approached  the  shore,  we  found  the  ice,  contrary 
to  our  expectations,  more  broken  tli^  it  had  been  before. 
We  were,  however,  again  comforted  by  the  sight  of  an- 
other sledge  coming  toward  us;  but  instead  of  proceeding 
to  our  relief,  the  driver  stopt  short,  and  began  to  call  out 
to  us.  I  immediately  held  up  to  him  Isniylofi's  letters; 
upon  which  he  turned  about,  and  set  oflf  back  again  full 
speed ;  followed,  1  believe,  not  with  the  prayers  of  any  of 
our  party.  Being  at  a  great  loss  what  conclusions  to  draw 
from  this  unaccountable  behaviour,  we  continued  our  march 
toward  the  ostrog,  with  great  circumsprction,  and  when  we 
bad  arrived  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  it,  we  perceived  a 
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body  of  armed  men  marching  toward  u<.  That  we  mi^i.k 
give  them  ai  little  alarm,  and  nave  U8  peaceable  an  appear- 
ance aa  possible,  the  two  men  who  hufi  boat-hooki  in  their 
hands,  were  ordered  into  the  rear,  and  Mr  Webber  and 
myself  marched  in  front.  The  RusMinn  party,  consisting  of 
about  thirty  soldiers,  was  headed  by  n  (lecent-looking  per- 
son with  a  cane  in  his  hand.  He  halted  within  a  few  yards 
of  us,  and  drew  up  his  men  in  a  martial  and  good  order. 
I  delivered  to  him  Ismyloff 's  letters,  and  endeavoured  to 
make  him  understand,  as  well  as  I  could  (though  1  after- 
ward found  in  vain),  that  wc  were  English,  and  had  brought 
the  papers  from  Oonalashka.  After  having  examined  as 
attentively,  he  began  to  cond  ict  us  towarcf  the  village,  in 
ffreat  silence  and  solemnity,  fr«  quently  halting  his  men,  to 
form  them  in  different  manners,  and  make  tnem  perform 
several  parts  of  their  manual  exercise,  probably  with  a  vievir 
to  shew  us,  that  if  we  had  the  temerity  to  offer  any  vio- 
lence, we  should  have  to  deal  with  men  who  were  not  ig- 
norant of  their  business. 

Though  1  was  all  this  time  in  my  wet  clothes,  shivering 
with  cold,  and  sufficiently  inclined  to  the  most  uncondi- 
tional submission,  without  having  my  fears  violently  alarm- 
ed, yet  it  was  impossible  not  to  be  diverted  with  this  mi- 
litary parade,  notwithstanding  it  was  attended  with  the 
most  unseasonable  delay.  At  length  we  arrived  at  the 
house  of  the  commandin^-ofHcer  of  the  party,  into  which 
we  were  ushered  ;  and  after  no  small  stir  in  giving  orders, 
and  disposing  of  the  military  without  doors,  our  host  made 
his  appearance,  accompanied  by  another  person,  whom  we 
understood  to  be  the  secretary  of  the  port.  One  of  Ismy- 
loff's  letters  was  now  opened,  and  the  other  sent  off  by  a 
special  messenger  to  Bolcheretsk,  a  town  on  the  west  side 
of  the  peninsula  of  Kamtschatka,  where  the  Russian  com- 
mander of  this  province  usually  resides. 

it  is  very  remarkable,  that  they  had  not  seen  the  ship 
the  preceding  day,  when,  we  came  to  anchor  in  the  bay, 
nor  indeed  this  morning,  till  our  boats  were  pretty  near  the 
ice.  The  panic  with  which  the  discovery  had  struck  them, 
we  found  had  been  very  considerable.  The  garrison  was 
immediately  put  under  arms.  Two  small  field-pieces  were 
placed  at  the  entrance  of  the  commander's  house,  and 
pointed  toward  our  boats ;  and  shot,  powder,  and  lighted 
matches,  were  all  ready  at  hand.  ' 
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The  ufflrer,  in  whose  house  we  were  at  present  enter- 
tained, was  a  sf'fjeant,  and  the  commander  of  the  ottrog. 
Nothing  could  exceed  the  kindness  and  hospitality  of  his 
behaviour,  after  he  recovered  from  the  alarm  occasioned 
by  our  arrival.  We  found  the  house  insufferably  hot,  but 
exceedingly  neat  and  clean.  After  I  had  changed  my 
clothes,  which  the  nerjennt's  civility  enabled  me  to  do,  by 
furnishing  me  with  a  complete  suit  of  his  own,  we  were  in- 
vited to  sit  down  to  dinner,  which  I  have  no  doubt  was  the 
best  he  could  procure  ;  and,  considering  the  shortness  of 
time  he  had  to  provide  it,  was  managed  with  some  inge- 
nuity. As  there  was  not  time  to  prepare  soup  and  bomtii^ 
we  had  in  their  stead  some  cold  beef,  sliced,  with  hot  wa- 
ter poured  over  it.  We  had  next  u  large  bird  roasted,  of  a 
species  with  which  I  was  unacquainted,  but  of  a  very  ex- 
cellent taste.  After  having  euten  u  part  of  this,  it  was  ta- 
ken off,  and  we  were  served  with  Hsh  dressed  two  diflferent 
ways  ;  and  soon  after  the  bird  again  made  its  appearance, 
in  savory  dnd  sweet  pates.  Our  liquor,  of  whicti  I  shall 
have  to  speak  hereafter,  was  of  the  kind  called  by  the  Rus- 
sians quasi,  and  was  much  the  worst  part  of  the  entertain!* 
ment.  The  Serjeant's  wife  brought  in  several  of  the  dishes 
herKelf,  and  was  not  permitted  to  sit  down  at  table.  Ha- 
ving finished  our  repast,  during  which  it  is  hardly  necessa- 
ry to  remark,  that  our  conversation  was  confined  to  a  few 
bows,  and  other  signs  of  mutual  respect,  we  endeavoured 
to  open  to  our  host  the  cause  and  objects  of  our  visit  to 
this  port.  As  IsmylofT  had  probably  written  to  them  on 
the  same  subject,  in  the  letters  we  had  before  delivered,  he 
appeared  very  readily  to  conceive  our  meaning ;  but  as 
there  was  unfortunately  no  one  in  the  place  that  could  talk 
any  other  language  except  Russian  or  Kamtschadale,  we 
found  the  utmost  difficulty  in  comprehending  the  informa- 
tion he  meant  to  convey  to  us.  After  some  time  spent  in 
these  endeavours  to  understand  one  another,  we  conceived 
the  sum  of  the  intelligence  we  had  procured  to  be,  that 
though  no  supply,  either  of  provisions  or  naval  stores,  was 
to  be  had  at  this  place,  yet  that  these  articles  were  in  great 
plenty  at  Bolcheretsk ;  that  the  commander  would  most 
probably  be  very  willing  to  give  us  what  we  wanted ;  but 
that  till  the  serjeant  had  received  orders  from  him,  neither 
he  nor  his  people,  nor  the  natives,  could  even  venture  to  go 
on  board  the  snip. 
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II  was  now  time  for  us  to  take  our  leave ;  and,  as  my 
clothes  were  still  too  wet  to  pjt  on,  f  was  obl'^ed  to  have 
recourse  again  to  the  serjeant'a  benevolence,  for  his  leave 
to  carry  those  I  had  borrowed  of  him  on  board.    This  re- 

3uest  was  complied  with  very  cheerfully ;  and  a  sledge, 
rawn  by  five  aogs,  with  a  driver,  was  immediately  provi- 
ded for  eacii  of  our  party.  The  sailors  were  highly  delight- 
ed  with  this  mode  of  conveyance ;  and  what  diverted  them 
still  more  was,  that  the  two  boal«hooks  had  also  a  sledge 
appropriated  to  themselves.  These  sledges  are  so  light,  and 
their  construction  so  well  adapted  to  the  purposes  for  which 
they  are  intended,  that  they  went  with  great  expedition, 
and  perfect  safety,  over  the  ice,  which  it  would  have  been 
impossible  for  us,  with  all  our  caution,  to  have  passed  on 
foot. 

On  our  return,  we  found  the  boats  towing  the  ship  tO' 
ward  the  village ;  and  at  seven  we  got  close  to  the  rce,  and 
moored  with  the  small  bower  to  the  N.G.,  and  best  bower 
to  the  S.W. ;  the  entrance  of  the  bay  bearing  S.  by  £., 
and  S.  }  E. ;  and  the  ostiog  N.,  ■}  E.,  distant  one  mile  and 
a  half.  The  next  morning  the  casks  and  cables  were  got 
upon  the  quarter-deck,  in  order  to  lighten  the  ship  for- 
ward ;  and  the  carpenters  were  set  to  work  to  stop  the 
leak,  which  had  given  us  so  mpch  trouble  daring  our  last 
run.  Jt  was  found  to  have  been  occasioned  by  the  falling 
of  some  sheathing  from  the  larboard-bow,  and  the  oakum 
between  the  planks  having  been  washed  out.  The  warm 
weather  we  had  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  began  to  make 
the  ice  break  away  very  fast,  which,  drifting  with  the  tide, 
had  almost  filled  up  the  entrance  of  the  bay.  Several  of 
our  gentlemen  paid  their  visits  to  the  serjeant,  by  whom 
they  were  received  with  great  civility ;  and  Captain  Gierke 
sent  him  two  bottles  of  rum,  which  he  understood  would 
he  the  most  acceptable  present  he  could  make  him,  and 
received  in  return  some  fine  fowls  of  the  grouse  kind,  and 
twenty  trouts.  Our  sportsmen  met  with  but  bad  success ; 
for  though  the  bay  swarmed  with  flocks  of  ducks  of  vari- 
ous kinds,  and  Greenland  pigeons,  yet  they  were  so  shy 
that  they  could  not  come  within  shot  of  them. 

In  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  May,  seeing  the  Discovery 
standing  into  the  bay,  n  boat  was  immediately  sent  to  her 
assistance ;  and  in  the  afternoon  she  moored  close  by  us. 
They  told  us,  that  aftef  the  weather  cleared  up  on  the 
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CSth,  they  found  themselves  to  leeward  of  the  bay ;  and 
that  when  they  got  abreast  of  it  the  following  day,  and  saw 
the  entrance  choked  up  with  ice,  they  stood  off,  after  firing 
guns,  concluding  we  could  not  be  here ;  but  finding  after- 
ward it  was  only  loose  drift  ice,  they  had  ventured  in.  The 
next  day  the  weather  was  so  very  unsettled,  attended  with 
heavy  showers  of  snow,  that  the  carpenters  were  not  able 
io  proceed  in  their  work.  The  thermometer  stood  at  28*  in 
the  evening,  and  the  frost  was  exceedingly  severe  in  the 
night. 

The  following  morning,  on  our  observing  two  sledges 
drive  into  the  village,  Captain  Gierke  sent  me  on  shore,  to 
enquire  whether  any  message  was  arrived  from  the  com- 
mander of  Kamtschatka,  which,  according  to  the  Serjeant's 
account,  might  now  be  expected,  in  consequence  of  the 
intelligence  that  had  been  sent  of  our  arrival.  Bolcheretsk, 
by  the  usual  route,  is  about  one  hundred  and  thirty-Bve 
English  miles  from  Saint  Peter  and  Saint  Paul's.  Our  dis- 
patches were  sent  off  in  a  sledge  drawn  by  dogs,  on  the 
29th,  about  noon.  And  the  answer  arrived,  as  we  afterward 
found,  early  this  morning }  so  that  they  were  only  a  little 
more  than  three  days  and  a  half  in  performing  a  journey 
of  two  hundred  and  seventy  miles. 

The  return  of  the  commander's  answer  was,  however, 
concealed  from  us  for  the  present;  and  I  was  told,  on  my 
Arrival  at  the  Serjeant's,  that  we  should  hear  from  him  the 
next  day.  Whilst  I  was  on  shore,  the  boat  which  had 
brought  me,  together  with  another  belonging  to  the  Dis- 
covery, were  set  fast  in  the  ice,  which  a  southerly  wind  had 
driven  from  the  other  side  of  the  bay.  On  seeing  them  en- 
tangled, the  Discovery's  launch  had  been  sent  to  their  as- 
sistance, but  shared  the  same  fate;  and  in  a  short  time  the 
ice  had  surrounded  them  near  a  quarter  of  a  mile  deep 
This  obliged  us  to  staj?  on  shore  till  evening,  when,  find- 
ing no  prospect  of  getting  the  boats  off,  some  of  us  went  in 
sledges  to  the  edge  of  the  ice,  and  were  taken  off  by  bi  ats 
sent  from  the  ship,  and  the  rest  staid  on  shore  all  night. 

It  contmued  to  freeze  hard  during  ihe  night;  but  be- 
fore morning,  on  the  4th,  a  change  of  wind  drifted  away 
the  floating  ice,  and  set  the  boats  at  liberty,  without  their 
having  sustained  the  smallest  damage. 

About  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  we  saw  several  sledges 
driving  down  to  the  edge  of  the  ice,  and  sent  a  boat  to 
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conduct  the  peraons  who  wern  in  them  on  board.  One  of 
theHC  was  a  KuHsian  merchiinl,  from  Bolcheretsk,  named 
Fedositch,  nnd  the  cthor  ii  German,  cnllcd  Port,  who  had 
brought  a  letter  from  Nfiyor  Behm,  the  commander  of 
Kamtschntka,  to  Captain  Gierke.  When  tliey  g(>t  to  the 
ed|i;e  of  the  ico,  and  saw  distincllv  the  size  of  the  ships, 
which  lay  within  about  two  hundred  yards  from  thetni  they 
appeared  to  be  exceedingly  alarmed  ;  and,  before  they 
would  venture  to  embark,  desired  two  of  our  boat's  crew 
might  be  left  on  rthore  ns  hostages  for  their  safety.  We  af- 
terward found,  that  Ismylofl',  in  his  letter  to  the  com- 
mander, hud  m'.srcprosented  us,  for  what  reasons  we  could 
not  conceive,  r.s  two  small  trading  boats ;  and  that  the  Ser- 
jeant, who  hfld  only  seen  the  ships  at  a  distance,  had  not 
in  his  dispatt  lies  rectified  the  mistake. 

When  the/  arrived  on  board,  we  still  found,  from  their 
cautious  and  timorous  behaviour,  that  they  were  under 
some  unaccountable  apprehensions;  and  an  uncommon  dc- 

Srvv  of  satisfaction  was  visible  in  tlieir  countenances,  on 
le  German's  tinding  a  person  amongst  us  with  whom  he 
could  converse.  This  was  Mr  Webber,  who  spoke  that 
language  perfectly  well ;  and  at  last,  though  with  some 
diihculty,  convinced  them  that  we  were  Lnglishmen  and 
friends.  Mr  Port,  beinu  introduced  to  Captain  Gierke,  de- 
livered to  him  the  comnuuuler's  letter,  winch  was  written 
in  (lerman,  and  was  merely  complimental,  inviting  him 
and  his  othcers  to  Rolchcrelsk,  to  which  place  the  people 
who  brought  it  were  to  conduct  us.  Mr  Port,  at  the  same 
time  a(*ouainted  hitn,  that  the  major  had  conceived  a  very 
wrong  idea  of  tlie  size  of  the  ships,  and  of  the  service  we 
were  engaj;ed  in  ;  IsniyloH',  in  his  letter,  having  represent- 
ed us  as  two  snmtl  English  packet  boats,  and  cautioned 
him  to  be  on  his  guard  ;  insinuating,  that  he  suspected  us 
to  be  no  bettor  than  pirates.  In  consequence  of  this  letter, 
he  said  there  had  been  various  conjectures  formed  about  us 
at  Bolcheretsk ;  that  the  uu^jor  thought  it  most  probable 
wc  were  on  a  trading  scheme,  and  for  that  reason  had  sent 
down  a  merchant  to  us ;  but  tiiat  the  ofticer,  who  was  se- 
cond in  conimand,  was  of  opinion  we  were  French,  and 
come  with  some  hostile  intention,  and  was  for  taking  mea- 
sures accoiilingly.  It  bad  required,  he  added,  all  the  ma- 
jor's authority  to  keep  the  inhabitants  from  leaving  the 
town,  and  retiring  up  into  the  country,  to  so  extraordina- 
ry 
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ty  a  pi  tell  hail  thtir  i'e^ra  ri:.cn  frum  tit«ir  peisuaiion  that 
we  were  French. 

Their  extreme  »ppreheti8iou8  of  that  iiation  were  priuci- 
pally  occwiuned  by  sume  cireuinHtiiuces  attending  an  in- 
surrectiou  that  had  happened  at  Hulcheretsk,  u  few  years 
before,  in  which  the  comuiunder  hud  lo8t  hia  life.  We 
were  infurnied,  tliut  an  exiled  Pohsh  ofticer,  named  Beni- 
ow&ki,  taking  advantage  of  the  couluaion  into  which  the 
towi^  woa  thrown,  had  seized  upon  u  galliot^  Uien  lying  at 
the  entrance  of  the  Holciioireka,  and  hud  forced  on  board 
a  number  of  Rusaian  jailors,  auUicient  to  navigate  her;  that 
he  had  put  on  sliore  a  purt  of  the  crew  at  the  Kourile 
lalanda,  and  among  the  rest,  lainyloH',  who,  aa  ttie  reader 
will  recollect,  had  puzzled  ua  exceedingly  at  Oonalaahka, 
with  the  hiatorv  ol  thia  tranaaction ;  though,  for  want  of 
underatanding  hia  language,  we  could  nut  then  make  out 
all  the  circumstances  attending  it;  that  he  passed  in  sight 
of  Japan;  made  Luconia;  and  waa  there  directed  how  to 
steer  to  Cantpo  ;  that  arriving  there,  he  had  applied  to  the 
French,  and  hud  got  a  pasauge  in  one  of  their  India  abips 
to  Frapce ;  and  that  moat  of  the  liuasians  had  likewise  re- 
turned to  Europe  in  French  ahipa,  and  had  afterward  found 
their  way  to  Petersburg.  We  met  with  three  of  Ueniows- 
ki'a  crew  in  the  iiarbour  of  Suint  Peter  and  Saint  Paul ; 
and  from  them  we  learnt  the  circumstances  of  the  above 
story. 

On  our  arrival  at  Canton,  we  received  a  farther  corrobo- 
ration of  the  facts  from  the  gentlemen  of  the  English  fac- 
tory ;  v^ho  told  us,  that  a  person  had  arrived  there  in  a 
liussian  galliot,  who  said  he  came  from  Kanitschatka,  and 
that  he  had  been  furnished  by  the  French  factory  wiU>  ?> 
passage  to  Europe.^ 

We  could  not  help  being  much  diverted  with  the  fej.rs 
and  apprehensions  of  these  good  people,  and  particularly 
with  the  account  Mv  Port  gave  us  of  the  aerjeani's  wary 
proceedings  the  day  before.  On  seeing  me  come  -'U  shore, 
in  company  with  some  other  gentlemen,  he  had  made  him 
and  tl)e  merchant,  whp  arrived  in  the  sledges  we  had  seen 
come  jn  the  morning,  hide  themselves  in  his  kitchen,  and 
listen  to  our  conversation  with  one  another,  in  hupes  that 

^  It  hath  sipcc  appeared,  from  the  Accpunt  of  Kerguelen's  Voyage, 
that  this  cxtrnoidinury  person,  wlio  had  entered  ipto  the  French  service, 
was  commander  of  a  new  settlement  at  Madagascar,  when  Kcrgueicn 
ouched  tliere  in  1771. 
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by  this  means  they  might  disrover  whether  we  were  really 
Enghsl)  ur  not. 

Am  we  concluded,  from  the  cbmmisiiion  and  dress  of  Mr 
Port,  ihnt  ho  miKht  probably  be  the  commander's  secreta* 
ry,  hi'  was  received  aa  such,  and  inviled,  with  his  compa- 
nion, the  merchant,  to  dine  with  Captain  Gierke  ;  and 
thouvih  we  soon  began  to  siiHpect,  from  the  behaviour  of 
the  latter  toward  him,  that  he  was  only  a  common  servant, 
yel  this  being  no  time  to  sacrifice  our  little  comforts  to 
our  pride,  we  prevented  an  explanation,  by  not  suffering 
the  question  to  be  put  to  him ;  and,  ^n  return  lor  the  satis- 
faction we  reaped  tiom  his  abilities  as  a  hnguist,  we  conti<* 
uued  to  let  him  live  on  a  tooting  of  equality  with  us. 
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Section  II.         ■'■  '  '"'■;■■"  -'  ' 

Scarcityof  Provisions  and  Stores  at  the  Harbour  of  Saint  Peter 
ofid  Saint  I'atd. —  A  Vart^  set  out  to  visit  the  i'ommander 
at  lioichereisk. — Passage  .,p  the  River  Anatska  —Account 
oj  thtir  lifcejttioH  bif  the  Toion  of  Karatchin. —  Description 
of  a  Katntsvnadate  D'rss — Journcif  on  Sledges. — Descrip- 
tion of'thisi  Mode  of  Travfdinii;  -—Arriva/  at  yjatcheekin  -^ 
Account  of  Hot  Spniigs. —  hmhark  on  the  Hotchoireka.-— 
lirception  at  the  Capitat.—  Generous  and  homitable  Con- 
duct of  the  CommaniUr  and  the  Harrison  —  Ihscription  of 
.Bofcht retsk. —  Preseiit&from  the  tommander. — Russian  and 
Kamtschada/e  Dancing. — Affecting  Departure  fivm  Bof^ 
cbetetsk. —  Rettirn  to  Saint  Peter  and  Saint  Paul's,  ac- 
companied by  Major  liehm.  who  visits  the  Ships. — Gt;iero- 
sittf  of  the  Sailors. —  Dispatches  sent  bif  Major  Jiehm  to  Pe-r 
tenburg. — His  Departure,  ana  Character. 

Being  now  enabled  to  converse  with  the  Russians,  by 
the  aid  of  our  interpreter,  with  tolerable  facility,  our  first 
enquiries  were  directed  to  the  means  of  procuring  a  supply 
of  fresh  provisions  and  nav/ii  stores ;  from  the  want  of 
which  latter  article,  in  particular,  we  had  been  for  some 
time  in  great  distress.  On  enquiry,  it  appeared,  that  the 
whole  stock  of  live  cattle,  which  the  country  about  the  bay 
could  furnish, amounted  only  to  two  heifers;  and  these  the 
serjeani  very  readily  promised  to  procure  us.  Our  applica- 
tions were  next  made  to  the  merchant^  but  we  found  the 
*      •  terms 
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lenns  upon  which  he  oflfered  to  serve  us  so  exorbitant,  that 
Captain  Clerke  thought  it  necessary  to  send  an  officer  to 
visit  the  commander  at  Bolcheretsk,  and  to  enquire  into 
the  price  of  stores  at  that  place.  As  soon  as  ttiis  determi- 
nation was  coinituinicated  to  Mr  Port,  he  dispatched  an 
express  to  ihe  commander  to  inform  him  of  our  intentions, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  clear  us  from  the  suspicions  that 
Were  entertained  with  respect  to  tlie  designation  and  pur- 
poses of  our  voyage. 

Captain  Clerke  having  thought  proper  to  fix  on  me  for 
this  service,  1  received  orders,  together  with  Mr  Webber, 
who  was  to  accompany  me  as  interpreter,  to  be  ready  to 
net  out  the  next  day.  It  proved,  however,  too  stormy,  as 
did  also  the  6th,  for  beginning  a  journey  through  so  wild 
and  desolate  a  country;  but  on  the  7th,  the  weather  ap- 
pearing more  favourable,  we  set  out  early  in  the  morning 
m  the  sliip's  boats,  with  u  view  to  reach  the  entrance  of 
the  Awataica  at  high  water,  on  account  of  the  shoals  with 
which  tlio  mouth  of  that  river  abounds ;  here  the  country 
boats  were  to  meet  us,  and  carry  us  up  the  stream. 

Captain  Gore  was  now  ad<led  to  our  party,  and  we  were 
attended  by  Messrs  Port  and  FedositHch.with  two  cossacks. 
and  were  provided  by  our  conductors  with  warm  furred 
clothing ;  a  precaution  whirh  we  soon  found  very  necessa- 
ry, as  il  began  to  snow  briskly  just  after  we  set  out.  At 
eight  o'clock,  beinp  stopp"d  by  shoal  water,  about  a  mile 
from  the  mouth  of  r  *e  river,  some  small  canoes,  belonging 
to  the  KamtschadaU  *,  took  up  us  and  our  baggage,  and 
carried  us  over  a  spit  of  sand,  which  is  thrown  up  by  the 
rapidity  of  the  river,  and  which  they  told  us  was  continual- 
ly shifting.  When  we  l>».«d  crossed  this  shoal,  the  water 
ag(  in  deepened  ,-  and  h*re  we  found  a  commodious  boat, 
built  and  shaped  like  a  Norway  yawl,  ready  to  convey  us 
up  the  river,  t')gotl}!»n  with  canoes  for  our  b:iggage. 

The  mouth  of  the  Awatska  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
broad,  and,  as  we  advanced,  it  narrowed  very  gradually. 
After  we  had  proceeded  a  few  miles,  we  passed  several 
branches,  which,  we  were  told,  emptied  themselves  into 
other  parts  of  the  bay ;  and  that  some  of  those  on  the  left 
hand  Howed  into  the  Paratounca  river.  Its  general  direc- 
tion trom  the  bay,  for  the  first  ten  miles,  is  to  the  north, 
after  which  it  turns,  to  the  westward ;  this  bend  excepted, 
it  preserves  for  the  most  part  a  straight  course;  and  the 
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country  through  which  it  Hows>  to  the  dislttuce  of  near 
thirty  miles  from  the  sea,  is  low  and  Hut,  and  Hubject  to 
frequent  inundations.  Wc  were  pushed  forward  by  six 
men)  with  long  poles,  three  at  each  end  of  llie  boat,  two  of 
whom  were  cossacks,  the  others  Kumtschadales,  and  ad- 
vanced against  a  strong  stream,  at  the  rate,  as  well  as  I 
could  judge,  of  about  three  miles  an  hour.  Our  Kumlsha- 
dales  bore  this  severe  labour  with  great  stoutness  for  ten 
hours,  during  which  we  stopped  only  once,  and  that  for  a 
short  lime,  whilst  they  took  some  little  refreshment.  As  we 
had  been  told,  at  our  first  setting  out  in  the  morning,  that 
we  should  easily  reHcii  an  ostrog,  called  Karatchiu,  the  same 
night,  we  were  much  disappointed  to  Bud  ourselves,  at  sun- 
set, fifteen  miles  from  that  place.  This  we  attributed  to 
the  delay  occasioned  in  passing  the  shoals  we  had  met 
with,  both  at  the  entrance  of  the  river,  and  in  r^overal  other 
places  as  we  proceeded  up  it;  for  our  boat  uclng  the  first 
that  had  passed  up  the  river,  the  guides  were  not  ucquainit- 
ed  with  the  situation  of  the  shifting  suud-banks,  and  unfor- 
tunately the  snow  not  having  yet  begun  to  melt,  the  bisal- 
lowness  of  the  river  was  uL  its  extreme. 

The  fatij|;ue  our  men  had  already  underp'oite,  and  the 
difficulty  of  navigating  the  river,  which  would  have  been 
much  increased  by  the  darkness  of  the  nighty  obliged  us  to 
give  up  all  thoughts  of  continuing  our  journey  that  even- 
ing. Having  therefore  found  a  place  tolerably  sheltered, 
and  cleared  it  of  the  snow,  we  erected  a  small  marquee, 
wliich  we  had  brought  with  us ;  and,  by  the  assistance  of 
a  brisk  fire,  and  some  good  punch,  passed  the  night  not 
very  unpleasantly.  The  only  inconvenience  we  laboured 
under  was,  tlie  being  obliged  to  make  the  fire  at  some  dis- 
tance from  us.  For,  although  the  ground  was  to  all  ap- 
pearance dry  enough  before,  yet  when  the  fire  was  alight- 
ed, it  soon  thawed  all  the  parts  round  it  into  an  absolute 
puddle.  We  admired  much  the  alertness  and  expedition 
with  which  the  Kamtschadales  erected  our  marquee^  and 
cooked  our  provisions ;  but  what  was  most  unexpected,  we 
found  they  had  brought  with  them  their  tea-kettles;  con- 
sidering it  iis  the  greatest  of  hardships  not  to  drink  tea  two 
or  three  times  a  day. 

We  set  out  us  soon  as  it  was  ligh  in  the  morning,  and 
had  not  advanced  far,  before  we  were  met  by  the  Toiou,  or 
chief  of  Karatchin,  who  had  been  apprised  of  our  coming, 

and 
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•nd  had  provided  canoes  that  were  lii^liter,  and  belter  coa> 
trivtfd  for  navigating  the  liigher  parts  of  tlu  river.  A  com- 
modious vessel,  consistinc  of  two  canoes,  lashed  close  to- 
gether with  cross  spars,  lined  with  bear-skins,  and  furnish- 
ed with  fur-cloaks,  was  also  provided  for  us.  We  now  went 
on  very  rapidly,  the  Toion'i  people  being  both  stout  and 
fresh,  and  remarkable  for  their  expertness  in  this  business. 
At  ten  we  got  to  the  ostrog,  the  seat  of  his  command,  where 
we  were  received  at  the  woter-side  by  the  Kamischadule 
men  and  women,  and  some  Russian  servants  hclongmg  to. 
Fedositsch,  who  were  employed  in  making  canoes.  I'hey 
were  all  dressed  out  in  their  best  clothes.  Those  of  the  wo- 
men were  pretty  and  gay,  consisting  of  a  full  loose  robe  of 
white  nankeen,  gathered  close  round  ttie  neck,  and  fasten- 
ed with  u  collar  of  coloured  silk.  Over  this  they  W4>re  a 
short  jacket  without  sleeves,  made  of  diiferent-coloured 
nankeens,  and  petticoats  of  a  slight  Chinese  silk.  Their 
shirts,  which  had  sleeves  down  to  the  wrist,  were  ulso  of 
silk  ;  and  coloured  silk  handkerchiefs  were  bound  round 
their  heads,  concealing  entirely  the  hair  of  the  married  wo- 
men, whilst  those  who  were  unmarried  brought  the  hand- 
kerchief under  the  hair,  and  suffered  it  to  flow  loose  be- 
hind. 

This  ostrog  was  pleasantly  situated  by  the  side  of  the  ri- 
ver,  and  consisted  of  three  log-houses,  three^'our^s,  or  houses 
made  under  ground,  and  nineteen  halagans,  or  summer  Im- 
bitations.  We  were  conducted  to  the  tent  of  the  Toion, 
who  was  a  plain  decent  man,  born  of  a  Russian  woman,  by 
a  Kamtschadale  father.  His  house,  like  all  the  rest  in  this 
country,  was  divided  into  two  apartments.  A  long  narrow 
table,  with  a  bench  round  it,  was  all  the  furniture  we  taw 
in  the  outer;  and  the  household  stulf  of  the  inner,  which 
was  the  kitchen,  was  not  less  simple  and  scanty.  But  the 
kind  attention  of  our  host,  and  the  hearty  welcome  we  re- 
ceived, more  than  compensated  for  the  poverty  of  his  lodg- 
ings. 

His  wife  proved  an  excellent  cook,  and  served  us  with 
fish  and  game  ot  different  sorts,  and  various  kinds  of  heath- 
berries,  that  had  been  kept  since  the  last  year.  Whilst  we 
were  at  dinner  in  this  miserable  hut,  the  guests  of  a  people, 
with  whose  existence  we  had  before  been  scarce  acquaint- 
ed, and  at  the  extremity  of  the  habitable  globe,  a  solitary, 
half-worn  pewter  snoon,  whose  shape  was  familiar  to  us,  at- 
tracted 
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tracUid  our  etU'ntion ;  and,  on  examination,  we  found  it 
stampt'd  on  the  buck  witli  the  word  I/)udon.  1  ctiimot  pass 
over  this  circuinsfance  in  silence,  out  oi  gratitude  lor  the 
many  pli  asant  thoughts,  the  anxious  hopes,  and  tender  re- 
memhrunces  it  excited  in  us.  Those  who  have  experienced 
thf  effects  that  long  ahsence  and  extreme  distance  from 
their  native  country  produce  on  the  mind,  will  readik  con- 
ceive tlie  pleasure  sueh  trifling  incidents  can  give.  To  the 
philosopher  and  pohlician  they  nmy  perhaps  suggest  re- 
flections of  a  diflerent  nature.* 

We  were  now  to  quit  the  river,  and  perform  the  next 
part  of  our  journey  on  sledges;  but  the  thaw  had  been  too 
poweriul  in  the  day-time  to  allow  ns  to  set  out  till  the  cold 
of  the  evening  had  again  made  the  surface  of  the  snow 
liard  and  Hriii.  This  gave  us  an  opportunity  of  walking 
about  ibe  village,  which  was  the  only  place  we  had  yet 
fleen  free  i'roin  snow  since  we  landed  in  this  country.  It 
stood  upon  a  weli-wooded  ilat,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in 
circumference.  The  leaves  were  just  budding,  and  the  ver- 
dure of  the  whole  scene  was  stror^gly  contrasted  with  the 
sides  of  the  surrounding  hills,  which  were  still  covered  with 
snow.  As  the  soil  appeared  to  ine  very  capable  of  produ> 
cing  all  the  common  sorts  of  garden  vegetables,  I  was 
greatly  surprised  not  to  Had  the  smallest  spot  any  where 
cultivated.  U  to  this  we  add,  that  none  of  the  inhabitants 
were  possessed  of  cattle  of  any  sort,  nothing  can  be  well 
conceived  more  wretched  than  their  situation  must  be  du- 
ring the  winter  months.  *  They  were  at  this  time  re- 
moving from  theirjV>u;/s  into  their  balagam,  which  afford- 
ed us  an  opportunity  of  examining  botli  these  sorts  of  ha- 
bitations; and  they  will  be  hereafter  more  particularly  de- 
^'ribed.  The  people  invited  us  into  their  houses  with  great 

good 

•  MrDngald  Stewart  ])as  not  neglected  to  avail  himself  of  this  inci- 
dent, to  illiistratu  his  observations  on  the  power  which  certain  percep- 
tions or  iinprcsiiiuns  on  tlic  senses  possess  to  awaken  associations. — £. 

*  Even  so  lately  as  Captain  Kruscnstern's  visit,  the  nunihcr  of  horned 
cattle  at  Saint  Peter  and  Saint  Paul's  amounted  to  no  more  than  ten 
cows  and  as  many  young  heifiers ;  of  course,  he  remarks,  there  was  no 
butter,  and  very  little  niiik.  lint  it  is  his  opinion,  that  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely easy  to  support  sonic  hundred  head  there,  as  the  place  abounds 
in  the  finest  grass.  Elsewhere  he  informs  us,  that  it  is  calculated  there 
arc  about  six  hundred  cattle  in  the  whole  of  Kamtschatka ;  a  number 
which,  tor  obvious  rea&ons,  he  thinks  may  and  ouglit  to  b(  inci;ea8ed.rr 
E. 
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good  humour ;  a  general  air  of  cheerfulness  and  content 
WHS  every  where  visible^  to  which  the  approaching  change 
erf  season  might  probably  not  a  little  contribute. 

On  our  return  to  the  Toion'i,  we  found  supper  prepared 
for  u9,  which  differed  in  nothing  from  our  former  repast; 
and  concluded  with  our  treating  the  Toion  and  his  wif* 
u^kh  some  of  the  spirits  we  had  brought  with  us,  made  in- 
to punch.  Captain  Gore,  who  had  great  generosity  on  all 
occasions,  having  afterward  made  them  some  valuable  pre- 
•erirts,  they  retired  to  the  kitchen,  leaving  us  in  possession 
of  the  outward  room,  where,  spreading  our  bear-skins  on 
the  benches,  we  were  glad  to  get  a  little  repose,  having  set- 
tled with  our  conductors  to  resume  our  journey  as  soon  as 
the  ground  should  be  judged  tit  for  travelling. 

About  nine  o'clock  the  same  evening  we  were  awakened 
by  the  melancholy  bowlings  of  the  dogs,  which  continued 
all  the  time  our  baggage  was  lashing  upon  the  sledges ; 
but  as  soon  as  they  were  yoked,  and  we  were  all  prepared 
to  set  out,  this  changed  into  a  light  cheerful  yelping,  which 
entirely  ceased  the  instant  they  marched  oif.  But  before 
we  set  out,  the  reader  miiy  expect  to  be  made  more  parti- 
cularly acquainted  with  this  curious  mode  of  travelling. 

The  body  of  the  sledge  is  about  four  feet  and  a  half  long, 
and  a  foot  wide,  made  in  the  form  of  a  crescent,  of  light 
tough  wood,  strongly  bound  together  with  wicker-work; 
which,  in  those  belonging  to  the  better  sort  of  people,  is 
elegantly  stained  of  a  red  and  blue  colour,  and  the  seat  co- 
vered with  beur-skins,  or  other  furs.  It  is  supported  by  four 
legs,  about  two  feet  high,  which  rest  on  two  long  flat  pieces 
of  wood,  Bve  or  six  inches  broad,  extending  a  foot  at  each 
end  beyond  the  body  of  the  sledge.  These  are  turned  up 
before  in  the  manner  of  a  skate,  and  shod  with  the  bone 
of  some  sea-animal.  The  fore-part  of  the  carriage  is  orna- 
mented with  thongs  of  leather  and  tassels  of  coloured 
cloth  ;  and  from  the  cross-bar,  to  which  the  harness  is 
joined,  are  hung  links  of  iron,  or  small  bells,  the  jingling 
of  which  they  conceive  to  be  encouraging  to  the  dogs. 
They  are  seldom  used  to  carry  more  than  one  person  at  a 
time,  who  sits  aside,  resting  tiis  feet  on  the  lower  part  of 
the  sledge,  and  carrying  his  provisions  and  other  necessa- 
ries, wrapped  up  in  a  bundle,  behind  him.  The  dogs  are 
usually  five  in  number,  yoked  two  and  two,  with  a  leader. 
The  reins,  not  bein^  fastened  to  the  head  of  the  dogs,  but 
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to  the  collars,  haVe  1ittt«  power  over  them,  and  are  there- 
fore generally  hune  upon  the  8led^e,  whilst  the  driver  de- 
pends entirely  oi  ineir  obedience  to  his  voice  for  the  di- 
rection of"  them.  v\'ith  this  view,  the  leader  is  always  '  i'<n- 
ed  up  with  a  particular  degree  of  care  and  attention  ;  s<.  ^e 
of  them  rising  to  a  most  extraordinary  value  on  account  of 
their  docility  and  steadiness ;  insomuch,  that  (or  one  of 
these,  1  am  well  assured,  forty  roubles  (or  ten  pounds)  was 
no  unusual  price.  The  driver  is  also  provided  with  a  crook- 
ed stick,  wnich  answers  the  purpose  both  of  whip  and 
reins ;  as,  by  strikino;  it  into  the  snow,  he  is  enabled  to 
moderate  the  speed  of  the  dogs,  or  even  to  stop  them  en- 
tirely ;  anrl  when  they  are  lazy,  or  otherwise  inattentive  to 
his  voice,  he  chastises  them  by  throwing  it  at  them.  Upon 
these  occanions  their  dexterity  in  picking  it  up  af;ain  is 
very  remarkable,  and  forms  the  principal  difficulty  of  their 
art.  But  it  is  indeed  not  surprising  that  they  shonid  labour 
to  be  skilful  in  a  practice  upon  which  their  safety  so  mate- 
rially depends.  For  they  say,  that  if  the  driver  should  hap- 
pen to  lose  his  stick,  the  dogs  will  instantly  perceive  it;  and 
unless  their  leader  be  of  the  mostsoberand  resolute  kind,  they 
will  immediately  run  a-head  full  speed,  and  nevtr  stop  till 
they  are  quite  spent.  But  as  that  will  not  be  the  case  soon, 
it  generally  happens  that  either  the  carriage  is  overturned, 
and  dashed  to  pieces  against  the  trees,  or  they  hurry  down 
some  precip'  i. ,  r^nd  are  all  buried  in  the  snow.  The  ac- 
counts that  M  .'IV  ri\eu  us  of  the  speed  of  these  doi^s,  and 
of  their  ex  '^i  >f<.  .nary  patience  of  hunger  and  fatigue,  Were 
8ca"xely  Ti*  'iibK ,  if  they  had  not  been  supported  by  the 
best  authoii;y.   We  were  indeed  ourselves  witnesses  of  the 

great  expedition  with  which  the  messenger,  who  had  beeh 
ispatched  to  Bolclieretsk  with  the  news  of  our  arrival,  re- 
turned to  the  harbour  of  Saint  Peter  and  Saint  Paul,  though 
the  snow  was  at  this  time  exceedingly  soft.  But  I  was  in- 
formed, by  the  commander  of  Kamtschatka,  that  this  jour- 
ney was  generally  performed  in  two  days  and  a  half;  and 
that  he  had  once  received  an  express  from  the  latter  place 
in  twenty-three  hours. 

The  dogs  are  fed,  during  t^ie  winter,  on  the  offals  of 
dried  and  stinking  fish ;  but  are  always  deprived  of  this 
miserable  food  a  day  before  they  set  out  on  a  journey,  and 
never  suffered  to  eat  before  they  reach  the  end  of  it.  We 
were  also  told,  that  it  was  not  unusual  for  them  to  conti> 
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nue  thus  fasting  two  entire  dayt,  in  which  time  they  would 
perform  a  journey  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles.> 
These  dogs  are  in  shape  somewhat  like  the  Pomerunian 
breed,  but  considerably  larger. 

As  we  did  not  choose  to  trust  to  our  own  skill,  we  had 
each  uf  us  a  man  to  drive  and  guide  the  sledge,  whichf 
from  the  state  the  roads  were  now  in,  proved  a  very  labo- 
rious business.  For,  as  the  thaw  had  advanced  very  consi- 
derably in  the  vallies,  through  which  our  road  lay,v »«  were 
under  the  neoessity  of  keeping  along  the  sides  ot  th(  hills; 
and  this  obliged  our  guides,  who  were  provided  ■  snow- 
shues  for  that  purpose,  to  support  the  sledges,  owet 

sidt ,  with  their  shoulders,  for  several  miles  t()<^  '  "i 

a  very  good-humoured  cossack  to  attend    n<  > 

however,  so  very  unskilful  in  his  business,  tl.  e 

overturned  almost  evi  ij  minute,  to  the  great  enterl.  n- 
ment  of  the  rest  of  the  company.  Our  party  consisted  in 
all  of  ten  sledges.  That  in  which  Captain  Qore  was  car- 
ried. Was  made  of  two  lashed  together,  and  abundantly 
provided  with  furs  and  bear-skins ;  it  had  ten  dogs,  yoked 
four  a-breast ;  as  had  also  some  of  those  that  were  heavy 
laden  with  baggage. 

When  we  had  proceeded  about  four  miles  it  began  to 
rain  ;  which,  added  to  the  darkness  of  the  night,  threw  us 
all  into  confusion.  It  was  at  last  agreed,  that  we  should  re- 
main where  we  were  till  day-light ;  and  accordingly  we  came 
to  anchor  in  the  snow,  (for  1  cannot  better  express  the 
manner  in  which  the  sledges  were  secured,)  and  wrapping 
ourselves  up  in  our  furs,  waited  patiently  for  the  morning. 
About  three  o'clock  we  were  called  on  to  set  out,  our 
guides  being  apprehensive,  that  if  we  waited  longer  we 
might  be  stopped  by  the  thaw,  and  neither  be  able  to  pro- 
ceed 


'  Extraordinary  as  this  may  appear,  Kraschcninikofi^  whose  acccMit  of 
KamtBchatka,  from  every  thing  that  I  saw,  and  had  an  opportuniiy  of 
comparing  it  with,  seems  to  rae  to  deserve  entire  credit,  and  whose  hi- 
tiiority  I  shall,  therefore,  frequently  have  recourse  to.  relates  instances  of 
this  kmd  that  are  much  more  surprising.  "  Tnvelling  parties,"  says  he, 
"  are  often  overtaken  with  dreadful  storms  of  snow,  on  the  approach  of 
which  they  drive  with  the  utmost  precipitation  into  tiic  nearest  wood,  and 
there  are  obliged  to  stay  till  the  tempest,  whicli  frequently  lasts  six  or  se- 
ven days,  is  over ;  the  dogs  remaining  all  this  while  quiet  and  inoffensive ; 
except  that  sometimes,  when  prest  by  hunger,  they  will  devour  the  reina 
and  the  other  leathern  parts  of  the  harness." — Hittory  and  Description 
of  Kamtschatka,  by  Krascheninikoff'. 
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teed  nor  to  retorn.  After  encountering  many  difficultiei, 
whicli  were  principally  occasioned  by  the  bad  condition  of 
the  road»  at  two  in  the  afternoon  we  got  safe  to  an  oUrogt 
called  Natcheekin,  situated  on  the  side  of  a  small  stream 
which  falls  I  into  the  Bolchoireka,  a  little  way  below  the 
town.  The  distance  between  Karatchin  and  Natcheekin  is 
thirty<^ight  wersts  (or  twenty-five  miles;)  and  had  the 
bard  frost  continued,  we  should  not,  by  their  account,  have 
been  more  than  four  hoiira  in  performmg  it ;  but  the  snow 
was  so  softj  that  the  dogs,  almost  at  every  step,  sunk  up  to 
their  bellies ;  and  £  was  indeed  much  surprised  at  their  be* 
ing  at  all  able  to  overcome  the  difficulties  of  so  fatiguing  • 
journey. 

Natcheekin  is  a  very  inconsiderable  ottr<^,  having  only 
one  log-house,  the  residence  of  the  Toton  ,*  five  bmagatu, 
and  one  jourt.  We  were  received  here  with  the  same  for- 
malities, and  in  the  same  hospitable  manner,  as  at  Karat- 
chin  ;  and  in  the  afternoon  we  went  to  visit  a  remarkable 
hot-spring,  which  is  near  this  village.  We  saw,  at  some  dis- 
tance the  steam  rising  from  it  as  from  a  boiling  cauldron; 
and  as  we  approached,  perceived  the  air  had  a  strong  sul- 
phureous smell.  The  main  spring  forms  a  bason  of  about 
three  feet  in  diameter ;  besides  which  there  are  a  number 
of  lesser  springs,  of  the  same  degree  of  heat,  in  the  adja- 
cent ground ;  so  that  the  whole  spot,  to  the  extent  of  near 
an  acre,  was  so  hot,  that  we  could  not  stand  two  minutes 
in  the  same  place.  The  water  flowing  from  these  springs 
is  collected  in  a  small  bathing  pond,  and  afterwards  forma 
a  little  rivulet,  which,  at  the  distance  of  about  an  hundred 
and  fifty  yards,  falls  into  the  river.  The  bath,  they  told  us, 
had  wrought  great  cures  in  several  disorders,  such  as  rheu- 
matisms, swelled  and  contracted  joints,  and  scorbutic  ul- 
cers. In  the  bathing  place  the  thermometer  stood  at  100*, 
or  blood  heat;  but  in  the  spring,  after  being  immersed  two 
minutes,  it  was  1*  above  boiling  spirits.  The  thermometer 
in  the  air,  at  this  time  was  d4<* ;  in  the  river  40* ;  and  in  the 
Toion't  house  64*.  The  ground  where  these  springs  break 
out  is  on  a  gentle  ascent ;  behind  which  there  is  a  green 
hill  of  a  moderate  size.  I  am  sorry  1  was  not  sufficiently 
skilled  in  botany  to  examine  the  plants,  which  seemed  to 
thrive  here  with  great  luxuriance ;  the  wild  garlic,  indeed, 
forced  itself  on  our  notice,  and  was  at  this  time  sprmging 
up  very  vigorously.      ^„^ , 
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Thtpexl.mQrniog  we  embarked. on  the  B<^boireka  in    , 
OMioes;  and  having  the  stream  with  tis,  expected  to  be  Mf 
our  journey's  end  the  day  following.  The  town  of  Bolqhe-. 
letsk  is  about  ei^ty  mifes  from  Natcheelcin ;  and  we  wejM; 
informed^  that,,m  the  summer  season,  when  the  river  haS' 
been  fuU  and  rapid,  from  the  melting  of  snow  on  the  moun- 
tains, the  canoes  bad  ofien  gone  down  in  a  single  dqr;.  but 
that,  in  its  present  state,  we  should  probably  be  much, 
longer,  as  the  ice  had  broken  up  only  three  days  before  we 
arrived ;  and. that  ours  would  be  the  first  boat  that  had  at-, 
tempted  to.pAss.    This '  inteUigence  proved  but  too  true* 
We.  found;  ourselves  greatly  impeded  by  the  shallows  ;..andf 
though  the  stream  in  many  places  ran  with  great  rapidit(|r«: 
yet  in  every  half  mile  we  had  ripplings  and  shoals,  ovor. 
which  we, bad  to  haul  the  boats.*  The  country  on  each  side 
was  very  romantic,  but  unvaried;  the  river  running  ber^  . 
tween  mountains  of  the  most  craggy  and  barren  aspect/  ' 
where  there  was  nothing  to  diversify  the  scene  but  now 
and  then  the  sight  of  a  bear,  and  the  flights  of  wild  fowl. 
$0  uninteresting  a  passage  leaves  me  nothing  farther  to 
say,  than  that  wis,  and  the. following  night,  we  slept  on 
the  banks  of  the  river,  under  our  tnarquUf  and  suffered 
very  much  from  the  ^verity  of  the  weather,  and  the  snow, 
which  still  remained  on  the  ground. 

At  day-light,  on  the  12th,  we  found  we  had  got  clear  of 
the  mountains,  and  were  entering  a  low  extensive  plain, 
covered  with  shrubby  trees.  About  nine  in  the  forenoon, 
we  arrived  at  an  oitro^f  called  Opatchin,  which  is  compu- 
ted to  be  fifty  miles  from  Natcheekiii,  and  is  nearly  of  the 
same  size  as  Karatchin.  We  found  here  a  serjeant,  with 
four  Russian  soldiers,  who  had  been  two  days  waiting  for 
our  arrival,  and  who  immediately  dispatched  a  light  boat 
to  Bolcheretsk,  with  intelligence  of  our  approach.  We 
were  now  put  into  the  trammels  of  formality  t  a  canoe,  fur- 
:   VOL.  xvu.  F  nished 

*  Qmtain  King  does  not  seem  to  have  heard  or  inferred  any  thin^  as 
to  the  daiiger  usiwlly  encountered  in  the  gummer  excursions  on  the  river, 
from  the  nature  of  toe  vessels  employed.  This,  according  to  Krusenstem, 
infiniteljr  more  resembles  a  ttoueh  than  a  boat,  being,  in  fact,  the  hollow 
trunk  of  a  tree,  and  exceeding^  apt  to  be  upset  by  the  rapidity  of  the 
Stream.  Thus,  he  says,  scarcely  a  year  passes  in  which  several  people 
arc  not  drownul,  both  in  the  Kamtschatka  river  and  the  Awatscha ;  a  se- 
rioai  loss  any  where,  no  doubt;  but  in  this  country,  where  population  is 
so  scantgr,  and  so  uncertain,  incomparably  more  important  in  a  political 
ptiat  of  view.— £. 
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nithttl  with  ilcias  and  Aira,  and  equipped  in  a  magnifietnt 
xnannef;  wm  prepared  for  our  reception,  in  wlilcb  we  were' 
aceoaiiiodated  mueh  at  oar  ease,  but  to  the  exclution  of 
the  reit  of  our  fellow-travellert.  It  wa$  with  much  regret 
we  found  ovrsdves  obliged  to  eeparate  from  our  old  com- 
panion Monaieur  Port,  whom  we  had  observed  to  grow 
every  day  more  shy  and  distant  as  we  drew  nearer  the  end 
of  our  journey.  Indeed,  he  had  himself  told  us.  before  wc 
aet  out,  that  we  paid  him  a  respect  he  had  no  title  to ;  but 
ai  we  had  found  him  a  very  modest  and  discreet  man,  we 
had  insisted  on  his  living  with  us  during  the  whole  of  our 
joumer.  The  remainder  of  our  passage  was  performed  with 
great  facility  and  expedition,  the  river  growing  more  rapid 
aa  we  descended,  and  less  obstructed  by  shoals. 

As  we  approached  the  capital,  we  were  sorry  to  observe, 
from  an  appearance  of  much  stir  and  bustle,  that  wc  were 
to  be  received  in  form*  Decent  clothes  had  been  for  seme 
time  a  scarce  commodity  amongst  us }  and  our  travelling 
dresses  were  made  up  of  a  burlesque  mixture  of  European^ 
Indian,  and  Kamtschadale  fashions.  We  therefore  thought 
it  would  be  too  ridiculous  to  make  a  parade  in  this  trim 
throueh  the  metropolis  of  Kamtschatka ;  and,  as  we  saw  a 
crowd  collected  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  were  told 
the  commander  would  be  at  the  water-side  to  receive  us, 
we  stopped  short,  at  a  soldier's  house,  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  from  the  town,  from  whence  we  sent  Port,  with  a  mes- 
sage to  his  excellency,  acquainting  him,  that  the  moment 
we  had  put  off  our  travelling  dresses,  we  would  pay  oar  re- 

Sects  to  him  at  his  own  house ;  and  to  beg  he  would  not 
ink  of  waiting  to  conduct  us.  Finding,  however,  that  he 
persisted  in  his  intentions  of  paying  us  this  compliment, 
we  lost  no  farther  time  in  attiring  ourselves,  but  made  all 
the  haste  in  our  power  to  join  him  at  the  entrance  of  the 
town,  i  observed  ray  companions  to  be  as  awkward  as  I 
felt  myself  in  making  our  first  salutations;  bowing  and 
scraping  being  marks  of  good  breeding,  that  we  had  now, 
for  two  years  and  a  half,  been  totally  unaccustr>med  to. 
The  manner  in  which  we  were  received  by  the  commands 
er,  Vfa»  the  most  engaging  that  could  be  conceived,  and 
increased  my  mortification  at  finding  that  he  had  almost 
entirely  forgot  the  French  language ;  so  that  the  satisfac- 
tion ot  conversing  with  him  was  wholly  confined  to  Mr 
Webber,  who  ipoke  the  German^  his  native  tongue. 
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In  oo|Dpany  wilii  Bf*jor  Behm  was  Captuh  Shmaleff,  the 
Mcond  in  command,  and  another  officer,  with  the  whole 
body  of  the  mfirohants  of  the  piace.  They  conducted  ui  to 
thecommande^a  houae,  where  we  were  received  by  his  lady 
with  great  civility,  and  fovnd  tea  and  other  refreshments 
prepared  for  us.  After  the  first  compliments  were  over^  Mr 
Webber  was  desired  to  acquaint  the  major  with  the  object 
of  our  journey,  with  our  want  of  naval  stores,  flour,  and 
fresh  provisions,  and  other  necessaries  for  the  ship's  crews, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  assure  him,  that  we  were  sensibley 
from  what  we  bad  already  seen  of  the  condition  of  the  coun- 
try about  AwBtska  Bay,  we  could  not  expect  much  assist- 
ance from  him  in  that  quarter;  that  the  impossibility  of 
sending  heavy  stores  across  the  peninsula  during  the  pre- 
sent season  of  the  year,  was  but  too  apparent,  from  the  dif- 
ficulties we  had  met  with  in  our  journey ;  and  that,  long 
before  any  material  change  could  take  place,  we  should  be 
under  the  necessity  of  proceeding  on  our  voyage.  We  were 
here  interrupted  by  the  commander,  who  observed,  that  we 
did  not  yet  know  what  they  were  capable  of  doing ;  that, 
at  least,  it  wqs  not  his  business  to  think  of  the  difficulties  of 
supplying  our  wants,  but  only  to  learn  wh{^  were  the  arti- 
cles .we  stood  in  need  of,  and  the  longest  time  we  could  al- 
low him  for  procuring  them.  After  expressing  our  sense  of 
his  obliging  disposition,  we  gave  him  a  list  of  our  naval 
stores,  the  number  of  cattle,  and  the  quantity  of  flour  we 
were  directed  to  purchase,  and  told  him  that  we  purposed 
recommencing  our  voyage  about  the  dth  of  June. 

Our  conversation  afterward  turned  upon  different  sub 
jects ;  and  it  will  naturally  be  supposed  that  our  enquiries 
were  principally  directed  to  the  obtaining  some  information 
respecting  our  own  country.  Having  now  been  absent 
three  years,  we  had  flattered  ourselves  with  the  certainty  of 
receiving  intelligence  from  Major  Behin,  which  could  not 
fail  of  being  intei-esting ;  and  I  cannot  express  the  disap- 
pointment we  felt,  on  finding  that  he  had  no  news  to  com- 
municate of  a  much  later  date  than  that  of  our  departure 
from  England* 

Ahojit  seven  o'clock  the  commander,  conceiving  we 
might  be  fatigued  with  our  journey,  and  desirous  of  taking 
some  repose,  begged  he  mighl  conduct  us  to  our  lodgings. 
It  was  in  vain  that  we  protested  against  a  compliment  which 
we  had  certainly  no  title  to  expect,  but  that  of  being 

strangers; 
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strangers ;  a  circumstonce  which  seemed,  in  the  opinion  of 
this  generous  Livonian,  to  counterbalance  every  other  con- 
sideration. In  our  way  we  passed  by  two  guard-houses, 
where  the  men  were  turned  out  under  arms,  in  compliment 
to  Captain  Gore ;  and  were  afterward  brought  to  a  very 
neat  and  decent  house,  which  the  major  gave  us  to  under- 
stand was  to  be  our  residence  during  our  stay.  Two  senti- 
nels were  posted  at  the  doors,  and,  in  a  house  adjoining, 
there  was  a  Serjeant's  guard.  Having  shewn  us  into  our 
apartments,  the  major  took  his  leave,  with  a  promise  to  see 
vs  the  next  day ;  and  we  were  left  to  find  out  at  our  leisure 
all  the  conveniences  that  he  had  most  amply  provided  for 
A  soldier,  called  a  putpropet'tckack,  whose  rank  is  be- 


ns 


tween  that  of  a  serjeant  and  a  corporal,  along  with  our 
fellow-traveller  Port,  were  appointed  to  be  our  male  domes- 
tics ;  besides  whom,  there  was  a  housekeeper  and  a  cook, 
who  had  orders  to  obey  Port's  directions  in  dressing  us  a 
supper  according  to  our  own  mode  of  cookery.  We  received 
many  civil  messages  in  the  course  of  the  evening  from  the 
principal  people  of  the  town,  purporting,  that  they  would 
not  add  to  our  fatigues  by  paying  their  respects  to  us  at 
that  time,  but  would  wait  on  us  in  the  morning.  Such 
■well-supported  politeness  and  attention,  in  a  country  so  de- 
solate and  uncultivated,  formed  a  contrast  exceedingly  fa- 
Tournble  to  its  inhabitants;  and,  to  finish  the  piece  as  it 
began,  at  sun«set  the  serjeant  came  with  the  report  of  his 
guard  to  Captain  Gore. 

Early  in  tne  morning  we  received  the  compliments  of  the 
commander,  of  Captain  Shmaleff,  and  of  the  principal  in- 
habitants of  the  town,  who  all  honoured  us  with  visits  soon 
after.  The  two  first,  having  sent  for  Port,  after  we  were 
gone  to  rest,  and  enquired  of  him  what  articles  we  seemed 
to  be  most  in  want  of  on  board  the  ships,  we  found  them 
prepared  to  insist  on  our  sharing  with  the  garrison  under 
their  command,  in  what  little  stock  of  provisions  they  had 
remaining.  At  the  same  time  they  lamented  that  we  had 
arrived  at  a  season  of  the  year,  when  there  was  always  the 
greatest  scarcity  of  every  thing  amongst  them,  the  sloops 
not  being  yet  arrived,  with  their  annual  supply,  from 
Okotsk. 

We  agreed  to  accept  the  liberality  of  these  hospitable 

strangers,  with  the  best  grace  we  could  ;  but  on  condition 

that  we  might  be  made  acquainted  with  the  price  of  the 
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article!  we  were  to  be  supplied  with,  and  tbnt  Captain 
Gierke  should  give  bills  to  the  amount  upon  the  Victualiinsr 
Office  in  London.  This  the  major  positively  refused  ;  ana 
whenever  it  was  afterwards  urged,  slopped  us  short)  by 
telling  us,  he  was  certain  that  he  could  not  oblige  his  mis- 
tresc  more  than  in  giving  every  assistance  in  his  power  to 
her  good  friends  and  allies  the  English  ;  and  that  it  would 
be  a. particular  satisfaction  to  her  to  hear,  thut,  in  so  remote 
a  part  of  the  world,  her  dominions  had  afforded  any  relief 
to  ships  engaged  in  such  services  as  ours ;  that  he  could  not 
therefore  act  so  contrary  to  the  character  of  his  empress  as 
to 'accept  of  any  bills;  but  that  to  accommodate  the  mat- 
ter, he  would  take  a  bare  attestation  of  the  particulars  with 
which  we  might  be  furnished,  and  that  this  ne  should  trans- 
mit to  his  court,  as  n  certificate  of  having  performed  his 
duty.- 1  shall  leave,  he  continued,  to  the  two  courts  all  far- 
ther acknowledgments,  but  cannot  consent  to  accept  of  any 
thin tf  ofl  the  kind  alluded  to.  xilnii  xV 

When  thi»  matter  was  fldjusted,  he  begaa.to  enquire 
about  our  private  wants,  sayin|;,  he  should;  consider  himself 
as  ill  used  if  we  had  any  dealmgs  with  the  merchants,  or 
applied  to  any  other  person  except  himself.  ,:< 

In  return  for  such  singular  generosity,  we  had  little  itf 
bestow  but  o^r  admiration  and  our  thanks.  Fortunately, 
however.  Captain  Gierke  had  sent  by  me  a  set  of  prints 
and  maps,  belonging  to  the  last  voyage  of  Captain  Cook, 
which  he  desired  me  to  present  in  his  name  to  the  com- 
mander; who  being  an  enthusiast  in  every  thing  relating 
to  discoveries,  received  it  with  a  satisfaction  which  shewed, 
that>  though  a  trifle,  nothing  could  have  beea  more  ac- 
ceptable. Captain  Clerke  had  likewise  entrusted  me  with 
a  discretionary  power  of  shewing  him  a  chart  of  the  disco- 
veries made  in  the  present  voyage  ;  and  as  I  judged  that  a 
person  in  his  situation,  and  of  his  turn  of  mind,  would  be 
exceedingly  gratified  by  a  communication  of  this  sort, 
though>  out  of  delicacy,  he  had  forborn  to  ask  more  than  a 
a  few  g|<eneral  questions  on  the  subject,  Imade  no  scruple 
to  repose  ill  him  a  confidence,  of  which  his  whole  conduct 
shewed  him  to  be  deserving. 

I  had  the  pleasure  to  find»  that  he  felt  this  compliment  at 
I  hoped  he  would,  and  was  much  struck  at  seeing,  in  one 
view,  the  whole  of  that  coast,  as  well  on  the  side  of  Asia  as 
on  that  of  America,  of  which  bis  couutiymen  had  been  so 
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many  yean  employed  in  acquiring  8  partial  and  impetfcci 
knowledge.' 

Excepting  this  mark  of  confidence,  and  the  act  of  priilHi' 
I  have  olready  mentioned,  we  had  bronght  iioihin|(  wilh  da 
that  was  in  the  least  worth  hit  acceptance  \  for  it  aeaite 
deserves  noticing,  that  I  prevailed  on  his  son,  a  young  b<yy« 
to  accept  of  a  suvtr  watch  I  happened  to  bare  nbbat  me ; 
and  I  made  bit  little  daughtci*  very  happy  with  two  pair  of 
ear-rings  of  FVenbh  paste.  Besides  thesd  trifles,  I  left  wHh 
Captain  Shmaleif  the  thermometer  I  used  on  my  journey ; 
and  he  promised  me^  to  keep  an  exact  register  of  the  lem-*' 
p^rature  of  the  air  for  one  year,  and  to  transmit  it  to 
Mr  MuHer,  with  whom  he  had  the  pleasure  of  being  ac* 
quainted.  1??* 

We  dined  this  day  at  the  commander's,  \vho>  stadlont  tin 
every  occiasion  to  gratify  obr  curiosity,  had,  besidds  it  nuin- 
ber  of  difhes  dressed  in  our  own  way,  prepared  a  grM  va* 
riety  of  others,  after  the  Russian  and  Kaititsohadaiis  tam^ 
ner.  The  afternoon  ittii  employed  in  takina  a  view  of  the 
town  and  the  adiaceot  country.  Bolchereisk  is  situated  ih 
a  low  swampy  plain^  that  extends  to  the  sea  of  Okotsk/b#- 
ing  about  forty  miles  long,  and  of  a  considerable  biteadtfa* 
It  lieri  on  thd  north  side  of  the  Bolchoireka,  or  great  rirer, 
betwieen  the  month  of  the  Gottsofka  ^nd  the  Bistraia> 
which  here  empty  themselves  into  this  river ;  add  the  pe* 
nihsulb,  on  which  it  stands,  has  been  separated  frbro  tbecdn* 
tinent  by  a  large  canal,  the  work  of  the  present  command* 
er }  which  has  not  only  added  much  to  its  strength  as  a 
fdrtreis,  but  has  made  it  much  less  liable  than  it  was  befbre 
to  hittudations.  BeK}#  the  town  the  river  is  from  six  to 
ei^ht  feet  di^ep,  and  abolkt  a  quarter  of  a  mil^  broad.  It 
empties  itself  into  the  sea  of  Okotsk,  at  the  distance  of 
IWMity-two  miles;  where,  according  to  Kraschehinikoff,  it 

'  On  this  txxaSion  Mi^r  Behai  pertnitted  us  to  eiiwaine  all  the  maps 
a«d  charts  that  were  ia  hii  poMMtion.  Those  rdating  to  the  peninsiua 
df  the  Tschutski,  were  igoAde  in  oonfonnity  to  the  infornution  opUected  bj 
Preni&haer,  between  the  yttrs  1760  and  1770.  As  the  charts  of  PlMibh- 
ner  vere  afterwards  made  use  of,  according  to  Mr  Cbaukt  in  th^  eMap9a> 
tion  of  the  General  Msp  ^f  Rwria,  published  fay  the  Academjr  in  I7t4  it 
mnr  be  necessary  to  ob^rv&  that  we  fiwnd  them  exceedingly  ertoneooS  % 
and  that  the  compilers  of  the  General  Map  seem  to  have  lieen  led  into 
some  mistakes  on  bis  authority.  ThdM  ib  which  the  islands  on  the  coast 
of  America  were  Hdd  down,  w^  found  to  contaita  nothing  niew,  and  to  be 
aiadi  less  accurate  than  those  we  saw  at  Oonalashka. 
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itrapAbleofadakittingyMMhofaooatidenibleuie.  Thtra 
M  no  corn,  of  anj  meciea,  oultiTatcd  in  Ihit  park  of  tli* 
voitntry ;  and  Maior  Behm  Informad  me,  that  nit  waa  tht 
ooljr  garden  that  had  yet  been  planted.  The  krouud  wai^ 
f«r  the  moat  part,  cotered  with  mow ;  that  wmob  waa  free 
from  it  appeared  full  of  tosaU  hillocks,  of  a  black  turfy  na*> 
tare.  I  laW  about  twenty  or  thirty  oowa,  ilnd  the  major  had 
ilx  stout  horses.  These  and  their  dogs  are  the  only  ikmm 
CDiaMls  they  poaaess ;  the  ncceMity  they  are  under,  in  tb« 
present  state  of  the  countr]r»  of  keeping  great  numbers  of 
tbc  latter,  making  it  impossible  to  bring  up  any  cattle  thai 
are  not  in  size  and  strength  a  matoli  for  them.  For,  dorinsr 
the  summer  season,  their  dogs  are  entirely  let  loose,  and 
left  to  provide  for  themselves,  which  makes  them  so  ex* 
eccdinffly  ravenous,  that  th*y  will  sometimes  even  attack 
the  bufiooks. 

t'he  houses  in  Bolcheretsk  are  all  of  ^one  fashion,  being 
bttUt  of  logs,  and  thatched.  That  of  the  commander  is 
much  larger  than  the  test,  consisting  of  three  rooms  of  k 
Considerable  siJe,  ndatly  papered,  and  which  might  have 
been  reckoned  handsome,  if  the  tide  with  which  the  win^ 
dows  were  covered,  had  not  given  them  a  poor  and  disa- 
nraeable  appearance.  The  town  consists  of  several  rows  of 
fow  buildings,  each  consisting  of  6ve  or  six  dwelling,  con*> 
nected  together,  with  a  long  common  passage  runnirtg  th« 
IcDgth  ofthem,  on  otie  side  of  which  is  the  kitchen  and 
itore-house,  and  on  thd  other  the  dwelling  apartments.  Be^ 
■ides  these  are  barracks  for  the  Russian  studiera  and  cos* 
tacks,  a  well-looking  church,  and  a  court-roCra,  and  at  the 
end  oi  the  town  a  great  number  of  balagaiu,  belonging  to 
the  Kvvmtschadales.  The  inhabitants,  taken  itU  together^ 
amount  to  between  five  and  six  hundred.  In  the  evening 
the  major  gave  a  handsome  entertainment,  to  which  the 
principal  people  of  the  town  of  both  sexes  were  invited,   ir 

The  next  morning  we  applied  privately  to  the  merchanl^ 
Fedositsch,  to  purchase  some  tobacco  for  the  sailors,  who 
hiMi  now  been  upward  of  a  twelvemonth  without  this  fap 
vourite  commodity.  However,  this,  like  all  our  other  trans* 
actions  of  the  same  kind,  came  immediately  to  the  major's 
knowledge ;  and  we  were  soon  after  surprised  to  find  in  our 
house  four  bags  of  tobacco,  weighing  upward  of  a  hundred 
pounds  each,  which  he  begged  might  be  presented,  in  the 

«ame  of  himself  and  the  garrison  under  his  command,  to 
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our  Milon.  At  the  lame  time  they  had  sent  us  twenty 
loavei  of  fine  sugar,  and  as  many  pounds  of  tea,  being  ar- 
ticles they  understood  we  were  in  great  want  of,  which  they 
besged  to  be  indulged  in  presenting  to  the  officers.  Along 
with  these  Madame  Behm  had  also  sent  a  present  for  Cap- 
tain Clerlce,  consisting  of  fresh-butter,  honey,  figs,  rice,  and 
iome  other  little  things  of  the  same  kind, attended  with  many 
wishes  that,  in  his  infirm  state  of  health,  they  might  be  of 
service  to  him.  It  was  in  vain  we  tried  to  oppose  this  pro- 
fusion of  bounty,  which  I  was  really  anxious  to  restrain,  be- 
ing convinced  that  they  were  giving  away,  not  a  share,  but 
almost  the  whole  stock  of  the  garrison^  The  constant  answer 
the  major  returned  us  on  those  occasions  was,  that  we  had 
suffered  a  great  deal,  and  that  we  must  needs  be  in  distressk 
Indeed  the  length  of  time  we  had  been,  out  since  we  touch- 
ed at  any  known  port,  appeared  to  them  so  very  incredible^ 
that  it  required  the  testimony  of  our  maps,  and  other  cor- 
robnrating  circumstances,  to  gain  their  belief.  Amongst  tha 
latter  was  a  very  curious  fact  which  Major  Behm  related 
to  us  this  morning,  and  which,  he  said,  but  for  our  arrival^ 
he  should  have  been  totally  at  a  loss  to  account  for.    n 

It  is  well  knov  that  the  Tschutski  are  the  only  people 
of  the  north  of  As.  vho  have  maintained  their  indifpend- 
ence,  and  resisted  all  the  attempts  that  have  been  made  by 
the  Russians  to  reduce  them.  The  last  expedition  against 
them  was  undertaken  in  the  year  17^,  and  terminated, 
afler  various  success,  in  the  retreat  of  the  Russian  forces, 
and  the  loss  of  the  commanding  officer.  Since  that  time 
the  Russians  had  removed  their  frontier  fortress  from  the 
Anadir  to  the  Ingiga,  a  river  that  empties  itself  into  the 
northern  extremity  of  the  sea  of  Okolsk,  and  gives  its  name 
to  a  gulf  situated  to  the  west  of  that  of  Pensninsk. '  From 
this  tort  Major  Behm  had  received  dispatches  th6  day  of 
our  arrival  at  Bolcheretsk,  containing  mtelligence  that  a 
tribe,  or  party  of  the  Tschutski,  had  arrived  at  that  place 
with  propositions  of  friendship,  and  a  voluntary  offer  of 
tribute;  that  on  enquiring  into^the  cause  of  this  unexpect- 


ed alteration  in  their  sentiments,  they  had  informed  his 
people,  that  toward  the  latter  end  of  the  last  summer  they 
bad  been  visited  by  two  very  large  Ru  >sian  boats;  that 


they  had  been  treated  by  the  people  who  were  in  them 
with  the  greatest  kindness,  and  had  entered  into  a  league 
of  friendship  and  amity  with  them }  and  that  relying  oa 
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ibis  friendly  disposition,  they  were  now  come  to  the  Rus- 
sian tort  in  order  to  settle  a  treaty  on  such  terms  as  might 
be  acceptable  lo  both  nations.    This  extraordinarv  history 
had  occasioned  much  speculation,  both  at  In^ffinsk  and 
•Bok'heretsk ;  and^  had  we  not  furnished  them  witn  »  key  to 
•it,  must  have  remained  perfectly  unintelligible.  We  felt  »• 
•mall  sattsfaotioa  in  having,  thoogh  accidentally^  ibewii 
the  Russians,  in  this  instance,  the  only  true  way  of  colleetr 
ing  tribute, J aad  extending  their  dominions;  and  in  the 
hopes  that  the  good  understunding  which  this  eveht  hath 
given  rise  to»  may^  rescue  a  brave  people  from  the  future 'in- 
vasions of  such  powerful  neighbours. 
,^   We  dined  this  day  with  Captain  Shmaleff,  and*  in  the 
afternoon^  in  Qrde(r,to  vary  our  amusements,  he  treated  as 
with  an>  exhibition  of  the  Russian  and  Kamtschadale  dan- 
cingt.  .  No  description! can  convey  an  adequate  idea  of' this 
rude  and  uncoutli  entertainment.    The  figure  of  the  Rus^ 
mam  dance,  wasmiidi  like  those  of.  our  hornpipes,  and  was 
danced  either  single^.or  by  two  or  four  persons  at  a  timcb 
Their  steps  were,  short  and  quick,  witn  the  feet  scarce 
taised  from  the  ground  ;  the  armMiwere  fixed  close  to  the 
jides,  the  body  being  nil  the  while  kept  upright  and  im« 
roovabte,  excepting  when  the  parties  passed  each  other,  at 
which  time  the  hand  was  raised  with  a  quick  and  awkward 
motion.    But  if  the  Huisian  dance  was,  at  the  satne  time, 
both  unmeaning  hnd  ridiculous,  the  Kamtschadale  joined 
.to  the  latter  quality  the  most  whimsical  idea  that  ever  en- 
tered into  any  people's  heads.    It  is  intended  to  represent 
^he  awkward  and  clumsy  gestures  6f  the  bear,  which  these 
people  have  firequent  opportunities  of  observing  in  a  great 
variety  of  situations.    It  will  scarcely  be  expected  that  I 
•hould  give  a  minute  description  of  all  the  stranse  postures 
which  were  exhibited  on  these  occasions;  and  I  snail  there- 
fore only  mention,  that,  the  body  was  always  bowed,  and 
the  knees  bent,  whilst  the  arms  were  used  in  imitating  the 
tricks  and  attitudes  pf.that  animal. 

V  As  our  journey  to  Bolcheretsk  had  taken  up  more  time 
than  we  expected,  and  we  were  told  that  our  return  might 
prove  still  more  difficult  and  tedious,  we  were  under  the 
necessity  of  acquainting  the  commander  this  evening  with 
our  intention  of  setting  out  the  next  day.  It  was  not  with- 
out the  utmost  regret  we  thought  of  leaving  our  new  ac- 
quaintance, and  were  therefore  most  agreeably  surprised 
—  when 
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whM  th«  a»QOf  lold  at,  that  if  w«  could  ■lay  oa«  daf 
loDMr«  b«  would  avcompvij  ut.  H«  had,  ho  Mud,  niMW 
op  oit  diapotebM,  and  reiigncd  the  oodioiaad  of  Kam^ 
■ehaiko  to  hia  ■noccMor  Captain  Shaoaltff,  and  had  praparoi 
vnrj  thing  for  his  dapartara  to  Oliotili.  which  was  to  toko 
okMSo  in  a  faw  daj^s  \  bat  that  he  should  hm\  gieat  pleatufo 
m  putting  off  his  jouraer  a  little  longer,  and  ratnrMaa  with 
«•  to  Saint  Peter  and  Panrs,  that  he  anight  himself  be  a 
witness  of  CTcry  thing  being  done  for  us  tnal  it  waa  in  their 
power  to  do. 

In  return  for  the  few  trifles  I  had  given  to  tha  children  of 
Migor  Behm,  I  was  next  momina,  the  litb,  preaented  by 
hli  littla  boy  with  a  most  magnificent  Kaintldiadale  dress, 
whioh  shall  be  described  in  its  proper  place*  It  was  of  tha 
hind  worn  by  the  principal  TWons  of  tne  country  on  ooea^ 
aioos  of  great  ceremony ;  and,  as  I  was  aAerward  told  by 
Fcdosilscn,  oould  not  have  been  purchased  for  one  hundiod 
•od  twenty  roubles*  At  the  same  time  I  had  a  present  from 
his  daughter  of  a  handsome  sable  muff. 

We  afterward  dined  With  the  commander,  who,  in  ordiir 
to  let  us  see  as  much  of  the  manners  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
of  the  cuatoros  of  the  country,  as  our  time  would  permit, 
invited  the  whole  of  the  better  sort  of  people  in  the  village 
to  his  house  this  evening.  All  the  women  appeared  very 
■plendidly  dressed  after  the  Kamtschadale  fasnion.  The 
trives  of  Captain  Shmaleff  and  the  other  officers  of  the  taiw 
rison,  were  preltilv  dressed,  half  in  *hr  Siberian  and  half  in 
the  European  mode ;  and  Madame  Behm,  in  order  to  make 
the  strongest  cmitnut,  had  unpacked  part  of  her  baagase, 
and  put  on  a  rich  European  dreu.  I  was  mnoh  struca  with 
the  richness  and  varietv  of  the  silks  which  the  women  wore, 
and  the  singularity  of  their  habits.  The  whole  was  like 
some  enchanted  scene  in  the  midst  of  the  wildest  and  most 
dreary  country  in  the  world.  Our  entertainment  again  oon^ 
sisted  of  dancing  and  singinff.  'Kf  f 

The  next  morning  being  fixed  for  our  departure,  we  rai* 
tired  early  to  our  iMgings,  where  the  first  things  we  saw 
were  three  travelling  dresses,  made  after  the  fashion  of  tha 
country,  which  the  major  had  provided  for  us,  who  came 
hioMelf  to  our  house  soon  after,  to  see  all  our  things  packed 
up  and  properly  taken  care  of.  Indeed,  what  with  his  li* 
beral  presents,  and  the  kindness  of  Captain  Shmaleff,  and 
knany  other  iiMiividuals,  who  all  begged  to  throw  in  then 
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mil«>  together  wilh  tht  ample  itook  of  prothiottt  1m  had 
•ent  us  for  our  jotirney,  we  bad  ttmamtd  no  inoontidcniblo 
IomI  of  baggAge. 

Early  ID  the  mortiitig,  every  thidff  being  ready  for  ocr 
departure,  we  were  invited  to  call  on  MatlaoM  Befan  in  ottr 
way  to  the  boats,  and  take  our  leave  of  her.  Imprewed,  oe 
our  minds  were,  with  sentiments  of  the  warmest  gnititiid«, 
by  the  attentive,  benevolent^  and  generous  treatment  wa 
had  met  with  at  Boloheretsk,  they  were  (greatly  heightened 
by  the  aifecting  scene  which  presented  itself  to  us  on  lea- 
ving our  lodgings.  All  the  soldiers  and  oossacks  belonging 
to  the  garrison  were  drawn  up  on  one  hand,  and  the  OMde 
inhabitants  of  the  town,  dressed  out  in  their  best  clothes, 
on  ilie  other ;  and,  as  soon  As  we  come  out  of  the  honsH,  tht 
whole  body  of  the  peopte  joined  in  4  melancholy  song, 
which  the  mi^or  told  us  it  was  usual  in  that  country  to  sing 
on  Viking  leave  of  their  frietids«  In  this  manner  we  march- 
ed down  to  the  commander's  house,  preceded  by  the  drums 
ind  music  of  the  garrison,  where  we  were  received  by  Ma- 
dame Behm,  attended  b^  the  ladies,  who  were  dressed  in 
long  silk  cloaks,  lined  with  very  valuable  furs  of  different 
ooloarsi  Which  made  a  most  magnificent  appearance.  After 
partaking  of  some  refreshment  that  was  prepared  for  us,  we 
went  down  to  the  water<>side,  accompanied  b^y  the  ladies, 
who  now  joined  the  song  with  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants ; 
alid,  ai  soon  as  we  had  taken  leave  of  Madame  Behm,  and 
auured  her  of  the  grateful  sense  we  should  ever  retain  of 
the  hospitality  of  Bolchcretsk,  we  found  ourselves  too  much 
affected  not  to  hasten  into  the  boats  with  all  the  expedition 
We  could.  When  we  put  off,  the  whole  company  gave  ut 
three  cheers,  which  we  returned  from  the  boat ;  and,  as  we 
wire  doubling  a  point,  where,  for  the  last  time,  we  saw  our 
friendly  entertainers,  they  took  their  farewell  in  another 
cheer. 

We  found  the  stream  on  our  return  so  exceedingly  rapid, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  cossacksand  Kamtschadalesnsed 
their  utmost  exertions,  we  did  not  reach  the  first  village, 
Opatchin,  till  the  evening  of  the  17th,  which  was  at  the 
rate  of  about  twenty  miles  a  day.  We  got  to  Natcheekin 
on  tlie  19th ;  and,  on  the  flOth,  we  crossed  the  plain  to  Ka- 
ratohin.  We  found  the  road  much  better  than  when  we  had 
passed  it  before,  there  having  been  a  smart  frost  on  the 
flight  of  the  10th.    On  the  flJst,  we  proceeded  down  the 
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Awatskii  river ;  and,  before  it  was  dark,  got  oyer'  the  shoals 
which  ]ie  at  the  entrance  of  the  bay.  During  the  whole 
course  of  our  journey  we  were  much  pleased  with  thef  great 
^ood-will  with  which  the  Toiotu  and  their  Kamtschadales 
afforded  us  their  assistance  at  the  different  ostrogs  through 
which  we  passed;  and  I  could  not  butobserye  the  pleasure 
that  appeared  in  their  countenances  on  seeing  the  major^ 
and  their  strong  expressiona  of  sorrow,  on  hearing  he  was 
so  soon-goin^  to  leave  thetn. 

We  had  dispatched  a  messenger  to  Captain  Gierke  from 
^  Bolcheretsk,  with  an  account  of  our  reeeptionj  and  of  the 
major's  intention  of  returning  with  us,  at  the  same  time 
apprising  him  of  the  day  he  might  probably  expect  to  see 
118.  We  were  therefore  very  well  pleased  to  observe,  as  we 
approached  the  harbour,  all  the  boats  of  the  two  ship'co- 
ming  towards  us,  the  men  clean,  and  the  officers  a»  well 
dressed  as  the  scarcity  of  our  clothing  would  permit.  The 
major  was  much  struck  at  the  robust  and  healthy  appear* 
ance  of  the  boats'  crews,  and  still  more  at  seeing  most  of 
them  without  any  other  covering  than  a  shirt  and  trowsen, 
although  at  the  very  moment  it  actually  snowed. 

As  Major  Behm  had  expressed  his  intentions  of  visiting 
the  ships  before  he  landed,  as  soon  as  we  arrived  off  the 
town,  I  desired  to  receive  his  commands ;  when  remarking* 
that  from  the  account  we  had  given  of  the  very  bad  state 
of  Captain  Gierke's  health,  it  might  be  imprudent  to  disturb 
him  at  so  late  an  hour,  (it  being  now  past  nine  o'clock,)  be 
thought  it,  he  saidj  most  advisable  to  remain  that  night  on 
shore.  Accordingly,  after  attending  him  to  the  serjeant'a 
house,  I  took  my  leave  for  the  present,  and  went  on  board 
to  acquaint  Captain  Gierke  with  my  proceedings  at  Bol« 
cheretsk.  It  was  with  the  utmost  concern  I  found,  that,  in 
the  fortnight  we  had  been  absent,  this  excellent  officer  was 
much  altered  for  the  worse,  instead  of  reaping  that  advan- 
tage we  flattered  ourselves  he  might  from  the  repose  of  the 
harbour,  and  the  milk  and  vegetable  diet  with  wnich  he  wa» 
supplied. 

As  soon  as  I  had  dispatched  this  bu9iness>  I  returned  to 
the  major,  and  ^he  aext  morning  conducted  him  to  the 
ships ;  where,  on  his  arrival,  he  was  saluted  with  thirteen 
guns,  and  received  with  every  other  mark  of  distinction  that 
it  was  in  our  power  to  pay  him.  He  was  attended  by  the 
commander  of  one  of  the  Russian  galliots,  the  master  of  a 
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■loop  that  lay  in  the  harbour,  two  merchants  from  Bolchc* 
retsk,  and  the  priest  of  the  neighbouring  village  of  Para-, 
tounca,  for  whom  he  appeared  to  entertain  the  highest 
respect,  and  whom  I  shall  hereafter  have  occasion  to  men- 
lion,  ou  account  of  his  great  kindness  to  Captain  Gierke.! 
<>  After  visiting  the  captain,  and  taking  a  view  of  both  the 
flhips,  he  returned  to  dinher  on  board  tne  Resolution ;  and, 
in  the  afternoon,  the  various  curiosities  we  had  collected  in 
the  course  of  our  voyage  were  shewn  him,  and  a  complete 
assortment  of  every  article  presented  to  him  by  Captain 
Clerke.  On  this  occasion  I  must  not  pass  over  an  instance 
of  great  generosity  and  gratitude  in  the  sailors  of  both 
ships ;  who,  when  they  were  told  of  the  handsome  present 
of  tobacco  that  was  made  them  by  the  major,  desired,  en- 
tirely of  their  own  accord,  that  their  grog  might  be  stopped, 
and  their  allowance  of  spirits  presented,  on  their  part,  to  the 
garrison  of  Bolcheretsk,  as  they  said  they  had  reason  to 
.conclude  that  brandy  was  scarce  in  the  country,  and  would 
be  very  acceptable  to  them,  since  the  soldiers  on  shore  had 
offered  four  roubles  a  bottle  for  it.  We,  who  kr..<v  how 
much  the  sailors  always  felt  whenever  their  allowance  of 
grog  was  stopped,  which  was  generally  done  in  warm  wea- 
ther, that  they  might  have  it  in  a  greater  proportion  in  cold, 
and  that  thisu)ifer  would  deprive  them  of  it  during  the  in- 
clement season  we  had  to  expect  in  our  next  expedition  to 
the  north,  could  not  but  admire  so  extraordinary  a  sacri- 
iice;  and,  that  they  might  not  suffer  by  it.  Captain  Clerke, 
and  the  rest  of  the  ofticers,  substituted  in  the  room  of  the 
very  small  quantity  the  major  could  be  prevailed  on  to  ac- 
cept, the  same  quantity  of  rum.  This,  with  a  dozen  or  two 
of  Cape  wine,  for  Madame  Behm,  and  such  other  little 
presents  as  were  in  our  power  to  bestow,  were  accepted  iii 
the  most  obliging  manner.  The  next  morning  the  tobacco 
was  divided  between  the  crews  of  the  two  shipi.\,  three 
pounds  being  allotted  to  every  man  that  chewed  or  smoked 
tobacco,  and  one  pound  to  those  that  did  not. 

1  have  before  mentioned  that  Major  Behm  had  resigned 
the  command  of  Kamtschatka,  and  intended  to  set  out  in 
a  short  time  for  Petersburg ;  and  he  now  offered  to  charge 
hiniself  with  any  dispatches  we  might  trust  to  his  care. 
This  was  an  opportunity  not  to  be  neglected,  and  accord- 
ingly Captain  Clerke  acquainted  him,  that  he  would  take 
the  liberty  of  sending  by  him  some  papers  relating  to  our 
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▼oyBgc^  to  be  delivered  to  oyr  ambassador  at  the  Rupsian 
«oinrt.  Our  first  intcntioBs  were  to  send  OQly  a  small  jontf 
nal  ^  onr  prooeediogs ;  but,  afterward.  Captain  Gierke  be^ 
inr  pciMwded  that  the  whole  account  of  oar  discoveries 
miant  safely  be  trusted  to  a  person  who  had  given  snob 
•trikiDg  proofs  both  of  his  poblic  ai|d  private  virtues ;  and 
fionsiderng  Uiat  we  had  a  very  haaardous  part  of  the  voy- 
age stiH  to  undertake,  determined  to  send  by  him  the  whole 
or  the  ioarnal  of  our  late  oommander,  with  that  part  of  his 
own  wnicfa  completed  the  period  uf  Captain  Cook's  death 
till  our  arrival  at  Kamtschatka,  together  with  a  chart  of  all 
onr  discoveries.  Mr  Bayly  and  myself  thought  it  also  pro- 
per to  send  a  general  account  of  our  proceedings  to  the 
board  of  Longitude;  by  wbioh  precautions,  if  any  misfcHr- 
Jam^  had  afterward  befallen  us,  the  Admiralty  would  have 
been  in  possession  of  a  complete  history  of  the  principal 
facts  of  our  voyage.  It  was  also  determined  that  a  smaller 
f»aeket  should  be  sent  by  an  express  from  Okotak,  which, 
the  major  said,  if  he  was  fortunate  in  his  passage  to  that 
port,  would  reach  Petersburg  by  December,  and  that  he 
nirosclf  should  be  there  in  February  or  March.  fi:'i:&:m<»m 

During  the  three  following  days  the  major  was  entertain- 
ed Alternately  in  the  two  ships  in  the  best  manner  we  were 
•ble.  On  the  2dth  he  took  hip  leave,  and  was  saluted  with 
ihirteeo  guns }  and  the  sailors,  at  their  own  desire,  gave  him 
three  cheers.  The  next  morning,  Mr  Webber  and  myself 
Attended  hipi  a  few  miles  up  the  Awatska  river,  where  we 
net  the  Russian  priest,  his  wife  and  children,  who  were 
waiting  to  take  the  last  farewell  of  their  commander. 

It  was  hard  to  say,  whether  the  good  priest  and  his  fa- 
mily, or  ourselves,  were  most  affectod  on  taking  leave  of 
Major  Bthm.  Short  as  our  acquaintance  had  been,  his 
•noble  and  disinterested  conduct  had  inspired  us  with  the 
highest  respect  and  esteem  for  him ;  and  we  could  not  part 
with  a  person  to  whom  we  were  under  such  obligations,  and 
whom  we  had  little  prospect  of  ever  seeing  again,  without 
feeling  the  most  tender  concern.  The  intrinsic  value  of  the 
private  presents  we  r^eived  from  him,  exclusive  of  the 
stores  wnich  might  be  carried  to  a  public  account,  must 
have  amounted,  according  to  the  current  price  of  articles  in 
thfit  country,  to  up««ard  of  two  hundred  popnds.  But  this 
generosity,  extraordinary  as  it  must  appear  in  itself^  was  ex- 
fitaeded  by  the  delipapy  with  which  al]  nis  favoura  were  con- 
ty'n^fVi  ferred. 
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he  endeavoured  to 
'gationiy  which  he 
knew  we  had  no  means  of  requiting.    If  we  ffo  a  step  fur- 
ther, and  consider  him  as  supporting  a  public  character, 
and  raaiataining  the  honour  of  a  great  soverei^p,  we  shaU 
find  a  still  higher  subject  of  admiration,  in  the  j|ust  aod  en- 
larged sentiments  by  which  he  was  actuated.    "  The  ser- 
vice in  which  you  are  employed/'  he  would  often  say,  *f  is 
for  the  ^neral  advantage  of  mankind,  and  therefore  gives 
you  a  right,  not  merely  to  the  offices  of  humanity,  but  to 
the  privileges  of  citizens,  in  whatever  country  you  may  be 
thrown,    fam  sure  1  am  acting  agreeably  to  the  wishes  of 
my  mistress,  in  affording  you  all  the  relief  in  our  pow^r; 
and  I  cannot  forget  either  her  character,  or  my  own  ho- 
nour, so  much,  as  to  barter  for  the  performance  of  mjf 
duty.**    At  oUier  limes  he  would  tell  us,  that  he  was  parti* 
cularly  desirous  of  setting  a  good  example  to  the  Kamtsoba- 
dales,  who,  he  said,  were- but  just  emerging  from  a  state  of 
barbarism ;  that  they  looked  up  to  the  Russians  as  their 
|»attems  in  every  thing;  and  that  he  had  hopes  they  might 
m  future  look  upon  it  as  a  duty  incumbent  upon  them  to 
assist  strangers  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  and  believe 
that  such  wa*  the  universal  practice  of  civilized  nationi.  To 
all  this  must  be  added,  that  after  having  relieved,  lo  tb^ 
utmost  of  his  abilities,  all  our  present  distreues,  he  shewed 
himself  not  much  less  mindful  of  our  future  wants ;  and  m 
he  supposed  it  more  than  probable  we  should  not  diicof  nr 
the  passage  we  were  in  search  of,  and  therefore  should  m- 
tura  to  Kamtschatka  in  the  fall  of  the  year,  he  made  Ci^ 
tain  Gierke  give  him  a  list  of  what  cordage  and  floor  we 
should  want,  and  promised  they  should  be  sent  from  OkoUk$ 
and  wait  our  arrival.    For  the  same  purpose,  he  gave  C^ 
tain  Gierke  a  paper,  enjoining  all  the  subjects  of  the  em- 
pressj  whom  we  might  happen  to  me^t,  to  give  us  eveiy  At- 
tistanoe  in  their  power.* 
"'■—-■-■"-V  -■-:•■-  -     ■  •  —  '.--"-  --■•-       SscTioir 


^  *  Tbe  reader  need  scsreely  be  remindsd,  Uiat  niention  is  sHida  ia  tbe 
intraductioii  to  diis  voyage,  of  an  honourabk  testiawQy  of  Brittfh  gnti* 
tvde  for  th^  sK^raordinary  services  of  this  jseoerows  nan.  Of  ||js  mto^ 
queat  history,  we  rqpret  to  say*  ws  are  eotiraly  i||ooniiit<—E.  '" 
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Con^'uMaWoN  o/"  Trantaetiom  in  the  Harbour  of  St  Peter  tmi 
St  Pavl.-^Abundamc  ofFith. — Death  of  a  Seaman  belong-' 
«?  Ipig  to  the  Re$olution.-^The  Ruiuan  Mortal  put  under  the 
w  Care  of'  the  Ship't  Surgeont.-^Supplif  of  Flour  and  Cattle, 
%f.  .-.Ctkhration  of  the  King's  Birth-4ay. — Difficulties  in 
*»■  SaHingout  of' the  Bay, — Eruption  of' a  Volcano. — Stetr  to 
W'the  I^orthward.—'Cheepoonskoi  Noss. — Errors  of  the  Rut' 
*'  nan  Charts. — Kamptschatskoi  Noss. — Island  of  St  Lau- 
?»  re»ce.-^  View,  from  the  same  Point,  of  the  Coasts  of  Jsia 
•H  and  jimericui  and  the  Islands  of  St  Diomede.^  Various  At- 
\  tempts  to  get  to  the  North,  between  the  two  Continenta, — 
•HI  Obstructed  by  Impenetrable  Jce.-~S€a-horsei  and  White 
*«:  Bear*  kilied. — Captain  Clerke's  Determination  and  future  ' 
toDesigm,    -•■...  -^  ».-■-;• 

^<  Having  concluded  the  last  section  with  an  account  of 
our  return  from  Bolchcretsk,  accompanied  by  Major  Behm, 
the  commander  of  Kamtschatica,  and  of  his  departure,  I 
ghall  proceed  to  relate  the  transactions  that  passed  in  the 
harbour  of  St  Peter  and  St  Paul  during  our  absence.  Oa 
the  7th  of  May,  soon  after  we  had  left  the  bay,  a  large 
piece  of  ice  drove  across  the  cut-water  of  the  Resolution, 
and  brought  home  the  small  bower-anchor.  This  obliged 
them  to  weigh  the  other  anchor,  and  moor  again.  The 
carpenters  who  were  employed  in  stopping  the  leak,  were 
obliged  to  take  off  a  great  part  of  the  sheatliingifrom  the 
bows,  and  found  many  of  the  trunnels  so  very  loose  and 
rotten,  as  to  be  easily  drawn  out  with  the  fingers. 

On  the  11  th,  they  had  heavy  gales  from  the  N.E.,  which 
obliged  both  the  ships  to  strike  yards  and  topmasts;  but  in 
the  afternoon  the  weather  being  more  moderate,  and  the 
ic6  having  drifted  away  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  harbour 
of  St  Peter  and  St  Paul,  they  warped  close  to  the  shore  for 
the  greater  convenience  of  watering  and  wooding,  and 
again  moored  as  before ;  the  town  bearing  N.  i  W.,  half  a 
mile  distant,  and  the  mouth  of  the  bay  shut  in  by  the 
southernmost  point  of  Rakowina  harbour,  S. 

The  next  day  a  party  was  sent  on  shore  to  cut  wood,  but 
made  little  progress  on  account  of  the  snow,  which  still  co 
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vend  the  ground.  A  convenient  spot  was  cleared'  away 
abreast  of  the  ships,  where  there  was  a  fine  run  of  water ; 
and  a  tent  being  erected  for  the  cooper,  the  empty  casks 
were  landed,  and  the  sail-makers  sent  on  shore.  ' ' ""  '^^-J 
-  On  the  Idth,  the  beach  being  clear  of  icej  the  people 
were  sent  to  haul  the  seine,  and  caught  an  abundant  supply 
of  fine  flat  fish  for  both  the  ships'  companies.  Indeed  rrom 
this  time,  during  the  whole  of  our  stay  in  the  harbour,  we 
were  absolutely  overpowered  with  the  quantities  of  fish 
which  came  in  from  every  quarter.  The  Toiom,  both  of  this 
town,  and  of  Paratounca,  a  village  in  the  neighbourhood, 
bad  received  orders  from  Major  Behm  to  employ  all  the 
Kamtschadales  in  our  service ;  so  that  we  frequently  could 
not  take  into  the  ships  the  presents  that  were  sent  us.  They 
consisted  in  general  of  fish,  cod,  trout,  and  herring.  These 
last,  which  were  in  their  full  perfection,  and  of  a  delicious 
flavour,  were  exceedinglv  abundant  in  this  bay.  The  Disco- 
very's people  surrounded  at  one  time  so  great  a  quantity  in 
their  seine>  that  they  were  obliged  to  throw  a  vast  number 
out,  lest  the  net  should  be  broken  to  pieces ;  and  the  cargo 
they  landed  was  afterward  so  plentiful,  that  besides  a  suffi- 
cient store  for  immediate  use,  they  filled  as  many  casks  as 
they  could  spare  for  salting ;  and  after  sending  to  the  Re- 
solution a  sufficient  quantity  for  the  same  purpose,  they  left 
several  bushels  behind  on  the  beach. 

The  snow  now  began  to  disappear  very  rapidly,  and 
abundance  of  wild  garlic,  celery,  and  nettle-tops,  were  ga- 
thered for  the  use  of  the  crews ;  which  being  boiled  with 
wheat  and  portable  soup,  made  them  a  wholesome  and 
comfortable  breakfast;  and  with  this  they  were  supplied 
every  morning.  The  birch-trees  were  also  tapped,  and  the 
sweet  juice»  which  they  yielded  in  great  quantities,  was 
constantly  mixed  with  the  men's  allowance  of  brandy. 

The  next  day  a  small  bullock,  which  had  been  procured 
for  the  ship's  company  by  the  serjeant,  was  killed ;  and 
weighed  two  hundred  and  sevent^'-two  pounds.  It  was 
served  out  to  both  crews  for  their  Sunday's  dinner,  being 
the  first  piece  of  fresh  beef  they  had  tasted  since  our  depar- 
ture from  the  Cape  of  Good  liope,  in  December  177^,  a 
period  of  near  two  years  and  a  half. 

This  evening  died  John  Macintosh,  the  carpenter's  mate, 
after  having  laboured  under  a  dysentery  ever  since  our  de- 
parture from  the  Sandwich  islands ;  he  was  a  very  hard- 
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working  ^iet  man,  and  much  regretted  by  hit  nMMiii«t«i' 
He  WM  Mm  fourth  perton  we  lott  hy  lickneM  daring  tb« 
voyage  (  but  the  fint  who  oould  be  said,  from  \m  age  and 
the  conttitutional  habits  of  hii  body,  to  U»vc  had  nn  mu 
•ettiog  out  an  equal  chance  with  the  rett  of  hit  coniradtt ; 
Watman,  we  tuppoicd  to  be  about  tixty  years  of  age,  and 
Roberts  and  Mr  Anderson,  from  the  decay  which  bad  evi>* 
denlly  commenced  before  we  left  England,  conhi  not,  in  ail 
prol)ability,  under  anv  circumstances,  have  lived  a  greater 
MRgth  of  time  Uian  they  did. 

I  have  already  mentioned,  that  Captain  Gierke's  iiealtli 
eontinurd  daily  to  decline,  notwithstanding  the  salutary 
change  of  diet  which  the  country  of  Kamtsonatka  afforded 
him*  The  priest  of  Paratounca,  as  soon  as  he  heard  of  the 
infirm  stote  he  was  in,  supplied  him  every  day  with  bread, 
milk,  frasb  butter,  and  fowls,  though  his  nouse  was  bixtean 
miles  from  the  harbour  where  we  lav. 

On  our  lint  arrival*  we  found  the  Russian  hospital^  which 
is  near  the  town  of  St  Peter  and  St  Paul,  in  a  condition 
truly  deplorable*  All  the  soldiers  were,  more  or  less,  affeotr 
ed  by  the  scurvy,  and  a  great  many  in  the  last  stage  of  that 
disorder.    The  rest  of  the  Russian  inhabitants  were  also  in 
the  sam»  condition ;  nod  we  particularly  remarked,  that  our 
friend  the  serjeant,  bv  making  too  free  with  tlie  spirits  we 
gave  him,  had  brought  on  himself,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days,  some  of  the  most  alarming  symptoms  of  that  malady. 
In  this  lamentable  state,  Captain  Ulerke  put  them  all  under 
the  care  of  our  surgeons,  and  ordered  a  supply  of  sour- 
krout,  and  molt,  for  wort,  to  be  furnished  for  their  use.  It 
was  astonisliing  to  observe  the  alteration  in  the  figures  of 
almost  every  person  we  met  on  our  return  from  Bolche-' 
retsk }  and  I  was  informed  by  our  surgeons,  that  they  at- 
tributed their  speedy  recovery  principally  to  the  effects  of 
the  aweetwort.* 
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'  KruMiMtem  substantially  admits  the  correctness  of  Captain  King's 
statement  respecting  the  Russian  hospital,  &c  by  sayins,  expressively 
enough,  things  are  nft  quite  so  bad  at  present  It  is  evident,  however, 
from  his  remarks,  that  tiie  change  to  the  better  is  almost  to  the  fiill 
•mount  of  being  imperceptible,  notwithstanding  the  zeal  of  some  indivi- 
duals whose  exertions  be  is  anxious  to  euiogiie,  and  his  own  disposition 
to  believe  that  their  well>meant  exertions  iuve  not  been  entirely  rruitless. 
The  ciange,  it  «-ould  seem,  consists  in  the  greater  quantities  onnedicine 
sent  to  Kamtschatko,  and  not  in  the  greater  practicability  of  judiciously 
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On  the  litof  Jun*  <^e  got  on  board  two  hundred  and 
fifty  poodt,  or  nine  thousand  pound  weight  of  rye-floor» 
with  which  we  were  luppUed  from  the  stores  of  St  Peter 
and  St  Paul ;  and  the  Discovery  had  a  proportional  quan-* 
tity.  The  men  were  immediately  put  on  full  allowance  of 
bread,  which  they  had  not  been  indulged  in  since  our  lea- 
ving the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The  same  day  our  watering 
was  completed,  havina  Mt  on  board  sixty-five  tons. 

On  the  4th  we  had  ^esh  breeaes  and  hard  rain,  which 
disappointed  us  in  onr  design  of  dressing  the  ships,  and 
obliged  tti  to  content  ourselves  with  firing  twenty-one  gum 
in  honour  of  the  day,  and  celebrating  it  in  other  respects 
in  the  best  manner  we  were  able.  Port,  who  was  left  with 
us  on  account  of  his  skill  in  languages,  behaved  himself 
with  so  much  modesty  and  discretion,  that  as  soon  as  hia 
master  was  gone,  he  was  no  longer  Jean  t*ort,  but  Monsieur 
Port,  the  interpreter ;  and  partook,  as  well  as  the  serjeant 
(in  his  capacity  of  commander  of  the  place),  of  the  enter** 
taioment  of  the  day.  Our  worthy  friend,  the  priest  of  Pa* 
ratounca,  having  got  intelligence  of  its  being  our  king's 
birth-day,  gave  also  a  sumptuous  feast ;  at  which  some  of 
our  gentlemen  were  present,  who  seemed  highly  delighted 
with  their  entertainment,  which  consisted  of  abundance  of 
good  eating  and  drinking,  together  with  dancing. 

On  the  6th,  twenty  head  of  cattle  were  sent  us  by  the 
commander's  orders^  from  the  Verohnei  o^rog,  which  is  si* 
is-Hwmvtiik^.'i'**  ;i-iii-..ys-t«t.;.:^a ,]^}»!r4*'>»-  tuated 

.....  .•     -.1  -. 

*|iptyfhg  tlidm.  "this,  most' persons  of  discernment  wilt  shrewdly  suspect, 
is  several  decrees  worse  tlian  problematically  a  ctiange  to  ttw  better.  At 
least  one  could  scarcely  help  desiring  rather  to  accept  pteceably  tb«  war- 
rant of  a  natural  death,  than  to  risk  the  enhancement  of  a  conflict  on  the 
doubtful  aid  of  a  bungling  doctor,  whose  chief  recommendation,  perhaps, 
if  he  would  but  allow  himself  to  be  favoured  by  it,  consisted  in  his  avowed 
ignorance  securing  his  neutrality.  In  such  a  case,  indeed,  and  it  teems  oh 
the  whole  to  be  almost  the  very  one  which  K.  describes,  it  is  obvious 
enough  that  the  medicines  can  at  least  do  no  more  harm  than  th«  bottles 
and  boxes  that  contain  them ;  but  then  one  cannot  easily  perceive  wherein 
consists  the  merit  or  utility  of  having  provided  them,  unless,  as  in  the  in- 
stance of  fire>arms  hung  over  the  chnnney  never  to  be  loaded  or  fired,  or 
in  that  of  idols  of  wood  and  stone  which  adorn  the  temples  of  psgaAs,  but 
which  can  neither  receive  nor  bestow  favours,  we  shall  snppoBe  that  the 
imaffination  of  some  potential  advantages  is  quite  equivalent  to  the  reality 
of  their  operation.  Krusenstern  has  some  sensible  remarks  on  the  proper 
method  of-supplying  Kamtschatka  with  wellniualified  physfcians,  but  they 
are  of  course  ibre^  to  this  place,  atid  cannot,  therefore,  properly  be  inue* 
duced.'— £ 
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toated  dn  th«  river  Kamtschalka,  at  the  distance  of  near  a 
hundred  miles  from  this  place,  in  a  direct  line.  They  were 
of  a  moderate  sice ;  ana,  notwithstanding  the  Kamtscha- 
dales  had  been  seventeen  days  in  driving  them  down  to  the 
narbour,  arrived  in  good  condition.  The  four  following 
days  were  employed  in  making  ready  for  sea ;  and  on  the 
1 1th,  at  two  in  the  morning,  we  began  to  unmoor ;  bat  be- 
fore we  had  got  one  anchor  up,  it  blew  so  strong  a  gale 
from  the  M.E.,  that  we  kept  fast,  and  moored  agam ;  con- 
jecturing, from  tlie  position  of  the  entrance  of  the  bay,  that 
the  current  of  wind  would  set  up  the  channel.  According- 
ly, the  pinnace  bemg  sent  out  to  examine  the  passage,  re- 
turned with  an  account,  that  the  wind  blew  strong  from  the 
S.E.,  with  a  great  swell  setting  into  the  bay,  which  would 
have  made  any  attempt  to  get  to  sea  very  hazardous. 

Our  friend  Port  bow  took  his  leave  of  us,  and  carried 
with  him  the  box  with  our  journals,  which  was  to  go  by  the 
major,  and  the  packet  that  was  to  be  sent  express.  On  the 
18th,  the  weather  being  more  moderate,  we  began  to  un- 
moor again ;  but,  after  breaking  the  messenger,  and  ree- 
ving a  running  purchase  with  a  six-inch  hawser,  which  alsq 
broke  three  times,  we  were  obliged  at  last  to  heave  a  strain 
at  low  water,  and  wait  for  the  flowing  of  the  tide  to  raise 
the  anchor.  This  project  succeeded ;  but  not  without  da- 
maging tlie  cable  in  the  wake  of  the  hawse.  At  three  we 
weighed  the  best  bower,  and  set  sail ;  and  at  eight  having 
little  wind,  and  the  tide  making  against  us,  we  dropped 
anchor  again  in  ten  fathoms,  off  the  mouth  of  Rakowina 
harbour;  the  o^ro(f  bearing  N.  by  £.  i  C,  two  mileaand 
a  half  distant;  the  Needle  Kocks  on  the  east  side  of  the 
passage,  S.S.E.  i  E. ;  and  the  high  rock,  on  the  west  side 
of  the  passage,  S. 

On  the  ISth,  at  four  in  the  morning,  we  got  und(>r  way 
yiiih  the  ebb  tide ;  und  there  being  a  dead  calm,  the  boats 
were  sent  ahead  to  tow  the  ships.  At  ten  the  wind  spring- 
ing up  from  the  S.£.  by  S.,  and  the  tide  having  turned,  we 
were  again  obliged  to  drop  anchor  in  seven  fathoms ;  the 
Three  Needle  Rocks  bearing  S.  I E. ;  and  the  ottrog  N.  i  £., 
at  the  distance  of  one  mile  from  the  nearest  land.  After 
dinner  1  went  with  Captain  Gore  on  shore  on  the  east  side 
of  the  passage,  where  we  saw,  in  two  different  places,  the 
remains  of  extensive  villages ;  and  on  the  side  of  the  hill 
an  old  ruined  parapet,  with  four  or  five  embrasures.    It 
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commanded  the  passage  op  the  mouth  of  the  bay ;  and  in 
Beering's  time,  as  he  himself  mentions,  had  guns  mounted 
on  it.    Near  this  place  were  the  ruins  of  some  caverns  un- 
der ground,  which  we  supposed  to  have  been  magazines. 
*     At  six  in  the  afternoon  we  weighed  with  the  ebb  tide, 
''and  turned  to  windward  ;  but  at  eight  a  thick  fog  arisinji, 
we  were  obliged  to  bring-to,  as  our  soundings  could  not  af- 
ford us  a  sufficient  dilrection  for  steering  between  several 
sunk  rocks,  which  lie  on  each  side  of  the  passage  we  had  to 
make.   In  the  morning  of  the  14th,  the  fog  clearing  away, 
we  weighed  as  soon  as  the  tide  began  tu  ebb,  and  having 
little  wmd,  sent  the  boats  ahead  to  tow ;  but  at  ten  o'clock, 
both  the  wind  and  tide  set  in  so  strong  from  the  sea,  thai 
we  were  again  obliged  to  drop  anchor  in  thirteen  fathoms, 
the  high  rock  bearing  W.  4  S.,  distant  three  quarters  of  a 
mile.    We  remained  fast  fur  the  rest  of  the  day,  the  wind 
blowing  fresh  into  the  mouth  of  the  bay ;  and  toward  even* 
ing,  the  weather  had  a  very  unusual  appearance,  being  ex^ 
ceedingly  dark  and  cloudy,  with  an  unsettled  shifting  wind* 
:    Before  day-light,  on  the  15th,  we  were  surprised  with  a 
rumbling  noise,  resembling  distant  hollow  thunder;  and 
when  the  day  broke,  we  found  the  decks  and  sides  of  the 
ships  covered  with  a  fine  dust  like  emery,  near  an  inch 
thick.    The  air  at  the  same  time  continued  loaded  and 
darkened  with  this  substance,  and  toward  (he  volcano  moun 
tain,  situated  to  the  north  of  the  harbour,  it  was  so  thick 
and  black,  that  we  could  not  distinguish  the  body  of  the 
hill.    About  twelve  o'clock,  and  durm^  the  afternoon,  the 
explosions  became  louder,  and  were  followed  by  showers 
of  cinders,  which  were  in  general  about  the  size  of  peas ; 
though  many  were  picked  up  from  the  deck  larger  than  a 
hazel-nut.  Along  with  the  cmders  fell  several  small  stones, 
which  had  undergone  no  change  from  the  action  of  fire* 
In  the  evening  we  had  dreadful  thunder  and  lightning, 
which,  with  the  darkness  of  the  atmosphere,  and  the  sul- 
phureous smell  of  the  air,  produced  altogether  a  most  aw- 
ful and  terrifying  eflTect.  We  were  at  this  time  about  eight 
^leagues  from  the  foot  of  the  mountain. 
V    On  the  Ifith,  at  day-light,  we  again  weighed  anchor,  and 
stood  out  of  the  bay ;  but  the  ebb  tide  setting  across  the 
passage  upon  the  eastern  shore,  and  the  wind  falling,  we 
were  driven  very  near  the  Three  Nedle  Rocks,  which  lie 
^n  that  side  of  the  entrance,  and  obliged  to  hoist  ou^  Lh» 
..::^i  .  .  .  boats,' 
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bo«U,  in  order  to  tow  the  ihipi  clear  of  them.  At  noon  we 
were  two  leagues  from  the  land,  and  had  soundings  with 
forty-three  fatliomt  of  line,  over  n  bottom  of  small  stones, 
of  the  same  kind  with  those  which  fell  on  our  decks  after 
the  eruption  of  the  voicano ;  but  whether  they  had  been 
lef\  there  by  the  last,  or  by  some  former  eruptions,  we  were 
not  able  to  determine. 

The  aspect  of  the  country  was  now  very  diflTerent  from 
what  it  had  been  on  our  first  arrival.  The  snow,  excepting 
what  remained  on  the  tops  of  some  very  high  mountainiH 
had  disappeared  ;  and  the  sides  of  the  hills,  which  in  many 
parts  were  well  wooded,  were  covered  with  a  beautiful  ver- 
dure. 

As  it  was  Captain  Gierke's  intention  to  keep  as  much  in 
light  of  the  coast  of  Kamlschatka  as  the  weather  would 
.  permit,  in  order  to  determine  its  position,  we  continued 
fleering  to  the  N.N.E.,  with  light  and  variable  winds  till  the 
18th.  The  toicano  was  still  seen  throwing  up  immense  vo- 
lumes of  smoke,  and  we  had  no  soundings  with  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  fathoms,  at  the  distance  of  four  leagues  from 
the  shore* 

On  the  18th,  the  wind  freshening  from  the  south,  the 
weather  became  so  thick  and  hazy,  as  to  make  it  imprudent 
to  attempt  any  longer  to  keep  in  sight  of  the  land.  But 
■  that  we  might  be  ready  to  resume  our  survey,  whenever 
the  fogs  should  disperse,  we  ran  on  in  the  direction  of  the 
coast,  a*  laid  down  in  the  Russian  charts*  and  fired  signal 
guns  for  the  Discovery  to  steer  the  same  course.  At  eleven 
o'clock,  just  before  we  lost  sight  of  the  land,  Cheepoonskoi 
Noss,  so  called  by  the  Russians,  (a  description  of  which,  as 
well  as  the  coast  between  it  and  Awatska  Bay,  will  be  given 
hereafter),  bore  N.N.E.,  distant  seven  or  eight  leagues. 

On  the  20th,  at  three  in  the  morning,  the  weather  having 
cleared  up,  we  stood  in  toward  the  land ;  and  in  an  hour^ 
time  saw  it  ahead,  extending  from  N.W.  tu  N.N.E.,  distant 
about  five  leagues.  The  north  part  we  took  to  be  Kronot* 
■koi  Nobs  ;  its  position  in  the  Russian  charts  agreeing  near* 
]y  with  our  reckoning  as  to  its  latitude,  which  was  54^  42* ; 
but  in  longitude  we  difibred  from  them  considerably,  they 
placing  it  1*  48'  £.  of  Awatska ;  whereas  our  reckoning, 
corrected  by  the  time-keepers  and  lunar  observations,  makes 
it  3*  34'  eastward  of  that  place,  or  168*  17'  £.  from  Greeo- 
wich.  The  land  about  this  cape  is  very  high,  and  the  in- 
land 
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had  MOUiiUrtiM  w«re  »till  cdvered  with  tftcnr.  The  ihort 
bMakt  off  in  gteep  dliffii  mmI  the  cMst  ii  without  apfSMr* 
aao«  of  inlMa  or  Myi.  Wc  had  not  bcflo  long  gralifloci 
with  this  tight  of  the  Und,  when  the  wind  frethened  from 
the  S.W.,  and  hronfi;ht  on  a  thick  fog,  which  obliged  ut  to 
stand  off  to  the  N.E.  by  B.  The  weather  clearing  mf  agidii 
at  noon,  we  steered  toward  the  land,  eapecting  to  Aul  in 
with  Kamtachatskoi  Mow,  and  bad  sight  of  irt  at  day-break 
of  the  21st. 

The  sontherly  wind  was  soon  after  racceeded  by  a  light 
breeae  blowing  off  the  land,  which  prevented  our  approach* 
ine  the  coast  sufficiently  near  to  describe  its  aspect,  or  aseer* 
tain  with  accuracy  its  direction.  At  noon  our  latitude,  by 
observation,  was  5b*  S^,  and  longitude  (deduced  from  a 
eomparison  of  many  lunar  observations,  taken  near  this 
tine,  with  the  time-keepers),  l69*  M ;  the  extremities  of 
the  land  bearing  N.W.  bv  W.  i  W.,  and  N.  by  W.  I W^ 
the  nearest  part  about  eight  leagues  distant.  At  nine  o'ctock 
ih  the  evening,  having  approached  abont  two  lea§pies  nearer 
tie  coast,  we  found  it  formed  a  pvejeoting  peninsula,  ex- 
tending about  twelve  leaoues  in  a  direction  nearly  north 
and  south.  It  is  level,  and  of  a  moderate  height,  tqe  son* 
tkem  extremity  terminating  in  a  low  sloping  point ;  that 
to  the  north  forming  a  steep  l^luff  head ;  and  between  them» 
about  four  leagues  to  the  southward  of  the  northern  cape, 
there  is  a  considerable  break  in  the  land.  On  each  side  of 
this  break  the  land  is  quite  low }  beyond  the  opening  rises 
a. remarkable  saddle-like  hill;  and  a  chain  of  high  moun 
tains,  covered  with  snow,  ranges  along  the  back  of  the 
^hole  peninsula. 

As  the  coast  runs  in  an  eyen  direction,  we  were  at  a  great 
loss  where  to  place  Kamtschatskoi  Noss,  which,  according 
to  MuUer,  forms  a  projecting  point  about  the  middle  of  the 
peninsula,  and  which  certainly  does  not  exist ;  but  I  have 
shice  found,  that  in  the  general  map  published  by  the  Acar 
demy  of  Petersburgh  in  1776,  that  name  is  given  to  the 
southern  cape.  This  was  found,  by  several  accurate  oh 
servations,  to  be  in  latitude  56*  5',  longitude  l6d*>  £(/;  the 
difference,  in  longitude,  frotn  the  Russian  charts,  being  the 
same  as  at  Kronotskoi  Noss.  The  variation  of  the  compass 
at  this  time  was  10^  £.  To  the  southward  of  this  peninsula^ 
the  great  river  Kamtschatka  falls  into  the  sea* 
,'  As  the  season  was  too  far  advanced  to  admit  of  our  ma- 
king 
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kiDg  an  accurate  aurvay  of  the  coait  of  Kamtacbalka,  it 
waa  Captain  CJarka't  plan,  in  our  run  to  Becrinffa  Strait,  lo 
determine  principalljr  Uie  poaitiont  of  tlie  projecting  pointa 
of  Uie  coast.  We  therefore  directed  our  coune  acroM  an 
ezteniive  baj,  laid  down  between  Kamtacbatakoi  Noaa  and 
Olutonkoi  Noat,  intending  to  make  the  latter ;  which,  ao- 
cording  to  the  Rustian  geographers,  terminates  the  penin- 
aula  culed  Kamtschatka,  and  becomes  the  southern  boond* 
ary  of  the  Koriaki  country. 

On  the  nd  we  passed  a  dead  whale,  which  emitted  n 
horrid  stench,  perceivable  at  upward  of  a  league's  distance  i 
it  was  covered  with  a  great  number  of  sea-btrds,  that  were 
feastinff  on  it. 

On  tne  fl4th,  the  wind,  which  had  varied  round  the  com- 
pass the  three  preceding  days,  fixed  at  S.W.,  and  brought 
dear  weather,  with  which  we  continued  our  course  to  the 
N.B.  by  N.  across  the  bay,  without  anv  land  in  sight. 

This  day  we  saw  a  great  number  of  gulls,  and  were  wit- 
nesses to  the  disgusting  mode  of  feeding  of  the  arctic  ^uU, 
which  has  procured  it  the  name  of  the  paruite ;  and  which, 
if  the  reader  is  not  already  acquaintea  with  it,  he  will  find 
in  the  note  below.* 

On  the  85th,  at  one  o'clock  in  *.he  afternoon,  being  in 
latitude  59*  I9f,  longitude  168*  35^,  the  wind  freshening 
from  the  same  quarter,  a  thick  fog  succeeded ;  and  this  un- 
fortunately just  at  the  time  we  expected  to  see  Olutorskoi 
Noss,  which,  if  Muller  places  it  right  in  latitude  59*  8(/, 
and  in  longitude  167*  Sfi',  could  only  have  thv'n  been  twelve 
leagues  from  us ;  at  which  distence,  land  of  a  moderate 
height  might  easily  have  been  seen.  But  if  the  name  error 
in  longitude  prevails  here,  which  we  have  hitherto  invari- 
ably found,  it  would  have  been  much  nearer  us,  even  before 
the  fog  came  on  ;  and  as  we  saw  no  appearances  of  land  at 
that  time,  it  must  either  have  been  very  low,  or  there  must 
be  some  mistake  of  latitude  in  Muller's  account.  We  tried 
soundings,  but  had  no  ground  with  one  hundred  and  sixty 
fathoms  of  li>f. 

The  weather  still  thickening,  nnd  preventing  a  nearer 

approach 

*  This  bird,  which  is  Bomewhat  Isi^ger  than  the  coBimon  ^ull,  pursues 
the  latter  kind  whenever  it  meets  them;  the  gul),  after  flying  for  sonu 
time,  with  loud  screams,  and  evident  marks  of  great  terror,  drops  its 
dimg,  which  its  pursuer  immediately  darts  at,  and  catches  before  itfalTi 
iptotbesea. 
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•pproaoh  to  the  luid,  at  five  we  steered  E.  by  N.,  u^ich  i« 
•oinewhat  more  easterly  than  the  RuHian  chart*  lay  dowa 
the  trcndinK  of  the  ooait  from  Olutortkoi  Nou.  1 1  *  naxt 
day  we  hacTa  fresh  gale  from  the  S,V/.,  which  Inued  till 
tlie  37tb  at  noon^  when  the  fovs  clearing  eway,  wc  stood  to 
the  northward,  in  order  to  make  the  land.  The  lauiude  at 
noon,  by  observation,  was  59*  49^,  longitude  176"  43'.  Not- 
withstanding we  saw  shags  in  the  forenoon,  which  are  sup- 
posed never  to  go  far  from  land,  yet  there  was  no  appear- 
tmce  of  it  this  day ;  but  on  the  flSth,  at  six  in  the  morning, 
wo  got  sight  of  it  to  '.he  N.W.  The  coast  shews  itself  in 
hills  of  a  moderatff  'n  i^ll^ ;  but  inland,  others  are  seen  to 
rise  oonsiderabU.  ^  <  ->*d  observe  no  wood,  and  the 
snow  lying  v\,  "  th<;  a  in  oatches,  gave  the  whole  a  very 
barren  appcarr>  .c^-  ^t  nine  we  were  about  ten  miles  from 
the  shot  >  the  soul,  tern  extremity  bearing  W.  by  S.,  six 
leaguer  lii  '..nt,  beyond  which  the  coast  appeared  to  trend 
to  the  vtistward.  This  point  being  in  latitude  6l*  48', 
Hi'tigilude  174*,  48',  lies,  according  to  the  Russian  charts, 
near  the  mouth  of  the  river  Opuka.  At  the  same  time  the 
northern  extreme  bore  N.  bv  W. ;  between  which  and  a 
hill  bearing  N.  W.  by  W.  I  W.,  and  at  this  distance  ap- 
pearing to  us  like  an  island,  the  coast  seemed  to  bend  to 
the  wisstward,  and  form  a  deep  bay. 

About  eight  miles  from  land,  we  perceived  ourselves  in 
a  strong  rippling ;  and  being  apprehensive  of  foul  ground, 
we  bore  away  to  the  N.E.,  along  the  shore ;  notwithstand- 
ing, on  heaving  the  lead,  we  found^fegular  soundings  of 
twenty-four  fathoms,  over  a  gravelly  bottom ;  from  whence 
live  concluded,  that  this  appearance  was  occasioned  by  a 
tide,  at  that  time  running  to  the  southward.  At  noon,  the 
extremes  of  the  land  bearing  W.S.W.  \  W.,  and  N.N.E. 
I  £.,  distant  from  the  nearest  shore  four  leagues,  we  were 
abreast  of  the  low  land,  which  we  now  perceived  to  join  the 
two  points,  where  we  had  before  pxpected  to  iind  a  deep 
hay.  The  coast  bends  a  little  to  the  westward,  and  has  a 
small  inlet,  which  may  probably  be  the  mouth  of  some  tri- 
fling stream.  Our  latitude,  by  observation,  was  61*  5&, 
and  longitude  17 J*  13',  and  the  variation  of  the  compass 
17*30'*^^  . 

We  continued  during  the  afternoon  to  run  along  the 
shore,  at  the  distance  of  four  or  five  leagues,  with  a  mode- 
x^Ui  westerly  breeae,  carrying  re)j;ular  soundings  from  twen- 
.-w..,.,  ty-eight 
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ty-eight  to  thirty-six  fathooM.  The  coait'  pir«ieiited  the 
same  barren  oipect  at  to  the  loiithward ;  the  hillt  rising 
considerably  inland,  bnt  to  what  height,  the  clouds  on  their 
tops  put  it  out  of  onr  power  to  determine.  At  eight  in  the 
evening,  land  was  thought  to  have  been  seen  to  the  B.  b^ 
N.,  on  which,  we  steered  to  the  southward  ofE. ;  but  it 
turned  out  to  be  only  a  ibg-bank.  At  midnight,  the  ex- 
treme point  bearing  N.G.  f  E.,  we  supposed  it  to  be  Saint 
Tbadcus's  Noss ;  lo  the  southward  of  which  the  land  trends 
to  the  westward,  and  forms  a  deep  bight,  wherein,  accord- 
ing to  the  Russian  charts,  lies  the  rirer  Katirka. 

On  the  %9th,  the  weather  was  unsettled  and  variable, 
with  the  wind  from  the  N.E^  At  noon  of  the  30th,  our  la> 
titude,  by  observation,  was  6l*  48i',  and  longitude  180°  (/ ; 
at  which  time  Saint  Thadeus's  Moss  bore  N.N.W.,  twenty- 
three  leagues  distant,  and  beyond  it  we  observed  the  couM 
stretching  alino&t  directly  N.  The  most  easterly  point  of 
the  Nose  is  in  latitude  Gn!*  50f,  and  Icmgitude  179°  0',  being 
3i**  more  to  the  E.  than  what  the  Russians  make  it.  TM 
land  about  it  must  be  of  a  considerable  height,  from  its  be- 
ing seen  at  so  great  a  distance.  During  the  two  Inst  days, 
we  saw  numbers  of  whnles,  large  seals,  and  sea-horses  ;  also 
gulls,  sea-parrots,  and  albatrosses.  We  took  the-  advan- 
tage of  a  little  calm  weather  to  try  for  fish,  and  caught 
abundance  of  fine  cod.  The  depth  of  water  from  sixty-tive 
to  seventy-five  fathoms. 

On  the  1st  of  July  at  noon,  Mr  Bligh  having  moored  a 
small  keg  with  the  deep-sea  lead,  in  seventy-five  fathoms, 
found  the  ship  made  a  course  N.  by  £.,  half  a  mite  an  hour. 
This  he  attributed  to  the  effect  of  a  long  southerly  swell, 
and  not  to  that  of  any  current.  The  wind  freshening  frotui 
the  S.E.  toward  evening,  we  shaped  our  course  to  the  N.E. 
by  E.,  for  the  point  called  in  Bcering's  chart  Tschokotskoi 
mss,  which  we  had  observed  on  the  4th  of  September  last 
year,  at  the  same  time  that  we  saw,  to  the  S  E.,  the  island 
of  Saint  Laurence.  This  cape,  and  Saint  Thad^s's  Noss, 
form  the  N.E.  and  S.W.  extremities  of  the  large  and  deep 
gulph  of  Anadir,  into  the  bottom  of  which  the  river  of  that 
name  empties  itself,  dividing  as  it  passes  the  country  of  the 
Koriacs  from  that  of  the  Tschutski. 

On  the  3d  at  noon,  the  latitude,  by  observation,  was  6S* 
33',  and  the  longitude  186°  45' ;  half  an  hour  after  which 
we  got  sight  of  the  Tscbukotskoi  Noss,  bearing  N.  h  W., 
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thirteen  or  fourteen  leagues  distant ;  and  at  five  in  the  af- 
ternoon saw  the  island  of  Saint  Laurence,  bearing  £.  I  N.; 
and  another  island  n  little  to  the  eastward  of  it,  which  we 
supposed  to  be  between  Saint  Laurence  and  Anderson's 
Island,  about  six  leagues  E.S.E.  of  the  former.  As  we  had 
no  certain  accounts  of  this  island,  Captain  Gierke  was  de- 
sirous of  a  nearer  prospect,  and  immediately  hauled  the 
wind  toward  it ;  but  unfo  Innately  we  were  not  able  to  we»* 
ther  the  island  of  Saint  Laurence,  and  were  therefore  un- 
der the  necessity  of  bearing  up  again,  and  passing  them  all 
to  the  leeward; 

We  liad  a  better  opportunity  of  settling  the  longitude  of 
the  iiland  Saint  Laurence,  when  we  last  saw  it  than  now. 
But  seeing  it  at  that  lime  but  once,  and  to  the  southward, 
we  CO  lid  only  determine  its  latitude  so  far  as  we  could 
judge  )f  distances ;  whereas  now  the  noon  observations  en- 
abled us  to  ascertain  it  correctly,  which  is  63"  47'.  Its  lon- 
gitude was  found  to  be  188°  15'  as  before.  This  island,  if 
its  boundaries  were  at  this  time  within  our  view,  is  about 
three  leagues  in  circuit.  The  north  part  may  be  seen  at 
the  distance  of  ten  or  twelve  leagues ;  but  asr  it  falls  in  low 
land  to  the  south-east,  the  extent  of  which  we  could  not 
see,  some  of  ms  conjectured  that  it  might  probably  be  joined 
to  the  land  to  the  eastward  of  it ;  this,  however,  the  hazi- 
ness of  the  weather  prevented  our  ascertaining.  These 
islands,  as  well  as  the  land  about  the  Tschukotskoi  Noss, 
were  covered  with  snow,  and  presented  us  with  a  most 
dreary  picture.  At  midnight.  Saint  Laurence  bore  S.S.E., 
five  or  six  miles  distant ;  and  our  depth  of  water  wa« 
eighteen  fathoms.  We  were  accompanied  by  various  kinds 
of  sea-fowl,  and  saw  several  small  crested  hawks. 

The  weather  still  continuing  to  thicken,  we  lost  all  sight 
of  land  till  the  £th,  when  it  appeared  both  to  the  N.E.  aad 
N.W.  Our  latitude,  by  account,  was  at  this  time  66"  24', 
longitude  189°  14'.  As  the  islands  of  Saint  Diomede,  which 
lie  between  the  two  continents  in  BeerJug's  strait,  were  de- 
termined by  us  last  year  to  be  in  latitude  63°  48',  we  could 
not  reconcile  the  land  to  the  N.E.,  with  the  situation  of 
these  islands.  We  therefore  stood  toward  the  land  till 
three  in  the  afternoon,  when  wc  were  within  four  miles  of 
it,  and  finding  it  to  be  two  islands,  were  pretty  well  satis- 
fied of  their  being  the  same ;  but  the  weather  still  conti- 
nuing hazy,  to  make  sure  of  our  situation,  we  stood  over  lo 
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the  coast  of  Asia  till  seven  in  the  evening ;  at  which  time 
we  were  within  two  or  three  leagues  of  the  east  cape  of  that 
continent. 

^  This  cape  is  a  high  round  head  of  land,  extending  four 
or  five  milss  fTom  north  to  south,  forming  a  peninsula,  and 
connected  with  the*  continent  by  a  narrow  neck  of  low 
land.  Its  shore  is  bold,  and  off  its  north  part  are  three 
high,  detached,  spiral  rocks.  At  this  time  it  was  covered 
with  snow,  and  the  beach  surrounded  with  ice.  We  were 
now  convinced,  that  we  had  been  under  the  influence  of  a 
strong  current,  setting  to  the  north,  that  had  caused  an 
error  in  our  latitude  at  noon  of  twenty  miles.  In  passing 
this  strait  the  last  year,  we  had  experienced  the  same  ef- 
fect. 

Being  at  length  sure  of  our  position,  we  held  on  to  the 
N.  by  £  At  ten  at  night  the  weather  becoming  clear,  we 
had  an  opportunity  of  seeing,  at  the  same  moment,  the  re- 
markable peaked  hill,  near  Cape  Prince  of  Wales,  on  the 
coast  of  America,  and  the  east  cape  of  Asia,  with  the  two 
connecting  islands  of  Saint  Diomede  between  them.s 

At  noon  on  the  6th,  the  latitude,  by  account,  was  67*  N., 
and  the  longitude  IQl*  6'  E.  Having  already  passed  a  con- 
siderable number  of  large  masses  of  ice,  and  observed  that 
it  still  adhered  in  several  places  to  the  shore  on  the  conti- 
nent of  Asia,  we  were  not  much  surprised  to  fall  in,  at  three 
jn  the  afternoon,  with  an  extensive  body  of  it,  stretching 
away  to  the  westward.  This  sight  gave  great  discourage- 
ment to  our  hopes  of  advancing  much  farther  northward 
this  year,  than  we  had  done  the  preceding. 

Having  little  wind  in  the  afternoon,  we  hoisted  out  the 
boats  in  pursuit  of  the  sea>horses,  which  were  in  great  num- 
bers on  the  detached  pieces  of  ice ;  but  they  soon  returned 
without  success ;  these  animals  being  exceedingly  shy,  and 
before  they  could  come  within  gun-shot  always  making 
their  retreat  into  the  water. 

At  seven  in  the  evening  we  hoisted  in  the  boats,  and  the 
wind  freshening  from  the  southward,  we  stood  on  to  the 
!N.E.,  with  a  view  of  exploring  the  continent  of  America, 

between 

3  The  distance  betwixt  the  two  remarkable  points  now  specified,  it  will 
be  proper  for  the  reader  to  remember,  is  estimated  at  13  leagues,  or  about 
40  miles,  being  the  nearest  approach  of  the  two  cootinenM  of  Asia  and 
America  yet  ascertained, — ^£. 
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between  the  latitudes  of  68"  and  69*,  which,  owing  to  the 
foggy  weather  last  year,  we  had  not  been  able  to  examine. 
In  this  attempt  we  were  again  in  part  disappointed.  For  ott 
the  7  th,  at  six  in  the  morning,  we  were  stopped  by  a  large 
field  of  ice,  stretching  from  N.W.  to  S.E. ;  but  soon  af^er, 
the  horizon  becoming  clear,  we  had  sight  of  the  coast  of 
America,  at  about  ten  leagues  distance,  extending  from 
N.E.  by  £.  to  £.,  and  lying,  by  observation,  between  the 
68*  and  68°  SO'  of  latitude.  As  the  weather  was  clear,  and 
the  ice  not  high,  we  were  enabled  to  see  over  a  great  ex- 
tent of  it.  The  whole  presented  a  solid  and  compact  sur^ 
face,  not  in  the  smallest  degree  thawed  ;  and  appeared  to 
us  likewise  to  adhere  to  the  land. 

The  weather  soon  after  changing  to  hazy,  we  saw  no 
more  of  the  land  ;  and  there  not  remaining  a  possibility  of 
approaching  nearer  to  it,  we  stood  to  the  N.N.  W.,  keeping 
the  ice  close  on  board,  and  got  round  its  western  extremity 
by  noon,  when  we  found  it  trending  nearly  N.  Our  lati- 
tude at  this  time  was,  by  account,  68**  22',  and  longitude 
192**  34'.  We  continued  our  course  to  the  N.N.£.,  along 
the  edge  of  the  ice,  during  the  remaining  park  of  the  day, 
passing  through  many  loose  pieces  that  had  been  broken 
off  from  the  main  body,  and  against  which,  notwithstand- 
ing all  our  caution,  the  ships  were  driven  with  great  vio- 
lence. At  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  we  passed  some 
drift-wood ;  and  at  midnight  the  wind  shifted  to  the  N.W., 
the  thermometer  fell  from  38**  to  31',  and  we  had  continued 
showers  of  snow  and  sleet. 

On  the  8th  at  five  in  the  morning,  the  wind  coming  still 
more  to  the  northward,  we  could  no  longer  keep  on  the 
same  tack,  on  account  of  the  ice,  but  were  obliged  to  stand 
to  the  westward.  At  this  time  our  soundings  had  decreased 
to  nineteen  fathoms,  from  which,  on  comparing  it  with  our 
observations  on  the  depth  of  water  last  year,  we  concluded 
that  we  were  not  at  a  greater  distance  from  the  American 
shore  than  six  or  seven  leagues ;  but  our  view  was  confined 
within  a  much  shorter  compass,  by  a  violent  fait  of  snow. 
At  noon,  the  latitude,  by  account,  was  69*  21',  longitude 
192<*  4'i'.  At  two  in  the  afternoon  the  weather  cleared  up, 
and  we  found  ourselves  close  to  an  expanse  of  what  ap- 
peared from  the  deck  solid  ice ;  but,  from  the  mast-head, 
it  was  discovered  to  be  composed  of  huge  compact  bodies, 
ftlvse  and  united  toward  the  outer  edge,  but  in  the  interior 
■      1  /i  parts 
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p«rU  several  pieces  were  seen  floating  in  vacant  spaces  of 
the  water.  It  extended  (rota  N.E.  by  the  N.  t*  W.S.W. 
We  bore  away  by  the  6dgie  of  it  to  the  southward,  that  we 
might  get  into  clearer  water;  for  the  strong  northerly  winda 
had  drifted  down  sach  qoantities  of  loose  pieces,  that  we 
had  been  for  some  time  surrounded  by  them,  and  conld  not 
avoid  striking  against  several,  notwithstanding  we  reefed 
the  topsails,  and  stood  under  an  eas^  sail. 

On  the  9th  we  had  a  fresh  gale  from  the  N.N.W.,  with 
heavy  showers  of  snow  and  sleet.  The  thermometer  was 
in  thie  night  time  28**,  and  at  noon  30^  We  continued  to 
steer  W.S.W.,  as  before,  keeping  as  near  the  large  body  of 
ice  as  we  could,  and  had  the  misfortune  to  rub  off  some  of 
the  sheathing  from  the  bows  against  the  drift  pieces,  and 
to  damage  the  cutwater.  Indeed,  the  shocks  we  could  not 
avoid  receiving,  were  frequently  so  severe,  as  to  be  attend- 
ed with  considerable  danger.  At  noon,  the  latitude,  by 
account,  was  69"  l£^.and  longitude  188*  5'»  The  variation 
in  the  afternoon  was  found  to  be  £9**  SOf  £. 

As  we  had  now  sailed  near  forty  leagues  to  the  westward, 
along  the  edge  of  the  ice,  without  seeing  any  opening,  or 
a  clear  sea  to  the  northward  beyond  it,  and  had  therefore 
no  prospect  of  advancing  farther  N.  for  the  present.  Cap* 
tain  Gierke  resolved  to  bear  away  to  the  S.  by  E.  (the  only 
quarter  that  was  clear),  and  to  wait  till  the  season  was  more 
advanced,  before  he  made  any  farther  efforts  to  penetrate 
through  the  ice.  The  intermediate  time  he  proposed  to 
spend  in  examining  the  bay  of  Saint  Laurence,  and  the 
coast  to  the  southward  of  it ;  as  a  harbour  so  near,  in  case 
of  future  damage  from  the  ice,  would  be  very  desirable. 
We  also  wished  to  pay  another  visit  to  our  Tschutski 
friends;  and  particularly  since  the  accounts  we  had  heard 
of  them  from  the  commander  of  Kamtschatka. 

We  therefore  Mood  on  to  the  southward,  till  the  noon  of 
the  10th,  at  which  time  we  passed  great  quantities  of  drift- 
ice,  and  the  wind  fell  to  a  perfect  calm.  The  latitude,  by 
observation,  was  68**  1',  longitude  188**  3(y*  We  passed 
several  whales  in  the  forenoon,  and  in  the  afternoon  hoisted 
out  the  boats,  and  sent  them  in  pursuit  of  the  sea-horses, 
which  were  in  great  numbers  on  the  pieces  of  ice  that  sur- 
rounded us.  Our  people  were  more  successful  than  they 
had  been  before,  returning  with  three  large  ones  and  a 
young  one ;  besides  killing  and  wounding  several  others. 
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The  gentlemeii  who  went  on  this  party  were  witnesses  of 
several  remarkable  instances  of  parental  affection  in  those 
animals.  On  the  approach  of  our  boats  toward  the  ice, 
they  all  took  their  cubs  under  their  fins,  and  endeavoured 
to  escape  with  them  into  the  sea.  Several,  whose  young 
were  killed  or  wounded,  and  left  floating  on  the  surface, 
rose  again,  and  carried  them  down,  sometimes  just  as  oui 
people  were  going  to  take  them  up  into  the  boat;  and 
might  be  traced  bearing  them  to  a  great  distance  through 
the  water,  which  was  coloured  with  their  blood ;  we  after- 
ward observed  them  brin^ine  them  at  times  above  the  sur- 
&ce,  as  if  for  air,  and  again  diving  under  it  with  a  dreadful 
bellowing.  The  female,  in  particular,  whose  young  had 
been  destroyed,  and  taken  into  the  boat,  became  so  en- 
raged, that  she  attacked  the  cutter,  and  struck  her  two 
tusks  throuf^h  the  bottom  of  it. 

At  eight  in  the  evening,  a  breeze  sprung  np  to  the  east* 
ward,  with  which  we  still  continued  our  course  to  the  south- 
vard,  and  at  twelve  fell  in  with  numerous  large  bodies  of 
ice.  We  eadeavtxiired  to  push  through  them  with  an  easy 
Sail,  for  fear  of  damaging  ttie  ship ;  and  having  got  a  little 
£srther  to  the  southward,  nothing  was  to  be  seen  but  one 
compact  field:  of  ice,  stretching  to  the  S.W.,  S.B.,  and 
N-.E.,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach.  This  unexpected  and 
formidable  obstacle  put  an  end  to  Captain  Gierke's  plan  of 
visiting  the  Tschutski ;  for  no  space  remained  open,  but 
back  again  to  the  northward.  Accordingly,  at  three  in  the 
morning  of  the  11th,  we  tacked,  and  stood  to  that  quarter. 
At  noon,  the  latitude,  by  observation,  was  67*  48r,  and  lon- 
gitude 188*  47'. 

On  the  12th,  we  had  light  winds,  with  thick  hazy  wea- 
ther; and  on  tryinff  the  current,  we  found  it  set  to  the 
N.W.,  at  the  rate  of  half  a  knot  an  hour.  We  continued 
to  steer  northward,  with  a  moderate  southerly  breeze  and 
fair  weather  till  the  13th,  at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  when  we 
again  found  ourselves  close  in  with  a  solid  field  of  ice,  to 
wnich  we  could  see  no  limits  from  the  mast-head.  This  at 
once  dashed  all  our  hopes  of  penetrating  farther,  which  had 
been  considerably  raised,  by  having  now  advanced  near  ten 
leagues  through  a  space,  which  on  the  9th  we  had  fonnd 
occupied  by  impenetrable  ice.  Our  latitude  at  this  time 
was  60*  37' }  our  position  nearly  in  the  mid-channel  be- 

1  tween 


I? 


!' 


""  •*^%^U.-"-.'«H***w«"'*' 


r,  / 


i'\ 


112  M<)der»  Circumtutvigatiom.    part  III.  book  HI. 

tween  the  two  continents ;  and  the  field  of  ice  extending 
from  E.N.E.  to  W.S.W. 

A»  there  did  not  remain  the  smallest  prospect  of  getting 
farther  north  in  the  part  of  tl(f\  sea  where  we  now  were. 
Captain  Gierke  resolved  to  make  one  more  and  final  at- 
tempt on  the  American  coast,  for  Baffin's  Bay,  since  we 
had  been  able  to  advance  the  farthest  on  this  side  last  year. 
Accordingly  we  kept  working  the  remaining  part  of  the 
day  to  the  windward,  with  a  fresh  easterly  breeze.  We 
saw  several  fulmars  and  arctic  gulls,  and  passed  two  trees, 
both  appearing  to  have  lain  in  the  water  a  long  time.  The 
larger  was  about  ten  feet  in  length,  and  three  in  circum- 
ference, without  either  barJc  or  branches,  but  with  the  roots 
remaining  attached. 

On  thii  l4th,  we  stood  on  to  the  eastward,  with  thick 
and  foggy  weather,  our  course  being  nearly  parallel  to  that 
we  steered  the  8th  and  9th,  but  six  leagues  more  to  the 
northward.  On  the  15th,  the  wind  freshened  from  the 
westward,  and  having  in  a  great  measure  dispersed  the  fog, 
we  immediately  stood  to  the  northward,  that  we  might  take 
a  nearer  view  of  the  ice ;  and  in  an  hour  were  close  in  with 
it,  extending  from  N.1S.W.  to  N.E.  We  found  it  to  be 
compact  and  solid ;  the  outer  parts  were  ragged,  and  of 
difi*erent  heights;  the  interior  surface  was  even,  and  we 
judged  from  eight  to  ten  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 
The  weather  becoming  moderate  for  the  remaining  part  of 
the  day,  we  directed  our  course  according  to  the  trending 
of  the  ice,  which  in  many  parts  formed  deep  bays. 

In  the  morning  of  the  l6th  the  wind  freshened,  and  was 
attended  with  thick  and  frequent  showers  of  snow.  At 
eight  in  the  forenoon,  it  blew  a  strong  gale  from  the 
W.S.W.,  and  brought  us  under  double-reefed  top-sails; 
when  the  weather  clearing  a  little,  we  found  ourselves  em- 
bayed, the  ice  having  taken  a  sudden  turn  to  the  S.E.,  and 
in  one  compact  body  surrounding  us  on  all  sides,  except  oa 
the  south  quarter.  We  therefore  hauled  our  wind  to  the 
southward,  being  at  this  time  in  latitude  70*  8'  N.,  and  in 
twenty-six  fathoms  water;  and,  as  we  supposed,  about 
twenty-five  leagues  from  the  coast  of  America.  The  gale 
increasing,  at  four  in  the  afternoon  we  close  reefed  the 
fore  and  main  top-sails,  furled  the  mizen-top-sail,  and  ^ot 
the  top-sailant-yards  down  upon  deck.  At  eight,  finding 
4he  depth  of  water  had  decreased  to  twenty-two  fathoms, 
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which  we  considered  as  a  proof  of  our  near  approach  to 
the  American  const,  we  taciied  and  stood  to  the  north. 
We  had  blowing  weather,  accompanied  with  snow,  through 
the  night ;  but  next  morning  it  became  clear  and  mode- 
rate, and  at  eight  in  the  forenoon  we  got  the  top-gallant 
yards  across,  and  made  sail  with  the  wind  still  at  W.S.W. 
jAt  noon  we  were  in  latitude,  by  observation,  6y*  55',  lon- 
gitude 194*  30'.  Toward  evening  the  wind  slackened,  and 
at  midnight  it  was  a  calm. 

On  the  I8th,  at  five  in  the  morning,  a  light  breeze 
sprung  up  from  the  E.N.E.,  with  which  we  continued  our 
course  to  the  north,  in  order  to  regain  the  ice  as  soon  as 
possible.  We  passed  some  small  logs  of  drift-wood,  and 
sa«v  abundance  of  sea-parrots,  and  the  small  ice-birds,  and 
likewise  a  number  of  whales.  At  noon  the  latitude,  by  ob- 
servation, was  70*  26',  and  longitude  194"  34';  the  depth 
of  water  twenty-three  fathoms;  the  ice  stretched  from  N. 
to  E.N.E.,  and  was  distant  about  three  miles.  At  one  in 
the  afternoon,  finding  that  we  were  close  in  with  a  firm 
united  field  of  it,  extending  from  W.N.  W.  to  E.,  we  tacked, 
and  the  wind  coming  round  to  the  westward,  stood  on  to 
the  eastward,  along  its  edge,  till  eleven  at  night.  At  that 
time  a  very  thick  fog  coming  on,  and  the  water  shoaling  to 
nineteen  fathoms,  we  hauled  our  wind  to  the  south.  The 
variation  observed  this  day  was  31**  2(^  E.  It  is  remarkable, 
that  though  we  saw  no  sea-horses  on  the  body  of  the  ice, 
yet  they  were  in  herds,  and  in  greater  numbers  on  the  de- 
tached fragments,  than  we  had  ever  observed  before.  About 
nine  in  the  evening,  a  white  bear  was  seen  swimming  close 
by.  the  Discovery ;  it  afterward  made  to  the  ice,  on  which 
were  also  two  others. 

On  the  19th,  at  one  in  the  morning,  the  weather  clearing 
up,  we  a^ain  steered  to  the  N.E.  till  two,  when  we  were  a 
second  time  so  completely  embayed,  that  there  was  no. 
opening  left  but  to  the  south ;  to  which  quarter  we  ac- 
cordingly directed  our  course,  returning  through  a  remark- 
ably smooth  water,  and  with  very  favourable  weather,  by 
the  same  way  we  had  come  in.  We  were  never  able  to  pe- 
netrate farther  north  than  at  this  time,  when  our  latitude 
was  70*  33' ;  and  this  was  five  leagues  short  of  the  point  to 
which  we  advanced  last  season.  We  held  on  to  the  S.S.  W., 
with  light  winds  from  the  N.W.,  by  the  edge  of  the  main 
ice,  which  lay  on  our  left  hand,  and  stretched  between  us 
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and  the  continent  of  America.  Our  latitude,  by  observa^ 
tion  aX  noon,  was  70°  1 1',  our  longitude  1(^6"  Mif,  and  the; 
depth  of  water  sixteen  fiathoms.  From  this  circumstance, 
we  judged  thait  the  Icy  Cape  was  now  only  at  seven  or^ 
eight  leagues  distance ;  but  though  the  weather  was  in  ge- 
neral clear,  it  was  at  the  same  time  hazy  in  the  horizon ;  so' 
that  we  could  not  expect  to  see  it/ 

In  the  afternoon  we  saw  two  white  bears  in  the  water,  to 
which  we  immediately  gave  chase  in  the  jolly-boat,  and 
had  the  good  fortune  to  kill  them  both.  The  larger,  which 
probably  was  the  dam  of  the  younger,  being  shot  first,  the 
other  would  not  quit  it,  though  it  raieht  easily  have  escaped 
on  the  ice  whilst  the  men  were  reloading,  but  remained 
swimming  about,  till  after  being  fired  upon  several  times, 
it  was  shot  dead,    "  '■■><*  ^A   ,.7-.  ..  -  .^   .w.i.i..!.  . 

:irt  oimff^i-Jh^-n  ,\!*^  •iu  _i(ttt  ,n..   The 

*  Ceptaia  Cook  then  must  still  be  allowed  to  have  succeeded  in  getting 
farther  towards  tJic  north  in  tliis  ocean,  than  any  other  navigator.    For*, 
from  the  date  of  this  voyage  up  to  the  present  period,  so  far  at  least  as 
has  been  published,  no  one  has  surpassed  the  limit  of  his  examination. 
But  it  is  obvious,  from  the  very  circumstance  of  the  diflference  betwixt  the 
two  attempts  recorded  in  this  voyage,  that  a  considerable  variation  in  the 
state  and  intensity  of  the  obstructm^  cause  may  occur  in  various  years. 
There  is  a  probability  then,  that  a  still  ^eater  difference  might  be  expe- 
rienced, affording  a  practicable  opportunity  of  getting  still  more  towards 
the  north  than  in  either  of  them.    How  far  this  probability,  not  a  great 
one,  as  Captain  King  afterwards  suggests,  ought  to  be  consioered,  or  how 
far  the  expectation  of  any  benefit  arising  from  it,  ought  to  influence  in  di- 
recting another  similar  undertaking,  it  is  not  the  province  of  this  work  to 
speculate.   But  one  cannot  help  remarking,  that  the  Russian  government 
at  least,  might  not  be  injudiciously  employed  in  ordering  one  or  more 
vessels,  properly  fitted  up,  to  be  kept  in  readiness  at  some  port  in  this 
distant  region  of  the  empire,  to  take  advantage  of  any  season  more  suit- 
able than  another,  for  prosecuting  the  enterprise.  Nay,  is  it  not  far  from 
being  romantic  to  imagine,  that  the  two  friendly  powers  of  Russia  and 
Great  Britain  might  actually  find  a  reward,  in  the  promotion  of  their  mu- 
tual interest,  by  a  joint  and  well-concerted  plan  for  opening  up  a  commu- 
nication by  any  means  betwixt  the  North  P&cific  and  North  Atlantic 
Oceans  i    Both  of  them,  one  should  suppose,  must  be  sensible,  that  the 
zeal  of  their  intermediate  neighbour  (if  tiie  expression  may  be  used)  the 
Americans,  to  discover  the  practicability  of  e  connexion,  and  of  course  to 
establish  one  betwixt  the  opposite  sides  of  the  new  continent,  is  not  likely 
to  prove  altogether  fruitless,  though  perhaps  there  are  btill  more  formida- 
ble difficulties  in  the  way  of  its  exercise.    A  little  time  will  probably  de- 
monstrate, that  these  politic  republicans  have  not  in  vain  emulated  the 
enterprising  spirit,  or  commercial  sagacity  of  the  parent  state ;  and  that 
neither  of  the  other  governments  just  now  mentioned,  has  fully  profited 
of  all  the  advantages  which  its  possessions  have  continued  to  bold  out. 
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CNAP.  ▼!.  siCT.  11^    Captain  King'i  Jdarnal.   /^ 
The  dimensions  of  the  larger  were  ag  follow  s  Jtl 

From  the  snout  to  the  end  of  the  tail  ,(fj  ),^  -  ■-) 
From  the  snout  to  the  shoulder-bone  .i '{ u  v't>  • 
Height  of  the  shoulder  -      :|fv,f  yr-jW;  ,„.>ft  i 

Circumference  near  the  fore-legs      -   -     ■* 
Breadth  of  the  fore-paw         -         -  ,     -        -, 

Weight  of  the  four  quarters         -..f  ,  •        -        436 
Weight  of  the  four  quarters  of  the  smallest     -     256  ''^^ 

hi' 

On  comparing  the  dimensions  of , this  with  Lord  MuIi* 
grave's  white  bear,  they  were  found  almost  exactly  the 
same,  except  in  the  circumference,  where  our's  fell  exqeed« 
ingly  short. 

These  animals  afforded  us  a  few  excellent  meals  of  fresh 
meat.  The  flesh  had,  indeed,  a  strong  filthy  taste,  but  was 
in  every  respect  infinitely  superior  to  th^t  of  the  sea-horse  i, 
which  nevertheless  our  people  were  again  persuade,  wilJif; 
out  much  difficulty,  to  prefer  to  their  salted  provisions^   '  ■, 

At  six  in  the  morning  of  the  20th,  a  tbicK  fog  coming 
on,  we  lost  sight  of  the  ice  for  two  hours ;  but  the  we^thei; 
clearing,  we  saw  the  main  body  again  to  the  S.S.C.,  ,whea 
we  hauled  our  wind,  which  was  easterly,  tpward  it,  in  th^ 
expectation  of  making  the  American  coast  to  the  S.E.,  aa4 
which  we  effected  at  half  past  ten.  At  noon,  the  latitude^ 
by  account,  was  69**  S3',  and  longitude  194°  53',  and  the 
depth  of  water  nineteen  fathomst  The  land  extended  irom 
S.  by  E.  to  S.S.W.  |  W.,  distant  eight  or  ten  leagues,  be- 
ing the  same  we  had  seen  last  year ;  but  it  was  now  much 
more  covered  with  snow  than  at  that  time,  and  to  all  ap- 
pearance the  ice  adhered  to  the  shore.  We  continued  la 
the  afternoon  sailing  through  a  sea  of  loose  ice,  and  stand- 
ing toward  the  land,  as  near  as  the  wind,  which  was  E.S.E., 
would  admit.  At  eight  the  wind  lessening,  there  came  on 
a  thick  fog,  and  on  perceiving  a  rippling  in  the  water,  we 
tried  the  current,  which  we  found  to  set  to  the  E.N.E.,  at 
the  rate  of  a  mile  an  hour,  and  therefore  determined  to 
steer  during  the  night  before  the  wind,  in  order  to  stem  it^ 
and  to  oppose  the  large  fragments  of  loose  ice  that  were 
setting  us  on  toward  the  land.  The  depth  of  the  water  at 
midnight  was  twenty  fathoms. 

At 
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At  eight  in  the  morning  of  the  Slat,  the  wind  fretheKi- 
ing,  aha  tlie  fog  clearing  away,  we  Aa«v  the  American  coast 
to  the  S.C.,  at  the  distance  of  eight  or  ten  le'agues  and 
hauled  in  for  it ;  but  Were  stopped  again  by  the  ice,  and 
obliged  to  bear  aWay  to  the  westward,  alonu:  the  edge  of  it. 
At  nbon,  the  latitude,  by  account,  was  6()*  84',  and  longi- 
tude \i)S*,  au'l  (hf  depth  of  water  twenty-four  fathoms. 

Thus  a  connected  sofid  6eld  of  ice,  rendering  every  ef- 
fort we  could  make  to  a  nearer  approach  to  the  land  fruit- 
less, and  joining  as  we  Judged  to  it,  we  took  a  last  farewell 
of  a  N.E  pas8a<{e  to  Old  England.  I  shall  beg  leave  to 
give,  in  Captain  Gierke's  own  words,  the  reasons  of  this  his 
final  determination,  as  wdl  as  of  his  future  plans ;  and  this 
the  rather,  as  it  is  the'  last  transaction  his  health  permitted 
him  to  write  down. 

.  **  It  is  now  impossible  to  proceed  the  least  farther  to  the 
Aorthward  upon  this  coast  (America^ ;  and  it  is  equally  as 
improbable  that  this  amazing  mass  of  ice  should  be  dis^ 
solved  by  the  few  remaining  summer-weeks  which  will  ter- 
minate this  season ;  but  it  will  continue,  it  is  to  be  believed, 
as  it  now  is,  an  insurmountable  barrier  to  every  attempt  we 
can  possibly  ntake.  I  therefore  think  it  the  best  step  that 
can  be  taken,  for  the  good  of  the  service,  to  trace  tne  sent 
over  to  the  A<)iHtic  coast,  and  to  try  if  I  can  find  any  open- 
ing, that  will  admit  nie  farther  north ;  if  not,  to  see  what 
more  is  to  be  done  upon  that  coast ;  where  I  hope,  yet 
dannot  much  flatter  myself,  to  meet  with  better  success ; 
for  the  sea  is  now  so'choaked  with  ice^  that  a  passage,  1  fe8>, 
ifl  totdly  out  of  the  question.*'   ■  -  ,  •        ;      ,        ■  r ; 
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Section  IV. 


FruUleu  Attempti  to  penetrate  through  the  Ice  to  the  Northr 
fVett. — Dun^erom  Situation  of  the  Dinoverj^.-^Sea-horsef 
killed. — Freth  Obstructtom  from  the  Ice.— Report  of  Da^ 
maget  received  bif  the  Discover  if.  — Captain  Cltrke'i  Deter- 
miftation  to  proceed  to  the  Southward. — /»//  of  the  Shipi 
.Crem  on  that  Occasion. —  Pan  Serdte  Kamrfi. —  Return 
through  Beering's  Strait. —  Enquiry  into  the  Extent  of  the 
North'  East  Coast  of  Asia  —  Rtasons  for  rejecting  Muller*t 
Map  of  the  Proinontorif  of  the  Tschutski.— Reasons  for  ber 
lieving  the  Coast  does  nut  reach  a  higher  Latitude  thai^  "JOi* 
North. — General  Observations  on  the  Impracticahilitif  oftt 
North-  East  or  Sorth-  H^est  Passage  from  the  Atlantic  into 
the  Pacific  Ocean. — Comparative  riew  of  the  Progress  made 
in  the  \ears  1778  and  1779. — Remarks  on  the  Sea  and  Sea  i 
coasts,  North  of  Beering's  Strait. —  History  of  the  Voyage 
resumed — Pass  the  Uand  of  St  Laurence-— The  Island  of 
Mednoi. — D*:ath  of  Captain  Clerke. — Short  Account  ofhi$ 
Service^,         ,  i..,-,  .   ,.  a^it?  oi  fr^a^.-ja^-j 


Captain  Clbrke  having  determined,  for  the  reMon^ 
assigne*!,  to  give  up  all  t'Hrther  uttempts  on  the  coast  of 
America,  and  to  make  his  last  efforts  in  search  of  a  passage 
on  the  coast  of  the  opposite  continent,  we  coritinued  during 
the  afternoon  of  the  2l?t  of  July,  to  steer  to  the  W.N.vV., 
through  much  loose  ice.  At  ten  E^t  night,  discoverin:^  the 
main  body  ot  it  through  the  fog,  right  ahead,  and  almost 
close  to  us,  and  being  i^nwilling  to  take  a  southerly  course 
so  long  as  wt;  could  possibly  avoid  it,  we  hauled  our  wind, 
which  was  easterly,  and  stood  to  the  northward  ;  \^wi  in  aa 
hour  after,  the  weq,ther  clearing;  up,  and  finding  ourselves 
surrounded  by  a  qompact  fieiti  of  ice  on  every  side^  except 
to  the  S.S.  W.,  we  tacl<ed  and  stood  on  in  that  direction,  it^ 
prder  to  get  cl^ar  of  jt. 

At  noon  of  the  ^'2d,  our  latitude,  by  observation,  was 
69'  30',  and  lon^[itude  187°  ^0^-  In  the  afternoon  we  again 
fjame  up  wilh  the  ic<i,  whicii  extended  to  the  N  W".  and 
S.W.,  and  obliged  us  to  continue  our  course  to  the  souths 
ward,  in  order  to  weather  it. 

jt  n^ay  ^e  remarked,  that,  since  the  ath  of  this  month, 
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wc  had  twice  travcried  ihii  tea,  in  lincit  nearly  parallel 
with  the  run  wc  luul  just  now  niudc  ;  ihnt  in  ihc  liritt  of 
those  traverse*  wo  wrre  not  able  to  penetrate  lu  far  north, 
hy  eight  or  tcu  Icuguci,  nn  in  ihc  second  ;  tind  that  in  the 
Jnit  We  had  again  found  an  united  body  of  ice,  generally 
iibout  five  jenguet  to  the  southward  of  its  noiition  in  the 
preceding  run.  An  thin  proves  that  the  large  compact 
^elds  of  ice,  which  wc  saw,  were  moveable,  or  alminishingi 
At  the  same  lime,  it  does  not  leave  an^  well-founded  expec- 
tations of  advancing  much  farther  in  the  most  favourable 
seasons. 

At  seven  in  the  evening,  the  weather  being  hazy,  and  no 
|ce  in  light,  wo  hore  away  to  the  westward ;  but  at  half 
past  eight  the  fog  diapcrsing,  we  found  ourselves  in  the 
luklst  of  loose  ice,  and  close  in  with  the  main  body ;  we 
therefore  stood  upon  a  wind,  which  was  still  easterly,  and 
kept  heating  to  windward  during  the  night,  in  hopes  of 
weathering  the  loose  piecca,  which  the  Treshness  of  the 
wind  kept  driving  down  upon  u»  in  such  ouuntities,  that  we 
were  in  manifest  dnngrr  of  being  bloekeu  up  by  them. 

In  the  morning  of  the  '2!i<i,  the  clear  water,  in  which  we 
continued  to  stand  lo  and  fro,  did  not  exceed  a  mile  and  a 
half,  and  was  every  instant  lessening.  At  length,  after 
<ising  our  utmost  endeavours  to  clear  the  loose  ice,  we  were 
^iven  to  the  necessity  of  forcing  the  passage  to  the  south- 
ward, which  at  half  past  seven  we  accomplished,  but  not 
without  subjecting  the  ship  to  sonic  very  severe  shocks. 
The  Discovery  was  less  successful.  For  at  eleven,  when 
IKey  had  nigh  got  clear  out,  she  became  so  entangled  by 
several  large  pieces,  that  her  way  was  stooped,  and  imme- 
diately dropping  bodily  to  leeward,  she  fell  broadside  fore- 
most, on  the  edge  of  a  considerable  body  of  ice ;  and  ha- 
ving at  the  same  time  an  open  sea  to  windward,  the  surf 
caused  her  to  strike  violently  upon  it.  This  mass  at  length 
either  so  far  broke,  or  moved,  as  to  set  them  at  liberty  to 
make  another  trial  to  escape ;  but  unfortunately  before  the 
ship  gathered  way  enough  to  be  under  command,  she  again 
fell  to  leeward  on  another  fragment ;  and  the  swell  making 
it  unsafe  to  lie  to  windward,  and  finding  no  chance  of  get- 
ting clear,  they  pushed  into  a  small  opening,  furled  their 
sails,  and  made  fast  with  ice-hooks. 

In  this  dangerous  situation  we  saw  them  at  noon,  about 
three  miles  from  us,  bearing  N.W.,  a  fresh  gale  from  the 

S.E. 


^ 


-<%!;  ..%*' 


«-i«>Uiii>i#**^v*-^''f  •• 


cHAr.  VI.  HOT.  IV.     Captain  King't  Jmmmh 


I  Iff 


S.G.  driving  more  ice  to  the  N.W..  and  increaiing  the  bodr 
that  lay  between  ui.  Our  lulitutle,  by  account,  wuh  OQf*  8  , 
the  longitude  187*>  and  the  de|illi  of  water  twentv-cight 
futhoini.  To  add  to  the  gloomy  apprelienaionn  which  ue« 
gun  to  force  thvniiclvct  on  us,  at  half  puit  four  in  the  af- 
turnooD,  the  weather  becoming  thick  and  hazy,  we  lost 
•ight  of  the  Discovery  ;  but  that  w  might  he  in  n  situation 
to  uilbrd  her  every  assistance  in  ujr  power,  we  kept  stand* 
ing  on  close  by  the  edge  of  the  ice.  At  six,  the  wind  hap- 
pily coming  round  to  the  north,  gave  us  some  hopes  that 
the  ice  might  drift  away  and  release  her ;  and  in  that  case, 
us  it  was  uncertain  in  what  condition  she  might  come  out, 
we  kept  firing  a  gun  every  half  hour,  in  order  to  prevent  a 
separation.  Our  apprcheniions  for  her  safety  did  not  cease 
till  nine,  when  we  heard  her  guns  in  answer  to  ours ;  and 
soon  after  being  hailed  by  her,  were  informed  that  upon 
the  change  of  wind  the  ice  began  to  separate ;  and  that 
setting  ail  their  sails,  they  forced  a  passage  through  it. 
We  learned  farther,  that  whilst  they  were  encompassed  by 
it,  they  found  the  ship  drift  with  the  main  body  to  the 
M.E.,  at  the  rate  of  hali'  a  mile  an  hour.  We  were  sorry  to 
find  that  the  Discovery  had  rubbed  off  a  great  deal  of  the 
sheathing  from  her  bows,  and  was  become  very  leaky,  from 
the  strokes  she  had  received  when  she  fell  upon  the  edge 
of  the  ice. 

On  the  24th  we  had  fresh  breezes  from  the  S.W.,  with 
Iiozy  weather,  uiid  kept  running  to  the  S.E.  till  eleven  in  the 
forenoon,  when  a  large  body  of  loose  ice,  extending  from 
N.N.E.  round  by  the  E.,  to  S.S.E.,  and  to  which  (though 
the  weatlier  was  tolerably  clear)  we  could  see  no  end,  ngam 
obstructed  our  course.  We  therefore  kept  working  to  wind- 
ward, and  at  noon  our  latitude,  by  observation,  was  68°  53', 
longitude  188" ;  the  variation  of  the  compass  22"  30'  E. 
At  four  in  the  afternoon  it  became  calm,  and  we  hoisted 
out  the  boats  in  pursuit  of  the  sea-horses,  which  were  in 
prodigious  herds  on  every  side  of  us.  We  kilted  ten  of 
them,  which  were  as  many  us  we  could  make  use  of  for  eat- 
ing, or  for  converting  into  lump-oil.  We  kept  on  with  the 
wind  from  the  S.VV.,  along  the  edge  of  the  ice,  which  ex- 
tended in  a  direction  utmost  due  £.  and  W.,  till  four  in  the 
morning  of  the  il5t\\,  when  observing  a  cleur  sea  beyond  it 
to  the  S.E.,  we  made  sail  that  way,  with  a  view  of  forcing 
through  it.    liy  six  we  had  cleared  it,  and  continued  the 
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remaintler  of  the  day  running  to  the  S.E.,  without  nny  ice 
in  sight.  At  noon,  our  latitude,  by  observation,  was  68* 
38',  longitude  189*  9',  and  the  depth  of  water  thirty  fa- 
thoms. At  midnight  we  tacked  and  stood  to  the  westward, 
with  a  fresh  gale  from  the  S. ;  and  at  ten  in  the  forenoon 
of  the  26th,  tlie  ice  again  shewed  itself,  extending  from 
N.W.  to  S.  It  appeared  loose,  and  drifting  by  the  force 
of  the  wind  to  the  northward.  At  noon,  our  latitude,  by 
observation,  was  68*  N.,  longitude  188°  10'  E. ;  and  we  had 
soundings  with  twenty-eight  fathoms.  For  the  remaining 
part  of  the  day,  and  till  noon  of  the  27th,  we  kept  sland- 
ine:  backward  and  forward,  in  order  to  clear  ourselves  of 
different  bodies  of  ice.  At  noon  we  were  in  latitude,  by 
observation,  67*  47',  longitude  188°.  At  two  in  the  after- 
noon, we  saw  the  continent  to  the  S.  by  E. ;  and  at  four, 
having  run  since  noon  with  a  S.S.E.  wind  to  the  S.W.,  we 
were  surrounded  by  loose  masses  of  ice,  with  the  firm  body 
of  it  in  sight,  stretching  in  a  N.  by  W.  and  a  S.  by  E.  di- 
rection, as  far  as  the  e3'e  could  reach ;  beyond  which  we 
saw  the  coast  of  Asia,  bearing  S.  and  S.  by  E. 

As  it  was  now  necessary  to  come  to  some  determination 
with  respect  to  the  course  we  were  next  to  steer.  Captain 
Gierke  sent  a  boat,  with  the  carpenters,  on  board  the  Dis- 
covery, to  enquire  into  the  particulars  of  the  damage  she 
had  sustained.  They  returned  in  the  evening,  with  the 
report  of  Captain  Gore,  and  of  the  carpenters  of  both  ships, 
that  the  damages  they  had  received  were  of  a  kind  that 
would  require  three  weeks  to  repair;  and  that  it  would  be 
necessary,  for  that  purpose,  to  go  into  some  port. 

Thus,  finding  a  farther  advance  to  the  northward,  as 
well  as  a  nearer  approach  to  either  continent,  obstructed 
by  u  sea  bl(;cked  up  with  ice,  we  judged  it  both  injurious 
to  the  service,  l)y  endangering  llie  safety  of  the  ships,  as 
well  as  fruitless,  with  respect  to  the  design  of  our  voyage, 
to  make  any -farther  attempts  toward  a  passage.  This, 
therefore,  added  to  the  representations  ot  Captain  Gore, 
determined  Captain  Clerke  not  to  lose  more  tinte  in  what 
he  concluded  to  be  an  unattainable  object,  but  to  sail  for 
Awatska  B.iy,  Lo  repair  our  damages  there  ;  and  before  the 
winter  siiould  i^et  in,  and  render  all  other  etibrts  toward 
discovery  impracticable,  to  explore  the  coast  of  Japan. 

I  will  not  endeavour  to  conceal  the  joy  that  brightened 
the  cuuntenance   of  every  individual,  as  soon  as  Captain 
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Clerke's  resolutions  were  made  known.  We  were  all  heart- 
ily sick  of  a  navigation  full  of  danger,  and  in  which  the 
Utmost  perseverance  had  not  been  repaid  witii  tlie  smallest 
probability  of  success.  We  therefore  turned  our  faces  to- 
ward home^  after  an  absence  of  three  years,  with  a  delight 
and  satisfaction^  which,  notwithstanding  ihe  tedious  voyage 
we  had  still  to  make,  and  the  immense  distance  we  had  to 
run,  were  as  freely  entertained,  and  perhaps  as  fully  enjoyed, 
as  if  we  had  been  already  in  sight  of  the  LandVend. 

On  the  28lh,  we  kept  working  to  windward  with  a  fresh 
breeze  from  the  8.E.,  having  the  coast  of  Asia  still  in  sight. 
At  four  in  the  piorning,  the  cape,  which,  on  the  authority 
of  Muller)  we  have  called  Serdze  Kamen,  bore  S.S.W., 
distant  six  or  seven  leagues.  We  saw  in  different  places,' 
upon  the  tops  of  the  hills,  which  rise  inland  on  both  sides 
of  the  cape,  protuberances  of  a  considerable  height,  which 
had  the  appearance  of  huge  rocks,  or  pillars  of  stone. 

On  the  29th,  the  wind  still  continuing  contrary,  we  made 
but  slow  progress  to  the  southward.  At  midnight  we  had 
thick  foggy  weather,  accompanied  with  a  breeze  from  the 
N.N.W.,  with  which  we  directed  our  course  to  the  8.S.E. 
through  the  strait,  and  had  no  land  in  sight  till  seven  in  the 
evening  of  the  SOlh,  wlien  the  fog  clearing  away,  we  saw 
Cape  Prince  of  Wales  bearing  S.  by  E.,  distant  about  six 
leagues;  and  the  island  St  Diomede,  S.W.  by  W.  We 
now  altered  our  course  to  the  W.,  and  at  eight  made  the 
east  cape,  which  at  midnight  bore  W.  by  N.,  distant  four 
leagues.  In  the  night  we  steered  to  the  S.S.W.,  with  a 
fresh  west-north-westerly  breeze ;  and  at  four  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  31st,  the  east  cupe  bore  ^i.N.E. ;  and  the  >i.B. 
part  of  the  bay  of  St  Laurence  (where  we  anchored  the  last 
year)  W.  by  S.,  its  distance  biing  four  leagues.  As  we 
could  not  have  worked  up  to  windward  without  a  greater 
waste  of  time  than  ttie  object  appeared  to  deserve,  we  ran 
across  the  bay,  regretting  much,  as  we  passed  along,  the 
loss  of  this  opportunity  of  payina  a  second  visit  to  the 
Tschutski.  At  noon,  our  latitude,  t)y  observation,  was  65* 
6',  and  longitude  18y°.  I'lie  south  point  of  the  bay  of  St 
Laurence-  bore  M.  by  W.  J  W.,  and  was  distant  seven  or 
eight  leaiiues.  la  the  alternuon,  the  variation  was  found 
to  be  22"  5(y  E.    •  )     -  ta  >;  *«  ;  r   i 

Having  now  passed  Beering's  Strait,  and' taken  our  final 
leave  of  theM.E.  coast  of  Asia,  it  may  not  be  improper,  on' 
r'--"  this 
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this  occasion^  to  state  the  grounds  on  which  we  have  ven- 
tured to  adopt  two  general  conclusions  respecting  its  ex- 
tent, in  opposition  to  the  opinions  of  Mr  MuUer.  The 
first,  that  the  promontory  named  East  Cape,  is  actually  the 
easternmost  point  of  that  quarter  of  the  globe ;  or,  in  other 
words,  that  no  part  of  the  continent  extends  in  longitude 
Iteyond  IQO*  22'  E. ;  the  second,  that  the  latitude  of  the 
north-easternmost  extremity  falls  to  the  southward  of  70* 
JN.  With  respect  to  the  former,  if  such  land  exist,  it  must 
necessarily  be  to  the  N.  of  latitude  Gg^  where  the  disco- 
veries made  in  the  present  voyage  terminate ;  and,  there- 
fore, the  probable  direction  of  the  coast,  beyond  this  point, 
is  the  question  I  shall  endeavour,  in  the  first  place,  to  in- 
vestigate. 

As  the  Russian  is  the  only  nation  that  has  hitherto  navi- 
gated these  seas,  all  our  information  respecting  the  situa- 
tion of  the  coast  to  the  northward  of  Cape  North,  must 
necessarily  be  derived  from  the  charts  and  journals  of  the 
persons  who  have  been  employed  at  various  times  in  ascer- 
taining the  limits  of  that  empire ;  and  these  are  for  the 
inost  part  so  imperfect,  so  contused,  and  contradictory,  that 
it  is  not  easy  to  form  any  distinct  idea  of  their  pretended, 
much  less  to  collect  the  amount  of  their  real  discoveries. 
It  is  on  this  account,  that  the  extent  and  form  of  the  penin- 
sula, inhabited  by  the  Tschutskit  still  remains  a  point  on 
which  the  Russian  geographers  are  much  divided.  Mr 
MuUer,  in  his  map)  published  in  the  year  1754,  supposes 
this  country  to  extend  toward  the  N.E.,  to  the  75**  of  lati- 
tude, and  in  longitude  190**  £.  of  Greenwich,  and  to  termi- 
nate in  a  round  cape,  which  he  calls  Tschukotskoi  Noss. 
To  the  southward  of  this  cape  he  conceives  the  coast  to 
form  a  bay  to  the  westward,  bounded  in  latitude  67"  18',  by 
Serdze  Kamen,  the  northernmost  point  seen  by  Beering  in 
his  expedition  in  the  year  1728.  The  map  published  by 
the  academy  of  St  Petersburgh,  in  the  year  1776*  gives  the 
whole  peninsula  entirely  a  new  form,  placing  its  north-east- 
ernmost extremity  in  the  latitude  of  73°,  longitude  ITS'*  SO'. 
The  easternmost  point  in  latitude  65**  SO',  longitude  189^ 
S(/.  All  the  other  maps  we  saw,  both  printed  and  in  ma- 
nuscript, vary  between  these  two,  apparently  more  accord- 
ing to  the  fancy  of  the  compiler,  than  on  any  grounds  of 
more  accurate  information.  The  only  point  in  which  there 
is  a  general  coincidence,  without  any  considerable  varia- 
tion. 
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tioD,  is  in  the  position  of  the  east  cape  in  latitude  G6\  The 
form  of  the  coast,  both  to  the  S.  and  N.  of  this  cape,  in  the! 
map  of  the  academy,  is  exceedingly  erroneous,  and  may  be 
totally  disregarded.  In  that  of  Mr  Md Her,  the  coast  to  the 
northward  hears  a  considerable  resemblance  to  our  survey, 
as  far  as  the  latter  extends,  except  that  it  does  not  trend 
saificiently  to  the  westward,  receding  only  about  5^  of  lon<t 
gitude,  between  the  latitude  of  66°  and  69" ;  whereas  in  re^ 
alily  it  recedes  near  ten.  Between  the  latitude  of  69**  and 
74*,  he  makes  the  coast  bend  round  to  the  N.  and  N.E., 
and  to  form  a  considerable  promontory.  On  what  autho<^ 
rity  now  remains  to  be  examined. 

Mr  Coxe,  whose  accurate  researches  into  this  subject 
give  his  opinion  great  weight,  is  persuaded  that  the  extre- 
mity of  the  Noss  in  question  was  never  passed  but  by  Desh- 
neff  and  his  party,  who  sailed  from  the  river  Kovyma  in  the 
year  1648,  and  are  supposed  to  have  got  round  it  into  the 
Anadir.    As  the  account  of  this  expedition,  the  substance 
of  which  the  reader  will  find  in  Mr  Coxe's  Account  of 
Hossian  Discoveries,  contains  no  geographical  delineation 
of  the  coast  along  which  they  sailed,  its  position  must  be 
conjectured  from  incidental  circumstances ;  and  from  these 
it  appears  very  manifest,  that  the  Tschukotskoi  Moss  of 
Deshneff  h  no  other  than  the  promontory  called  by  Cap- 
tain Cook  the  East  Cape.    Speaking  of  the  Noss,  be  says, 
"  One  might  sail  from  the  isthmus  to  the  river  Anadir, 
with  a  fair  wind,  in  three  days  and  three  nights."    This 
exactly  coincides  with  the  situation  of  the  East  Cape,  which 
is  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  leagues  from  tne  mouth 
of  the  Anadir;  and  as  there  is  no  other  isthmus  to  the 
northward  between  that  and  the  latitude  of  69**,  it  is  ob- 
vious that,  by  this  description,  he  must  intend  either  the 
cape  in  question,  or  some  other  to  the  southward  of  it.    In 
another  place  he  says,  **  Over  against  the  isthmus  there  are 
two  islands  in  the  sea,  upon  which  were  seen  people  of  the 
Tschutski  nation,  through  whose  lips  were  run  pieces  of 
the  teeth  of  the  sea-horse."    This  again  perfectly  agrees 
with  the  two  islands  situated  to  the  S.E.  of  the  East  Cape. 
We  saw  indeed  no  inhabitants  on  them,  but  it  is  not  at  all 
improbable  that  a  party  of  the  Americans  from  the  opposite 
continent,  whom  this  description  accurately  suits,  might, 
at  that  time,  have  been  accidentally  there;  and  whom  it 

was 


m 


m 


1 


i 


i 


>it4  Modem  Circifmnatigatiqnt.    part  hi.  book  in* 

Was  natural  enough  for  him  to  mistake  for  a  tribe  of  the 
tTschutski.'  . 

'  These  two  circumstances  are  of  so  striking  and  unequi- 
vocal a  nature,  that  they  appear  to  me  conclusive  on  the 
point  of  the  Pschukotskoi  iNoss,  notwithstanding  there  are 
others  of  a  more  doubtful  kind,  which  we  have  from  tlie 
flame  authority,  and  which  now  remain  to  be  considered. 
*•  I'd  go,"  says  Deslmef?  in  another  account,  "  from  the 
Kovyma  to  the  Anadir,  a  great  promontory  must  be  dou- 
bled, which  stretches  very  far  into  the  sea  ;"  and  afterwards, 
*'  this  promontory  stretches  between  N.  and  N.K."    It  was 
probably  from  Ibe  expressions  contamed  in  these  passage^ 
that  Mr  Muiler  was  induced  to  give  the  country  oi'the 
Tschutski  the  form  we  find  in  his  map;  but  had  he  beei^ 
acquainted  With  the  situation  of  the  east  cape,  as  ascer- 
tained by  Captain  Cook,  and  the  remarkable  coincidence 
between  it  and  this  piomontory  or  isthmus,  (tor  it  must  be 
observed,  that  Deshneff  appears  to  be  all  along  speaking  of 
the  same  thing),  in  the  circunistances  already  mentioned, 
I  am  confident  he  would  not  have  thought  those  expres- 
sions, merely  by  themselves,  of  sufficient  weight  to  war- 
rant him  in  extending  the  north-eastern  extremity  of  Asia, 
either  so  far  lo  the  north  or  to  the  eastward.   For,  after  all, 
these  expressions  are  not  irreconcilable  with  the  opinion 
yfe  have  adopted,  if  we  suppose  DeshneQ'  to  have  taken 
these  bearings  from  the  small  bight  which  lies  to  the  west- 
waid  of  the  cape. 

The  deposition  of  the  Cossack  Popoff,  taken  at  the  Ana-, 
i  dirskoi 

'  From  tlje  circumstance,  related  in  the  hat  vo1,ume,  that  gave  name  to, 
Sledge  Island,  it  appears  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  adjacent  continents; 
visit  occasional!^  the  small  islands  lying  l)etween  thein,  probably  for  the 
tonveniency  of  fishing,  or  in  pursuit  of  furs. 

It  appears  also  frt>m  Popoff'^!  deposition,  which  I  shall  have  occasion 
to  speak  of  more  particularly  hereafter,  that  the  general  resemblance  be- 
tween the  people,  who  are  seen  in  these  islands,  and  the  Tschutski,  was 
sufficient  to  lead  Deshncif  into  the  error  of  imagining  them  to  be  the 
same.  "  Opposite  to  the  Noss,"  he  says,  "  is  an  island  of  moderate  size, 
without  trees,  wliose  inhabitants  resemble  in  their  exterior  the  Tschutski, 
alihouiih  they  are  quite  another  na'ton  ;  not  numerous,  indeed,  yet  speak- 
ing  their  own  [)articular  language."  Again,  "  One  may  go  in  a  baidare 
from  the  Noss  to  the  island  in  half  a  day  ;  beyond  is  a  great  continent, 
which  can  be  discovered  from  the  island  in  serene  weather.  When  the' 
weather  is  good,  one  may  go  from  the  island  to  the  continent  ni  a  dayJ 
Thei  inhiibitants  of  the  continent  are  simitar  to  the  Tschutski,  excepting^ 
that  they  speak  another  lunguujie," 
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dirslcoi  ostrot;  in  the  year  171 1>  seems  to  hRve  been  the! 
next  authority'  on  which  Mr  M uiler  has  proceeded ;  and 
beside  these  two,  [  am  not  acquamted  with  any  other.  Thi» 
Cossack,  toi;ether  with  several  othersj  Was  sent  by  (and  i<> 
demand  tribute  from  the  independent  Tschutski  tribes,  who 
lived  about  the  Noss.    The  first  circumstance  in  the  ac- 
count of  this  journey  that  can  lead  to  the  sitnalion  of 
Tschukotskoi  Nos3>  is  its  distance  from  Anadirsk  ;  and  this 
is  stated  to  be  ten  weeJ^s'  journey  with  loaded  rein-deer ;' 
on  which  account,  it  is  added,  their  day's  journey  was  but 
very  small.     It  is  impossible  to  conclude  much  from  so 
vague  an  account ;  but,  as  the  distance  between  the  east 
cape  and  the  ostrog  is  upward  of  two  hundred  leagues  in  a 
straight  line,  and  therefore  may  be  supposed  to  allow  twelve 
or  fifteen  miles  a  day,  its  situation  cannot  be  reckoned  in- 
compatible with  Popoflf's  calculation^    The  next  circum- 
stance mentioned  in  this  deposition  is,  that  their  route  lay 
by  the  foot  of  a  rock  called  Malkol,  situated  at  the  bot-' 
torn  of  a  grieat  gulf.     This  gulf  Miiller  supposes  to  be  the 
bay  he  had  laid  down  between  latitude  66*  and  Ti*\  and 
accordingly  places  the  rock  Matkol  in  the  centre  of  it; 
'  but  it  appears  equally  probable^  even  if  we  had  not  so  many 
.  reasons  to  doubt  the  existence  of  that  bay,  thnt  it  raiuht  bei 
some  part  of  the  gulf  of  Anadir,  which  they  would  undoubt- 
edly touch  upon  in  their  road  from  the  ostrog  to  the  east 
cape.,  ( 

But  what  seems  bo  put  this  matter  beyond  all  dispute; 
and  to  prove  that  the  cape  visited  by  PopofF  cannot  be  to 
the  northward  of  69'  latitude,  is,  ihat  part  of  his  deposition^ 
which  I  have  already  quoted,  relative  to  the  island  lying  off 
the  Noss,  from  whence  the  opposite  continent  might  be 
seen,  for  as  the  two  continents  in  latitude  69**,  have  di 
verged  so  far  as  to  be  more  than  three  hundred  miles  dis^ 
tant,  it  is  highly  improbable  that  the  Asiatic  coast  should 
again  trend  in  such  a  manner  to  the  eastward,  as  to  come 
nearly  within  sight  of  the  coast  of  America. 

If  these  arguments  should  be  deemed  conclusive  against 
the  existence  of  the  peninsula  of  the  Tschutski,  as  laid 
down  by  Muller,  it  will  follow  that  the  east  cape  is  the 
Tschukotskoi  Noss  of  the  *  more  early  Russian  navigators ; 
iiTirv  and 

*  I  mention  the  more  early  Russian  navigators,  because  Beerinr;,  whom 
tve  hare  also  followed,  and  after  him^  all  the  late  Russian  geographers, 
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fUkd,  ponsequentlV)  that  Uie  undescribed  coast  from  the  la- 
titude of  69*  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  Kovyma,  must  uni- 
formly trend  more  or  less  to  the  westward.  As  an  addi- 
tional proof  of  this,  it  may  be  remarked,  that  the  Tschu- 
Jcotskoi  Noss  is  always  represented  as  dividing  the  sea  of 
Kovyma  from  that  of  Anadir,  which  could  not  be  the  case, 
if  any  considerable  cape  had  projected  to  the  N.E.  in  the 
higher  latitudes.  Thus,  in  the  depositions  taken  at  Ana- 
dirsk,  it  is  related,  "that  opposite  the  Noss,  on  both  sides, 
as  well  in  the  sea  of  Kovyma,  as  in  that  of  Anadir,  an  island 
i^  said  to  be  seen  at  a  great  distance,  which  the  Tschutski 
call  a  large  country  ;  and  say  that  people  dwell  there  who 
j^ave  large  teeth  put  in  their  mouths  that  project  through 
their,  cheeks."  Then  follows  a  description  of  these  people 
and  their  country,  exactly  corresponding  with  our  accounts 
of  the  opposite  cotitiuent. 

The  last  question  that  arises  is,  to  what  degree  of  nor- 
thern latitude  this  coast  extends,  before  it  trends  more  di-* 
rectly  to  the  westward.  If  the  situation  of  the  mouth  of 
the  Kovyma,  both  with  respect  to  its  latitude  and  longi- 
tude, were  accurately  determined,  it  would  perhaps  not  be 
very  difficult  to  form  a  probable  conjecture  upon  this  point. 
Captain  Cook  was  always  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  nor- 
thern coast  of  Asia,  from  the  fndigirka  eastward,  has  hi- 
therto been  generally  laid  down  more  than  two  degrees  to 
the  northward  of  its  true  position ;  and  he  has,  therefore, 
on  the  authority  of  a  map  that  was  in  his  possesion,  and 
on  the  information  he  received  at  Oonalashka,  placed  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Kovyma,  in  his  chart  of  the  M.W.  coast 
of  America,  and  the  N.E.  coast  of  Asia,  in  the  latitude  of 
68^.  Should  he  be  right  in  this  conjecture,  it  is  probable, 
fpr  the  reasons  that  have  been  already  stated,  that  the  Asia- 
tic coast  does  not  any  where  exceed  70°,  before  it  trends  to 
the  westward ;  and  consequently,  that  we  were  within  1* 
of  its  north-eastern  extremity.  For,  if  the  continent  be 
supposed  to  stretch  any  where  to  the  northward  of  Shelat- 
skoi  Noss,  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  so  extraordinary  a  cir- 
cumstance should  not  have  been  mentioned  by  the  Russian 
navigators ;  and  we  have  already  shewn  that  they  make 
mention  of  no  remarkable  promontory  between  the  Ko- 
vyma 
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have  given  this  name  to  the  S.E.  cape  of  the  peninsula  of  the  Tschutski, 
which  was  formerly  called  the  Anadirskoi  Noss. 
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vyma  and  the  Anadir^  except  the  east  cape.  Another  cir- 
cumstance, related  by  Deshneff,  may,  perhaps,  be  thought 
a  further  confirmation  of  this  opinion,  namely,  that  he  met 
with  no  impediment  from  ice  in  navigating  round  the  N.E. 
extremity  of  Asia ;  though,  he  adds,  that  this  sea  is  not  al- 
ways so  free  from  it,  as  indeed  is  manifest  from  the  failure 
of  his  first  expedition,  and  since  that,  from  the  unsuccessful 
attempts  of  ShalauroflT,  and  the  obstacles  we  met  with^  in 
two  difTerent  years,  in  our  present  voyage.' 

The  cotttitient  ]fi!i  ^..determined  in  our  chart  between 
Cape  North,  and  the  mouth  of  the  Kovyma  is,  in  longitu- 
dinai  extent,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  leagues.  One- 
third,  or  about  forty  leagues,  of  this  distance,  ^om  the  Ko- 
vyma eastward,  was  explored  in  the  year  17^3,  by  a  tinbo- 
jarskoi  of  Jakutz,  whose  name  was  Feodor  AmossofF,  by 
whom  Mr  Muller  was  informed,  that  its  direction  was  to 
the  eastward.  It  is  said  to  have  been  since  accurately  sur- 
veyed by  ShalaurofF,  whose  chart  makes  it  trend  to  the 
N.E.  by  £.,  as  far  as  the  Shelatskoi  Noss,  which  he  places 
about  rorty-three  leagues  to  the  eastward  of  the  Kovyma. 
The  space  between  this  Noss  and  Cape  North,  about  eighty- 
two  leagues,  is  therefore  the  only  part  of  the  Russian  em- 
pire that  now  remains  unascertained. 

But  if  the  river  Kovyma  be  erroneously  situated  with  re- 
spect to  its  longitude^  as  well  as  in  its  latitude^  a  supposi- 
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'  It  ought,  however,  to  be  recollected,  that  though  Shalauroff  is  con" 
ceived  never  ti>  nave  doubled  Shelatskoi  Nosb,  he  nevertheless  does  not 
appear  to  have  considered  there  was  any  particular  difficulty  in  doing  so. 
lo  his  first  attempt  to  sail  frora  the  Kovyma  to  the  Eastern  Ocenn,  he 
was  necessitated,  by  contrary  winds,  and  the  too  far  advan  ed  season  of 
the  year,  to  seek  for  a  watering-place,  l)efore  having  reac  led  that  cape. 
In  the  following  year,  again,  he  was  fVustrated  by  want  of  provisions,  and 
a  mutiny  of  his  crew,  which  forced  him  to  return  to  the  Lena.  The  pro- 
gress of  his  last  enterprise  is  somewhat  uncertain,  as  neitiier  he  nor  any 
of  his  crew  ever  returned.  But  there  are  tolerably  good  reasons  for  be» 
lieving,  that,  nt  all  events,  he  had  surmounted  the  navigation  of  this  cape, 
if  not  for  the  opinion,  that  he  actually  accomplished  the  chief  object  of 
his  voyage,  by  bringing  his  vessel  to  the  mouth  of  the  Anadir,  where,  it  is 
on  the  whole  most  probable,  they  were  killed  by  the  Tschutski.  This  last 
circumstance,  however,  it  is  to  be  allowed  Mr  Coxe,  afibrds  no  decisive 
proof  that  they  had  doubled  the  Cdstern  extremity  of  Asia,  for  it  is  possi- 
ble they  might  have  reached  the  Anadir  by  a  journey  over  land.  After 
all,  then,  we  are  forced  to  revert  to  Deshneff's  voyage  as  the  solitary  evi-i 
(lence,  and  that  too  but  impertieclly  elucidated,  of  the  practicability  of 
reaching  the  Easteni  Ocean  bom  the  north  coast  of  Asia.— E.     • 
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tion  for  which  probable  grounds  are  not  wanting^  the  ex* 
tent  of  the  unexplored  coast  will  become  proporlionably 
diminished.  The  leasotis  which  incline  me  to  believe  that 
the  mouth  of  this  river  is  placed  in  the  Russian  charts 
inuch  too  far  to  the  westward,  are  as  follow :  First,  be- 
cause the  accounts  that  arie  given  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Frozen  Sea  from  that  river,  round  the  N.E.  point  of  Asia  to 
the  gulf  of  Anadir,  do  not  accord  with  the  supposed  dis- 
tance between  those  places.  Secondly,  because  the  dis- 
tance oVer  land  f:oOT  the  Kovynia  to  the  Anadir  is  repre- 
sented by  the  early  Russian  travellers  as  a  journey  easily 
performed,  and  of  no  very  extraordinary  length.  Thirdly, 
because  the  coast  from  the  Shelatskoi  Noss  of  Shalauroif « 
seems  to  trend  directly  S.E.  to  the  East  Cape.  If  this  be 
so,  it  will  follow,  that  as  we  were  probably  not  more  than 
1*  to  the  southward  of  Shelatskoi  Noss,  only  sixty  miles  of 
the  Asiatic  coast  remain  unascertained.* 

Had  Captain  Cook  lived  to  this  period  of  oar  voyage^ 
and  experienced,  in  a  second  attempt,  the  impracticability 
of  a  N.E.  or  N.  W.  passage  from  the  Pacific  to  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  he  would  doubtless  have  laid  before  the  publico  ia 
one  connected  view,  an  account  of  the  obstacles  which  de< 
■  !,         ..  .,-te^c:.T.'''"W-'o  ■!  iv:iWviu:>T''««tr'   feated 

'  ♦  See  chart  in  Coxe's  Account  of  RussiaD  Discoveries.  '• '  • ' '  '  "''■"'« 
^  Here,  it  is  not  unlikely,  some  readers  will  feel  regret,  that  a  greater 
sacrifice  was  not  made,  or  a  longer  continued  effort  practised,  or  a  re< 
newed  attempt  hazarded,  in  order  to  overcome  so  inconsiderable  a  space, 
and  so  to  double  Shelatskoi  NosS,  whence,  it  may  be  thou);ht,  there  could 
have  been  compRratively  little  difficulty  in  prosecuting  the  object  of  the 
voyage.  The  feeling  is  not  unreasonable,  provided  it  be  npt  made  the 
basis  of  any  thing  like  censure  on  the  management  of  the  undertaking; 
in  which  casci  it  must  soon  give  way  to  the  conviction  of  the  superior 
good  sense,  and  the  higher  interest  (excluding  altogether,  which  is  mani> 
festly  inhuman,  every  concern  for  the  persons  immediately  engaged  in  the 
enterprise)  displayed  by  the  determination  to  abandon  the  attempt.  To 
the  force  of  this  conviction,  it  may  be  necessary  to  add  the  very  materid 
consideration,  that,  even  had  it  been  any  way  practicable  to  double  the 
cnpe  in  question,  and  to  reach  the  Lena  in  the  same  track  as  Shalaurofl^ 
there  would  have  still  remained  the  space  betwixt  that  river  and  Archan* 
gel,  which,  thc^ugh  undoubtedly  to  a  great  degre*  explored,  does  no''  ap- 
pear to  have  been  ever  altogether  navigated.  To  the  merely  fanciful 
caviller  ut  the  result  of  this  attempt,  it  would  be  a  prostitution  of  time 
and  patience,  even  if  one  had  both  in  the  requisite  quantity,  to  offer  a  re- 
ply. But  the  observations  which  Captain  King  immediately  makes  on  this 
subject,  will  probably  obviate  any  objection  which  the  most  sanguine  minU 
will  be  dispobeil  to  entertain,  and  perhaps  there  was  h'ttle  occasioo  to  sub* 
join  a  single  remark  to  his  opiniou.— £. 
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feated  this,  the  primary  object  of  our  expedition,  together 
with  his  ooservations  on  a  subject  of  such  magnitude,  and 
which  had  engi^ged  the  attention  and^dividcd  the  opiniont 
of  philosophers  and  navigators  for  upward  of  two  hundred 
yean.  I  am  very  sensible  how  unequal  I  am  to  th"  ^sk  of 
supplying  this  deficiency ;  but  that  the  expectations  of  the 
reader  may  not  be  wholly  disappointed,  I  must  beg  his  can- 
did acceptance  of  the  following  observations,  as  well  as  of 
those  I  have  already  ventured  to  offer  him,  relative  to  the 
extent  of  the  N.^.  coast  of  Asia. 

The  evidefice  that  has  been  so  fully  and  judiciously  stated 
in  the  introduction,  amounts  to  the  highest  degree  of  pro- 
bability that  a  N.W.  passage  from  the  Atlantic  into  the 
Pacific  Oce^rv  cannot  exist  to  the  southward  of  65"  of  la- 
titude. If  tl>en  there  exist  a  passage,  it  must  be  eitlier 
through  Baffin's  Bay,  or  round  by  the  north  uf  Greenland, 
in  the  western  hemisphere,  or  else  through  the  Frozen 
Ooeap,  to  tbe  northward  of  Siberia,  in  the  eastern ;  and 
on  whicl^eyer  ^ide  it  lies,  the  navigator  must  fiecessarily 
pass  through  Beering's  Strait.  The  impracticability  of  pe- 
netrating into  the  Atlantic  on  either  side,  through  the  strait/ 
is  thererore  aU  (hat  remains  to  be  submitted  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  public. 

As  far  as  our  experience  went,  it  appears,  that  the  sea  to 
tbe  norih  of  Beering's  Strait  is  clearer  of  ice  in  August  than 
in  jQly*  and  perhaps  in  a  part  of  September  it  may  be  still 
more  free.  But  after  the  equinox  the  days  shorten  so  faM\g 
that  no  farther  thaw  can  be  expected ;  and  we  cannot  ra- 
tionally allow  so  great  an  effect  to  the  warm  weather  in  tbe 
first  half  of  September,  09  to  imagine  it  capable  of  disper- 
sing the  ice  from  the  mo^t  northern  parts  of  the  American 
coast.  But  adn^itting  this  to  be  possible,  it  must  at  least 
be  granted,  that  i(  would  be  madness  to  attempt  to  run 
from  the  Icy  Cape  to  the  known  parts  of  Baffin  s  Bay,  (p. 
distance  of  four  hundred  and  twenty  leagues),  in  so  short  a 
time  as  that  pawage  can  be  supposed  to  continue  open.'^ 
VOL.  XVII.  I  Upon 

(>  This  is  the  onk  point  on  which  it  seems  possiblCvto  question  the  rea- 
soninff  of  Captain  Kmg,  and  that  altogether  on  the  around  of  Mr  M'KeDt- 
/ie's  uifloove^,  which  ofcoMrse  was  not  known  to  that  officer.  In  virti|e 
of  that  discovery,  it  seems  obvious  efiough,  that  the  iin|i||icd  necessity  ^f 
tlie  run  from  the  Icy  Cape  ts  Baffia^s  Bay  in  one  short  season,  according 
to  the  above  argument,  is  re.luced;  thoujjh  it  would  be  erroneous  t^  say, 
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Upon  the  Asiatic  side,  there  appears  still  lest  probabilitv 
of  success,  both  from  what  came  to  our  own  IcDowIedge,  witn 
respect  to  the  stale  of  the  sea  to  the  southward  of  Cape 
North,  and  also  from  what  we  learn  from  the  experience  of 
the  '  lieutenants  under  Becring's  direction,  and  the  journal 
of  Shalauroff,  in  regard  to  that  on  the  north  of  Siberia. 

The  voyage  of  DeshnefT,  if  its  truth  be  admitted,  proves 
undoubtedly  the  possibility  of  passing  round  theN.E.  point 
of  Asia;  but  when  the  reader  reflects  that  near  a  century 
and  a  half  has  elapsed  since  the  time  of  that  navigator, 
during  which,  in  an  age  of  great  curiosity  and  enterprize^ 
no  man  has  yet  been  able  to  follow  him,  be  will  not  enter- 
tain very  sanguine  expectations  of  the  public  advantages 
that  can  be  derived  from  it.  But  let  us  even  suppose,  that 
in  some  singularly  favourable  season  a  ship  has  found  a 
clear  passage  round  the  coast  of  Siberia,  and  is  safely  ar- 
rived at  the  mouth  of  the  Lena,  still  there  remains  the 
Cape  of  Taimura,  stretching  to  the  78*  of  latitude,  which 
the  good  fortune  of  no  single  voyager  has  hitherto  doubled. 

It  ia,  however,  contended,  that  there  ate  strong  reasons 
for  believing  that  the  sea  is  more  free  from  ice  the  nearer 
we  approach  to  the  Pole ;  and  that  all  the  ice  we  saw  in  the 
lower  latitudes  was  formed  in  the  ereat  rivers  of  Siberia  and 
America,  the  breaking  up  of  which  had  filled  the  interme- 
diate sea.  But  even  if  that  supposition  be  true,  it  is  equally 
go,  that  there  can  be  no  access  to  those  open  seas,  unless 
this  great  mass  of  ice  is  so  far  dissolved  in  the  summer  as 
to  admit  of  a  ship's  getting  through  it.  If  this  be  the  fact, 
we  have  taken  a  wrone  time  of  the  year  for  attempting  to 
find  this  passage,  which  should  have  been  explored  in  April 
imd  May,  before  the  rivers  were  broken  up.  But  how  many 
reasons  may  be  given  against  such  a  supposition  i  Our  ex- 
perience at  Saint  Peter  and  Saint  Panl  enabled  us  to  judge 
what  might  be  expected  farther  north ;  and  upon  that 
gromid  we  had  reason  to  doubt  whether  the  continents 
might  not  in  winter  be  even  joined  by  the  ice ;  and  this 
''  agreed 

that  the  importance  of  the  discovery  is  such  as  very  materially  to  iliodify 
<he  occasion  for  so  grieat  a  navigation  at  one  stretch.  But  enough  perhaps 
lias  l>een  said  oa  a  subject,  which  can  scarcely  be  expected  to  cfaini  more 
attention  than  it  has  done  already,  or  which,  if  it  be  yet  destined  to  prompt 
to  farther  undertakings,  will  do  so  for  some  such  reasons,  and  on  sucK 
groands,  as  were  formerly  adverted  to.— E. 
I  See  Gmelin,  pages  369,  374. 
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agreed  wilh  the  stortes  we  heard  in  Kamtschatka^  that  on 
the  Siberian  coast  they  go  out  from  the  shore  in  winter 
upon  the  ice  to  greater  distances  than  the  breadth  of  the 
sea  is  in  some  parts  from  one  continent  to  the  other. 

In  the  depositions  referred  to  above,  the  following  re- 
markable circumstance  is  related.  Speaking  of  the  land 
seen  from  the  Tschukotskoi  Noss,  it  is  said,  *'  that  in  sum- 
mer time  they  sail  it  one  day  to  the  land  in  baidares,  a  sort 
of  vessel  constructed  of  whale-bone,  and  covered  with  seal- 
skins; and  in  winter  lime,  going  swift  with  rein-deer,  the 
journey  may  be  likewise  made  in  one  day."  A  suilicient 
proof  that  the  two  countries  were  usually  joined  together 
Dy  the  ice. 

The  account  given  by  Mr  Muller  of  one  of  the  expedi- 
tions undertaken  to  discover  a  supposed  island  in  the  Fro- 
zen Sea,  is  still  more  remarkable.  "  In  the  year  1 7 14,  a 
new  expedition  was  prepared  from  Jakutzk,  tor  the  same 
place,  under  the  command  of  Alexei  MarkofF,  who  was  to 
sail  from  the  mouth  of  the  Jana ;  and  if  the  Schitiki  were 
not  fit  for  sea-Voyagea,  he  was  to  construct,  at  a  proper 
place,  vessels  fit  for  prosecuting  the  discoveries  without 
danger.  , 

"  On  his  arrival  at  Ust-janskoe  SImovie,  the  port  at 
which  he  was  to  embark,  he  sent  an  account,  dated  Fe- 
bruary 2,  1715,  to  the  Chancery  of  Jakulzk,  mentioning 
that  it  was  impossible  to  navigate  the  sea,  as  it  was  con- 
tinually frozen  both  in  summer  and  winter ;  and  that  con- 
sequently the  intended  expedition  was  no  otherwise  to  be 
carried  on  but  with  sledges  drawn  by  dogs.  In  this  man- 
ner he  accordingly  set  out,  with  nine  persons,  on  the  10th 
of  March  the  same  year,  and  returned  on  the  3d  of  April, 
to  Ust-janskoe  Simovie.  The  account  of  his  journey  is  as 
follows :  That  he  vreni  seven  days  as  fast  as  his  dogs  could 
draw  him,  (which,  in  good  wnys  and  weather,  is  eighty  or 
a  hundred  wersts  in  a  day)  directly  towards  the  north,  upoii 
the  ice,  wTthoiit  discovering  any  island ;  that  it  had  not 
been  possible  for  him  to  proceed  any  farther,  the  ice  rising 
theire  m  the  sea  like  mountains ;  that  he  had  climbed  to  the 
top  of  some  of  them,  whence  he  was  able  to  see  to  a  great 
distance  round  about  him,  but  could  discern  no  appearance 
of  land  ;  and  that  at  last  wanting  food  for  his*  dogs,  many 
of  them  died,  which  obliged  hito  to  return." 

Besides  these  arguments,  which  proceed  upon  an  admis- 
sion 


i 


if- 


'i '    1 

i'  if 


I- 


/> 


I'  i 


*>« 


. 


.inm. 


■I  ff.f ' 


■:'M 


^: 


152  Modern  Circumnavigatiom.     part  hi.  book  hi. 

tion  of  the  hypolheiis,  that  the  ice  in  those  leaa  cotnrs 
from  the  rivers,  there  nre  others  which  civc  great  room  to 
suspect  the  truth  of  the  hypothesis  itself.  Captain  Cook, 
whose  opinion  respecting  the  formation  of  ice  had  formerly 
coincided  with  that  of  the  theorists  we  arc  now  controvert- 
ing, found  abundant  reason,  in  the  present  voyage,  for 
changing  his  sentiments.  We  found  the  coast  of  each 
continent  to  be  low,  the  soundings  gradually  decreasing 
toward  them,  and  a  striking  reserablance  between  the  two  ; 
which,  together  with  the  description  Mr  Heame  gives  of 
the  copper-mine  river,  afford  reason  to  conjecture,  that 
whatever  rivers  may  empty  themselves  into  the  Frozen  Sea, 
from  the  American  continent,  are  of  the  same  nature  with 
those  on  the  Asiatic  side,  which  are  represented  to  be  so 
shollow  at  the  entrance,  as  to  admit  only  small  vessels ; 
whereas  the  ice  we  have  seen  rises  above  the  level  of  the 
tea  to  a  height  equal  to  the  depth  of  those  rivers,  so  that 
its  entire  height  must  be  at  least  ten  times  greater. 

The  curious  reader  will  also,  in  this  place,  be  led  n^u- 
lally  to  reflect  on  another  circumstance,  which  appear* 
very  incompatible  with  the  opinion  of  those  who  imagine 
laud  to  be  necessary  for  the  formation  of  ice }  I  mean  the 
different  state  of  the  sea  about  Spitsbergen,  and  to  the 
north  of  Beering's  Struit.  It  is  incumbent  on  them  to  ex- 
plain how  it  comes  to  pass,  that  in  the  former  quarter,  and 
in  the  vicinity  of  much  known  land,  the  navigator  annually 
penetrates  to  near  80*  N.  latitude ;  whereas,  on  the  other 
side,  his  utmost  efforts  have  not  been  able  to  carry  him 
beyond  7 1" ;  where,  moreover,  the  continents  diverge  near- 
ly £.  and  W.,  and  where  there  is  no  land  yet  known  to  ex- 
ist near  the  Pole.  For  the  farther  satisfaction  of  the  reader 
on  this  point,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  refer  him  to  Obtervatidnis 
made  during  a  Voyage  round  the  World,  by  Dr  Forster,  where 
he  will  find  the  question  of  the  formation  of  ice  fully  and 
satisfactorily  discussed,  and  the  probability  of  open  polar 
seas  disproved  by  a  variety  of  powerful  arguments.^ 

J  shall  conclude  these  remarks  with  a  short  comparative 


HU}  -v- 


view 


*  Tike  reader  mav  recollect  that  his  attention  was  formerly  directed  to 
the  same  work,  and  for  the  same  reason.  It  ought  now  to  be  remarked, 
that  the  subject  has  very  recently  attracted  much  attention  by  the  addi> 
tional  enquiries  and  obeervationsof  Mr  ScorMby,a8  communicated  to  the 
Wemerian  Society  of  Edinburgh,  and  which  arc  likely  to  lead  to  some 
important  results.— £.         .. 
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view  of  the  progress  we  made  to  the  northward,  at  the  two 
difTerent  leaaoDt  we  were  engaged  in  that  puriuit,  together 
with  a  tew  general  observations  relative  to  the  sea,  and  the 
coasts  of  the  two  continents,  which  lie  to  the  north  ofBeer- 
ing's  Strait. 

It  may  be  observed,  that  in  the  year  1778  we  did  not 
meet  with  the  ice  till  we  advanced  to  the  latitude  of  70*,  on 
August  17th,  and  that  then  we  found  it  in  compact  bodies, 
extendinjg  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  and  of  which  a 
part  or  the  whole  was  moveable,  Mnce,  by  ila  drifting  dowa 
upon  us,  we  narrowly  escaped  being  hemmed  in  between  it 
and  the  land.  After  experiencing  both  how  fruitless  and 
dangerous  it  would  be  to  attempt  to  penetrate  farther  north, 
helwecn  the  ice  and  the  land,  we  stood  over  toward  tho 
Asiatic  side,  between  the  latitude  69°  and  70*,  frequently 
encountering  in  this  tract  large  and  extensive  fields  of  ice ; 
and  though,  by  reason  of  the  fogs  and  thickness  of  the 
weather,  we  were  not  able  absolutely  and  entirely  to  trace 
a  connected  line  of  it  across,  yet  we  were  sure  to  meet  with 
it  before  we  reached  the  latitude  of  70%  whenever  we  at« 
tempted  to  stand  to  the  northward.  On  the  26th  of  Aq- 
gust,  in  latitude  69i*,  and  longitude  184*,  we  were  ob- 
Rlrucled  by  it  in  such  quantities,  as  made  it  impossible  for 
us  to  pass  either  to  the  north  or  west^  and  obliged  us  to  run 
along  the  edge  of  it  to  the  S.S.  W.,  till  we  saw  land,  which 
we  afterward  found  to  be  the  co^st  of  Asia.  With  the 
season  thus  far  advanced,  the  weather  setting  in  with  snow 
and  sleet,  and  other  signs  of  aftproaching  winter,  we  aban> 
doped  our  enlerprize  mr  that  time. 

In  this  second  attempt  w6  could  do  little  irvure  than  con- 
firm  the  observations  we  had  made  in  tht  arsit ;  for  we  were 
never  able  to  approach  the  contineni  o(  Asia  higher  than 
the  latitude  67*,  nor  that  of  America  la  a«iy  parts,  except* 
ing  a  few  leagues  between  the  latitude  Q>f  68*'  and  68°  SO'^ 
that  were  not  seen  the  last  year.  \\  t  were  now  obstructed 
by  ice  3*  lower,  and  our  endeavours  to  push  farther  to  Uie 
northward  were  principally  confined  to  the  mid-space  be- 
tween the  two  coasts.  We  penetrated  near  S*  farther  on 
the  American  side  than  on  ttie  Asiatic,  meeting  with  the 
ice  both  years  sooner,  and  in  greater  quantities  on  the  lat- 
ter coast.  As  we  advanced  N.,  we  still  found  the  ice  more 
compact  and  solid ;  yet,  as  in  our  different  traverses  from 
side  to  side,  we  passed  over  spaces  which  had  before  been 

covered 


if 


:■'.  i 


>, 


*^' 


1 34  Modern  CircumMvigaiiont'     rxvt  iii.  book  m* 

covered  with  it,  we  conjectured  that  most  of  what  we  s^w 
was  moveable.  Its  height,  on  a  medium,  we  took  to  be 
from  <^ight  to  ten  feet,  and  that  of  the  highest  to  have  been 
sixteen  or  eighteen.  We  again  tried  the  currents  twice, 
and  found  them  unequal,  but  never  to  exceed  one  mile  an 
jhour.  By  comparing  the  reckoning  with  the  observations. 
We  a1$w>  found  tne  current  to  set  different  ways,  yet  more 
from  the  S.W.  than  any  other  quarter;  but  whatever  their 
direction  might  be,  their  effect  was  so  trifling,  that  no  con- 
clusions respecting  the  existence  of  any  passage  to  the 
northward  could  be  drawn  from  them.  W6  found  the  month 
of  July  to  he  infinitely  colder  than  that  of  August.  The 
thermometer  in  July  was  once  at  28*,  and  very  commonly 
'*X  30* ;  whereas  the  last  year,  in  August,  it  was  very  rare  to 
have  it  so  low  as  the  free;sing  point.  In  both  season?  we 
had  some  high  winds^  all  of  which  came  from  the  S.W.  We 
were  subject  to  fogs  whenever  the  wind  was  moderate,  from 
whatever  quarter,  but  they  attended  southerly  winds  luore 
constantly  than  contrary  ones.' 

The  straits  between  the  two  continents,  at  their  nearest 
approach  in  latitude  60*,  were  ascertained  to  be  thirteen 
leagues,  beyond  which  they  diverge  to  N.E.  by  £.  ^nd 
W.N.W. ;  and  in  latitude  69*>  they  become  14*  of  longU 
tude,  or  about  one  hundred  leagues  asunder.  A  great  simi- 
larity is  observable  in  the  appearance  of  the  two  countries, 
to  the  northward  of  the  straits.  Both  are  destitute  of 
wood.  The  shores  are  low,  with  mountains  rising  to  a  great 
height  farther  up  the  country.  The  depth  of  water  in  the 
mid-way  between  them  was  twenty-nine  and  thirty  fathoms, 
decreasmg  gradually  a^  we  approached  either  continent, 
with  the  difference  of  being  somewhat  shoaler  on  the  Ame- 
rican than  on  the  Asiatic  coast,  at  the  same  distance  from, 
land.  The  bottom  in  the  middle  was  a  soft  slimy  mud,  and 
on  drawing  near  to  either  shore,  a  brown  sand,  intermixed 
with  small  fragments  of  bones,  and  a  few  shells.  We  ob- 
served but  little  tide  or  current;  what  there  was  came  from 
the  westward. 

But  it  is  now  time  to  resume  the  narrative  of  our  voyage, 
which  was  broken  off  on  the  Slst  of  July,  on  which  day  at 

noon 

•  It  is  worth  while  to  remember  that  a  corresponding  observation  as  to 
t}ie  comparative  prevalence  of  fogs  during  a  nortiierly  wind,  was  irtade  in 
f  book's  second  voyage  when  navigating  ip  a  high  south  latitiide.— £.    ^  '^ 
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noon 


noon  we  had  advanced  eighteen  leagues  to  tSe  southward 
of  the  East  Cape. 

We  had  light  airs  from  the  S.W.,  till  noon  of  the  1st  of 
August,  at  which  time  our  latitude,  by  observation,  was 
64°  83',  longitude  189**  15' ;  the  coast  of  Asia  extended  , 
from  N.W.  by  W.  to  W.  \  S » distant  about  twelve  leagues; 
and  the  land  to  the  eastward  of  St  Laurence  bore  S.  |  W. 
On  the  2d,  the  weather  becoming  clear,  we  saw  the  same  , 
land  at  noon,  bearing  from  W.S.W.  4  W.  to  S.E.,  making 
in  a  number  of  high  hummocks,  which  had  the  appearance  - 
of  separate  islands;  the  latitude,  by  observation,  was  64*  5'> 
longitude  189**  (28',  and  depth  of  water  seventeen  fathoms. , 
We  did  not  approach  this  laqd  sufficiently  near  to  deter- 
mine whether  it  was  one  island,  or  composed  to  a  cluster 
together,  "^'^iii  westernmost  part  we  passed  July  3d,  in  the 
evening,  and  then  supposed  to  be  the  island  of  St  Lau- 
rence ;  the  easternmost  we  ran  close  by  in  September  last 
year,  and  this  we  named  Gierke's  Island,  and  found  it  to 
consist  of  a  number  of  high  clitfs,  joined  together  by  very 
low  land.    Though  we  mistook  the  last  year  those  cliffs  for 
separate  islands,  till  we  approached  very  near  the  shore^  [ 
should  still  conjecture  that  the  island  Saint  Laurence  was 
distinct  from  Gierke's  Island,  since  there  appeared  a  consi* 
derable  space  between  them,  where  we  could  not  perceive 
the  smallest  rising  of  ground.*^    In  the  afternoon  we  also 
saw  what  bore  the  appearance  of  a  small  island  to  the  N.^» 
of  the  land  which  was  seen  at  noon,  and  which,  from  the 
haziness  of  the  weather,  we  had  only  sight  of  once.    We 
estimated  its  distance  to  be  nineteen  leagues  from  the  island 
of  St  Laurence,  in  a  N.E.  by  £.  \  £.  direction.  On  the  Sd, 
we  had  light  variable  winds,  and  directed  our  course  round 
the  N.W.  point  of  the  island  of  Saint  Laurence.    On  the 
4th,  at  noon,  our  latitude  by  account  was  64*  8',  longitude 
188*;  the  island  Saint  Laurence  bearing  S.  {  E.,  distant 
seven  leagues.     In  the  afternoon,  v.  fresh  breeze  springing 
up  from  ttie  £.,  we  steered  to  the  S.S.W.,  and  soon  lost 
sight  of  Saint  Laurence.   On  the  7th,  at  noon,  the  lai^itude 
by  observation  was  59*  38',  longitude  183^    In  the  after- 
noon it  fell  calm,  and  we  got  a  great  number  of  cod  in  se- 
verily-eight  fathoms  of  water.   The  variation  was  found  to 
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'°  But  this  opinion  is  not  admitted  by  Mr  Arrowsmith,  who  has  given 
but  one  island  ui  this  position,  as  we  have  already  mentioned.— £. 
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be  19"  £.  From  this  time  to  the  l7th«  we  were  making  the 
best  of  our  way  to  the  S.,  without  any  occurrence  worth  re* 
marking,  except  that  the  wind  coming  from  the  western 
quarter,  forced  us  farther  to  the  eastward  than  we  wished, 
as  it  was  our  intention  to  make  Beering's  Island. 

On  the  t7th,  at  half-past  four  in  the  morning,  we  saw 
land  to  the  N.W.,  which  we  could  not  approachj  the  ^ind 
blowing  from  that  quarter.  At  noon,  the  latitude  by  obser- 
vation was  5S*  4</,  longitude  168*  5',  and  variation  10"  E. 
The  land  in  sight  bore  N.  by  W.  twelve  or  fourteen  leagues 
distant.  This  land  we  take  to  be  the  island  Mednoi,  laid 
down  in  the  Russian  charts  to  the  S.E.  of  Beering's  Island. 
It  is  higb  land,  and  appeared  clear  of  snow.  We  place  it 
in  the  latitude  54'  28',  longitude  167*  59^.  We  got  no 
soundings  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  fathoms  of  line. 

Captam  Gierke  was  now  no  longer  able  to  get  out  of  his 
bed ;  he  therefore  desired  that  the  officers  would  receive 
their  orders  from  me,  and  directed  that  we  should  proceed 
with  all  speed  to  Awatska  Bay.  The  wind  continuing  west- 
erly, we  stood  on  to  the  S.,  till  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
19th,  when,  after  a  few  hours  rain,  it  blew  from  the  east- 
ward, and  freshened  to  a  strong  gale.  We  accordingly 
made  the  most  of  it  whilst  it  lasted,  by  standing  to  the 
vrestward  pnder  all  the  sail  we  could  carry.  On  the  SOlh, 
the  wind  shifting  to  the  S.W.,  our  course  was  to  the 
W.N.W.  At  noon,  the  latitude  by  observation  was  53'  T, 
longitude  162*49'.  On  the  21st,  at  half-past  five  in  the 
morning,  we  saw  a  very  high  peaked  mountain  on  the  coast 
of  Kamtschatka,  called  Cheepoonskoi  Mountain,  from  its 
lying  behind  the  Noss,  bearing  N.  W.  by  N.,  twenty-five  or 
tmrty  leagues  distant.  At  noon,  the  coast  extended  from 
N.  by  E.  to  W.,  with  a  very  great  haziness  upon  it,  and  dis- 
tani  aboat  twelve  leagues.  We  had  !<ght  airs  the  remaiii- 
ing  part  of  this  and  the  following  day,  and  got  no  sound- 
ings with  one  hundred  and  forty  t'athoqis  of  line. 

On  the  22d  of  August,  1779*  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, departed  this  life  Captain  Charles  Clerke,  in  the  thirty- 
eighth  year  of  his  ^ge.  He  died  of  a  consumption,  which 
)iHd  evidently  commenced  before  he  left  England,  and  of 
which  he  had  lingered  during  the  whole  voyage.   His  ver^ 

gradual  decay  had  long  made  him  a  melancholy  object  to 
is  friends ;  yet  the  equanimity  with  which  he  bore  it,  the 
constant  flow  of  good  spirits  which  cuntinued  to  the  last 

hour. 


l,iM..w.wn«^^  I  ■■«|ijgH4«M«M 


''ff- 


<.iMHiBVfA<»*l 


CHAP.  ▼!•  sect.  IV.    Obtain  Kit^*t  JoumaU 


■'iPlf  -  \ 


bour*  and  a  cheerful  resignation  to  his  fate,  afforded  th^m 
gome  consolation.  It  was  impossible  not  to  feel  a  more  than  . 
common  degree  of  compassion  for  a  person  whose  life  had 
been  a  continued  scene  of  those  difficultiefi  and  hardship! 
to  which  a  seu*ran*8  occupation  is  subject,  and  under  which 
be  at  last  sunk.    He  was  brought  up  to  the  navy  fi  om  his  |^ 
earliest  youth,  and  had  been  in  several  actions  during  the 
war  which  began  in  17^6,  particularly  in  that  between  the 
Bellona  and  Courageux,  where,  bemg  stationed  in  the 
niizen-top,  he  was  carried  overboard  with  the  mast,  bub 
was  taken  up  without  having  received  any  hurt.    He  was 
midshipman  in  the  Dolphin,  commanded  by  Commodore- 
Byron,  on  her  first  voyage  round  the  world,  and  afterward 
served  on  the  American  station.    In  1768,  he  made  his  se- 
cond voyase  round  the  world  in  the  Endeavour,  as  master's 
mate,  and  by  the  promotion  which  took  place  during  the 
expedition,  he  returned  a  lieutenant.    His  third  voyage 
round  the  World  was  in  the  Resolution,  of  which  he  was  ap-  . 
pointed  the  second  lieutenant ;  and  soon  after  his  return 
m  17759  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  master  and  com- 
mander.   When  the  pr<  sent  expedition  was  ordered  to  be 
fitted  out,  he  was  ap,       i^d  to  the  Discovery,  to  accom- 
pany Captain  Cook  ?  >    \,  by  the  death  of  the  latter,  suc- 
ceeded, as  hais  been  v.uiiady  mentioned,  to  the  chief  com- 
mand, .r 
It  would  be  doing  his  memory  extreme  infustice  not  id 
say,  that  during  the  short  time  the  expedition  was  undet 
his  direction,  he  was  must  zealous  and  anxious  for  its  suc- 
cess.   His  health,  about  the  time  the  principal  command 
devolved  upon  him,  began  to  decline  very  rapidly,  and  w^ 
6veiy  way  unequal  to  encounter  the  rigours  of^a  high  north- 
em  climate.    But  the  vigour  and  activity  of  his  mind  had, 
in  no  dhape,  snfiered  by  the  d^cay  of  his  body ;  and  though 
he  kqew,  that  by  delaying  his  return  to  a  warmer  climate, 
he  was  giving  up  the  only  chance  that  remained  for  bis  re- 
covery, yet,  careful  and  jealous  to  the  last  degree,  that  a 
regard  to  his  own  situation  should  never  bias  his  judgment 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  service,  he  persevered  in  the  search 
of  a  passage,  till  it  was  the  opinion  of  every  officer  in  both 
ships  that  it  was  impracticable,  and  that  any  farther  at^ 
jtempls  would  not  only  be  fruitleds  but  dangerous. 
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Return  to  the  Harbour  of  Saint  Peter  and  St  Paul — Pro- 
motion of  O^cera.— 'Funeral  of  Captain  Gierke. — Damages 
of  the  Viscoveri/  repaired. — Vaiioua  other  Occupations  of 
the  Ships'  Crews  ■■  Letters  from  the  Convmander. — Supply., 
of  Flour  atui  N;  J  Stores  from  a  Russian  Galliot. — ifc-  , 
count  of  an  Eiiie. — Bear-hunting  and  Fishing  Parties.^- 
Dis^race  of  the  Serjeant. —  Celebration  of  the  king's  CorO' 
vatton  Day,  and  Visit  from  the  Commander. — The  Serjeant 
reinstated. — A  Russian  Soldier  promoted  at  our  Request, 
— Remarks  on  the  Discipline  of  the  Russian  Army. — Church 
at  Paratounca. — Method  of  Bear-hunting. — Farther  Ac- 
count of  the  Bears  and  Kamtschadales. — Inscription  to  the 
Memory  of  Captain  Clerke. — Supply  of  Cattle. — Enter- 
fainments  on  the  Empresses  Name  Day. — Present  from  the 
Commander. — Attempt  of  a  Marine  to  desert. — fVork  out 
of  the  Bay.-^  Nautical  and  Gtosraphical  Description  of 
Awataka  Bay. — Astronomical  Twles  and  Observations. 

1  SENT  Mr  Williamson  to  acquaint  Captain  Gore  with 
the  death  of  Captain  Clerke,  and  received  a  letter  from 
\^\va,  ordering  me  to  use  all  my  endeavours  to  keep  in  comr 
pany  with  tlie  Discovery ;  and,  in  case  of  a  separation,  to 
make  the  best  of  my  way  to  the  harbour  of  Saint  Peter  and 
Saint  Paul.  At  noon,  we  were  in  latitude  53°  8'  N.,  ionei- 
lude  l60*  40'  E.,  with  Clieepoonskoi  Noss  bearing  W.  We 
had  light  airs  in  the  afternoon,  which  lasted  through  the 
forenoon  of  the  28d.  At  noon,  a  fresh  breeze  springing  up 
from  the  eastward,  we  stood  in  for  the  entrance  of  Awatska 
Bay ;  and,  at  six  in  the  evening,  saw  it  bearing  W.N.W. 
I  W.,  distant  five  leagues.  At  eight,  the  light-house,  in 
vrhich  we  now  found  a  good  light,  bore  ^I.W.  by  W.,  three 
miles  distant.  The  wind  about  this  time  died  away;  but 
the  tide  being  in  our  favour,  we  sent  the  boats  ahead,  and 
towed  beyond  the  narrow  parts  ot  the  entrance ;  and,  at  one 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  24th,  the  ebb  tide  setting 
against  us,  we  dropped  anchor.  At  nine  we  weighed,  and 
iurnied  up  the  bay  with  light  airs,  and  the  boats  still  ahead 
till  one ;  when,  by  the  help  of  a  fresh  breeze,  we  anchored 
before  three  in  the  afternoon  in  the  harbour  of  Saint  Peter 
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and  Saint  Paul,  with  our  ensign  half  staff  up,  on  aceonqk  of 
our  carrying  the  bodyof  our  late  captain,  and  were  toon 
after  followed  hy  the  Discovery. 

We  bad  no  sooner  anchored  than  our  old  friend  the  ser- , 
jeant,  who  was  still  the  commander  of  the  place,  came  oa 
board  with  a  present  of  berries,  intended  for  our  poor  de- 
ceased captain.  He  was  exceedingly  affected  when  we  told 
him  of  his  deaths  and  shewed  him  the  coffin  that  containr 
ed  his  body.   And  as  it  was  Captain  Gierke's  particular  re- 
quest  to  be  buried  on  shore,  and,  if  possible,  in  the  church 
of  ParatouncB,  we  took  the  present  opportunity  of  explain?, 
ing  this  matter  to  the  Serjeant,  and  consulting  with  him 
about  the  proper  steps  to  be  taken  on  the  occasion.  In  the 
course  of  ovv  conversation,  which,  for  want  of  an  interpre- 
ter, was  carried  on  but  imperfectly,  we  learned  that  Pro- 
fessor De  L'Isle  and  several  other  gentlemen  who  died  here» 
had  been  buried  in  the  ground  near  the  barracks  at  the 
9Urog  of  Saint  Peter  and  Saint  Paul's ;  and  that  this  place 
would  b  i  preferable  to  Paratounca,  as  the  church  was  to  be 
remove  1  thither  the  next  year.  It  was  therefore  determined 
that  we  should  wait  for  the  arrival  of  the  priest  of  Paraf 
tounca,  whom  the  serjeant  advised  us  to  send  for,  as  thO; 
only  person  that  could  satisfy  our  enquiries  on  this  subject. . 
The  serjeant  havinf;,  at  the  same  time,  signified  his  inten- 
tion of  sending  ofJP  an  express  to  the  commander  at  BoU, 
cheretsk,  to  acquaint  him  with  our  arrival,  Captain  Gore 
availed  himself  of  that  occasion  of  writing  him  a  letter,  in 
which  he  requested  that  sixteen  head  of  black  cattle  might 
be  sent  with  all  possible  expedition.  And  because  the  com^ 
mander  did  not  laiderstand  any  language  except  his  own, 
the  nature  of  our  request  v.  as  made  known  to  the  serjeant, 
who  readily  undertook  to  send,  along  with  our  letter,  aa 
explanation  of  its  contents. 

We  could  not  help  remarking,  that,  although  the  coun- 
try was  much  improved  in  its  appearance  since  we  were  last 
here,  the  Russians  looked,  if  possible,  worse  now  than  they 
did  then.  It  is  to  be  owned,  they  observed,  that  this  wa^ 
also  the  case  with  us ;  and,  as  neither  party  seemed  to  like 
to  be  told  of  their  bad  looks,  we  found  mutual  consolation 
iu  throwing  the  blame  upon  the  country,  whose  green  and 
lively  complexion,  we  agreed,  cast  a  deadnesi  «nd  sallow^ 
ness  upon  our  own. 
The  eruption  of  the  volcanOf  which  was  so  violeqt  when 
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We  Aliiled  out  of  th^  i>a,^,  W6  fblltid  had  done  no  dami^ge 
hiere,  odlti^thktftndihg  stbn6d  h!dd  fallen  at  the  05/rb^  of  the 
■ize  of  a  goose's  egg.  This  was  all  the  news  We  haa  to  eh- 
ifiAt^ttiM,  dhd  ill  (hey  had  to  tell,  excepting  thdt  of  the 
ait)(hrAi  bt  S6{iosnf koff  frbm  Obnalashka,  who  tdok  eharge 
of  thti  packet  Ca|[)tairi  Cook  had  seht  to  the  Admiralty, 
ahi]  Whtch,  it  gave  us  much  satisfaction  Co  find,  had  been 
ftfrwafded. 

In  the  mornine;  ^i  ^  tSlh,  Captatin  Gore  made  out  the 
nbw  cotedri^ions,  '  consequence  of  Captain  Clt/ke'a 
death,  abp'Oittting  himself  to  the  command  of  the  Resolu- 
tion, itia  me  to  the  cdriitnand  of  the  Discovery ;  atid  Mr 
lAtry&h,  master's  mat^  of  the  Resolution,  who  had  Served 
in  that  capacity  on  board  the  Adventure  in  the  former 
vdyafee,  ^as  proni(oted  to  the  ydcant  lienteharicy.    These 

EolnHotions  produced  the  following  farther  arfangemeniis : 
^ntehanti  Bnrney  and  Rickma^  were  removed  from  me 
BiiK;overy  to  be  first  and  secOiVd  tietrtenants  of  the  ^kesdfu- 
tion  ;  and  lieutenant  W'^Miamsotr  was  appointed  IT^st  li^ii- 
tenfat^t  Of  the  Discovery.    Captain  Gore  also  pi^ritoitt^d  itie 
to  take  ihto  the  Discovery  four  midshipmen,  ^hohad  mad^ 
themselves  useful  to  me  in  astronomical  calculations,  and 
whose  assistance  ^tit  now  particular^  ni^ce^saryi  aJs  vre  had 
n'O  ephMUHi  fdi  the  pr^sebt  ye«r.    And,  that  aiti^onoinicaf 
ob8<e|rv^ti6ns  might  eontiniie  to  be  ma'de  in  both  ships,  Mr 
Bttfiey  took  my  place  in  the'  Res61ntion.  The  s^e  day  we 
Were  Visited  By  the  Pope  Rdmahoff  Vereshagen,  the  worthy 
mini  of  Paratotihca;    He  expressed  his  sorrow  at  the 
dieath  of  Captain  Clerke  in  a  mumier  that  did  honour  tc  hh 
fe<iliifgs',  and  confihhed  the  account  given  by  the  serjeant 
resrbiedtin^^  the  rntended  removal  of  the  church  to  the  hair- 
libur,  adding,  that  the  timber  Wa&  actually  pre||>ai'ing,  but 
leaving  tl;ie  choice  of  either  place  entirdy  to  Cd(^fain  Goire. 
The  D'i8<ioVeVy,  its  h^s  been  ibentibhed,  had  suffered 
fpteit  dahiagie  fro^  the  iee,  jbat'ticularly  on  the  2dd  day  of 
July;  and  haVingeV^r  sinc^e  been  Exceedingly  leaky,  it  was 
imagined  that  ^onie  of  bier  timbers  had  started.     Captain 
Gore  therefore  sent  the  earperttei^  of  the  Resolution  to  ais- 
sist  otir  oWn  in  repairing  hei' ;  and,  accordingly,  the  fore- 
hbld  beitig  cleared^  to  lii^Hten  her  forif  ard,  they  were  set  to 
vTofk,  to  rip  tRe  damaged' sheathing  from  the  larboard  bow. 
This  operation  discovered,  that  three  feet  of  the  third 
strake,  urtdcr  the  wale,  were  staved,  arid  the  thhbers  within 
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started.  A  tent  was  i^iext  erecjted  for  th^  accommpdfttioj;! 
of  such  of  our  pepp,le  as  were  eipployed  o^  shpF^ ;  a^d  « 
party  we^e  sent  a  niijlie  into  tbi^  country,  to  the  nprtl^war^ 
of  the  harbour,  to  fell  tirohisr.  The  obiter vatoiries  were 
erected  at  the  west  end  of  the  villagef  near  a  tent  in  which 
Caotain  Gpre  and  myself  took  up  our  abode. 

The  farther  we  proceeded  in  reiQoving  the  s|ieathi|ig«  t,hje 
more  we  drsuovered  of  the  decayed,  state  of  the  ship's  hnll* 
The  aext  morning,  ei^ht  feet  oi  a  plank  in  the  w/u^  ver^ 
found  to  be  so  p  .seemingly  ro^tep,  as  to  m^^e  ijt  n^eMary 
to  shift  it.  This  eft  us  for  some  tl^n^'at  a  stai»d#  as  no^hiPS 
was  tp  be  found  in  either  ship  wherewith  tp  repUijQe  it,  uor 
less  we  chose  to  cut  up  a  top-m^st,  an  expedient  npt  to  be 
had  recourse  to,  till  all  others  failed*  The;  carpeQtei[s  were, 
therefore,  sent  on  shore  ip  th^  ^fternpon,  ifi  search  of  a  tree 
big  enpugh  for  the  purppse*  Luckily  they  found  a  birich* 
which  X  believe  was  the  only  one  of  sufficipnt  size  iq  the 
whple  neighbpurhopd  of  the  bay,  and  whi^h  had  beep 
sawe^  doiyn  by  us  wtien  we  were  last,  here ;  so  that  it  had 
the  advt^ntage  of  having  lain  some  tiqie  to  seM9P<  This 
was  shipped  on  the  spot,  aqd  brought  6x\  board  the;  nexit 
morning. 

As  the  seiispn  w^s  now  so  far  advpncCjd,  I  was  fearful  le^ 
any  delay  or  hindrance  should  arise,  on  our  p^'  tp  Cap- 
tain Gore's  farther  views  of  discovery,  ur^d  therefore  ga^'^ 
orders  that  no  more  sheathing  should  be  ripped  off  tbaa 
was  absolutely  necessary  for  repairing  the  damages  sm^U^op 
e^  by  the  ice.  Thi^  I  did,  being  apprehensive  pf  their 
meeting  with  more  decayed  planks,  which,  I  judg/ed,  ha4 
miich  bjBlter  remain  in  that  state,  th^Q  b^  fi!Ued  up  with 
gjfe^a  b|rcH«  upon  a  supposition  that  such  w^^ito  be  h^ 
All  h^ivls  were  at  p^ei^ni  bq^i^  eqiployea  in  separ^^^  d%- 
tie^,  that  every  thing  might  be  in  rea^it^^s  for  sea  agaiaatt 
the  time  our  carpenters  should  have  j^ni^bed  their  work. 
We  set  ap,%i^t  four  men  to  haul  the  s^eine  for  salmon^  which 
were  caught  in  great  Abundance,  and  found  to  be  of  an  e^- 
cejlent  (j[uality.  After  sypplying  (lie  immediate  wapls  pf 
both  ships,  we  salted  dov/n  near  a  hogsbief^d  ja  A^y.  The  in- 
valids^ wno  were  four  in  numberj  w^re  employed  in  gaUic)-. 
iijig  greens,  and  in  cookipg  for  the  pari^  on  shore.  Ojur 
upvrder  was  also  landed,  in  order  to  be  ^x\p^ ;  and  the  fear 
hprse  blubber,  with  which  both  ships,  in  our  passage  to  the 
aorih,  (as  has  been  before  related^)  ha^  stored  themselves, 
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^as  now  boiled  down  for  oil,  which  wai  become  a  necessary 
article,  our  candies  having  long  since  been  expended.  The 
cooper  was  fully  engaged  in  his  department ;  and  in  this 
maimer  were  both  shins'  companies  employed  in  their  se- 
veral occupations,  till  Saturday  afternoon,  which  was  given 
up  to  all  our  men,  except  the  carpenters,  for  the  purpose  of 
wasliing  their  linen,  and  getting  their  clothes  in  some  lit- 
tle order,  that  they  might  make  a  decent  appearance  dn 
Snndav. 

In  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  we  paid  the  last  offices  to 
Captain  Gierke.  The  officers  and  men  of  both  ships  walk- 
ed in  procession  to  the  grave,  whilst  the  ships  fired  minute- 
guns;  and  the  service  being  ended,  the  marines  fired  three 
voUies.  He  was  interred  under  a  tree  which  stands  on  ri- 
sing ground,  in  the  valley  to  the  north  side  of  the  harbour, 
where  the  hospital  and  store-houses  are  situated  ;  Captain 
Gore  having  judged  this  situation  most  agreeable  to  the 
last  wishes  of  the  deceased,  for  the  reasons  above-mention- 
ed ;  and  the  priest  of  Paratounca  having  pointed  out  a 
spot  for  his  grave,  which,  he  said,  would  be,  as  near  as  he 
could  guess,  in  the  centre  of  the  new  church.  This  reve- 
rend pastor  walked  in  the  procession  along  with  the  gen- 
tleman who  read  the  service ;  and  all  the  Russians  in  the 
garrison  were  assembled,  and  attended  with  great  respect 
and  solemnity. 

On  the  SOth,  the  different  parties  returned  to  th^ir  re- 
spective employments,  as  mentioned  in  the  course  of  the 
preceding  week ;  and,  on  the  2d  of  September,  the  cai'pen- 
ters  having  shifted  the  rotten  and  damaged  planks,  ana  re- 
paired and  caulked  the  sheathing  of  the  larboard  bow,  pro- 
ceeded to  rip  off  the  sheathing  that  had  been  injureo  by 
the  ice,  from  the  starboard  side.  Here  again  they  disco- 
vered four  feat  of  a  plank,  in  the  third  strake  und6r  th6 
wale,  so  shaken,  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  b6  feptaced. 
This  was  accordingly  done,  and  the  sheathing  repaired  on 
the  Sd.  In  the  anernoon  of  the  same  day,  we  got  oh 
board  some  ballast,  unhung  the  rudder,  and  sent  it  on  shore, 
the  lead  of  the  pintles  being  found  entirely  worn  away,  and 
a  great  part  of  the  sheathing  rubbed  off.  As  the  carpenters 
of  the  Resolution  were  not  yet  wanted,  we  got  this  set  to 
rights  the  next  day,  but  finding  the  rudder  out  of  all  pro- 
portion heavy,  even  heavier  than  that  of  the  Resolution,  we 
let  it  remain  on  shore  in  order  to  dry  aod  lighten. 
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'^The  same  day  an  ensign  orrived  from  Bolcheretsk  with 
a  letter  frum  the  commander  to  Captain  Gore,  whieh  we 
put  into  the  Serjeant's  hands,  and,  by  his  aesiatance,  were 
made  to  understand,  that  orders  had  been  given  about  the 
cattle,  and  that  they  might  be  expected  here  in  the  course 
of  a  few  days ;  and,  moreover,  that  Captain  Shmaleff,  the 
present  commander,  would  himself  pay  us  a  visit  immedi- 
ately on  the  arrival  of  a  >loop  which  was  daily  expected 
from  Okotzk.  The  young  ofncer  who  brought  the  letter 
was  the  son  of  the  Captain-lieutenant  Synd^  who  command- 
ed an  expedition  on  discovery,  between  ^ia  and  America, 
eleven  years  ago,  and  resided  at  this  time  at  Okotzk.'  He 
informed  us,  that  he  was  sent  to  receive  onr  directions,  and 
to  take  care  to  get  us  supplied  with  whatever  our  service 
might  require ;  and  that  he  should  remain  with  us  till  the 
commander  was  himself  able  to  leave  Bolcheretsk ;  after 
which  he  was  to  return,  that,  the  garrison  there  might  not 
be  left  without  an  officer. 

On  the  5tb,  the  parties  that  were  on  shore  relurned  on 
board,  and  were  employed  in  scrubbing  the  ship^s  bottom, 
and  getting  in  eight  tons  of  shingle  ballast.  Wealsoeot 
up  two  of  our  guns  that  had  been  stowed  in  the  fore-hdd, 
anii  mounted  tnem  on  the  deck,  being  now  i^bout  to  visit 
cations,  our  reception  amongst  whom  might  ih  good  deal 
depend' 6n  the  respectability  of  oar  appearance.  '  '^a  nn 
.  The  Bei^olution  hatiled  on  shore  on  the  8tb,  to  repair 
,'^' "  tome 

'<  See  all  that  is  kno^  of  this  voj^,  and  a  chart  of  discoveries,  in  Mr 
Com's  Account  of  Russian  .Discoveries  between  Asia  and  America.  We 
were  not  able  to  learn  from  the.RuuiaoB  in  Kanitwhatka,  a  more  perfect 
account  of  Synd  tban  we  now  find  is  given  by  Mr  Coze ;  and  yet  th^j 
seemed  disposed  to  communrcikte  all  that  they  really  knew.  Afajor  Bebtti 
conld  only  inform  us,  in  general,  that  the  expedition  had  miscarried  as  toi 
hs  object,  ind  that  the  commander  had  fallen  under  much  WamC.  It  ap- 
peared evidently  that  he  had  been  on  the  coast  of  America,  to  the  south- 
ward of  Cape  Prince  of  Wales,  between  the  latitules  64°  and  65° ;  and  it 
is  most  probable  that  his  having  got  too  far  to  the  mrthward  to  meet  with 
sea-otters,  ^YntYi  the  Russians,  in  all  their  attempis  at  discoveries,  seem 
to  have  |Mincipally  in  view,  and  his  returning  with«ut  having  made  any 
that  promised  commercial  advantages,  was  the  cause  of  his  disgrace,  and 
.  of  the  gr^t  qontempt  with  which  the  Russians  alwajs  spoke  of  this  ofB> 
cer^s  voyage. 

The  cluster  of  islands  plated  in  Sjnd's  chart,  between  the  latitudes  of 
61°  and  fl&°>  is  undoubtedly  the  same  with  the  island  called  l^  Beering 
fit  Laurence's,  and  tliose  we  nqmed  Clerke's,  Anderson's,  and  King's 
^(■lands ;  but  their  proportionate  i^ize,  and  relative  situaiion,  are  exceed* 
ingly  erroneous. 
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soqfie  damage  which  the  had  alto  received  among  the  ice, 
in  her  out-waUJ(f  and  our  carpenters  in  their  t^rn  were  sent 
to  her  assistance. 

About  t))is  time  we  began  to  brew  a  strong  decoction  of 
ft  ipecies  oC  dwarf-pine  th^t  grows  here  in  great  abundance, 
thinking  thM  i^  migbA  beiieafler  be  useful  in  making  beer, 
and  that  wt  sl^ould  probably  be  able  to  procure  sugar  or 
molasMs  to  ferment  with  it  at  Cantou.  At  all  events  I  was 
tura  it  would  be  serviceable  as  a  medicine  for  the  scurvy ; 
and  was  mote  par^cularly  desirous  of  supplying  myself  with 
as  much  of  it  as  I  could  procure,  because  most  of  the  pre- 
ventatives we  hsd  brought  out  were  either  used,  or  spoiled 
by  keeping.  By  the  time  we  had  prepared  a  hogshead  of 
it,  the  ship's  copper  was  discovered  to  be  very  thin,  and 
cracked  in  many  places.  This  obliged  me  to  desist,  and  to 
give  orders  that  it  should  be  used  as  sparingly  for  the  future 
as  possible.  It  might,  perhaps,  be  an  useful  precaution  for 
those  who  may  hereafter  be  engaged  in  long  voyages  of  thjs 
kind,  either  to  provide  themselves  with  a  ^pare  copper,  or 
to  see  that  the  copper  usually  furnished  be  of  t^^  strongest 
kind.  The  various  extra«services,  in  which  it;  wiil.be  found 
necessary  to  employ  them,  and  especially  the  important 
one  of  making  antiscorbutic  decoctions,  seem  absolutely  to 
require  some  such  provision;  and  I  should  r4tin|ier  recom- 
mend the  former,  on  account  of  the  additional  qul^)tity  of 
fuel  that  would  be  consqnied  in  heating  thick  coppert. 

In  the  morning  of  the  10th,  the  boats  from  both  ships 
were  sent  to  tow  into  the  harbour  a  Russian  galliot  from 
Okotzk.  She  had  been  thirty-five  days  on  her  passage  and 
had  been  seen  from  the  light-house  a  fortnight  ago,  beat- 
ing up  toward  the  mouth  of  the  bay.  At  that  time  the 
crew  h^  sent  their  only  boat  on  shore  for  water,  of  which 
they  now  began  to  be  in  great  want ;  and  the  wiqd  freshen- 
ing, the  boat  was  lost  on  its  return,  and  the  galliot,  being 
driven  out  to  sea  sgain,  bad  suifered  exceed  inngly. 

There  were  fifty  soldiers  in  her,  with  ^hvir  wives  and 
children,  and  several  other  passengers,  besides  the  crew, 
which  consisted  of  twenty->five>  so  that  they  hfid  upward  of 
an  hundred  soiHs  on  board.  A  great  number  for  a  vessel  of 
eighty  tons;  and  that  was  also  heavy  laden  with  stores  and 
provisions.  Both  this  galliot,  and  the  sloop  we  saw  here  in 
May,  are  bui/t  like  the  Dutch  doggers.  Soon  after  she  had 
come  to  andior,  we  received  a  visit  from  a  put*parouchiek. 
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or  lub-lientenant,  who  was  a  paisenMr  in  the  galliot,  and 
sent  to  .take  the  command  of  this  place.  Part  of  the  sol- 
dien«  we  understood,  were  also  designed  to  reinforce  the 
garrison ;  and  two  pieces  of  small  cannon  were  landed,  as 
an  additional  defence  to  the  town.  It  should  seem,  from 
these  circumstances,  that  our  visit  here  had  drawn  the  at* 
tention  of  the  Russian  commanders  in  Siberia,  to  the  de- 
fenceless situation  of  the  place ;  and  I  was  told  by  the  ho- 
nest Serjeant,  with  many  significant  shrugs,  that,  as  we  had 
found  our  way  into  it,  other  nations  might  do  the  same, 
some  of  whom  might  not  be  altogether  so  welcome.* 

Next  morning  the  Resolution  hauled  off  from  the  shore, 
havins  repaired  the  damages  she  had  sustained  by  the  ice; 
and,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  we  got  from  the  galliot  a 
small  quantity  of  pitch,  tar,  cordage,  and  twine ;  canvas  was 
the  only  thing  we  asked  for,  with  which  their  scanty  store 
did  not  put  it  into  their  power  to  supply  us.  We  also  re- 
ceived from  her  an  hundred  and  forty  skins  of  flour,  amount- 
ing to  18,782  pounds  English,  after  deducting  five  pounds 
for  the  weight  of  each  bag. 

We  had  a  constant  course  of  dry  weather  till  this  day, 
when  there  came  on  a  heavy  rain,  accompanied  with  strong; 
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*  By  some  strange  snomaly  in  human  nature,  it  would  seem  as  if,  in 
many  cases,  the  apprehension  of  danger  is  in  the  inverse  proportion  of  the 
amount  of  evil  to  be  dreaded,  or  of  the  probability  of  its  happening. 
Thus,  the  good  people  at  Saint  Peter  and  Saint  Paul,  who  have  but  verv 
little  more  reason  to  expect  the  intrusion  of  enemies,  than  if  they  dwelt 
in  the  regions  of  the  North  Pole,  exhibit  a  remarkable  degree  of  unneces- 
larv  sus^cion  on  the  occurrence  of  the  most  harmless,  nay  the  most  be> 
nendal  events.  In  addition  to  what  is  recorded  in  this  voyage,  we  may 
mention  an  evidence  of  it  in  the  case  of  Captain  Krusenstern's  last  arrival 
amou^  them,  which  happened  sooner  than  they  had  looked  for,  notwith- 
standing his  having  previously  intimated  it.  On  the  appearance  of  his  ves- 
sel, the  people  immediately  concluded  it  was  an  enemy,  and  some  families 
began  to  fly  with  their  effects  to  the  neighbouring  mountains.  To  them  it 
seemed  more  natural,  that  some  hostile  power  should  send  a  vessel  half 
round  the  globe  in  order  to  conquer  a  miserable  spot,  whose  only  riches 
was  a  few  dried  fish,  and  where  a  crew  could  scarcely  subsist  for  two 
months,  than  that  the  ship  in  sight  should  belong  to  a  friend  whose  arri- 
val they  had  been  instructed  to  expect.  Nor  were  their  fears  quieted,  till 
the-soleron  and  strongly  urged  opinion  of  the  soldier  on  duty,  who,  ftom 
his  having  been  a  companion  of  Captain  Billing's,  had  the  reputation  of 
much  knowledee  in  sudi  matters,  induced  them  to  believe,  that  the  form 
and  riffgiug  of  the  ship  could  be  no  other  than  those  of  their  old  acquaint- 
ance the  Nadesbda !— E. 
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■qualli  of  wind,  which  obliged  us  to  itrike  our  yardi  and 
topinatU. 

The  Itfth,  being  Sundny,  wnit  kept  an  a  day  of  reat ;  but 
the  weather  unt'ortunutety  cuiilimiing  foul,  our  men  could 
not  derive  the  ndvantiigv  from  it  we  wished,  by  gathering 
the  berries  tl  at  grew  in  great  iiiiuntiliciii  and  varieties  on 
the  coaMt,  and  taking  other  poslinie  on  shore.  The  same 
day  £n8ign  Synd  left  us  to  return  to  Bolcheretsk  with  the 
icmainder  of  the  soldiers  that  eaine  in  the  galliot.  He  had 
been  our  <  unstint  guest  during  liiii  atay.  Indeed  we  could 
not  but  consider  him,  on  his  father's  account,  as  in  some 
measure  belonging  to  us,  and  entitled,  as  one  of  the  family 
of  discoverers,  to  a  shure  iu  our  affections. 

We  had  hitherto  aduiitted  the  scrjeant  to  our  tables,  in 
consideration  of  his  being  commander  of  the  place ;  and, 
moreover,  because  he  was  a  ouick,  sensible  man,  and  com- 

Erehended  better  than  atiy  other,  the  few  Uussian  words  we 
ad  learned.  Ensign  Svnd  had  very  politely  suiTered  him 
to  enjoy  the  same  privileges  during  his  Htay  ;  but,  on  the 
arrival  of  the  new  commander  from  Okotak,  the  serieant, 
for  some  cause  or  other,  which  we  could  not  learn,  fell  into 
disgrace,  and  was  no  longer  suffered  to  sit  down  in  the 
company  of  his  own  officers.  It  was  in  vain  to  think  of 
makmg  any  attempt  to  obtain  an  indulgence,  which,  though 
it  would  have  been  highly  agreeable  to  us,  was  doubtless 
incompatible  with  their  discipline. 

On  Wednesday  we  had  finished  the  stowage  of  the  holds, 
got  on  board  all  our  wood  and  water,  and  were  ready  to  put 
to  sea  at  a  day's  notice.  It  is  however  necessary  to  ob- 
serve, that  though  every  thing  was  in  this  diegree  of  readi- 
ness on  board,  the  cattle  were  not  yet  arrived  from  Verch- 
nei ;  and  as  fresh  provisions  were  the  most  important  arti« 
cle  of  our  wants,  and  in  a  great  measure  necessary  for  the 
health  of  the  men,  we  could  not  think  of  taking  our  depar- 
ture without  them.  We  therefore  thought  this  a  favourable 
opportunity  (especially  as  there  was  an  appearance  of  fine 
weather)  of  taking  some  amusement  on  shore,  and  acqui- 
ring a  little  knowledge  of  the  country.  Accordingly  Cap- 
tain Gore  proposed  a  party  of  bear-hunting,  which  we  all 
very  readily  came  into* 

We  did  not  set  out  on  this  expedition  till  Friday  the 
17th,  in  order  to  give  a  day's  rest  to  the  Hospodin  Ivaskiii, 
a  new  acquaintance,  that  wus  to  be  oi'  our  party,  and  who 

came 
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came  down  here  on  Wedneidov.  Thift  gentlemon  who,  we 
tmdenlood,  imually  reaidca  al  Verchiu  i,  had  been  desired 
by  Major  Behin  to  attend  us  on  our  return  to  the  harbour, 
in  order  to  be  our  intcrprptcr ;  and  the  accounts  we  had 
heard  nf  him  before  his  arrival  had  excited  in  us  a  great 
curiosity  to  see  him. 

"    He  is  of  a  considerable  family  in  Runsia.  His  father  wmi 
a  general  in  the  empress's  service ;  and  he  himself,  atler 
having  received  his  education  partly  in  France,  and  partly 
in  Germany,  had  been  page  to  the  Empress  Elizabeth,  and 
nn  ensign  in  her  guaras.    At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  was 
knowted,  had  his  nose  slit,  and  was  banished  first  to  Siberia, 
and  afterward  to  Kamtschatka,  where  he  had  now  lived 
thirty-one  years.    He  was  a  very  tall  thin  man,  with  a  face 
all  over  furrowed  with  deep  wrinkles;  and  bore  in  bis  whole 
figure  the  sirongf  st  marks  of  old  age,  though  he  had  scarce- 
ly reached  his  fitty-foufth  yei^r.  ^ 
To  our  very  greai  disappointment  he  had  so  totally  for- 
gotten both  his  German  and  French,  as  not  to  be  able  to 
speak  a  sentence,  nor  readily  to  understand  what  was  said 
to  him  in  cither  of  these  lani^uatfes.     We  found  ourselves 
thus  unfortunately  deprived  of  wnat  we  flattered  ourselves 
would  have  turned  out  a  favourable  opportunity  of  getting 
farther  information  relative  to  this  country.     We  had  also 
promised  ourselves  much  pleasure  from  the  history  of  this 
extraordinary  man,  which  he  probably  would  have  been  in- 
duced to  relate  to  strangers,  who  might  perhaps  be  of  some 
little  service  to  him,  but  who  could  nave  no  inducement  to 
take  advantage  from  any  thing  he  might  say  to  do  him  an 
injury.  No  one  here  knew  the  cause  of  his  banishment,  but 
they  took  it  for  granted  that  it  must  have  been  for  some- 
thing very  atrocious,  particularly  as  two  or  three  com- 
manders of  Kamtschatka  have  endeavoured  to  get  him  re- 
called since  the  present  empress's  reign ;  but  far  from  suc- 
ceeding in  this,  they  have  not  been  even  able  to  get  the 
place  of  his  banishment  changed.     He  told  us  that  for 
twenty  years  he  had  not  tasted  bread,  nor  had  been  allow- 
ed subsistence  of  any  kind  whatsoever ;  but  that  during  this 
period  he  had  lived  among  the  Kamtschadales  on  what  his 
own  activity  and  toil  in  the  chase  had  furnished :  That  af^ 
terward  he  had  a  small  pension  granted ;  and  that,  since 
Major  Dchm  came  to  the  command,  his  situation  had  been 
jpfini^ly  mended.  The  notice  that  worthy  man  had  taken 
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of  him,  and  bis  having  often  invited  him  to  become  bis 
guest,  had  been  the  occasion  of  otltera  following  his  exani- 
ple ;  besides  which,  he  bad  been  the  means  of  getting  his 
pension  increased  to  one  hundred  roubles  a  year^  which  is 
the  common  pay  of  an  ensign  in  all  parts  of  the  empress's 
dominions,  except  in  this  province,  wncre  the  pay  of  ail  the 
oificers  is  double.  Major  Behm  told  us  that  he  had  obtain- 
ed permission  to  take  him  to  Okotzk,  which  was  to  be  the 
place  of  his  residence  in  future ;  but  that  he  should  leave 
him  behind  for  the  present,  on  an  idea  that  he  might,  on 
our  return  to  the  bay,  be  useful  to  us  as  an  interpreter.' 

Having  given  orders  to  the  tirst  lieutenants  of  both  ships, 
to  let  the  rieging  have  such  a  repair  as  the  supply  of  stores 
we  had  lately  received  would  permit,  we  set  out  on  our 
hunting  party,  under  the  direction  of  the  corporal  of  the 
Kamtschadales,  intending,  before  we  began  to  look  for  our 

fame,  to  proceed  straight  to  the  head  of  Behm's  Harbour, 
t  is  an  inlet  on  the  west  side  of  the  bay,  (which  we  had 
named  after  that  officer,  from  its  being  a  favourite  place  of 
bis,  and  having  been  surveyed  by  himself,)  and  is  called  by 
the  natives  Tareinska. 

In  our  way  toward  this  harbour  we  met  the  l^oion  of 
Saint  Peter  and  Saint  Paul  in  a  canoe,  with  his  wife  and 
two  children,  and  anoi'ier  Kamtschadale.  He  had  killed 
two  seals  upon  a  round  island,  that  lies  in  the  entrance  of 
the  harbour,  with  which,  and  a  great  quantity  of  berries 
..n■*•i-■^.  .;v;.-,.  .    •.■  .,...    •  that 

3  The  singular  personage  here  spoken  of,  was  living  near  Saint  Peter  and 
Saint  Pai  \  in  1805,  when  Captain  Krusenstern  arrived  there.  He  was  at 
that  time  eighty- six  years  old,  and  had  but  lately  obtained  his  liberty  from 
the  present  emperor,  who,  besides  other  bounty,  granted  him  a  sum  of 
money  to  cover  his  travelling  expenses,  if  he  chose  to  return  to  St  Peters* 
burg.  The  old  man,  however,  was  unable  to  bring  his  mind  to  undertake 
the  journey,  or  even  to  venture  the  sea  with  Krusenstern ;  and  in  all  pro- 
bability, therefore,  would  end  his  days  in  the  land  of  his  captivity.  We 
learn  from  the  same  authority,  that  Iwashkin  had  been  banished  in  conse- 
quence  of  a  report,  apparently  an  unfounded  one,  that  he  had  been  eti> 
gaged  in  a  conspiracy  against  the  Empress  Elizabeth ;  and  he  is  said  to 
have  been  afterwards  refused  a  pardon  by  Catharine,  because  he  had  been 
accused  of  murdering  a  man  in  the  heat  of  passion.  But  for  this  circum> 
stance,  according  to  K.,  **  the  terms  in  which  he  is  mentioned  in  Cook's 
voyage  are  such,  as  would  not  fail  to  meet  with  attention  in  Rl  jia." 
These  few  additional  particulars  may  add  to  whatever  of  interest  is  felt  in 
Captain  Kind's  account  of  this  exile.  And  even  this  may  be  enhanced  to 
the  susceptible  mind  by  the  remark,  that  old  and  worn  out  as  Iwashkin  ap* 
peared  to  Captain  King,  he  nevertheless  survived  him  at  least  twenty 
years,  as  the  latter  died  at  Nice,  in  Italy,  in  1784.— £. 
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that  he  had  gathered,  he  was  returning  home.  As  the 
wind  had  veered  to-the  S  W.,  we  now  changed  our  route  by 
hi^  advice;  and,  instead  of  going  up  the  harbour,  directed 
our  course  to  the  northward,  toward  a  pool  of  water  that 
lies  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  F^ratounca,  and  which  was 
a  known  haunt  of  the  bears.  We  had  scarce  landed,  when 
unfortunately  the  wind  changed  to  the  eastward,  and  a  se- 
cond time  destroyed  all  hopes  of  coming  up  with  our  game; 
for  the  Kamtschadales  assured  us,  that  it  was  in  vain  to  ex- 
pect to  meet  with  bears,  whilst  we  were  to  the  windward, 
owing  to  their  being  possessed  of  an  uncommon  acuteness 
in  scenting  their  pursuers,  which  enabled  them,  under  such 
circumstances,  to  avoid  the  danger,  whilst  it  is  yet  at  a  verjr 
great  distance.  We  returned  therefore  to  the  boat,  and 
passed  the  night  on  the  beach,  having  brought  a  tent  with 
us  for  that  purpose,  and  the  next  day,  by  the  advice  of  our 
guides,  crossed  the  bay,  and  went  to  the  head  of  Rakowee- 
na  Harbour. 

Having  here  secured  the  boats,  we  proceeded  with  all 
our  luggage  on  foot,  and,  after  a  walk  of  five  or  six  miles, 
came  to  the  sea-side,  a  league  to  the  northward  of  the 
light-house  head.  From  hence,  as  far  as  we  could  see  to^ 
tvard  Cheepoonskoi  Noss,  there  is  a  continued  narrow  bor- 
der of  low  level  ground  adjoining  to  the  sea,  which  is  co- 
vered with  heath,  and  produces  great  abundance  of  berries, 
particularly  those  called  partridge  and  crow  berries.  We 
were  told  we  should  not  fail  to  meet  with  a  number  of 
l)ear3  feeding  upon  those  berries ;  but  that  the  weather  be« 
ing  showery,  was  unfavourable  for  us. 

Accordingly  we  directed  our  course  along  this  plain,  and, 
though  we  saw  several  bears  at  a  distance,  we  could  never, 
with  all  our  management,  contrive  to  get  within  shot  of 
them.  Our  diversion  was  therefore  changed  to  spearing  of 
salmon,  which  we  saw  pushing  in  great  numbers  through 
the  siirf  into  a  small  river.  1  could  not  help  observing  how 
much  interior  our  Kamtschadales  were,  at  this  method  of 
fishing,  to  the  people  at  Oonalashka ;  nor  were  their  in- 
struments, although  pointed  with  iron,  near  so  good  for  the 
purpose,  nor  to  be  compared  in  neatness  to  those  of  the 
Americans,  though  pointed  only  with  bone.  On  enquiring 
into  the  reason  of  this  inferiority,  I  was  informed  by  the 
corporal,  who  had  lived  many  years  amongst  the  Ameri- 
cans;  that  formerly  the  Kanvtschadaks  made  use  of  the 
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same  kind  of  darts  and  spears  with  the  Americans,  headed 
and  barbed  with  bone,  and  were  not  less  dexterous  in  the 
management  of  them  than  the  latter.  We  could  not  un« 
derstand  one  another  sufficiently  for  me  to  learn  the  cause 
of  this  change }  probably  it  was  one  of  the  not  unusual 
effects  of  a  forced  and  imperfect  state  of  improvement.  It 
fell  out  very  opportunely  that  the  water  afibrded  us  a  little 

Erev  ;  for,  besides  our  ill  success  in  the  chase  by  land,  we 
ad  also  been  disappointed  in  our  expectations  of  shooting 
wild  fowl,  on  a  supply  of  which  we  had  in  some  measure 
depended  for  bur  subsistence ;  and,  on  its  failure,  begaa 
to  think  that  we  had  been  full  long  absent  from  head 
quarters. 

Our  Kamtschadales  now  discovered  that  the  want  of  sue* 
cess  in  not  meeting  with  game,  was  owing  to  the  party  be- 
ing too  large,  and  to  the  unavoidable  noise  that  was  the 
consequence  of  it.  We  therefore  agreed  to  separate,  Ivas- 
kin,  the  corporal,  and  myself,  forming  one  party.  Captain 
Gore,  and  the  rest  of  the  company,  the  other. 

Accordingly,  after  passing  the  ni^ht  under  our  tent,  we 
set  out  on  the  morning  of  the  19t^>  by  different  routes, 
meaning  to  take  a  circuit  round  the  country,  and  meet  at 
Saint  Peter  and  Saint  Paul.  The  party  to  which  I  belonged 
took  the  course  of  the  river,  at  the  mouth  of  which  we  had 
fished  for  the  salmon ;  and,  after  being  thoroughly  soaked 
by  the  heavy  rains  that  fell  all  the  morning,  we  came  about 
three  in  the  afternoon  to  some  old  balagana,  where  a  Kamt- 
schadale  village  had  been  formerly  situated,  without  meet- 
ing with  a  single  bear  during  the  whole  of  a  long  and  te- 
dious walk.  It  was  our  first  intention  to  have  remained 
here  all  night,  in  order  to  have  resumed  our  chase  early 
the  next  morning ;  but  the  weather  clearing,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  a  fresh  breeze  springing  up  from  a  quarter  un- 
favourable to  our  designs,  the  Hospodin,  whom  former  suf- 
ferings had  made  very  unfit  to  bear  much  fatigue, and  who 
seemed  at  present  more  particularly  distressed  from  having 
emptied  his  snuff-box,  began  to  be  very  importunate  with 
us  to  return  home.  Il  was  some  time  before  the  old  cor- 
poral consented,  alleging,  that  we  were  at  a  great  distance 
from  the  harbour,  and  thui,  on  account  of  the  badness  of 
the  way,  the  night  would  probably  overtake  us  before  we 
reached  tiie  end  of  our  journey.  At  length,  however,  he 
yielded  to  Ivaskin's  entreaties,  and  conducted  us  along  the 
.     , ,  .        side 
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side  of  a  number  of  small  lakes^  with  which  the  flat  part  of 
this  country  seems  much  to  abound.  These  lakes  are  from 
half  a  mile  to  two  miles  in  length,  and  about  half  a  mile 
broad ;  the  water  is  fresh  and  clear,  and  they  are  full  of  a 
red-coloured  fish,  resembling,  both  in  shape  and  size,  a 
small  salmon  ;  of  which  a  more  particular  description  will 
be  given  hereafter.  The  banks  of  these  lakes  were  covered 
with  fragments  of  fish  that  the  bears  had  half  eaten,  and 
tvhich  caused  an  intolerable  stench.  We  often  came  upon 
the  spots  which  the  bears  had  iust  left,  but  were  never  able 
even  to  come  within  sight  of  tnem. 

It  was  night  before  we  reached  the  ships,  and  we  had 
then  been  twelve  hours  upon  our  legs.  Poor  Ivaskin  found 
himself  exceedingly  tired  and  overcome  with  fatigue ;  pro- 
bably he  was  more  sensible  of  it  for  want  of  a  supply  of 
snufr ;  for  every  step  he  took  his  hand  dived  mechanical- 
ly into  his  pocket,  and  drew  out  his  huge  empty  box.  We 
had  scarcely  got  into  the  tent,  when  the  wealner  set  in  ex- 
ceedingly rough  and  wet.  We  congratulated  ourselves  that 
we  had  not  staid  out  another  day,  the  Hospodin's  box  was 
replenished^  and  we  forgot  the  fatigues  and  ill  success  of 
our  expedition  over  a  good  supper. 

I  was  exceedingly  sorry,  on  being  told  the  next  day, 
that  our  friend  the  serjeant  had  undergone  corporal  pu- 
nishment during  our  absence,  by  command  of  the  old  Put' 
parouckick.  None  of  our  people  had  been  able  to  learn 
what  was  the  cause  of  his  displeasure ;  but  it  was  imagined 
to  have  arisen  from  some  little  jealousy  subsisting  between 
them,  on  account  of  the  civility  which  we  had  shewn  to 
the  former.  However,  having  every  reason  to  believe  that 
the  offence,  whatever  it  might  be,  did  not  call  for  so  dis- 
graceful a  chastisement,  we  could  not  help  being  both  sor- 
ry and  much  provoked  at  it,  as  the  terms  on  whicli  we  had 
lived  with  him,  and  the  interest  we  were  known  to  take  in 
his  affairs,  made  the  affront,  in  some  measure,  personal  to 
ourselves;  for  it  has  not  yet  been  mentioned,  that  we  had 
consulted  with  the  late  worthy  commander,  Alajor  Behm, 
who  was  also  his  friend,  by  what  means  we  might  be  most 
likely  to  succeed  in  doing  him  some  service  for  the  good 
order  he  had  kept  in  the  ostrog  during  our  stay,  and  for  his 
readiness  on  all  occasions  to  oblige  us.  The  major  advised 
a  letter  of  recommendation  to  the  governor-generai,  which 
Captain  Gierke  had  accordingly  given  hiiu,  and  which, 
•  •    "  '  backed 
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backed  with  his  own  representations,  he  had  no  doubt 
would  get  the  seijeant  advanced  a  step  higher  in  his  pro- 
fession. *i  i    tl,  ■ 

We  did  not  choose  to  make  ir<ny  remonstrance  on  this 
subject  till  the  arrival  of  Captain  Shmaleff.  Indeed  our  in- 
ability, from  the  want  of  language,  to  enter  into  any  discus- 
sion of  the  business,  made  it  advisable  to  come  to  this  de- 
termination. H^ever,  when  the  Putparouchick  paid  us  his 
next  visit,  we  could  not  help  testuying  our  chagrin  by  re- 
ceiving him  very  coolly. 

The  22d  being  the  anniversary  .f  his  majesty's^  coro- 
nation, twenty-one  guns  were  iired,  and  the  handsomest 
feast  our  situatton  would  allow  of,  was  prepared,  in  honour 
of  the  day.  As  we  were  sitting  down  to  dinner,  the  arrival 
of  Captain  Shmaleff  was  announced.  This  was  a  most 
agreeable  surprise ;  in  the  first  place,  because  he  arrived  so 
opportunely  to  partake  of  the  good  fare  and  festivity  of 
the  occasion ;  and,  in  the  next,  because,  in  our  last  ac- 
counts of  him,  we  were  given  to  understand,  that  the  ef- 
fects of  a  severe  illness  had  made  him  unequal  to  the  jour- 
ney. We  were  glad  to  find  this  had  been  merely  an  ex- 
cuse ;  that,  in  fact,  he  was  ashamed  of  coming  empty- 
handed,  knowing  we  must  be  in  ereat  want  of  tea,  su^ar, 
Sec.  &C. ;  and  thai  therefore  he  had  deferred  his  setting 
QUt,  in  daily  expectation  of  the  sloop  from  Okotzk ;  but 
having  no  tidings  of  her,  and  dreading  lest  we  should  sail^ 
without  his  having  paid  ui^a  visit,  he  was  determined  to  set 
out,  tnough  with  nothine  better  to  present  to  us  than  apo- 
logies for  the  poverty  of  Bolcheretsk.  At  the  same  time  he 
acquainted  us,  that  our  not  bavins  received  the  sixteen 
bead  of  black  cattle  we  had  desired  might  be  sent  down^ 
was  owing  to  the  very  heavy  rains  at  Verchnei,  which  bad 
prevented  their  setting  out.  We  made  the  best  answer  we 
were  able  to  so  much  politeness  and  generosity ;  and  tbe 
next  day,  on  coming  on  board  the  Kesolution,  he  was  sa- 
luted with  eleven  euns.  Specimens  of  all  our  curiosities 
were  presented  to  him,  and  Captain  Gore  added  to  them  a 
gold  watch  and  a  fowling-piece. 

The  next  day  he  was  entertained  on  board  the  Discove- 
ry, and  on  the  2dth  he  took  leave  of  us  to  return  to  Bol- 
cheretsk.  He  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  lengthen  his 
visit,  having  some  expectations,  as  he  told  us,  that  the  sub- 
governor  general,  who  was  at  this  time  making  a  tour 
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through  all  the  provinces  of  the  Governor-general  of  Ja- 
kutzk,  might  arrive  in  the  sloop  that  was  daily  expected 
fro<n  Okotzk.  Before  his  deparliire,  and  withont  any  inter- 
ference  of  ours,  he  reinstated  the  serjeant  in  the  command 
of  this  place,  having  determined  to  take  the  Putparouctdck 
along  with  him ;  at  the  same  time  we  understood  that  he 
was  highly  displeased  with  him  on  account  of  the  punish* 
ment  that  had  been  inflicted  on  the  serjeant,  and  for  which 
there  did  not. appear  to  be  the  slightest  foundation. 

Captain  Shmaleff's  great  readiness  to  give  us  every  pos- 
sible proof  of  his  desire  to  oblige  us,  encouraged  us  to  ask 
a  small  favour  for  another  of  our  Kamtschadale  friends.  It 
was  to  requite  an  old  soldier,  whose  house  had  been  at  all 
times  open  to  the  inferior  officers,  and  who  had  done  both 
them  and  all  t'le  crew  a  thousand  good  offices.  The  cap- 
tain most  obligingly  complied  with  our  request,  and  dub- 
bed him  (which  was  all  he  wished  for)  a  corporal  upon  the 
spot,  and  ordered  him  to  thank  the  English  officers  for  his 
great  promotion.  It  may  not  here  be  improper  to  observe, 
that  in  the  Russian  army  the  inferior  class  of  officers  enjoy 
a  degree  of  pre-eminence  above  the  private  men,  with 
tflhich  we,in  our  service,  are  in  a  great  measure  unacquaint- 
ed* It  was  no  small  astonishment  to  us,  to  see  a  seneaut 
Keep  up  all  the  stale,  and  exact  all  the  respect  iVom  all  be- 
neath him  belonging  to  a  field-officer.  It  may  be  farther 
remarked,  that  there  are  many  more  gradations  of  rank 
amongst  them  than  are  to  be  met  with  in  other  countries. 
Between  a  serjeant  and  a  private  man,  there  are  not  less 
than  four  intermediate  steps ;  and  I  have  no  doubt,  but 
that  the  advantages  arising  from  this  system  are  found  to 
be  very  considerable.  The  salutary  effects  of  little  subordi- 
nate ranks  in  our  sea-service  cannot  be  questioned.  It 
gives  rise  to  great  emulation,  and  the  superior  officers  are 
enabled  to  bestow,  on  almost  every  possible  degree  of  me- 
rit, a  reward  proportioned  to  it. 

Having  been  incidentally  led  into  this  subject,  i  shall 
beg  leave  to  add  but  one  observation  more,  namely,  that 
the  discipline  of  the  Russian  army,  though  at  this  distance 
from  the  seat  of  government,  is  of  the  strictest  and  severest 
kind,  from  which  even  the  commissioned  officers  are  not 
exempt  The  punishment  of  the  latter  for  small  offences  is 
imprisonment,  and  a  bread  and  water  diet.  An  en^ifglffS. 
good  friend  of  ours  at  this  place,  told  \\9,  that,  for  having 
I'.b  been 
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been  cdncerned  in  a  drunken  riot,  'te  was  confined  in  thef 
black  hole  for  three  raonths,  and  k  ri  upon  bread  and  win- 
ter ;  which,  he  said,  so  shattered  his  nerves,  that  he  had 
never  since  had  spirits  for  a  common  convivial  meeting. 

1  accompanied  Captain  Shmaleft'  tc  the  entrance  of' 
Awatska  River  and  hpv'<ng  bid  him  farewell,  took  this  op* 
portunity  of  pacing  a  visit  to  the  priest  of  Paratounca.  On 
Sunday,  the  26th,  I  attended  him  it  church.  The  congre- 
gation consisted  of  his  own  family,  three  Kamtschadale 
men,  and  three  boys,  who  bbsisted  in  8ingin<^  pari  of  the 
service;  the  whole  of  which  was  performed  m  n  very  so- 
lemn and  edifying  manner.  The  churrh  is  of  wood,  and  by 
far  the  best  building  either  in  this  town  or  thatcf  $  Int  Pe~ 
ter  and  Suint  Paul.  It  is  ornamented  -vil'i many  paintings^ 

?arliculfc »ly  with  two  pictures  of  Saint  Peter  and  Sairt 
*aul,  presented  by  Beerioq; ; .  and  which,  i  i  the  ret.l  rich> 
nets  of  K  cir  drapery,  would  carry  off  the  prize  from  tha 
first  of  our  European  performances ;  for  all  the  princip.ni 
parts  of  it  are  madj  )t  thick  plates  of  solid  silver,  fastened 
to  the  canvas,  and  Vcluop/.v^  into  the  various  foldings  of 
ibc  robes  with  which  trs*  f.guies  were  clothed. 

The  next  dav,  I  set  o;\  'out  another  hunting  party,  and 
put  myself  under  ibe  ditecUon  of  ihe  clerk  of  the  parish, 
who  was  a  celel'raied  i>ear»hunter.  We  arrived  by  sun-set* 
At  the  side  of  one  of  the  larger  lakes.  The  next  step  was 
to  conceal  ourselves  as  much  as  possible;  and  this  we  were^ 
able  to  do  etP.'tualiy,  among  some  long  grass  and  brush-^- 
wood,  that  grew  close  to  the  water's  edge.  We  had  not' 
jMXi  long  in  ambush,  before  we  had  the  pleasure  to  heafr' 
til';:  growlings  of  bears  in  different  parts  round  about  us ; 
and  our  expectations  were  soon  gratified,  by  the  sight  of' 
one  of  them  in  the  water,  which  seemed  to*  be  swimming 
directly  to  the  place  where  we  lay  hid.  The  moon,  at  this 
time,  gave  a  considerable  light ;  and  when  the  animal  had 
advanced  about  fifteen  yards,  three  of  tis  fired  at  it,  pretty 
lienrly  at  the  same  time.  The  beast  immediately  turned 
shoi't  on  one  side,  and  set  up  a  noise,  which  could  not  pro- 
perly be  called  roaring,  nor  growling,  nor  yelling,  but  was 
a  mixture  of  all  three,  and  horrible  beyond  description. 
"We  plainly  saw  that  it  was  severely  wounded,  and  that  witL 
difticulty  it  gained  the  bank,  and  retreated  to  some  thick 
bushes  at  a  little  distance*  It  still  continued  to  make  the 
same  loud  and  terrible  noise ;  and  though  the  Kamtscha- 
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dales  were  persuaded  it  was  mortally  wounded,  and  could 
get  no  farther,  yet  they  thought  it  most  odvisable  not  to 
rouse  it  again  for  the  present.  It  was  at  this  time  past  nine 
o'clock ;  and  the  night  becoming  overcast,  and  threaten- 
ing a  change  of  weather,  we  thought  it  most  prudent  to  re- 
turn home,  and  defer  the  gratification  of  our  curiosity  till 
i]aorruv]!?,when  we  returned  to  the  spot,  and  found  the  bear 
dead,  in  the  place  tu  which  it  had  been  watched.  It  pro- 
ved to   ti  .1  female,  and  beyond  the  common  size. 

As  fi:.'  account  of  our  first  hunting-party  will  be  apt  to 
give  the  reader  a  wrong  idea  of  the  method  in  which  this, 
sport  is  usually  conducted,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  add  » 
few  more  words  on  the  subject;  and  which  I  am  tl|e,|l)Q4« 
ter  nhU  ■  o  do  since  this  last  expedition.  .,n  r,    ;)  'i^  jm  /riff 

\/tieii  the  natives  come  to  the  ground  frequented  oy  fh^ 
btai'ti,  which  they  contrive  to  reach  about  sun-set,  the  first 
■«tep  is  to  look  for  their  tracks;  to  examine  which  are  the 
freshf'ct,  and  the  best  situated  with  a  view  to  concealment) 
and  taking  aim  at  the  beast,  either  as  he  is  passing  by,  or 
advancing  in  front,  or  going  from  them.  These  tracks  are 
found  in  the  greatest  numbers,  leading  from  tlie  woods 
down  to  the  lakes,  and  among  the  long  sedgy  grass  and 
brakes  by  the  edge  of  the  water.  The  place  of  ambuscade 
being  determined  upon,  the  hunters  next  fix  in  the  ground 
the  crutches,  upon  which  their  firelocks  are  made  to.  restj» 
pointing  them  in  the  direction  they  mekn  to  make  their 
shot.  This  done,  they  kneel,  or  lie  down,  as  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  coyer  require;  and,  with  their  bear-spears 
by  their  side,  wait  for  their  game.  These  precautions, 
which  are  chiefly  taken  in  order  to  make  sure  of  their 
iuark,  are,  on  several  accounts,  highly  expedient.  For,  ia 
the  first  place,  ammunition  is  so  dear  at  KamtscHatka,  that 
the  price  of  a  bear  will  not  purchase  more  of  it  than  is  suf- 
ficieiit  to  load  a  miisquet  four  or  five  times ;  and,  what.  i% 
more  material,  if  the  bear  be  not  renderevi  incapable  of 
bursuit  by  the  first  shot,  the  consequences  are  otVn  fatal* 
He  immediately  makes  toward  the  place  iAVH  wht^nce  the 
noise  and  smoke  issue,  and  attach  hi.«-  adversaries  with 
great  fury.  It  is  impossible  for  th<?m  k>  irkvid,  as  the  ani-' 
nlal  is  seldom  at  more  than  twelve  ot  fifteen  yards  distance 
when  he  is  fired  at;  so  that  if  he  does  not  fall,  they  imme- 
diately put  themselves  in  a  posture  to  receive  hiui  upon 
their  spears;  and  their  saiety  great^  depends  on  their 
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fWing  him  a  mortal  atab,  as  he  first  comes  upon  them.  If 
e  parries  the  thrust,  (which,  by  the  extraordinary  strength 
and  agility  of  their  paws,  they  are  often  enabled  to  oo,) 
and  thereby  breaks  m  upon  his  adversaries),  the  conflict 
becomes  very  unequal,  and  it  is  well  if  th6  life  of  one  of 
the  party  alone  suitice  to  pay  the  forfeit.* 

There  are  two  seasons  of  the  year  when  this  diversion,  or 
Occupation,  as  it  may  be  rather  called,  iii  more  particularly 
dangerous;  in  the  spring,  when  the  bears  first  come  forth, 
after  having  subsisted,  as  is  universally  asserted  here,  on 
•ucking  their  paws  through  the  winter;  and  especially  if 
the  frost  happen  to  be  severe,,  and  the  ice  not  to  be  brokeit 
Up  in  the  lake  ill  (liul  time,  hy  which  means  they  are  de- 
prived of  their  ordinary  and  expected  food.  Under  these 
circumstances  they  soon  become  exceedingly  famisliea, 
ami  fi(iii«  and  savage  in  pKipuilldii.  Tltf-y  ivifl  piirenfl  Iha 
natives  by  the  scent ;  and  as  they  now  prowl  about  out  ot 
their  usual  tracks,  frequently  come  upon  them  unawares; 
and  when  this  happens,  as  the  Kamtschadales  have  not  the 
smallest  notion  of  shooting  flying,  nor  even  at  an  animal 
tunnino;,  or  in  any  way  except  with  their  piece  on  a  rest, 
the  bear-hunters  often  fall  a  sacrifice  to  their  hunger.  The 
Other  season  in  which  it  is  dangerous  to  come  in  their  way, 
is  at  the  time  of  their  copulation,  which  is  generally  about 
this  time  of  the  year. 

)     M  ■   ..Till        •.  W    fH    M.^cN    )|  ^^ 

*  It  may  not  be  ill-timed  to  mention  liere,  wliat  Captain  Kriisenstem 
■ays  as  to  the  scarcity  of  gunpowder  in  Kamtschatlia,  to  wliich  iJaiitttin 
King  alludes  in  his  account  oFDear-hunting.  It  is  owing  to  the  deficiency 

I  if  tnia  artJL'lii,  that  the  inhabitants  are  so  seldom  providuil  with  lertnia 
Uxuries  of  the  table,  as  the  wild  sheen,  or  argali$,  rein  deer,  hares, 
ducks,  and  geese,  with  most  or  all  of  wiiich  the  country  is  tolerably  well 
stocked.  The  conveyance  of  this  most  useFul  material  irom  the  provinces 
of  Euro|)ean  Russia,  is  both  difficult  and  exposed  to  different  accidents) 
such  as  getting  wet,  or,  what  is  still  worse,  taking  Are ;  in  consequence 
of  which  latter  occurrence,  it  is  said,  whole  villages  have  been  destroyed. 
To  prevent  this  mischief,  as  miicli  as  possible,  we  are  informed,  that  gun« 
powder  is  now  forbidden  to  be  brought  for  private  sale.  This  prohibition, 
as  is  usual  iu  all  such  cases,  is  often  evaded,  and,  by  augmenting  the  price 
of  the  article,  of  course  excites  the  stronger  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
merchant  to  introduce  it.  The  Kamtschadale,  thereiure,  purchases  pow« 
der  secretly,  and  at  a  very  high  price ;  he  uses  it  sparingly,  and  that  only 
for  defence  against  bears;  or  to  kill  some  animal,  wjiose  skin  he  knows 
will  refMiy  the  cost  of  getting  it.  As,  in  many  respects,  it  is  an  article  of 
indispensable  necessity,  and  as  therefore  tht*  people  must  have  it  in  8om9 
way  or  other,  Captiiin  Krusenstern  recommends,  that,  with  many  other 
commodities,  it  should  be  sent  from  Cronstadt.— £. 
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An  extraordinary  instance  of  natural  affection  in  these 
animals  has  been  already  mentioned.  The  chace  afford* 
a  variety  of  a  similar  nature,  and  not  less  affecting ;  many 
of  which  were  related  to  me.  The  Kamtdchadales  derive 
great  advantage  in  hunting  from  this  circumstance.  They 
never  venture  to  lire  upon  a  young  bear,  when  the  mother 
is  near;  for  if  the  cub  <lrop,  she  becomes  enraged  to  a  de- 
gree little  short  of  madness;  and  if  she  gel  sight  of  the 
enemy,  will  only  quit  her  revenge  with  her  life.  On  the 
contrary,  ii  tlie  dam  be  shot,  the  cubs  will  not  leave  her 
side,  even  after  she  has  bepn  dead  a  lone  time,  but  conti* 
nue  about  her,  shewing,  by  a  variety  of  affecting  actions 
and  gcslures,  uiarks  iil  (he  dicprst  affliction,  and  thus  be- 
come any  easy  |ir<y  to  the  hunters. 

Kor  is  the  sngaoty  of  the  bears,  if  the  Kamtschadales 
are  to  be  creditcij,  jess  extraordlnory,  or  less  worthy  to  be 
liiliiiillfed,  than  their  natural  un<ction.  Of  this  they  have 
a  ttiousand  stories  to  ie|at(?.  I  shall  content  myself  with 
niitntioning  one  instance,  which  the  (iHlives  speak  of  as  a 
well-known  fact,  and  that  is,  the  stratagt  ni  they  have  re- 
course to  in  order  to  catch  the  bareinsi  which  are  consi« 
derably  too  swilt  oi  foot  for  them.  These  animals  keep  to- 
gether in  large  herds;  they  frequent  mostly  the  low  grounds, 
and  love  to  browse  at  the  feet  of  rocks  and  precipices.  The 
bear  hunts  them  by  scent,  till  he  come  in  sight,  when  he 
adviinnes  warily,  keeping  above  theaj,uad  concealing  him- 
self amongst  the  rocks,  as  he  makes  his  approaches,  till  he 
gets  immediately  over  them,  and  nigh  enough  for  his  pur- 
}iU8e.  He  then  begins  to  push  down  with  liis  paws  pieces 
of  the  rock  amongst  the  herd  below.  This  manoeuvre  is  not 
followed  by  any  attempt  to  pursue,  until  he  find  he  has 
maimed  one  of  the  flock,  upon  which  a  course  immediate- 
]y  ensues,  that  proves  successful,  or  otherwisej  according  to 
the  hurt  the  barein  has  received.^ 

I  cannot 
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*  The  reader  will  probably  not  dislike  to  see  another  instance  of  the 
bear's  cunning,  in  the  mode  of  catching  a  peculiar  sort  of  fish  called  kach» 
/y,  which  abounds  in  Kamtschatka,  and  of  which  he  is  exceedingly  fond. 
We  are  told  by  Krusenstern,  that  as  si  on  as  this  animal  perceives  the 
shoals  of  kachly  going  up  the  river,  he  places  himself  in  the  water,  with- 
in  a  short  distance  ofthe  bank,  and  in  such  a  position  of  his  legs,  as  that 
the  fish,  which  always  goes  straight  forward,  may  have  just  space  enough 
to  pass  between  them.  He  then  watches  his  opportunity,  when  a  good 
many  have  entered  the  snare,  to  press  his  legs  together,  so  as  to  inclose 
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I  cannot  conclude  this  digression,  without  obaervingi 
that  the  Kanituchadules  very  thaiiklully  acknowledge  their 

gbligations  tu  the  bears  tor  what  little  a<ivancenient  thej 
ave  tiitherto  made  either  in  the  sciences  or  pohte  arts* 
They  confess  that  they  owe  to  them  all  their  skill  both  ia 
physio  and  surgery;  that,  by  remarking  with  what  herbs 
these  animals  rub  the  wounds  they  have  received,  and  what 
they  have  recourse  to  when  sick  and  languid,  they  have  be 
come  acquainted  with  most  of  the  simples  in  use  among 
them,  eitlier  in  the  way  of  internal  medicine,  or  external 
applicationt  But|  what  will  appear  somewhat  more  singu- 
lar, is,  they  acknowledge  the  bears  likewise  for  their  dan- 
cing-masters. Indeed,  the  evidence  of  one's  senses  puts 
this  out  of  dispute  ;  for  the  bear-dance  of  the  Kamlscha 
dalev  is  an  exact  counlerpart  of  every  attitude  and  gesture 
peculiar  to  this  animal,  through  its  various  functions ;  and 
this  is  the  foundation  and  groundwork  of  all  their  other 
dances,  and  what  they  value  themselves  most  upon. 

1  returned  to  the  ships  on  the  28th,  very  well  pleased 
with  my  excursion,  as  it, had  afforded  me  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  a  little  more  of  the  country,  and  of  observing  the 
manners  and  behaviour  of  the  Kamtschadales,  when  treed 
irom  that  conslraint  which  they  evidently  lie  under  in  the 
company  oi  the  Russians. 

Mo  occurrence  worth  mentioning  took  place  till  the  SOth, 
wht  n  Captain  Gore  went  to  Puratounca,  to  put  up  in  the 
church  there  an  escutcheon,  prepared  by  .vir  Webber, 
vith  an  inscription  upon  it,  setting  forth  Captain  Gierke's 
age  and  rank,  and  the  object  of  the  expedition  in  which 
he  was  engaged  at  the  time  of  his  decease  We  also  affix- 
ed to  tlie  tree  under  which  lie  was  buried,  a  board,  with 
iin  inscription  upon  it  to  the  same  effect'* 
»  ,    '    .i  Before 


Ill's  prey,  with  which,  atone  spring,  he  jumps  on  shore,  where  he  devours 
them  at  liis  leisure.  This  practice  is  much  to  be  commended  for  the  spi- 
rit ot  independence  it  indiciates;  but  not  so  another  one,  which  some  au- 
thors have  charged  against  these  sagacious  animals,  viz  dragging  the  fish- 
ermen's nets  out  of  the  water,  during  tlieir  alwence,  and  then  robbing 
them  of  the  fish  they  contained.  Mr  Bingle/s  Animal  Biography,  where 
this  piece  of  pilfering  is  mentioned,  mav  he  advantageously  consulted  for 
.  several  amusing  notices  respecting  the  habits  and  cupabilities  of  this  crea- 
ture, which  are  quite  in  unison  with  Captain  King's  account. — £. 

'  The  interest  of  the  following  passage,  from  tlic  account  of  Krusen- 
Mtcrn's  voyage,  will  form  the  only  apology  neeessitr    t'or  the  largeness  ok 
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Before  hit  depaftare,  Catitain  Gore  left  ord  ^rswith  me 
to  get  the  shipi  out  ot  the  harbour  into  the  bay,  to  be  in 
readinets  to  >ail.  We  were  prevented  t'roin  doing  this  by  a 
violent  gale  of  wind,  which  lasted  the  whole  day  of  the  Jsl 

■  of 

the  space  it  occupies.  «  As  it  was  evident,  upon  our  arrival,  that  tlie 
many  things  necessary  to  be  done  on  Imard,  would  occupy  n  space  of  not 
lexs  tiian  lour  or  five  weeks,  the  officers  of  the  ship  had  (ormed  n  plan  of 
renewing  the  iiiMnument  whidi  had  been  erected  to  c'aptuin  Clerke. 
From  Cook's  and  I^  PcrouHc's  voyage,  it  is  well  known  tliut  Clcrko  wan 
buried  in  the  town  of  Saint  Peter  and  St  Saint  Paul,  under  a  large  tree, 
to  which  a  board,  with  an  inscription,  was  affixed,  mentioning;  his  death. 
Ills  age  and  rank,  and  the  object  of  the  cxpeilitioo,  in  which  he  lost  hia 
life.  We  found  the  escutcheon,  painted  by  Webber,  the  draughtsman  of 
the  Resolution,  and  suspended  by  Captain  King  in  the  church  at  Para* 
tunka,  in  the  portico  of  Major  Krupskoy's  house,  nur  did  any  one  appear 
to  know  what  cohnection  it  had  with  this  painted  board;  and  as  tfiero 
lias  been  no  church  for  many  years  either  in  Paratunku  or  Saint  Peter 
and  Saint  Paul,  it  was  very  fortunate  that  the  escutcheon  was  not  entire- 
ly  lost.    La  Perouse,  fintiing  the  board  on  the  tree  rotting  very  fast,  had 


IV  i 
the 


inscription  copied  on  a  plate  of  copper,  adding,  that  it  hud  been  re- 


stored  by  him ;  and  as  this  mscription  is  not  given  in  Cook's  voyage,  and 
every  thing  relative  to  him  and  his  companion  must  be  interesting  to  all, 
I  cannot  avoid  transcribing  it  here  firom  La  Perouse's  copy. 
•  •     • ' 

«  At  The  Root  Of  This  Tree  Lies  The  Body  Qf  '  ' 
Captain  Charles  Clerke, 
Who  Succeeded  To  The  Command  Of  His  Britannic 

Majesty's  Ships,  The  Resolution  And  '  * 

discovery.  On  The  Death  Of  Captain  James  Cook,  Who   ,    .' 
Was  Unfortunately  Killed  By  The  Natives 
At  An  Island  In  The  Soutli  Sea 
'  On  The  UTH  Of  February  In  The  Year  1779,    '"'  '    , 

'  '  And  Died  At  Sea  Of  A  Lingering  Consumption  The 

2SND  August  In  The  Same  Year,  Aged  38. 


"  Copi£  sur  I'inscription  Angloise  par  ordre  de  M'  Ic  C*  dc  la  Perouse 
chefd'tscadre,  en  178r.         „  ,       ...^  ,    v  .■  i      ' 

"  This  plate  La  Perouse  caused  to  be  nailed  on  the  wooden  monument. 
We  found  it  there,  although  it  bad  more  than  once  been  removed.  I'he 
monument  itself,  however,  appeared  to  promise  but  short  duration ;  for 
the  tree,  which  was  more  than  half  decayed,  could  not  stand  above  a  few 
jears  longer,  and  it  was  become  necessary  to  raise  a  more  durable  one  tu 
Cook's  companion.  We  also  ibuiid  the  coffin,  containing  the  remains  of 
De  Lisle  de  lu  Crnybre,  as  we  were  digging  up  the  ground,  a  i'ew  puces 
from  Clerke's  tomb,  after  having  long  suught  tor  it  in  vain.  La  Perouse 
iind  erected  a  monument  to  him  also ;  and,  upun  a  copper-plate,  had  ei>- 
graved  un  inscription,  containing  u  few  of  the  particulars  of  his  lite.     Of 
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of  October.  However,  on  ihe  fid,  both  ihipt  warped  out  of 
the  harbour,  olear  of  the  narrow  pa«M(||e,  and  came  to  an- 
chor in  leven  fathoma,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  Mtrog, 
The  day  before  we  went  out  of  the  harbour  the  cattle 
arrived  from  Verchnei ;  and,  that  the  men  might  receive 
the  full  benefit  of  this  capital  and  much-longcd-t'or  lupplj^, 
by  consuming  it  fresh,  Oaptain  Gore  came  to  a  determi- 
nation of  staying  five  or  six  days  longer.  Nor  whs  this  (ime 
idly  employed.  The  boats,  pumps,  sails,  and  ringing  of 
both  ships,  thereby  received  an  additional  repair.  And 
Captain  Uore  sparing  me  some  molasses,  and  the  use  of 
the  Resolution's  copper,  I  was  enabled  to  brew  a  fortnight's 
beer  for  the  crew,  and  to  make  a  farther  provision  of  ten 

puncheont 

this  there  wu  not  the  least  vestige  remaining,  though  no  longer  space 
then  eighteen  yeen  had  since  elapied.  The  memento  of  these  two  persons, 
equally  skilled  in  the  science  of  navigation,  and  who  had  both  lost  their 
lives  in  one  of  the  most  inhospitable  quarters  of  the  globe,  could  now  be 
united  in  one  moniiineiit ;  and,  for  this  purpose,  a  durable  pedestal  of 
wood  was  erected  as  near  as  possible  to  the  old  tree,  in  -order  still  to  pre- 
serve  the  locality ;  and  over  this  a  pvramid ;  on  one  side  of  which,  the 
plate,  which  La  Perouse  had  engraved,  was  fastened ;  and  on  the  oppo- 
site side,  a  copy  of  Captain  Gierke's  escutcheon,  made  for  the  occasion 
by  M.  Tilesius.  On  the  other  two  sides  were  the  following  inscriptions, 
ui  Russian :  '  In  the  first  voyage  round  the  world,  undertaken  by  the  Ru8> 
vians,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Krusenstem,  the  officers  of  the  ship 
liladeshda  erected  tliis  monument  to  the  memory  of  the  English  captain, 
Clerke,  on  the  15th  September  1U05.' 

"  And  on  the  side  facing  the  south :  '  Here  rest  the  ashes  of  De  Lisle 
dc  la  Croy^re,  the  astronomer  attached  to  the  expedition  commanded  by 
Commodore  Behring,  in  the  year  1741.' 

**  This  monument  was  constructed  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant 
RatmanofT;  and  his  anxietv  to  complete  it  previous  to  our  departure, 
made  him  overcome  every  aifRculty  in  the  way  of  such  an  undertaking  ia 
Kamtflchatka.  It  would  have  been  an  injustice  in  me  not  to  have  sup> 
ported  and  contributed  by  all  the  means  in  my  power  to  its  completion ; 
and  as  I  gave  them  not  only  workmen,  but  also  such  materials  as  we  had 
on  board  the  ship,  we  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  it  entirely  completed 
previous  to  our  departure.  A  deep  ditch  surrounded  the  whole ;  and,  in 
order  to  screen  it  against  any  accidental  injury,  it  was  inclosed  in  a 
liigh  paling,  the  door  of  which  was  to  be  kept  constantly  locked,  and  the 
key  to  remain  in  the  bands  of  the  governor  of  Saint  Peter  and  Saint 
Paul." 

Every  heart  that  is  capable  of  humane  emotions  will  respect  this  1ft- 
twur  infinitely  beyond  either  the  magnitude  or  the  importance  of  its  e& 
fects,  and  will  sladly  applaud  the  virtuous  sentiment  that  prompts  gene* 
rous  minds,  in  defiance  of  the  narrow  and  perishable  distinction  of  name 
and  nation,  to  reverence  the  kindred  ezcelleQce  and  the  common  lot  of 
their  feUow  creatures.— E. 
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liuncheont  of  atrong  ipruce  eutnce.  The  preient  rapply 
wM  Ide  more  ucceptuble,  as  our  lo^t  cask  of  ipirita,  except 
i.\  small  quantity  leU  in  reserve  tor  cases  of  necetsitj,  wm 
now  serving  out. 

The  ^d  was  the  name-day  of  tlie  Empress,  and  we  couUI 
want  no  inducement  to  shew  it  every  possible  respect.  Ao- 
cordingly,  Captain  Gore  invited  the  priest  of  Paratounca, 
Ivaskin,  and  the  serjeant,  to  dinner;  and  an  entertainment 
was  also  provided  lor  the  inferior  officers  of  the  garrison ; 
for  the  two  Toioni  of  Paratounca  and  Snint  Peter  and  Saint 
Paul,  and  for  the  other  better  sort  of  Kamtschadale  inha- 
bitants. The  rest  of  the  natives,  of  every  description,  were 
invited  to  partake  with  tire  ships'  companies,  who  had  a 
pound  of  good  fat  beef  served  out  to  each  man ;  and  what 
remained  of  our  spirits  was  made  into  grog,  and  divided 
amongst  them.  A  salute  of  twenty-one  guns  was  fired  at 
the  UKual  hour ;  and  the  wholo  was  conducted  (considering 
the  part  of  her  dominion  it  waa  in)  in  a  manner  not  unwoi- 
thy  so  renowned  and  magnificent  an  empress.  nf 

On  the  5th,  we  received  from  Bolcheretsk  a  fresh  supply 
of  tea,  sugar,  and  tobacco.  This  present  had  met  Coptaia 
ShmulefT  on  his  return,  and  was  accompanied  by  a  letter 
from  him,  in  which  he  informed  us,  that  the  sloop  from 
Okotzk  had  arrived  durins  his  absence ;  and  that  Madame 
Shoialeif,  who  was  entirely  in  our  interests,  had  lost  no 
time  in  dispatching  a  courier  with  the  few  presents,  Of 
which  our  acce{>tance  was  requested. 

The  appearance  of  foul  weather  on  the  6th  and  7th,  pre- 
vented our  unmooring ;  but  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  we 
sailed  out  towand  the  mouth  of  the  bay,  and  hoisted  in  all 
the  boats,  when  the  wind,  veering  to  the  southward,  stop- 
ped our  farther  progress,  and  obliged  us  to  drop  anchor  in 
ten  fathonas ;  the  oitrog  bearing  due  north,  half  a  league  dis- 
tant. 

The  weather  being  foggy,  and  the  wind  from  the  same 
quarter  during  the  forenoon  of  the  Qth,  we  continued  in 
our  station.  At  four  in  the  afternoon  we  again  unmoored  ; 
but  whilst  we  were  with  great  difficulty  weighing  our  last 
anchor,  I  was  told  that  the  drummer  of  the  marines  had 
left  the  boat  which  had  just  returned  from  the  village,  and 
that  he  was  last  seen  with  a  Kamtschadale  woman,  to  whom 
his  mewmates  knew  he  had  been  much  attached,  and  who 
bad  often  been  observed  persuading, him  to  stay  behind. 
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Though  this  roan  had  been  lone  useless  to  us,  from  a  swell* 
iny;  in  his  knee,  which  rendered  him  lame,  ^et  this  made 
me  the  more  unwilling  he  should  he  left  beLiiul,  to  become 
a  miserable  burden  both  to  the  Russians  and  himself.  I 
therefore  got  the  serjeant  to  send  parties  of  soldiers,  in  dif- 
ferent directions*  in  search  of  him,  whilst  some  of  our  sm1«* 
ors  went  to  a  well-known  haunt  of  his  in  the  neighbour- 
howl,  where  they  found  him  with  bis  woman.  On  the  re- 
turn of  this  party,  with  our  deserter,  we  weighed,  and  fol* 
lowed  the  Resolution  out  of  the  bay. 

Having;  at  length  taken  our  leave  of  Saint  Peter  and  Saint 
Paul,  1  shall  conclude  this  section  with  a  particular  de* 
scription  of  AwutskaBny,  and  the  coast  adjoining;  not  on- 
ly because  (it:*  three  inlets  included)  it  constitutes,  perhaps^ 
the  most  extensive  and  safest  harbour  that  has  yet  been 
discovered,  but  because  it  is  the  only  port  in  this  part  of 
the  world  capable  of  admitting  ships  of  any  otmsiderable 
burden.  The  term  Bay,  indeed,  is  perhaps  not  applicable, 
properly  speaking,  to  a  place  so  well  sheltered  as  Awatska; 
but,  then,  it  must  be  observed,  that,  from  the  loose  undis- 
kinguishing  manner  in  which  navigators  have  denominated 
certain  situations  of  sea  and  land,  with  respect  to  each 
other,  bays,  roads,  sounds,  harbours,  8cc.  we  have  no  de- 
fined and  determinate  ideas  affixed  to  these  words,  suffi* 
cient  tt>  warrant  us  in  changing  a  popular  name  for  one 
that  may  appear  more  proper. 

The  rntr.iiice  into  this  bay  is  in  5£*  51'  north  latitude, 
and  168*  48'  east  longitnde,  and  lies  in  the  bight  of  an- 
other exterior  bay,  formed  bv  Cheepoonskoi  Noss  to  the 
Mm  and  Cape  Gavareea  to  the  S.  The  former  of  these 
head  lands  bears  from  the  latter  N.£.  by  N.  f  £.,  and  is 
distant  thirty-two  leagues.  The  coast  from  Cape  Gavareea 
to  the  entrance  of  Awutska  Bay,  takes  a  direction  nearly 
M.,  and  is  eleven  leagues  in  extent.  It  consists  of  a  chain 
of  high  ragged  cliffs,  with  detached  rocks  frequently  lying 
off  them.  This  coast,  at  a  distance,  presents  in  many  parts 
an  appearance  ot  bays  or  inlets,  but,  on  a  nearer  approach^ 
the  head-lands  were  found  connected  by  low  ground. 

Cheepoonskoi  Noss  bears,  from  the  entrance  of  the  bay, 
£.N.b.  i  E ,  and  is  tweoty-Hve  leagues  distant.  On  this 
side  the  shore  is  low  and  flat,  #ith  hills  rising  behind  to  a 
considerable  height,     ia  the  latitutde  of  Cape  Gavareea 
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there  is  an  error  of  twenty-one  miles  in  the  Russian  charts^ 
its  true  latitude  being  A2"  21'. 

This  striking  difference  of  the  land  on  each  side  Awat> 
ska  Bay,  with  their  different  bearings,  are  the  best  ^idei 
to  steer  for  it  in  coming  from  the  southward ;  and,  m  ap- 
proaching it  from  the  northward,  Cheepoonskoi  Noss  will 
make  itself  very  conspicuous ;  for  it  is  a  high  projecting' 
head-land,  with  a  considerable  extent  of  level  ground  lower 
than  the  Noss,  uniting  it  to  the  continent.  It  presents  the 
same  appearance,  whether  viewed  from  the  north  or  souths 
and  will  warn  the  mariner  not  to  be  deceived  in  imagining 
Awatska  Bay  to  lie  in  the  Vight  which  the  coast  forms  to 
the  northward  of  this  Noss,  and  which  might  be  the  case, 
from  the  striking  resemblance  there  is  between  a  conical 
hill  within  this  bight  or  bay,  and  one  to  the  south  of  Awat- 
ska Bay. 

I  have  been  thus  particular  in  giving  a  minute  descrip- 
tion of  this  coast,  from  our  own  experience  of  the  want  of 
it.  For  had  we  been  furnished  with  a  tolerable  account  of 
the  form  of  the  coast  on  each  side  of  Awatska  Bay,  we' 
should,  on  our  first  arrival  upon  it,  have  got  safely  within 
the  bay  two  days  before  we  did,  and  thereoy  have  avoided 
part  of  the  stormy  weather  which  came  on  when  we  Were 
plying  off  the  mouth  of  the  harbour.  Besides,  from  the 
prevalence  of  fogs  in  these  seas,  it  must  frequently  bap- 
pen,  that  an  observation  for  ascertaining  the  latitude  can- 
not be  got ;  to  which  we  may  add,  that  the  deceptive  ap- 
pearances land  makes  when  covered  with  snow,  and  when 
viewed  through  an  hazy  atmosphere,  both  which  circum- 
stances prevail  here  during  the  greatest  part  of  the  year, 
render  the  knowledge  of  a  variety  of  discriminating  ob- 
jects the  more  neces»sary. 

Should,  however,  the  weather  l»e  clear  enough  to  admit 
a  view  of  the  mountains  on  the  coast  in  its  neighbourhood, 
these  will  serve  to  point  out  the  situation  of  Awatska  Bay, 
with  a  great  deal  of  precision.  For  to  the  south  of  it  are 
two  high  mountains ;  that  which  is  nearest  to  the  bay,  is 
shaped  like  a  sugar-loaf;  the  other,  wiiich  is  fa«:ther  iii- 
land,  does  not  appear  so  high,  and  is  flat  at  the  top.  To 
the  north  of  the  bay,  are  three  very  conspicuous  moun- 
tains ;  the  westernmost  is;  to  appearance,  the  highest ;  the 
next  is  the  volcano  mountain,  which  may  he  known  from 
the  smoke  that  issues  from  its  top,  and  likewise  from  some 
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high  tuble-hilU  connected  with  it,  and  stretching  to  the 
northward;  these  two  arc  somewhat  pcuked.  The  third, 
and  the  moat  northerly,  might  perhaps  be  more  properly 
c>alled  a  cluster  of  mountains,  as  it  presents  to  the  sight  se- 
veral flat  tops. 

Wiien  tlie  navigator  has  got  within  the  capes,  and  into 
the  outward  bay,  a  perpendicular  hcad-iand,  with  a  light- 
house erected  upon  it,  will  point  out  the  entrance  of  the 
bay  of  Awatska  lo  the  northward.  To  the  eastward  of  this 
head-land  lie  many  sunken  rocks,  stretching  into  the  sea, 
to  the  distance  of  two  or  three  miles  ;  and  which  will  shew 
themselves,  if  there  be  but  a  moderate  sea  or  swell.  Four 
miles  to  the  south  of  the  entrance  lies  a  small  round  island, 
very  distinguishable  from  being  principally  composed  of 
iiigh  pointed  rocks,  with  one  of  them  strikingly  remark- 
able, as  being  much  larger,  more  peaked  and  perpendicU" 
]ar  than  the  re^t. 

It  is  no  way  necessary  lo  be  equally  particular  in  the 
description  of  the  buy  itself,  as  of  its  approaches  a,nd  en- 
virons ;  since  no  words  can  giye  the  mariner  a  perfect  idea 
of  it.  The  entrance  is  at  first  near  three  miles  wide,  and  in 
the  narrowest  part  one  mile  and  a  half,  aud  four  miles  long, 
in  a  N.N.W.  direction.  Within  the  mouth  is  a  noble  bason 
of  twenty-live  miles  circuit,  with  the  capacious  harbours  of 
Tareinska  to  the  W.,  of  Rakowccna  to  the  E.,  and  the 
small  one  of  Saint  Peter  and  Suint  Paul,  where  we  lay,  to 
theN. 

Tareinska  harbour  is  about  three  miles  in  breadth,  and 
twelve  in  length ;  it  stretches  to  the  E.S.E.,  and  is  sepa- 
lated  from  the  sea,  at  the  bottom,  by  a  narrow  neck  of 
land.  The  road  into  this  harbour  is  perfectly  free  fronv 
rocks  or  shoals.  We  had  never  less  tlian  seven  fathoms 
water,  as  far  as  our  survey  extended ;  for  we  were  not  able 
to  get  to  the  bottom  of  the  harbour  on  account  of  the  ice. 

The  harbour  of  Rakoweena  would  deserve  the  prefe- 
rence over  the  other  two,  if  its  entrance  were  not  impeded 
hy  a  shoal  lying  in  the  middle  of  the  channel ;  which,  in 
general,  will  make  it  necessary  to  warp  in,  unless  there  be 
a  leading  wind.  It  is  from  one  mile  to  half  a  mile  in  width, 
imd  three  miles  long,  running  at  first  in  a  S.E.,  and  after- 
ward in  an  easterly  direction.  Its  depth  is  from  thirteen  to 
three  fathoms. 

Saint  Peter  and  Saint  Paul's  is  one  of  the  most  conve- 
nient 


> 


■•*•  .T*i 


CHAP.  VI.  SECT.  V.     Captain  King's  Journal. 


165 


and 


\e  ice. 

Ipret'e- 
peded 
:h,  in 
;re  be 
ridth, 
after- 

leen  to 

Conve- 
nient 


nient  little  harbours  I  ever  saw.  It  will  hold  conveniently 
Imlfa  dozen  ships,  moored  head  and  Htern  ;  and  is  fit  for 
giving  them  any  kind  of  repairs.  The  south  side  is  formed 
by  a  Tow  sandy  neck,  exceedingly  narrow,  on  which  the 
ostrog  is  built;  and  whose  point  may  almost  be  touched  by 
ships  goin^  in,  having  three  fathoms  water  close  in  wilh  it. 
In  the  mill  channel,  which  is  no  more  than  two  hundred 
and  seventy-eight  feet  across,  there  are  six  fatiioms  and  a 
half;  the  deepest  water  within  is  seven  fathoms;  and  in 
every  part  over  a  muddy  bottom.  We  found  some  incon- 
venience from  the  toughness  of  the  ground,  which  con  - 
stantly  broke  the  messenger,  and  gave  us  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  in  gelling  up  the  anchors.  There  is  a  watering- 
place  at  the  head  of  the  harbour. 

The  plan  we  drew  points  out  the  shoal  to  be  avoided,  ly- 
ing off  the  eastern  harbour,  as  well  as  the  spit  within  the 
entrance,  stretching  from  the  S.W.  shore,  and  over  which 
there  are  only  three  fathoms  water.   In  order  to  steer  clear 
of  the  latter,  a  small  island,  or  perhaps  it  may  rather  be 
called  a  large  detached  rock,  lying  on  the  west  shore  of 
the  entrance,  is  to  be  shut  in  with  the  land  to  the  south  of 
it;  and  to  steer  clear  of  the  former,  the  Three  Needle 
Rocks,  which  lie  on  the  east  shore  of  the  entrance  near 
the  light-housc  head,  are  to  be  kept  open  with  the  head- 
lands (or  bluB'-heads)  that  rise  to  the  noi*thward  of  the  first 
small  bay,  or  bending,  observable  on  the  east  side  of  the 
entrance.     When  arrived  to  the  north  of  the  north  head- 
land of  the  eastern  harbour,  the  shoal  is  past. 

In  sailing  into  the  harbour  of  Saint  Peter  and  Saint  Paul, 
and  approaching  the  village,  it  is  necessary  to  keep  in  close 
to  the  eastern  shore,  in  order  to  avoid  a  spit  which  run» 
from  the  head-land  to  the  S.W.  of  the  town.? 
^  Before  I  proceed  to  give  a  table  of  the  result  of  our 
astronomical  observations  at  this  place,  it  vAay  be  proper 
to  acquaint  the  reader,  that  tlie  time-keeper  we  had  on 
board  the  Resolution,  which  was  an  exact  copy  of  that  in- 
vented by  Mr  Harrison,  and  executed  by  Mr  Kendal,  stop- 
ped on  the  27th  of  April,  a  few  days  before  we  first  came 

into 

^  Every  reader  will  be  pleased  to  learn,  that  Krusenstern  bears  ample' 
testimony ,  to  the  general  accuracy  of  Captain  King's  drawings  and  de- 
scriptions of  tlie  bay,  &c.  This  intimation  is  probably  sufficient  for  most 
ftersons,  without  any  special  uxempliiication  of  the  coincidences  betwixt 
iliesp  two  writers.— -C. 
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into  Awatska  Bay.  It  had  been  always  kept  with  the  most 
scrupulous  care  during  the  voyage,  having  never  been 
trusted  for  a  moment  into  any  other  hands  than  those  of 
Captain  Cook  and  mine.  No  accident  could  therefore  have 
happened  to  it^  to  which  we  could  attribute  its  stopping ; 
Qor  could  it  have  arisen  from  the  effects  of  intense  cold,  as 
the  thermometer  was  very  little  below  the  freezing  point. 
As  soon  as  the  discovery  was  made,  I  consulted  with  Cap- 
tain Clerke  what  course  it  was  best  to  pursue ;  whether  to 
let  it  remain  as  it  was,  entirely  useless  to  us,  for  the  pur- 
pr^se  of  satisfying  the  curious  at  home,  where  it  was  sure  of 
being  examined  by  proper  judges,  or  suffer  it  tu  be  inspect- 
ed br  H  seaman  on  board,  who  bad  served  a  regular  appren- 
ticeship to  a  watchmaker  in  London,  and  appeared  suffi- 
cienf'y  knowing  in  the  business,  from  his  success  in  cleim- 
ing  aud  repairing  several  watclies  since  we  had  been  out. 
The  ad/antages  we  had  derived  from  its  accuracy,  made  us 
extreinely  unwilling  to  be  deprived  of  its  use  during  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  voyage ;  and  that  object  appeared  to 
us  to  be  of  much  greater  importance  than  the  small  degree 
of  probability,  which  we  understood  was  all  that  could  be 
expected,  of  obtaining  any  material  knowledge  respecting 
its  mechanism,  by  deferring  the  inspection  of  it.    At  the 
same  time,  it  should  be  remembered,  that  the  watch  had 
already  a  sufiicietit  trial,  both  in  the  former  voyage  and 
during  the  three  years  we  had  now  had  it  on  board  to  as- 
certain its  utility.  On  these  considerations,  we  took  the  op- 
portunity of  the  first  clear  day,  after  our  arrival  in  Awat- 
ska Bay,  of  opening  the  watch,  which  was  done  in  the  cap- 
tain's cabin,  and  in  our  presence.    The  watchmaker  found 
no  part  of  the  work  broken  ;  but  not  being  able  to  set  it 
c*.  -going,  he  proceeded  to  take  off  the  cock  and  balance, 
?,uu  cleaned  both  the  pivot-holes,  which  he  found  very 
foul,  and  the  rest  of  the  work  rather  dirty ;  he  also  took  off 
the  dial-plik!:e ;  and,  between  two  teeth  of  the  wheel  that 
carsies  the  second-hand,  found  a  piece  of  dirt,  which  he 
imagined  to  be  the  principal  cause  of  its  stopping.  Having 
allerward  put  the  work  together,  and  oiled  it  as  spa;.ing]y 
as  possible,  the  watch  appeared  to  go  free  and  well. 

Having  received  orders  the  next  day  to  go  to  Bolche- 
retsk,  the  time-keeper  was  left  in  the  care  of  MrBayley,  to 
compare  it  with  his  watch  and  clock,  in  order  to  get  its 
rate.    On  my  return,  I  was  told  it  had  gone  for  some  days 
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with  tolerable  regularity,  losing  only  from  fiAeen  to  seven- 
teen seconds  a-day,  when  it  stopped  a  second  time.  It  was 
again  opened,  and  the  cause  of  its  stopping  appeared  to  be 
owin^  to  the  man  having  put  some  part  of  the  work  badly 
together  when  he  first  opened  it.  Being  again  adjusted,  it 
was  found  to  gain  above  a  minute  a^day ;  and,  m  the  at- 
tempt to  alter  the  regulator  and  balance-spring,  he  broke 
the  latter.  He  afterward  made  a  new  spring;  but  the 
watch  now  went  so  irregularly,  that  we  made  no  farther 
use  of  it*  The  poor  fellow  was  not  less  chagrined  than  we 
were  at  our  bad  success ;  which,  however,  1  am  convinced, 
was  more  owing  to  the  miserable  tools  he  was  obliged  to 
work  with,  and  the  stiffness  his  hands  had  contracted  from 
his  ordinary  occupation,  than  to  his  want  of  skill. 

For  the  satisfaction  of  those  who  may  wish  to  have  a  ge- 
neral view  of  its  rate  of  going,  I  have  added  the  following 
table. 

The  first  and  second  columns  contain  the  dates  when, 
and  the  names  of  the  places  where  its  rate  was  observed. 
The  third  column  contains  the  daily  error  of  its  rate,  so 
found  from  mean  time.  The  fourth  column  has  the  longi- 
tude of  each  place,  accf)rding  to  the  (ireenwich  rate ;  that 
is,  calculated  on  a  supposition  thai  the  tiuse-keeper  had 
not  varied  its  rate  from  the  time  it  left  Greenwich.  But  as 
we  had  frequent  opportunities  of  ascertaining  the  variation 
of  its  daily  error,  or  finding  its  new  rate,  the  fifth  col-.iua 
hau  the  iongittjide  according  ko  its  last  rate,  calculated  from 
the  true  lonuitude  of  the  place  last  departed  from.  The 
sixth  is  the  true  longitude  of  the  place  deduced  from  as- 
tronomical observations  made  by  ourselves,  and  compared 
with  those  made  by  others,  whenever  such  could  be  obtain- 
ed. The  sev  nth  column  shews  tb*  diiferencs  between  the 
fourth  column  and  the  sixth  in  space ;  and  the  eighth  the 
same  difierence  in  tim^.  The  ninth  shews  the  number  of 
mouths  and  days  in  which  the  error,  thus  dett  rmined,  had 
ueen  accumrlating.  The  difference  between  the  fifth  and 
sixth  columns  is  found  in  the  tenth,  and  stiews  the  error  of 
the  time-keeper, according  to  its  rate  last  found,  in  space; 
and  the  eleventh  the  same  error  in  time.  The  twelfth  con- 
tains the  time  elapsed  in  sailing  from  the  p  ace  where  the 
rate  was  last  taken,  to  the  place  whose  longitude  is  last  de- 
termined. The  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  contain  the  state 

«f  the  air  at  the  time  of  each  observation. 
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As  persons,  unaccustomed  ^o  calculations  of  this  sort, 
may  fiod  some  difficulty  in  comprehending  the  nature  of 
the  table,  the  two  following  instances  will  more  clearly 
explain  it. 

Thus,  on  the  S4tli  October,  1776,  (first  column,)  at  the 
Gape  of  Good  Hope  (second  column,)  we  found  the  daily 
error,  in  the  rate  of  its  going,  to  be  2" ,26  (third  column.) 
The  longitude  of  thut  place,  calculated  on  a  supposition 
that  the  rate  of  the  time-keeper  had  continued  ihc  same 
from  the  time  of  our  leaving  Greenwich,  that  is,  had  a  re- 
gular daily  error  of  l",Ql,  is  found  to  be  18°  'UV  30"  east 
(fourth  column.)  And  us  its  rate  at  Greenwich  is,  in  this 
instance,  its  latest  rate,  the  longitude  thus  found  is  the 
same  (fifth  column.)  The  true  longitude  of  the  place  is  18f 
23'  \!>"  (sixth  column.)  From  whence  it  appears,  that  in 
our  iim  from  Greenwich  to  the  Cape,  the  watch  would 
have  led  us  into  an  error  only  of  3'  13"  (seventh  column^) 
or  ihi-^e  miles  one  quarter;  or  had  varied  IS"  of  tune 
(eightik  column,)  in  four  months  twenty-three  days  (ninth 
c't  iumn,)  the  period  between  our  leavmg  Greenwich  and 
'Ur  arrival  at  the  Cape.  As  the  Greenwich  is  the  latest  er- 
ror, i  ^enth,  eleventh,  and  twelfth  columns,  will  be  th  j 
Batn^  wuh  the  seventh  and  ninth. 

But,  on  the  23d  of  February,  1777,  (first  column,)  at 
Queen  Charlotte's  Sound,  New  Zealand,  (second  column,) 
the  daily  error  of  its  rate  was  found  to  be  2',91,  (third  co- 
lumn.) The  longitude  of  this  place,  according  to  the 
Greenwich  rate,  is  173**  25',  (fourth  column.)  But  having 
found  at  the  Cape,  that  it  had  altered  its  rate  from  a  daily 
error  of  r',2l,  to  2",26,  the  longitude  corrected  by  this  new 
rate  is  found  to  be  174"  44-'  23*,  (fifth  column.)  The  true 
longitude  of  the  place  being  174**  23'  31",  (sixth  column  ;) 
it  appears  that,  in  our  run  from  Greenwich  to  New  Zealand, 
the  error  would  have  been  only  1*  1'  29",  (seventh  column,) 
or  sixty-one  miles  and  a  half,  even  if  we  had  not  had  an  op- 
portunity of  correcting  its  daily  error  ;  or,  in  other  words, 
that  the  watch  had  varied  4'  5'',3,  (eighth  column,)  in  nine 
months  four  days,  (ninth  column.)  But  the  longitude,  as 
given  by  its  new  rate,  leaves  an  error  of  only  SO*  54",  (tenth 
column,)  near  thirty-oiie  miles,  or,  in  time,  2'  .*i",G,  (ele- 
venth columu,)  which  has  been  accumulating  d  .ring  our 
run  from  the  Cape  to  New  Zealand,  or  in  four  months  nine 
(lays,  (twelfth  column.)  The  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  co- 
lumns require  no  explanation. 
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From  this  vi««r  of  tb«  time-keeper  it  appears,  that  for 
near  two  yean  it  altered  it*  rate  very  inconsiderably,  and 
therefore  that  iti  error,  according  to  the  Greenwich  rate, 
if  we  had  had  no  opportunities  of  currpctinc;  it,  amounted 
only  to  2|^  That  afterward,  at  King  George's  Sound,  or 
Nootka,it  was  found  to  have  varied  exceedingly ;  of  course, 
the  longitude,  by  it  Greenwich  rate,  was  becoming  coni^i- 
derably  erroneous.  About  this  time,  it  should  be  remarked, 
the  thermomtler  was  varying  from  65**  to  4  J*.  The  great- 
est alteration  we  ever  observed  in  the  watcli  was,  during 
the  three  weeks  we  were  cruising  to  the  N. ;  in  wiricb  in- 
terval, it  gave  the  longitude  of  the  East  Cape  with  a  differ- 
ence of  twenty-eight  miles.  1  have  marked  the  longitude 
of  Saint  Peter  and  Saint  Paul,  as  given  by  the  time-keeper, 
notwithstanding  it  stopped  a  few  days  oefore  we  arrived 
there ;  this  1  was  enabled  to  do,  from  comparing  the  lon- 
gitude it  gave  the  day  before  it  stopped,  with  that  given 
hy  Mr  Bayley's  watch^  and  allowing  for  the  error  of  the 
latter. 

The  use  of  so  aecarftte  a  measure  of  time  is  sufficiently 
evident,  from  its  furnishing  in  itself  the  means  of  approxi- 
mating to  the  longitude  at  sea,  as  may  be  seen  in  tii*;  above 
table.  But,  besides  this,  we  were  enabled,  by  the  same 
means,  to  give  a  degree  of  accuracy  to  the  lunar  observa- 
tions, which  they  cannot  otherwise  pretend  to ;  an.!,  at  the 
same  time,  by  reducing  a  number  of  those  observations  to 
one  time,  obtain  resnUs  approaching  still  nearer  to  the 
truth.  In  surveying  coasts,  and  ascertaining  the  true  posi- 
tion of  capes  and  head-lands,  it  reaches  the  utmost  degree 
of  practical  exactness.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  to  be  ob- 
served, that  lunar  observations,  in  their  turn,  are  absolutely 
necessary,  in  order  to  reap  the  greatest  possible  advantages 
from  the  time-keeper ;  since,  by  ascertaining  the  true  lon- 
gitude of  places,  they  discover  the  error  of  its  rate.  The 
original  observations  that  were  made  in  the  course  of  this 
voyage,  have  been  published  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Lon- 
gitude, and  to  those  I  must  re^r  the  reader,  for  his  further 
information  on  this  subject. 

N.B.  The  observatories  were  placed  on  the  west  side  of 
the  village  of  baint  Peter  and  Saint  Paul. 


Latitude  deduced  from  meridian  zenith 
distances  of  the  sun,  and  of  five  stars 
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to  the  S.,  anil  five  to  the  N.  of  the 
aeoith        ..... 

Longitude  deduced  from  one  hundred 
and  ^rty«Mx  sets  of  lunar  observa- 
tiooA         -         -  ... 

Longitudy  >y  timf^-keeper,  according  to 
its  Oreennri^'h  rate 

Longitude  by  time-keeper,  according  to 
its  rate  found  at  Ownyhee 

VariMtioo  of  t;ioe  compass,  by  azimuths 
taken  with  three  compasses,  made  by 
Knight,  Gregory,  and  Martin 

Dip  of  the  North  Pole  of  the  magnetic 
needle,  being  a  mean  of  the  observa- 
tions taken  in  June  and  September 


53'     0*    38"  N. 


158     43     16    £. 
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159    20 


6     18     40    E. 


63 


It  was  high  water,  on  the  full  and  change  of  the  moon, 
at  thirty-six  minutes  past  four,  and  the  greatest  rise  was 
five  feet  eight  inches.  The  tides  were  very  regular  every 
twelve  hours.  On  the  coast,  near  the  bay,  the  flood  came 
from  the  S.,  and  the  time  of  high  water  was  near  two  hours 
sooner  than  in  the  harbour  of  Saint  Peter  and  Saint  Paul. 


!\ 


, ,  Section  VI. 

General  Account  of  Kamtschatka.—  Geographical  Description. 
-^Rivers. — Soil. — Climate. — Volcanoes. — Hot  Spri/jn^s.— 
Productions. — Vegetablea. — Animals. — Birds. — Fish* 

Kamtschatka  is  the  name  of  a  peninsula  situated  on 
the  easteiu  coast  of  Ania,  running  nearly  N.  and  S.,  from 

52" 


i'O 


to 


*  Some  doubt  may  be  entertained  of  the  propriety  with  which  Captain 
Kin^  hag  occupied  so  large  a  portion  of  his  volume  as  two  chapters,  or 
sections,  with  a  subject,  respecting  which  it  is  most  certain,  his  know* 
ledge  must  have  resulted  from  almost  Hny  thing  else  than  his  own  per* 
sonal  observation.  There  is  force  in  the  objection.  But  it  must  be  allow* 
ed  on  the  other  hand,  that  there  was  no  inconsiderable  inducement  to 
supply  the  public  with  a  tolerable  share  of  information  concerning  a  ooun* 
try  which,  distant  and  uncultivated  as  it  was,  seemed  notwithstanding  to 
be  entitled  to  more  regard  than  had  usually  been  paid  to  it.  Steller's 
work,  of  which  he  has  properly  availed  himself,  had  been  bat  recently 
published,  viz.  in  1774,  and  in  til  probability  had  not  hitherto  occupied 

-  •  much 
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6^®  to  Gl*  N.  latitude;  the  longitude  of  its  southern  exirc- 
niily  being  156^  4/>'  E.  The  isthmus,  wiiich  joins  it  to  th« 
continent  on  the  N.,  lies  be'  pen  the  (jiilfof  Oliitorsk  and 
the  Ci'uU"  of  Pcnshinsk.  I«s  southern  extremity  is  Cape 
Lopatka,  a  word  signifying  ihe  blude  hone  of  u  man,  and  is 
so  called  from  its  supposed  resemblanre  to  it.  I'he  shape 
of  the  whole  peninsula  is  not  unlike  that  of  a  shoe,  widen- 
ing from  the  toe  (which  we  may  suppose  to  be  Cape  Lo- 
patka)  toward  the  middle,  and  narrowing  again  toward  the 
heel,  the  neck  of  land  above  mentioned  connecting  it  with 
the  continent.  Its  greatest  breadth  is  from  the  mouth  of 
tile  river  Tigil  to  that  of  Knmtschatka,  and  is  computed  to 
be  two  hundred  and  thirty-six  miles,  from  whence  it  nar- 
rows very  gradually  toward  each  extremity. 

It  is  bounded  on  the  N.  by  the  country  of  the  KoriaclM ; 
1o  the  S.  and  E.,  by  the  North  J*acitic  Ocean ;  and  to  the 
W.,  by  the  sen  of  Okotzk.  A  chain  of  high  mountains 
stretches  the  whole  length  of  the  country,  from  N.  to  S., 
dividing  it  nearly  into  two  equal  parts,  from  whence  a  great 
number  of  rivers  take  their  rise,  and  empty  themselves,  on 
each  side,  into  the  Pacific  Ocean  and  the  sea  of  Okotzk. 

There  are  three  rivers  of  much  greater  magnitude  than 
the  rest ;  the  Bolchoireka,  or  great  river,  so  called  from 
bolchoia,  which  signifies  great^  and  reka,  a  river;  the  rivcr 

Kamtschatka, 

much  attention.  The  ear'^icr  <m  runts,  whether  published  separntely  as 
the.t  of  Kraschenfnnikof,  Mi.  £i; ;  ish  tranalation  of  which  appeared  at 
Gloucester  in  1764,  ot  c.  airier]  n  other  worki,  as  an  article  in  Palias's 
New  Memoirs  ot  the  Noj.;!},  were  perhaps  still  less  consulted.  Captain 
King's  description,  therefore,  .'i*i  posing  the  subject  in  any  degree  ei^titlcd 
to  notice,  was  neither  unnecessary  nor  unprofitable.  It  has  been  generally 
employed  as  the  basis  of  the  subsequent  accounts  which  have  been  insert- 
ed in  gazetteers  and  treatises  of  geography.  But  there  have  been  several 
works,  entitled  to  the  consideration  of  being  original,  published  since  its 
appearance,  from  which  some  additions  might  be  obtained,  or  which  point 
out  reasons  for  correction,— not  so  much  however,  it  is  proper  to  remark, 
because  of  errors  committed  by  Captain  K.,  as  because  of  alterations  oc- 
curred in  the  coimtry  since  his  time.  A  few  of  these,  unfortunately  not 
much  for  the  better,  have  been  stated,  or  will  br;  w,  on  the  authority  of 
one  of  the  last  visitors  to  Kanitschatka,  Captain  Krusenstem.  This  gen- 
tleman, however,  it  ought  to  be  understood,  admits  the  general  accuracy 
of  the  previous  accounts  given  by  Krascheninnikof,  Steller,  and  King,  and 
therefore,  avoiding  repetition,  restricts  himself  almost  entirely  to  the 
mention  of  the  most  material  changes  which  have  taken  place  during  the 
last  thirty  years.  This  will  readily  be  allowed  enough  for  our  present 
purpose,  exclusive  of  any  attention  to  the  other  productions  lA'luch  have 
treated  of  Kamtschntka)  in  the  intermediate  perioil. — E. 


CHAP.  VI.  SECT.  VI.     Captain  Kitig'i  hurnul.      i,  173 


on 


Kamt  .'liiUku,  and  the  AwuUl    .    The  (irst  empties  itself 
into  *'ie  gca  of  Okoti:k,  and  is  navigable  tur  tlie  Hiiiisiun 
'^'^lliols  upwards  of  five  leagues  from  its  luuutli,  or  within 
u»ne  uiik's  >  I  Uolcheretsk,  a  town  siluated  at  the  coiiilnx  of 
the  GoiUniVka  and  the  Distraia,  which  here  lose  iheniselvea 
in  the  Holclioireka.  The  Bistrnia  itself  is  no  iticonsidcrablc 
liver.     Jt  (lerives  its  source  from  the  same  mountain  with 
the  river  Kamtschatka,  and,  by  taking  a  direct  contrary 
course,  affords  the  Kanilschadales  the  means  of  transport- 
ing their  goods  by  water  in  small  canoes,  almost  across  the 
whole  peninsula.     The  river  Kamtschatka,  after  maintain- 
ing a  course  of  near  three  hundred  miles  from  $.  to  N 
winds  round  to  the  eastward  ;  in  which  direction  it  emp 
itself  into  the  ocean,  a  little  to  the  southward  of  K* 
schntkoi  Noss.  Near  the  mouth  of  the  Kamtschatka  to 
M.W.,  lies  the  great  lake  called  Nerpitsch,  from  nerpi, 
Kamtschadale  word,  signifying  u  seal,  with  which  this  lake 
abounds.  About  twenty  miles  up  the  river,  reckoning  from 
the  mouth  of  the  lake,  is  a  fort  culled  Nishnci  Kamtschat- 
ka ostro'g,  where  the  Russians  have  built  an  hospital  and 
barracks ;  and  which,  we  were  informed,  is  become  the 
principal  mart  in  this  country. 

The  river  Awatska  rises  from  the  mountains  situated  be- 
tween the  Bolchoireka  and  the  Bistraia,  and  running,  from 
N.W.  to  S.E.,  a  course  of  one  hundred  miles,  falls  into  the 
bay  of  Awatska.  The  Tigil  is  likewise  a  river  of  considera- 
ble size,  rising  amidst  some  very  high  mountains,  which  lie 
under  the  same  parallel  with  Kamtschatkoi  Noss,  and  run- 
ning in  an  even  course  from  S.E.  to  N.W.,  falls  into  the 
sea  at  Qkotzk.  All  the  other  rivers  of  this  peninsula,  which 
are  almost  infinite  in  number,  are  too  small  to  deserve  a 
particular  enumeration. 

If  1  may  judge  of  the  soil,  from  what  I  saw  of  its  vege- 
table productio  s,  I  should  not  hesitate  in  pronouncing  it 
barren  in  the  extreme.  Neither  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  bay,  nor  in  the  country  I  traversed  on  my  journey  to 
Bolcheretsk,  nor  in  any  of  our  hunting  expeditions^  did  I 
ever  meet  with  the  smallest  spot  of  ground  that  resembled 
what  in  England  is  called  a  good  green  turf;  or  that  seem- 
ed as  if  it  could  be  turned  to  any  advantage,  either  in  the 
way  of  pasturage,  or  other  mode  of  cultivation.  The  face 
of  the  country  in  general  was  thinly  covered  with  stunted 
trees,  having  a  bottom  of  moss,  mixed  with  low  weak 

heath. 
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heath.  The  whole  bore  a  more  striking  reaemblance  to 
Newfoundland,  than  to  any  other  part  of  the  world  I  had 
ever  leen. 

It  must  however  be  observed,  that  I  saw  at  Paratonnca 
three  or  four  stacks  of  sweet  and  verj  fine-looking  hay ; 
and  Major  Behnn  informed  me,  that  many  parts  of  the 
peninsula,  particularlv  the  banks  of  the  river  &amt8cbatk» 
and  the  Bistraia,  produce  grass  of  great  height  and  strength^ 
which  they  cut  twice  in  the  summer ;  and  that  the  hay  ia 
of  a  succulent  quality,  and  particularly  well  adapted  to  the 
fattening  of  cattle.  Indeed  it  should  appear^  from  the  sise 
and  fatness  of  the  thirty-six  head  that  were  sent  down  t6 
us  from  the  Verchnei  ostroe,  and  which,  we  were  told^ 
were  bred  and  fattened  in  the  neighbourhood,  that  they 
must'  have  had  the  advantage  of  both  good  pastures  ana 
meadows.  For  it  is  worth  our  notice,  that  the  first  supply 
we  received,  conmting  of  twenty,  came  to  us  iust  at  the 
close  of  the  winter,  and  before  the  snow  was  off  the  ground} 
and  therefore  probably  had  tasted  nothing  but  bay  for  the 
seven  preceding  months.  And  this  agrees  with  what  is  re- 
lated by  Krascheninnikoff,  that  there  is  no  part  of  the  coun- 
try equal  in  fertility  to  that  which  borders  on  the  river 
Kamtschatka;  and  that  to  the  N.  and  S.  it  is  much  inferior 
both  in  point  of  soil  and  climate.  He  relates^  that  repeated 
experiments  have  been  made  in  the  culture  of  oats,  barley, 
and  rye,  in  different  quarters  near  this  river,  which  have 
seneraliy  succeeded ;  that,  in  particular,  some  persons  be- 
longing to  the  convent  of  Jakutzk,  who  had  settled  in  that 
part-  of  the  country,  had  sown  barley  there,  which  had 
yielded  an  extraordinary  increase;  and  he  has  no  doubt  but 
that  wheat,  in  many  parts,  particularly  near  the  source  of 
the  Bistraia  and  Kamtschatka,  would  grow  as  well  as  in  the 
generality  of  countries  situated  in  the  same  latitude.  Per- 
haps the  superior  fertility  of  the  country  here  spoken  of, 
may,  in  a  great  measure,  be  accounted  for,  from  its  lying 
in  that  part  of  the  peninsula  which  is  by  much  the  widest, 
and  consequently  farthest  removed  from  the  sea,  on  each 
side.  The  moist  chilling;  fogs  and  drizzling  weather  which 
prevail  almost  perpetual^  along  the  coast,  must  necessarily 
render  the  parts  adjacent  very  unfit  for  all  the  purposes  of 
agriculture.* 

••■■■••  It 


*  It  is  in  the  vicinity  of  Saint  Peter  and  Saint  Paul,  Kruienstern  allows, 
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It  is  natural  to  suppose,  that  the  severity  of  the  climate 
must  be  in  due  proportion  to  the  general  sterility  of  the 
soil,  of  which  it  is  probably  the  cause.    The  first  time  we 

saw 

tint  the  climate  is  so  unfitvourable^  and  dw  soil,  fa  oonaeiniaMe^  toiio* 
gmtcful.  But  be  tpedfiM  rauoM  for  bdieviiig  that  tba  oiiddle  provinoM 
of  Kamtacbatska  are  equal*  if  not  superior,  to  many  in  Eurapeanr  RuMia* 
in  respect  of  natural  advantages,  though  certainly  rar  kiS  indebted  to  the 
hand  of  num.  fHe  tells  us,  htmevef,  timt  in  the  interior,  lereral  tptdaa  of 
com  are  brought  to  perfectiou  and  many  kinds  of  vegetables  are  cultiva* 
ted.  In  his  opinion  the  climate  is  not  so  bad  aa  it  has  generally  been  re> 
presented,  ana  he  is  convinced  that  the  indolence  of  the  inbabttants,  and 
the  incapacity  occasioned  l>y  the  immoderate  use  of  spirits*  are  fiir  more 
in  fiialt  as  to  the  deficiency  or  unproductiveness  of  the  soil,  than  the  tn* 

Sient  fogs  which  are  so  much  coonplained  of,  or  any  other  unkindneas  on 
e  port  of  nature.    In  proof  of  this,  he  maintains,  that  the  officers  who 
are  garrisoned  here,  have  laid  out  gsirdene  for  themselves  which,  by  pro- 
per care,  ^eld  almost  every  kind  of  VMetaUe  necessarr  for  the  table,  and 
that  too  m  quantities  beyond  the  usud  ctemand.    Bendes  the  materially 
eflkient  checks  already  mentioned,  this  gentleman  specifies  a  very  unrea- 
sonable notion,  pretty  ooaunonly  entertaiOed,  which  baa  operated  exteii> 
sively  in  limiting  the  jwoducdona  of  the  earth,  an^  from  wnich  not  even, 
the  officers  who  had  oeen  successful  in  their  particular  (mrsuits  were  al- 
together exempt  The  notion  to  which  he  alludes  is,  that  it  would  be  use- . 
less  to  eommentie  oulthratins  their  gardens  before  the  month  of  July,  al* 
thougb,  to  iris  certain  knowledge,  June  was  oi  beautMtl  at  it  eon  pauibfy 
b«  IN  the  molt  favoured  climattt  and  though,  aooor£ng  to  Captain  KiB|L 
wild  gariic,  cellery,  and  netties,  were  gathered  for  his  crew  in  the  monw 
of  May.    The  inrarence  from  this  last  circumstance  seems  obviously  cor^ 
tect  '<  If,"  says  Knisenstem,  <*  in  the  middle  of  May  so  much  h  afrcMdv 
produced  without  any  cultivation  at  all,  I  think  I  do  not  assot  too  raucn 
m  saying  they  ought  to  been  to  lay  out  their  gardens  in  this  month.'* 
This  conclusion  appears  stiu  more  importantiy  authoritative  from  what  he 
relates  on  bis  own  experience.    **  1  passed  all  the  summer  months  ia 
Kamtsduitka,"  says  he, "  during  the  two  vears  of  my  absence ;  that  is  to 
say,  the  whole  of  June,  a  part  of  July,  and  tiie  whole  of  August  and  Sqt- 
tambery  and  can  affirm  with  confidence,  that,  in  these  four  months,  there 
are  just  as  many  pleasant  cheerful  days  as  in  any  other  phce  under  the 
same  latitude."  On  the  whole  then,  one  may  readily  concur  in  sentiment 
with  this  intelligent  <iffioer,  that  did  the  government  adopt  very  diflbrent 
measures  from  tliose  wl«kd>  have  hitherto  been  in  forces  wid  were  certain 
practices  and  prejudices  abdished,  Kamtschatka  might  affird  as  good  and 
cheap  living  as  many  other  provinces  of  the  Russian  empire.    To  most 
rrjulers,  it  is  probable,  this  will  seem  no  very  mighty  recon^nendation. 
Itelatively,  however,  to  the  person  who  makes  it,  and  to  those  to  whom  it 
is  addressed,  it  must  be  allowed  to  possess  a  virtue  of  no  common  magni- 
tude or  efficacy*    Perhaps  it  is  necessanr  to  state  for  the  credit  of  this 
writer,  that  some  of  the  immediately  following  remarks  of  Captain  King, 
much  as  th^  seem  at  first  sight  to  oppose  one  tS  his  opinions  above  ap> 
proved  of,  will  be  found  on  attentive  consideration  perfoctly  recondleme 
with  them,  more  particularly  if  it  be  remembered  that  in  other  countries 
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v,saw  this  country  was  in  the  beginning  of  May,  1779>  when 
the  whole  face  of  it  was  covered  with  snow,  from  six  t6 
eight  feet  deep.  On  the  6th  we  had  snow,  with  the  wind 
from  the  N.£.  On  the  8th  of  May,  at  noon,  the  thermo- 
meter stood  at  32" ;  and  the  same  day  some  of  uur  men 
were  sent  on  shore  lo  try  to  cut  wood,  but  the  snow  was 
stiil  so  deep  on  the  ground,  as  to  render  all  their  attempts 
fruitless.  Not  wd^  it  found  practicable  to  proceed  in  this 
necessary  business,  with  aII  the  effortsof  a  very  stout  party, 
till  the  12th,  at  which  time  the  th&w  began  to  advance 
l^radaally;  The  sides  <if  the  hills  were  now  in  some  places 
free  froiri  snow ;  and,  by  the  beginning  of  Jiirte,  it  was  ge- 
nerally mefted  from  the  low  lands.  On  the  15th  of  June, 
the  day  we  sailed  out  of  the  harbour,  the  thermometer  had 
never  risen  higher  than  58*,  nor  the  barometer  than  30^  0+'. 
The  winds  blew  almost  invariably  from  the  eastward  du- 
ring uur  stay,  and  th<9  S.£.  was  more  prevalent  than  any 
other. 

On  our  return,  the  24th  of  August,  the  foliage  of  the 
trees,  and  all  other  sorts  of  vegetation,  seemed  to  be  in  the 
utmost  slate  of  perfection.  For  the  remainder  of  this 
month,  and  through  September,  the  weather  was  very 
changeable,  but  in  no  respect  severe.  The  winds  at  the 
beginning  of  the  month  were  for  the  ttiost  part  easterly, 
after  which  they  got  round  to  the  W.  The  greatest  height 
of  the  thermometer  was  65*,  the  lowest  40°.  The  barome- 
ter's greatest  height  30%  its  lowest  29,3.  So  that  upon  the 
whole,  during  tjj^'iB  month,  an  equal  and  moderate  degree  of 
temperature  prevailed.  But  at  the  beginning  of  October, 
0ie  top»  of  the  hills  were  again  covered  with  new-fallen 
snow,  the  wind  continuing  westerly. 

In  computing  the  seasons,  the  spring  ought  certainly  not 
to  hie  taken  into  the  account.  From  the  middle  of  June  to 
the  middle  of  September,  may  be  properly  said  to  consti- 
tute the  summer.  October  may  be  considered  as  an  ai^- 
tumnal  month ;  from  thence,  to  the  middle  of  June,  it  is 
perfect  winter.  It  was  toward  the  end  of  May  that  we 
made  our  journey  between  fiolcheretak  and  Awatska,  over 
the  B90W  in  fledges. 

where  much  snow  falk  durine  the  winter,  nothing  is  more  usual  than  to 
find,  on  its  disappearance,  that  the  earth  is  covered  with  a  rich  and 
healthy  vegetation  which  a  thick  coating  of  that  sulntapce,  known  to  be 
a  bad  conductor  of  beat,  had  preserved  n-om  the  rigors  of  the  season.^£. 
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It  is  Mid,  that  the  eltmUti^  iti  the  cdt/nti-y  ttc^iiiinig  td 
th6  river  Kamtschatkat  's  not  less  serene  anci  (emjieraii^, 
than  in  many  parts  of  Siberia  that  are  lihde^  (H^  aaitte  laiir 
tude.  This  vairiation  is  probably  owing  to  the  ^^tne  caiiself^ 
to  which  the  saperior  fertility  of  the  soil  in  thlds^  j^arts  had 
been  biefor^  attributed.  But  it  is  not  in  the  sterihty  of  th;^ 
gronitd  iVm^,  that  the  kamtschddaJQs  feel  th6  unfiivoi)r4bI^ 
tenitl6rat(fr6  of  their  climate.  The  uncertainty  of  tbe  sum- 
mer seasoki  sometimes  prevents  their  lading  ab  ^  stiifici^fc 
stock  of  dridd  ii^h  fot-  thdr  Wirit^f'tt  proVi^ido,  and  ihi 
moisture  of  the  ^ir  caii^s  i^orms  to  breied  itt  thieni,  whicfi 
not  nnfr4(|^ently  destroy  the  greatest  b'att. 

I  do  ntft  tisihfefaiber  that  ^e  had  eitn^r  thunder  or  lights 
ning  during  Out  stay>  Excepting  on  the  riight  of  the  eirub^ 
tion  of  thle  volctiho;  and,  from  the  account  of  the  inhslbrt- 
ants,  they  are  v^ry  seldbini  troubled  with  stdrms  df  tKi^ 
kind,  and  never  but  in  a  slight  degree.  The  g^n^ral  ieii* 
rity  of  thejitinter,  as  well  as  the  dreadful  btirriciiiil^srof  Wind 
and  snow  thit  season  briil^U  albng  with  it;  6ainio%  be  qnei^ 
tinned,  hoUa.  the  subterraneous  habitatlot?^  the  natives  Hi^ 
under  tt  hfebessity  of  retiring  td,  for  warmth  and  sectififfi 
Majot  B^hfti  told  iis,  that  the  cold  add  ihbl^^tlcy  «^  m 
wiflte^  of  I77d<  was  such,  that  for  ^e^erat  ifeUki  all  iitter-^ 
course  between  the  inhabitaqt?  was  entirely  stoppikci,  everj^ 
one  bicjiftg  afraid  to  stiir  even  frbm  bn^  hbti^^  (6  ahbth^^,  ifor 
fear  of  bdnj^  frost-bitteh.  This  ^xtrtordinair;,  ngbti^  of. 
climate,  iri  so  low  a  latitude,  tnay  be  accbudted  fbr^  ftotii 
its  being  siftitited  bo  the  east  of  an  immense  uncultivated 
tract  of  country,  iiid  fVoin  the  preiralerifee  of  thf*  wfeSfcrTt 
windsi'  bIbWirtg  ot^r  ^  ^xten^ite  and  cold  t  t6M^m. 
The  extrattrdihlk^  Vi6l6nc^  and  ittif^doiily  of  th<^  #ihd4 
is  attribAted  ib  th»  ^iibterrabeont  fir^si,  th^  ^fphur^otes 
exhalations,  and  thb  geiiieral  volcanic  disposition  of  the 
fcbuhtrjri 

This  pieiiiAtolii  ^boiiitds  iA  vblcai^o^,  of  t^hich  only  tlit^« 
have,  for  tofti^  tittie  ^iiA%,  beeA  s^bje6t  to  6rnptibtfs;  Wh 
havle  fahbady  iftliintioh^d  (h't^  wliich  is  situated  m  the  nt}^^* ' 
bouriibod  of  X<H\Sik.  B(!sides  this,  therci  atfe  oth«irs  not 
less  remarkable,  according  to  the  account  gtv6i3i  of  theilt 
by  Kresch^ninnikblF. 

The  volcano  of  Tolbatchick  is  situated  on  a  neck  of  ground 
between  the  river  of  Kamtschatka  and  Tolbatchick.  The 
inountain,  from  the  summit  of  which  the  eruptions  pfo- 
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ceed,  is  of  a  considerable  height^  and  terraioateB  in  pointed 
rocks.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1739,  there  issuedl 
froifi  it  a  whirlwind  of  flamei,  which  reduced  to  ashes  the 
forests  of  the  neighbouring  monDtains.  This  was  sacceeded 
by  a  cloud  of  smoke,  wbjch  spread  over  and  darkened  the 
whole  country,  till  it  was  'dissipated  by  a  ilipwer  of  cinders, 
that  covered  the  ground  to  the  distance  of  thirty,  mijes. 
Mr  Krascheninnikoff,  who  was  at  this  time  on  a  journey 
from  Bolchoireka  to  the  kamtschatka  ostrog,  at  no  great 
distance  from  the  mountain,  relates  that  the  eruption  was 
preceded  by  an  alarming  sound  in  the  woods,  which  he 
thought  the  forerunner  of  some  dreadful  storm  or  hurri- 
cane, till  three  shocks  of  an  earthquake,  at  abbut  a  minute's 
interval  of  each,  convinced  him  or  its  real  cause ;  but  that 
he  was  hindered  from  approaching  nearer  ttie  mountaiof 
by  the  qinders  that  fell,  and  prevented  him  from  proceed- 
ing on  his  journey. 

The  third  volpano  is  on  the  top  of  the  mountain  of 
Kamtschatka,  which  is  mentioned  as  by  far  the  highest  ia 
the  peninsula.  A  thick  smoke  never  ceases  to  ascend  from 
its  summit,  and  it  h^s  frequent  eruptions,  of  the  most  vio- 
lent and  dreadful  kind  ;  some  of  which  were  much  talked 
of,  and  seemed  to  be  fresh  in  the  memories  of  the  Kamt- 
•cbadales. 

The  country  is  likewise  said  to  contain  numerous  springs 
of  hot  water.  The  only  one  that  ]  had  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  was  at  Natcheeicin  ostrog,  and,  hath  been  already 
descrioed.  Krascheninnikoff  makes  mention  of  several 
oUiers,  and  also  of  two  very  extraordinary  pits,  or  wells,  at 
the  bottom  of  which  the  water  is  seen  to  boil  as  in  a  caul- 
dron, with  prodigious  force  and  impetuosity ;  at  the  same 
time  a  dreadful  noise  issues  out  of  them,  and  so  thick  a  va- 
pour, that  a  man  cannot  see  through  it. 

Of  the  trees  which  fell  under  our  notice,  the  principal  are 
the  Virch,  the  poplar,  the  alder,  (with  the  bark  of  which 
they  stain  their  leather,)  many  species  of  the  willow,  but 
all  small ;  and  two  kinds  of  dwarfish  pines  or  cedars.'  One 
of  these  grows  upon  the  coast,  creepiiig  along  the  ground, 
and  seldom  exceeds  two  feet  in  height.  It  was  of  this  sort 
we  made  our  essence  for  heer,  and  found  it  excellent  for 

;  ■  .  .     •' . .        ■  ,     .  •  ■  ■  -ii^^i 

*  Knucheninnikoff  says,  that  tHe  triee  herb  spoken  of  is  a  dWarf  cedar, 
for  that  there  is  not  a  pine  in  the  peninsula. 
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th(;,  ftUKDOse.  The  other  grows  on  the  mountains,  to  a 
greater  fieigbt,  and  bears  a  small  nuti  or  apple.  We  were 
told  hy  the  old  Toion  at  Saint  Peter  and  Saint  Paul,' that 
$e«ring,  during  the  time  he  lay  in  that  bai1>our,  first  taught 
thepi  the  use  of  the  decoction  of  these  pines,  and  that  it 
proved  a  most  excellent  reqiedv  for  the  scurvy ;'  hut,  whe* 
ther  from  the  great  scarcity  of  sugar,  or  from  what  other 
(iause,.  we  could  not  learn,  we  were  sorry  to  find  that  it  wal 
no  longer  in.  use  amongst  themr 

The  birch  was  by  tar  the  moqt  common  tree  we  saW} 
and  of  this  we  remarked  three  sorts. .  Two  of  them  fit  for 
timber,  and  differing  only  in  the  texture  and  colour  of  the 
bark  }.the  third  of  a  dwarfish  kind.  This  tree  is  apfriied  to' 
a  ^reat  variety  of  uses  by  the  inhabitunts.  The  liquor 
winch,  on  tapping,  it  yields  in  great  abundance,  they  drink 
without  mixturie,'  or  anj^  preparation,  as  we  had  frequent 
opportunities  of  observing  upon  our  journey  to  Boiche- 
retsk;'  and.  found  it  ourselves  pleasant  and  refreshing,  but 
somewhpt,  purgative.  Tiie  bark  they  convert  into  vesselsy 
for  almost  all  their  domestic  and  kitchen  purposes;  and 
it  is  of  the  wood  of  this  tree  the  sledges- andcanoes  are  alsa 
made.* 

The  birch,,  and  ev:ery  other  kind  of  tree  in  the  neigh- 
bourhop4  of  the  bay,  were  small  and  stunted ;  and  they  are, 
obliged,  to  go' many  miles  up  into  the  country,  for  wood  of. 
a  proper  size  to  work  into  canoes,  for  the  principal  timbers 
of  tbeir  Ao/agoniy  and;  the  like  uses. 

Besides  the  trees  above-iaentioned,KrascheninnikofF  re- 
lates, that  the  larch  grows  on-  the  banks  of  the  river  Kamt-* 
scUatka,  and  of  those  that  fall  into  itf  but  no  where  else; 
and  that  there  are  firs  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  river 
Bei^ezowa ;,  that  thei;e  is  likewise  the  service-tree  (padus 
fpHUannuu;)  and  two  species  of  the  white  thorn,  one  bear-, 
inga  red,  the  other  a  black  berry. 

Of  the  shrub  kind,  as  jupipers,  the  mountain-ash,  wild 
rose-trees,  and  raspberry  bushes,  the  country  produces  great 
abundance ;:  together  with,  a  variety  of  berries  i  blue  ber- 
ries of  two  sorts,  round  and  oval  y  partridge-berries,  cran- 
l^erries,  crow-berries,  ai^d  black-berries.  These  the  natives 
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*  KrucheniilDikoff  rays,  that  the  natives  likewise  convert  the  bark  into 
a  pleasant  wholesome  food,  by  stripping  it  off  whilst  it  is  young  and  green, 
and  cutting  it  into  long  narrow  8tri))es,  like  vermieelli,  drying  it,  and 
fitcwiag  it  afterward  along  with  their  caviar. 
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|;ather  ftt  fropnr  MMUeM,  tind  prtttvrt,  by  boiliM  ttem 
into  a  thick  j«i|i>  withtful  Mgar.  They  toake  hd  incbnii- 
tfemble  |te(-t  «f  their  wirit^ir  nrovisioritji  ami  «r^  Med  at 
feauoe  to  iheir  dried  alid  salt  rnh ;  of  #Hich  kind  of  ft>od 
ihey  are  anqiieMlonabljr  exeell^fit  eorrectiteii;  They  Kke- 
wise  eat  theiM  by  themlelVet  iti  pnddiott,  and  variom 
other  way«,  and  make  dtcocttons  of  theift  for  their  Ordinary 
li^dr. 

We  met  with  several  wholesotne  vegetables  )n  a  wild 
state,  and  in  great  i)nantit}tfi ;  inch  as  ^ild  celery,  angelica, 
chervil,  garlic,  and  onions.  U||>on  some  few  j^atcnfel  of 
ground  in  the  vi^s,  we  found  exeellettt  tiimipk  anld  tor- 
nip-radishe«.  Tbeir  gardeii  cultivation  Went  no  farther ; 
tet  from  henee  I  am  led  to  cOncltide,  thILt  many  of  the 
Kardy  sorts  of  vegeUbles,  («uch  at  least  di  t<Mh  tlieir  roots 
downward,)  like  as  carrot^i  parsnips,  an<(l  beetji  aiid  peibapt 
potatoes,  would  thrive  tolerably  well.  Major  Bemn  toid 
me,  that  some  other  sorts  of  kitehen  vegtitables  had  been 
tried,  but  did  not  answer ;  that  neither  any  of  the  caibbage 
or  Ipttnce  kind  would  ever  head  ;  and  that  peas  aird  beans 
shot  up  very  vigorous  stalks,  flowered  arid  poddcid,  but  the 
pods  never  filled.  He  likewise  told  me,  that  in  the  experi- 
Rientar  made  by  hitnself  at  Bolcberetsft,  with  diflvrent  sorts 
of  farif»aceous  griin,  there  generally  oame  ub  a  very  higli 
and  stroirg  blade.  Which  eilred,  btft  thalt  the  ^rs  never 
yielded  ffonr. 

This  short  account  of  the  Veseteble  prodtiotloh'  reaches 
to  such  pwts  of  the  coifnti>y  6'My  as  fell  within  Oi^r  Notice. 
ki  thre  iNPighbotirhood  Of  the  Kamtschatka  river,  where  (as 
has  been  observed)  both'  the  soil  and  cKmate  are  by  much 
the  beM  In  the  whole  p^oinsulnv  garden  culture  is  attended 
to»  and  pirobably  with  greitt  success,  as  appears  from  our 
b«ving  reeeivedfy  at  the  dame  time  with  the  secoild  drove  of 
cattle  from  Verchnei,  a  pre^rit  of  Oucuiiibera,  of  very  large 
fine  turA^»y  eielery,  aiMd  soM«  otUer  ga^den-Bttfflf,  or  which 
I  do  not  recoUeet  the  kindis. 

There  are  two  pla^tsy  whkhy  from  the  greait  lisie  made*  of 
themv  merh  a  particular  mention  and  destription.  The 
ffrst  h  caited  by  the  natitvetf  idtima,-  and  by  botanists,  lAliwn 
Kamt^atieHte  Jiore  atro  ntbente.'  The  stem  is  about  the 
thickness  of  that  of  the  tulip,  and  grows  to  the  height  of 

f  Gme&i,  p.  41 .  Steller  eaainenrtes  five  diftrint  spMics  of  tMs  ptant. 
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five  inchei,  j»  of  a  pliiple  colour  tonafd  Ibe  bnttodi,  and 
erf  en  higher  up,  and  hath  growing  from;  it  two  tier  of 
Iwtfi*  of  an  rtv^l  figure,  4h«  lowest  consisting  of  three  leaves, 
the  uppf  rOPit  pf  four,  in  tl^e  form  of  a  cross ;  from  the  top 
of  the  stalk  grows  a  single  flower,  of  an  exceedingly  dark  red 
colour,  in  ahape  riesembling  the  flowca:  of  the  nnrct^sus,  only 
much  smaller ;  from  the  ventre  of  tlie  fiower  rises  a  styUr  of 
n  triingular  form>  and  obtuse  at  the  end,  whichis  so»> 
roqndeo  by  six  white  stamina,  whose  extncpiities  ^r»>ykU 
loWfvThe  root  if  of  the  bulbous  kind,  and  resembles  in 
shape  that  of  garlic,  being;  much  of  the  same  siae,  but 
rounder,  and  havi«g^  l|ke  that,  four  or  fi;ve  cloves  hanging 
together.  The  plant  grows  wild,  and  in  considerable  abun- 
dance; the  women  are  employed  in  collecting  the  roots  at 
the  beginning  of  August,  which  are  aiftffnvard  dried  in  the 
SUB,  and  then  laid  up  for  iise.  On  oiir  ^econd  arrival,  this 
harveat  waa  just  over, and  had  fallen  much  short  of  its  usual 
produce.  It  is  a  common  observation  amongst  the  Kamt^ 
sohadalesj  that  Uie  boi)nty  of  Providence  never  fails  them, 
for  that  s^ch  seasons  as  are  most  hurtful  to  the  $aratia,  are 
always  the  most  favourable  for  fishipg ;  and  that,  on  the 
contrary,  a  bad  fisliing  month  is  always  made  up  by  the 
exuberance  of  the  tarapa  harvest.  It  is  used  in  cookery  in 
various  way**  When  roasted  in  embers,  it  supplies  the 
place  of  bread  better  than  any  thing  the  country  afibrds. 
After  being  baked  in  an  oven  and  pounded,  it  becomes  an 
excellent  substitute  for  flour  and  meal  of  ev(iry  sort ;  and 
in  this  form  if  mixed  in  all  their  soups,  and  most  of  their 
other  dishes.  It  is  esteemed  extremely  nourishing,  has  a 
pleasant  bitter  taste,  and. may  be  eaten  every  day  without 
cloying.  We  used  to  boil  these  roots,  and  eat  them  as  po- 
tatoes, either  alone,  or  with  our  meat,  and  found  them  very 
wholesome  and  pleasant.  It  has  been  already  mentioned, 
that  this  useful  plant  grows  also  at  Oonalashka,  where  the- 
roots  of  it  are  used,  and  constitute  a  considerable  part  of 
their  food,  in,  like  manner  as  in  Kambchatka. 

The  other  plant  alluded  to  is  called  the  sweet  grass  ;  the 
botanical'description  is  Herackum  Sibericum  foliu  pinnatis, 
foUolU  quints,  tnHrmtdiU  setsilibiu,  coroUuUs  unij'ormibw, 
Hort-  ITpsal.  65.  The  time,  I  took  particular  notice  of  it. 
was  in  May,  when  it  was  about  a  foot  and  a  half  high,  had 
much  the  appearance  of  sedge,  and  was  covered  with  a 
white  down,  or  dust,  which  looked  exceedingly  tik.o  the 
'         *  boar  frpst 
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hoar-^roit  banging  upon  it,  and  might  be  nibbed  off;  it 
tasted  at  iweeb  as  sugar ;  but  was  hot  and  pungent.  The 
stalli  is  hollow,  and  consists  of  three  or  four  jdTntii ;  from 
each  of  which  arise  large  leaves,  and  when  at  its  (ull  growth, 
is  six  feet  high. 

This  .plant  was  formerly  a  principal  ingredient  in  the 
cookery  of  most  of  the  Kamtschadale  dishes ;  but  since  the 
Russians  got  possession  of  the  country,  it  has  been  almost 
entirely  appropriated  to  the  purpose  of  distillation,  The 
manner  in  which  it  is  gathered,  prepared,  and  afterward 
distilled,  is  as  follows  :-^Having  cut  such  ntalks  as  h&ve 
leaTts  growing  on  them,  of  a  'proper  age,  (the  principal 
stem,  by  the  time  the  plant  has  attained  its  fVill  growth,  ha- 
ving become  tioo  dry  for  their  porposci^)  and  ieraped  off 
with  sheila  the  downy  substance  oti  their  surfttdc,  thtft  are 
laid  ih  small  heaps,  till  they  begin  to  (weat  and  smeU'  On 
growing  dry  again,  they  put  them  itito  sa6ks  made  of  mat- 
ting ;  where,  after  remainme  a  few  days,  they  arc  gradually 
covered  with  a  sweet  saccnarine  powder,  whion  exudes 
from  the  hollow  of  the  stalk.  From  thirty-six 'poofids  of 
the  plant  in  this  stal  *hey  obtain  no  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  pound  of  powder.  The  women,  whose  province  it  is 
to  collect  and  prepare  the  materials,  are  obliged  to  defend 
their  hands  with  gloves  whilst  they  are  scraping  the  stalka; 
the  rind  they  remove,  being  of  so  acrid  a  quality  as  to 
blister,  and  even  ulcerate,  whatever  it  touches. 
'  The  spirit  is  drawn  from  the  plant  in  this  state  by  the 
following  process : — After  steeping  bundles  of  it  in  hot  wa- 
ter, they  promote  its  fermentation  in  a  small  vessel,  by  the 
help  of  berries  of  the  gimoloBt,^  or  of  the  goluhitta^  being 
careful  to  close  up  well  the  mouth  of  the  vessel,  and  to  keep 
it  in  a  warm  place  whilst  the  fermentation  is  going  on, 
which  is  generally  so  violent  as  to  occasion  a  considerable 
noise,  and  to  agitate  the  vessel  in  which  it  is  contained. 
After  drawing  off  this  first  liquor,  they  pour  on  more  hot 
water,  and  make  a  second  in  the  same  manner.  They  then 
pour  both  liquor  and  herbs  into  a  copper  still,  and  draw  off 
^he  spirit  after  the  usual  method.  The  liquor  thus  obtained 
is  of  the  strength  of  brandy ;  and  is  called  oy  the  natives 

rdka* 

*  Lonicera  pedunculis  bifloris,  floribus  infunditMli  formii^  baccft  solIU(ifi, 
oblongft,  angulosft.    Gmel.  Flor.  Sib. 
I  Mjrtillus  grandis  caendmn.  .  ,^ 
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raka.  Two  pood  (leventy-two  pounds)  of  the  plant  yield 
generally  one  vedro  Ttwenty-flve  |iints)  of  raka, 

Steller  says,  that  the  spirit  distilled  from  this  plant,  un> 
scraped,  is  exceedingly  prejudicial  to  the  health,  and  pro- 
duces the  most  sudden  and  terrible  nervous  effects. 

Besides  these,  Krascheninnikoffmentions  a  variety  of  other 
plants,  from  whence  the  inhabitants  prepare  several  decoc- 
tions ;  and  which,  being  mixed  with  their  fish,  make  pala- 
table and  wholesome  ragouts.  Such  as  the  kipri,*  with 
which  is  brew^  a  pleaMnt  common  beverage ;  ah(l,  by 
l)oi1ing  this  plant  and  the  sweet  herb  together,  in  the  pro- 

f)ortion  of  one  to  five  of  the  latter,  and  fermenting  the 
i()aor  in  the,  ordinary  utray,  ik  obtained  a  strong  and  excel- 
lerit  vlnegiir.  The  leaves  of  it  are  used  instead  of  tea,  and 
the  pith  li  dried  and  mixe^  in  many  of  their  dishes ;  the 
Tlktrkotai,^  which  is  very  like  angelica ;  the  kotkorica,**  the 
root  of  wliidi  they  eat  indifferently,  green  or  dried;  the 
iftoMm,-"  the  utchkhUi,'*  which  is  much  eaten  with  fish; 
with  many  others.  •  .',i' 

It  is  said,  that  the  Kamtschadales  (before  their  acqakiht- 
ance  Vrith  fire-arms)  poisoned  their  spears  and  arrows  with 
th^  juice  of  the  root  of  \\\t  zgaU-^*  and  that  wounds  in- 
flicted by  thetn  are  equally  destructive  to  land  and  marine 
animals.  The  Tschutski  are  reported  to  use  the  same  ^r^ig 
fbi*  this  purpose  at  present.  ''!.  m^ 

I  shall  conclude  this  part  of  the  natural  history  of  Kamt- 
schatka  with  an  account,  from  the  same  author,  of  three 
priants,  which  furnish  the  materials  of  all  their  manufac- 
tures. The  first  is  the  tritkum  radice  perenni  tpkul'u  binh 
lanuginosis,^*  wliich  grows  in  abundance  along  the  coast.  Of 
the  straw  of  this  grass  they  make  a  strong  sort  of  matting, 
which  they  use  not  only  for  their  floors,  but  for^sacks,  bed- 
clothes, curtains^  and  a  variety  of  other  domestic  purpodes. 
Of  the  same  materials  they  also  make  very  neat  little  bags 
and  baskets,  of  different  forms,  and  for  various  uses,  '  '^ 
The  plant  called  bolotnaia,  which  grows  in  the  marshes, 
and  resembles  cyperoides,  \%  gathered  in  the  autumn,  and 
"'•  carded 

•  Epilobium.  »  Chaercphyllum  seminibus  levPjus. 

*°  Tradescantia  fnictu  molli  ediilo. 

"  Bistorta  foliis  ovatis,  oblongis,  acuminatis.       „>  v.; 

**  Jacobea  foliis  cannabis.    Steller.  ',  '  :  ^ 

"  Anemonoides  et  ranunculus. 

'♦  Gmel.  Sib.  Tom.  i.p.  119.  Tab.XXV.  '     .,     . 
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carded  like  lyopl,  vnfii  «  comb  made  of  the  bonei  of  the 
•cn-iwnllnw ;  wrth  tni»,  in  lieu  of  liaeu  and  woollen  clothei« 
tlicy  iwAlbe  thpir  new-born  infanli,  und  uie  it  for  a  cover- 
ing next  tUc  iVin  whilit  thi^y  are  yonqg.  It  if  alto  mad^ 
into  u  kind  of  wiiddipg,  and  iii^d  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
additional  )varmth  to  varioiii  p^rtt  of  their  clothing. 
,  There  remain*  ttill  ft  vulgar  ^d  well-knpwn  plant,  wbichi, ', 
lis  it  contributes  more  eflfectually  to  t|ieir  subsiitence  tbao 

f'l  the  rest  pht  together,  must  pot  be  pf^■ed  over  in  lilenpe. 
his  if  the  nettle,  which>  as  the  country  produces  neither, 
ii^inp  nor  fln:^,  supplies  the  materiiils  of  which  are  mmlc|  < 
l,hc|r  fishing-nei9,  and  without  wbiqh  ^bey  could  not  poisi^ 
,  bty  ^lobsist.    For  this  p^rIKMl?  t^ev  cut  it  down  in  August f  ' 
4n^f  ^^!f  r  hanging  it  up  in  bifj^^l^  *^  ^^  shade,  undec  ^ 
^|]f^r  hal«Mm,  the  rei^aipfler  or  t|i^  summer,  treat  it  like 
beppp.    lliey  (hen  spin  it  into  thread  with  their  fingen. 
aqa  twist  it  rppnd  fi  spindle  \  after  which  they  twine  several 
tb|read|  tqg^tbfer,  according  to  the  different  purposes  for. 
whicn  It  may  be  designed. 

I^opgli  tqere  is  little  doubt  but  that  p^any  parta  of  tbia  * 
p^pipsufa  v.puld  admit  of  such  cultivation  as  might  c<mtri^  ' 
bi^te  considerably  to  the  comfort  of  the  inhabitanti,  vet  ita  ^ 
Tei^l  riches  m^^  always  consist  in  the  ifomber  of  wild  ani-  ^ 
mqlp  it  proQUcet ;  and  no  laboui^  can  ever  be  ti^ed  to  to 

foo()  account  as  what  is  employed  upon  their  furrieries* 
'be  aif imals  theriefofe  which  supply  these  come  next  to  be 
consicler^id  }  and  these  are,  the  common  iox,  the  stoat,  or. , 
ermine,  the  zibeliue,  or  sable^  the  isatis,  or  arctic  fox,  the  , 
varying  harp,  the  mountain  rat,  or  earless  marmot,  the 
weosel,  the  glutton,  or  wolverene,  the  argali,  or  wild  sheep,. , 
rcin-decr,  bears,  wolves,  dogs. 

T|ie  fox^*  is  the  most  general  object  of  the  chase ;  and. 
they  arc  iuu|^d  iti  great  numbers,  and  of  variety  of  coloun*. . 
The  most  c^mntun  is  the  same  in  species  with  the  £uro- 
pean,  wilji  this  vaiiatiqn,  that  the  colours  are  more  bright 
and  shining ;  soipc  are  of  a  dark  chesnut,  others  are  striped 
witji  darkrCQlourecl  bars,  others  have  the  belly  black,  and . 
t|i:|^|C^^  of  the  budy  of  a  light  chesnut.  Some  again  ore  of 
a  very  dark  brown,  some  black,  others  of  a  stone  colour; 
and  there  are  a  few  quite  white,  but  these  last  are  very 
ecnrc-e.    Their  fur  is  exceedingly  thick  and  fine,  and  of  a 
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qui|^t|  much  superior  to  those ^i^ifr  of  (^l^eria  or  A^firicfu 
A  variety  of  artifices  are  f|ifide  Uff  of  by  the  h^ql^rs  tp 
fatcl)  this  animal,  which  |ii  ^U  ctiRiutes  iiei^i^f  tq  |ires«rve 
jtlie  sn^e  character  of  crufffuesi  mA  {C\|u<i.ipgf  'IVaptof 
4i^Ee/<ea^  sorts^  some  calcul^t^d  to  rdl  upflp  ^V^«  otf^erp 
to  9^lf;h  ibew  by  the  feet,  plbeif  by  tpp  pf^ul, arc  nvappgsj^ 
the  n)o»t  commop :  to  wpfch  v^\y  jbc  ofJU^i).  «evffA|  inge- 
nious contrivances  for  taking  ^l)|^ff>  IR  H^ts.  VoiaoMfia  paitf 
are  likewise  ia  psi?  j  apd  t|t(i  nf(f  ifMw;a  is  thp  4rvg  pwocir 
pally  employed  for  tbis  jpUjrpO^  -Pptorw  M»e}|r  h«ow|ef|g^ 
of  tb^  Bussi^s,  by  ^pich  tneji  bac^pif^  apqo^pl^q  with 
gr^WflSfi  they  also  earned  bpwi  f nd  aprpwf  to  ^l)(8  p)}^ 
But  ^ince  thnt  pei^'pq^  i|lmos(  every  )bkaiptscM<yf  }*  Rl^ovir 
d^0, with  a  rifle-barrel  gun;  ^d,  though  ^r  |row  j|>eiqg 
q^terous  in  the  use  of  it,  ity  si^periority  ovpr  thp  toriner  jpr 
itrumepts  he  js  re^y  to.^cisnbwledgf* 

The  sables''  of  Kamtscbatka  are  ^aj^  to  bo  f  onfMfirably 
Vsrger  than  tnose  of  Siberia,  fipd  their  fur  mVp)}  v^^^if  |¥r  V^^ 
brighter,  thpiutb  not  of  so  good  a  Uack  w  M^Pffi  \^  Ibf 
laeighbourbood  of  the  (^«kfn^  ^^^  thf  VH«m#r  ij  *W5#nT 
stance  which  deoreciatcf  their  vflitf  fqiucbm^re  ^Qfio  tbelf 
sitperiority  in  other  respects  epbaqipei  it  ^^  wb)|et  of  t^ 
Tigil  and  Quka  are  counted  the  jtitttip  l([am|ftfbf^lcf ;  fxA 
i  p^r  of  t|iese  sometiiaes  sell  fo7  ^pirtj  roubjes  (ny«  BO))iii^ 
stqrhng).  The  worst  afe  those  of  tbe  sflu^bem  ext^n^itjr. 
The  apparatus  of  the  sable  hufit^  copsift  of  i^  rinerbainel[ 
gun  of  an  exceedingly  small  b<ure«  a  ae^,  fMiid  g  few  bricif s ; 
with  the  first  they  snoot  them  when  th^y  «ee  them  on  tb^ 
trees ;  the  net  is  to  surround  the  hpUow  tre^  ;in  i|rtfich» 
when  pursued,  they  take  refuge ;  Qpd  the  bricks  wre  heated,, 
and  put  into  the  cavities,  in  order  tp  smoke  them  out. 

1  must  refer  the  reader  for  an  account  of  the  isatii,'*  or 
arctic  fox,  to  Mr.Penuant's  Arctic  I^oology,  <is  I  never  saw: 
either  the  animal  or  the  skin,  which  1  understand  they  set  . 
no  value  upon.  The  varying  hare'"  is  also  neglected  on  the 
same  account.  They  are  }n  great  abundance ;  and,  fM  i« 
always  the  case  wi(h  this  species,  turn  quite  white  during 
the  ijiriifter.  Our  sl^pqling  parties  saiw  several  pf  tbif  pqlonr 
■  \»i-    '       .    '  thft  . 

w  Miistela  sibellina.   » i^-  -^  ii>-  *'  '>»?*>•  »¥  '  ' 

'7  Rivers  emptying  themselves  into  tbe  tens,  near  its  s#ureA 
.  »»  Canis  la^pus.  V*'''''^ik< 

f"   £•*"■  t4  s» 
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ithebeginpingofMay«bnt  found  them  90  shy,  that  they 

^^  Were  not  able  to  get  within  gun-shot. 

"'  The  mountain-ratj  or  earless  marmot/*^  is  a  beautiful 

iittle  «ninial[,  considerably  sjrttaller  than  a  squirrel,  and,  like 

it,  feeds  upon  roots,  berries,  the  ccdar-apple,  8lc.  wh^ch  'it 

eati  sitting  upon  its  hind-Ie^s,  and  holding;  them  up  to  iU 

mouth  witn  the  paws.  Its  skm  is  much  Talu^dby  the  Kamt- 

fO^chadales,  is  both  warm  and  light,  and  of  a  bright  shining 

<>ieolour,  forming,  like  the  plumage  of  sotp^  birds,  yariipus 

'  tcolours  when  viewed  in  different  lights.     *  ''  "*  ■  '^ " '  ';  ?'; 

'   The  stoat^  or  ermii^e,*'  is  here  held  in  no Estimation,  and 

consequently  never  engages  the  attention  of  the  hunters: 

because,  as  I  have  heard,  its  fur  is  of  ah  ordinary  kind.    I 

:  taw  many  of  these  little  animals  running  at)out;  an^'We 

bought -several  of  their  skins,  which  Were  of  a  bad  white, 

.  and  of  a  dirty  yellow  toward  the  belly.  The  jcommon  weii- 

'^f^eP*  is  also  neglected,  and  for  the  sanie  reason,  \ 

Oh  the  contrary,  the  skin  of  the  glutton,  or  wolverene,*' 

is'bere  in  the  highest  repute  ;  insomuch,  that  a  Kamtscha- 

daK^  looks  upon  himself  a^  most  rfclily  attired,  wheh  a  small 

quantity  of  this  fur  is  seen  upon  hinb.    The  Women  adorn 

theit'  h&Vr  with  its  pats^  #hlch  ajre  whi(«,  and  eonsidered  as 

^^xtradrdinaty  pie^bf  finery ;  and  they  have  a  supersti* 

liovs 'opinion,  thiit  the  ahgels  ate  clad  with  the  skind  of 

those  animeila,  It  is  said,  that  this  creilture  is  easily  tamed, 

and  taught  ii  Anmber  of  pleasant  tricks.'*    ' -' 

*■   Having  already  had  occasion  to  spe)ak,  jts  fully  as  my 

own  "knowled^  enables  me,  tof  the  bears,  and'  the  i^etHod 

of  kilKmg  them,  I  shall  only  here  observe,  that  all  those  I 

saw  were  of  a  dun  brown  colour;  that  they  are  generally 

seen  in  companies  of  four  or  five  tpgether;  that  the  time 

they  are  most  abroad  is  during  the  season  that  the  fish 

(which  is  their  principal  food)  s^re  pushing  up  from  the  sea 

■    ■■     *'■         '-■^■'%:* 'r^:-"J■'■■■--■-.■^^■':^  "-N;;,"''-;'      '    into 

•ij  mil  «;  '  l-TJif 


!)li|>fiti 
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"°  Mus.citellus.  _  «  Mujtela  ermine^ 

•*  Mustela  nivalis.  '^  Ursus  luseus. 

**  Krascheninnikoff  relaie9»  that  this  small  animal  frequently  AtiU6y» 
deer,  and  the  wild  mountain  ?heep,  in  the  following  way :  They  scatter 
at  the  bottom  of  trees  bark  and  moss,  which  those  animals  are  fond  of; 
and  whilst  they  are  picking  it  up,  drop  suddenly  upon  tb^W,  and,  fittteP'* 
ing  behind  the  head,  suck  out  tneir  eyes.  •  v""'''!'!  i^«  <-?t  '  J'  ' 
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iAtd  the  rivers,  and  that  they  are  seldom  visible  in  the  win- 
ter months.*' 

■H^eir  riciu  are  extoeedinffly  useful.  They  make  both  ex- 
cellent warm  inatreskes  and  coverings  for  their  beds;  com- 
ibrtabie  bohdeitiB  and  gloves^  and  good  collars  for  tlie  dogr 
harness.  Their  flesh,  tfhd  particularly  tb,e  fat,  are  consider* 
ed  as  great  deliceoieti  ■  -  - ''   ' 

The  wplvesuare  only  seen  in  the  winter ;  at  which  sea^oa 
they  prowl  abbuit,  jis  I  was  told,  in  large  companies,  in 
•eaWsh'dfpireV.-'  ■""  '. 

^''There  Are  tdn-deer,  both  wild  and  tame,  in  several  parts 
of  the  pemnsUla ;  bnt!  nOne  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Awafc- 
skai  It  is  somewhat  singular,  that  this  nation  should  never 
have  lised  the  rein-deer  for  the  purposes  of  carriagei  in  the 
satb«  manner  as  their  neighbours,  both  to  the  north  atid  the 
eastward.'  Their  dogs,  indeed>  seeta  fully  sufficient  for  all 
the  demands  of  the  natives  in  their  present  stati^ ;  and  the 
breed  of  Russian  horses  will  probably  increase  with  tl^^.  Tu-i 
tttre  necessitiies  of  the  country.  But  when  it  is  recollected, 
that  the  use  of  dogS,  itl  a  great  measure,  precl tidies  ihem 
frotti  the  advAnlkge  Of  bringing  up  any  other  domestic  aoi- 
inulsy'it  will  iappear  the  more  extraordinary,  that  they 
should  not  have  adopted  the  services  of  an  animal  so  mucn 
n^ore  gentle  as  well  As  powerful.  ' 

The  argali>  oir  wild  mountain>-8heep,*'  an  animal,  I  be- 
lieve, unknown  in  Europe,  (except  in  (Jorsica  and  Sardinia,) 
is  here  in  great  plenty.  Its  skin  is  like  the  deer's,  but  in  gait 
and  general  appearance,  it  partakes  mOre  of  the  goat.  It 
has  two  large  twisted  horns,  sometimes  weighing,  when  at 
full  growth,  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  pounds,  which  in 
runnmg  it  rests  upon  its  back.  These  creatures  are  exceed- 
ingly nimble  and  swift>  haunt  only  the  most  craggy  and 
mountainous  parts,  and  make  their  way  among  the  steep- 
est rocks  with  an  agility  that  is  astonishing.  The  natives 
work  their  horns  into  spoons,  and  small  cups  and  platters ; 
and  have  frequently  one  of  a  smaller  size  hanging  to  a  belt, 

which 

'  *^  The  Koriacks  make  use  of  a  very  simple  method  of  catching  bears. 
They  suspend,  between  the  forks  of  a  tree,  a  running  nooee ;  within  which 
^ley  fa^en  a  bait,  which  the  animal,  endeavouring  to  piill  away,  is  .caught 
sometimes  by  the  neck,  and  sometimes  by  the  paw. 
-**  Capn  ammon,  or  wild  sheep<    Arct  Zool.  i.  p.  If;  '  •  °    .. 
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sfrhich  Bejryes  theyn  tQ^rinl^  put  qf  iij(  ^)i^r  ^lii^^ijg  ei:pf)fliT 
tjons.  This  animal  is  gregarious.  I  frequently  tm!tc;4  ijc^f 
flesh  of  them,  and  f|iqag^^  it  1^4  ^  1Wfy^WPP\  «o4  4e}icate 
flavour ;  |?ut  never  |i#d  i^  pppprtuqiff  of  s^ipg  p|if  a^ve^ 
I  must,  therefore,  rieffif  the  reader  %;f^  pfC^ipuTar  clescfip* 
imqf  i]n^  beoutift}}  eoimal  ((9t  m\^\i  JP  fi%i<t  to  be,)  Ut 
the  Memoirs  of  the  Academy  of  Pe}^r^rg>  tpm*  iv.  tf$b» 

I  I|^ve  already  pbservje^j  ^h,at  tl)e  ^ogy  pf  thi»  coupUy 
are,  in  shape  and  mien,  exceedingly  like  the  Pomeranian, 
^ith  ibis  difference,  that  t|)fsy  are  ji^  jgrafit  :de9l  larger,  find 
the  hair  ^oinewhat  cp^csejr.  Tq^y  ^i^  pf  ft  variety  pf  cpr 
loiirs ;  but  the  roof^  gei^evfi)  is  ^]\fM  dH»,  pr  dirty  crejun- 
colour.  Toward  the  ei^d  qf  May  tqeyjjaffs  fA\  ffirned  Ipppe^ 
and  left  to  provide  for  themf^elyea  t^r<)1>g^  Uie  s|if|imer,  be? 
ing  sure  tp  return  tp  t^eifrefpep^ive  Hopves  wben  tlie  «bpw 
lieginf  to  fall.  Tbej^  ^991^*  iM  the  t|v|i)ter,  cqqsists  entir% 
oiP  the  i^ead,  eqtrai|s,  fu^d  b<^ckT^P9i|  pf  falmpq ;  which  ^jffi 
put  fuide,  and  dried  fqr  that  pfirppse;  and  with  thif  4ht 
%\^ey  are  fed  but  sparingly.  The  nuqa^r  pf  dpgs  iquf^  Ofedi 
be  yery  grei^t,  ^ ince  flye  are  ypk^d  to  a  sledge,  (ind  a  sledge 
parrief  h|it  pne  perspp ;  sp  U)at  pd  Pur  jporney  to  Bolcher 
|-0tsl^^  ffP  Required  qq  fewf^r  th^q  an  hundred  md  thirty? 
nine,  at  the  two  stages  of  l^^piktphin  apd  Natcheekin.  It 
is  ^Iso  to  he  repi|urke4,  ^atiji^y  never  make  use  of  bitii^es 
for  toe  draft,  nor  cfop,  bp^  tjjp^  tl^at  ^re  cut.  The  whelps 
are  tr^iqed  to  thit^  Inilip^l,  )>y  jb^eipg  tied  to  stftkey  with 
fight  leathern  tbongft,  vhiph  ^^  made  to  st(etc)i,  ^nd  bar 
ving  their  yictu^o  plftfif^  ft  a  proper  distance  out  of  their 
rfsaqli;  ^  th^t  by  cpnstfintlv  pwHing  aqd  labouring,  in  or- 
der to  (^ouae  jftt  their  fppd,  they  acquire  both  the  strength 
of  jimbs,  fipd  the  habit  c^'  drawing,  that  are  necessary  for 
their  future  deitinatioiii. 

T'he  coa^s  and  bays  pf  thi^  couptry  are  fre(][uented  by 
ftlmpsl  every  Ijiind  pf  pprthern  sea-fowl ;  and  amongst  the 
rest  ar^  the  ^ea-e^gles,  but  pot,  a^  at  Oonalashka,  in  gre^t 
nuroh^rs.  The  rivers  inland  (if  I  may  judge  from  what  I 
saw  in  our  journey  to  Bolcheretsk)  are  stored  with  nume- 
rous flocks  of  wild-dui  Ls  of  various  species ;  one  kind  of 
which,  in  particular,  has  a  most  beautiful  plumage,  and  is 
called  by  the  natives  a-atirgitche;  a  word  intended  to  ex- 
press its  cry,  which  is  not  less  singular  than  agreeable,  con- 
sisting 
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^iit^  Hf  three  ditfUnct  nbt^,  rid%  ,..  eqM  ifltervals, 
slbbve  Ifach  other.*' 

'  Thdre  is  <incrthler  spr^cies,  called  iUe  motintidh-Lddck/* 
i^hich,  Steller  iM^!$;i^  pebMiatf  to  Kfltmttchaika.  The  drak^ 
hr  covered  with  pliiniage  of  d:trabfdtdary  beaut;^.  Be^idei 
ihe^i  We  6fc«6rr^d  a  variety  of  dth^r  watei^fdi^I,  iihlth, 
fttittt  their  site*  S6eihed  to  hn  of  the  wild-^okiae  kind. 

In  Cbfe'#6bds  tbfoiigh  #hieh  we Jiittied,  Were  teen  deVerat 
4i&^ei  df  d  prodigibii^  size ;  bu^  of  What  species  ih^y  were  I 
^*nhot  ^rct^nd  to  detei-cbinii.  Th^sfe  ar6  Mid  to  b^  of  three 


Ahd  the  tead,  or  stdh^-bdlour^d  ^i^lef  Whicti  is  th^  most 
common  ;  and  probably  thpse  I  saw  were  of  this  sort.  Of 
(tiji  haWki  fiklcbri;  av(d  bilitord  JHqd,  tireV^  are  gredt  nilm- 

TH!k6Bhrt&^]ik'gU^  &ffo1'dli^6o^^^^  two 

sorts  of  grouse,  6i  ^bf-ij^ame.  SW4oM  ore  itUo  ^id  to  be 
ih  gr^dt  pl^iity;  aiiid  in  W^ir  Jt-^^arnrnfeiits,  ^^herally  to 
ihaKe  a  part  of  th^  fi{j&^i,  ibchfigh  I  do  not  remeixiber  to 
b^vfe  i^feii:  6n^  on  ahy  «lt:ca!iNiti.  -The  vast  abundance  of 
Wild-fdWl  with  which  the  coaotfy  is  stored,  was  manifest 
froint  the  numerous  presents  W6  ^eteived  from  the  Toidti  of 
l^nt  FetUt  and  Saint  Patil;  and  which  sometimes  consist- 
ed df  twenty  brace. 

'  We  met  with  no  a<i!iphibiou«  sea-animali  on  the  coast, 
ilxcept  fteals,  with  which  the  bay  of  Awatska  swarmed ;  as 
^ey  Wer^  at  this  tiiine  in  pursuit  of  th6  sahnon  that  were 
coliectirig  in  shddte^  sthd  ready  to  ascend  the  rivers.  SoQie 
of  them  are  said  td  pursue  tbe^lsh  intd  the  fresh  wateif'^  aHd 
tb  be  found  in  saoit  of  the  Idkes  which  commuhicate  With 
the  sea.-  :''  ^^<^-^^^''»"'^="  ' 

?'  Mr  Steller  has  made  the  following  scale  of  its  cry: 


The 
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.  a  •  an-gitche  •  -  aa  -  gitche.  -t. 

.  For  a  further  account  of  this  bird^  I  must  refer  the  reader  to  Krasche*  * 
Qjniukdfl^  ?ol.  il  part  4. 
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Anas  picta»  capite  pulchTi^  fiuciato.    Steller. 
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The  aea-otters  *'  are  exactly  the  same  with  those  we  met 
with  at  Nootka  Sonnidj  which  have  been  already  fully  de> 
RCribed,  and  where  they  are  ia  great  pleiitv.  They  are  also 
said  to  have  been  formerly  in  equal  abuocfance  here ;  but, 
since  the  Russians  have  opened  a  trade  for  their  skins  to 
China,  where  they  art  sold  at  a  price  much  bevond  that  of 
any  other  kind  of  fur,  they  have  l>een  hunted. almost  en^^ 
tirely  out  of  the  country.  Amongst  the  Koriie  Islands  they 
are  still  caught,  though  in  no  great  numbers ;  but  are  of  a 
superior  quuity  to  tUose  of  Kamtschatka,  or  the  American 
^ast. 

We  are  informed,  that  oA  Mednoi  and  Beering's  Island^ 
scarce  a  sea-otter  is  now  to  be  found  ;•  though  it  appears 
from  MuUer/*  th^t  in  his  time  they  were  exceedingly  plea?*; 

tiful.    .   ".'/    J-     "       ■      .  •       :   ,.    ^,:,ri 

The  Itussian  voyagers  make  mention  of  a  great  variety 
of  amphibious  sea-animals,  which  are  said  to  frequent  these 
coasts}  the  reason  why  we  saw  no  other  kinds  might  be, 
that  this  was  the  season  of  their  migration. 

Not  having  it  in  my  power  to  treat  these  articles  more 
fully,  I  conclude  them  with  the  liess  regret,  since  the  inge- 
nious Mr  Pennant  has  a  work,  almost  ready  for  publica- 
tion, entitled,"  Arctic  Zoology ;"  in  which  the  learned  will 
receive  full  information  concerning  the  animals  of  this  pe- 
ninsula. This  gentleman  has  very  obligingly  cominunicated 
to  me  his  Catalogue  of  Arctic  Animals,  witli  reference  tO; 
his  wprk,  and  permission  to  insert  it.  tl  will  be  found  at 
the  end'  of  this  section  ;  and  I  feel  myself  extremely  happy, 
in  laying  it  liefore  the  reader,  and  thereby  presentmghim 
with,  what  coiild  have  been  furnished  from  no  other  quar- 
ter, one  entire  view  of  Kamtschadale  zoology." 

Fish  may  be  considered  as  the  staple  article  of  food  with 

which  Providence  hath  supplied  the  mhabitants  of  this  pe- 

niofala;  who,  in  general,  must  never  expect  to  draw  any 

""■  *^  y  considerable 

3'  Mustela lutris.     ■  ■— --  5"- — - f - ■- »-~'^"-^.^*:.  ■■"'"■■, 

"  Englis|i  translatiotf,  p.  59.  .TT,Z  tZ:i:MtZ'lZ:j-':ZZ:M  , 
^^  Few  readers,  it  is  probably  will  kqubW  the  infortoation;  ffiat  the 
work  of  Mr  Pennant,  here  alluded  to,  was  publfshed  not  very  long  after 
the  appearance  of  this  voyage,  vis.  in  1784.  In  conseiquence  of  this  cir- 
cunlstance.  it  might  be  thought  unnecessary  to  insert  the  table  or  cats* 
logue  of  animals  now  spoken  of.  But,  on  the  whole,  there  appeared  more' 
propriety  in  risking  the  offence  of  repetition  with  those  who  possess  Mr 
P.'s  work,  thaa  in  disappointing  those  who  do  not— E, 
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confiderable  part  of  their  sustenance  either  from  grain  or 
qattle.  It  is  true,  the  soil,  as  has  been  r6ma|rked,  anprfls 
some  goo4  and  nourishing  roots,  and  every  part  of  the 
fpqntry  abounds  ixi  })enies ;  but  though  these  aloue  wou]4 
he  insufficient  for  the  support  of  the  people,  yet,  at  the 
•aq^e  titne,  they  are  necessary  correctives  of  the  putrescent 
quality  of  their  dried  fish,  in  short,  fish  may,  withnpiucb 
/greater  justice,  be  here  called  the  staff  of  life,  than  bread  is 
in  other  countries;  since  it  appears,  that  neither'the  ipha- 
/^itants,  nor  the  ojqijy  domestic  animal  they  have,  the  dog, 
could  exist  without  it. 

I  Whales  are  frequently  seen,  both  in  the  sea  of  Olcotzk, 
and  on  the  side  of  the  eastern  ocean,  and,  when  qaught, 
.are  turned  to  a  variety  of  uses.  Of  the  skin  they  make  the 
•oies  of  their  shoes,  and  straps  and  thongs  for  various  other 

Ooses.  The  flesh  they  eat,  and  the  fat  is  carefully  stored', 
for  kitchen  use,  and  for  their  lamps.  The  whiskers 
are  found  to  be  the  best  materials  for  sewing  together  the 
-seams  of  their  canoes ;  they  likewise  make  nets  of  them  fov 
r^he  larger  kind  of  fish  ;  and  with  the  under-jaw-bones  their 
sledges. are  shod.  They  likewise  work  the  bones  into  knives ; 
vand  formerly  the  chains  with  which  their  dogs  are  tied', 
were  made  of  that  material,  though  at  present  iron  ones 
are  generally  used.  The  intestines  they  clean,  then  blow 
,anid  dry  like  bladders,  and  it  is  in  these  their  oil  and  grease 
IS  stQred ;  and  of  the  nerves  and  veins,  which  are  both 
strong  and  slip  readily,  they  make  excellent  snares;  so  that 
.there  is  no  part  of  the  whale  which  here  does  not  find  its 

,.  From  the  middle  of  May,  till  our  departare  on  the  24th 
of  June,  we  caught  great  quantities  of  excellent  flat-fish, 
trout,  and  herrings.  Upward  of  three  hundred  of  the  for- 
iner,  besides  a  number  of  sea-trout,  were  dragged  out  at 
ipne  haul  of  the  seine,  the  Idth  of  May.  These  nat-fish  are 
firm,  and  of  a, good  fiavour,  studded  upon  the  bacft  with 
round  prickly  knobs,  like  turbot,  and  streaked  with  dark- 
brown  lines,  running  from  the  head  toward  the  tail.  About 
the  end  of  May  the  first  herring  season  begins.  They  ap- 
proach. }n  great  shoals,  but  do  not  remain  long  on  the 
^oast.  They  had  entirely  left  the  bay  before  we  sailed  out 
of  it  the  first  time,  but  were  beginning  to  revisit  it  again  in 
October.  It  has  been  already  mentioned,  that  the  herrings 
were  remarkably  fine  and  large,  and  that  we  filled  a  great 
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nart  of  ou^  einpiy  teaks  with  thhtii.  thfe  be^ibuihg  of  JiiBd 
W#e  tqakntities  of  eict^l^at  ctiA  were  takefi;  it  part  of 
which  we^e  likewise  kalted.  W^  caasht  tdo,  at  duFerent 
ilmH,  ntitahein  at  itnall  fish,  inuchieMmbling  a  naeHi  tod 
once  drew  oQt  i>  Wblf-fish.  i')^  ; ;'  % 

Nbtwithstandihg  this  ih^iidki^  of  fiat-fnh>  cod,  and 
herrih^,  it  is  on  the  salmon-fishery  alone  that  the  Katiit- 
iichad^es  depiend  for  their  winter  provisioMi  Of^eiei  itit 
iaid  by  haturalists,  there  are  to  be  found  oh  thn  coast  all 
the  differeilt  spiecies  that  are  known  to  exist,  and  which 
the  natives  formerly  characterized  by  the  different  months 
in  #hioh  they  aScend  the  rivers.  They  say,  too>  that 
though  th^  shoals  of  diifereht  sorts  are  seen  to  mount  the 
rivers  at  the  same  time,  yet  they  never  mix  with  each  other ; 
that  they  always  return  to  the  sahie  riVef  in  which  they 
were  bred;  but  not  till  the  ^hird  sUhimer;  that  neither  th^ 
inale  nOr  female  live  to  regain  tH^iea ;  that  certain  Species 
frequent  certain  riveii,  attd  tirk  heVer  found  in  others, 
though  they  empty  themselves  nearly  at  the  same  place. 

The  first  shoals  of  salmon  begiii  to  enter  the  mouth  of 
the  Awatska  about  the  rhiddle  of  May;  and  this  kind, 
whibh  is  called  by  the  Kamtschadnles  Tchavitsi,  is  the  lar- 
gest ind  most  valued.  Their  length  is  generally  about  three 
feeit  and  a  half;  they  are  very  deep  in  proportion,  and  their 
average  weieht  is  from  thirty  to  forty  pounds.  The  tail  is  ' 
not  forked,  but  straight.  The  back  is  of  a  dark  blUe,  spot- 
ted with  black ;  in  other  respects  they  are  much  like  our 
common  salmon.  They  ascend  the  river  with  extraordina- 
ly  velocity,  insomuch  that  the  water  is  sensibly  agitated  by 
their  motion ;  and  the  Khmtschadales,  who  are  always  on 
the  watch  for  theih  abcfut  the  tiihe  they  are  expected,  jiidge 
of  their  i^ppr6ach  by  this  circUtti^tancei  and  immediately 
let  drb^  their  nets  before  therri.  We  virere  presented  with 
one  of  th^  first  that  wds  caught,  ahd  given  to  understand 
that  it  #ds  the  gredt^st  cbmpriinent  iiM  could  be  paid  us. 
KrascheninnikofT  relates,  that  fbrmerly  the  Kamtschadales 
made  a  point  of  eating  the  first  fish  they  took  with  great 
rejoicirtgs,  ahd  tL  variety  of  Superstitious  ceremonies ;  and 
thiit,  after  thti  Rus^ans  became  their  masters,  it  was  for  a 
long  time  a  constant  subject  of  quarrel  between  them,  to 
whom  the  first  should  belong.  Ihe  season  for  fishihg  for 
this  species  lasti  from  the  tniddle  of  May  till  the  end  of 

June* 
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'  The  other  sort  it  of  a  smaller  kind,  weighing  only  from 
eight  to  sixteen  pounds.  They  are  known  by  the  general 
name  of  ihe  red  fish,  and  begin  to  colkct  in  the  bays  and 
14  the  mouths  of  the  rivers  tne  beginning  of  June ;  from 
which  time  till  the  end  of  September,  they  are  caught  ih 
great  quantities,  both  upon  the  eastern  and  western  coast, 
where  any  fresh  water  tails  into  the  sea,  and  likewise  all 
along  the  course  of  the  rivers  to  their  very  source.  The 
manner  in  which  they  draw  their  nets  within  the  bay  of 
Awatska  is  as  follows :  Tliey  tie  one  end  of  the  net  to  a  large 
stone  at  the  water's  edge ;  they  then  push  off  in  a  canoe 
about  twenty  yards  in  a  right  line,  dropping  their  net  as 
they  advance,  after  which  they  turn  and  run  out  the  re- 
mainder of  the  net  in  a  line  parallel  to  the  shore.  In  this 
position  they  wait,  concealing  themselves  very  carefully  in 
the  boat,  and  keeping  a  sharp  look-out  for  the  fish,  which 
always- direct  their  course  close  in  with  the  shore,  and 
whose  approach  is  announced  bv  a  rippling  in  the  water, 
till  they  find  that  the  shoal  has  advancea  beyond  the  boat, 
when  they  shoot  the  canoe. to  shore  in  a  direct  line,  and 
never  fail  of  inclosing  their  prey.  Seldom  more  than  two 
men  are  employed  to  a  net,  who  haul  with  facility,  in  this 
manner,  seines  larger  than  ours,  to  which  we  appoint  a  do- 
zen. We  at  first  met  with  very  poor  success  in  our  own 
method  of  hauling ;  but  after  the  Kamtschadales  had  ve.-y 
kindly  put  us  in  the  way,  we  were  not  less  successful  that' 
themselves.  In  the  rivers,  they  shoot  one  net  across,  and 
haul  another  down  the  stream  to  it. 

The  lakes  that  have  a  communication  with  the  sea,  which 
was  the  case  of  all  those  that  I  saw,  abound  with  fish  that 
have  viery  much^the  resemblance  of  dmall  salmon,  and  are 
from  four  to  six  pounds  weight.  I  ^could  not  understand 
that  the  inhabitants  thought  it  worth  their  while  to  fish  for 
them.  As  these  lakes  are  not  deep,  they  become  an  easy 
prey  to  the  bears  and  dogs  during  the  summer;  and,  if  I  . 
might  judge  from  the  quantity  of  bones  to  be  seen  upon 
the  banks,  they  devour  vast  numbers  of  them. 

The  inhabitants,  for  the  most  part,  dry  their  salmon,  and 
salt  very  little  of  it.  £ach  fish  is  cut  into  three  pieces,  the 
beily-^tece  being  first  taken  off,  and  afterward  a  slice  along 
each  side  the  back-bone.  The  former  of  these  are  dried 
and  smoked,  and  esteemed  the  finest  part  of  the  fish,  and 
sold,  when  we  were  at  Saint  Peter  and  Saint  Paul's,  at  the 
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rate  of  one  hundred  for  a  rouble.  The  latter  are  dried  in 
the  air,  and  either  eaten  whole  as  breaH,  or  reduced  lo  pow- 
der, of  which  they  make  ][>aste  and  cakest  that  are  not  un- 
pleasant to  the  taste.  The  head,  tail,  and  bones  are  hung 
op,  and  dried  for  winter  provision  for  the  dogs. 
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*  Argili,  wild  sheep,  Arct. 
■if.^       Zool.  vol.  i.  p.  IS. 

Ibex,  or  nvild  goat 
',     •  Rein        .  .         . 

*Wdf  .       . 

^Dog       .       .       .       . 
f  Arctic  fin     . 

*  £uropna  fox        . 

V  \..^i    .    .    ••black       . 


>  Cafra  amnion,  Lin.  Syst 

16  Cafta  ibex         .        • 

S9  Cermit  tarandut        . 

38  Cani$  Input 
40 


97 


<S    Canis  lagopu9 
45    CaiM  vulpet 
40 
ib. 


,        .        90 
9S 

.     .     .     sa! 

•       .    '   69 


b.  cross         .       

I  Pojuj  bear,  in  the  Frozen  Se.^^  |  j^„^  .„^^ 


,«Bear 


57 
6C 
76 
ib. 
79 
86 
88 


Wolverene        .         . 
*  Common  weasel         . 
Stoat,  Of  ermine         . 
-Sable      ... 
V  Common  otter      • 
I  Sea  otter      .       . 
I*' Varying  hare        . 
"'Alpine  hare 
f  Earless  marmot     . 
.  Bdbak  marmot      . 
Water  rat  . 

,  Common  mouse    . 
7  <EcoaoiBic  mouse 
«>  Red  mouse 
-i;  lobehg  mouse      . 
>f  Foetid  shrew         « 
f  Walrus.    Icy  sea 
7  Common  seal 
' '  Oiieat  seal    . 
Leporine  seal       • 

I  Hajpseal     .       .  

^    Rubbonseal.    Kurlle  Isles  165 

''Z   Ursine  seal   .       .       .       ib. 

Leonine  seal         .        .      178 

•  Whale-tailed  omnsti     .      377 


Urnu  arclM. 
Urtut  lutcut 
Muitela  nivalit 
Muttela  ermitiM 
Mu$tela  nbellma 
Muitela  lutru    . 
Muttela  iutrii    . 
94    Leput  timiduu 
97 

lis    Muteitellut 

US 

150  Mut  ampMbiut 
131    Mut  Mutcultu 
134 
186 
188 

139    Sorex  aruHeut     • 
144    Tricliecut  roimarui 

15 1  PhocavitulitM 
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Phoca  ursina 
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^  the  quaclrupeds  and  birds  mentioned  in  this  part  of  the  voyaie  are 
msrhed  in  this  liit  with  an  asterisk. 
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There  were  no  domeitic  •nimals  in  Kamtscliatka  till  they  were  intro*  ^ 
duced  b;^  the  RuBsiaoB.    The  doga*  which  icein  to  be  of  woliish  descend 
are  aboriginal.  jH 
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II. 
lU. 


IV. 
V. 
VI. 
VII. 

VIII. 
IX. 


X. 

XI. 
XII. 

XIII. 
XIV. 

XV. 

if 
XVI. 


XVII. 
XVIII. 

XIX« 


Sea  eagle.    Vol  II.  p. 

*  Cinereoua  eagle 

*  Whita.headea  eagle 
Crying  eagle 
Osprey 

Peregrine  falcon 
Goshawk      . 

.  Eagle  owl    . 
Snowy  owl 
Raven       . 
Magpye 
Nutcracker 
CSuckoo       • 
,  Wryneck     . 
Nuthatch     . 
White  grous 
Wood  grous 
Water  ouzel 
Fieldfare     i 
Red  wine,  tlurush 
KamtBcbatkaa 
Greenfinch 
Golden  bunting    . 
I^easer  red'heiuliBd  lin 

net         , 
Dun  fly-catcher 
JSky-lark      . 
Wood-lark 
White  wagtail 
Yellow  wagtail 
Tschutaki  wagtail 
Yellow  wren        •       413 
Redatart      .       •       416 
Longbilled  .       420 

Stapozina  .  .  421 
Awatska  .  .  423 
Marsh  titasoiiae  427 

Chlnmey  swallow  429 
Martin  .  .  4S0 
Sand  martin  .  ib. 
European  goatsucker    437 


194  Faleo  ostifragui      . 

Sii  Vultur  albiuJla 

196  Faleo  leucocephalut 

315  (Latham,  I.  38.) 

199  Fako  halitetut        . 

903  (Latham,  I.  7S.<) 

204  Falco  palumbanu$   ;<• 

838  Strixhuho 

233  Strix  nyctea 

346  Corvut  cor  ax  •  . 

147  Conuipica    ,      ivu:' 

353  Corvus  caryocataetei 

966  Cucului  canorui     . 

267  Jyii«  torquilla ' 

281  &tta  Europea 

808  Tetrao  lagopui       , 

312  Tetrao  urogallut     . 

832  Sturnu$  cinclus. 

340  Turdui  pilarii        . 

841  Turdui  iliacui        • 

843  (Latham,  III.  23.) 

353  Loxia  chlor'u         . 

367  (Latham,  IL  201.) 

(Latham,  IL  305.) 

(Latham,  U.  351.) 
394  A.  Alauda  arvensia      . 
805  B.  AUmda  arborea       . 
396  E.  MolacUla  alba 
ib.  F.  Motacillaflava 
197  H.  (Latham,  IV.  403.) 


379 

390 


Motacilia  trochilus 
Motacillaphasnicurui 

Motacilia  riupaaina 

Parut  paluitrU 
Hirundo  rustica 
Hirundo  urhica       , 
Hirundo  riparia      . 
Caprimulgut  Europeui 


134 

123 

ib. 

129 

ISO 
131 
133 
155 
157 
ib. 
168 
17t 
177 
974 
S7S 

991 

991 

r 

304 


987 
>   lb. 

881 

ibb 

388 
335 

8SI 

841 
848 
344 
ib. 
340 
WATER 
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*  The  birds,  which  are  not  described  by  Llni»BS,are  referrrd  to  tbeHis- 
itory  of  Birds,  f  ubliibed  by  Mr  l<atbam,  surgeon  in  Dartford,  JLentt 
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Cmne        .  • 

Curlew 
Whimbral     . 
Common  landpiper 
Oambet 
Golden  plover 
Pied  oyate^Gatcher 


Plain  phalarope. 


WATIB  VOWL. 

Ciovenjinttd  Water  Fowl. 

P.  453  A.  Ariengnu 
P.  469  A.  Seolopex  arquata 
P.  468  B.  Seolopax  pA«optt« 
Mo  S8R      THnga  hjfpoltueoe 
N«  S94      TVt'fif  a  gatidtetta 
No  999      Ckaradriui  pluvialii 
No  Htematopui  oitrakgui 

With  pinn^ed  Feet. 
With  webbed  Feet. 


Wanderinff  albatroN 
IUsor>billl»wk 
Puffin 
Antient  • 


% 


Parroquet  . 

Crested         . « 
Duiky 

Foolish  guillemot 
Blwk  guillemot 
MarblM  guillemot 
Imber  diver     .    . 
Speckled  diver  • 

Red-throated  diver     . 
Great  tern        .         . 

Kamtschatkan  . 

Black-headed  gull       . 

Kittiwake  gull 

Ivory  gull 

ArcticguU 

Tarrock 

Efld>l(|Sed       i 

iPulmar  petrel  . 

Stormy  petrel     .        . 

Kurile  petrel      .       . 

Blue  petrel.'    Prefiice. 

Goosander  merganser 

Smew  .  . 

-   Whistlipg  swan  . 

Great  goose        .        . 

Chinese  goose 


Diomedea  exulatu 
Aka  tarda 
Aka  aretica    . 


No4SS 
No  435 
No4S7 
No  430 
No  481 
No43S 
No  433 
No  484 

No4S5 

No  436 

No  437 

No  438 

No  440 

No  441 

No  443 

No  448 
P.  585  A. 

No  455      Larut  ridUtundue    . 

No  456      Larui  ru$a     .       . 

No  457 

No  450 

f.bSSD,  Lanutridactjflui  . 
P.533E. 
No  464      Proeellaria  glaeialii 

No  404      ProceUaria  peiagiica 
P.  536  A. 


Colymbw  troillc      ,       . 
Cofymbui  grylle.  , 

Colymhut  immer     ;       > 

ColymbuM  tqttentritnmU$ 
Sterna  hirundo. 


yl 


No  465 

No  468 

No  469 

P.  570 

P.  571 


Mergut  mergataer 
Mergu*  albellue      . 
Ana*  C^gmufenu     , 

Ana^'cygnoide,     .<T^ 


884 
848 

843 
950 
948 
954 
967 


SIO 
911 


990 
ib. 

Mt 

890 

995 

ib. 

913 
818 


908 

909 

194  A. 

194  B. 

Snow 


'  I  never  mw  this,  bat  it  is  mentioned  by  Mr  Eliii.  I  had  omitted  it  in  ray 
aoologic  part*  . 
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884 
94t 
S4S 
S50 
S48 
f54 
S&7 


•U 
SIO 
911 


flnowgooM        • 
Brant  moM 
£ider  auck         . 
Black  duck 
Velvet  duck 
Shoveler 

Golden  eye        . 
Harlequin  . 

Mallard 

•  Weitern        . 
Pintail 

•Longtailed 
Morillon  <. 

Shieldrake       . 
Tufted 
Falcated 
Oaroanejr       • 

Corvorant 
Violet  corvorant 
Red-fiuxd  corvorant 


No  477 
No  478 

No  480 
No  488 
No  481 
No  485 
No  480 
No  490 
No  404. 
No  497 
NoAOO 
No  501 

P.57aF. 

P.579D. 

P.  573  O. 

P.  574  I. 

P.  576  O. 

P.  577  P. 
No  509 

P.  584  a 

P.  584  C. 


Ana$b«rnieltt 
Anoi  motMima 
Anal  iBtetabUii 
Amai/uK* 
Anai  ehpeata 
Anai  eiangula 
Ana$  hiitrioniea 
Ana$  6oicAa* 

Anai  acuta 
Ana$  glaei^ 
Aaa$  gittuekm 
Anai  tadoma 
Anaifuliguh 

Anai  gturqueiula 
Anai  crecia    , 
Pekeanui  carbo 


ib. 
195 
190 
900 
901 
904 
905 

909 
90S 

901 
195 
907 

9«S 
904 

910 


At/ 


• 

* 

990 
ib. 

• 

999 

mU$ 

290 

•       • 

995 
924 

•                  9 

ib. 

1 

1                  • 

913 
919 
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908 

909 

194  A. 

• 

194  B. 

Snow 
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General  Account  of  KamUchatka,  continued. — Of  the  Inhaln- 
tantu — Origin  of  the  KanttKhadalea. — DtKovered  by  the 
Ruttians. — Abstract  of  their  History. — Numberu-^Present 
State. — Of  the  Human  Commerce  in  Kamtachatka.^^Of 
the  Kamtschadale  Habitations,  and  Dress,^-Of  the  Kurue 
Islands.—The  Koreki.~^The  Tschutski. 

The  present  inhabitants  of  Kamtscbatka  are  of  tbree 
sorts.  The  natives^  or  Kamtschadales ;  the  Russians  and 
Cossacks ;  and  a  mixture  of  these  two  b^  marriage. 

Mr  Stellcr,  who  resided  sometime  in  this  country,  and  who 
seems  to  have  taken  ereat  pains  to  gain  information  on  this 
subject,  is  persuaded,  that  the  true  Kamtschadales  are  a 
people  of  great  antiquity,  and  have  for  many  ages  inhabit- 
ed this  peninsula ;  and  that  they  are  originally  descended 
from  the  Mungallians,  and  not  either  from  the  Tungusian 
Tartars,  as  some,  or  the  Japanese,  as  others  have  imagined. 

The  principal  arguments,  by  which  he  supports  these 
opinions,  are,  That  there  exists  not  among  them  the  trace 
of  a  tradition  of  their  having  mierated  from  any  other 
country ;  that  they  believe  themselves  to  have  been  crea- 
ted and  placed  in  this  very  spot  by  their  god  Koiitkou ; 
....  11  that 
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that  they  are  the  most  favoured  of  his  creatures ;  the  molt 
fortunate  and  hnppj  of  bcingx;  and  that  their  cooiitry  it 
lupcrior  to  all  others,  affording  iiMoni  of  gratification  far 
beyond  what  are  any  where  else  to  be  met  with  ;  that  they 
iMTe  a  perfect  knowledge  of  all  the  plants  of  their  country, 
their  virtues  and  uses,  which  could  not  be  acquired  in  a 
•hort  time ;  that  their  instruments  and  household  ntensila 
differ  greatly  from  those  of  any  other  nation,  and  are  made 
with  an  extraordinary  degree  of  neatness  and  dexterity, 
which  implies  that  they  are  both  of  their  own  invention, 
and  have  been  long  in  arriving  at  so  great  perfection ;  that, 
antecedently  to  the  arri  val  of  the  Russians  and  Cossacks 
among  them,  they  had  oot  the  smallest  knowledge  of  any 
people,  except  the  Koreki ;  that  it  is  but  of  late  they  had 
an  intercourse  with  the  Kuriles,and  still  later  (and  happen- 
ed by  meahs  of  a  vessel  being  shipwrecked  on  their  coast) 
that  they  knew  any  thing  of  tlie  Japanese ;  and,  Ustly,  that 
the  country  was  very  populous  at  the  time  the  Russians  first 
got  footing  in  it. 

The  reasons  he  alleges  for  supposing  them  to  be  origin- 
ally descended  from  the  Mungafians,  are.  That  many  words 
in  their  language  have  terminations  similar  to  those  of  the 
Mungalian  Cbmcse,  such  as,  ong,  ing,  oing,  tching,  tcha, 
tchoing,  ksi,  ksung,  See;  and,  moreover,  that  the  some 
principle  of  inflexion  or  derivation  obtains  in  both  lan- 
guages; that  they  are  in  general  under-sized,  as  are  the 
Mungalians;  that  their  complex ioa« like  thein,  L  jwarthv; 
that  they  have  black  hair,  little  beard,  the  facu  broad,  the 
nose  short  and  fla<,  the  «y«s  small  and  aiol;,  the  ereihrows 
thin,  the  belly  pendant,  the  legs  small ;  all  which  are  pe* 
culiarities  that  are  to  be  foand  among  the  Mungalians. 
from  the  whole  of  which  he  draws  this  conclusion,  that 
they  fled  for  safety  to  tlus  peninsula,  from  tlie  rapid  ad- 
vances of  the  Eastern  conquerors ;  as  the  Laplanders,  the 
Samoides,&o.  v  ire  compelled  to  retreat  to  the  extiomities 
of  the  north  by  (be  Europeans,    it  hnn  ;  ti\mtuii''r.\  mfH  lit- 

The  Russians  having  extended  their  cotiquesta,  and  esta- 
blished posts  and  colonies  along  that  immense  extent  of 
coast  of  the  Frozen  Sea,  from  the  Jenesei  to  t.Aj  Anadir, 
appointed  commissaries  for  the  ipufpoae  of  exploring  aad 
subjecting  the  coantries  still  farther  eastward.  They  soon 
became  acquainted  with  the  wandering  Koriacs,  inhabiting 
the  north  und  north-east  coa»t  of  the  sea  of  Okotzk»  and, 
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williout  difficaUy,  road*  tliepi  tributary.  Tl^eae  being  Uie 
jromecliate  nei^bbouri  Qf  tb«  KamitwhAdidcf,  aQ'i  likeiiri» 
in  ilie  habit*  ol  bartering  vith  tbu»,  a  kmiwWdge  ot  »^\r 
■c^iatKo  followed  of  count. 

The  huoour  of  the  tint  ditcovery  ii  giv«i  to  F^odot 
AleKcieff,  a  inerohant,  who  is  laid  to  h«v«  sailed  (nnu  thr 
river  Kovjrma,  rouod  the  pcnintula  of  the  TMhu(«ki»  ia 
coin|»any  with  seven  other  vessel!*  gbout  the  year  1048. 
The  tradition  goes,  that,  being  separated  from  tiie  rest  by 
•  stornif  near  the  Tschukotskoi  NoM«  he  wm  driven  upon 
th«  coast  of  Kamtscha'  :>>..!  here  he  wintved ;  and  the  «uiii- 
mer  following  co>  •  .  ju  r)  the  proinoiaory  of  Lopatka, 
into  the  sea  of  ^vouk,  u^t !  entered  ttie  mouth  of  tae  Ti- 
sil;  but  tha>  if  anri  his  coapaqiooi  were  cut  off  by  the 
KoriacSf  iu  enuciiVcM  ing  to  pass  from  thenoc  by  land  to 
the  i  .nadiiak.  This,  in  part,  is  corroborated  by  tlie  ao- 
oountt»  ui  'i)iineon  Dcshneff,  who  commanded  one  of  the 
ficv?n  vesselsf  and  iVi.i  thrown  on  shore  at  the  moutli  of  the 
Anadir.  Be  this  as  it  may,  since  theee  discoverers,  if  sucbi 
rhev  were,  did  not  live  to  make  any  report  of  what  they 
haci  done,  Volodimir  Atlassoffi  a  Cossack,  stands  for  the 
first  acknowledged  discoverer  of  Kamtschatka.* 

Thii»  person  was  sent,  in  the  year  l(l97j  from  the  fort  Ja* 
kutzk  to  the  Anadirsk,  in  the  quality  of  commissary,  with 
instructions  to  call  in  the  assistance  of  the  Koriacs,  with  ^ 
view  to  the  discovery  of  countries  beyond  theirs,  and  to  th^ 
mbjecting  them  to  a  tribute.  In  1699,  be  penetrated^  wilJ^ 
about  sixty  Russian  soldierg,  and  the  same  number  of  Coe* 
lacks,  into  the  heart  of  the  peninsula;  gained  theTigii; 
and  fro|u  thence  levying  a  tribute  in  furs*  in  his  progrese 
crossed  over  to  the  river  Kamtschatka*  on  which  ne  built 
the  higher  Kamtschatkn  ostrog*  called  Verchnei,  where  b< 
left  a  garrison  of  sixteen  Cossacks,  and  returned  to  Jakutzli: 
in  1700,  with  an  immense  quantity  of  rare  and  valuable  tfir 
butary  furs.  These  he  had  the  good  sense  and  policy  to  ac^ 
company  to  Moscow ;  and«  in  recompenoe  for  tiia  services, 
was  appointed  commander  of  the  Vort  of  Jakultidc,with  ht^ 
ther  or^^rs  to  repair  again  to  lUmtscbalka  i  having  fint 
•'^juMf'^j!,*  #i-->./J    .f'.'/iitu 'jfii  (r»',«;!:i '9#tJf>i  I- .  drawn 

^  It  is  prqper  to  remark,  that  Atlassoff  sent  an  aifw^  party,  under 
the  cotn'mand  of  a  subaltern,  called  I'Ucas  Molodcdff,  who  certainly  pene- 
trated into  Kamtschatka,  and  returned  with  an  account  of  his  success  be> 
fore  Atlassoff  set  out,  and  is  therefore  not  m^ustly  mentioned  as  the  dis- 
coverer of  Kamtschatka. 
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drawn  from  the  garrison  at  Tobolsk  a  reinforcement  of  a 
hundred  Cossacks,  with  ammunition,  and  whatever  else 
could  give  efficacy  to  the  completion  and  settlement  of  his 
late  discoveries.  Advancing  with  this  force  toward  the  Ana- 
dirsk^he  fell  in  with  abark  on  the  river*  Tunguska,ladenwith 
Chinese'  merchandize,  which  he  pillaged ;  and,  in  conse« 
^uence  of  a  remonstrance  from  the  sunerers  to  the  Russian 
court,  he  was  seized  upon  at  Jakntzk,  and  thrown  into  pri- 
son. 

In  the  mean  time,  Potop  SerionkofF,  who  had  been  left 
by  Atlassoff,  kept  peaceable  possession  of  the  garrison  of 
Verchnei ;  and  though  he  had  not  a  sufficient  force  to  com- 
pel the  payment  of  a  tribute  from  the  natives,  yet,  by  his 
management  and  conciliating  disposition,  he  continued  to 
carry  on  an  advantageous  traffic  with  them  as  a  mf^rchant. 
On  his  return  to  the  Anadirsk,  with  the  general  goorl-will 
of  the  natives  of  Kamtschatka,  himself  and  party  wfre  at- 
tacked by  the  Koriacs,  and  unfortunately  all  cut  off.  This 
happened  about  1703 ;  and  several  other  successive  com- 
missaries were  sent  into  Kamtschatka,  with  various  success, 
during  the  disgrace  and  trial  of  Atlassoff. 

In  1706,  Atlassoff  was  reinstated  in  his  command,  and 
appointed  to  conduct  a  second  expedition  into  Kamtschat- 
ka, with  instructions  to  gain  upon  the  natives  by  all  peace- 
able means,  but  on  no  pretence  to  have  recourse  to  force 
and  compulsion;  but,  instead  of  attending  to  his  orders, 
he  not  only,  by  repeated  acts  of  cruelty  and  injustice,  made 
the  natives  exceedingly  hostile  and  averse  to  their  new  go- 
vernors, but  likewise  so  far  alienated  the  affections  of  his 
own  people,  that  it  ended  in  a  mutiny  of  the  Cossacks,  and 
their  demand  of  another  commander.  The  Cossacks  having 
carried  their  point,  in  displacing  Atlassoff,  seized  upon  his 
effects ;  and,  after  once  tasting  the  sweets  of  plunder,  and 
of  living  without  discipline  or  controul,  in  vain  did  his  suc- 
cessors attempt  to  reduce  them  to  military  discipline  and 
subjection.  Three  successive  commanders  were  assassina- 
ted in  their  turn ;  and  the  Cossacks  being  thus  in  open  re- 
bellion to  the  Russian  government,  and  with  arms  in  their 
hands,  were  let  loose  upon  the  natives.  The  iiistory  of  this 
country  from  that  period,  till  the  grand  revolt  of  the  Kamt- 
schadales  in  1731,  presents  one  unvaried  detail  of  massa- 
cres. 


.'  This  river  empties  itself  into  the  Jenesei. 
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cres,  revolts,  and  savage  and  sanguinary  renconntiers  be- 
tween small  parties,  from  one  end  of  the  peninsula  to  the 
other. 

What  led  to  this  revolt,  was  the  discovery  of  a  passase 
frotn  Okotzk  to  the  Bolchoireka,  which  was  first  made  by 
Cosmo  SokolofF,  in  the  year  1715.  Hitherto  the  Rnssiant 
had  no  entrance  into  t^e  countnr  but  on  the  side  of  Ana- 
dink;  so  that  the  natives  had  frequent  opportunities  of 
both  plundering  the  tribute,  as  it  was  carriea  by  so  lohg  a 
jonmey  out  of  the  peninsula,  and  harassing  the  troops  in 
th'eir  march  into  it.  But  by  the  discovery  of  this  commu- 
nication, there  existed  a  safe  and  speedy  means,  as  well  of 
'  exporting  the  tribute,  as  of  importing  the  troops  and  mili- 
tary I  tores  into  the  very  heart  of  the  country;  which' the 
iiativ>?s  easily  taw  gave  the  Russians  so  great  an  advantage, 
as  must  soon  confirm  their  dominion,  and  therefore  deter- 
mined them  to  make  one  grand  and  immediate  struggle 
for  their  liberty.  The  moment  resolved  upon  for  carrying 
iheir  designs  into  execution,  was  when  Beering  should  have 
«et  sail,  who  was  at  this  time  on  the  coast  with  a  small  squa^ 
dron,  and  had  dispatched  all  the  troops  that  could  well  be 
spared  from  the  country,  to  join  Powloutski,  in  an  expedi- 
tion against  the  Tschutski.  The  opportunity  was  well  cho- 
sen; and  it  is  altogether  surprising,  that  this  conspiracy, 
which  was  so  general,  that  everj^  native  in  the  peninsula 
is  said  to  have  had  his  share  in  it,  was  at  the  same  time 
conducted  with  such  secrecy,  that  the  Russians  had  not  the 
smallest  suspicion  that  any  thing  hostile  to  their  interests 
was  in  agitation.  Their  other  measures  were  equally  well 
taken.  They  had  a  strong  body  in  readiness  to  cut.offall 
communication  with  the  fort  Anadirsk ;  and  the  eastern 
coast  was  likewise  lined  with  detached  parties,  with  a  view 
of  seizing  on  any  Russians  that  might  by  accident  arrive 
from  Okotzk.  Things  were  in  this  state,  when  the  commis- 
sary Cheekhaerdin  marched  from  Verchnei  with  his  tri- 
bute, escorted  by  the  troops  of  the  fort,  for  the  mouth  of 
the  Kanitschatka  river,  where  a  vessel  was  lying  to  convey 
them  to  the  Anadir.  Besides  waiting  for  the  departure  of 
Beering,  the  revolt  was  to  be  suspended  till  this  vessel 
should  be  out  at  sea,  notice  of  which  was  to  be  given  to 
the  different  chiefs.  Accordingly,  the  moment  she  was  out 
of  sight,  they  began  to  massacre  every  Russian  and  Cos- 
sack that  came  in  their  way,  and  to  set  fire  to  their  houses. 
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A  large  body  ascended  the  river  KamtichaUia;  made  theiid^ 
aelvet  ina9ters  of  the  fprt  and  ostrog  the  commissary  had  j«B(t 
quitted  ;  put  to  death  all  that  were  in  it,  and,  excent  th? 
church  and  the  fort,  reduced  the  whole  to  ashes.  Heve  it 
was  that  they  first  learned  that  the  Russian  vessel,  in  whic^ 
the  commissary  hafJ  embarked,  was  still  on  th?  coast,  vikw^ 
determine  them  to  defend  themselves  in  the  fort.  Tbit 
vflad.  ibrtJtmately  soon  brought  the  vessel  back  to  the  jji^^^ 
bonr;  for  had  ane  proceeded  in  her  woyage,  notbipg  pRi>f 
bably  could  have  prevented  the  utter  extirpatipn  of  tb^ 
Russians.  The  Cossacks  finding, on  their  la^uig,  that  tMr 
housea  bad  been  burnt  to  the  ground,  and  their  wives  aq4 
dail^nen  either  massacred  or  parried  o^  prisonerf,  y/^^ 
enraged  to  madness.  T'^ey  marched  difeetly  to  the  forl^ 
which  they  attacked  with  great  fu^y,  and  the  natives  as  re-  - 
solutely  defende<^,  till  at  length  the  pow4er-magazine  ta- 
king fire,  ^the  fort  was  blpwn  up^  together  with  most  of 
those  that  were  in  it  Varjpus  rencounters  succeeded  to 
this  event,  in  whi<;h  much  blood  was  spilled  on  both  s|des# 
At  length,  two  of  the  principal  leaders  being  slain,  and  the 
third,  (after  dispatching  his  wife  and  children,  to  prev<3at 
their  failing  into  the  enemy's  hand,)  haviqg  put  an  en^  tol 
himself,  peace  was  established. 

Ttom  that  period  every  thing  went  on  very  peaceably 
till  the  year  1740,  when  a  few  Russians  lost  their  lives  ii^  tj^ 
tumult,  which  was  attended  with  no  farther  consequences  | 
and,  except  the  insurrection  at  Bolcheretsk,  in  1770,  (wfucbi 
has  been  already  noticed,)  there  has  been  no  distuibancei 


aince* 


Though  the  quelling  the  rebellion  of  1731  was  attended 
with  the  loss  of  a  great  number  of  inhabitants,  yet  1  was  in- 
formed that  the  country  had  recovered  itself,  and  was  be- 
come more  populous  than  ever,  when,  in  the  year  1767>  the 
small-pox,  brought  by  a  soldier  from  C^otzk,  broke  out 
among  them  for  the  first  time,  marking  its  progress  with  ra- 
vages not  less  dreadful  than  the  plague,  and  seeming  to 
threaten  their  entire  extirpation.  They  compute  that  near 
twenty  thousand  died  of  this  disorder  in  Kamtschatka,  the 
Koreki  country,  and  the  Kurile  Islands.  The  inhabitants  of 
whole  villages  were  swept  away.  Of  this  we  had  sufficient 
proofs  before  our  eyes.  There  are  no  less  than  eight  ostrogs 
scattered  about  the  bay  of  Awatska,  all  which,  we  were  in-, 
formed^  had  been  fully  inhabited^  but  are  now  entirely  de- 
solate. 
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so1flte>  except  Saint  Peter  and  Saint  Paul ;  and  even  that 
odntains  no  more  than  seven  Kamtschadales,  who  are  trir 
butary.  At  Paratounca  osUrog  there  are  but  thirtv-six  na- 
tive iohabitants,  men,  women,  and  children,  whicb»  before 
it  was  visited  by  the  small-pox,  we  were  told  contained 
three  hundred  and  sixty.  In  our  road  to  Boloheretsk,  we 
passed  four  extensive  ostross,  with  not  an  inhabitant  in 
them.  In  the  present  diminished  state  of  the  natives,  with 
fresh  supplies  of  Russians  and  Cossacks  perpetually  pour- 
ing in,  and  who  intermix  with  ihent  by  marriage,  it  is  pro- 
baole,  that  in  less  than  half  a  century  there  will  be  very 
few  of  them  left.  By  Major  Behm's  account,  there  are  not 
now  more  than  three  thousand  who  pay  tribute,  the  KuriJe 
islanders'  included.'  ..  ^  ■ 

,   iM.'^*v«q«iv;«      J  understood 

'  Captaia  Knisenstera  inlbnns  us,  that  tbe  people  in  ItuHtecIiatpka, 
and  more  especiiUIy  the  Kamtschqdaies,  are  decreesiag  in  numtier  Tf&tjf 
rapidly,  and  frooi  different  causes.  Tbejr  are  subject  to  several  epi^emie 
complaints;  one  of  which,  he  sigrs,  carried  off  upwards  of  dve  th^usa^fN) 

CirsoDS  in  the  ^ears  l«0O  and  1801.  But  the  principal  4»R8es  of  d^popu*' 
tion,  which,  if  not  speedily  rensoved,  threaten,  the  total  extinct^  ^eC 
the  inhabitants,  are,  not  dependent  on  the  severity,  or  wen  any  peculiar 
maladies  of  the  dimetc.  It  is  to  the  excessive  use  of  spiritEji,  «na  an  ex- 
traordinary disproportioD  in  tbe  number  of  females,  that  this  serious  evit 
is  to  l>e  chiefly  ittputed.  The  great  moral  defect  in  the  character  of  the 
native  Kamtschadaiet  is  his  [vopensity  to  draakenness;  in. which,  it  wilt 
readily  be  believed,  he  finds  companions  amongst  hie  neighboi^rs;  and  io 
whld^  still  mora  unfortunately,  he  is  absolutely  encouraged,  ior  the  most 
fraudident  purposes,  by  tlie  petty  agents  of  the  American  Conqpany,  and 
the  ether  mercfalints  in  JCamtschatka.  Nothing  can  be  more  inmmous 
than  what  is  related  b^  Knisenstera  on  this  sid^ect  Let  tbe  fbUowiiw 
description  suffice.  It  is  applied  by  K.  indeed  to  a  state  of  matters  which 
formerly  existed  without  oontroul,  but  which  the  government,  he  would 
have  us  believe,  has  lately  endeavoured  todestNy.  How  ftr  this  intetfer- 
enoe  has  avsiied,  or  is  hkely  to  avail,  ttay  be  conjectured,  thoi^h  notr 
without  some  very  painful  emotions,  from  the  circumstance  admitted 
by  K.  himself^. that  there  are  few  Kamtschadales  remaining  on  whom  it^ 
benefits  can  operate ;  and  the  opinioa  he  has  also  given,  that  before  many, 
years  ihave  elapsed,  these  few  will  perhaps  have  entirely  diBap|)earedl 
"  Widt  oo  other  wares,"  sr.^-s  this  candid  man,  "  tlian  a  large  quantitvp^ 
very  bad  gin,  the  merchants  travclied  about  the  country  to  proeMre  OfES^ 
As  soon. as  one  of  them  arrhred  in  an  ostrog,  he  treated  his  host  .w^U  a 
glass  of  spirits.  The  Ejtmtsdiadales  are  all  so  unfortunately  attachiiit  t«; 
strong  liquors,  that  it  is  absolutely  impossible  for  them  to  resist  the  pica* 
sure  of  getting  intoxicated.  As  soon  as  he  hastlrank  a  gbiss.of  gin,  whid^ 
lie  receives  for  nothing,  he  instantly  begs  another,  for  which,  however,  ha 
must  pay }  then  a  second,  a  tliird,  and  so  on.  Still,  however,  be  has  had 
his  spirits  uoAduiterated;  biu  the  moment  he  begins  to  be  intoxicated,; 
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'I  understood  that  there  are  at  this  tiihe,  of  the  military, 
in  the  five  forts  of  Nichnei,  Verchnei,  Tigil,  Bolcheretsk, 
and  Saint  Peter  and  Saint  Paul,  about  four  hundred  Rus- 
sians and  Cossackst  and  near  the  same  number  at  Ingiga, 
which,  though  to  the  north  of  the  peninsula,  is,  I  learned, 
at  present  under  the  comitaander  of  Kamtschatka}  to  these 

may 

'instsad  of  pure  spirltfl,  thegr  |^ve  it  bim  mixed  with  watnr;  and  in  order 
that  the  dMeption  may  be  carried  on  with  the  more  security,  the  mer- 
chants have  the  vesseb,  destined  for  the  spirits,  called /Im^o,  divided  in- 
to two  parts ;  in  the  smaller  one  of  which  they  cafry  their  unmixed  spi- 
rits, and  in  the  other  the  mixed.  The  merchant  now  contmues  to  jdy  the 
Kamtschadale  with  the  weaker  liquor,  until  he  becomes  perfisctlv  sense- 
less, and  then  takes  possession  of  his  whole  stock  of  sables  and  oniir  dm, 
alleging,  that  they  are  to  pay  for  the  quantity  of  spirits  which  he  has 
drank.  Thus,  In  an  unfortunate  moment,  the  Kamtschadale  loses  tbt  re- 
ward ofmteaj  months  lahour  and  cost ;  and,  instead  of  providing  hinlsdf 
with  powder  and  shot,  and  other  necesmiy  and  indispensable  articles,  such. 
•8  would  Imve  contributed  to  his  own  and  his  family's  comfort,  he  has  ex- 
bsusted  all  his  wealth  for  one  debauch,  which  only  weakens  him,  and  ren- 
ders him  more  helpless  and  destitute  for  the  future.  This  wretchedness 
is  accompanied  by  a  depression  of  spirits,  which  must  have  a  pemfdous 
influence  on  his  liody,  aJteady  weakened  by  disease,  and  which,  at  length, 
from  the  total  want  of  substantial  food,  and  of  mediod  assistance,  becomes 
unable  to  resist  such  frequent  attacks  upon  it.  This  appfars  to  ma  the 
cause  of  their  annual  decrease,  assisted  by  epidemical  oisorderst  Which 
sweep  them  off  in  great  numbers."  But  another  cause  has  been  assijped 
in  addition  to  this  very  deplorable  one,  and  this  it  may  now  be  neceSsiy 
to  specify  a  Kttle  more  particuhurly.  Let  the  words  of  the  same  writer  |w 
taken  in  evidence,  and  we  may  sav  we  have  wry  little  reason  indflsd  » 
give  ourselves  any  concern  about  the  condition  of  the  people  in  thisdis. 
tant  settlement—**  The  prospect  of  any  increase  of  the  inhabitaats  ct 
Kamtschatka  was  ver^  much  diminished,  not  only  by  the  smallncas  of  the 
number  of  the  remaining  Russians  and  Kamtschadues,  but  by  that  of  the 
women  bearing  no  kind  of  proportion  to  the  men.  At  Saint  Peter  md 
Saint  Paul,  where  the  number  of  inhabitants,  including  the  militaiy, 
amounts  to  orie  hundred  and  fifty,  or  one  hundred  and  eighty  persons, 
there  are  not  five>and>twenty  females.  It  frequently  happens,  that  the 
company's  ships  and  transports  winter  here,  and  the  number  of  men  is 
often  increased  to  five  hundred ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  diav  of  the 
women  remains  always  the  same.  The  consequences  of  this  pernicious  dis- 

Jft>portion  are  unproductive  marriages,  and  a  total  decline  of  all  ssorals. 
do  not  remember  to  have  seen  man  than  five  or  six  children  gNEamt- 
schadca,  and  these  partly  belonged  to  the  officers,  and  partly  to  such  oi 
the  inhabitants  as  bad  distinguished  themselves  by  their  wtsMpiary  con- 
duct. All  the  marriages,  with  the  exception  of  three  or  four,  were  entire^ 
ly  unproductive."  It  is  almost  needless  to  remark,  that  if  the  suggestiopa 
whicfi  Krusenstem  has  given,  have  not  been  adopted  and  acted  on,  the  su- 
periority of  the  diminishing  agents  will  have  wrought  such  an  effect  since 
his  visit,  as  miy  render  it  problematical  whether  or  not  this  country  ought 
to  be  reckoned  amongst  the  inhabited  regions  of  the  earth.— E. 
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may  be  added  the  Russian  traders  and  emigrants,  whose 
numbers  are  not  very  considerable. 

The  Russian  government,  established  over  this  country, 
is  mild  and  equitable,  considered  as  a  military  one,  in  a 
very  high  degree.    The  natives  are  permitted  to  choose 
their  own  magistrates  from  among  themselves,  in  the  way, 
and  with  the  same  powers,  they  had  ever  been  used.    One 
of  these,  under  the  title  of  Toton,  presides  over  each  os- 
trog  \  is  the  referee  in  all  differences ;  imposes  fines,  and  in- 
flicts punishments  for  all  crimes  and  misdemeanours ;  re- 
ferring to  the  governor  of  Kamtschatka  such  only  as  he 
does  not  choose,  from  their  intricacy  or  heinousness,  to  de» 
cide  upon  himself.    The  Toion  has  likewise  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  civil  officer,  called  a  corporal,  who  assists  him  in 
the  execution  of  bis  office,  and  in  his  absence  acta  as  his 


deputy. 
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*  The  Tayon,  or  To3ron,  according  to  Krusenstem,  is  a  person  chosen 
from  amongst  the  inhabitants,  and  has  a  character  somewhat  similar  to  that 
of  starott,  or  elder,  in  the  Russian  villages.  He  has  an  officer  under  him, 
who  bears  the  tide  otjettaul,  the  corporal  of  the  tent,  who,  properly 

r  iking,  holds  the  executive  authority  of  the  ostrog,  as  the  tayon  seldom 
s  more  than  deliver  orders  to  him.  When  the  tayon  is  absent,  the  jes> 
saul  assumes  his  place,  and  is  sujpported  by  the  eldest  Kamtschadalc  in 
the  ostrog,  who,  for  the  time  bemg,  becomes  his  substitute  as  jessaul* 
The  power  of  the  tayon  is  said  to  be  considerable,  extending  to  the  inflic* 
tion  of  corporal  punishment,  not,  however,  exceeding  twenty  lashes ;  and 
his  duty,  in  addition  to  the  internal  administration  of  his  ostrog,  consists 
in  collecting  the  best  sables  as  a  tribute  to  the  government,  and  carryii^ 
them  to  town,  where  they  are  examined  by  certain  magistnttes,  appoint* 
ed  for  the  purpose,  and  afterwards  taxed  by  a  person  authorised  by  the 
crown.  Enough  has  been  already  shewn,  it  may  be  thought,  for  odling  in 
question  the  mildness,  or  at  least  the  g;ood  policy,  of  the  government  eatft" 
olished  here.  A  circumstance  is  mentioned  by  likrusenstem,  which  seems 
to  imply  something  very  difibrent,  though  lately  modified,  we  are  told,  and 
jDot  without  reason,  as,  to  use  his  own  words,  it  is  surprising  that  peoole 
oould  have  endured  it  for  a  single  hour.    It  may  be  explained  in  a  nw 
words.  The  capitation  tax,  which  is  common  throughout  the  Russian  em- 
pire, is  levied  accordmg  to  a  census,  or  revision,  which  is  generally  taken 
every  twenty  years.  Where  the  population  is  on  the  increase^  this  is  ma- 
nifestly an  advantage  to  the  subjects,  who  would  necessarily  have  more 
to  pay,  if  the  imposition  were  accurately  adjusted  to  the  annual  augmen- 
jtation  of  numbers.  But  the  operation  of  the  principle  becomes  peculiarly 
oppressive,  where,  on  the  contrary,  as  in  Kamtschatka,  the  population  has 
been  gradually  diminishing,  and,  during  some  years,  had  been  rapidly  re- 
duced.   Thus,  in  many  of  the  ostrogs,  we  are  told,  that  the  inhabitants 
had  declined  from  thirty  or  forty,  to  eight  or  ten ;  and  yet  the  tribute  con- 
tinued to  be  levied  on  the  remainder,  according  to  the  preceding  census! 
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By  an  edict  of  the  empreis,  no  crime  whatsoever  can  be 
punished  with  death.  But  we  were  informed,  that  in  cases 
pf  murder  (of  which  there  are  very  few),  the  punishment 
of  the  Jcoout  is  administered  with  such  severity,  that  the 
offender,  for  the  most  part,  dies  under  it. 

The  only  tribute  exacted  (which  can  be  considered  as 
little  more  than  an  acknowledgment  of  the  Russian  domi- 
nion over  them)  consists,  in  some  districts,  of  a  fox's  skin ; 
in  others,  of  a  sable's ;  and  in  the  Kurile  Isles,  of  a  sea- 
otter's  J  but  as  this  is  much  the  most  valuable,  one  skin 
serves  to  pay  the  tribute  of  several  persons.  The  Toions 
collect  the  tribute  in  their  respective  districts.  Besides 
the  mildness  of  their  government,  the  Russians  have  a 
claim  to  every  praise  for  the  pains  they  have  bestowed,  and 
which  have  been  attended  with  great  success,  in  convert- 
ing them  to  Christianity,  thejve  remaining  at  present  very 
few  idolaters  among  them.  If  we  may  judge  of  the  other 
missionaries,  from  the  hospitable  and  benevolent  pastor  of 
Paratounca  (who  is  a  native  on  the  mother's  side),  more 
suitable  persons  could  not  be  set  over  this  business.  It  is 
needless  to  add,  that  the  religion  taught  is  that  of  the  Greek 
church.'  Schools  are  likewise  established  in  many  of  the 
ostrogs,  where  the  children  of  both  the  natives  and  Cos- 
sacks are  gratuitouslv  instructed  in  the  Russia^  language. 

..»''.jj ,»!  r',;.,^  ;u  <',-rt'f»*  •  ine 

This  vns,  in  reality,  the  caput  mortuum  of  taxation,  and  perhaps  was 
never  equalled,  at  least  never  surpassed,  in  absurdity,  by  toe  wayi  and 
mean*  of  any  other  government  Had  this  system  contuiucd  for  any  length 
«f  time,  it  is  probable,  that  one  or  two  individuals  would  at  length  have 
had  the  tuprtime  felicity  of  being  in  reality  the  representatives  of  a  whole 
nation,  and  of  course  of  paying  for  the  extraordinary  honour.  This  re> 
minds  one  of  a  curious  enough  occurrence  said  to  have  happened  after  a 
battle  in  Germany,  in  whidi  a  regiment,  belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Tyrcon« 
nel,  had  been  engaged.  A  general  muster  having  taken  place,  his  Lord? 
Ship's  regiment  was  of  course  called  for,  when  a  soldier,  steppinc  from  the 
rtnks,  immediately  replied, "  I  am  Lord  Tyrconnel's  regimept ! '  In  fact, 
the  poor  fellow  was  the  only  responsible  survivor. — E. 

'  Krusenstem,  who,  as  we  have  seen,  is  far  from  sparing  the  laity  in 
the  distribution  of  his  censures,  makes  every  bit  as  free  with  the  clergy. 
"  The  priest  of  St  Peter  and  St  Paul,"  says  he,  "  was  a  scandal  to  his 
profession ;  in  the  interior,  they  are  said  to  be  no  better,  and  to  be  par< 
(icularly  obnoxious  to  the  Kamtschadales."  This  is  a  serious  evil,  no 
doubt,  but  it  may  reasonably  be  expected  to  cease  with  the  complaints  of 
the  parishioners,  as  it  is  very  unlikely  that  at  Kamtscbatka  as  elsewhere, 
there  should  be  found  any  shqiherds  without  flocks.  To  be  sure,  in  some 
other  countries,  where  this  occasionally  happens,  there  is  this  important 
difference^  that  the  pasture  at  least  ia  worth  looking  after !— £. 
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Krtg,  is  entirely  cOfifitied  to  fart,  and  carried  on  principally 
,  a  company  of  merchants,  institnted  by  the  empress.  Tins 
company  originally  consisted  of  twelve,  and  three  have  been 
ktely  added  to'  it.  They  are  indalged  with  certain  privi- 
leges, and  distinguished  by  wearing  a  golden  medal,  as  a 
mark  of  the  empress's  encouragement  and  protection  of  the 
fur-trade.  Besides  these,  there  are  many  inferior  traders 
(particularly  of  the  Cossacks)  scattered  through  the  coun- 
try. The  principal  merchants  for  the  ttnie  they  are  here, 
reside  at  Bolcheretsk,  or  the  Nichnei  ostrog,  in  which  two 
placsB  the  trade  almost  wholly  centers.  Formerly  this  com- 
mer.'e  was  altogether  carried  on  in  the  way  of  barter,  but 
of  late  years  every  article  is  bought  and  sold  for  ready  mo- 
ney only ;  and  we  were  surprised  at  the  quantity  of  specie 
in  circulation  in  so  poor  a  country.  The  furs  sell  at  a  high 
price,  and  the  situation  and  habits  of  life  of  the  natives  call 
for  few  articles  in  return.  Our  sailors  brought  a  great  num- 
ber of  furs  with  them  from  the  coast  of  America,  and  were 
itot  less  astonished  than  delighted  with  the  quantity  of  sil- 
ver the  merchants  paid  down  for  them ;  but  on  findmg  nei- 
ther gin->Shops  to  resofrt  to,  nor  tobacco,  nor  any  thing  else 
that  thfey  cared  for,  to  be  had  for  money,  the  roubles  soon 
became  troublesome  companions;  and  I  often  observed 
thete  kicking  about  the  neck.  The  merchant  I  have  al- 
ready had  occasion  to  mention,  gave  our  men  at  first  thirty 
roubles  for  a  seapotter's  skin,  and  for  others  in  proportion ; 
but  finding  that  they  had  considerable  quantities  to  dispose 
off  and  that  he  had  men  to  deal  with  who  did  not  know 
how  to  keep  up  the  market,  he  afterward  bought  them  for 
much  less. 

The  articles  of  importation  are  principally  European, 
but  not  confined  to  Russian  manufactures ;  many  are  Eng- 
lish and  Dutch ;  several  likewise  come  from  Siberia,  Bu- 
charia,  the  Calibucks,  and  China.  They  consist  of  coarse 
woollen  and  linfen  clothes,  yarn-stockings,  bonnets,  and 
gloves ;  thin  Persian  silks ;  cottons,  and  pieces  of  nankeen, 
silk  and  cotton  handkerchiefs;  brass  coppers  and  pans, 
iron'Stoves,  files,  guns,  powder,  and  shot ;  hardware,  such 
as  hatcheto,  bills,  knives,  scissars,  needles ;  looking-glasses, 
ilour,  sugar ;  tanned  hides,  boots,  &c.  We  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  a  great  many  of  these  articles  in  the  hands 
of  a  merchant,  who  came  in  the  empress's  galliot  from 
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Okotzk ;  and  I  ihall  only  oUerve  generally^  that  they  sold 
for  treble  the  price  they  might  have  been  purchased  for  in 
England.  Ana  thouffh  the  merchants  have  so  large  a  profit 
upon  these  imported  goods,  they  have  a  still  larger  upon 
toe  furs  at  Kiacbtaj  upon  the  frontiers  of  China,  which  is 
the  great  market  for  them.  Hie  best  sea-otter  skins  sell 

fenerally  in  Kamtschatka  for  about  thirty  roubles  a-piece. 
he  Chinese  merchant  at  Kiachta  purchases  them  at  more 
than  double  that  price,  and  sells  them  again  at  Pekin  at  a 
great  advance,  where  a  farther  profitable  trade  is  made 
with  some  of  them  to  Japan.  If,  therefore,  a  skin  is  worth 
thirty  roubles  in  Kamtschatka,  to  be  transported  first  to 
Okotzk,  thence  to  be  conveyed  by  land  to  Ikiachta,  a  dis- 
tance of  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixtv-four  miles ; 
and  thence  on  to  Pekin,  seven  hundred  and  sixty  miles 
snore ;  and  after  this  to  be  transported  to  Japan,  what  a 
prodigiously  advantageous  trade  might  be  carried  on  be- 
tween this  place  and  Japan,  which,  is  about  a  fortnight's,  or 
at  most  three  weeks,  sail  from  it  i 

All  furs  exported  from  hence  across  the  sea  of  Okotzk, 
pay  a  duty  oi  ten  per  cent.,  and  sables  a  duty  of  twelve. 
And  all  sorts  of  merchandise,  of  whatever  denomination, 
imported  from  Okotzk,  pay  half  a  rouble  for  every  pood.* 

The  duties  arising  from  the  exports  and  imporls,  of 
which  I  could  not  learn  the  amount,  are  paid  at  Okotzk ; 
but  the  tribute  is  collected  at  Bolcheretsk ;  and,  I  was  in- 
formed by  Major  Behm,  amounted  in  value  to  ten  thou- 
sand roubles  annually.  ;j 
There  were  six  vessels  (of  from  forty  to  fifty  tons  bur<. 
then)  employed  by  the  empress  between  Okotzk  and  Bol- 
cheretsk ;  five  of  which  are  appropriated  to  the  transport? 
ing  of  stores  and  provisions  from  Okotzk  to  Bolcheretsk ; 
except  that  once  in  Iwo  or  three  years,  some  of  them  go 
round  to  Awatska  and  the  Kamtschatka  river ;  the  sixth  is 
onlv  used  as  a  packet-boat,  and  always  kept  in  readiness, 
and  properly  equipped  for  conveying  dispatches.  Besides 
these,  there  are  about  fourteen  vessels  employed  by  the 
merchants  in  the  fur-trade,  amongst  the  islands  to  the  east- 
ward. One  of  these  we  found  frozen  up  in  the  harbour  of 
Saint  Peter  and  Saint  Paul,  which  was  to  sail  on  a  trading 
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yoyngt  to  OonAlathka,  ai  soonl  as  the  season  woufd  per- 
mit.'     • 

It  it  hfere  to  be  observed,  that  the  moi^t  eonsiderable 
and  valuable  part  of  the  fur'>trade  is  carried  on  wrth  the 
islands  that  lie  between  Kamtschalka  and  America.  These 
were  ifrrit  discovered  by  Beering,  in  1741 ,  and  beini;  found 
to  abound  with  sea-otters,  the  Russian  nierchHnts  became 
exceedingly  eager  in  searching  for  the  other  islands  seeh 
hy  that  navigator,  to  the  S.B.  of  KamUchatka,  called  in 
Mailer's  map  the  islands  of  Seduction,  St  Abraham,  8cc.  In 
these  expeditions  they  fell  in  with  three  groups  of  islands ; 
the  6rst  abotit  fifteen  degrees  to  the  east  of  Kamtschatka, 
in  53° N.  latitude;  the  second  about  twelve  decrees  to  tha 
eastward  of  the  former ;  and  the  third,  OonaTashka,  dnd 
the  islands  in  its  neighbourhood.  These  trading  advent 
turers  advanced  also  as  far  east  as  Shamagin's  Islands  (so 
called  by  Beering),  the  largest  of  which  is  named  Kodiak« 
But  here,  as  weir  as  on  the  continent  at  Alashka,  they  met 
with  so  warm  a  receptidn  in  their  attempts  to  compel  the 
payment  of  a  tribute,  that  they  never  afterward  ventured 
so  far.  '  However  they  conquered,  and  made  tributary  the 
three  groups  before  mentioned. 

*    i  VOL.  XVII.       ■<i'j''-'    'fimiiihi-     .»'Otj     ■    f  «<     ^il    iyi    ).i<j'»«»mr  >.>      'JO 
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'  This  description,  little  as  it  may  excite  any  hfgfa  onrnion  of  the  pro* 
speritgroftbe  place,  is  nevertheless  nearly  a  contrast  to  that  which  Kru« 
senstern  lias  ^ven.  "  The  first  prospect  of  St  Peter  and  St  Paul  migbt 
rahe  in  the  mind  of  a  person  newly  arrived,  and  ignorant  of  the  history  of 
this  Russian  establishment,  the  idea  of  its'  being  a  colony  founded  a  few 
years' before,  tut  recently  abandoned.  Nothing  it  visible  here  that  could 
at  all  persuade  any  one  (^iis  bein^.inbabited  by  civilised  people;  not  only 
Awatska  Bay,  but  the  three  adjoimng  ones,  are  entirely  forlorn  and  unin- 
habited ;  nor  is  the  bouitiful  harbour  of  St  Peter  and  St  Paul  enlivened 
by  a  single  boat.  Instotd  of  this,  the  shores  are  strewed  with  stirikine 
fisb,  among  which  a  number  of  half- starved  do^  are  seen  wallowing,  and 
contending  for  possession.  Two  baidars  belonging  to  the  port,  and  hauled 
on  shore  at  a  low  sandy  point  of  land,  would  be  an  additional  proof  of  the 
infancy  of  this  colony ;  if,  at  the  same  time,  you  did  not  perceive  the 
wreck  of  a  three-masteid  ship,  bearing  evident  marks  of  having  been  in  its 
present  condition  for  some  years.  This  is  the  Slawa  Rossi,  the  ship  which 
Captain  Billing  commanded,  but  which,  after  the  completion  of  his  voy- 
a|g;e,  foundered  in  the  harbour  from  want  of  care.  The  appearance  imme> 
diately  brings  to  mind  the  celebrated  Behring,  who,  seventy  years  before, 
commencedhis  voyage  of  discovery  from  this  poft ;  but  not  only  the  two 
baidars,  but  the  sinking  of  the  ship  itself,  are  too  clear  a  proof  that  the 
nautical  concerns  of  this  colony  are  still  in  a  state  of  infancy."  Krusen- 
stern's  descriptions,  we  see,  come  after  King's,  somewhat  in  the  manner 
of  Holbein's  Dance  of  Death,  after  witatever  was  promising  or  agreeable  F 
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In  the  RuMJan  charts,  the  whole  tea  between  if^aml- 
gchatka  and  America  is  covered  with  islands';  for  the. ad- 
venturers in  these  expeditions  frequently  falling;  in  with 
land,  which  they  imagined  did  not  agree  with  the  silmataoa 
of  others  laid  down  by  preceding  voyagers,  immediately 
concluded  it  must  be  a  new  discovery^  and  reported  it  as 
such  on  their  return ;  and,  since  the  vesseb  em^ilojed  in 
these  expeditions  were  usually  ouA  three  or  four  ycarsi  and 
oftentimes  longer,  theie  mistakes  were  not  in  the  way  of 
being  toon  rectified,  it  is,  however,  now  pretty  ceriaib, 
that  the  islands  already  enumerated  are  all  that  hav  j  yet 
been  discovered  by  the  Russians  in  that  sea,  to  the  south- 
ward of  60*  of  latitude. 

It  is  from  these  islands  tbatwUie  sea-otter  skins,  the  most 
valuable  article  of  the  fur-irade,are  for  the  roost  part  drawn; 
and  as  they  are  brought  completely  under  the  Russian  do- 
minion, the  merchants  have  settlements  upon  them,  whtre 
their  factors  reside,  for  the  purpose  of  bartering  with  the 
natives.     It  was  with  a  view  to  the  farther  increase  and 
extension  of  this  trade,  that  the  admiralty  of  Okotzk  fitted 
out  an  expedition  for  the  purpose  of  making  discoveries  to 
the  N.  and  N.E.  of  the  islands  above-mentioned,  and  gave 
the  command  of  it,  as  I  have  already  observed,  to  iaeu- 
tenant  Synd.    This  gentleman,  having  directed  bis  course 
too  far  to  the  northward,  failed  in  the  obiect  of  hi*  voy- 
age ;  for  as  we  never  saw  the  sea-otter  to  the  northward  of 
Bristol  Bay,  it  seems  probable,  that  they  shnn  thb$|6  la- 
titudes where  the  larger  kind  of  amphibious  8ea*aqimal« 
abound.    This  was  the  last  expedition  undertaken  by  the 
Russians  for  prosecuting  discoveries  to  the  eastward:;  but 
they  will  undoubtedly  make  a  proper  use  of  the  advantages 
we  have  opened  to  them,  by  the  discovery  of  Cook's  River.* 

.   iv.      Notwithstanding 

*  In  Mr  Coxe's  votk^  we  have  accounts  of  three  voyages  subsequent  to 
Synd's,  viz.  those  of  Sh^ekof,  of  Ismaclof  and  Betaharoil^  and  of  Bilh'ngs, 
aU  of  which  wereperformed  betwixt  1778  and  1793.  The  second  of  these, 
according  to  Mr  Coxe's  opinion,  is  by  far  the  most  interesting  of  any  yet 
made  by  the  Russians.  The  last,  which  was  of  very  lon^  continuance,  and 
occasioned  an  enormous  expence  to  the  government,  did  not  fully  answer 
the  expectations  entertained  of  it.  The  commander,  an  Englishman,  is 
not  spoken  highly  of  by  Knisenstern,  who  tells  us,  indeed,  that,  among 
the  Bkussian  naval  officers,  there  were  many  who  would  have  conducted 
the  expedition  much  more  creditably  than  he  did.  This  may,  no  doubt, 
be  very  true.  But  how  comes  it,  that  they  were  not  known  in  time  to  be 
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Notwithatanding  the  general  intercourie  that  for  the  last 
forty  yean  hath  taken  phu:e  between  the  native*,  the  Rat« 
liani,  and  Couackf,  the  former  are  not  more  distinguished 
from  the  latter  by  their  features  and  general  figure,  than 
by  their  habits  and  cask  of  mind.  Ot  the  persons  of  the 
natives,  a  description  hath  been  already  Kiven,  and  I  shall 
only  add,  that  their  stature  is  much  belovr  the  commoil 
size.  This  Major  Behni  attributes,  in  a  grepit  measure,  to 
their  marrying  so  early ;  both  sexes  generally  entering  into 
the  conjugal  state  at  the  age  of  thirteen  or  fourteen.  Their 
industry  is  abundantly  conspicuouSji  without  being  contrast- 
ed with  the  laziness  of  their  Hussian  and  Cossack  intpatet. 
who  are  fond  of  intermarrying  with  theu,  and,  as  it  should 
seem,  for  no  other  reason,  but  that  they  may  be  supported 
in  sloth  and  inactivity.  To  this  want  of  bodily  exertion 
may  be  attributed  those  dreadful  scorbutic  complaints, 
whi,ch  none  of  them  escape ;  whilst  the  natives,  by  con- 
stant exercise  and  toil  ip  the  open  air,  are  entirely  iree 
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cmployod  i  Or,iuliiutting  that  thm  were  known  fof  sa^iori^  of  talents, 
but  that  soaie  teasong,  •  iadepqioant  of  any  oonsklerttion  or  rsmective 
quslificttions,  tdcaded  against  their  being  employed,  who  was  to  bfame,  it 
may  he  aaked,  in  selecting  an  incompetent,  or  at  least  an  inferior  person, 
for  the  command  of  jM  important  an  undertaking  i  Captain  Krusenitem 
nay  be  a  very  dbie  aSotf ;  indeed,  no  one  can  read  bis  v.oric  without  en- 
tertaining a  Ugh  opinion  of  his  moial  and  profeasioHal  character.  It  is 
shwwdly  to  he  svbpected,  however,  tlwt  he  ^s  somewhat  deficient  in  that 
prophetic  eye  of  wise  policy,  which  at  one  gkuice  can  ascertain  the  eflfecta 
and  Qonaequeacas  of  on^s  ovm  assertions  and  reasonings.  It  is  not  thought 
advisable  to  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  the  subject  now  adverted  to 
Iqt  Csptaia  Kisf^  as  a  fitter  opportunity  will  in  all  probability  present  it- 
self for  (the  necessary  discussion.— E. 

,.,^  Captaia  Krusenstcm,  as  nuy  have  been  already  perceived,  thinks 
very  biguy  of  the  jEamtschadale  cttaracter.  In  his  judgment,  the  only 
objection  to  it  applies  to  that  superinduced  propensity  in  which  the  ava- 
lirious  merchant  lias  so  often  found  his  account,  though  to  the  ruin  of 
the  unthinking  individuals  subjected  to  his  temptations.  Their  honesty  is 
greatly  eatoUeid ;  and  ■  cheat  is  as  rare  among  the  Kamtschadales  as  a 
man  of  piopertj.  So  great  is  the  confidence  placed  in  them  in  this  re- 
spect, tnat  it  IS  quite  i  >ual,  we  are  told,  for  travellers,  on  arriving  at  ui 
OStrog,  to  give  their  whole  effects,  even  their  stock  of  brandy^  Ac  into  the 
bai)dB  of  the  tayon,  and  there  is  no  instance  of  any  one  haying  been  rob- 
bed to  the  smallest  extent.  *'  Lieutenant  Koscheleff,"  says  K.,  "  with 
his  accustomed  simplicity,  told  me  that  he  had  once  been  sent  by  his  bro- 
ther, the  governor,  with  thirteen  thousand  roubles  to  distribute  among  the 
different  towns ;  that  every  evening  he  made  over  his  box  with  the  money 
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to  the  tayon  of  the  ostroff  where  he  tlept,  snd  feh  much  etiier,  having  so 
dispoacd  of  it,  than  he  would  ptrhapi  huvt  dons  in  imy  inn  in  St  Pettri^ 
burnh."  No  doubt,  the  superior  purity  of  the  country  air  would  occasion 
iomt  iliffrrence  in  his  feelings  I   The  hospitality  or  the  Kamtichadalet 
Ibrms  another  topic  of  euloglom.    With  such  moral  virtues,  then,  in  a!li< 
ance  with  great  industry,  and  coniiderable  intelligence,  it  is  not  to  be  won* 
dcred,  that  KruMnstern  should  speak  of  the  probable  extinction  of  thie 
race  at  a  most  alarming  calamity.    But  we  have  seen  that  hitherto  little 
care  has  been  manifested  to  prevent  its  occurrence.  The  very  subject  we 
arc  now  on  presents  us  with  another  sample  of  the  gross  impolicy,  not  to 
■peak  of  inhumanity  or  injuitice,  that  has  oeen  shewn  towards  these  most 
valuable  people.  The  following  passage  from  Krusenstern  may  be  allowed 
to  warrant  the  most  severe  opink>n  we  can  possibly  form  ot  any  govern- 
ment, that  could  reauire  such  services  flrom  Us  lUntt.  **  The  necessity  of 
the  Kamtschadales  in  Kamtschatka  is  sufficiently  proved,  by  their  being 
every  where  the  guMes  through  the  country,  and  oy  their  conveying  the 
mail,  which  they  do  likewise,  free  of  expence.    In  the  winter,  they  are 
obliged  to  conduct  travellers  and  estafettes  from  one  ostrog  to  another; 
they  supply  the  dogs  of  those  who  travel  with  jukulla ;  they  also  lodge  the 
travellers ;  this,  however,  they  are  not  obliged  to  do.    This  hospitable 
people  has,  of  its  own  accord,  engaged  to  Hxlge  every  traveller,  and  to 
feeu  his  dogs,  without  demandinc  any  remuneration.    In  every  ostrog 
there  is  •supply  of  fish  set  apart  for  this  purpose.  In  general,  tHe  gover* 
nor  and  all  officers  keep  dogs,  so  tkat  in  this  respect  they  are  not  burthen- 
some  to  the  Kamtsehadales ;  but  •  stoi^  is  told  of  a  magistrate  high  ki 
office,  having  been  here  a  short  time  since,  who  never  travelled  but  in  a 
sledge  like  a  small  bouse,  drawn  by  an  hundred  dogs.   Besides  this,  he  i» 
■aid  to  have  ioumeyed  with  such  rapidity,  that  at  every  station  several  of 
these  aaimals  bek)nging  to  the  Karrjtscnadales  expired,  which  hs  never 
paid  for.  In  the  summer,  the  Kamtschadale  is  obliged  to  be  always  ready 
with  his  boat  to  conduct  the  traveller  either  up  or  down  the  rivers ;  nor 
can  the  soldier  be  sent  any  where  without  having  one  of  these  people  for 
his  guide.   Thus  it  frequently  happens  that  they  are  absent  a  fortnight  or 
more  from  their  ostrog,  and  lose  tne  best  opportunity  of  providing  them- 
selves with  iiih  for  the  winter,  as,  besides  tne  mere  act  of  takinc  the  fish, 
it  reauires  several  days  of  fine  summer  weather  to  dry  them.    If  the  wet 
should  set  in,  during  this  operation,  the  fish  instantly  becomes  magotty, 
and  the  whole  stock  is  rendered  useless.   From  the  great  numbers  of  sol- 
diers, (as,  besides  the  cossacks,  there  is  a  batulion  of  five  hundred  men, 
and  about  twenty  officers,  quartered  in  Kamtschatka),  and  the  small  num- 
ber of  Kamtschadales,  it  must  be  sufficiently  evident,  that  tiie  latter  are 
finequently  taken  from  their  work,  and,  it  may  be  added,  almost  without 
remuneration ;  for  the  post- money  allowed  by  the  crown,  which  amounts 
to  one  kopeck  the  werst,  considering  the  high  price  of  every  article,  is, 
surely,  not  only  an  inconsiderable,  but  an  insultiug  reward  for  the  service 
performed."  Thus  far  K.  To  some  readers,  it  may  be  necessary  to  men- 
tion, in  order  to  their  due  understanding  of  this  reward,  that  100  kopecks 
make  a  rouble,  the  value  of  which  varies  according  to  the  rate  of  ex- 
change 
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tiin«  the  Rusiians  became  first  acquainted  with  (his  coan- 
try«  to  XraacheDinnikofF,  i  shall  proceed  to  a  description  of. 
tbeir  habitations  and  dress. 

f-  The  houses  (if  thev  may  be  allowed  that  name)  are  of 
three  distinct  sorts,  jourti,  bahgant,  and  loghoiue$,  called 
here  i$baM.  The  first  are  their  w  utter,  the  second  their 
summer  habitations ;  the  third  are  altogether  of  Russian 
introduction,  and  inhabited  only  by  the  belter  and  weaU> 
thier  sort.  ' 

The  jourtt,  or  winter-habitations,  are  constructed  in  the 
following  manner :  An  oblong  square,  of  dimensions  pro-: 
portioned  to  the  number  of  persons  for  whom  it  is  intendedyi 
(for  it  is  proper  to  observe,  that  several  fnmiliei  live  togtJ.' 
ther  in  the  same  I'our/,)  is  dug  in  the  earth  to  the  depth  of 
about  six  feet.  Within  this  space  strong  posts,  or  wooden 
pillars,  are  fastened  in  llie  ground,  at  proper  distances  from 
each  other,  on  which  are  extended  the  beams  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  rool^  which  is  formed  by  joists,  resting  on  tlie 
f  round  with  one  end^  nod  on  the  beams  with  the  other, 
hf  intentioes  between  the  joists  are  filled  up  with  a  strong 
wicker-work,  and  the  whole  covered  wilh>  turf  (•so  that  a 
jourt  has  externally  the  appearance  of  a  round  squat  hil- 
lock. A  hole  IS  left  in  the  centre,  which  eerves  for  chim- 
ney, window,  and  entrance,  and  the  inhabitants  pass  in  and 
out  by  weans  of  a  strong  pole  (instead  of  a  ladder;,  notched 
just  defipienough  to  atibrd  a  little  holding  to  the  toe.  There 
is  likewise  another  entrance  in  the  side,  even  with  the 
ground, tfor  the  convenience  of  the  women  ;  but  if  a  man 
makes  use  of  it,  he  subjects  himself  to  the  saute  <lisgrace 
and  derision  as  a  sailor  would  who  descends  through  lub- 
bers hole.  The ^'ourf  consists  of  one  apartment,  of  the  form 
of  an  oblong  square.  Along  the  sides  are  extended  broad 
platforms  made  of  boands,  and  raised  about  six  inches  from 
the  ground,  which  they  use  as  seats,  and  on  which  they  go 
to  rest,  after  strewing  them  with  mats  and  skins.  On  one 
side  is  the  Are-place,  and  the  side  opposite  is  entirely  set 
apart  for  the  stowage  of  provisions  and  kitchen-utensils. 
At  their  feasts,  and  ceremonious  entertainments,  the  hotter 
thejoiirff  are  ina4e  for  the  reception  of  the  guests,  the 
■)<>  afftrtr  .tfl-'jiTtlitujij  ihwi  111  ^ v.o;)ftf'fr  tt^Wife  df         greater 

change  from  Ss.  6d.  to  48.  3d.  British,  having  been  so  low  as  the  former 
rate  in  the  year  180S,  and  that  three  wersts  are  about  equal  to  two  Eng- 
lish miles,  so  that  we  may  fairly  enough  estimate  -this  insult,  as  K.  ex- 
presses it,  at  one  balApenny  per  mile !— £. 
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greater  the  compltnient;  We  found  them  at  all  tittles  80 
hot,  as  to  make  atijr  length  6f  sttiy  in  them  to  os  intoler- 
able. They  betake  themselves  to  thej'our/s  theiniddle  of 
October ;  and,  for  the  most  pfart,  continue  in  them  till  the 
middle  of  Maj. 

The  balagam  are  raised  upon  nine  posts^  fixed  into  the 
earth  in  three  rows,  at  equal  distances  from  one  another, 
and  about  thirteen  feet  high  from  the  surface.  At  the 
height  of  between  nine  and  ten  feet,  rafters  are  passed  freim 
post  to  post,  and  firmly  secured  by  strong  ropes.  On  these 
rafters  are  laid  the  joists,  and.  the  whole  being  covered  with 
turf,  constitutes  the  platform  or  floor  of  the  balagan.  On 
this  is  raised  a  roof  of  a  conical  figure>  by  means  of  tall 
poles,  fastened  down  to  the  rafters  at  one  end,  aiid  meeting 
together  in  a  point  at  the  top,  and  thatched  over'Wittt 
strong  coarse  grass.  The  ^Agans  have  two  doors  placed 
opposite  each  other,  atid  they  ascend  to  them  by  the  sam^t 
sort  of  ladders  they  use  in  the  jourtn^  The  lower  part  is  tef^ 
entirely  open  ;  and  within  it  they  dry  their  fish>  roots/ ve* 
getablcs,  and  other  articles  of  winter  consumption.  Th6 
proportion  of  jourte  and  baiagam,  is  as  one  to  six }  do  thai 
six  families  generally  live  together  in  one  jourt* 

The  logbouses  {isba$)  are  raised  with  k>ng  tSoibers  piled 
horizohtaily,  the  ends  being  let  into  one  another,  ttnd  th4i 
seams  caulked  with  moss.  The  roof  is  sloping  lik«  tbit  of 
onr  common  cottage-chouses,  and  thatched  with  eoatae  graii 
or.  rushes. ;  The  inside  tonsists  of  three  apartments.  At 
one  end!  is  what  may  be  called  the  entry,  which  nins  the 
.  whole  vlridth  and  hecght  of  the  house,  and  is  the  reeeptaeld 
of  their  sledges,  hamesS)  and  other  more  hvAkj  gears  and 
household  stuff.  This  communicates  with  the  middle  and 
best  aplirtment,  furnished  with  broad  benches,  for  the  pur-< 
pose,  as  haith  been  above-mentioned,  of  both  eatitig  knd 
sleeping  upon.  Ontof  this  is  a  door  into  the  kitchen;  one 
half  of  which  is  taken  up  by  the  ov^n  or  fire-place,  so  con- 
trived, by  being  let  into  the  wall  that  separates  the  kitchen 
and  the  middle!  apartment,  as  to  warm  both  at  the  satttft 
time.  Over  the  inidd|e  apartment  and  kitchen  are  two 
lofts,  to  which  they  ascepd  by  a  ladder  plaeed  ill  the  entry. 
There  are  two  small  windows  in  each  apartment,  made  of 
talc,  and  in  the  houses  of  the  poorer  sort  of  fish-skin.  The 
beams  and  boards  of  the  cieling  are  dubbed  smooth  with  a 
hatchet  (for  they  ar'~.  unacauaioted  iritH  itk  plane),  and 
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from  the  efTectB  of  the  smoke  are  as  black  and  shining  as 

jet* 

A  town  of  Kamtschatka  is  called  an  oitrogt  and  consists 

of  several  of  the  three  sorts  of  houses  above  described  ;  but 

of  which  hakteamBxt  much  the  most  numerous;  and  I  mast 

obser*ie>  that  I  never  met  with  a  house  of  any  kind  detached 

froMf  ai  attrog*    Saint  Peter  and  Saint  Paul  consists  of  se- 

tenr  liQ^houses,  or  Ubatf  nineteen  bahgans,  and  three  jourts. 

Faraiouttca  iir  of  about  the  same  size.   Karatchin  and  Nat- 

^heekiti  coniahi'fifewer  Idehoases,  but  full  as  many j'otirff  and 

(oAtgani  as  the  fbrtner ;  from  whence  I  conclude,  that  such 

isilhe  ttsuial  size  ^f'the  os/rog«,**  •    '  y  *^^:^ 

■•■'''■'"■'  ■•'•^'■*'' V^-^V.''*  "^"1  '  Havinik 

yiuJ:i:<»i«y,Et,  *i^ti'..-'U!«/.,^*it|(itt.t>-aJ,<i;i  ,v  ^f;;rj-»ut.M'iu\t-'.i-    '«'''*T 

'  <^  KhibetiBtem'8  description  of  the  Irouses  and  their  icontents  is  exactly 
in  proportion  to  the  other  parts  of  his  very  unfavoumUe  report  Even  oif 
two  of  them,  which  he  says  are  the  very  ornament  of  Kamtscfaatka*  the 
furniture  it  represented  as  most  wretchedly  deficient.    *'  That  of  the 
anti-rootn  consisted  merely  of  a  wooden  stool,  a  tid>le,  and  two  or  three 
bnriten  chairw    Tliere  was  neither  earthen-ware  ndr  porcehun  table-ser- 
vkt  t  nd  f  laissea,  decanters,  nor  any  thing  ehc  of  a  similar  naiture ;  tw6 
or  three  (jea^qMp^  one  glass,  a  few  broken  knivei  and  (iviks*  and  some 
pewter  spoops.  Constituted  the  wealtii  of  the  good  people  (two  artillery 
officers)' wt^d.  were  both  married.  But  what  most  of  all  dRstrMsed  me,  was 
the  condition  -of  their  windows ;  they  had  not  double  sadies,  which,  in  a 
0}ld  ciimate^i  aie  as  necessary  to  health  as  to  cotnfort;  but  such  etren  as 
th^y  l^y  i\fr^9  in  a  vary  wretched  condition.    The  panes  were  of  gla8% 
^ut  notwithstanding  their  extreme  anallness,  they  were  all  of  them  bro* 
kaa»  ahd  obide  of  pieces  fitted  together.    They  aflbrded  no  protection 
:i^inst  the  snow  and  frost ;  and  I  could  not,  without  feelings  of  commi< 
aeration,  behold  the  children,  who*  in  no  purt  of  the  world»  are  brought 
op  so  wretchedly  as  here."  If  such  were  the  condition  of  the  best  bouses, 
«e  shdl  have  little  reason,  for  the  sake  of  any  pl^uure,  at  least,  to  make 
any  enquinr  as  to  those  of  an  ipferior  kind,  belopging  to  the  other  inha- 
bitants,   tt  is  perhaps  enough  then  td  say  in  general  terms,  that  they  are 
all  iilbunv  that  they  are  so  low,  as  to  be  entirely  covered  up  with  snow 
during!  the  winter,  and  that  in  consequence  of  this  circumstance,  they  are 
throughout  that  period  completely  deprived  of  the  fresh  air,  to  which 
want»  and  to  the  badness  oi  their  provisions,  it  is  unquestionably  with 
perfect  trath  that  K.  ascribes  the  pallid  hue  of  all  the  inhabitants,  even, 
M  he  adds,  c '  the  youngest  females'.    The  construction  of  a  house  at  St 
Peter  and  St  ]Nul,  we  are  further  told,  is  very  expensive,  as  there  is  no 
BkiitaMe  tiniber'  iri  the  neidibotiiltbod  of  the  town,  and  the  pe^^Ie  are  con- 
Bl^uently  hfceessjtated  to  oriog  it  from  the  ulterior.    It  is  in  this  manner 
ttiat  thirty  or  forty  soMiers  are  eniployed,  when  any  public  building  is  to 
be  erediM.,  Thev  are  sent  out  under  the  command  of  an  oiBoer,  rad  for 
severtd  HifeAa,  during  which  time,  And  at  imminent  risk,  they  fell  the  tint- 
ber,  aiid  flbat  it  down  the  rivers.    Thus  says  K.,  "  the  whole  garrison  of 
Kamtsibteitka  had  been  occupied  during  two  years  in  building  some  bar- 
Jttcks  for  ten  or  twelve  men,  nor  were  they  even  then  completed ;  and  the 
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.[  Having  already  had  pccasioa^q  i^eMtion  thd  drefl^iof  ihe 
Kamtschadaie  women,  1  shall  here  confine  myself  to  a  der 
scripUon  of  that  of  the  men.    ;      i  ,         i      ! 

The  putermusi  garment  is  of  th?  shape  pf  a  carjter'^/rock* 
T^ose  iivorn  in  summer  are  of  nani^eieu  ;  in  winter  Ah^y  are 
made  of  skins,  most .  commonly  qf  the  deei;  or  4ogt  Upoed 
jon  one  side,  the  hair  being  left  on  the  other,. which  m  WQm 
innermost.  Under;  this  is  a  close  jacket  /ojC  mn\ie«iiy^os 
jother  cotton  stuiTs  ;iand,bencath  that  ashirtrpfit^iq  Persian 
silk,  of  a  blue,  red^  or  3'ellow  colour^  .'ri^fii(§tHi.«aQing  part 
o^  ^heir  dress  consists  of  a  pair  of  tigl^lijtrayi^eirs,  orlpng 
breeches,  of  leather,  reaching  down  to  the  calf  ofttbevleg } 
jof:a  pair  of  dog  or  deer-skin  boots,  with  the  hair  inner- 
most; and  of  a  fur-cap,  with  two  flaps,  which  are  generally 
.tied  up  close  to/the  head,  but  in , bad  weather  aietlelia  foil 
round  the  shoalders.  t    .11.     1 

The  lur-dress  jpresented  Vo  me  by  a  son  of  Majblf^  Behfti 
(as  ali^aay  mentioned),  is  oii^  of  those  worn  by  ihje.Tqiohs, 
on  qeipemoniQus  pccasions.  1^116  form  exactly  iiesembles 
that  of  the. common  exterior  garment  just  descrtbedi  It  is 
made  of  smkli  triangular  pieces  of  fw,  chequ^i'ed  brown 
and  white,  and  joined  so  neatly  ai  to  appear.'io  be  one 
9kin.  A  border  of  six  inches  brea4th,  wrought,  with  threads 
of  different  coloured  leather,  and  producing  a  rich  effect^ 
surrounds -the-bottom,  to  which  is  suspended  a  broad  edging 
of  the  siea-ott^lr' skin.  The  sleeves  are  turned'  P4>'^ith  the 
same  i^a(e)^ial.s  i  abd  there  i^  lijkewise  aii, edging  !c^jit;H>iind 
the  neck,  and  doiK(n  the  opening  at  the  breasts  The  lining 
is  of  a  smooth  white  skin*  A  cap,'  a  pai^  of  glbres,  and 
boots,  wrought'  with  the  utmost  degree  of  neathess,  and 
made  of  |he  saqie  mateiriaIs,co^stitulie  the  reipMnder  of 
this  ^uij;.  Xh^^u/s^ians  in  JKamtsphatka  yvear  the  European 

cIiurcb,.ob  wnich  they  {iad  been  sevietal  jiears  employed,  was  in  the  sams 
predi(^nient  I"  It  is,  no  doubt,  a  very^^iiral  coosequ^ccpf  luch  slow 
procedure,  that, before  a  building  is  quite  j^nisHed,  wmf  fuu-tjof  it  falls  U* 
pieces.  Some  persons  have  suggesteq  t^e  i^e  of  bricks  in,  pl^fi^  of  timber, 
And  it  seems  .preity  obvioi^s,  from  If.'s  appojunt,  that  this  is^ite;  practi> 
cable  It  nia\r  yiM  be  doubted,  howfeyeri.if  either  the  mjuqicfss  <ir  the 
indolence  of  jtne  people' will  yield  to  the  innovation ;  and  piuch'more,  in« 
deed,  may  itb^  doubted,  if  the  people  inYpct  will  ever  require  n^ore  bquses 
thnn  those'  wbich  already  exist.  If  ^hey  should,  notwithstajiudiqg  .such 
weighty  evid^t^ce  as  lias  been  adduced  to  the  contrary,  the  advice  wijicb 
K.  has  giv^  Qi)  the  subject,  would  deserve  the  serious  con8iileisti0n  oT 
the  goyemment.— E. 
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4fefi;  ftnd  thi^.MDiforro  0f  Uie  troops  quartered  here,  is  of 
ad»rk-green,  faq^d  with  red.  ' 

,:4ii  the  people,  situated  to  the  north  and  south  of  thi* 
cpuntry  are  yet,iinperfeotly  known,  I  shall  conclude:  the 
account  of  Kamtschatkavfith  such  information  concerning 
thf;  Kurile  Islands,  and  thetKcM'eki  and  Tschutski,  as  i.h»Y« 
been  able  to  acquire.       it  ,  >  »(  .,ri  xii^fiw 

The  chain  of  islands,  runnine  in  a  S.W.  direction  from 
the  southern  promontory  of  iGmtschatka  to  Japan,  eic- 
tending  froilti  latitude  51°  to  45%  are  called  the  Kuril?Sk' 
They  obtainedithis  name  from  the  inhabitants  of  thetieiffh- 
bqurhood  of  .Lopatka,  who  being  themselves  called  Kurites, 
gfi,^i^  their,  owpi  n^^nie  to  these  islands,  on  first  bieooming 
apqiiainted  with;  ihem.    They  are,  according  to  Spabberg, 
twenty-two  in  number,  without  reckoning  the  vei^'  smiul 
ones.    The  northernmost,  called  Shoomska,  is  not  mbre 
tl^an  three  l^agvies  from  the  Promontory  Lopatka,  and  its 
inhabitants  Af^.,a^mixtpre  of  natives  and  Kamtschadales. 
Tpe  next  to  the.spujth,  cajkd  Paramousir,  is  much  larger 
ir){^nShoomsl|(9,fH;kd, inhabited  by  the  true  natives;  their 
^opi^storf,  app^rc^ing  to  a  tradition  among  them,  having 
cjpinp  from  an,  island  a  little  farther  to  the  south,  called 
pnecutan.  T|^)ese  jtwo  islands  were  first  visited  by  the  Rus- 
sians, in  171,3,  and  at  the  same  time  brought  under  their 
dominion.    Thei;Others,  in  order,  arc  at  present  made  tri- 
tiUt^ry,  down  toOoshesheer  inclusive,  as  I  am  informed  by 
the  worthy  pastor  of  Paratounca,  who  is  their  missionary, 
and  visits  them  once  in  three  years,  and  speaks  of  the 
islanders  in  terms  of  the  highest  commendation,  represent- 
in]^,  them  as  si.  friendly,  hospitable,  generous,  humane  race 
of, people,  an^  excelhng  their  Kamtschadale  neighbours, 
not  less  in  the  formation  of  their  bodies,  than  in  docility 
ai^d  quickness  of  understanding.    Though  Ooshesheer  is 
the  southernmost  island  that  the  Russians  iiave  yet  brought 
tinder  their  dqminion,  yet  I  understand  that  they  trade  to 
Ooroop,  which  is  the  eighteenth  ;  and,  according  to'their 
accounts^  the  bc^yoce  where  there  is  a  good  harbour  for 
ships  of  burthen.  Beyond  this,  to  the  south,  lies  Nadeegsda, 
which  was  represented  to  us  by  the  Russians  as  inhabited 
hy  a  race  of,  men  remarkably  hairy,  and  who,  like  those  pf 
Ooroop,  live  in  a  state  of  entire  independence.",   .  ■ : 
•'  la 

*'  Spatiber^  pTAoeS  the  island  here  spoken  of  in  43°  50'  N.  latitude,  and 
luentioQs  his  having  watered  upon  it }  and  that  this  watering>party  brought 
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In  the  same  direction,  l/ut  inclining  Mmething  mciir^  to 
the  westward,  lies  a  ^roup  of  islands,  which  the  Japanese 
calUbso ;  a  name  which  they  also  give  to  the  whole  chain 
of  islands  between  Kamtschatkaand  Japa!n  The  sonthem-' 
most,  called  Matmai,  halh  been  long  subject  to  the  Japan- 
ese, uAd  is  fortified  and  garrisoned  on  tm  side  toward  the 
continent.  The  two  islands  to  the  norlh'-eaiit  of  Matttijti, 
Kunaohir,  and  Zellany,  and  likewise  the  three  still  fat'ther 
to  lAiei  north-east,  4}ailed  the  Three  SisteM,  are  jperfectlV  in- 
dependent. •>  -u'.  ,"c!'  o'   ■[(,  •,>hnlii«rdVbri  :;t.Thn'>i 

!^  tcade  of  barter  is  carried  on  belweeri '  Mc^tmai  and  the 
islatidsvlast  mentioned  ;  and  between  thb^e  again  and  th<; 
KatilesvtO  the  northward;  in  which,  iby- fill's^  dried  fish; 
apd  Oili  the  latter  get  silk^  cottbn,  iron,  and' Jstpknese  liMi^ 
oleaoffomiturei"^  '  " 

The  inhabitants  of  as  many  of  the  islands  as  are  brought 
undier  the  Russihn  dominioiH  wi  at  present  converted  id 
Christianity.  And  probably  the  tiine  is  not  very  distant 
ivhec  a  friendly  and  profi^^bile  intercourse  will  be  brought 
about  between  &amt£ohat4ca  and  the  whole  of  this  chain  bf 
islands ;  and  which  will  draw  after  it  a  comtthinicatiOn  widi 
JafMiii  itsdif.  This  may  evert tually  be  greatly  fadlitated' by 
a  civcumstance  related  to  me  by  Major  Eehm,  thai  sevetal 
Russians',  who  had  been  taught  the  Japanese  language,  by 
two  men  belonging  to  a  vessel  Of  that  qittion,  w^ch  had 
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off  eight  of  the  nadvea ;  of  whom  he  relates  the  foUowina  circumstances : 
That  their  Iwdies  were  covered  all  over  w:th  hair ;  that  ^ey  wore  a  loose 
Btrnied  silk  gown,  reaching  as  low  as  their  ankles:  and  diat  some  of  them 
had  silvB^  rings  pendant  from  the  itars ;  that,  on  spying  a  live  cock  on  deck, 
they  fell  down  on  their  knees  before  it';  and  tikewiikt,  before  the  presents 
that  were  broa^ht  out  to  them,  closing  and  stretching  forth  their  hands, 
and  b6#ittg  their  heads,  at  the  same  time,  down  to  the  ground ;  that,  ex- 
eefit  the  peculiarity  of  their  hairiness,  they  resemble  the  other  Kurjlc 
islanders  in  their  fmtures  and  figure,  and  spoke  the  saune  language.  The 
journal  of  the  ship  Castricooi  also  mentions  this  bircomstance,  of  the  in* 
habitants  of  the  country  discovered  by  them,  and  called  Jeso,  being  hairy 
all  ovter  the  body. 

>*  This  Recounts  for  what  Krascheninnikoff  says,  that  he  got  from  Para- 
mousir  a  japanned  table  and  vase,  a  scyroeter,  and  a  silver  ring,  which  he 
aent  to  tqe  cabinet  of  her  imperial  majesty,  at  Petersburgb.  And  if  what 
Mr  Steller  mentions,  on  the  authority  of  a  Kurile,  who  was  interpreter  to 
Spanberf  in  his  voyage  to  Japan,  is  to  be  credited,  that  nearly  the  same 
Isi^uage  is  spoken  at  Kunasnir  and  Paramousir,  it  cannot  be  questioned, 
that  eame  intercourse  has  always  subsisted  between  the  inh^tants  of  thi» 
extensive  chain  of  islands.      .^  j  ..^    .v  loqt.  tei«<w  :,ci/6n  iui  moitti- 
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bedii  ■hipwracked^^  on  the  coast  of  Kamtschatka^  had  been 
sent  among  those  islands.  '  :  ,  ;/   >:,, 

The  advpntagea  that  would  eootue  to  the  RusdiaiiBlhy 
an  'i»inedial«' trade  to  Japan,  have  been  already  adverted 
to,  and  are  too  many,  and  too  oiWra^s,  t6  need  inldistiog 

OpOht'^   '-'  >"■>->'■<■  '  "  .,.    .•    ,'i.    .^1...     :    .11,  ti         .f    ...    ri-j'ii  /)  M;. 

^  ^*  The  v«asft1  hera  spqksn  of  was  from  Satiuna,  a  port  in  Japfin,  bound 
for  another  Japanese  port,  called  Azoka,  and.  laden  with  rice»  cotton,  and 
silks.  She!  siiiled  with  k  favourable  iv^lnd;  h(it>  before  she  reached  her 
dMtiri&tion,  wiis  drivftit  ont  td  sea  l^  a  vieWAf  ttoMn,  which  airried  tnm) 
liitf  aiMtis  and.  rudder. 

On  the  storm's  abating,  not  one  of  the  jBrew»  which  consisted  of  sevea- 
^en  (havii^g  probably  never  made  any;  other  than  coasting  vo^a(es),knew 
whei^  they  were,  or  what  course  to  steer.  After  remaining  m  this  situa* 
tibn  six  months,  they  were  driven  on  shore  near  the  promontory  Lopstka ; 
dcid  having  cast  out  an  anchor,  began  to  carry  on  shore  such  trrtielcs  as 
nicra  necessary  to  their  existence.  Th«y  next  i  erected  a  t«nt,  Sqd  had 
reined  in  it  twenty*three  days,  without  Sjee^ig  a  human ^bein^;  when 
chance  conducted  a  cpssack  officer,  icajteq  Andrew  Chinnikoff,  with  a  few 
]UtAtSdladd^e8,  to  theiir  habitation.  Itite  poor  unfortunate  Jfainnese,  overt. 
i^belftied  whli  iof  at  the  sight  «f  felloMr  creatures,  mad«  Ihto^iosi  sigiiifik 
cant  tenders^  they  were  able,  of  friendship  and  afiectioD ;  and  presmed 
their  yisitofs  with  silks,  Mbres,  and  a  part  of  whatever  else  they  had 
(>rqUght  froia  the  ship.  The  treacherous  CninnikoiTmade  reciprocal  re> 
turns  of  Kihdness  and  good-will ;  aiid,  after  remaining  with  them  Ittna 
enoiigh  td  *iiiM»  soch  (wservations  ifs  sdiced  his  designs,  withdrew  from 
them  in  the  night.  The  Japanese,  finding  that  their  visitors  did  not  re- 
turn, knew  not  what  course  to  take.  In  despair  they  manned  their  boat, 
and  were  rowine  along  the  coast  in  search  of  a  habitation,  when  they 
came  up  with  their  vessel,  which  had  been  driven  ashore;  and  fiHina 
Chinnikoff  and  his  companions  pillaging  her,.and  pulling  her  in  pieces  (at 
the  sake  of  the  (ron.  This  sight  determmed  them  to  coiitiniie  their  bourse, 
whtdb  Chianikoir  perceiving,  ordered  his  men  to  |iiB«(ief  aind  nMSstere 
tfierii'.  The  unfortunate  Japanese,  Seeing  a  canoe  in  pursuit,  and  which 
they  ciuld  not  escape,  apprehended  whkt  was  td  follow.  $oin6  of  them 
lettped  trtto  the  sea ;  others,  ih  vain,  had'  recourse  to  prayers  aad  entrcatier. 
l%ey  iiet6  all  msssabred  but  t«rt>,  by  the  very  sabres  they  had  presented 
^  jlfHeir  supposed  fnends  a  few  days  btifore.  Oat  of  the  two  was  a  boy 
ab<nit  eleven  years  old,  named  Odwga,  who  had  accompanied  bis  fhther, 

Se  ihib's  pilot,  tO  lebra  mivigktion ;  the  other  was  a  middle*aged  man, 
e  su^rc^jEd,  and  eallM  Sdid. 

dhiniiikb^sobn  tnet  with  the  punishment  due  to  his  crimes.  The  two 
•ti^iigerft  were  condocted  to  Petersburgh,  Where  they  Were  behk'iO  the 
aeademv,  wm  ptd|)eriii8tructors  and  attendants  \  and  several  yotiiiji  men 
Krefe,at  the  stiilte  time,  pat  about  them  for  the  purpose  of  leaiMttg  the 
Japaneise  lan^uaj^. 

Th^yW^re  thrown  on  the  coast  of  Itamtschatka  in  irso.  The  younger 

survived  th^  absente  fVom  his  country  five,  the  other  Six  years.    Their 

portraits  tke  to  be^eeh  in  the  cabinet  of  the  empress  at  Petersburgh.— 

yid.  Kraseheninttlkoff,  vol.  11.  part  4.    Pr.  Ed. 

.'*  Attetnptb  btiva  beqtt  tt^cK  f(t  ^iff^rent  pfrfods  by  the  Russians  to 
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Thi  Koreki  countryindndes  two  distinct  nations,  called 
the  Wandering  and  Fixed  Koriacs.  • 

The  former  inhabit  the  northern  part  of  the  iithmui  of 
Kamtichatka,  and  the  whole  coast  of  the  eastern  ocean ; 
from  thcmce  to  the  Anadir.  i 

The  country  of  the  Wandering  Koriacks  stretches  alon^ 
the  north-east  of  the  sea  of  Okotzk  to  the  river  Penskina, 
and  westward  toward  the  river  Kovyma. 

The  Fixed  Koriacks  have  a  strong  resemblance  to  the 
Kamtschadalek.;  and,  liW  them,  dep^d  ^Ito^ether  on  fish- 
ing for  subsistence.  ^  t'liieir  dress  and  hc^bitations  are  of  the! 
same  kind.  They  are  tributary  to  the  Russians,  and  under 
the  idiiBtrict  of  the  Ingiga.  "'> 

Tihe  fWandei'ing  !I^>ria^' occupjr  themselves  entireljjr  in 
brie^dli^g  and  pasturing  deer,  of  which  they  are  said  to  pos- 
sess iauiicnse  numbers ;  and  that  it  is  no  unusual  thing  foe 
kn'  itadividvial  chief  >to  have  a  herd  of  four  or  five  thousand. 
Tli^y 'deis]^ise  fish,  and  live  eUtirelj^  on  deer.  Thev  have  no 
i^i^^ganf ;  and  their 'only  habitations  are  like  the  Kami* 
«oh#d«iet  jourts,  with  this  difference,  that  they  a<e.  covered 
>witii  raiV  ideer-skins  in  winter,  and  tanned  onesiin  summer. 
Tfieil'  sledges  are  dfawn  by  deer,  and  never  by  dogtfi 


^If^cjt^^  !^ljel;he  laU(^y^"i^^e  lil<:|ewise  atviray^  spaye,^,  ]a  prBeir 
k.W  Uwied  to  thw  husjiness.    The  draftrdeecpastture !i|i 
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«Ma  Wi»  inide  with  J«p^ ;  and,,incl^efl,  pn^ .purpose  oT  the  yq^ifige 
^Ip|tJC^P^ip^lK^usenstern  iindeitpolui  was  to  conciliate  the  iscnperor  oi;' 
jgovfilf^^t  of  that  island.  19^9  o^e,  who  i>  at  all,^cqtiainted,with  tl^e  hisr 
uuv.pjf  the  people,  will. faie  j^urprjs^  to  leom  that  the  Japanese  d^d  not 
m^  tbemaelves  hbnotirei^  by  the  embassy ;  that  they  even  rdlised,  the 
pcesentts  vbieh  had  been  carried  but,  and  woidd  not  concede  the  favour  of 
an  allifQW  ]which  was  courted.  The  result  of  the  iwhple,  in  &ctt  was  ra-^ 
U^ef^a  Ims  than  a  gain,  as  a  .permission  whic^  hi^  been  previouslj^  given 
tp  visit  .Nangasakv  vras  withdrawn.  Thus,  says  K.,  "  all  oommunicatioq 
is  now  at  an  end  betweeia  Jqpan  andHussia^iinless  some  great  change 
should  take.place  in  the  ministry  of  Jeddo,  or,  indeed,  in  the  govemmeni; 
itself,  and  this  is  perhaps  not  to  be  expected.**  We  are  told,  however,  jti 
a  note,  that  some  revolution  is  understood  actually  to  have  taken  j^ace 
after  ibis  visit,  and  that  too  in  consequence  of  this  dismissal  of  the  Rus- 
sian eifibBSsy.  This  is  said,  on  the  authority  of  a  Lieutenant  Chwosto^ 
wIm  bieard  of  it  from  the  Japanese,  when  he  yisiited  the  northern  coast  of 
Jesso  in  1806  and  1807.  Biit  as  no  particulars 'are  mentioned,  and  as, 
indeed,  the  thing  is  aomeifhat  unlikely,  one  may  be  allowed  to  call  id 

Question  the  truth  of  the  report.  The  Russians  then,  like,  the  Spaniards, 
'ortugueae,  English,  and  Americans,  have  utterlvfailed  in  establishing 
any  commercial  intercourse  with  Japan ;  and  the'outch  alone,  of  any  of 
the  European  nations,  have  continued,  by  virtue  of  their  bowing  properi- 
tities,  &c.,  to  profit  by  a  direct  connection  with  it,— 'B. 


CHAP.  yi.  f scT.  Til.    Captain  Kinf^t  Journal, 


m. 


company  with  the  others ;  and  when  they  are  wanted,  the 
huntsmen  make  use  of  a  certain  cry,  which  they  instantly 
obey,  by  coming  out  of  the  herd* 

The  priest  of  Paratounca  informed  me,  that  the  ^wo  na- 
tions of  the  Koriacs,  and  the  Tschutski,  speak  different  dia- 
lects of  the  same  language ;  and  that  it  bears  not  thct  smalU  . 
est  resemblance  to  the  Kamtsehadale. 

The  country  of  the  Tschutski  is  bounded  on  the  sonth 
by  the  Anadir,  and  extends  along  the  coast  to  the  Tichut- 
sicoi  Noss.  Like  the  Wandering  Koriacks,  their  attention 
is  principally  confined  to  their  deer,  of  which  their  coun- 
try affords  ereat  numbers,  both  tame  and  wild.  Thiiy  are 
a  stout,  weU-made,  bold,  warlike  race  of  people  ;  I'edonbt- 
able  neighbours  to  both  nations  of  the  Koriacs,  who  «flten 
feel  the  effects  of  their  depredatory  incursions.  Thie  Rus- 
sians have  for  many  years  been  using  their  endeavours  to 
bring  them  under  their  dominion ;  and,  after  losing  a  great 
many  men  in  their  different  expeditions  for  this  purpose, 
have  not  been  able  to  effect  it. 

I  shall  here  cohcludie  this  article,  since  all  we  can  say  of 
this  people,  on  our  own  knowledge,  hath  been  laid  before' 
the  reader  in  the  preceding  volume.  >  j  ^      ,' .  >i  Mf>  ,j.  /     -  i 
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P/Son  qfMtrfidwt  ^roetedingu^^Couru  to  thi  Southmard, 
aloMg  the  Coait  of  KamtKhatkaj^Cape  Lopatka.^Pa$$ 
the  Islandt  Shoomtka  aad  Paraotoudtt.^-^-Drivem  to  the 

,.    EoMtmrd  dfftke  Kurile$,-r-Stngular  Situatiom  with  retpect 
to  lAf  jtr^aided  Dixcoveriet  of  former  NavigatorMi^^Fhiit-' 

.  ijm  4ttemptf  jto  reach  the  luandt  North  of  Japau.-^Oeo- 
gm^pkieal  Coitclmoni.'-'  View  of  the  Coait  of  JapaR.<*^  jRtm 
aitn^  the  Ea$t  Side. — Pau  two  Japaneu  yetiela**^  Driven 
off  the  Coti9t  fry  coHtrarif  Winde. — Extraordinary  Mffect  of 
Cwrm$f'-^St«erf9r  the  BatheeM.-^Pau  large  QuaMtitie$  of 
Pumice  Stone.in-Di$c0wr  Sulphur  Itiand.'^Patt  the  Pra- 

•    ta$,r^JeU$  of  Jjma»  and  Ladrone  Jtland.^^Chiaeu  Piiot 

.^    takem  fm  hoard  the  ResidutioH.—-JoumaU  of  the  Offieer* 
and  Ht»  Keured* 

Ooit  imtrucUons  from  the  Board  of  AdmiraUy  having 
left  a  diseretionary  posrer  with  the  commanding-officer  of 
the  expedition,  in  case  of  failure  in  the  search  of  a  passage 
from  the  Pacific  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  to  return  to  Eng- 
land, 
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*  As  we  haye  already  exceeded  the  proportion  of  notes  in  t  le  preceding 
pages,  it  would  be  improper,  even  if  the  importance  of  tlie  remaining  nut- 
ter were  more  considerable  than  it  is,  to  hazard  farther  commentaiy.  The 
reader  wili  JGnd,  as,  indeed,  he  will  naturally  expect,  that  the  condition  of 
the  vessels,  &c.  did  not  admit  of  much  more  research  that  could  benefit 
navigation  or  gec^raphy.  This,  therefore,  renders  it  less  necessary  to 
occupy  attention  in  the  results.  Some  additions  have  been  made  to  our 
knowledge  of  Jesso,  the  neighbouring  seas  and  islands,  since  the  date  oi 
this  voyage,  and  in  no  small  degree,  especially  by  the  expedition  under 
Krusenstem,  from  whose  remarks  we  have  already  enriched  our  work. 
The  additional  observations  will  properly  fall  to  be  considered  hereafter. 
It  may  be  necessary,  however,  to  state  at  present,  that  the  able  navigator, 
just  now  named,  haid  it  in  his  power,  from  more  favourable  circumstances, 
to  correct  the  positions  of  some  of  the  islands  seen  by  Captain  Gore,  and 
assigned  to  them  in  the  following  section,  as  Sulphur  Island,  North  Island, 
&c.  But  the  corrections,  thoupi  important  for  nautical  purposes,  are  not 
ef^  much  consequence  in  a  general  point  of  view,  as  to  justifif  any  par- 
ticiiilar  remarks  on  the  text.  It  is  enough,  perhaps,  to  notice  tne  circum« 
stance  here,  and  to  take  advantage  of  the  improvements  of  Krusenstem 
or  others  on  any  map  or  chart  it  may  be  expedient  to  affix  to  a  subsequent 
portion  of  this  work.  The  result  of  K.'s  labours,  it  may  be  remarked,  will 
require  a  modification  to  no  mean  amount  of  all  the  maps  and  charts  of 
the  regions  we  are  now  contemplating.— £. 
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ItaA,  by  whatever  route  he  shoald  think  best  for  the  far* 
ther  improvement  of  geography,  Captain  Onre  demanded 
of  the  principal  officers  their  sentimeuta,  in  writing,  eepect* 
ing  the  manner  in  which  these  orders  might  luost  effec- 
tually be  obeyed.  The  result  of  our  opinions,  which  he  had 
the  satisfaction  to  find  unanimous,  and  entirely  coinciding 
with  bis  own,  was,  that  the  condition  of  the  ships,  of  the 
sails,  and  cordage,  made  it  unsafe  to  attempt,  at  so  advan- 
ced a  season  of  the  year,  to  navigate  the  sea  between  Ja- 
pan and  Asia;  which  would  otherwise  have  afforded  the 
largest  field  for  discovery ;  that  it  was  therefore  adviseable 
to  keep  to  the  eastward  of  that  island,  and  in  our  way  thi* 
tiier  to  run  abng  the  Kuriles,  and  examine  more  paiticu- 
lariy  the  islands  that  lie  nearest  the  northern  coast  of  Ja- 
pan, which  are  represented  as  of  a  considerable  size,  and 
independent  of  the  Russian  and  Japanese  governments* 
Should  we  be  so  fortunate  as  to  find  m  these  any  safe  and 
commodious  harbours,  we  conceived  they  might  be  of  iin- 
portance,  either  as  places  of  shelter  for  any  future  naviga- 
tors, who  may  be  employed  in  exploring  the  seas,  or  as  the 
means  of  opening  a  commercial  intercourse  among  lihe 
neighbouring  dominions  of  the  two  empires.  Our  next 
object  was  to  survey  the  coast  of  the  Japanese  Islands,  and 
afterward  to  make  the  coast  of  China,  as  far  to  the  north- 
ward as  we  were  able,  and  run  along  it  to  Macao. 

This  plan  being  adopted,  I  received  orders  from  Captain 
Gore,  in  case  of  separation,  to  proceed  immediateiv  to 
Macao ;  and  at  six  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  -Qth  ii( 
October,  having  cleared  the  entrance  of  Awatska  Bay,  we 
steered  to  the  S.E.,  with  the  wind  N.W.  and  by  W.  At 
midnight  we  bad  a  dead  calm,  which  continued  till  noon 
of  the  lOth ;  the  light-house  at  this  time  bearing  N. }  W., 
distant  five  leagues,  and  Cape  Gavareea,  S.  by  Vl^.  $  W. 
Being  luckily  in  soundings  of  sixty  and  seventy  fathodis 
water,  we  employed  our  time  very  profi^tably  in  catching 
cod,  which  were  exceedingly  fine  and  plentiful;  and  at 
three  in  the  afternoon,  a  breeze  sprung  up  from  the  W.^ 
with  which  we  stood  along  the  coast  to  the  southward.  A 
head-land,  bearing  S.  by  W.,  now  opened  with  Cape  Ga- 
vareea, lying  about  seven  leagues  beyond  it.  Between 
them  are  two  narrow,  but  deep  inlets,  which  may  probably 
unite  behind  what  appears  to  be  an  high  island.  The  coast 
of  these  inlets  is  steep  and  cliffy.  The  hills  break  abruptly, 
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and  form  chAMns  and  deep  valiiea,  which  are  well  wooded* 
Between  Cape  Gavareea  (which  liea  in  latitude  Hi*  81^ 
longitude  158*  Sfg)  and  Awatska  Bay,  there  are  appear<' 
ancea  of  several  inleti,  which  at  first  sight  may  flatter  the 
mariner  with  hopes  of  finding  shelter  and  safe  anchorage  ; 
but  the  Russian  pilots  assured  us,  that  there  are  none  ca- 
pable of  admitting  vessels  of  the  smallest  size,  as  the  low 
land  fills  up  the  spaces  that  appear  vacant  between  the 
high  projecting  head-lands.  Toward  evening,  it  again  be- 
came calm ;  but  at  midnight  we  had  a  light  breeze  from 
the  N.,  which  increased  gradually  to  a  strong  gale ;  and  at 
noon  the  next  day  we  found  ourselves  in  latitude  52*  4^, 
longitude  1.58**  91',  when  Cape  Oavareea  bore  N.  by  W.  j| 
W. ;  the  south  extreme,  S.W.  J  W.  We  were  at  this 
time  distant  from  the  nearest  shore  about  three  leagues^ 
and  saw  the  whole  country  inland  covered  with  snow.  A 
point  of  land  to  the  southward,  which  we  place  in  latitude 
51*  54'>  formed  the  north  side  of  a  deep  bay,  called  Acha- 
chinskor,  in  the  distant  bottom  of  which  we  supposed  a 
large  river  to  empty  itself,  from  the  land  behind  being  so 
unusually  low.  bouth  of  Achachinskoi  Bay,  the  land  ia 
not  so  rugged  and  barren  as  that  part  of  the  country  which 
we  had  Mfore  passed. 

Durinp;  the  night  we  had  variable  winds  and  rain  ;  but 
at  four  m  the  morning  of  the  I2th,  it  began  to  Mow  so 
strong  from  the  N.E.,  as  to  oblige  us  to  double  reef  the 
top-sails,  and  make  it  prudent  to  stand  more  off  the  shore; 
At  six,  the  weather  becoming  more  moderate  and  fair,  we 
again  made  sail,  and  stood  in  for  the  land.  At  noon,  o6r 
latitude  was  51"  Ql,  longitude  157*  sy.  The  northernmost 
land  in  sight,  being  the  point  we  have  mentioned  as  first 
opening  with  Cape  Gavareea,  bore  N.N.E.  A  head-land> 
with  a  flat  top,  which  is  in  latitude  51*  27',  and  makes  the 
south  point  of  an  inlet,  called  Girowara,  bore  N.  ^  E.,  and 
the  southernmost  land  m  sight,  W.^  N.,  distant  six  leagues. 
At  this  time  we  could  just  perceive  low  land  stretching  from 
the  southern  extreme ;  but  the  wind  veering  round  to  the 
JN.W.«  we  could  not  get  a  nearer  view  of  it.  At  six  in  the 
afternoon  we  saw,  from  the  mast-head.  Cape  Lopatka,  the 
southernmost  extremity  of  Kamtschatka.  It  is  a  very  low 
flat  cape,  sloping  gradually  from  the  high  level  land  that 
we  saw  at  noon,  and  bore  W.  N.,  about  five  leagues  dis- 
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tant ;  «nd  the  high  laad,  N.W.  by  W.  i  W.  As  this  poin^ 
of  land  forms  so  marked  an  object  in  the  geography  of  the 
eastern  coast  of  Asia,  we  were  glad  to  be  able,  by  an  accu- 
rate observation,  and  several  good  angles*  to  determine  its 
precise  situation,  which  is  in  latitude  5\*Qft  lon^tude  166* 
45'.  To  the  N.W.  of  it  we  saw  a  remarkablv  high  moun- 
tain, th^  top  of  which  loses  itself  in  the  clouds ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  the  first  of  the  Kurile  Islaitds>  called  Shooraska, 
appeared  in  sight,  bearing  W.  \  S.  The  passage  between 
this  island  and  Uape  Lopatka,  the  Russians  describe  as  be- 
ing three  miles  broad,  and  very  dangerous  on  account  of 
the  rapidity  of  the  tides,  and  the  sunk  rocks  that  are  off 
the  cape.  From  Cape  Oavareea  to  Lopatka,  the  coast 
trends  S.E*  South  of  Achachinskoi,  the  land  is  not  so 
high  and  broken  as  between  that  bay  and  the  month  of 
Awatska,  being  only  of  a  moderate  elevation  toward  the 
sea,  with  hills  gradually  rising  farther  back  in  the  country. 
The  coast  Is  steep  and  bold,  and  full  of  white  chalky 
patches. 

At  noon,  the  weather  falling  again  to  a  calm,  afforded  us 
an  opportunity  of  catching  some  fine  cod.  We  were,  at 
this  time,  in  forty  fathoms  water,  and  abont  five  or  six 
leagues  from  Cape  Lopatka.  Both  in  the  fore  and  after- 
noon, we  had  observations,  with  different  compassfcs,  for  the 
variation,  and  found  it  to  be  5*  9Sf  £. 

We  stood  on  all  night,  under  an  easy  sail,  to  the  SJS.W.J 
having  the  wind  westerly.  At  midnight  we  sounded>  and 
had  sixty  fathoms ;  and,  at  day-break  of  the  13th,  we  saw 
the  second  of  the  Kurile  Islands,  (called  by  the  Russians 
Paramousir,)  extending  from  N.W.  by  W.  to  W.  |  S.  This 
land  is  very  high,  and  almost  entirely  covered  with  snow. 
At  noon,  the  extremes  bore  from  N.N.  W.  \  W.  to  W.N.  W4 
\  W. ;  and  a  high  peaked  mountain,  from  which  some 
thought  they  saw  smoke  issuing,  N.W.  by  W.  \  W.,  about 
twelve  or  fourteen  leagues  distant.  At  this  time  our  lati- 
tude, by  observation,  was  49*  49^,  and  our  longitude  157**  0'. 
In  the  course  of  the  day  we  saw  many  gulls  and  albatrosses, 
and  several  whales. 

Paramousir  is  the  largest  of  the  Kuriles  under  the  domi- 
nion of  Russia,  and  well  deserves  a  more  accurate  surv^, 
than  we  were  at  this  time  allowed  to  take.  For,  in  the  af- 
ternoon, the  gale  increasing  from  the  W.,  we  were  never 
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able  to  approach  it  nearer  than  we  had  done  at  noon ;  and 
were,  therefore,  obliged  to  be  contented  with  endeavouring 
to  ascertain  its  situation  at  that  distance.  We  place  the  S. 
end  of  the  island  in  latitude  49*  38',  the  N.  end  in  latitude 
50*  40^,  and  in  longitude  1(/  W.  of  Lopatka ;  and  as  this 
position  is  found  not  to  differ  materially  from  that  given  by 
the  Russians,  it  is  probably  very  near  the  truth.  Whilst 
we  were  abreast  of  this  island,  we  had  a  very  heavy  swell 
<  from  the  N.E.,  though  the  wind  had,  for  tome  time,  been 
from  the  westward,  a  circumstance  which  we  have  already 
remarked  more  than  once  durins  the  course  of  our  voyage. 
In  the  night  we  tried  for  soundings,  but  found  no  ground 
with  fifty  fathoms  of  line. 

On  the  14th  and  Idth,  the  wind  blowing  steadily  and 
fresh  from  the  westward,  we  were  obliged  to  stand  to  the 
southward^  and  consequently  hindered  from  seeing  an^ 
more  of  the  Kurile  Islands.    At  noon  of  the  16th,  the  lati- 
tude, by  observation,  was  45*  if,  the  longitude,  deduced 
from  a  number  of  lunar  observations  taken  during  the  three 
days  past,  155*  SO'.   The  variation  4*  SO'  E.    In  this  situa- 
tion, we  were  almost  surroutided  by  the  supposed  disco- 
veries of  former  navigators,  and  uncertain  to  which  we 
should  turn  ourselves.    To  the  southward  and  the  S.W. 
were  placed,  in  the  French  charts,  a  group  of  five  islands, 
called  the  Three  Sisters,  Zellany  and  Kunashir.    We  were 
about  ten  leagues,  according  to  the  same  maps,  to  the 
westward  of  the  land  of  De  Gama,  which  we  had  passed  to 
the  eastward  in  April  last,  at  a  distance  rather  less  than  this, 
without  seeing  any  appearance  of  it ;  from  which  circum-' 
stance  we  may  now  conclude,  that,  if  such  land  exist  at  all, 
it  must  be  an  island  of  a  very  inconsiderable  size.*   On  the 
other  hand,  if  we  give  credit  to  the  original  position  of  thig 
land)  fixed  by  Texiera,  it  lay  to  the  W,  by  S. ;  and  as  the 
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*  From  Mullet's  ncconntof  the  course  steered  by  Captain  Spanberg,  In 
his  route  from  Kamtschatka  to  Japan,  it  appears,  that  he  must  also  un« 
doubtcdiv  have  seen  De  Gama's  Land,  if  it  really  has  the  extent  given  it 
in  Mr  D^Anville's  maps.  Walton,  who  commanded  a  vessel  in  the  same 
expedition,  teems  also  to  have  lodked  in  vain  tbr  this  land  on  his  return 
from  Japan ;  and  tluree  years  afterward,  on  account  of  some  doubts  that 
hnd  arisen  respecting  Spanberg's  course,  Beering  went  directly  in  search 
of  it,  as  low  as  the  latitude  of  46°. — See  yoj/ages  et  Dicouvertet,  &c, 
p.  SIO,  et  seq. 
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Company's  Land,'  Statcn  Island/  and  the  famous  land  of 
Jeso,'  were  also  supposed  to  lie  newly  in  the  tame  direc- 

'  Th{>  land  #M  bMH  hy  the  Diitclimen  wlio  tailed  In  tlie  Caitricom 
and  Brnket,  and  imagined  l>y  them  to  he  part  of  tlie  continent  of  Ame- 
rica, 'i'here  now  remain*  icarce  any  doubt  of  its  being  the  itiandi  of  Oo- 
roon  nnd  Nadeegida.  Sco  the  journals  of  the  Castricom  and  Breskes, 
published  by  Wetaer. 

*  This  land' Was  also  discovered  bv  the  Castricom ;  and,  from  its  situa- 
tion,  as  described  in  the  journal  of  that  vessel,  it  appears  to  be  the  islands 
of  the  Three  Sisters. 

'  The  country  of  Jeso,  which  has  so  Ions  been  a  stumbling-block  to  our 
fnodern  geographers,  was  first  brought  to  tne  knowledge  of  Europeans  by 
the  Dutch  Veiiels  mentioned  in  the  nrecedins  notes.  The  name  appears, 
from  the  earliest  accounts,  to  have  been  well  known,  both  to  the  Japa- 
nese  and  the  Kamtschndalcs  ;  and  used  by  them,  indiscriminately,  for  all 
the  islands  lying  between  Kamtschatka  and  Japan.  It  has  since  been  ap- 
^h'cd  to  n  large  imaginary  island,  or  continent,  supposed  to  have  been  dis- 
covered by  the  Castricom  and  Drcskcs ;  and  it  may  not,  therefore,  be  im- 
proper to  co'nsider  the  grounds  of  this  mistake,  ns  fur  as  can  be  collected 
from  the  journals  of  that  expedition.  The  object  of  the  voyage,  in  whicli 
those  ships  were  engaged,  was  to  explore  the  eastern  shore  of  Tartary^  ; 
but,  being  separated  oy  a  storm  off  the  S.£.  point  of  Jupan,  they  sailed  in 
different  tracks  along  the  E.  side  of  the  island ;  nnd,  having  |>asscd  itf 
ni;rthern  extremity,  proceeded  singly  on  their  intended  expedition. 

The  (Jostricom,  commanded  bv  De  Vries,  steering  northward,  fell  in 
with  land  on  the  third  day,  in  latitude  42^  He  sailed  along  the  SJE. 
coast  about  sixty  leagues  in  a  constant  fog ;  and,  having  anchored  in  vari- 
ous places,  held  a  friendly  intercourse  with  the  inhabitants.  Thus  far  the 
jonrnal.  Now,  as  the  islands  of  Matimai,  Kunashir,  and  Zellan^  i^ppBor, 
from  Captain  Spanberg's  discoveries,  to  lie  exactly  in  this  situation,  then: 
can  be  no  doubt  of  their  being  the  same  land ;  and  the  circumstance  of  the 
fog  sufficiently  accounts  for  Uie  error  of  De  Vries,  imagining  them  to  be 
one  continent ;  without  having  recourse  to  the  supposition  of  an  carUi- 
quake,  by  which  Mr  Muller,  from  his  desire  to  rcrnn<  i)e  tit  opinion  ge- 
nerally received,  with  the  later  Russian  discover!!  onccives  the  several 
parts  to  have  been  ecparatrd.  The  journal  then  ju-occeds  to  give  an  ac« 
count  of  the  discovery  of  Statcn  Island  and  C  joipftny's  Land,  of  which  I 
have  already  given  my  opinion,  nnd  shall  lmv«;  oucu.vion  to  speak  hereafter. 
Having  passed  through  the  Straits  of  De  Vries,  ^nys  the  journal,  they  en- 
tered a  vast,  wild,  and  tempestuous  sea,  ^  wt'^ich  they  steered,  through 
mists  and  darkness,  to  the  48°  N.  latituiJc ,  after  which  they  were  driven 
by  contrary  winds  tojthe  southward,  and  again  fell  in  with  land  to  the 
westward,  in  latitude  4.'S°,  which  they  unaccountably  still  imagined  to  be 
part  of  the  continent  6f  Jeso ;  whereas,  whoever  examines  Jansen's  map 
of  their  discoveries,  (which  appears  to  l^e  exceedingly  accurate,  as  far  as 
his  information  went,)  will,  I  believe,  have  no  doubt,  that  they  were,  at 
this  time,  on  the  coast  of  Tartary.  Having  traced  this  land  four  degree? 
to  the  tiorthward,  they  returned  to  the  southward  through  the  Straits  they 
had  passed  before. 
•?:  It  is  not  necessary  to  trouble  the  reader  with  the  journal  of  the  Breskes, 


If 


]  \ 


I'    I 


t28  Modem  Circunmtn^[iUiom.    part  hi.  book  hi. 

,;     ! 

'tion,  together  with  the  group  first  mentioned,  according  to 
tiie  Russian  charts,  we  thought  this  course  deserved  the 
preference,  and  accordinglyhauled  round  to  the  westward, 
the  wind  having  shifted  in  the  afternoon  to  the  northward. 
During  this  day  we  saw  large  flocks  of  gulls,  several  alb»-  - 
trosues,  fulmars,  and  a  number  of  fish,  which  our  sailors 
called  grampuses ;  but,  as  far  as  we  could  jud||e,  firom  the 
appearance  of  those  that  passed  close  by  the  ^ips^  we  ima^ 

fined  them  to  be  the  ka$atka,  or  sword-fish,  described  bj 
IrascheninnikoflT,  to  whom  I  refer  the  reader,  for  a  curious 
account  of  the  manner  in  which  they  attack  the  whales.  In 
the  evening,  a  visit  from  a  small  land-bird,  about  the  size 
of  a  goldfinch,  and  resembling  that  bird  in  shape  and  plu- 
mage, made  us  keep  a  good  look-out  for  land.  However, 
at  midnight,  on  trying  for  soundings,  we  found  no  ground^ 
with  forty-five  fathoms  of  line. 

On  the  17lh,  at  noon,  we  were  in  latitude  45*  T,  by  ob- 
servation, longitude  154*  Of.  The  wind  now  again  coming^ 
to  the  westward,  obliged  us  to  steer  a  more  southerly 
course ;  and,  at  midnight,  it  blew  from  that  quarter  a  fresh 
gale,  accompanied  with  heavy  rain.  In  the  morning,  we 
saw  another  land-bird,  and  many  flocks  of  gulls  and  pete- 
Tels  bending  their  course  to  the  S.W.  The  heavy  N.E. 
swell,  with  which  we  had  constantly  laboured  since  our  de- 
parture from  Lopatka,  now  ceased,  and  changed  suddenly 
to  the  S.E.  In  the  forenoon  of  the  18th,  we  p98sed  great 
quantities  of  rock-weed,  from  which,  and  the  flights  of 
liirds  above-mentioned,  we  conjectured  we  were  at  no  great 
distance  from  the  southernmost  of  the  Kuriles ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  the  wind  coming  round  to  the  S.,  enabled  us  to 
stand  in  for  it.  At  two,  we  set  studding-sails,  and  steered 
W. ;  but  the  wind  increasing  to  a  gale,  soon  abli^ed  os  to 
double  reef  the  top-sails ;  and,  at  midnight,  we  judged  it 
necessary  to  tiy  for  soundings.  Accordingly  we  hove  to ; 
but,  finding  no  bottom  at  seventy-five  fathoms,  we  were 
encouraged  to  persevere,  and  agun  bore  away  W.,  with  the 
wind  at  S.E.  This  course  we  kept  till  two  in  the  morning, 
when  the  weather  becoming  thick,  we  hauled  our  wind,  and 
:^  '    steered 
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•8  It  oontmns  bo  new  matter,  and  has  Neen  already  republished,  and  very 
satisfactorily  animadverted  opon  by  Mr  M!aU9t¥^V<^aga  from  Aria  to 
ilmenca,  &c.  English  Trsnslation,  p.  78. 
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steered  to  the  S.W.  till  five,  when  a  violent  storm  redaced 
Ui  to  oar  courses. 

Notwithstanding  the  unfavourahle  state  of  theweather  , 
left  us  little  prospect  of  makiDfl;  the  land,  we  still  kept  this 
object  anxiously  in  view ;  and,  at  day-light,  ventured  ,t^ 
steer  W.  by  S.,  and  continued  to  stand  on  in  this  direction^ 
I  till  ten  in  the  forenoon,  when  the  wind,  suddenly  shifting  • 
to  the  S.W.,  brought  with  it  clear  weather.    Of  this  we : 
had  scarcely  taken  advanta^,  by  setting  the  top-sails,  and 
letting  out  the  reefs,  when  it  beean  to  blow  so  strong  fron 
this  quarter,  that  we  were  forced  t6  close-reef  again ;  and«. 
at  noon,  the  wind  shifting  two  points  to  the  W.,  rendered, 
it  vain  to  keep  any  longer  on  this  tack.   We  therefore  put 
about,  and  steered  to  the  southward.    At  this  time,  our  la>' 
titnde,  by  observation,  was  44*  1^,  and  longitude  150*  4(y ; 
to  that,  after  all  oar  efforts,  we  had  the  mortification  to. 
find  ourselves,  according  to  the  Russian  charts,  upon  a 
meridian  with  Nadeegsda,  which  they  make  the  southern- 
most of  the  Kurile  Islands,  and  about  twenty  leagues  to  the 
southward. 

But,  thoagh  the  violent  and  contrarv  winds  we  had  met 
with  during  toe  last  six  days,  prevented  our  getting  in  with 
these  islands,  yet  the  course  we  had  been  obliged  to  hold> 
is  not  without  its  geographical  advantages.  For  the  group 
of  Tslands,  consisting  of  the  Three  Sisters,  Kunashir,  and 
Zellany,  (which,  in  U'Anville's  maps,  are  placed  in  the 
track  we  had  just  crossed,)  being,  by  this  means,  demon- 
stratively removed  from  that  situation,  an  additional  proof 
is  obtained  of  their  lying  to  the  westward,  where  Spanberg 
actually  places  them,  between  the  longitude  14i*  and  147  • 
But  as  the  space  is  occupied,  in  the  French  charts,  by  part: 
of  tile  supposed  land  of  Jeso  and  Staten  Island,  Mr  Mul- 
ler's  opinion  becomes  extremely  probable,  that  they  are  all 
the  same  lands  {  and,  as  no  reasons  appear  for  ooubting 
Spanberg's  accuracy,  we  have  ventured,  in  our  eeneral  map, 
to  reinstate  the  Three  Sisters,  Zellany,  and  Kunashir,  in: ' 
their  proper  situation,  and  have  entirely  omitted  the  rest* 
When  the  reader  recollects  the  manner  in  which  the  Rus- 
sians have  multiplied  the  islands  of  the  Northern  Archipe- 
lago, from  the  want  of  accuracy  in  determining  their  real 
situation,  and  the  desire  men  naturally  feel  of  propagating 
new  discoveries,  he  will  not  be  surprised,  that  the  same 
causes  should  produce  the  same  effects.  It  is  thus  that  the 
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Jesoian  lands,  which  appear,  both  from  the  accodnts  of  thet* 
Japanese,  and  the  earliest  Russian  traditions,  to  be  no  ^ 
other  than  the  Southern  Kurile  islands,  have  been  supposedp* 
distinct  fiomi  the  latter.    The  land  of  De  Gama  is  next  ori^ 
record;  and  was  originally  placed  nearly  in  the  same  situa*^^ 
tion  with  those  just  mentioned,  but  was  removed,  ns  ha#' 
been  already  suggested,  to  make  room  for  Staten  Island,'*. 
and  the  Company's  Land  ;  and  as  Jeso,  and  the  southern-**'* 
most  of  the  Kurilcs,  had  also  possession  of  this  space,  that 
nothing  might  be  lost,  they  weril  provided  for,  (he  fotmer 
a  little  to  the  westward^  and  the  latter  to  the  edstwai'd.     ^^ 
As  the  islands  of  Zellany  and  Kuhashir,  according  to  the 
Russian  charts,  were  still  to  the  i^buthward,  we  were  not 
without  hopeiof  beidg  able  to  mtEllife  them,  and  ^.herefbfe 
kept  our  head  as  much  to  thi6  weist^ard  as  the  #ind  would 
permit.   Oh  the  SOth,  at  noon,  we  Were  inlatitude  43**  47', 
and  Ipngitude  IdO^SO^}  and  steering  W.  by  S.i^with  a  mo- 
derate breeze  frpm  S.E.,  and  pi^babty  ndt  ni6ird  thkn  tw'en- 
ty-four  leagues  to  the  eastward  of  Zellany,  when  oiiir  good 
fortune  again  deserted  us.    For,'  at  three 'o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  the  wind,  veering  round  to  the  N.W.,  began  to 
blow  so  strong,  that  we  were  brought  under  our  foresail 
and  mizeri  stay-sail.    We  had  very  heavy  squalls  and  hard 
rain,  during  the  next  twenty-four  hours;  after  which,  the 
horizon  clearing  a  little,  and  tbe'weither  gh>witig  tbode- 
rate,  we  were  enabled  to  set  the  top-sails ;  but  the  wind,  still 
continuing  toi  blow  fi^m  the  N,W.,  baffled  all  our  endea- 
vours to  make  the  land,  and  obliged  us,  at  kst,  tb  give  up 
all  further  thoughts  of  discovery  to  the  N.  of  Japan.    We 
jBubmitted  to  this  disappointment  wit?;  ^he  greater  reluc- 
tance, lis  the  accounts  that  an^  given  of  the  inhabitants  of 
these  islands,  mentioned  at  the  end  of  the  last  section,  had 
excited  in  tis  the  greater  curiosity  to  visit  them. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  leach-rope  of  the  Resolution's  fore 
top-sail  gave  way,  and  split  the  sail.  As  this  accident  had 
often  happened  to  us  in  Captain  Cook's  life-time,  he  had 
ordered  the  foot  and  leach  ropes  of  the  topsails  to  be  taken 
out,  and  larger  fixed  in  their  stead  ;  and  as  these  also 
proved  unequal  to  the  strain  that  was  on  them,  it  is  evident, 
that  the  proper  proportion  of  strength  between  those  ropes 
and  the  sail  is  exceedingly  miscalculated  in  our  service. 
This  day  a  land-bird  perched  on  the  rigging,  and  was  ta- 
ken; 
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I(«o ;  it  was  larger  than  a  sparrow,  bat,  ih  6ther  lespects, 
•vety  like  one. 

Tiie  gale  nov"  abated  gradually ;  so  that,  in  the  morning 
of  the  22d,  we  iei;  out  the  reefs  of  the  topsails,  and  m&de 
more  sail  At  noon,  we  were  in  latitude  40*  58',  am*  loa- 
f;ilude  148*  !?'#  the  variation  S"  £.  In  the  afternoon,  anp-- 
ther  little  wanderer  from  the  land  pitched  on  the  ship,  and 
was  80  worn  out  with  fatigue,  that  it  suffered  itself  to  be 
taken  immediately,  and  died  a  few  hours  afterward.  It  was 
not  biggec  than  a  wren,  had  a  tuft  of  yellow  feathers  on  its 
head,  and  the  rest  of  it^  plumage  like  that  of  the  linnet. 
The  sparrow,  being  stronger,  lived  a  long  time.  These 
birds  plainly  indicating,  that  we  could  not  be  at  any  great 
distance  from  the  lanc^  and  the  wind,  after  varying  a  UtUe, 
fixing  in  the  evening  at  N.,  our  hopes  of  makmg  the  land 
a^ain  revived,  and  we  hauled  up  to  the  W.N.W.,  in  which 
direction,  the  southernmost  islands  seen  by  Spanberg,  and 
said  to  be  inhabited  by  hairy  men,  lay  at  the  distance  of 
about  fifty  leagues.  But  the  wind  not  keeping  pace  with 
our  wishes,  blew  in  such  ight  airs,  that  we  mitae  little  way,  - 
till  eight  next  moi.^  hen  we  bad  afresh  breeze  from 

ike  S.S.W.,  with  wh-ci>  *.  continued  to  steer  W.N.W.  till , 
the  evening.  At  noun,  we  were  in  latitude  40**  35',  longi- 
tude 146*  45' ;  the  latter  deduced  from  several  lunar  obser- 
vations taken  during  the  night.  The  variation  of  the  needle 
we  found  to  be  17'  £.  In  the  evening,  we  had  strong 
squally  gales  attended  with  rain,  and  having  passed,  in  th^ 
course  of  the  day,  several  patches  of  green  grass,  and  seen 
a  shag,  many  small  land-birds,  and  flocks  of  gulls,  it  was 
not  thought  prudent,  with  all  these  signs  of  the  vicinity  of 
land,  to  stand  on  during  the  wliol^  night.  We  therefore 
tacked  ^t  midnight,  and  steered  a  few  hours  to  the  S.E., 
and,  at  four  in  the  morning  of  the  S4th,  again  directed  our 
course  to  the  W.N.W.,  and  carried  a  press  of  sail  till  seven 
in  the  evening,  when  the  wind  shifted  from  S.S.W.  to  N., 
and  blew  a  fresh  gale.  At  this  time  we  were  in  the  latitude 
of  40*  57',  and  the  longitude  of  145*  20'. 

This  second  disappointment  in  our  endeavours  to  get  to 
the  N.W.,  together  with  the  boisterous  weather  we  bad 
met  with,  and  the  little  likelihood,  at  this  time  of  the  year, 
of  its  becoming  more  favourable  to  our  views,  were  Cap- 
tain Gore's  motives  for  now  finally  giving  up  all  farther 
search  for  the  islands  to  the  N.  of  Japan,  and  for  shaping  a 

course 
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conne  W.S.W.,  for  the  N.  part  of  that  island.  In  the 
night,  the  wind  tbiftcd  to  the  N.E./and  blew  a  fresh  sale, 
with  hard  raiot  and  hazy  weather,  which,  by  noon  of  the  . 
S5th,  brought  us  to  the  latitude  of  40*  18*,  in  the  longitude 
144*  C.  To-dajr,  we  saw  flights  of  wild-dncki,  a  pigeon 
lighted  on  our  rigging,  and  many  biri«,  like  linnets,  flew 
about  us  with  a  degree  cf  vigour  that  seemed  to  prove,  they 
bad  not  been  long  upot  ue  wing.  We  also  passed  patches 
of  long  grass,  and  a  pit.ce  either  of  sugar-cane  or  bamboo* 
These  signs,  that  land  was  at  no  great  distance,  induced  us 
to  try  for  soundings ;  but  we  found  no  ground  with  ninety 
fathoms  of  line,  Toward  evening,  the  wind  by  degrees 
shifted  round  to  the  S.,  with  which  we  still  kept  on  to  the 
W.S.W.  \  and  at  day-break  of  the  86th,  we  had  the  plea> 
sur-s  of  descrying  high  land  to  the  westward,  which  proved 
to  be  Japan.  Ac  eight,  it  extended  from  N.  W.  to  S.  by  W., 
distant  three  or  four  leagues.  A  low  flat  cape  bore  N.W. 
}  W.,  and  seemed  'o  make  the  S.  part  of  the  entrance  of  a 
bay.  Toward  the  S.  eictreme.  a  conicalrshaped  hill  bore  S. 
by  W.  i  W.  To  the  northward  of  this  hill  there  appeared 
to  be  a  very  deep  inlet,  the  N.  side  of  the  entrance  into 
which  is  formed  by  a  loW  point  of  land,  and,  as  well  as  we 
could  judge  by  bur  glasses^  has  a  small  island  near  it  to  the 
southward. 

We  stood  on  till  nine,  when  we  were  within  two  leaguea 
of  the  land,  bearing  W.  |  S.,  and  had  soundings  of  fifty- 
eight  fathoms,  with  a  bottom  of  very  fine  sand.  We  now 
tacked  and  stood  ofi^;  but  the  wind  dying  away,  at  noon  we 
had  got  no  farther  than  three  Iragues  from  the  coast,  which 
extended  from  N.Wc  by  N.  i  W.  to  S.  {  £.,  and  was,  for 
the  most  part,  bold  and  clifl^.  The  low  cape  to  the  north- 
wa  d  bore  N.W.  by  W.,  six  leagues  distant }  and  the  N. 
poinw  of  the  inlet  S.  i  W.  The  latitude,  bv  observation, 
was  40^  5',  and  longitude  14t'  28'.  The  nortnerumoii  land 
in  sight,  we  judged  to  be  the  northern  extremity  of  Japan.* 

It 

"  The  onljr  authentic  survey  of  the  etstem  coast  of  Japan,  with  which 
I  am  acquainted,  is  that  pobhshed  by  Jansen  in  his  Atlas,  and  ooiniHled 
with  great  accuracy  fitmi  the  charts  and  journals  of  the  Castrtcom  and 
Breskes.  I  have  therefore  adopted,  wherever  the  identity  of  the  situatioDB 
could  be  nearly  ascertained^  the  names  given  in  that  map  to  the  coire- 
sponding  points  and  heed-lands  seen  by  us  along  the  coast. 

Jansen  places  the  northern  extreniity  of  Japan  i^  latitude  40*  1$'.  The 
point  seen  by  us  was  fn  latitude  40^  27'. 
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It  is  lower  than  any  other  part;  and,  from  the  range  of  the 
high  lands  that  were  seen  over  it  from  the  mast-head,  the  • 
coast  appeared  evidently  to  incline  round  to  the  westward*-^ 
The  N.  point  of  the  inlet  we  supposed  to  he  Cape  Nambn*  • 
and  the  town  to  be  situated  in  a  break  of  the  high  land^^ 
toward  which  the  inlet  seemed  to  direct  itself^  The  eonn^  ^ 
try  is  of  a  moderate  height^  consisb  of  a  double  range  of  ^< 
mountains ;  it  abounds  with  wood;,  and  has  a  pleasing  va»  < 
riety  of  hills  and  dales.  We  saw  the  smoke  of  several  towns  L 
or  villages,  and  many  booses  near  tbe  shore,  in  pleasant' 
and  cultivated  situations.  > 

During  the  calm,  being^  willing  to  make  the  best  use  of  >- 
ou/  time,  w^  put  our  fishing  lines  overboard,  in  sixty  hi-' ; 
thorns  water,  but  without  any  success.  As  this  was  the  only/' 
amusement  our  circumstances  admitted,  the  disappointment  "■% 
was  always  very  sensibly  felt,  and  made  us  look  back  with  ■'^ 
regret  to  'he  cod-banks  of  the  dreary  regions  we  had  left,^ 
which  bed  supplied  us  with  so  many  wholesome  meals,  ^ 
and,  by  t  le  diversion  they  afforded,  had  given  a  variety  to  >'/ 
ti^e  wearisome  succession  of  gales  and  calms,  and  the  tedir  ^ 
ons  repeUtion  of  the  same  nautical  observations.  At  two  in '  v 
the  afcemoon>  the  breeze  freshened  Arom  the  southward, '' 
and,  by  four,  had  brought  us  under  close-reefed  topsails, 
and  obliged  us  to  stand  off  to  the  S.E.    In  consequence  of  < 
this  course,  and  the  haziness  of  the  weather,  the  land  sooii' 
disappeared.  We  kept  on  all  night,  and  till  eight  the  next  * 
mommg,  when  the  wind  coming  round  to  the  N.,  and' . 
growing  moderate,  we  made  sail,  and  steered  W.S.W.,  to- 
ward the  land  ;  bu!  did  not  make  it  till  three  in  the  after<* 
noon,  when  it  extended  from  N.W.  i  W.  to  W.  The  north-* 
ernmost  extreme  being  a  continuation  of  the  high  land, 
which  was  the  southernmost  we  had  seen  the  day  before ;  •: 
the  land  to  the  W.  we  conceived  to  be  the  Hofe  Tafel-  , 
Berg  (the  High  Table  Hill)  of  Jansen.     Between  the  twd  • ' 
extremes,  the  coast  was  low  and  scarcely  perceptible,  ex-' 
cept  from  the  mast-head.    We  stood  on  toward  the  coast 
till  eight,  when  we  were  about  five  leagues  distant ;  and,  ha*  ■ 
v.*ng  shortened  sail  for  the  night,  steered  to  the  southward, 
sounding  every  four  hours,  but  never  found  ground  with 
one  hundred  and  sixty  fathoms  of  line.  .-^msj;   »^ 

On  the  28th,  at  six  in  the  morning,  we  again  saw  land,' 
^  twelve 
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'  This  town  is  called  by  Jansen,  Nabo. 
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twelve  le^qei  tp  the  louibwi^rd  of  that  leen  the  pfeccidihg 
dfty».«xtfiiding  from  W.S.W.  to  W.  by  N.     We  steered  > 
SfWfiOMjqui^y' with  t^se  shore;  and,  »t  teo,  saw  more  laadr 
open  to  the  S.W,    Tp  .^he  westward  of  this  land,  which  is  • 
lowf  and  i)i(t,  are  two.  islands  as  we  judged,!  though  some 
dojiibU  w^re  entertain^d>  whether  they  might,  not  be  cqn-  j 
nected  ivitli  the  f^aioi^ut     ▼.  grpund.    The  hazy  weather^ 
jaiped ,  to  c^  distaoc .  y''      -oited  u$  also  from  determining^ 
whether  f\\ffe  uff  any  iu    ji  or  harbours  between  the  pro- 
jecting points,  which  seem  here  to  promise  good  shelter. 
At  nocn,  the  N.  extreme  bore  N.W.  by  if,,  aqd  a  high 

{>eaked  hill,  over  a  steep  headland,  W.  by  N.,  distant  five 
eagqes.    Our  latitude. at  this  time,  by  observation,  was,, 
38"  16',  longitude  14^  9'.,  The  mean  of  the  variation,  frpm  , 
observations  taken  bpth  in.  (he  fore  aa^.aftexacioi^,  :yia^:. 
J*  so'  ]|£..  -MfYtb   >  .      c    A!!f;'-h-,,'j  iitli  i^r  iyi'^9\ 

At  half-past  three  in  the  aftemooq,  we  lost  vght  of  tfie, 
l^nd;  and)  from  its  breakin|_  off  so  suddenly^  conjectured, 
that  what  yre  had  seen  this  day  is  an  island,  p^  perhaps,  & 
cluster  of  islands,  lying  off  the  main  land  of  Japan ;  bvt  a^  , 
the  islands,  called  by  Jansen  the  Schildpads,  and  by  Mr 
P'Anville  Matsima,  though  laid  down  nearly  in  the  same 
situation,  are  not  equal  in  extent  to  the  land  seen  by  us,  w.P 
must  leave  this  point  undecided.  Having  kept  a  S»W« 
course  during  the  remaining  part  of  the  day,  we  found  jOiirT 
selves,  at  midnight,  in  seventy  fathoms  water,  over  a  bot^ 
tom  of  fine  dark-brown  sand.  We  therefore  hauled  up  to 
the  eastward,  till  morning,  when  we  saw  the  land  again, 
about  eleven  leagues  to  the  southward  of  that  which  we  had, 
seen  the  day  betpre ;  and  at  eight,  we  were  within  six  o( 
seven  miles  pf  the  shore,  having  carried,  in  regular  sound- 
ings, from  9i:^ty-five  to  twenty  fathpm^,  over  coarse  sand 
and  gravel.  Unluckily  there  was  a  haj^e  over  the  land, 
vrhich  hinderfid  our  distinguishing  small  objects  on  it.  The 
coast  is  straight  and  un|)roken,  and  runs  nearly  in  a  N.  and 
S.  direction.  Toward  the  sea  the  ground  is  low,  but  rises 
gradually  into  hills  of  a  moderate  height,  whose  tops  are 
tolerably  even,  and  covered  with  wood. 

At  nine  o'clock,  the  wind  shifting  to  the  southward,  and 
the  sky  lowring,  we  tacked  and  stood  off  to  the  £.,  and  soon 
after,  we  saw  a  vessel,  close  in  with  tlie  land,  standing; 
along  the  shore  to  the  northward,  and  another  in  the  offing, 
coming  down  on  us  before  the  wind.   Qbjects  of  any  kind, 
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belonging  to  a  country  so  famous,  and  yet  so  Httle  kDO#ii,<. 
ill  wiir be  easily  conceived,  must  have  excited  a.genleral  cu- 
I'iosity,  and  accordingly  every  soul  on  board  was  upon  deck 
in  an  instant;  to  gaze  at  them.  As  the  vessel  to  windward 
approached  U9>  she  hauled  farlherOfT  shore  ;  upon  whiiohf 
fearing  that  we  should  alarm  them  by  the  appearance  or  a 
pursuit,  we  brought  the  ships  to,  and  she  passed  ahead  of 
us,  at  the  distance  if  about  half  a  mile.  It  wOuld  have  been 
eksy  for  us  to  have  spoken  with  them ;  but  perceiving,  by 
their  manoeuvres,  that  they  were  much  frightened^  Captain, 
Gore  vas  nol  willing  to  augment  their  terrors ;  and,  think*, 
iftg  that  we  should  have  many  better  opportunities  of.com-t 
munication  with  this  people,  suftered  them  to  go  off  with- 
out interruption.  Our  distance  did  not  oermit  qs  to  remark 
any  particulars  regarding  the  men  on  board,  who  seemed 
to  be  about  six  in  number,  especially  as  the  haziness  of  the 
weather  precluded  the  use  of  our  glasses.  According  to  the 
best  conjeotures  we  were  able  to  form,  the  vessel  was  about 
forty  tons  burthen. '  She  had  but  one  mast,  on  which  was 
hoisted  a  square  sail,-  extended  by  a  yard  aloft,  the  braces 
of  which  worked  forward.  Half-way  down  the  spII,  came 
tliree  pieces  of  black  cicth,  at  equal  distance)'  m  each 
othen  The  vessel  was  higher  at  each  end  than  in  the  mid- 
ship ;  and  we  imagined,  from  her  appearance  and  form, 
that  it  was  impossible  for  her  to  sail  any  otherwise  than 
large. 

At  noon,  the  wind  freshened,  and  brought  with  it  a  good 
deal  of  rain ;  by  three,  it  had  increased  so  much,  that  we 
were  reduced  to  our  courses;  at  the  same  time,  the  sea  ran 
as  high  as  any  one  on  board  ever  remembered  to  have  seen 
it.  If  the  Japanese  vessels  are,  as  Ktempfer  describes  them, 
open  in  the  stern,  it  would  not  have  been  possible  for  those 
we  saw  to  have  survived  the  fury  of  this  storm ;  but,  as  the 
appearance  of  the  weather,  all  the  preceding  part  of  the 
day,  foretold  its  coming,  and  one  of  the  sloops  had,  not- 
withstanding, stood  far  out  to  sea,  we  may  safely  conclude, 
that  they  are  perfectly  capable  of  bearing  a  gale  of  wind. 
Spanberg  indeed  describes  two  kinds  of  Japanese  vessels ; 
one  answering  to  the  above  description  of  Kaempfer,  the 
other,  which  he  calls  busses,  and  in  which,  he  says,  they 
ipake  their  voyages  to  the  neighbouring  islands,  exactly 
corresponds  with  those  we  saw.'        • 

'  Vide  Muller,  Fr.  ed.  pnje  215, 
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At  eight  in  the  erening,  the  gale  shifted  to  the  W., 
tvithont  abating  the  least  in  violence,  and  by  raising  a  sud- 
den swellt  io  a  contrary  direction  to  that  which  prevailed 
before,  occasioned  the  ships  to  strain  and  labour  exceed* 
ingly.  Daring  the  storm,  several  of  the  sails  were  split  oa 
board  the  ReMlution.  Indeed  they  had  been  so  long  bent, 
and  were  worn  so  thin,  that  this  accident  had  of  late  hap« 
pened  to  us  almost  daily,  in  both  ships ;  especially  when« 
Deing  stiff  and  heavy  with  the  rain,  they  became  less  able 
to  bear  the  shocks  of  the  violent  and  variable  winds  we  at 
this  time  experienced.  The  gale  at  length  growing  mode* 
rate,  and  settling  to  the  W.,  we  kept  upon  a  wind  to  the 
southward ;  and,  at  nine  in  the  morning  of  the  8(Uh»  we 
saw  the  land,  at  the  distance  of  about  fitteen  leagues,  bear* 
ing  from  W.  by  N.  to  N.W.  |  W.  It  appeared  in  > '  stacb* 
eoparts ;  but  whether  they  were  small  islands,  or  parts  of 
Japan,  oar  distance  did  not  enable  us  to  determine.  At 
noon,  it  extended  from  N.W.  to  W.,  the  nearest  land  be* 
ing  about  thirteen  leagues  distant,  beyond  which  the  coast 
seemed  to  run  in  a  westerly  direction.  The  latitude,  by  ob« 
servation,  was  30*  41^  longitude  148*  &.  The  point  to  the 
northward,  which  was  supposed  to  be  near  the  southern* 
most  land  seen  the  day  before,  we  conjectured  to  be  Cape 
de  Kennis,  and  the  break  to  the  southward  of  this  point,  to 
to  be  the  month  of  the  river  on  which  the  town  of  Gissima 
is  said  to  be  situated.  The  next  cape-is  probably  that 
called  in  the  Dutch  charts  Boomtje's  Point ;  and  the  south* 
emmost,  off  which  we  were  abreast  at  noon,  we  suppose  to 
be  near  l4>w  Point,*  and  that  we  were  at  too  ^reat  distance 
to  see  the  low  land^  in  which  it  probably  terminates,  to  the 
eastward. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  wind  veering  round  to  the  N.B.. 
we  stood  to  the  southward,  at  the  distance  of  about  eigh- 
teen leagues  from  the  shore,  trying  for  soundings  as  we 
went  along,  but  finding  none  with  one  hundred  and  fifteea 
fathoms  of  line.  At  two  the  next  morning,  it  shifted  to 
W.,  attended  with  rain  and  lightning,  and  blowing  in 
heavy  soualls.  During  the  counie  of  the  day,  we  bad  seve- 
ral small  birds  of  a  brown  plumage,  resembling  linnets,  fly- 
ing about  us,  which  had  been  Hrced  off  the  land  by  the 
strong  westerly  gales ;  bnt  toward  the  evening,  the  wind 
,  -  ,  coming 

*  Lage  Hoeek,  or  Low  Point,  is  placed  by  Jawen  in  latitude  36**  40'. 
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coining  to  the  N.W.,  we  shaped  our  contue,  slonK  with 
them,  to  W.S.W.,  in  order  to  regain  the  coast  la  the 
morning  of  the  1st  of  November,  the  wind  again  shifted  to 
S.E.,  and  bringing  with  it  fair  weather,  we  got  forty-two 
sets  of  distances  of  the  moon  from  the  son  and  stars,  with 
four  different  qaadrants,  each  set  consisting  of  six  observa- 
tions ;  these  agreeing  pretty  nearly  with  each  other,  fix  oar 
•ituation  at  noon  the  same  day»  with  great  accuracy,  in 
longitude  liP  32' ;  the  latitude,  by  observation,  was  36*  IT, 
Wc  found  an  error  of  latitude,  m  our  reckonings  of  the 
preceding  day,  of  eight  miles,  and  in  this  day's  of  seven- 
teen ;  from  whence,  and  from  our  beine  much  more  to  the 
(eastward  than  we  expected,  we  concluasd»  that  there  had 
been  a  strong  current  from  the  S.W. 

At  two  in  the  afternoon,  we  aeain  made  the  land  to  the 
westward,  at  the  distance  of  about  twelve  leagues;  the 
southernmost  land  in  sight,  which  we  supposed  to  oe  White 
Point,'*,  bore  W.S.W.  i  W. ;  a  hummock  to  the  north- 
ward, which  had  the  appearance  of  being  an  island,  bore 
N.N.W.  i  W.,  within  which  we  saw  from  the  matt-head 
low  land,  which  fte  took  to  be  Sand-down  Point."  We 
stood  in  toward  the  land,  till  half-past  five,  when  we  hauled 
our  wind  to  the  southward.  At  this  time  we  saw  a  number 
of  Japanese  vessels,  close  in  with  the  land,  several  seem- 
engaged  in  fishing,  and  others  standing  alons  shore. 
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e  now  discovered  to  the  westward  a  remarkalHy  high 
mountain,  with  a  round  top,  rising  far  inland4  There  is  no 
high  ground  near  it,  the  coast  being  of  n  moderate  eleva- 
tion, and,  as  far  as  we  could  judee,  from  the  haziness  of  the 
horizon,  much  broken  by  smaU  inlets.  But  to  the  south- 
ward of  the  hummock  island  before  mentioned,  there  ap- 
E eared,  at  a  great  distance,  within  the  country,  a  ridge  of 
ills,  stretching  in  a  direction  toward  the  mountain,  and 
probably  joining  with  it.  As  this  is  the  most  remarkable 
hill  on  the  coast,  we  could  have  wished  to  have  settled  its 
situation  exactly ;  but  iiaving  only  had  this  single  view, 
were  obliged  to  be  contented  with  such  accuracy  as  our  cir- 
cumstances would  allow.  Its  latitude  therefore  we  conceive 
to  be  95*  20',  its  longitude,  estimated  by  its  distance  from 
the  ships,  at  this  time  fifteen  iea£;ues^  140*  26^. 
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As  the  Dutch  charts  make  the  coast  of  Japan  extend 
nboul  ten  leagues  to  the  S.W.  of  White  Pointy  at  eight  we 
tacked,  and  stood  off  to  the  eastward,  in  order  to  weather 
the  point.  At  midnight,  we  again  tacked  to  the  S.W;,  ex- 
pecting to  fall  in  with  the  coast  to  the  southward,  but  wer^ 
lurprisedj  in  the  morning  at  eight,  to  see  the  hummock,  alt 
the  distance  only  of  three  leagues,  bearing  W.N.W.  We 
beganj  at  first,  to  doubt  the  evidence  of  our  senses,  and 
afterward  to  suspect  some  deception  from  a  similarity  of 
land ;  but,  at  noon,  we  found  ourselves,  by  observation,  to 
be  actually  in  latitude  35"  43',  at  a  time  when  our  reckon- 
ings gave  us  84°  48'.  So  that,  during  the  eight  hours  in 
which  we  supposed  we  had  made  a  course  of  nine  leagued 
to  the  S;W.>  we  had  in  reality  been  carried  eight  leagues 
from  the  position  wc.  left,  in  a  direction  diametrically  op- 
posite ;  which  made,  on  the  whole,  in  that  short  space  of 
time,  a  difference  in  our  reckoning  of  seventeen  leagues. 
Front  this  error,  we  calculated,  that  the  current  had  set  to 
the  N.E.  by  N.^  at  the  rate  of  at  least  five  miles  an  hour. 
Our  longitude,  at  this  time,  was  141<*  16'. 

The  weather  having  now  the  sume  threatening  appear- 
ance as  on  the  £9th  of  October,  which  was  followed  by  so 
sudden  and  Severe  a  gale,  and  the  wind  continuing  at 
S.S.E.,  it  was  thought  prudent  to  leave  the  shore,  and  stand 
off  to  the  eastward,  to  prevent  our  being  entangled  with 
the  land.  Nor  were  we  wrong  in  our  prbgnoslications ;  for 
it  soon  afterward  began,  and  continued  till  next  day,  to 
blow  a  heavy  gale,  accompanied  with  hazy  and  rainy  wea- 
ther. In  the  morning  of  the  Sd,  we  found  ourselves,  by  our 
reckoning,  upward  of  fifty  leagues  from  the  land ;  which 
circumstance,  together  with  the  very  extraordinary  effect 
of  currents  we.  had  before  experienced,  the  lat6.  season  of 
the  year,  the  unsettled  state  of  the  weather,  and  the  little 
likelihood  of  any  change  for  the  better,  made  Captain  Gore 
resolve  to  leave  Japan  altogether,  and  prosecute  our  voyage 
to  China ;  hoping,  that  as  the  track  he  meant  to  pursue 
had  never  yei  been  explored,  he  should  be  able  to  make 
amends,  by  some  new  discovery,  for  the  disappointments 
we  had  met  with  on  this  coast. 

If  the  reader  should  be  of  opinion  that  we  quitted  this 
oLjcct  too  hastily,  in  addition  to  the  facts  already  stated  it 
ought  to  be  remarked,  that  Kiempfer  describes  the  coast  of 
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Japan  ai  the  most  daneerous  in  the  whole  world  ;'*  that  it 
would  have  been  equally  dangerous,  in  case  of  diitresi ,  to 
run  into  any  of  their  harbours,  where- we  know,  from  the 
best  authorities,  that  the  aversion  of  the  inhabitants  to  any 
intercourse  with  strangers,  'has  led  them  to  commit  tM 
most  atrocious  barbarities ;  that  our  ships  were  in  a  leaky 
condition,  that  our  sails  Were  worn  out^  and  unable  to  with- 
stand, a  gale  of  wind,  and  that  the  rigging  was  so  rotten  as 
to  require  constant  and  perpetual  repairs. 

A  As  the  strong  currents,  which  set  along  the  eastern  coast 
of  Japan,  may  be  of  danrerous  consequence  to  the  naviga- 
tor, who  is  not  aware  of  their  extraordinary  rapidity,  I  shall 
take  leave  of  this  island,  with  a  summarv  account  of  their 
force  and  direction,  as  observed  by  us  from  the  1st  to  the 
8th  of  November.  On  the  1st,  at  which  time  we  were 
about  eighteen  leagues  to  the  eastward  of  White  Point, 
the  current  set  N.E.  and  by  N.,  at  the  rate  of  three  miles 

'  tin  hoar;  on  the  Sd,  as  we  approached  the  shore,  we  found 
it  cdntlnuing  in  the  same  direction,  but  increased  its  rapi- 
dity to  five  miles  an  hour;  as  we  left  the  shore  it  again  be- 
came more  moderate,  and  inclined  to  the  eastward ;  on  the 
3d,  at  the  distance  of  sixty  Ungues;  it  iet  to  the  E.N.B., 
three  miles  an  hour ;  on  the  4th  and  5th,  it  turned  to  the 
southward,  and  at  one  hundred  and  twenty  leagues  from  the 
land,  its  direction  was  S.E.,  and  its  rate  not  more  than  a 
mile  and  a  half  an  hour ;  on  the  6th  and  7th,  it  aeain 
shifted  round  to  the  N.E.,  its  force  gradually  diminishing 
till  the  8th,  when  we  could  no  longer  perceive  any  at  all. 

'i>  During  the  4lh  and  5th,  we  continued  our  course  to  the 
S.E.,  having  very  unsettled  weather,  attended  with  much 
lightning  and  rain.  On  both  days  we  passed  great  quanti- 
ties of  pumice-stone,  several  pieces  ot  which  we  took  up, 
and  found  to  weigh  from  one  ounce  to  three  pounds.  We 
conjectured  that  these  stones  had  been  thrown  into  the  sea 
by  erubtioiis  of  various  dates,  as  many  of  thein  were  cover- 
ed with  barnacles,  and  others  quite  bare.  At  the  same 
time,  we  saw  two  wild  ducks,  and  several  small  land-birds, 
and  had  many  porpoises  playing  round  us. 

*>  On  the  6th,  at  diiy-lighl,  we  altered  our  course  to  the 
S.S.W. ;  but,  at  eight  in  the  evening,  we  were  taken  back, 

.and  obliged  to  steer  to  the  S.E.    On  the  7  th,  at  noon,  we 
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MW  m  tmall  Iand-bird«  our  UUtod*,  by  •bMnrtUoa,  at  this 
time,  being  S3*  Af,  and  loogitiide  148*  48^.  On  the  Qtb, 
w«  were  in  latitude  31*  4(f,  longitude  146*  W,  when  we 
•gain  faw  a  small  land-bird,  a  tropic  bird,  porpoises,  fljring 
fishes,  and  bad  a  great  swell  from  the  1S«S.E.  We  con- 
tinued our  course  to  the  S.W^.,  having  the  winds  from  the 
northward,  without  any  remarkable  oconrranoe,  till  the 
ISth,  when  we  had  a  most  violent  gale  of  wind  from  the 
same  qjuarter,  which  reduced  us  to  the  fore-sail  and  miien 
•tay-sail ;  and,  as  the  weather  was  so  haay,  that  we  were  not 
able  to  see  a  cable's  length  before  us,  and  many  shoals  and 
small  islands  are  laid  down  in  our  charts,  in  this  part  of  the 
ocean,  we  brought-to,  with  our  heads  to  the  S.W.  At  noon, 
the  latitude  by  account  was  27*  36^,  lonaitude  144*  ftV.  In 
the  morning  of  the  ISth,  the  wind  shining  round  to  the 
N.W.,  brought  with  it  fair  weather ;  but  though  we  were, 
at  this  time  nearly  in  the  situation  eiven  to  the  island  ot 
St  Juan,  we  saw  no  appearance  or  land.  We  now  bore 
away  to  the  S.W.,  and  set  the  top-sails,  the  gale  still  con* 
tinuin^  with  great  violence.  At  noon,  the  latitude,  by  ob- 
servation, was  86^  (/,  longitude  143*  4(/,  and  variation 
3*  6Cf  K  In  the  afternoon,  we  saw  flying  fish  and  dolphins, 
also  tropic  birds  and  albatrosses.  We  still  continued  to 
pass  much  pumice-stone;  indeed,  the  prodigious  quantities 
of  this  substance  which  float  in  the  sea,  between  Japan  and 
the  Bashee  islands,  seem  to  indicate^  that  some  great  vol- 
canic convulsion  must  have  happened  in  this  part  of  the 
Pacific  Ocean ;  and  consequently  ffive  some  dtgne  of  pro- 
bability to  the  opinion  of  Mr  M!uller,  which  I  have  already 
had  occasion  to  mention,  respecting  the  separation  of  the 
continent  of  Jeso,  and  the  disappearance  of  Company*! 
Land  and  Staten  Island. 

At  six  in  the  afternoon,  we  altered  oat  coarse  to  the! 
W.S.W.,  Captain  Gore  judging  it  useless  to  steer  any 
longer  to  the  S.S.W.,  as  we  were  near  the  meridian  of  the 
Ladrones,  or  Marianne  Islands,  and  at  no  great  distance 
from  the  track  of  the  Manilla  ships.  In  the  morning  of  the 
14th,  the  weather  became  fine,  and  the  wind,  which  was 
moderate,  gradually  shifted  to  the  N.E.,  and  proved  to  be 
the  trade-wind.  At  ten,  Mr  Trevenen,  one  of  the  young 
gentlemen  who  came  along  with  me  into  the  Discovery^ 
saw  land  appearing  like  a  peaked  mountain,  and  bearing 
S.W.    At  noon,  the  latitude,  by  observation,  was  84*  S7\ 
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longitude  148*  S'.    The  lond,  which  we  now  discovered  to 
b«  an  island,  bore  S. W.  i  W.,  distant  ei/{bt  or  ten  leagues ; 

Snd  ai  two  in  the  afternoon,  we  saw  another  to  (he  W.N.  W. 
Wm  second  island,  when  sten  at  a  distance,  has  the  ap- 
pearance ol' two ;  the  south  point  consi^iing  of  a  high  co- 
nical hill,  joined  hy  n  narrow  neck  to  tiie  northern  land, 
which  is  of  a  moderate  height.  As  this  was  evidently  of 
greater  extent  than  the  island  to  the  south,  we  altered  our 
course  toward  it.  At  four,  it  bore  N.W.  by  W. ;  but,  not 
having  day-light  suiRcient  to  examine  the  const,  we  stood 
upon  our  tacks  during  the  night. 

On  the  l^th,  at  six  in  the  morning,  we  bore  away  for 
the  south  point  of  the  larger  island,  at  which  time  we  dis- 
covered another  high  island,  bearing  N  i  W.,  the  south 
island,  being  on  the  same  rhomb  lint:,  and  the  south  point 
of  the  island  ahead,  W.  by  N.  At  nine,  we  were  abreast, 
and  within  a  mile  ut*  the  middle  island,  but  Captain  Gore, 
finding  that  a  boat  could  not  land  without  some  danger 
from  the  great  surf  that  broke  on  the  sliore,  kept  on  his 
course  to  the  westward.  At  noon,  our  latitude^  oy  obser- 
vation,  was  24*  5(/,  longitude  140*  iff  C 

This  island  is  about  five  miles  long,  in  a  N.N.E.,  and 
S.S.W.  direction.  The  south  point  is  a  high  barren  hill, 
flattish  at  the  top,  and,  when  seen  from  the  VV.S.  W.,  pr0 
sents  an  evident  volcanic  crater.  The  earth,  rock,  or  sand, 
for  it  was  not  easy  to  distinguish  of  which  its  surface  was 
composed,  exhibited  various  colours,  and  a  considerable 
part  we  conjectured  to  be  sulphur,"  both  from  its  appear- 
ance to  the  eye,  and  the  strong  sulphurous  smell  which  we 
perceived  as  wc  approached  the  point.  Some  of  the  offi- 
cers on  board  the  Resolution,  which  passed  nearer  the  land, 
thought  they  saw  steams  rising  from  the  top  of  the  hill. 
From  these  circumstances.  Captain  Gore  gave  it  the  name 
of  Sulphur  Island.  A  low,  narrow  neck  of  land  connects 
this  hill  with  the  south  end  of  the  island,  which  spreads  out 
into  a  circumference  of  three  or  four  leagues,  and  is  of  a 
moderate  height.  The  part  near  (he  isthmus  has  some 
bushes  on  it,  and  has  a  green  appearance,  but  those  to  the 
N.E.  are  very  barren,  and  full  of  large  detached  rocks, 
many  of  which  were  exceedingly  white.  Very  dangerous 
breakers  extend  two  miles  and  a  half  to  the  east,  and  two 
miles  to  the  west,  ofi'  the  middle  part  of  the  island,  on 
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The  north  and  sooth  islands  appeared  to  us  as  single 
moantains  of  a  considerable  heignt;  thci  former  peaked, 
and  of  a  conical  shape ;  the  latter  more  sqaare  and  fiat  at 
the  top.  Sulphur  Island  we  place  in  latitude  24*  48',  lon- 
gitude 141*  12'.  The  north  island  in  latitude  tb"  14',  lon- 
situde  141*  IC.  The  south  iJand  in  latitude  24*  £ft',  and 
longitude  141*  86'.    The  variation  observed  was  5*  SO*  £. 

Captain  Gore  now  directed  his  course  to  the  W.S.W., 
for  the  Bashee  Islands,  hopine  to  procure,  at  them,  such  a 
supply  of  refreshments  as  would  help  to  shorten  his  stay  in 
Macao.  These  islands  were  visited  by  Dam  pier,  who  gives 
a  very  favourable  account,  both  of  the  civility  of  the  inha- 
bitants, and  of'  the  plenty  of  hogs  and  vegetables,  with 
which  the  country  abounds ;  they  were  afterwards  seen  by 
Byron  and  Wallis,  who  passed  them  without  landing.    ' 

in  order  to  extend  our  view,  in  the  day-time,  the  ships 
spread  between  two  and  three  leagues  from  each  other, 
and  during  the  night,  we  went  under  an  easy  sail ;  so  that 
it  was  scarcely  possible  to  pass  any  land  that  lay  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  our  course.  In  this  manner  we  proceed- 
ed, without  any  occurrence  worth  remarking,  with  a  fresh 
breeze  from  the  N.E.,  till  the  2£d,  when  it  increased  to  a 
strong  gale,  with  violeni  squalls  of  wind  and  rain,  which 
brought  us  under  close- 'eefed  top-sails. 

At  noon  of  the  SSd,  the  latitude,  by  account,  was  21*  5', 
and  longitude  12S<*  2(/ ;  at  six  in  the  evening,  being  now 
only  twenty-one  leases  from  the  Bashee  Islands,  accord- 
ing to  the  situation  in  M  r  Dalrymple's  map,  and  the  wea- 
ther squally  attended  with  a  thick  haze,  we  hauled  our 
wind  to  the  N.N.W.,  and  handed  the  fore  top-sail. 

During  the  whole  of  the  24th  it  rained  incessantly,  and 
the  wind  still  blew  a  storm  ;  a  heavy  sea  rolled  down  on  us 
from  the  north,  and  in  the  afternoon  we  had  violent  flashes 
of  lightning  from  the  same  quarter.  We  continued  upon 
a  wind  to  the  N.N.W.  till  nine  o'clock,  when  we  tacked, 
and  stood  to  the  S.S.E.,  till  four  in  the  morning  of  the 
S5th,  and  then  wore.  During  the  night  there  was  an  eclipse 
of  the  moon,  but  the  rain  prevented  our  making  any  ob- 
servation ;  unfortunately,  at  the  time  of  the  greatest  dail- 
ness,  a  seaman,  in  stowing  the  main-top-mast  stay-sail,  fell 
overboard,  but  laying  hold  of  a  rope,  which  providentially 
■was  hanging  out  of  the  fore-chains  into  the  water,  and  the 
ship  being  quickly  brought  in  the  wind,  he  was  got  on 
•I'  board 
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board  without  any  oiher  hurt  than  a  slight  bruise  on  his 
shoulder.  At  eight,  the  weather  clearing,  we  bore  away> 
but  the  wind  blew  still  so  strong,  that  we  carried  no  other 
sail  than  the  fore-sail,  and  the  main-top>sail  ciose-reefed. 
About  this  time  we  saw  a  land-bird  resembling  a  thrush^  • 
and  a  sugar-cane ;  at  noon,  the  latitude,  by  observation^ 
was  21*  35',  and  longitude  121**  35'. 

A|,our  situation  in  longitude  was  now  to  the  west  of  the 
Basliee,  according  to  Mr  Dalrymple's  map,  I  perceived 
that  Captain  Gore  was  governed,  in  the  course  he  was 
steering,  by  the  opinions  of  Commodore  Byron  and  Cap* 
tain  Wallis,  with  whom  he  sailed  when  they  passed  these 
islands.  The  former  placing  it  near  four  degrees  to  the 
westward,  or  in  longitude  1 18*  15'.  In  consequence  of  ^hia 
opinion,  at  two,  we  stood  to  the  southward,  with  a  view  of 
|;etting  into  the  same  parallel  of  latitude  with  the  islands^ 
before  we  ran  down  our  longitude.  At  six,  we  were  nearly 
]n  that  situation,  and  consequently  ought  to  have  been  ia 
sight  of  land,  according  to  Mr  Wallis's  account,  who  places 
the  Bashees  near  three  degrees  more  to  the  eastward  thaA 
Mr  Byron.  The  ^ale,  at  this  time,  had  not  in  the  leasfc 
abated ;  and  Captain  Gore,  still  conceiving  that  the  islands 
must  undoubtedly  lie  to  the  westward,  brought  the  ships 
to,  with  their  heads  to  the  N.W.,  under  the  fore-sail  and 
balanced  mizen. 

At  six  in  the  morning  of  the  26th,  the  wind  having  con- 
siderably abated,  we  bore  away  west ;  set  the  top-sails,  and 
let  out  the  reefs.  At  noon,  the  latitude,  by  observationi 
was  21*  12',  and  longitude  120*  25'.  We  saw,  this  day,  a 
flock  of  ducks,  and  many  tropic-birds,  also  dolphins  and 
porpoises,  and  still  continued  to  pass  several  pumice-stones* 
We  spent  the  night  upon  our  tacks,  and,  at  six  in  the  morn* 
ing  of  the  27  th)  again  bore  away  west  in  search  of  the  Ba« 
shees. 

I  now  began  to  be  a  little  apprehensive,  lest,  in  search- 
ing for  those  islands,  we  should  get  so  much  to  the  south" 
ward  as  to  be  obliged  to  pass  to  leeward  of  the  Pratas.  In 
this  case,  it  might  have  been  exceedingly  difficult  for  such 
bad-sailing  ships  as  ours  to  fetch  Macao,  particularly  should 
the  wind  continue  to  blow,  as  it  now  did,  from  the  N.N.B* 
and  N.  As  I  had  some  doubts  whether  Mr  Dalrymple's 
charts  were  on  board  the  Resolution,  I  made  sail  and  hailed 
her ;  and  having  acquainted  Captain  Gore  with  the  posi-> 

tioo 


)r 


tu 


Jklodern  Circumnavigatiom.     pakt  hi.  book  hi. 


Uon  of  ibese  shoals,  and  my  apprehensions  of  being  driven 
tp  the  southward,  he  informed  me  that  he  should  continue 
on  his  course  for  the  day,  as  he  was  still  in  hopes  of  finding 
Admiral  Byron's  longitude  right ;  and  therefore  ordered  me 
to  spread  a  few  miles  to  the  south. 
,  At  noon,  the  weather  became  hazy ;  the  latitude,  by 
reckoning,  was  21*  Q',  and  longitude  118*  80' ;  and  at  six, 
having  got  to  the  westward  of  the  Bashees,  by  Mr  Byron's 
account.  Captain  Gore  hauled  his  wind  to  the  N.W.,  un- 
der an  easy  sail,  the  wind  blowing  very  strong,  and  there 
being  every  appearance  of  a  dirty  boisterous  night.  At 
four  in  the  morning  of  the  28th,  we  saw  the  Resolution, 
then  half  a  mile  ahead  of  us,  wear,  and  immediately  per- 
ceived breakers  close  under  our  lee.  At  day-light,  we  saw 
the  island  of  Prata ;  and  at  half  past  six  we  wore  again, 
and  stood  toward  the  shoal,  and  finding  v/e  could  not  wea^ 
ther  it,  bore  away,  and  ran  to  leeward.  As  w«  passed  the 
south  side,  within  a  mile  of  the  reef,  we  observed  two  re- 
markable patches  on  the  edge  of  the  breakers,  that  looked 
like  wrecks.  At  noon,  the  latitude,  found  by  double  alti- 
tudes, was  20°  39',  longitude  1 16*  45'.  Tlie  island  bore  N. 
I  £.,  distant  three  or  four  leagues.  On  the  south-west  side 
of  the  reef,  and  near  the  south  end  of  the  island,  we  thought 
we  saw,  from  the  roast-head,  openings  in  the  reef,  which 
promised  safe  anchorage. 

The  Prata  shoal  is  of  a  considerable  extent,  being  six 
leagues  from  north  to  south,  and  stretching  thtee  or  four , 
leagues  to  the  eastward  of  the  island ;  its  limit  to  the  west- 
ward we  were  not  in  a  situation  to  determine.  The  north- 
east extremity  we  place  in  latitude  20*  58',  and  longitude 
117*;  and  the  south-west  in  latitude  20*  45',  and  longitude 
116*44'. 

.  For  the  remaining  part  of  the  day  we  carried  a  press  of 
sail,  and  kept  the  wind,  which  was  N.E.  by  N.,  in  order  to 
secure  our  passage  to  Macao*  It  was  fortunate,  that  to- 
ward evening  the  wind  favoured  us,  by  changing  two  points 
more  to  the  east ;  for  had  the  wind  and  weather  continued 
the  same  as  duripg  the  preceding  week,  I  doubt  whether 
we  could  have  fetched  that  port,  in  which  case,  we  must 
have  borne  away  for  Batavia;  a  place  we  all  dreaded  ex- 
.  ceedingly,  from  the  sad  havoc  the  uiiheallhiness  of  the  cli- 
mate had  made  in  the  crews  of  the  former  ships  that  had 
been  out  on  discovery,  and  had  touched  there. 
I...  .  In 
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'In  the  forenoon  of  the  29th,  we  passed  several  Chinese 
fishing-boats,  who  eyed  us  with  great  indifference;  They 
fish  with  a  large  dredge-net,  shaped  like  a  hollow  cone, 
having  a  flat  iron  rim  fixed  to  the  lower  part  of  its  mouth. 
The  net  is  made  fast  with  cords  to  the  head  and  stern  of  the 
boat,  which  being  left  to  drive  with  the  wind,  draws  the  t|iet 
after  it  with  the  iron  part  dragging  along  the  bottom.  We 
were  sorry  to  find  the  sea  covered  with  the  wrecks  of  boats 
that  had  been  lost,  as  we  conjectured,  in  the  late  boisterous 
weather.  At  noon,  we  were  in  latitude,  by  observation,  22° 
I'f  having  ron  one  hundred  and  ten  miles  upon  a  north-west 
course  since  the  preceding  noon.  Being  now  nearly  in  the 
latitude  of  the  Lema  Islands,  we  bore  away  W.  by  N.,  and 
after  running  twenty-two  miles,  saw  one  of  them  nine  or  ten 
leagues  to  the  westward.  At  six,  th^extremes  of  the  islands 
in  sight  bore  N.N.W.  i  W.,  and  W.N.W.  h  W.;  distant 
from  the  nearest  four  or  five  leagues;  the  depth  of  water 
twenty-two  fathoms,  over  a  soft  muddy  bottom.  We  now 
shortened  sail,  and  kept  upon  our  tacks  for  the  night.  By 
Mr  Bayly's  ^me-keeper,  the  Grand  Lema  bore  from  the 
Pratft  lsland;,\N.  60*  W .,  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  miles ; 
and  by  our  run,  N.  57*  W.,  one  hundred  and  forty-six 
miles. 

In  the  morning  of  the  SOth,  we  ran  along  the  Lema 
Isles,  which,  like  all  the  other  islands  on  this  coast,  are 
without  wood,  and,  as  far  as  we  could  observe,  without 
cultivation.  At  seven  o'clock,  we  had  precisely  the  same 
view  of  these  islands,  as  is  represented  m  a  plate  of  //>rd 
Anson's  voyage.  At  nine  o'clock,  a  Chinese  boat,  which 
had  been  before  with  the  Resolution,  came  alongside,  and 
wanted  to  put  on  board  us  a  pilot,  which,  however,  we  de- 
clined, as  It  was  our  business  to  follow  our  consort.  We 
soon  after  passed  the  rock  marked  R  in  Lord  Anson's 
plate  ;  but,  instead  of  hauling  up  to  the  northward  of  the 
Grand  Ladrone  Island,  as  was  done  in  the  Centurionr,  we 
proceeded  to  leeward. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  caution  the  mariner  not  to  take 
this  course,  as  the  danger  is  sufficiently  obvious ;  for  should 
the  wind  blow  strong,  and  the  current  set  with  it,  it  will  be 
extremely  difficult  to  fetch  Macao.  Indeed,  we  might, 
with  great  safety,  by  the  direction  of  Mr  Dalrymple's  map, 
have  gone  either  entirely  to  the  north  of  the  Lema  Isles,  or 
between  them,  and  made  the  wind  fair  for  Macao.     Our 
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tevn  of  missing  tbi«i  port,  and  being  foifced  t6  Batef ta;, 
added  to  the  strong  and  eager  desires  of  hearing  news  from 
Europe^  made  us  rejoice  to  see  the  Resolution  soon  after 
fire  a  gun,  and  hoist  her  colours  as  a  signal  for  a  pilot. 
On  repeating  the  signal,  we  saw  an  excellent  race  between 
four  Chinese  boats ;  and  Captain  Gore,  having  engaged 
iirith  the  roan  who  arrived  first,  t  carry  the  ship  to  the  • 
Typa,  for  thirty  dollars,  sent  me  word,  that,  as  we  could 
easily  follow,  that  expence  might  be  saved  to  us.  Soon 
after,  a  second  pilot  getting  on  !  card  the  Resolution,  in- 
sisted on  conducting  the  ship,  and,  without  farther  cere- 
mony, laid  hold  of  the  wheel,  and  began  to  order  the  sails 
to  be  trimmed.  This  occasioned  a  violent  dispute,  which 
at  last  was  compromised,  by  their  agreeing  to  go  shares  in 
the  money.  At  noon,  the  altitude,  by  observation,  was 
fll®  57'  N.,  and  longitude  114*  2'  E. ;  the  Grand  Ladrone 
Island  extending  from  N.W.  ^  N.,  to  N.  i  W.,  distant  four 
miles.  The  land  of  which  the  bearings  are  here  given,  we 
conceived  to  be  one  island  ;  but  afterward  found  the  wesU^ 
ern  part  to  be  the  island  marked  Z  in  Mr  Dalrymple's  chart 
of  part  of  the  coast  of  China,  Sic.  which,  at  that  time,  we 
unfortunately  had  not  on  board. 

In  obedience  to  the  instructions  given  to  Captain  Cook 
by  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  it  now  became  necessary  to 
demand  of  the  officers  and  men  their  journals,  and  what 
other  papers  they  might  have  in  their  possession,  relating 
to  the  history  of  our  voyage.  The  execution  of  these  or-, 
ders  seemed  to  require  some  delicacy,  as  well  as  firmness. 
1  could  not  be  ignorant,  that  the  greatest  part  of  our  offi- 
<:ers,  and  several  of  the  seamen,  nad  amused  themselves 
with  writing  accounts  of  our  proceedings  for  their  own  pri^ 
vate  satisfaction,  or  that  of  their  friends,  which  they  might 
be  unwilling,  in  their  present  form,  to  have  submitted  to 
the  inspection  of  strangers.  On  the  other  hand,  1  could 
not,  consistently  with  the  instructions  we  had  received, 
leave  in  their  custody  papers,  which,  either  from  careless^ 
^ess  or  design,  might  fall  into  the  hands  of  printers,  and 
give  rise  to  spurious  and  imperfect  accounts  of  the  voyage, 
to  the  discredit  of  our  labours,  and  perhaps  to  the  preju-* 
dice  of  officers,  who,  though  innocent,  might  be  suspected 
of  having  been  the  authors  of  such  publications.  As  soon, 
therefore,  as  I  had  assembled  the  ship's  company  on  deck, 
J  acquainted  them  with  the  orders  we  had  received,  and 
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the  reasons  which,  I  thought,  ought  to  induce  them  to 
yield  a  ready  obedience.  At  the  same  time,  I  told  them, 
that  any  papers  which  they  were  desirous  not  to  have  sent 
to  the  Admiralty,  should  be  sealed  up  in  their  presence, 
and  kept  in  my  own  custody,  till  the  intentions  of  the 
Board,  with  regard  to  the  publication  of  the  history  of  the 
voyage,  were  fulfilled  ;  after  which,  they  should  faithfully 
hiB  restored  back  to  them. 

^  It  is  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  I  can  relate,  that  my 
proposals  met  with  the  approbation,  and  the  cheerful  com* 
pliance  both  of  the  officers  and  men ;  and  I  am  persuaded, 
that  every  scrap  of  paper,  containing  any  transactions  rela^ 
ting  to  the  voyage,  were  given  up.  Indeed,  it  is  doing  bare 
justice  to  the  seamen  of  this  ship  to  declare,  that  they  were 
the  most  obedient  and  the  best-disposed  men  1  ever  knew, 
though  almost  all  of  them  were  very  young,  and  had  never 
before  served  in  a  ship  of  war. 


Section  IX.  >  b<»u^ 


Working  up  to  Macao. — A  Chinese  Comprador.--'Seat  o» 
^  Shore  to  visU  the  Portmueze  Governor.'^ Effeclt  of  the  !»• 
'£]  tdligence  we  received  Jrom  Europe. — Anchor  in  the  V'/P'*' 
,^^ — Paitage  up  to  Canton. — Bocca  Tygrii.—'Wampa. — ue~ 
r    script  ion  of  a  Sampane. — Reception  at  the  Englith  Factory, 

^  -^Instance  of  the  suapiciom  Character  of  the  Chinese. — Of 

..J  their  Mode  oftraditig. — Of  the  City  of  Canton.-^  Its  Size* 

•—Poptdation. — Number  of  Sampanea. — Military  Force.-- 

^^  Of  the  Streets  and  Houses, —  Fisil  to  a  Chinese.-— Return  to 

f^  Macao. — Great  Demand  for  the  Sea-Otter  Skins. — Plan 

«.  of  a  Voyage  for  opening  a  Fur-Trade  on  the  WeUem  Coast 
,.  M  America,  and  prosectUing  further  Discoveries  m  the 

\  Neighbourhood  of  Japan,— 'Dqtarture from  MacaOt-^Pifieit 

■i  of  Provisions  in  China, 
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Wb  kept  working  to  windward  till  six  in  the  evening, 
when  we  came  to  anchor,  by  the  direction  of  the  Chinese 
pilot  on  board  the  Resolution,  who  imagined  the  tide  was 
setting  against  us.  In  this,  however,  he  was  much  de-* 
ceived ;  as  we  found,  upon  making  the  experiment,  that  it 
set  to  the  northward  till  ten  o'clock.  The  next  morning 
he  fell  into  a  similar  mistake ;  for,  at  five,  on  the  appear- 
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attce  of  slack'  water,  he  gave  orders  to  get  under  weigh  j^ 
^at  the  igtioraace  he  had  discovered,  having  put  ua  on  out 
guard,  we  chose  to  be  convinced,  by  our  own  observations; 
before  w^  weigh<»rl  •,  and,  on  trying  the  tide,  we  found  a 
strong'  under-tow^  tvhich  obliged  us  f('  keep  fast  till  eleveri 
o'clock.  From  these  circumstances^  it  appears  that  th^ 
tide  had  run  down  twelve  hours. 

During  the  afternoon,  we  (<<  pt  standing  oti  our  tacks^ 
between!  the  island  of  Potoe,  and  the  (}rand  Lar^ron<>>,  ha<: 
ving  passed  to  the  eastward  of  the  former.  At  nine « 'clock; 
the  tide  beginning  to  ebb,  we  again  caiue  (o  anchor  jo  siJt 
fathoms  water*;  the  town  of  Macao  beating  N.W,,  *hre6 
leagues  distant ;  and  the  isj.ind  of  Poioe,  S.  l  W.,  two 
leagues  distant.  This  island  lies  two  leagues  to  the  N.N  W. 
of  the  island  xnarked  Z  in  Mr  DaSrymple's  cburt,  which  wej, 
at  first,  toolt  tv.«  be  pR>n  of  the  Gr^^nd  Ladrone.  It  is  small 
and  rocky  ;  and,  off  fb?  west  end^  there  is  said  to  be  foul 
ground,  though  we  pas.u.d  ntar  it  without  perceiving  any. 

In  the  forenoon  of  the  ^ii,  out  of  the  Chinese  contractors, 
who  are  called  compradon,  ji-viI  on  board  the  Resolution, 
and  sold  to  Captain  Gone  Iaj  hundred  pounds  weight  of 
beef,  together  with  s  cousiderable  quantity  of  greens; 
eranges>  aud  eggs.  A  proportionable  share  of  these  articles 
was  sent  to  the  Discovery;  and  an  agreement  made  With 
the  roan  to  furnish  us  with  a  daily  supply,  for  which,  how- 
ever, he  insisted  ou  being  paid  before-hand. 

Our  pilot,  pretending  he  could  carry  the  ships  no  farther. 
Captain  Gore  was  obliged  io  discharge  him,  and  we  were 
left  io  our  own  guidance.  »ii»v,.v 

At  two  in  the  afternoon,  the  tide  flowinj^;  Utri^  weighbd. 
Mid  workid  to  wibdward  ;  and;  at  seven,  anchored  in  three' 
and  k  half  fathoms  of  water,  Macao  bearing  W.,  three 
miles  distant.  This  situation  was,  indeed,  very  iiieligible, 
bcivij^  exposed  to  the  N.Er,  and  having  shoal  Water,  not 
iiiore  ihan  two  fathoms  and  a  half  deep,  to  leeward  ;  but 
as  no  nautical  description  is  given,  in  Lord  Anson's  voyage, 
of  the  harbour  in  whiiph  the  Centurion  anchored,  and  Mr 
Dalrymple's  general  ma^j,  whicli  was  the  only  one  on  board, 
was  on  too  stnall  a  scale  to  serve  fbr  our  direction,  the  ships 
were  obliged  to  remain  there  all  night. 

In  the  evening,  Captain  Gore  sent  me  on  shore  to  visit 
the  Portugueze  governor,  and  to  request  his  assistance  in 
procuring  refreshments  for  our  crews,  which  he  thought 
•  might 
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Slight  be  doi^'«  bh  niore  reasohable  terms  thafl  the  tbriip^a-d 
dor  woaid  and'etUike  to  farnifth  them.  At  the  sartie  time. 
I  took  a  list  of  the  naval  slorett,  oi^  which  both  v^b^eh  wer^ 
j^^eiitly  in  want;  ^ith  an  inltention  of  proceeding  iitime^ 
<imt<  „,'  to  Cahiod;  and  af>p)ying  to  the  senratfts  of  the  E^stf 
JtedJiCompariy,  who  were,  at  that  time,  rcisiidei^t  there. 
Qq  my  <irrival  at  the  citadel,  the  foit-Mhjdr  informed  ibe;' 
^hat  til -!  governor  was  sick,  and  not  able  to  see  cofnpany ; 
but  thru  we  might  be  assured  of  reeeiving  every  assistance^ 
id  their  power.  This,  however,  I  undferitodd  would  be  very 
ificonsifleiable,  as  they  were  eiiiirely  dependent  on  the^ 
Chinese;  evien  for  their  daily  subsistence.  Itideed,  the  an- 
ew r  rei  irned  to  the  first  request  I  made,  gave  nhle  a  suffi- 
cient proof  of  the  fallen  staite  of  the  Portugueze  ^6wer ; 
for,  on  iny  acquainting  the  tnajor  with  nby  desire  6F  pio- 
Cfeedi\?.^  immediately  to  Canton,  be  told  me,  that  tKey 
eould  not  venture  to  furnish  nbe  With  a  boat,  till  leave  was 
obtained  from  the  Hoppo,  or  officer  of  the  customs ;  and 
that  the  application  for  this  purpose  must  be  ihade  to  the 
Chiriese  government  at  Canton. 

The  inortiiication  I  felt  at  meetirlf^  with  this  unexpected 
delay,  could  oiily  be  equalled  by  the  extreme  impatience 
with  which  we  had  so  long  waited  for  an  opportunity  of 
recbiving  intelligence  from  Europe.  It  often  happens, 
that  itt  the  eager  piirsuit  of  an  object,  we  overlook  the 
easiest  and  most  obvious  means  of  attaitlirig  it.  This  was 
actiialltr  my  casis  at  present;  for  I  was  returning  under 
grtet  dejectiob  to  the  ship,  when  the  Portugueze  othcer, 
who  attetidied  me,  asked  me,  if  1  did  not  mean  to  visit  the 
English  gentlemeh  at  Macao.  I  need  not  add  with  what 
trans(iort  1  received  the  information  this  question  conveyed 
to  me;  nor  the  anxious  hopes  and  i^ars,  tfete  contlicl  be- 
tweeh  curiosity  and  apprelieilsioh,  which  passKxl  in  n\j^ 
mind,  as  we  talked  toward  the  house  of  one  «>t  our  coun- 
trymeti. 

In  this  state  of  agitation,  it  was  not  si^nmsing,  that  our 
reception,  though  no  way  de6cic«t  in  xNvility  or  kindness, 
should  appear  cold  and  tbrmal.  In  o«r  enquiries,  as  far  as 
they  related  to  objects  of  private  concein,  we  met,  as  was 
indeed,  to  be  expected,  with  little  or  no  satisfaction  ;  but 
the  events  of  a  public  nature,  which  had  happened  since 
our  departure,  and  now,  for  the  first  time,  burst  all  at  once 
upon  us,  overwhelmed  every  other  feeling,  and  left  us,  for 
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some  time,  almost  without  the  power  of  reflection.  For 
several  days  we  continued  questioning  each  other  about 
the  truth  of  what  we  had  heard,  as  if  desirous  of  seeking, 
in  doubt  and  suspense,  for  that  relief  and  consolation, 
which  the  reality  uf  our  calamities  appeared  totally  to  ex- 
clude. These  sensations  were  succeeded  by  the  most  poig- 
nant regret  at  finding  ourselves  cut  off,  at  such  a  distance, 
from  the  scene  where,  we  imaginedi  the  fate  of  fleets  and 
armies  was  every  moment  deciding.* 

The  intelligence  we  had  just  received  of  the  state  of  afi« 

fiairs  in  Europe,  made  us  the  more  exceedingly  anxious  to 
lasleu  our  departiite  us  iniicli  au  possible;  and  1,  tlieiefure. 
renewed  my  attempt  to  procure  a  passage  to  Canton,  bu| 
without  (fleet.  The  diflicully  arisine  from  the  established 
nnliey  ol  tiie  country,  I  was  iin««  told.  wmuM  prnliHlily  h« 
Inuch  increased  by  an  incident  that  had  happened  a  fe# 
weeks  before  our  arrival.  Captain  Panton,  in  the  Sea- 
horse, a  ship  of  war  of  twenty-lour  guns,  had  been  sent 
from  Madras,  to  urge  the  payment  uf  a  debt  owing  by  the 
Chinese  merchants  of  Canton  to  private  British  subjects  ia 
the  East  Indies  and  Europe,  whicn,  including  the  principal 
and  compound  interest,  amounted,  1  understood,  ta  near  a 
million  sterling.  For  this  purpose,  he  had  orders  to  insist 
on  an  audience  with  the  Viceroy  of  Canton,  which,  after 
some  delay,  and  not  without  reoourit  beiog  bad  to  t'lueati, 
was,  at  length,  obtained. 

The  answer  he  received,  on  the  subjeot  of  hli  mission, 
was  fair  and  satisfactory  {  but,  immediately  after  his  de- 
parture, an  edict  was  stuck  up  on  ilhe  houses  of  the  Euro- 
peans, and  in  the  public  places  of  the  city,  forbidding  all 
foreigners,  on  any  pretence,  to  lend  money  to  the  subjects 
of  the  emperor. 

This  measure  had  occasioned  veiy  serious  alarms  at  Can- 
Ion.    The  Chinese  merchants,  who  had  incarred  the  debt 
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*  It  Is  scarcely  necessary  to  inform  any  reader  that  Captain  King  here 
alludes  to  the  American  war,  in  which  first  the  French  and  then  the  Spa- 
niards took  part  against  Great  Britain.  The  passage  is  certainly  a  very 
striking  evidence  or  that  enthusiasm  which  animates  our  ealiant  seamen, 
in  all  corners  of  the  globe,  to  feel  and  to  fight  for  Old  England;  and  per- 
haps to  this  spirit,  as  well  as  to  his  eminent  profigsional  abilities  in  other 
respects,  we  may  ascribe  Captain  King's  appnintm  nt,  not  long  after  his 
return  home,  to  the  command  of  the  Resistance  ntsQ  of  war,  seat  OQ  BWv 
*«ice  tQ  the  West  Indies.— £. 
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contrary  to  the  commercial  laws  of  their  own  coatltry,  and 
denied,  in  pari,  the  justice  of  the  demand,  were  afraid  that 
intelligence  of  this  would  be  carried  to  Pekin ;  and  that 
the  emperor,  who  iiad  the  character  of  a  just  and  rigid 
prince,  might  punish  them  with  the  loss  of  their  fortunes, 
if  not  of  their  lives.  On  the  other  hand,  the  select  com- 
mittee, to  whom  the  cause  of  the  claimants  was  strongly 
Iecommended  by  the  prcgidencvof  Madras,  were  extreme- 
y  apprehensive,  lest  they  should  embroil  themselves  with 
the  (<hinrse  government  at  Canton;  and,  by  that  means, 
bring,  perhaps,  irrepnrable  mischief  on  the  Company's  af- 
fairs III  China.  Fn/  t  was  further  informed,  that  the  Man- 
dariiia  were  always  ready  to  take  occasion,  even  on  the 
slightest  grounds,  to  put  n  slop  lo  their  trading ;  and  that 
it  «vaB  (illen  with  ^real  rlifhculty,  and  never  without  certain 
mpi^iice,  that  they  coul(i  get  such  restraints  taken  off. 
These  linpositliiiis  were  daily  increasing;  and,  indeed,  £ 
found  it  a  prevailing  (ipiiiluii,  in  all  jlie  European  factories, 
that  they  should  soon  be  reduced  either  to  quit  the  com- 
merce of  that  country,  or  to  bear  the  same  indignities  to 
which  the  Dutch  are  subjected  in  Japan. 

The  arrival  of  the  Hesolution  and  Discovery,  at  such  i 
time,  could  not  fail  of  occasioning  fresh  alarms ;   and, 
therefore,  finding  there  was  no  probability  of  my  proceed- 
ing to  (>aiilon,  I  dispatched  a  letter  to  the  EngUsh  super- 
cargoes, to  BLijimiiu  theui  with  the  cause  of  our  putting 
Into  the  Typa,  to  reijjuest  their  assistance  in  procuring  me 
a  pBoSport,  and  In  forwarding  the  stores  we  wanted,  of 
irhich  I  sent  them  a  list,  as  expeditiously  as  possible. 
>    The  next  morning  I  was  accompanied  on  board  by  our 
countryman,  who  pointing  out  to  us  the  situation  of  the 
Typa,  we  weighed  at  halF  past  six,  and  stood  toward  it ; 
but  the  wind  failing,  we  came  to,  at  eight,  in  three  and  a 
half  fathoms  water ;  Macao  bearing  W.N.W.,  three  miles 
distant;  the  Grand  Ladrone  S.E.  by  8.    The  Resolution 
here  saluted  the  Portugueze  fort  with  eleven  guns,  which 
were  returned  by  the  same  number.    Early  on  the  4th,  we 
again  weighed,  and  stood  into  the  Typa,  and  moored  with 
the  stream-anchor  and  cable  to  the  westward. 
'     The  Comprador,  whom  we  at  first  engaged  with,  having 
disappeared  with  a  small  sum  of  money,  which  had  been 
given  him  to  purchase  provisions,  we  contracted  with  an- 
other, who  continued  to  supply  both  ships,  during  our 
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whole  gtay.  Tbii  was  d6ne  tecrietly,  and  in  fhe  night-time', 
under  pretence,  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  regalatiohs  ot' 
the  port ;  but  we  vaspected  nil  this  cauti6n  to  have  been 
used  with  a  view  either  of  enhancing  the  price  Of  the  arti- 
cles he  furnished,  or  of  securing  to  himself  the  profits  oi' 
his  employment,  without  being  obliged  to  share  them  with 
the  Mandarins. 

On  the  yih.  Captain  Gore  received  an  answer  from  the 
committee  of  the  EngKsh  supercargoes  at  Canton,  in  which 
they  assured  him,  that  their  best  endeavours  should  be  used 
to  procure  the  supplies  we  stood  in  need  of,  as  expeditioils- 
ly  as  possible ;  and  that  a  passport  should  be  sent  for  one 
of  his  officers,  hoping  at  th^  same  time,  that  we  were  suffi- 
ciently acquainted  with  the  character  of  the  Chinese  {go- 
vernment, to  attribute  any  delays,  that  might  Unavoidably 
happen,  to  their  true  cause. 

The  day  following,  an  English  merchant,  from  one  of 
our  settlements  in  the  East  indies,  applied  to  Captain  Gore 
for  the  assistance  of  a  few  hands  to  navigate  a  vessel  he 
had  purchased  at  Mabao,  up  to  Canton.  Captain  Gbre 
judging  this  a  good  opportunity  for  me  to  proceed  to  that 
place,  gave  orders  that  I  should  take  along  with  me  my  se- 
cond lieutenant,  the  lieutenant  of  marines,  and  ten  seamen. 
Though  this  was  not  precisely  the  mode  in  which  I  could 
have  wished  to  visit  Canton,  yet  as  it  was  very  uncertain 
when  the  passport  might  arrive,  and  my  presence  mi^ht 
contribute  materially  to  the  expediting  of  our  supplies,  I 
did  not  hesitate  to  put  myself  on  board,  having  left  orders 
with  Mr  Williamson,  tO  get  the  Discovery  ready  for  sea  as 
goon  as  possible,  and  to  make  such  additions  and  alterations 
in  her  upper  Works,  as  might  contribute  to  make  her  more 
defensible.  That  the  series  of  our  astronomical  observa- 
tions might  sufTer  no  interruption  by  my  absence,  I  entrust- 
ed'the  care  of  continuing  them  to  Mr  Trevenen,  in  whose 
abilities  and  diligence  I  could  repose  an  entire  confidence. 
^  We  left  the  harbour  of  Macao  on  the  1 1  th  of  December, 
and  sailing  round  the  south-eastern  extremity  of  the  island, 
we  steered  to  the  northward,  leaving,  as  we  passed  along, 
Lantao,  Linlin,  and  several  smaller  islands,  to  the  right. 
All  these  islands,  as  well  as  that  of  Macao,  which  lie  to  the 
left,  are  entirely  without  wood  ;  the  land  is  high  and  bar- 
ren, and  uninhabited,  except  occasionally  'ty  fishermen. 
As  we  approached  the  Bocca  Tygris,  wii    ^j  is  thirtteen 
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leagues  from  Macao,  tiie  Chineic  coast  appears  to  the  eait- 
Mff^rd  in  steep  white  cliffs ;  the  two  forls,  cuinmanding  llie 
mouth  of  the  rivers  are  exactly  in  the  same  state  as  when 
Lord  Anson  was  there  ;  that  on  the  left  is  a  fine  old  castle, 
snrrounded  by  a  grove  of  tr^es,  and  has  an  agreeable  ro- 
mantic appearance. 

We  were  here  visited  by  an  officer  of  the  customs ;  on 
which  occasion  the  owner  of  the  vessel,  being  apprehen- 
sive that,  if  we  were  discovered  on  board,  it  would  occasion 
some  alarm,  and  might  be  attended  with  disagreeable  con- 
sequences, begged  us  to  retire  into  the  cabin  below. 

The  breadth  of  the  river  above  these  forts  is  variable, 
the  banks  being  low  and  flat,  and  subject  to  be  overflowed 
by  the  tide  to  u  great  extent.  The  ground  on  each  side  in 
level,  and  laid  out  in  rice-fields ;  but  tts  we  advanced,  it 
rose  gradually  into  hills  of  considerable  declivity,  the  sides 
of  which  are  cut  into  terraces,  and  planted  with  sweet  po- 
tatoes, sugar-canes,  yams,  plantains,  and  the  cotton-tree. 
We  saw  many  lofty  pagodas,  scattered  over  the  country, 
and  several  towns  at  a  distance,  some  of  which  oppearcd 
to  be  of  a  considerable  size. 

We  did  Hot  arrive  at  WampO,  which  is  only  nine  leagues 
from  the  Bocca  Tygris,  till  the  18th,  our  progress  having 
been  retarded  by  contrary  winds,  and  the  lightness  of  the 
vessel.  Wamp^  is  a  small  Chinese  town,  off  which  the 
ships  of  the  different  nations,  who  trade  here,  lie,  in  order 
to  take  in  their  lading.  The  river,  higher  up,  is  said  by  M. 
Sonnerat  not  to  be  deep  enough  to  admit  heavy-laden  ves- 
sels, even  if  the  policy  of  the  Chinese  had  suffered  the 
Europeans  to  navigate  them  up  to  Canton ;  but  thia  cir- 
cumstance I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  decide  on,  as  no 
stranger,  I  believe,  has  been  permitted  to  inform  himself 
with  certainty  of  the  truth.  The  i^mall  islands,  that  lie 
opposite  to  tlie  town  are  allotted  to  the  several  factories, 
who  have  built  warehouses  for  the  reception  of  the  mer- 
chandise that  is  brought  down  from  Canton. 

From  Wamp^,  I  immediately  proceeded  in  a  aampane, 
or  Chinese  boat,  to  Canton,  which  is  about  two  leagues 
and  a  half  higher  up  the  river.  These  boats  are  the  neat- 
est and  moBt  convenient  for  passengers  1  ever  saw.  They 
are  of  various  sizes,  almost  flat  at  the  bottom,  very  broad 
upon  the  b«am,  and  narrow  ut  the  head  and  stern,  which 
are  raised  and  ornamented  ;  ihe  middle,  Nvhere  we  sat,  was 
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arched  over  with  a  roof  ofbambooi  which  may  be  raised  or 
lowered  at  pleasure ;  in  the  tides  were  small  windows  with 
•huttera,  and  the  apartment  was  furnished  with  handsome 
mats,  chairs,  and  tables.  In  tlie  stern  was  placed  a  small 
waxen  idol,  in  a  case  of  gilt  leather,  before  which  stood  « 
pot,  containing  lighted  tapers  made  of  dry  chips,  or  match- 
es, and  gum.    The  hire  of  this  boat  was  a  Spanish  dollar. 

1  reached  Canton  a  little  after  it  was  dark,  und  landed  at 
the  £nglish  factory,  where,  though  my  arrival  was  very  un- 
expected, I  was  received  with  every  mark  of  attention  and 
civility.  Tiie  select  committee,  at  this  time,  consisted  of 
Mr  Vitzhugh,  the  president,  Mr  Bevan  and  Mr  Rapier. 
They  immediately  gave  me  an  account  of  such  stores  as 
the  ludiH  ships  were  able  to  afford  us ;  and  though  I  have 
not  tlie  smailt  st  doubt,  that  the  commanders  were  desirous 
o\  attsiHting  us  with  every  thing  they  could  spare,  consist- 
ently with  a  regard  to  their  own  safety,  and  the  interest  of 
tlu'ir  employers,  yet  it  was  a  great  disappointment  to  me 
to  find  in  their  list  scarcely  any  articles  of  cordage  or  can- 
vass, of  butli  which  we  stood  principally  in  need.  It  was, 
however,  some  consolation  to  understand,  that  the  stores 
were  in  readiness  for  shipping,  and  that  the  provisions  we 
required  might  be  had  at  a  day's  notice.  Wishing,  there* 
fore,  to  make  my  stay  here  as  short  as  possible,  I  requested 
the  gentlemen  to  procure  junks  or  boats  for  me  the  next 
day,  with  an  intention  ol  leaving  Canton  the  following 
one  ;  but  I  was  soon  informed,  that  a  business  of  that  kind 
was  not  to  be  transacted  so  rapidly  in  tbU  country ;  that 
leave  must  be  first  procured  from  the  viceroy ;  that  the 
HoppOf  or  principal  ofHcer  of  the  customs,  must  be  applied 
to  for  chop$,  or  permits ;  and  that  these  favours  were  not 
granted  witliout  mature  deliberation  :  in  short,  that  pa- 
tience was  an  indispensable  virtue  in  China ;  and  that  they 
hoped  to  have  the  pleasure  of  making  the  factory  agreeable 
to  nie,  for  a  few  days  longer  than  I  seemed  willing  to  fa- 
vour them  with  my  company. 

Though  I  was  not  much  disposed  to  relish  this  compli- 
ment, yet  1  could  not  help  being  diverted  with  an  incident 
that  occurred  very  opportunely  to  convince  me  of  the  truth 
of  thf:ir  representations,  and  of  the  suspicious  character  of 
tht  Cliinese.  The  reader  will  recollect,  that  it  was  now 
about  fifteen  days  since  Captain  Gore  had  written  to  the 
factory,  to  desire  their  assistance  in  procuring  leave  for  one 
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of  hii  officers  to  pan  to  Canton.  In  conieqaence  of  this 
application,  ihev  had  engaged  one  of  the  principal  Chineie 
mercbMiti  of  tne  place,  to  interest  himself  in  our  favour, 
and  to  solicit  the  business  with  the  viceroy.  This  person 
came  to  visit  the  president,  whilst  wc  were  talking  on  the 
•abject,  and  with  great  satisfaction  and  complacency  in  his 
countenance  acquainted  him,  that  he  had  at  last  succeeded 
in  his  applications,  and  that  a  passport  for  one  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Ladrotie  ship  (or  pirate)  would  be  ready  in  a 
few  days.  The  president  immediately  told  him  not  to  give 
himself  any  farther  trouble,  as  the  officer,  pointing  to  me, 
was  already  arrived.  It  in  impossible  to  describe  the  ter- 
ror which  seized  the  old  man  on  hearing  this  intelligence. 
His  head  sunk  upon  his  breast,  and  the  sofa  on  which  he 
was  sitting  shook,  from  the  violence  of  iiis  agitation.  Whe- 
ther the  Ladrone  ship  was  the  object  of  his  apprehensions, 
or  his  own  government,  I  could  not  discover ;  but  after 
continuing  in  this  deplorable  state  a  few  minutes,  Mr  Be» 
van  badenim  not  despnir,  and  recounted  to  him  the  man- 
ner in  Hhich  1  had  passed  from  Macao,  the  reasons  of  my 
journey  to  Canton,  and  my  wishes  to  leave  it  as  soon  as 
possible.  This  last  circuinslance  seemed  particularly  agree- 
able to  him,  and  gave  me  hopes,  that  I  should  find  him 
equally  disposed  to  hasten  my  departure ;  and  yet,  ns  soon 
as  he  had  recovered  the  courage  to  speak,  he  began  to  re- 
count the  unavoidable  delays  tnat  would  occur  in  my  busi- 
ness, the  difficulty  of  gainmg  admittance  to  the  viceroy, 
the  jealousies  and  suspicions  of  the  Mandariru,  respecting 
our  real  designs,  which  had  risen,  he  said,  to  an  extraordi- 
nary height,  from  the  strange  account  we  had  given  of  our- 
selves. 

Afier  waiting  several  days,  with  great  impatience,  for 
the  event  of  our  application,  without  understanding  that 
the  matter  was  at  ail  advanced  toward  a  conclusion,  [  ap- 
plied to  the  commander  of  an  English  country  ship,  who 
was  to  sail  on  the  25th,  and  who  offered  to  take  the  men 
and  stores  on  board,  and  to  lie-to,  if  the  weather  should 
permit,  off  Mtcao,  till  we  could  send  boats  to  take  theoi 
Out  of  his  ship.  At  the  same  time  he  apprised  me  of  the 
danger  there  might  be  of  his  being  driven  with  them  out  to 
sea.  Whilst  I  was  doubting  what  measures  to  pursue,  the 
commander  of  another  country  ship  brought  me  a  letter 
Crom  Captain  Gore^  in  which  he  acquainted  me,  that  he 
•  *'  hud 
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had  engaged  him  to  bring  us  down  from  C^tntpn,  and  t;o 
deliver  the  stores  we  had  procured*  at  his  own  rislc^  in  tl\e 
Typa.  All  our  difficulties  being  thus  removecl,,!  had  leisure 
to  attend  to  the  purchase  of  our  provisions  and  stores^ 
which  was  completed  on  the  2f)th;  aiid  the  day  following, 
^e  whole  stock  was  sent  on  board. 
''   As  Canton  was  likely  to  be  the  most  advantagepus  mar- 
iket  for  furs,  I  was  desired  by  Captain  Qore  to  carry  with 
me  about  twenty  sea  otters'  skins,  chiefly  tlie  property  pf 
our  deceased  commanders,  and  to  dispose  of  them  at  the 
best  price  I  could  prpcure ;  a  commissiou  which  gave  n^e 
an  opportunity  of  becoming  a  little  acquainted  wi^h  the 
genius  of  the  Chinese  for  trade.    Having  acquainted  some 
of  the  English  supercargoes  with  these  circumstances,  I  de- 
sired them  to  recommend  me  to  some  Chinese  n^erchant 
of  credit  and  reputation,  who  would  at  once  offer  me  a  fair 
and  reasonable  price.  I  was  accordingly  directed  to  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Hong;  a  society  of  the  principal  merchants  pf 
the  place  ;  who  being  fully  informed  of  the  nature  of  the 
business,  appeared  sensible  of  the  delicacy  of  my  situation ; 
assured  me  1  might  depend  on  his  integrity  ;  and  that,  in 
a  case  of  this  sort,  he  should  consider  himself  merely  as  an 
agent,  without  looking  for  any  pro6t  to  himself.     Having 
laid  my  goods  before  him,  he  examined  them  with  great 
care,  over  and  over  again,  and  at  last  told  me,  that  he  could 
not  venture  to  offer  more  than  three  hundred  dollars  for 
them.    As  I  knew,.from  the  price  our  skins  had  sold  for  in 
Kamtschatkn,  that  he  had  not  offered  me  one-half  their  va- 
lue, I  found  myself  under  the  necessity  of  driving  a  bar- 
gain. In  my  turn,  I  therefore  demanded  one  thousand ;  my 
Chinese  then  advanced  to  five  hundred ;  then  offered  me 
a  private  present  of  tea  and  porcelain,  amounting  to  one 
hundred  more ;  then  the  same  sum  in  money;  and,  lastly, 
rose  to  seven  hundred  dollars,  on  which  I  fell  to  nine  hun- 
dred.    Here,  each  side  declaring  he  would  not  recede,  we 
parted  ;  but  the  Chinese  soon  returned  with  a  list  of  India 
goods,  which  he  now  proposed  I  should  take  in  exchange, 
and  which,  I  was  afteiwards  told,  would  have  amounted  in 
value,  if  honestly  delivered,  to  double  the  sum  he  hud  be- 
fore offered.  Findine  I  did  not  choose  to  deal  in  this  mode, 
he  proposed  as  his  uUimatum,  that  we  should  divide  the  dif- 
ference, which,  being  tired  of  the  contest,  1  consented  to, 
and  received  the  eight  hundred  dollars. 

'  The 
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.  <  Hie  ill  health,  which  at  this  time  I  laboured  unrler,  left 
me  little  reason  to  lament  the  very  narrow  limits  within 
which  the  policy  of  the  Chinese  ubli^ts  every  European  at 
Canton  to  confine  his  curiosity.  I  should  dtherwise  have 
fell  exceedingly  tantalized  with  living  und<?r  the  walls  of  so 
great  a  city,  lull  of  objects  of  novelty,  without  being  able 
to  enter  it.  The  accounts  given  of  this  place,  by  Peres  le 
Cbmte  and  Du  Halde,  are  in  every  one's  hand.  These  au- 
thors have  lately  been  accused  of  great  exaggeration  by  M. 
Sonnerat;  for  which  reason,  the  following  observations^ 
collected  from  the  information  with  which  1  have  been 
obligingly  furnished  by  several  English  gentlemen,  who 
were  a  long  time  resident  at  Canton,  may  not  be  unaccept- 
able to  the  public. 

Canton,  including  the  old  and  new  town,  and  the  sub- 
urbs, is  about  ten  miles  in  circuit.  With  respect  to  its  po- 
pulation, if  one  may  judge  of  the  whole,  from  what  is  seen 
in  the  suburbs,  1  should  conceive  it  to  fall  considerably 
hort  of  an  European  town  of  the  same  magnitude.  Le 
Comte  estimated  the  number  of  inhabitants  at  one  million 
nve  hundred  thousand  ;  Du  Halde  at  one  million ;  and  M; 
Sonnerat  says  he  has  ascertained  them  to  be  no  more  than 
seventy-five  thousand  ;  *  but  as  tiiijs  gentleman  has  not  fa- 
voured us  with  the  grounds  on  which  his  cakalation  was: 
founded,  and,  besides,  appears  as  desirous  of  depreciating 
every  thing  that  relates  to  the  Chinese,  as  the  Jesuits  may 
be  of  magnifying,  \m  opinion  certainly  admits  of  some 
doubt.  The  following  circuaistances  may  perhaps  lead  the 
reader  to  form  a  judgment  with  tolerable  accuracy  on  this 
subject. 

A  Chinese  house,  undoubtedly,  occupies  ir.ore  space  than 
is  usually  taken  up  by  houses  in  Hurope ;  but  the  propor- 
tion, suggested  by  JVl.  Sonnerat,  of  four  or  five  to  one,  cer- 
tainly goes  much  beyond  the  truth.  To  this  should  be  add- 
ed, that  a  great  many  houset*,  in  tlie  subui  bs  of  Canton,  are 
occupied  for  cornniercial  purposes  oni\,  by  nierciiants  and 
rich  tradesmen,  whose  families  live  eittntly  vtitliin  *ne  city; 
On  the  other  hand,  a  Chinese  lamiiy  ap^jears  to  consist,  on 
an  average,  of  more  persons  than  an  European.  A  Mauda- 
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riu,  according  to  hia  rank  and  substance^  has  from  five  to 
twenty  wives.  A  merchant,  from  three  to  five.  One  of  this 
class  at  Canton,  had,  indeed,  twenty-five  wives,  and  thirty- 
six  children  ;  but  this  was  mentioned  to  me  as  a  very  ex- 
traordinary instance.  An  opalent  tradesman  has  usnally 
two;  and  the  lower  class  of^peOple  very  rarely  more  than 
one.  I'heir  servants  are  at  least  double  in  number  to  those 
employed  by  persons  of  the  same  condition  in  Europe.  If^ 
then,  we  suppose  a  Chinese  family  one-third  larger,  and  an 
European  house  two-thirds  less  than  each  other,  a  Chinese 
city  will  contain  only  half  the  number  of  inhabitants  con- 
tained in  an  European  town  of  the  same  size.  According 
to  these  data,  the  city  and  suburbs  of  Canton  may  probably 
contain  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand. 

With  respect  to  the  number  of  inhabited  sampnnes,  I 
found  different  opinions  were  entertained ;  but  none  pla- 
cing them  lower  tnan  forty  thousand.  They  are  moored  in 
TOWS  close  to  each  other,  with  a  narrow  passage,  at  iuter- 
Tals,  for  the  boats  to  pass  up  and  down  the  river.  As  the 
Tygris,  at  Canton,  is  somewhat  wider  than  the  Thames  at 
London ;  and  the  whole  river  is  covered  in  this  manner  for 
the  extent  of  at  least  a  mile,  this  account  of  their  number 
does  not  appear  to  me  in  the  least  exaggerated  ;  and  if  it 
be  allowed,  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  sampanes 
alone  (for  each  of  them  contains  one  family)  must  amount 
to  nearly  three  times  the  number  supposed  by  M.  Sonne- 
rat  to  be  in  the  whole  city. 

The  mihtary  force  of  the  province,  of  which  Canton  is 
the  capital,  amounts  to  fifty  thousand  men.  It  is  said,  that 
twenty  thousand  are  stationed  in  and  about  the  city ;  and, 
as  a  proof  of  this,  I  was  assured,  that,  on  the  occasion  of 
some  disturbance  that  had  happened  at  Canton,  thirty 
thousand  men  were  drawn  together  within  the  space  of  a 
few  hours.  it*':'     ^.  s;.    -o;*;  ;^.«>v;.j  i43tKf^wif>i..f;ift;»J 

The  streets  are  long,  and  most  of  them  narrow  and  irre- 
gular, but  well  paved  with  large  stones,  and,  rbr  the  most 
part,  kept  exceedingly  clean.  The  houses  are  built  ot  brick, 
one  story  high,  having  generally  two  or  three  courts  back- 
ward, in  which  are  the  warehouses  for  merchandise,  and,  in 
the  houses  within  the  city,  the  apartments  for  the  women. 
A  very  few  of  the  meanest  sort  are  built  of  wood. 

The  houses  belonging  to  the  European  factors  are  built 
on  an  handsome  quay,  with  a  regular  fagade  of  two  storiies 
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toward  the'rivel-,  and  disposed  within,  partly  afler  the  Eu- 
ropean, and  partly  after  the  Chinese  manner.  Adjoining  to 
these  are  a  numbfr  of  houses  belonging  to. the  Chinese, 
&nd  liired  out  to  the  commanders  of  ships  and  merchants, 
who  make  an  occasional  stay.  As  no  European  is  allowed 
to  bring  his  wife  to  (^anton,  the  English  supercargoes  live 
together  at  a  common  table,  which  is  kept  by  the  compa- 
ny, and  have  each  a  separate  apartment,  consisting  of  three 
or  four  rooms.  tl»e  t\ine  of  their  residence  seldom  exceeds 
eight  months  annually  ;,4md: as  they  are  pretty  constantly 
employed,  during  that  timcj  in  the  service  of  the  company, 
they  may  submit  with  ^the  less  regret  to  the  restraints  they 
are  kept  under.  They  very  rarely  pay  any  visits  within  the 
wails  of  Canton,  except  on  public  occasions.  Indeed,  no- 
thing gave  me  so  unfavourable  an  idea  of  the  character  of 
the  Chinese,  as  to  find,  that,  amongst  so  many  persons  of 
Hberal  minds  and  amiable  manners,  some  of  whom  have 
resided  in  that  country  for  near  fifteen  years  together,  they 
have  never  formed  any  friendship  or  social  connection.  As 
soon  as  the  last  ship  quits  Wampti,  they  are  all  obliged  to 
retire  to  Macao ;  but,  as  a  proof  of  the  excellent  police  of 
the  country,  they  leave  all  the  money  they  possess  in  spe- 
cie behind  them,  which,  I  was  told,  sometimes  amounted 
to  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling,  and  for  which 
they  had  no  other  security  than  the  seals  of  the  merchants 
of  the  hong,  the  viceroy,  and  mandarins.  ^ '  "f/  ^**  '"f^ 
During  my  stay  at  Canton,  I  was  carried,  ty  one  of  the 
English  gentlemen,  to  visit  a  person  of  the  first  conse- 
quence in  the  place.  We  were  received  in  a  long  room  or 
gallery,  at  the  upper  end  of  which  stood  a  table,  with  a 
large  chair  behind  it;,  and  a  row  of  chairs  extending  from 
it  on  each  side  down  the  room.  Being  previously  instruct- 
ed, that  the  point  of  civility  consisted  in  remaining  as  long 
unseated  as  possible,  I  readily  acquitted  myself  of  this  piece 
of  etiquette ;  after  which  we  were  entertained  with  tea  and 
some  preserved  and  fresh  fruits.  Our  host  was  very  fat, 
with  a  heavy  dull  countenance,  and  of  great  gravity  in  his 
deportment.  He  spoke  a  little  broken  English  and  Portu- 
guese ;  and,  after  We  had  taken  our  refreshment,  he  car- 
ried us  about  his  house  and  garden;  and  having  shewed 
us  all  the  improvements  he  wias  making,  we  took  our  leave. 
i  Having  procured  an  account  of  the  price  of  provisions  at 
Canton,  as  settled  for  the  year  1780,  which  the  reader  will 
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find  at  the  end  of  this  section,  I  have  only  to  observe,  that 
the  differt^nt  articles  are  supposed  to  be  the  beat  of  the 
kind ;  and  that  the  natives  purchase  the  same  for  nearly 
one-third  leu  than  the  price,  which,  in  the  list,  is  fixed  on- 
ly for  strangers. 

I  bad  hitnerto  intended,  as  well  to  avoid  the  trouble  and 
delay  of  applying  for  passports,  as  to  save  the  unnecessary 
expence  of  hiring  a  sam pane,  which,  I  understood,  amount- 
ed at  least  to  twelve  pounds  sterling,  to  so  alon^  with  the 
stores  to  Ma«u>,  in  the  country  merchants  ship  i  have  be- 
fore mentioned ;  but  having  received  an  invitation  i'rom 
tv/o  ij.nglish  gentlemen,  who  had  obtained  passports  for 
four,  ^  accepted,  along  with  Mr  Philips,  their  offer  of 
placci*  in  a  Chinese  boat,  and  left  Mr  Laiinybn  to  take  care 
of  the  aicn  cod  stores,  which  were  to  sail  the  next  day.  In 
the  evening  of  the  Sdth,  I  took  my  leave  of  the  supercar- 
goes, having  thanked  them  for  their  many  obliging  favours; 
amongst  which  I  must  not  forg«?t  to  niction  an  handsome 

f present  of  tea  for  the  use  of  the  ships'  companies,  and  a 
arge  collection  of  English  periodical  publications.  The 
latter  we  found  a  valuable  acquisition  ;  us  they  both  served 
to  amuse  our  impatienoe,  during  our  tedious  voyage  home, 
and  enabled  us  to  return  not  total  strangers  to  what  had 
been  traniiacting  in  our  native  country.  At  one  o'clock  the 
next  uiorning  we  left  Canton,  and  arrived  at  Macao  about 
the  same  hour  the  day  following,  having  passed  down  a 
channel,  wbieh  liec  to  the  westward  of  that  by  which  we 
had  coiae  up. 

During  oor  absence,  a  brisk  trade  hitd  been  carrying  on 
with  the  Chinese  for  the  sea-utter  skins,  which  had  every 
'i«y  been  rising  in  their  value.  One  of  our  seamen  sold  his 
stock  alone  for  eieht  hundred  dollars;  and  a  hw  prime 
skins,  Wt^ich  were  clean,  and  had  been  well  preserved,  were 
sold  for  ont  hundred  and  twenty  each.  The  whole  amount 
of  the  value,  in  sp«cie  and  goods,  that  waa  got  fur  the  furs, 
m  both  ships,  1  £tcu  confident,  did  not  fall  short  of  two 
thousand  pounds  sterling ;  and  it  was  generally  suupoaed, 
that  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  quantity  we  had  originally 
got  from  the  Americans,  were  s>poile<i  and  worn  out,  or  had 
been  given  away,  and  otherwise  disposed  of  in  Kamtschat- 
l<a.  When,  in  addition  to  thrse  facts,  it  is  remembered, 
that  the  furs  were  at  first  cciiecled  without  our  having  any 

idea  of  their  real  value ;  th?^t  tl^e  gveatest  pjiyrt  had^  bee^ 
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worn  by  the  Tadiain^  fromyiiona- we  purchased  llieai ;  that 
they  were  af|«rward  pireterved  with  little  care,  and  fre- 
quently ufled  for  bed-clothe»,  and  other  pnrpoMB,  during 
our  cruise  to  the  north;  and  that,  prottablyy  wt  had  never 
got  the  fulKvabe  for  them  in  China;  the  advantages  that 
nkigKf  be  derived  from  a  voyage  to  that  part  df  the  Ame- 
rican coast,  undertaken  with  commercial  views,  appear  to 
me  of  a  degree  of  importance  sufficient  to  call  for  ||ie  At* 
tention  of  the  poWlc.        '  ifl  loia<!»<  ,.  .  hit  >'J  o  .^v^« 

The  rage  with  which  our  seamen  were  possetM^  to  re- 
turn to  Cook's  river,  and  by  another  cargo  of  ikins  to 
make  their  fortunes,  at  one  time  was  not  far  short  of  muti- 
ny ;  and  1  must  own,  i  could  not  help  indulging  myself  in 
a  project,  which  the  disappointment  we  had  suffered,  in 
being  obliged  to  leave  the  Japanese  archipelago,  and  the 
northern  coast  of  China,  unexplored,  first  suggested  ;  and, 
by  what  I  conceived,  that  object  might  still  be  haiipily  ac- 
complished, through  means  of  the  Cask  India  Compf>,ny, 
not  only  without  expence,  but  even  with  ttv;  -pnispeci  of 
very  considerable  advantages.  Though  the  Sttbatidii  of  af- 
fairs at  home,  or  perhaps  greater  difficulties  in  the  execu- 
tion of  my  scheme  than  i  had  foreseen,  have  hitherto  pre- 
vented its  being  carried  into  effect,  yet,  as  I  find  the  plan 
in  my  journal,  and  stiH  retain  my  partiality  for  it,  1  hope  it 
will  not  be  entirely  forei^  lO  the  nature  of  this  work,  if  I 
beg  leave  to  insert  it  here. 

I  proposed  then,  that  the  company's  China  ships  should 
carry  an  additional  compiemert  of  men  each,  making  in 
all  one  hundred.  Two  vessels,  am*  of  two  hundred,  and  the 
other  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tOfM,  might,  I  was  told,  with 
proper  notice,  be  readily  purchased  at  Oanton;  and,  as 
victualling  is  not  dearer  there  than  in  Europe,  1  caiiMlBtej 
that  they  might  be  completely  fitted  out  for  sea,  #ith  a 
year's  pay  and  provision,  for  six  thousand  pounds,  ia^la- 
ding  the  purchase.  The  expence  of  the  necessary  articles  foc 
barter  is  scarcely  worth  mentioning.  I  would^,  by  all  means, 
recommend,  that  each  ship  shcuTd  have  five  tons  of  un- 
wr ought  iron,  a  forge,  and  an  expert  smith,  with  a  jonrney- 
masi  and  apprentice,  who  might  be  ready  to  forge  such 
tools  as  it  should  appear  the  Indians  were  most  desirous  of. 
Por,  though  six  of  the  finest  skins  purchased  by  us,  were 
got  for  a  do'zen  large  green  glass  beads,  yet  it  is  well  known, 
'  th^t  the  fancy  of  these  people  for  articles  of  ornament  is 
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exceedingly  caiuricious  ;   and  that  iron  ia  the  only  sure 

<  commodity  for  their  market.  To  this  might  be  added  a  few 

'  gross  of  iarge^pointed  case»kaives,  some  bales  of  coarse 

.  woollen  cloth)  (lineb  they  would  not  accept  of  from  us,) 

and  a  barrel  or  two  of  copper  and  glass  trinkets. 

I  have  here  proposed  two  ships,  not  onlv  for  the  greater 
security  of  the  expedition,  but  because  I  think  single  ship* 
ought  never  to  be  sent  out  on  discoveries.  For  where  risks  . 
are  to  be  run,  ^nd  doubtful  and  hazardous  experiments 
tried,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  single  ships  should  ven- 
ture so  far,  as  where  there  is  some  security  provided  against 
untoward  accident. 

Th«  vesfidls  being  now  ready  for  sea,  will  sail  with  the 
first  soulii^weaterly  monsoon,  which  generally  sets  in  about 
the  begl'^rjing  of  April.     With  this  wind  they  will  steer  to' 
the  an  ■hvfardf  ainog  the  coast  of  China,  beginning  a  move 


no 


C'^^nrate  survey  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  Kyana,  or  the 
5  tirJn  River,  in  latitude  SO",  which,  I  believe,  is  the  ul- 
'  Most  limit  of  this  coast  hitherto  visjled  by  European  ships. 
As  the  enf'of  that  deep  gulf  called  Whang  Hay,  or  the 
Yellost^  Ssf^  is  at  present  unknown,  it  must  be  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  commander,  to  proceed  up  it  as  far  as  he 
may  judge  prudent;  but  he  must  be  cautious  not  to  en- 
tangle himself  too  far  in  it,  lest  he  should  want  time  for  the 
prosecution  of  the  remaining  part  of  his  enterprise.  The 
same  discretion  must  be  used  when  he  arrives  m  the  Straits 
of  Tessoi,  with  respect  to  the  islands  of  Jeso,  which,  if  the 
wind  and  weather  be  favourable,  he  will  not  lose  the  op- 
portunity of  exploring. 

Having  proceeded  to  the  latitude  of  51*  40',  where  he 
will  make  the  soothernraost  point  of  the  island  of  Saga- 
leen,  beyond  which  the  sea  of  Okotzk  is  sufficiently  known, 
he  will  steer  to  the  southward,  probably  in  the  beginning 
of  June,  and  endeavour  to  fall  in  with  the  southernmost  of 
the  Kurile  Islands.  Ooroop,  or  Madeschda,  according  to 
the  accounts  of  the  Russians,  will  furnish  the  ships  with  a 
good  harbour,  where  they  may  wood  and  water,  and  take 
in  such  other  lefreshuients  as  the  place  may  aiford.  To- 
ward the  end  of  June,  they  will  shape  their  cour  .:  for  the 
Shummagins,  and  from  thence  to  Cook's  River,  purchasing, 
as  they  proceed,  as  many  skins  as  they  are  able,  without 
losiug  too  oiuch  time,  since  they  ought  to  steer  again  to 
the  southward,  and  trace  the  coast  with  great  accuracy 
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from  the  latitude  of  56^  to  50*,  the  space  from  Trhich  we 
were  driven  out  of  eight  of  land  by  contrary  winds.  It 
should  here  be  remarked,  that  I  consider  the  purchase  of 
skins,  in  this  expedition,  merely  a  secondary  object,  for 
defraying  the  expence ;  and  it  cannot  be  doubted,  from 
our  experience  in  the  present  voyage,  that  two  hundred 
and  fifty  skins,  worth  one  hundred  dollars  each,  may  be 
procured  withopt  any  loss  of  time  ;  especially  as  it  is  pro- 
bable they  will  be  met  with  along  the  coast  to  the  south- 
ward of  Cook's  River.  ' 

Having  spent  three  months  on  the  coast  of  America, 
they  will  set  out  on  their  return  to  China  early  in  the 
month  of  October,  avoiding,  in  their  route,  as  much  as 
possible,  the  tracks  of  former  navigators.  I  have  now  only 
to  add,  that  if  the  fur  trade  should  become  a  fixed  object 
of  Indian  commerce,  frequent  opportunities  will  occur  of 
completing  whatever  may  be  left  unfinished,  in  the  voy- 
age of  which  I  have  here  ventured  to  delineate  the  out- 
lines. 

The  barter  whioVi  had  been  carrying  on  with  the  Chinese 
for  sea-otter  skins,  had  produced  a  very  whimsical  change 
in  the  dress  of  all  our  crew.  On  our  arrival  in  the  Typa, 
nothing  could  exceed  the  ragged  appearance  both  of  the 
younger  officers  and  seamen ;  for,  as  our  voyage  had  al- 
ready exceeded,  by  near  a  twelvemonth,  the  time  it  was  at 
first  imagined  we  should  remain  at  sea,  almost  the  whole  of 
our  original  stock  of  European  clothes  had  been  long  worn 
out,  or  patched  up  with  skins  and  the  various  manufactures 
we  had  met  with  in  the  course  of  our  discoveries,  rhese 
were  now  again  mixed  and  eked  out  with  the  gaudiest  silks 
and  cottons  of  China. 

On  the  SOth,  Mr  Lannyon  arrived  with  the  stores  and 
provisions,  which  were  immediately  stowed,  in  due  propor- 
tion, on  board  the  two  ships.  The  next  day,  agreeably  to 
a  bargain  made  by  Captain  Gore,  I  sent  our  sheet-anchor 
to  the  country  ship,  ana  received  in  return  the  guns,  which 
she  before  rode  by. 

Whilst  we  lay  in  the  Ty pa,  I  was  shewn,  in  a  garden  be- 
longing to  an  English  gentleman  at  Macao,  the  rock,  un- 
der which,  as  the  tradition  there  goes,  the  poet  Camoens 
used  to  sit  and  compose  his  Lusiad.  It  is  a  lofty  arch,  of 
one  solid  stone,  and  formr  the  entrance  of  a  grotto,  dug 
out  of  the  rising  ground  behind  it.  The  rock  is  oversha- 
dowed 
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<k>wed  by  large  spreading  trees,  and  comniiAnds  an  exten< 
aive  and  uiagnificcnt  view  of  tbe  sea,  and  ib(?  interspersed 
islands. 

Oil  tlie  nth  of  January,  two  seamen,  belonging  to  the 
Resolution,  found  (neims  to  run  off  with  a  six-nared  cut* 
ter,  and.  notwithstoriding  Hilivent  search  was  made  both 
that  anfl  the  following  rJHy,  we  w<Tf  nrvt  r  able  lo  It-arn  any 
tidings  of  her.  It  was  supposed,  Uiut  these  people  had  been 
aeduced  by  the  prevailing  notion  of  making  a  fortune,  by 
leturning  to  the  tur  islandti. 

As  we  heard  nothing,  during  opr  stay  in  the  Tvpa,  of  the 
pieasnrement  of  our  shipn,  it  may  be  conciudedf,  that  the 
point,  so  strongly  contested  hy  the  Chinese,  in  Lord  An- 
son's time,  has,  in  c()n<iequt'nve  qi  hift  tirmneBs  and  r^'olu* 
lion,  never  since  been  insisted  on.  !  ■ 

The  following  nauticni  observations  were  made  while  wo 
lay  hen : 

Harbour  of  Macao 

Anchoring*pIace  in  the 
Typa 

Mean  dip  of  thq  north  1 

pole  of  the  magnetic  y 

needle  -  j 

Variation  of  the  compasf 

On  the  full  and  change  days  it  was  high  water  in  the 
Xypa  at  5^  15",  and  in  Macao  harbour  at  5"  30™.  The  great- 
est rise  was  six  feet  one  inch.  The  flood  appeared  to  come 
from  the  south-eastward;  but  we  could  not  determine  this 
point  with  certainty,  on  account  of  the  great  number  of 
islands  which  lie  q^  %\}c  mouth  of  the  river  of  CantQO. 

f,  /jflw  .?.(■:  1 

Annas 


lat. 

22* 

12'     0" 

uortfr«i  t 

long. 

113 

47     0 

east. 

ft 

lat. 

22 

9   20 

noa)b\. 

long. 

113 

48   34 

east. 

21 

1      0 

0 

19     0 

west. 

Prices  of  Provhions  at  Cantctn,  1760* 


."A    ■  .' 


L. 

0 


d. 
0 


I 


a  score. 


Annas        .!;    A.,^i  o- 5t?i  i       O    *    " 

Arrack      p^^iJ:^']:       0    0    8     per  bottle. 

Butter     -'       -   •        .'  0    2    Cf  per  catty.' 

Beef, 
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3  A  catty  is  18  oz.— A  pecul  100  catty. 
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99tf%  CdDtoti 
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.     -      0 

0 

2i         -MM 

Dfeto,  Macao     ' 

> 

.     -      0 

0 

5f        .MU.a 

Birds' nestt-      ''* 

1)      • 

.     -      8 

6 

8              iiF.'; 

Blxcuit          •   •*• 

y) 

.      -      0 

0 

4          .  „U 

Bt;«cbe  d«  Mar> ' 

0.     . 

.      -       0 

2 

Calf       . 

-    1 

fr 

Caravances,  dried 

0- 

0 

2*             iM» 

Cat>buge,  Nankeen 

.      ■       0 

0- 

H       ..u'l 

Curry  stuff  •     • 

0 

\ 

4     . 

Coffee            >  4 

o'    . 

0 

1- 

4    per  cAtty. 

Cocoa- nuti  '    > 

0' 

0 

0 

4    each. 

Churcoct     ^    iJr 

') 

0 

« 

i    per  pecul. 

Cox  ice      ^i    «> 

() 

.     -      0 

1 

4    per  cat^. 

Canton  nuif 

0 

0 

4        .>-.;^;- 

Chesnuts 

■      -       0 

0 

n     .:-'-.0'i 

Cockle*     'li     1 
'       Ducks               * 

u 

0 

0 

3f         »I.Bti> 

"' 

0 

0 

5f       .TldiU      - 

Ditto,  wild        • 

0 

1 

of.      Q-jin 

Deers*  sinews 

0 

2 

If    '.oiur 

EeJs        -,        i 

0 

0 

6f            -r 

Eges                 ^ 
Fish,  common    • 

t) 

.     -       0 

2 

0    per  hundred 

f, 

0 

0 

Sf  per  catty. 

Ditto,  bost         • 

;■> 

0 

0 

H 

Ditto  salted,  Nankeen 

0 

0 

9|       sj-j-iPl 

Fruit 

0 

0 

if       j}/;u'c<-  ' 

Ditto,  Nankeen 

0 

% 

0          ,fin.Ci 

■     Frogs       T^-    ^ 

<            < 

0 

0 

6|        ij;:  ij;:^ 

FJour         "     a 

■     -       0 

tf 

1^       Jla'-S 

:     Fowls,  cnpons,  ki. 
Fisiuinaws 

•             * 

0 
0 

0 
8 
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If    -        i(na 

"     Geese 

0 

0 

6f       »5r'-^ 

Greens     •%o     - 

0 

0 

1* 

Grasa        fS     - 

0 

0 

2|-  per  bundle. 

Grapei     •■>^'?     - 

0 

4 

Of  per  catty. 

Ham 

0 

1 

2f 

■*•   Hartshorn    .     .- 

0 

1 

4         

BoftOard      '■    ^ 

0 

.     -       0 

0 

7|-     iwr 

|iog>  alive 

0 

0 

41-       fttefT 

Kid,  alive 

0 

0 

4^  - 

Limes 

(• 

0 

0 

Of  per  catty. 

Pitches,  dried 

(  '             a 

0 

0 

2t 

;*^     Locksoy 

.! 

0 

0 

6f                • 

Lobcliocks   :     ^ 

0 

0 

0 

Sf      .  ia»  i^'f 

,,       Lamp-oil           ■- 

1 ) 

.     -       0 

0 

5f      'J  K.i'??     . 

Lamp-wick 

0 

0 
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WS't.  Melons    ,         • 
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0 

4f  each. 
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Milk       -        4 

a  0 

liperqftity. 

Ditto,  Macao 

0    0 

H  V   "itirr 

Mustard  seed 

0  .0 

6J               U 

Muahrooma,  piakled 

0     2 

8                  f 

Ditto,  freih 

■            01 

4 

Oystera 

0    8 

4    per  pecul* 

Onionsi  dried        > 

0    0 

2f  gur  oatty.           ^ 

Pork           .    . 

0    0 

-f.             * 

Pig        •          • 

0    0 

6h 

Paddy             .1 

0    0 

Of                -J      . 

Pepper 

0     1 

Of                 ; 

Pheasants         • 

0    5 

4    each. 

Partridges 

0    0 

n 

Pigeons 

0    0 

2f    A>tlltt>   !*| 

Pomegranates 

0    0 

Quails 

0    0 

H        >   ..., 

Rabbits             » 

0     1 

4             -r'    ^f 

Rice        -        ^           . 

0    0 

2  per  catty. 

Ditto,  red 

0    0 

n              I 

Ditto,  coarse     * 

0    0 

•1              '■ 

Diuo,  Japan     • 

0    0 

8                 '! 

Raisins             • 

0     2 

0                 * 

Sheep 

?     6 

8    each. 

Snipes 

0    0 

li  per  catty. 

Sturgeon 

0    4 

9f 

Ditto,  small 

0    Q 

4f  ;«§if,.4-Hi" 

Sugar 

0    0 

3f    •   'fe-.«f 

Sat         -        . 

0     0 

If       wM 

Saltpetre 

0    2 

If  .»  Atiii-S 

Soy      - 

0    0 

1-f  ««t>«tfi\i- 

Spices 

0  16 

8         '^<3-' ■;■>.■ 

Sweetmeats       * 

0    0 

6f      feWy-'Ji:, 

Sago 
SaUad 

0    0 
0    0 

2f    ,  h>.-fA--r;.,.     .   ,. 

Sharks'  6ns       - 

0    Q 

If 

Samsui  soy       • 

0    0 

gf 

Teal        -         . 

0    0 

6f  each,     i                          ' 

Turtle 

0    0 

9f  per  catty. 

Tea        -         . 

0     2 

0                                     ! 

Turmerick 

0    0 

2f              -.                            t 

Tamarinds        • 

0    0 

£J      ■        .^                 ■       ; 

Vinegar            '* 

0    0 

If 

Vermicelli        '• 

0    0 

3t  ■:«-..,.;              .     .■ 

Wax-candles    ' 

0    8 

0      in  -<{sif».  ^' 

Walnuts 

0    0 

4*  ..''-v;i*' 
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Wood     , ,,  1    •  •  0    1     4    per  p«cttl. 

Water  •'  -  0    6    8    per  100  barrtlfl. 


'J'''  Kont  of  Poho  Factory 
»         .         of  Lunuoon 


it«.f  v>i  v'li 


400    0    0    pcranniui. 
SI6  13    4 


^'         Servant's  rice 
••'-.       Ditto  wages 

tri>     Servaat's  wages  for  the  aeMon 

^j   ,  Stew  ard'B  wages n. 

^^,,,Built!r'»  ditU»       rf;  , 


0    8    0    per  month/ 


'W  <»       0  19    iif  do.  for  resianti.  * 


DM, 
SO 
80 
80  per  annui 


'  ...     ^'      " '-  Pnces  of  Labour. 


A  coo1ee»  or  porter       j*,,       0    0    Sperdaj. 
'^'       A  tailor  -  i^  '        0    0    5  and  rice» 

A  handicrafUman  -  0    0    8 

A  common  labourer,  from  8d.  to  6d.  ... 

A  woman's^bour  considerably  cheaper.  '«<»  c^ 
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Section  X. 
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Leave  the  T^fpa. -^Orders  of  the  Court  of  France  retpecttna 
Captain  Cook. —  Reso/utiom  in  consequence  thereof. — StriRe 
Soundings  on  the  Macclesfield  Banks. — Pass  Puh  Sapata, 
.  — Steer  for  Pulo  Condor e. — Anchor  at  Pulo  Condore. — 
Transactions  during  our  Stay, — Journey  to  the  principal 
2'own. — Re  eive  a  Visit  from  a  Mandarin — Examine  hit 
Letters. — Refreshments  to  be  procured. — Description,  and 
present  State  of  the  Island. — Its  produce. — An  Assertion  of 
M.  Sonnerat  refuted. — Astronomical  and  Nautical  ObseV' 
vatiom. 

On  tKe  1 2th  of  January,  1780,  at  noon,  we  unmoored^ 
and  scaled  the  guns,  which,  on  board  my  ship,  now  amount- 
ed to  ten ;  so  that,  by  means  of  four  additional  ports,  we 
could,  if  occasion  required,  fight  seven  on  a  side.  In  like 
manner,  the  Resolution  had  increased  the  number  of  her 
guns  from  twelve  to  sixteen ;  and,  in  both  ships,  a  stout 
-'  '.  barricade 
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barricade  was  carried  round  tiieir  upper  worlcs,^  an<i  every 
ot)ier  piN;ciuti6n  talc^n  to  ({ivcToDr  gollall  force  air 'r<fpect« 
Me  ati  kjp j>^aMiDbe  ^  possible.*  "  '      ' 

We  0ougbt  it  our  duty  to  provide  ourselves  with  these 
means  of  defence,  t^oi^b  ^e  had  some  r^awnto  believaL.. 
that  tfite'gtnerosil^  of, oi^r  enemies  had,  in  a,||ireft  measnri^ 
renderi^d,tl|eq»,>uperfin9us.  We  wefe  informed, at  Can ton« 
th|Lt  ihe  puhlip.pr;ntf,(^hicti  .had  arrived  ia»t  front  Eng- 
land, made  menftion  of  instructions  having  been  found  oa  - 
"Ifoard  all  the  Freticb  ships  of  war,  captured  in  Europe,  di- 
recting their  commanders,  in  case  of  fallins  ro  with  the 
ships  that  sailed  under  ^he  ooiuiLand  of  Caj^ini  Cook,  to 
suifentliiem  to. proceed  on  their  voyaee  wiihOut'UtOlesta- 
tiuA.  The  same  orders  were  also  said  to  have  been  given 
by  the  American  coneres^  to  tjhe  vessels  employed  in  their 
service.  As  this  intem|^<le  w^  fi^rther  confirmed  by  the 
private  letters  of  several  of  the  supercargoes,  Capl^ip  Gore 
thoug)|it  himself  bourid,  jn  retdm  for^  the  liberal  ctjcceptiona 
made  itt  our  favut^r,  ip  r^^frain  from  aytMiii^hif^KTf  of  any 
opportunities  of  captttre| which'tbese  d9Mikjp}f^%^d,  and 
to  preserve,  tliroiij^bout  tbis  .voyage^  the  «i|Tift^it  neutra- 

"''•  .        ■    ■     '^  '*^  M 

*  On  this  Bubfect  we  are  pfMeiiited  With  s  commtmication  in  the  Biog. 
Brk.»  miide  on  the  authwity  and  from  the  materiab  nf-^/ ,f otepb  Banks. 
A$  that  ««wk  if  ,D0#  jtrdiMiy^.in  few  hands^  and  as  the  iahmtt^'iUi^ 
is  extrQii]lteIv  iQt^t||i|(,  it  woulfl  be  injiatke  to  the  r^f4*fh^'^§«^$ifiU 
nbt'to  b\it  tl]^,in  pquessioo  o^the  facts  of  the  cssi^  .Bijit  the  atfitef, 
mtt  #{|Bfng|"t^  *■  extbriuate'or  s6t  doiwn  aught  in  niStidS, '  jpMttia  &k 
comr/oClttie  cikire  paasacie,  to«ny  imperfect,  and  pSrha^  scircely  nnp<i»i- 
jBoicedl^ract.of  its  contents. 

**  Nof  kmg  after  Captain  Cook's  d^h,  aa  «Mot  ppqorred  in  fimroiilb 
Ylhith  nad  a  particular  relation  to  the  «oya  e  of  our  Navigator,  and  whim 
wM  ab  iMMMHunMr  tor  fiiiAsetr,  and  to  the,  great  nation  ftoin  wtnoi  it  pro* 
oeeded,  thai  it  is  no  smuU  pl«Hure  t^me  io  be  able  tolajr  the  transaction 
Bomewfaat  at  lM|e  MiMe  ms  resriers.  What  I  refer  toos*  the  tetter  wMeli 
was  i«8ued,  on  the  I9th  of  March,  1779,  by  Monsiedr  Sartine,.Biseretaiy 
of  the  Marine  Defmrtment  at  Paris,  and  sent  to  all  the  commanders  of 
French  ships  The  rescript  was  as  follows  :*  C«pteia  Cook«  wiio  tailed 
frpm  Pivmouth  in  July,  1776,  on  board  the  Resohition,  in  company  with 
tl)e  Discovery,  Captain  Cierke>  in  order  to  make  same  discovenas  on  the 
coasis,  ihliinds,  and  seas  of  Japan  f^a^  Qdifornia,  being  oo  diepoiat  of 
rctiirDtng  to  Europe;  and  «iicn  discoveries  being  of  oeneral  ufiiity  to  all 
nations,  it  is  the  king's  pleafiUre;  that  C^ptaia  Cook  snail  be  treated  ss  a 
commander  of  a  neutral  and  allied  power,  and  that  all  captains  of  armed 
y^^fite*  who  may  oieet  that  famous  Navigator,  shall  aiaka  him  a^ 
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'l^rM-  two  in  tM  afternoon^  liavjqg^ot  unc^er  mt^,,^  £#>« 
Wj^tttipn  saluted  the  fort  ot'  Mamomth^^yen  gui»%wlMolik 
vaa  returned  Vfith  the  aaaie  oumber.  ,;A^  five^  the  winf^ 
di'ot)piag,  ttie  ship  missed  stay Sj  ^ad  drove-  into,  ^i^^^oir.  mfrt 


At 


.# 


M 

■uainted  irith  the  kiys  orders  on  tlii»t»s»ify;  t»^s*^«fcn<>WH"Him,  1st 
Jmid'  koow,  that,  on  h»  part,  he  mi^  feflnsB  fiwai  jdl  hoiM^tM)«<'  By  ti^i 
Marmiw  of  Condorcet  we  we  infi^na^l^  |hp|,ljiiii^ineiiaure  originated  ia 
the  Itbeni  and  enligbtoaed  mind  .uf  that  eKoelnnt  ciuien  cad  Katesmai^ 
Moosiair  l^tHigat.  '  When  tr*r>'  »ll»:l^  Marquis,  *  w«  dedarrd  I*- 
tween  France  aqd  Engbnd,  M.  Turgot  saw  how  nonoorahle  it  woold  Iw 
to  the  French  nation,  that  the  vessel  ofCi|piain  Coolc  shouid  lie  tmnd 
with  respeet  at  sea.  He  composed  a  meiBerial,  in  which  he  proved^  that 
nooour,  reason,  and  even  interest,  dictated  thiaact  ofr^t^pfXtliafjtama- 
nity ;  and  it  was  in  consequence  of  this  memorial,  the  autbbr  OMefidi 
Atvps  unknown  during  his  life,  that  an  order  was  given  not  tptrntiSS'aii 
enemy,jthe  comoion  benefactor  of  every  £ura|)ean,  nation.'  W(^tPjWf 
{waiie  IS  due  to  Monsieur  Tucgot,  for  having  suggested  the  efkip^  aF« 
.measure  which  lath  oontributed  ^o  much  to  the,  rqputa|ion^,t|w)^i«ac2i 
^overomeatyit  amet  not  he  foi;g[^ten,  that  the  first  thoatg^tt^siicb  aobiy 
«f  ooaduct  was  protwU^  owiii^^l^  BeqjapdnJBrfioklio*  Tltu^  nMit£,,4i^ 
]east«  is  pertein,  ibat  this  eaiiocot  philoaopher,  when  Eml^tqaaaclor'at  FMl 
fremthe  Oitited  States  of  AptericQ,  preceded  the  oKJft  of  ^rence-in  issuio^ 
a  aiiptiW  requisitum;  a  copy  of  which  cuoot  fail  ef  ^w(g  acceptable  t# 
ifae.reader.      ,.  ^■ 


*  Ta  all  Caplainfan^  Commanierscf  Armed ,3Mp*t  ffHing  h  Commiidon 
i  fnm  the  Gmgrea  ff  the  United  Statei  <rfJSi»mea,  i^  ia  mar  wit^ 
i    Qreut  BritMn.   ,  ■     .     .  ;.,,  ■ 

*  Gentlemen,  ,     ' 

*  A  ship  having  been  fitted  out  from  England  h^)rt  the  cpBUfteocemeot 
•ef  this  war,  to  make  discoveries  of  new  countries  io^wdtDa^irn  seas,  under 
the  conduct  of  that  mmt  cdebrated  Navigator  an4P'|*iDP«*!<^<'i  Captaifi 
rCook;  an  undertaking  truly  laudable  in  iuMft  es  toe  increase  of  geogr»> 
phical  knowledge  faciUtates  the  oomaniBiattioii  between  (Ustaatnationf* 
in  the  exchange  of  uae&il  products  and  menulactufes,  i^nd  the  extensioib.  - 
of  <n^  wherebythe  comaam  ei^ymenta  of  human  life  are  muitipliej  ais^jt 
anganjattdi,  anid  adeaoe  of  other  Kinds  iocreasedf  to  the  benefit  oi  maaif 
Jkmd  ia  feneralv— This  is  thecefon  most  earnestly  to  recommend  to  eveff 
iOllitffyiMh  that  in  case  the  said  ship,  which  is  now  expected  to  be  sooit 
in  thi  cuhipeao  seas  on  her  return,  should  happen  tp  fall  into  your  bapdjb 
cjHfiafauld  not  eonsider  her  as  an  enemy,  nor  sfifier  any  j^uoder  to  bp 
aane  of  the  effiwts  contained  in  her,  nor  obstruct  her  iminediate  return  t|» 
'  Smkmdr  by  detaining  her,  or  sending  her  into  any  other  part  of;£uroMk 
or  10  America  j  but  that  von  would  treat  the  said  Captain  Copk  and  nfs 
people  withall  civility  andf  kiBdBeiii,aflording  them,  as  coomMMi  friends  t(S 
.mankind,  all  the  assistance  ia  your  power,  which  they  may  happen  tp 
stand  in  need  of.    In  so  dginig^  yon  arill  aot  only  gratify  the  generosity  of , 
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teir;  tint,  by  citrrying^  out  an  anchor,  she  #a9  haaled  off 
without  receii^ing  the  smallest  damace.  The  weather  con>i 
tinning  ealm,  we  were  obhged  to  warp  oat  into  the  ea* 
trmce  of  the  l^pa,  which  we.  gained  by  eight  o'olock«and 

lay 

tMirwiti'dlilKltitidtis,  but  there  is  no  doubt  of  your  obUiihing  the  appro> 
Mlimi  ofthe  Congress  and  your  other  American  oiniers. 
'  ''  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

•  Gentlemen, 

■';'■'■'  Your  most  obedient  humble  serrant, 

!*•*  '"«'  ^  B. Franklin, 

h'.imru  -  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  Congress  of 

'< '  -' '  the  United  States,  at  the  Court  of  France. 

At  PiUy,  near  Parit,  thU  tOthdayef  March,  1779/ 

^''**  It  fs  observable,  that  as  Dr  Franklin  acted  on  his  own  authority,  hib 
MUW  only  tamestly  recommend  to  the  commanders  of  American  armed 
'MiMlb'ndt  to  cbnsider  Captain  Cook  as  an  enemy;  and  it  is  somewhat 
ireihariuMi^  that  he  mentions  no  more  than  one  sliip ;  Captain  Clerke  not 
bdhag  notirad  in  the  requisition.  In  the  confidence  which  the  Doctor  ex^ 
pressed,  with  respect  to  the  approbation  of  Congress,  he  happened  to  be 
mistaken.  As  the  members  of  that  assembly,  at  least  with  regard  to  this 
igreater  part  of  them,  were  not  possessed  of  minds  equally  enlightened 
with  that  of  their  embassador,  he  was  not  supported  by  his  masters  in  .this 
noble  act  of  humanity,  of  love  to  science,  and  of  liberal  policy.  The  oi^ 
ders  he  had  given  were  instantly  reversed ;  and  it  was  airectcd  by  Con« 
gress,  that  especial  care  should  lie  taken  to  seize  Captain  Cook,  if  an  op* 
jpoMtinity  of  doing  it  dccnrred.  All  this  proceeded  from  a  false  notioif, 
that  it  would  be  injurious  to  the  United  States  for  the  English  to  obtain  a 
knowledge  of  the  opposite  coast  of  America.  The  conduct  of  the  court 
of  Spain  was  regulated  by  similar  principles  of  jealousy.  It  was  apprehend- 
ed by  that  court,  that  there  was  reason  to  be  cautious  of  granting,  too 
^ily,  an  indulgence  to  Captain  Cook ;  since  it  was  not  cei '  r  hat  ihis- 
chien  Bught  entoe  to  the  Spaniards  from  a  northern  pa<»  o  their 
'American  dominions.  M.  de  fielluga,  a  Spanish  centleman  k. ;  y^fioer,  of 
"a  libetal  aiid  a  philosophical  turn  of  mind,  and  who  was  a  member  ofthe 
<Royal  Soddtr  of  London,  endeavoured  to  prevail  upon  the  count  of  Florida 
'Blanca,  artd  M.  d'Altnodttvar,  to  grant  an  order  of  protection  to  the  Reso- 
lution and  Discoverv  ,*  and  he  flattered  himseH*,  that  the  ininisteirB  df  the 
iung  of  Spoim  woiHd  be  prevailed  npon  to  pr';fer  the  cause  of  scwnKb  ta 
the  partial  views  of  interest ;  but  the  Spanish  povehnnent  vras  not  cap#> 
Ue  of  rising  to  so  eiilarged  and  magnanimous  a  plan  of  policy.  To  tha 
Freneh'taation  alone,  tlier^ore,  was  reserved  the  honour  <»  setting  an  ex- 
ample Of  iriildoni  and  humanity,  which,  I  trust,  wOl  ndt,  hereaft(!r,A)Mflb 
imcommoB  in  the  history  of  mankind." 

'The  illibfendity  of  Iris  edtitemporaries,  it  may  be  remafted,  is  not  one  df 
the  Itest  evHs  with  whidi  a  mind  advanced  beyond  their  standard,  has  tb 
'contend ;  but  he  has  alMmys  one  eonsolation  in  which  he  may  take  refuge 
•--the  time  will  come  when  the  gratitude  of  science  and  humanity  will  vin- 
dicate his  vieWH,  though  chartty,  perhaps,  forbid  their  jealousy  and  pn^n- 
"^'  dices 
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hif  there  tUl  nin4  the  hext  mormng  $  whton^  bythe  help ^ 
afresh  breeze  from  the  east,  we  stwd  to  the southwarfl^^tt* 
tiv<eea  Potoe  and  Woni^boo.  ,,  n->  m^.i 

At  noon,  we  were  salaled  by  ft  Swedish  ship)  assbe^nM* 
ed  lis,  on  her  way  to  Rurope.  At  four,  the  Ladrone  bovib 
£;,  distant  two  leagues.  We  now  steered  S.  ^  &>  with  ft  . 
fresh  breeee  flrom  the  E.NE.,  without  any  ocoaitrenett 
#orth  remarking^  till  noon  of  the  16th>  when,  bemgin'la- 
titade  IS*  57',  and  vtoogitude  1 14°  18',  the  wind  veering  tm 
the  N.>  we  directed  onf  course  half  a  point  Inore  to  tfaii 
eastward,  in  order  to  strike  soundings' over  tlic  Maeelesfieid 
Bank.  This  we  effected  at  eight  in  the  evcnirie  of  the  l6tb> 
atad  found  the  depth  of  water  to  be  fifty  fiiChoms,  over  ift 
bdfttotn  of  white  aand  and  shells.  This  pftrt  of  the  Maeolca* 
field  slioals  we  placed'  in  latitude  15*  51^  and  in  loilgitndft 
114*'S0';  which  agMes  very  exactly  with  the  podtfon  given  • 
in  Mr  Dalrymple'»  map,  whose  general  accnvady,  if  it«tadd 
in  ht^ed  of  any  scrppori;,  was  confirmedy  in  this  ihstance,'  1^ 
ft^^  great  number  of  iutrar  observations,  which  we  had  an  op*- 
portunity  of  luaking  every  day  nn<ie  ^  kft  theT^pa.  <  The  ' 
variiition  Was  found  to  be,  in  the  forenoon,  0*  SgT  W.'     >  / 

>  On  the  l7th,  we  hod  heavy  gjal^  from  the  fi.  by^Nt^ 
«rith  a  rough  tumbling  sea,  and  the  weather  overcast'add 
b^biirtereus.  On  the  1 8th,  the  wrnd  still  continuii^  to  bldw 
strong,  and  the  sea  to  run  high,  we  altered  our  cbtirse  tb 
S.Ww  by  S. ;  and  at  ncn,  being  in  latitude  1£*  34\  longi' 
iude  1 12<*,  we  began  to  steer  a  point  more  to  the  westward 
for  Pulo  Sapata,  which  we  saw  on  the  19th,  at  four  in  <tb* 
liftemoon,  bearing  N.  W.  by  W.,  about  four  leagues  td^ 
tant.  This  small,  high,  barren  islandj  is  called  Si^A,'itom. 
its  resemblance  of  a  shoe.  Our  observations,  compared 
iraih  Mr  Bayley's  time-keeper,  place  it  in  latitude  10*  4^>Nw 
longitude  109*  lO'  £.  The  gale  had,  at  this  time,  indre^Mcdf 
with  such  videuce,  and  the  stea  ran  so  high,  as  to  obligle  ut 

to  dose^reef  the  topsafls.    During  the  last  three  days^*  the 
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l3roei  tb  be  reaieitiberetl  as  a  'dontniit.  Nations  never  tn&ti  laj6M  <lt<Mri« 
«elves  ^  opinion,  which  it  so  cloacly  connected  with  their  best  mterasti, 
than  when,  from  narrow  policy  and  unfounded  suspiqiont,  tb«y  obstruct* 
or  attempt  to  obstruct,  the  p'rosecullion  of  undertakings  which  have  this 
Velftire  of  our  common  nature  for  their  object.  The  Mst  apolo^  ^hi<ih 
it  is  possible  to  make  for  them  in  swih  cases,  is,  that  they  are  tbo  igrtoli^iil 
to  coRiprehtnd  how  the  general  improvement  of  huQim  coRceftis  tiopUes 
the  eolargement  of  their  own  advantages,— ■£. 
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fthiM  had  onthin  ibeif  feckooing  at  kite  ffaU  or  twenty  milea 
a^oay,  and  at  we  oottld  not  Attribute  the  whole  of  this  to 
the  effects  of  a  following  lea,.  we  imputed  it  in  part  to  a 
itanent^  wbich/aacordiog  to  my  .own  calculations,  had  set 
lorty-iwo  miles  to.the  Sf.S.\V.»  between  the  npoo  of  the 
19m  aqdithe  noon  of  the. 20th;  and  is  taken  !into  the  a&i 
cpaattn  determining  the  s^Ciiation  of  the  islaiidf         :     Vt 
••i:lAftt|f)f><^'i''*8^"P^^*  we; steered  to  the  westward;  and 
«t  iniiUight  sQundi94,  and  bad  ground  with  fifty  fathoms  of 
iine,(Over  a  fine  sandy  .bottom.  In  the  morning  of  the.SOth^ 
the  wind  becoming  more  moderaK^,  we  let  out  the  reefs, 
and  steered  W.  by  S.  foriPjulo  Coodore.    At  noon,  the  la- 
titude was  B^i^N.,  longitude  iQ&'t  45' £.;  and  at  haiff 
|>ast  twelve  we  ^ot  sight.of  the  island,  hearing  W.  At  four; 
the  extremes  of  P)(iJo  Candore,  and.  the ^  islands  that  lie  off 
iti  bpre  S.E.  add  6.W.  b^  Wt ;  our  distance  fi^in  the  near- 
est ishnds  being  two.  miles.     We  kept  to  the  N.  of  the 
islands,  andlstooafoir. the  harbour  on  the.)<>.W.  end  df  Con- 
^pre^  which>  having  i^s  entrance  from  the  N;.W^.is;ihe.<bfat 
tlieltered  during  U)e.N>E.  monsoon.-  *  At  six,  we,  anchored^ 
%itb  the  best  bower,  in  six  fathoms,  veered  away  two-thirdf 
f#:tbd  cttble,  and,  kept:  the  ship  steady  w^lh  a  stream-an- 
^bor  and  cable  to  Uie  S.E.     When  moored,  the  extreme 
lif;tlie  entrance  of  the  harbour  bore  N.  by  W.,  and  W.N> 
9i^>  i  W.. ;  the  opening  at  the  upper  end  S.E.  b^  E,  |  £. ; 
tfirdisl^nce  &om  the  nearest  shore  a  qqarter  pf  a  mile. 

At  soon  as  we  were  come  to  anchor.  Captain  pore  6red 
«  gen,  with  a  view,  of  apprising, the  natives  of  our  arrival^ 
attfl  drawing  them  toward  the,  shore,  but  without  effect* 
fiarfy  in  the  morning  of  the  SIst,  parties  were  sent  to  out 
>inmdit  which  was  Captain; Gore's :  principal  motive  for 
flOdiing  hither.  In  the  afternoon,  a  sudden  gust  of  wind 
iMplce  the  stream>cable,  by  which  the  discovery  was  ridingj 
APd  o.Uiged  us  to  moor  with  the  bower-anchors. 
t>;N/9ne  of  the  natives  having  yejt  made, their  appearance, 
notlrithBtanding  a  second  gun  bad  been'  fired.  Captain  Gore 
tboaght  it  adviseable  to  land,  and  go  in  search  of  thera, 
-that  no  time  might  be  lost  in  opening  a  trade  forsitch  prof 
visions  as  the  place  could  afford;  wilh  Litis  view, !  he  ap- 
pointed me  to  accompany  him,  in  the  morning  of  the  fl?.d ; 
and,  as  the  wind  at  this  time  blew  strong  from  the  E.,  wp 
did  not  think  it  prudent  to  coast  in  our  boats  to  the  town^ 
which  is  situated  in  the  £.  side  of  the  island,  but  rowed 
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found  the  north  point  of  the  harbonr.  We  h«d  procecded- 
i^bout  two  miles  along  the  shorej  wheui  observing  a  road 
that  led  into  a  wood,  we  landed.  Here  I  quitted  Captain 
Gore,  taking  with  me  a  midshipman  and  four  armed  sail-* 
Ors,  and  pursued  the  path  which  seemed  to  point  directly 
across  the  island.  We  proceeded  through  a  thick  wood,  up 
a  steep  hill,  to  the  distance  of  a  mile,  when,  after  descend* 
iag  throogh  a  wood  of  the  same  extent,  on  the  other  side> 
we  came  out  into  a  fist,  open,  sandy  country,  interspersed 
with  cultivated  spots  of  rice  and  tobacco,  and  groves  of 
^bbag^  palm-trees  and  cocoa-nut  trees.  We  here  spied 
two  huts,  situated  on  the  edge  of  tl>e  wood,  to  which  w« 
directed  our  course;  and,  before  we  came  up  to  them^ 
were  descried  by  two  men,  who  immediately  ran  away  from 
us,  notwithstanding  all  the  peaceable  and  supplicating  get* 
tures  we  could  devise. 

On  reaching  the  huts,  I  ordered  the  party  to  stay  with« 
out*  lest  the  sight  of  so  many  armed  men  should  terrify  t6e 
inhabitants,  whilst  I  entered  and  reconnoitred  alone.  I 
found,  in  one  of  the  huts,  an  elderly  man,  who  was  in  « 
great  fright,  and  preparing  to  make  off  with  the  most  va» 
laable  ot  his  effects  that  he  could  carry.  However,  I  was 
fortunate  enough,  in  a.  very  little  time,  so  entirely  to  dispel 
his  fears,  that  he  came  oui,  and  called  to  the  two  men,  who 
were  running  away,  to  return.  The  old  man  and  I  now  soon 
came  to  a  perfect  understanding.  A  few  signs,  particularly 
that  most  significant  one  of  holding  out  a  handful  of  dollars, 
^d  then  pomting  to  a  herd  of  buffaloes,  and  the  fowls  that 
were  running  about  the  huts  in  great  numbers,  left  him  with- 
out any  doubts  as  to  the  real  objects  of  our  visit  He  pointed 
toward  a  place  where  the  town  stood,  and  made  us  compre* 
hend,  that,  by  ^oing  thither,  all  our  wants  would  be  sup-i 
plied.  By  this  time,  the  young  men,  who  had  fled,  were  re.^ 
turned ;  and  the  old  man  ordered  one  of  them  to  conduct 
us  to  the  town,  as  soon  as  an  obstacle  should  be  removed, 
of  which  we  were  not  aware.  On  our  first  coming  out  of 
the  wood,  a  herd  of  buffaloes,  to  the  number  of  twenty  at 
least,  came  running  toward  us,  tossing  up  their  heads,  snuff- 
ing the  air,  and  roaring  in  a  hideous  manner.  They  had 
followed  us  to  Uie  huts,  and  stood  drawn  up  in  a  body,  al 
a  little  distance;  and  the  old  man  made  us  understand,  that 
it  would  be  exceedingly  dangerous  for  us  to  move  tilt  they 
were  driven  into  the  woods ;  but  eo  enraged  were  tlie  ani« 
^  vol*.  XVII.  s  mals 
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mals  ^own  at  the  sight  of  ui,  that  this  was  not  effected 
without  a  good  deal  of  time  and  difficulty.  The  men  not 
beingf  able  to  accomplish  it^  we  were  turpriied  to  lee  them 
call  to  their  aMistance  a  few  little  boyi,  who  toon  drove 
them  out  of  sight.  Afterward,  we  had  occasion  to  observe, 
thai,  in  driving  these  animals,  and  securing  them,  which  is 
done  by  putting  a  rope  through  a  hole  which  is  made  in 
their  nostrils,  little  boys  were  always  employed,  who  could 
stroke  and  handle  them  with  impunity,  at  times  when  the 
men  durst  not  approach  them.  Having  got  rid  of  the  buf" 
faloes,  we  were  conducted  to  the  town,  which  was  at  a 
mile's  distance ;  the  road  to  it  lying  through  a  deep  white 
sand.  It  is  situated  near  the  sea-side,  at  the  bottom  of  a  r^ 
tired  bay,  which  must  afford  a  safe  road-stead  during  the 
prevalence  of  the  S.W.  monsoons.      >     ^i  <-  .    * 

This  town  consists  of  between  twenty  and  thirty  houses> 
built  close  together ;  besides  six  or  seven  others  that  are 
scattered  about  the  beach.  The  roof,  the  two  ends,  and  the 
side  fronting  the  country,  are  neatly  constructed  of  reeds ; 
the  opposite  side,  facing  the  sea,  is  entirely  open ;  but,  by 
means  of  a  sort  of  bamboo  screens,  they  can  exclude  or  let 
in  as  much  ol'  the  sun  or  air  as  they  please.  We  observed, 
likewise,  other  large  screens  or  partitions,  for  the  purpose* 
of  dividing,  as  occasion  required,  (he  single  room  of  wnicb 
the  house,  properly  speaking,  consists,  into  separate  apart- 
ments. 

We  were  conducted  to  the  largest  house  in  the  town,  be-> 
longing  to  their  chief,  or,  as  they  called  him,  their  captain^ 
This  house  had  a  room  at  each  end,  separated  by  a  parti- 
tion of  reeds  from  the  middle  space,  which  was  open  on 
both  sides,  and  provided  with  partition  screens  like  the 
others.  It  had,  besides,  a  penthouse,  projecting  four  or  five 
feet  beyond  the  roof,  and  running  the  whole  length  on  each 
side.  At  each  end  of  the  middle  room  were  hung  some 
,Chineiie  paintings,  representing  men  and  women  in  ludi« 
crous  attitudes.  In  this  apartment  we  were  civilly  desired 
to  seat  ourselves  on  mats,  and  betel  was  presented  to  us. 

Hy  means  of  my  money,  and  pointing  at  different  objects' 
in  sight,  1  had  no  difficulty  in  making  a  man,  who  seemed 
to  be  the  principal  person  of  the  company,  comprehend 
the  main  business  of  our  errand ;  and  i  as  readily  under- 
stood from  him,  that  the  chief,  or  captain,  was  absent,  but 
would  soon  return  j  and  that,  without  his  consent,  no  pur- 

chasea 


. 


^ 


■§' 


f^gSSi±r:'' 


,{ 


^UA#.Vi.skCT.'i. 


Capiaiit  King^t  JournaK 


i7i 


ehasei  of  any  kind  could  bfe  made.  We  availed  onrielvei 
of  the  opporlunity  which  this  circuntatance  afforded  iis,  t6 
walk  abuut  the  town ;  add  did  not  forget  to  search,  thougU 
in  Vain,  for  the  reAains  of  a  fort,  which  had  been  built  By 
our  countrymen  near  the  spot  we  were  now  upon>  in  1702.* 
On  reluming  to  the  captain's  house,  we  were  sorry  to 
6nd  that  he  was  not  yet  arrived  ;  and .  the  more  so,  as  thd 
iime  was  almost  elapsed  which  Captain  Gore  had  fixed  for 
our  return  to  the  boat.  The  natives  were  desirous  we  sboula 
lengthen  our  stay  i  tbf>y  ;cycp  proposed  our  passing  the 
flight  there,  aad  offered  to  accommodate  us  in  the  best 
manner  in  their  powder.  1  had  observed,  when  we  were  iti 
the  house  before,  and  now  remarked  it  the  more,  that  th^ 
man  1  have  mentioned  above  frequently  retired  into  one 
of  the  end  rooms,  and  staid  there  name  little  time,  before 
he  answered  the  questions  that  were  put  to  him ;  which  led 
me  to  suspect  that  the  captain  was  all  the  time  there, 
though,  for  reasons  best  known  to  himself,  he  did  not 
choose  to  appear ;  apd  I  was  Confirmed  in  this  opinion,  by 
being  stopped  as  I  was  attempting  to  go  into  the  room.  Ai 
length,  it  clearly  appeared  that  my  suspicions,  were  welt 
founded ;  for,  on  our  preparing  to  depart,  the  person  who 
had  so  ohev  passed  in  and  out,  came  from  the  room,  wHh 
i  paper  in  his  hand,  and  gave  it  to  me  to  read  ;  and  I  was 
not  a  little  surprised  to  find  in  it  a  sort  of  a  certificate,  id 
French. 
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PiEBitB  Joseph  GIbokge,  tlveque  d'Adran,  Vicaire  Aposfb 
de  Cochin  China,  &c.  Sec. 


^  lie  oeVxi  iiianddriH,  porteiir  de  cet  6crit,  est  veritable- 
ment  Envoy6  de  la  cour  ^  Pulo  Coudore,  pour  y  attendre 
ti  retevoir  toutvaisseau  European  qui  aiiroit  sa  (iestinatiod 

V  ,   ...  *        d'approchec 

•  The  English  settlol  here  in  the  year  17o'2,  when  (he  fnAory  of  Chu- 
tan,  on  the  coast  of  China,  was  l>roken  up,  aiid  brought  with  thcni  some^ 
Macassar  soldiers,  who  were  hired  to  etesist  in  building  a  fort;  but  thai 
president  not  fulfilling  his  engagement  wjtii  them,  they  watched  an  op- 
portunity, and'one  night  murdered  all  the  English  in  the  furt.^  Those  with- 
out the  fort  hearing  a  noise,  took  the  alarm,  und  ran  to  their  boats,  very 
narrowly  escaping  with  their  lives,  but  not  without  nluch  fatigue,  hunger,' 
and  thirst,  to  the  Johore  dominions,  where  thfey  wei'e  trefated  witli  great 
bumapity.  Some  of  these  afterward  went  to  form  u  settlement  at  9enjar« 
Masieun,  on  the  island  of  Borneo. — Mait  India  Dinctorp,  p.  99,         j 
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d'anprocher  ici.  Le  Caottaine,  en  coniequence,  pourroit 
se  ner  ou  pour  conduire  le  vaiitcau  au  port,  on  pour  falre 
passer  ]ea  nootellei  qu'll  pourroit  croire  n6ceMaire. 

PiKRRB  Joseph  Geoboi,    , 
Evique  d'i^dran. 
A  SAt-Goif,  10  d'Ao^,»,  1779* 

We  returned  the  paper,  with  tntny  protestations  of  onr 
being  the  MdndbrtVi  good  friends,  begging  he  miglit  be 
informed  that  we  hoped  he  would  do  us  the  favour  to  visit 
the  ships,  that  we  njight  convince  him  of  it.  We  now  took 
our  leave,  well  satis6ed  on  the  whole  with  what  bad  passed, 
but  full  of  conjectures  about  this  extraordinary  French 
paper.  Three  ot  the  natives  offered  their  services  to  accom- 
pany us  back,  which  we  readily  accepted,  and  returned  by 
the  .way  we  came.  Captain  Gore  felt  peculiar  satisfaction 
at  seeing  us ;  for,  as  we  had  exceedea  our  time  near  aa 
hour,  be  began  to  be  alarmed  for  our  safety,  apd  was  pre- 
paring to  march  after  us.  He  and  bis  parly  had,  during  our 
absence,  been  profitably  employed,  in  loading  the  boat 
wi'''  the  cabbage-palm,  whicn  abounds  in  this  bay.    Our 

Sih,  were  made  exceedingly  happy,  on  our  presenting 
em  with  a  dollar  each  for  uieir  ^.rouble,  and  intrusting  to 
their  care  a  bottle  of  rum  for  the  Mandarin.  One  of  them 
chose  to  accompany  us  on  board. 

At  two  in  the  afternoon  we  joined  the  ships,  and  several 
of  our  shooting  parties  returned  about  the  same  time  from 
the  woods,  having  had  little  success,  though  they  saw  a 

great  variety  of  birds  and  animals,  some  of  which  will  ho 
ereafter  noticed. 

At  five,  a  proa,  with  six  men,  rowed  up  to  the  ship,  from 
the  upper  end  of  the  haibour,  and  a  decent-looking  person- 
age introduced  himself  to  Captain  Gore  with  an  ease  and 
good  breeding,  which  convinced  us  his  time  had  been  spent 
in  other  company  than  what  this  island  afforded.  He 
brought  with  him  the  French  paper  above  transcribed,  and 
said  ne  was  the  Mandarin  mentioned  in  it.  He  spoitQ  a 
few  Portuguese  words ;  but,  as  none  of  us  were  acquainted 
with  this  language,  we  we*  3  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  a 
black  man  on  boand,  who  could  speak  the  Malay,  which  is 
the  general  language  of  these  islanders,  and  was  understood 
by  tite  Mandarin.  After  a  little  previous  conversation,  he 
declared  to  us  that  he  was  a  Christian,  and  had  been  bap- 
tised 
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(i«ed  by  the  name  of  Luco ;  that  he  had  been  lent  hither 
in  August  last,  from  SaUgoni  the  capital  of  Cochin  China, 
and  had  since  waited  in  expectation  of  some  French  ships» 
which  he  was  to  pilot  to  a  safe  port,  nut  more  than  a  day's 
sail  hence,  upon  the  coast  of  Cochin  China.  We  acouaint- 
ed  him,  that  we  were  nut  French,  but  English,  ancl  asked 
him,  whether  he  did  not  know  that  these  two  nations  were 
now  at  war  with  one  another.  He  made  answer  in  the  af- 
firmative ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  signified  to  uSf  that  it  was 
indifferent  to  him  to  what  nation  the  ships  he  was  instruct- 
ed to  wait  for  belonged,  provided  their  object  was  to  trade 
with  the  people  of  Cochin  China.  He  here  produced  ano- 
ther paper,  which  he  desired  us  to  read.  This  was  a  letter 
sealed,  and  directed  *'  To  the  captains  of  any  ISuropeati  ves- 
sels that  may  touch  at  Condore.''  Although  we  apprehend- 
ed that  this  letter  was  designed  for  French  ships  in  parti- 
cular, yet  as  the  direction  included  all  European  captains, 
and  as  Luco  was  desirous  of  our  perusing  it,  we  broke  the 
sbal,  and  found  It  to  be  written  by  the  bishop  who  wrote 
the  certificate.  Its  contents  Were  as  follows :  *'  That  ha- 
ving reason  to  expect,  by  some  late  intelligence  from  Eu- 
rope, that  a  vessel  would  soon  come  to  Cochin  China,  he 
had,  in  consequence  of  this  news,  got  the  court  to  send  a 
Mandarin  (the  bear6r)  to  Pulo  Condore,  to  wait  its  arrival ; 
that  if  the  vessel  should  piit  in  there,  the  commander  might 
either  send  by  the  bearer  an  account  to  him  of  his  arrival^ 
or  trust  himself  to  the  Mandarin,  who  would  pilot  him  into 
a  wellrsheltered  port  in  Cochin  China,  not  more  than  a 
day's  sail  from  Cohdore ;  that,  should  he  choose  to  remain 
in  Condore  till  the  return  of  the  messenger,  proper  inter- 
preters would  be  sent  back,  and  any  other  assistance,  which 
a  letter  should  point  out,  be  furnished  ;  that  it  was  unne- 
cessary to  be  more  particular,  of  Which  the  captain  himself 
must  be  sensible."  This  letter  had  the  same  date  as  the 
certificate,  and  was  ietur'Kil  to  Luco  again,  without  any 
copy  being  taken. 

From  this  letter,  and  the  whole  of  Luco's  conversation, 
there  Remained  little  doubt,  that  it  was  a  French  ship  he 
•was  to  ej^pect;  at  the  same  time  we  found  he  would  be  glad 
not  to  lose  his  errand,  and  had  no  objection  to  become  our 
pilot.  We  could  not  discover  from  the  Mandarin,  the  ex- 
act object  and  business  which  the  vessel  he  was  waiting  for 
Intended  to  prosecute  in  Cochin  China.  It  is  true,  that  our 
.i*  -  ■;"  interpreter^ 
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interpreter,  the  black,  w««  extremely  dull  and  stupid,  and  I 
fbould  therefore  be  torry,  with  tuch  imperfect  means  of  in- 
formutiont  to  run  the  rink  uf  initleadin;;  the  reader  by  an^ 
conjecturea  of  my  owo,  retpectins  thf  object  of  Luco's  viiit 
to  this  island.  I  sbairunly  add,  that  he  told  ut  the  French 
ships  might  perhajps  have  put  into  Tirnon,  and  from  thence 
•ail  to  Cochiu  Chma ;  and  as  he  ha<l  received  no  inte|li« 
gence  of  them,  he  thought  this  most  likely  to  have  been  the 
case. 

Captain  Gore's  enquiries  were  next  directed  to  find  out 
what  supplies  could  be  obtained  from  the  island,  [41CO 
■aid,  that  he  had  two  liufTuloes  of  his  own,  which  were  at 
our  service  ^  and  thnt  U>ere  were  plenty  on  the  island,  whicK 
might  be  purchased  for  four  or  five  dollars  a  heed ;  but 
finding  that  Captain  Gore  thought  that  sum  exceedingly 
moderate, an'fl  would  willingly  give  for  them  a  much  greater, 
the  price  was  afterward  raised  upon  us  to  sevci^  and  eigl^t  > 
dolfars. 

E^rly  [n  the  morping  pf  the  23d,  the  launches  of  both 
•hipa  jwere , iteqt  to,,tliie  town,  to  fetch  the  bufTulocs  which  ' 
we  had  |;iveif  orders  to  be  .purchased;  but  they  were  ob« 
lifffed  to  waj^  J,il|.  it  was  high-water,  as  they  could  at  no 
otne)-  time  gei^Ui^piigh  the  opening  at  the  head  of  the  har- 
bour.   On, t(up,ti|  arrival  nt  tiie  village,  they  found  the  surf 
breaking  on  tj^e  b;tfa9h,with  nuch  force,  that  it  was  with  the  '; 
utmost  ditt^cully  ead)  launch  brought  a  buffaloe  on  board  in 
the  eveningi  and  the  officers,  who  were  sent  on  this  service, 
gave  it  as  Iheir  opinion,  that  between  the  violence  of  the 
nurf,  and  the  fierceness  of  the  buflfuloes,  it  would  he  ex- 
tremely imprudenl  to  atteoipt  bringing  aqy  more  off  in  this  ' 
way.     We  had  purchased  eight,  and  were  now  at  a  loss  in 
what  manner  to  proci  ed  to  gel  ihem  on  board.    We  could 
Mil  no  more  than  wan  just  necessary  for  the  consumption  of 
<me  day,  as  in  tlii)*  cliaiate  meat  will  not  keep  till  the  next», 
After  bonsultini;  with  Luco,  it  was  concluded,  that  the  re- 
mainder shoultfbe  driven  through  the  wood,  and  over  the 
hill  down  to  the  baVi  where  Captain  Gore  and  I  had  landed  '. 
the  day  before,  which  being  stieltered  from  the  windt  wai^  ' 
more  free  fiom  surf.    This  plan  was  accordingly  put  in  ex-  , "; 
ecution ;  but  the  untractabieness  and  prodigious  strength 
of  the  buflaloes,  rendered  it  a  tedious  and  difficult  opera-   ^ 
tion.    The  method  of  conducting  Ihem  was,  by  pasainit ' "" 
rdpes  through  thejr  nostrUs.  and  round  their  horns;  but 
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hftviQg  been  once  enraged  at  the  ligbt  of  our  men,  they 
becnme  to  furioui,  that  they  sometitnes  broke  the  tree*,  to 
%vbich  we  were  often  under  the  necciiity  of  tying  them ; 
vometiinea  they  lore  aauader  the  cartilage  of  the  noitril, 
through  which  the  ropet  ran,  and  got  looae.  On  these  oc- 
casions, all  the  exertions  of  our  men  to  recover  them  wonld 
have  been  ineffectual,  without  the  assistance  of  some  youog 
boys,  whom  these  animals  would  permit  to  approach  them, 
and  by  whose  little  managements  (heir  rage  wus  soon  ap- 

E eased.  And  when,  at  length,  they  were  got  down  to  tne 
each,  it  wot  by  their  aid,  in  twisting  ropes  round  their 
legs,  in  the  manner  they  were  directed,  that  we  were  ena- 
bled to  throw  them  down,  and  by  that  means  to  get  them 
into  the  boats.  A  circumstance,  respecting  these  animals, 
>irbich  I  thought  no  less  singular  than  this  gentleness  tor 
ward,  and,  as  it  should  seem,  atfection  for  little  children, 
was,  that  they  had  not  been  twenty-four  hours  on  board, 
before  they  became  the  tamest  of  all  creatures.  1  kept  two 
of  them,  a'male  and  female,  for  a  considerable  time,  which 
became  great  fuvouriles  witli  the  sailors,  and,  thinking  that 
a  breed  of  animals  of  such  strength  and  size,  some  ot  theni 
weighing,  when  dressed,  seven  hundred  pounds  weight, 
would  be  a  valuable  acquisition,  I  was  inclined  to  have 
brought  them  with  me  to  England  ;  but  my  intention  wa* 
frustrated  by  an  incurable  hurt  that  one  of  theqi  receiye4 
at  sea.) 

It  was  not  till  the  28tb,  that  the  buflPiiloes  were  all  got  oi| 
board ;  however,  there  was  no  re<*gon  to  regret  the  time 
taken  up  by  this  service,  since,  in  the  interim,  two  wells  of 
excellent  water  had  been  discovered,  of  wiiich,  as  also  of 
wood,  part  of  the  ships'  companies  had  been  employed  in 
laying  in  a  good  supply ;  so  that  a  shorter  stop  would  he 
necessary,  for  replenishing  our  stock  of  these  articles  in 
the  Strait  of  Sunda.  A  party  had  likewise  been  occupied 
in  drawing  the  seine,  at  the  head  of  the  harbour,  where 
they  took  a  great  many  good  fish ;  and  another  party,  in 

cutting 

'  Mr  BInglej  informs  us,  that  buflkloes  have  been  introduced  into  some 
of  the^  countries  of  Europe,  where  they  are  now  perfectly  naturalized. 
Thus  in  Italy  they  are  said  to  constitute  an  essential  p'^.rt  both  of  tl)^ 
riches  and  the  food  of  the  poor.  So  far  as  the  writer  knows,  they  have 
not  ;|ret  been  brought  into  England,  and,  indeed,  notwithstandins  the  high 
opinion  entertained  of  their  good,quiiIitiei,  he  thinks  it  doubtful  if  the/ 
would  prove  any  acquisition  to  it.— ^, 
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catling  down  the  cabbage  palm,  which  wa«  boiled  and 
lerved  out  with  the  meat  Besides  this,  hafing  been  able 
to  procure  only  a  scanty  supply  of  cordage  at  Macao,  the 
repairing  of  our  rigging  was  become  an  object  of  constant 
•ttention,  and  demanded  all  our  spare  time. 

Puio-Condore  is  high  and  mountainous,  and  surrounded 
by  several  smaller  islands,  some  pf  which  are  less  than  one, 
•nd  others  two  miles  distant.  It  takes  its  name  from  two 
Malay  words,  Pu/o,  signifying  an  island,  and  Condortf  a  ca- 
labash, of  which  it  produces  great  quantities.  It  is  of  the 
form  of  a  crescent,  extending  near  eight  miles  from  the 
ftottthernmost  point,  in  a  N.E.  direction ;  but  its  breadth  no 
Where  exceeds  two  miles.  From  the  westernmost  extremi- 
ty, the  land  trends  to  the  S.£.  for  about  four  miles ;  and 
opposite  to  this  part  of  the  coast  there  is  an  island,  called, 
by  Monsieur  IxApres,*  Little  Condoret  which  ruvs  two 
miles  in  the  same  'direction.  This  position  of  the  two 
islands  affords  a  safe  and  commodious  harbour,  the  entrance 
into  which  is  from  the  N.W.  The  distance  between  the 
iwo  opposite  coasts  is  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  exclusive  of 
a  border  of  coral  rock,  which  runs  down  along  each  side, 
extending  about  one  hundred  yards  from  the  shore.  The 
anchorage  is  very  good,  from  eleven  to  five  fathoms  water, 
but  the  bottom  is  so  soft  and  clayey,  that  we  found  great 
difficulty  in  weighing  our  anchors.  Toward  the  bottom  of 
the  harbour  there  is  shallow  water  for  about  half  a  mile, 
beyond  which  the  two  islands  approach  so  near  each  other, 
as  to  leave  only  a  passage  at  high  water  for  boats.  The  most 
convenient  place  for  watering  is  at  a  beach  on  the  eastern 
side,  where  there  is  a  small  stream  which  furnished  us  with 
fourteen  or  fifteen  Ions  of  water  a  day. 

This  island,  both  with  respect  to  animal  and  V6getabl6 
productions,  is  considerably  unproved  since  the  time  when 
Dam  pier  visited  it.  Neither  tnat  writer,  nor  the  compiler 
of  the  East  India  Din  ctory,  make  mention  of  any  other 
quadrupeds  than  hogs,  which  are  said  to  be  very  scarce,  li- 
zards, and  the  guanoes ;  and  the  latter,  on  the  authority  of 
Monsieur  Dedier,  a  French  engineer,  who  surveyed  the 
island  about  tlie  year  1720,  says,  that  none  of  the  fruits  and 
esculent  plants,  so  common  in  the  other  parts  of  India,  are 
to  be  found  here,  except  water-melons,  a  few  potatoes, 
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tihall  gimtdst  thibbokU,  (a  small  specieg  of  onioftt,)  and  littltf 
black  beans.  At  i^lresent,  besides  the  baffaloeSfOf  which  we 
nndentood  there  were  several  large  herds,  we  purchased 
from  the  natives  souie  remarkably  fine  fat  hogs,  of  the  Chi- 
nese breed.    They  brought  us  thfee  or  four  of  a  wild  sort } 
and  odr  sportsmen  reported,  that  they  frequently  met  with  . 
their  tracKS  in  the  woods,  which  also  abound  with  ^onkiea'  ^ 
and  squirrels,  but  so  shy,  that  it  was  difficult  to  shoot' ^ 
them.    One  species  of  the  squirrel  was  of  a  beautiful  shi- 
ning black  colour ;  and  another  species  striped  brown  and  . 
white.    This  is  called  the  flying'Squirrel,  from  being  provi- 
ded With  a  thin  membrane,  resembling  a  bat's  wing,  extend" 
edon  each  side  the  belly,  from  the  neck  to  the  thighs^ 
which.  On  stretching  out  their  legs,  spreads  and  enablei 
them  to  fly  from  tree  to  tree,  at  a  considerable  distance. 
Lizards  were  in  great  abundance ;  but  I  do  not  know  that 
any  of  ua  saw  the  guano,  and  another  animal  described  by 
Dampieri  as  resembling  the  gu'/no,  only  much  larger. 

Amongst  its  veselable  impiovements,  I  have  already 
mentioned  the  fields  of  rice  we  passed  through ;  and  plan* 
tains,  various  kinds  of  pompions,  cocoa-nuts,  oranges,  shad- 
docks, and  pomegranates,  were  also  met  with ;  though,  ex- 
cept the  plantains  and  shaddocks,  in  no  great  abundance. 

It  is  probable,  from  what  has  been  already  said,  relative 
to  the  Bishop  of  Adran,  that  the  French  have  introduced 
these  improvements  into  the  island,  for  the  purpose  of  ma- 
king it  a  more  convenient  refreshing  station  for  any  of  their 
ships  that  may  be  bound  for  Cambodia,  or  Cochin  China. 
Should  they  have  made,  or  intend  to  make,  any  settlement 
in  those  countries,  it  is  certainly  weltsituated  for  that  pur- 
pose, or  for  annoying  the  tr»de  of  their  enemies,  in  case  of 
war. 

Our  sportsmen  were  very  unsuccessiiil  in  their  pursuit  of 
the  feathered  game,  with  which  the  wopds  are  well  stocked. 
One  of  our  gentlemen  had  the  good  fortune  to  shoot  a  wild 
hen ;  and  all  the  shooting  parties  agreed  that  thev  heard 
the  crowing  of  the  cocks  on  every  side,  which  tney  de- 
scribed to  be  like  that  orTJur  common  cock,  but  shriller; 
that  they  saw  several  of  them  on  the  wing,  but  that  they 
were  exceedingly  shy.  The  hen  that  was  shot  was  of  a 
speckled  colour^  and  of  the  same  shape,  though  not  quite 
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so  large,  as  a  full-grown  pullet  of  this  country.  Monsieur 
iSonnerat  has  entered  into  a  long  dissertation,  to  prove  that 
be  was  the  first  person  who  determined  t^ie  country  to  which 
this  most  beautiful  and  useful  bird  belongs^  and  denies  tha|: 
Pampier  met  with  it  here.  ,r 

.  The  land  in  the  neishbourhood  of  the  harbour  is  a  con- 
tinued high  hill,  richly  adorned  with  a  variety  of  fine  ta)! 
trees,  from  the  summit  to  the  water's  edge.  Among  others, 
we  observed  what  Dampier  calls  the  tar-tree ;'  but  observed 
none  that  were  tapped,  in  the  manner  he  describes. 

The  inhabitants,  who  are  fugitives  from  Cambodia  and 
Cochin  China,  are  not  numerous.  They  are  of  a  short  sta* 
ture,  and  very  swarthy,  and  of  a  weak  and  unhealthy, as- 
pect; but,  as  far  as  we  could  judge,  of  a  gentle  disposition^ 

We  remained  here  till  the  28th.  of  January ;  and,  atta- 
ining leave  of  the  Mandeuin,  Captain  Gore,,  at  his  own  re-i 
quests  gave  him  a  letter  of  recommendation  to  the  com- 
manders of  any  other  ships  that,  might  put  in  here ;  to 
which  he  added  a  handsome  present.  He  likewise  gave  him 
.a  letter  for  the  Bishop  of  Adran,  tor;ether  with  a  telescope, 
which  he  begged  might  be  presented  to  him  as  a  compli- 
ment for  the  services  he  had  received,  through  his  means, 
at  Condore. 
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The  harbour  at  Pulo  Condore  is  in  lati- 
tude        -  -  -         -        -        8*  iC 

Longitude,  deduced  from  a  great  num- 
ber of  lunar  observations 

Dip  of  the  north  pole  of  the  magnetic 
needle  -         -        -        -..  ;  „.  .;-% 

Variation  of  the  compass 

Min:h  water,  at  the  full  and  change 
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)  From  this  time  the  water  continued,  for  twelve  hours,- 
wilhout  any  visible  alteration,  viz.  till  16"  15"  apparent 
time,  when  it  began  to  ebb ;  and  at  22"  15°*  apparent  time 
it  was  low  water.  The  change,  from  ebbing  to  flowing,  was 
very  quick,  or  in  less  than  5".  Ttie  water  rose  and  fell  se- 
ven f^tit  four  inches  perpendicular;  and  every  day  the  samQ 
V'hiUt  we  continued  there. 
W-'*    "'    ■     ■' ■/■^..   .--...„...., -.^i  ;:...,,:.  -    .Section 
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J)epartur€  from  Pulo  Condore.—Pasis  the  Straits  of  Batica, 
— flew  of  ike  Island  of  Sumatra. — Straits  of  Snnda,-— 
Occurrences  there. — Description  of  the  h/anU  of  Oracatoa. 
'—Prince's  Island. — Effects  of  the  Climate  of  Java — Run 
to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. —  Transaction^  there. — Descrif;-- 
tion  of  False  Bay. — Passage  to  the  Orkneys.r^Ceneral  Rc" 

'^ijlections.  <i^ 

On  the  23th  day  of  Jnnuary,  1780,  we  unmoored  ;  and; 
as  soon  as  we  were  clear  of  ihe  harbour,  steered  S.S.  W,  for 
Pulo  Timoiin.  On  the  SOth,  at  noon,  the  latitude  by  ob- 
9ervation  being  6*  Q'  N.,  and  longlnide  104**  45'  E.,  we  al- 
tered our  course  to  S.  4  W.,- having  a  moderate  breeze 
from  the  N.E.,  accompanied  by  fair  weather.  At  two  in 
the  morning  of  the  31st,  wc  had  soundings  of  forty.five  fa- 
thoms, over  a  bottom  of  fine  white  sand ;  at  which  (une  our 
latitude  was  4*  4'  N.,  lonciiude  104"  29'  E.^,  and  the  varia- 
tion of  the  compass  0"  3  i   E. 

At  one  in  the  afternoon,  we  saw  Pulo  Timoan;  and,  at 
three,  it  bore  S.S.W.  ^  W.,  distttnt  ten  miles.  T^his  island 
is  high  and  wpody,  and  has  several  small  ones  lyintj  off-  to 
the  westward.  At  five,  l*ulo  Puissanp;  was  seen  bearing  S. 
by  It  ^  E. ;  and,  at  nine,  the  weather  being  thick  and  hazy, 
and,  having  out-run  our  reckoning  from  the  effect  of  some 
<;urrent,  we  were  close  upon  Pulo  Aor,  in  latitude  2*40'  N., 
longitude  104*  at  E.,  before  we  were  well  aware  of  it, 
which  obliged  us  to  haul  the  wind  to  the  ES.E.  We  kept 
this  course  (ill  midnight,  and  then  bore  away  S.S.E.  fur  the 
Strait  of  Banca. 

On  the  1st  of  February,  at  noon,  our  latitude  by  observa- 
tion was  1*  20'N.,and  the  longitude,  deduced  from  ajr^reat 
number  of  lunar  observations  taken  in  the  course  of  the 
preceding  twelve  hours,  105*  E.  At  the  same  time,  the  lon- 
gitude, by  Mr  Bayley's  tii|ie-keeper  corrected,  was  103"  15' 
E.  We  now  steered  S.  byE.;  and,  at  sun-set,  having  fine 
clear  weather,  saw  Pulo  Panjang;  the  body  of  the  island 
bearing  W.N.W.,  and  the  small  islands,  lying  on  the  S.E. 
of  it,  W.  J  S,,  seven  leagues  distant.  Our  latitude^  at  ijiia 
lime,  WW  0"  53' N, 
"  'run   ■'        '     "  Ob 
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On  the  fid,  at  eight  in  the  morning,  we  tried  for  sound- 
ing8«  continuing  to  do  the  same  every  hour,  till  we  passed 
the  Strait  of  Sunda,  and  found  the  bottom  with  twenty- 
three  fathoms  of  line.  At  noon,  beine  in  latitude,  by  ob- 
•ervation,  (f  88'  S.,  longitude  103*  U' £.,  and  our  sound- 
inn  twenty  fathoms,  we  came  in  sight  of  the  little  inlands 
called  Domiois,  which  lie  off  the  eastern  part  of  Lingen ; 
and  which  bore  from  N.  62*  W.  to  N.  80**  W.,  five  leagues 
distant  At  this  time  we  passed  a  great  deal  of  wood  drift- 
ing on  the  sea ;  and,  at  one  o'clock,  we  saw  Pulo  Taya, 
bearing  S.W.  by  W.,  distant  seven  leagues.  It  is  a  small 
high  island,  with  two  round  peaks,  and  two  detached  rocks 
lying  off  to  the  northward.  When  abreast  of  this  island, 
we  had  soundings  of  fifteen  fathoms.  During  this  and  the 
preceding  day,  we  saw  great  quantities  of  a  reddish-colour- 
ed scum  or  spawn^  floating  on  the  water,  in  a  southerly  di- 
rection, -r  "•  .; 

At  day-light,  on  the  Sd,  we  cam6  In  ^ight  of  the  Three! 
Islands ;  and,  soon  after,  of  Monopin  Hil^  on  the  island  of 
Banca.  At  noon,  this  hill,  which  forms  the  N.E.  point  of 
the  entrance  of  the  Straits,  bore  S.E.  |  S.  distant  six  leagues ; 
our  latitude,  by  observation,  being  1*  48'  S.,  and  longitude 
105"  sT  E.,  the  soundings  seventeen  fathoms,  and  no  per- 
ceivable variation  in  the  compass. 

Having  got  to  the  westward  of  the  shoal,  called  Frede* 
rick  Endric,  at  half-past  two  we  entered  the  Straits,  and 
bore  away  to  the  southward  ;  and,  in  the  afternoon,  Mo- 
nopin Hill  bearing  due  £.,we  determined  its  latitude  to  be 
S*  S^  Sb,  the  same  as  in  Mons.  lyApres'  map,  and  its  longi- 
tude 105®  IS'  E.  At  nine,  a  boat  came  off  from  the  Banca 
shore,  and  having  rowed  round  the  ships,  went  away  again. 
We  bailed  her  in  the  Malaye  tongue  to  come  on  board, 
but  received  no  answer.  At  midnight,  findina;  a  strong  tide 
against  us,  we  anchored  in  twelve  fathoms,  Monopin  Hill 
bearing  N.  89*>  W. 

On  the  4th,  in  the  morning,  after  experiencing  some  dif- 
ficulty in  weighing  our  anchors,  owing  to  the  stiff  tenaci- 
ous quality  of  the  ground,  we  proceeded  with  the  tide  down 
the  Straits ;  the  little  wind  we  had  from  the  northward  dy- 
ing away  as  the  day  advanced.  At  noon,  there  being  a  per- 
fect calm,  and  the  tide  making  against  us,  we  dropt  our  an- 
chor in  thirteen  fathoms  water,  about  three  miles  from 
what  is  called  the  Third  Point,  on  the  Sumatra  shore,  Mo- 
nopin 
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nQpia  Hill  bearing  N>  5i*  W.  The  latitrde,  by  obierva- 
\xWt  wa9  «*  S2'  S.»  longitude  103"  .IB'  £.  At  three  ia  lh« 
^f^ernoon  we  weighed,  and  stood  on  through  the  Strait* 
wjth  a  li^ht  breeze;  and  at  eight,  were  abreast  of  the  Se- 
f;0Dd  Point*  and  passed  it  within  two  miles,  in  seventeen 
fathoms  water ;  a  sufficient  proof  that  this  Point  may  be 
|>ordered  upon  with  safety.  At  midnight,  we  agarii  came 
to  anchor,  on  account  of  the  tide,  in  thirteen  fathoms^ 
MQUnt  Permissang,  on  the  island  of  Banca,  bearing  N>  7* 
£,»  and  the  First  Point  S.  54*  E.,  distant  about  three  leagues.  ' 

In  the  morning  of  the  5th,  we  weighed,  an'l  kept  on  to 
the  S  E  ;  and  at  ten,  passed  a  small  shoal,  lying  ifi  a  line 
with  Lusepara  and  the  First  Point,  at  the  distance  of  five 
iniles  from  the  latter.    At  noon,  the  island  of  Lusepara 

f)earing  S.,  57*  ^  E.,  four  miles  distant,  we  determined  its 
atitude  to  be  3*  \Cf  \  S.,  and  its  longitude  106"  15'  E 
The  difference  of  longitude  between  the  island  Lusepara, 
which  lies  in  the  S.  entrance  of  the  Strait  of  Banca  and 
Monopia  Hill,  which  forms  one  side  of  the  entrance  from 
the  N.,  we  found  to  be  55',  which  is  only  two  miles  less 
ihan  what  is  given  in  D'Apres'  chart. 

In  passing  this  Strait,  the  coast  of  Sumatra  inay  be  ap 
prqacned  somewhat  doser  than  that  of  Banca,  At  the  dis- 
tjaqce  of  two  or  three  miles  from  the  shore,  there  are  ten^ . 
eleven,  twelve,  or  thirteen  fathoms,  free  from  rocks  or 
shoals ;  however  the  lead  is  the  surest  guide.  The  country 
IS  covered  with  wood  down  to  the  water's  edge,  and  the 
shores  are  so  low,  that  the  sea  overflows  the  land,  and 
'wa^es  the  trunks  of  the  trees.  To  this  flat  and  marshy  si- 
tuation of  the  shore,  we  may  attribute  those  thick  foes  and 
vapours,  which  we  perceived  every  morning,  not  without 
dread  and  horror,  hanging  over  the  island,  till  they  were 
dispersed  by  the  rays  of  the  sun.  The  shores  of  Banca  are  « 
much  bolder,  and  the  country  inland  rises  to  a  moderate  . 
height,  and  appears  to  be  well  wooded  throughout    We 
often  saw  fires  on  this  island  during  the  night-time ;  but 
none  on  the  opposite  shore.    The  tide  runs  through  the 
Strait  at  the  rate  of  between  two  and  three  knots  an  hour. 
In  the  morning  of  the  6th,  we  passed  to  the  westward  of 
Lusepara,  at  the  distance  of  four  or  five  miles ;  generally, 
carrying  soundings  of  five  or  six  fathoms  water,  and  never 
less  than  four.  We  afterward  steered  S.  by  £. ;  and  having 
brought  Lusepara  to  bear  due  N.^  and  deepened  our  water 
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to  aeven  fHthoms,  we  altered  our  coane  to  S.  by  W.,  kee|>* 
ing  the  lead  goirtg,  and  hauling  out  a  little,  whenever  vit 
•hoal(>d  uiir  walei^.  The  soundings  on  the  Sumatra  side  we 
still  (oniid  to  be  regular,  and  {i;radually  shoaling  as  we  apM 
proAbhed  the  shore.  At  five  in  the  afternoon  we  saw  the 
Two  Sisters,  bearing  S.  by  W.  f  W. ;  and  at  seven,  we 
came  to  an  anchor  in  ten  fathoms,  about  eight  miles  tothtf 
N.  of  the  islands.  The  weather  was  close  and  sultry,  witb 
light  winds,  generally  from  the  N. W. ;  but  sometimes  va- 
l-ying  round  as  far  as  the  N.E.;  and,  during  the  night,  we 
observed  much  lightning  over  Sumatra. 

We  weighed  the  next  morning  at  Hve,  and  at  eight  wer6 
close  in  with  the  Sisters,  These  arc  two  very  small  islands, 
well  Covered  with  wood,  lying  in  latitude  A*  CT  i  S.,  longi- 
tude 1Q6*  12'  E.,  nearly  N.  and  S.  from  each  other,  and 
surrounded  by  a  reef  of  coral  rocks;  the  whole  circumfe* 
lenoe  of  which  is  about  four  or  five  miles.  At  noon  we  got 
sight  of  the  island  of  Java  to  the  southward ;  the  N.W.  ex-« 
tremity  of  which  (Cape  St  Nicholas)  bore  S. ;  North  Island 
on  Sumatra  shore,  S.,  27°  W.,  and  the  Sisters  N.,  27**  E., 
distant  four  leagues;  our  latitude  was  6*  21'  S.,  longitude 
10a*  57'  E. 

At  four  in  the  afternoon  we  saw  two  sail  in  the  Strait  of 
Sunda ;  one  lying  at  anchor  near  the  Mid-rhannel  Island, 
the  other  nearer  the  Java  shore.  Not  knowing  to  what  na« 
tion  they  might  belong,  we  cleared  our  ships  for  action ; 
and  at  six  came  to  an  anchor  in  twenty-five  fathoms,  foijit 
uiiks  E.  by  S.  from  Noi-th  Island.  Here  We  lay  all  night, 
and  had  very  heavy  thunder  and  lightning  to  the  N.W.} 
from  which  quarter  the  wind  blew  in  light  breezes,  accom- 
panied with  hard  rain. 

At  eight  o'clock  the  next  morning  we  weighed,  and  pro* 
ceeded  through  the  Strait,  the  tide  setting  to  the  south- 
ward, as  it  had  done  all  night ;  but  abuut  ten,  the  breeze 
failing,  we  came  to  again  in  thirty-five  fathoms;  a  high 
island,  or  rather  rock,  called  the  Grand  Toque,  bearing  & 
by  E.  We  were  at  this  time  not  more  than  two  miles  from 
the  ships,  which  now  hoisting  Dutch  colours.  Captain  Gore 
sent  a  boat  on  board  for  intelligence.  The  raint  still  conti- 
jpued,  with  thunder  and  lightning.  ' 

Early  in  the  afternoon  the  boat  returned,  with  an  ac« 
count  that  the  large  sltip  was  a  Dutch  East  Indiaman,  bound 
fur  t^urope ;  and  the  other  a  packet  from  Batavia,  wiifa  or- 
ders 
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den  for  the  several  shipa  lying  in  the  Slra't.  It  it  the  ctii- 
tom  for  the  Dutch  shipa,  as  soon  as  their  lading  is  nearly 
completed,  to  leave  Batuvia  on  account  of  its  extreme  un- 
wholetomeness,  and  proceed  to  some  of  the  more  healthy 
islands  in  the  Strait,  where  they  wait  for  the  remainder  of 
their  cargo  and  their  dispatches.  Notwithstanding  t^is  pre- 
caution, the  Indiaman  riad  lost,  since  her  departure  from 
Batavia,  four  men,  and  had  as  many  more  whose  recovery 
Uras  despaired  of.  She  had  lain  here  a  fortnight,  and  Was 
now  about  to  proceed  to'CraCatoa,  having  just  |recejive4 
final  orders  by  the  packet.  '^  i     '! 

At  seven  in  the  morning  of  the  9th  we  weighed,  and 
atood  on  through  the  Strait  to  the  S.W.,  keeping 'pretty 
close  in  with  the  islands  on  the  Sumatra  shore,  in  ordefr  to 
avoid  a  rock  near  Mid-chanuel  Island,  which  lay  on  our 
left.  At  half  after  ten,  I  received  orders  from  Captain  Gore 
to  make  sail  toward  a  Dutch  ship,  which  now  hove  in  8ie;ht 
to  the  southward,  and  which  we  supposed  to  be  from  Eu- 
rope ;  and,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  intelligence  we 
coald  procure  from  her,  either  to  join  him  at  Cracatoa, 
'where  he  intended  to  stop,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
the  ships  with  arrack,  or  to  proceed  to  the  S.£.  end  of 
Prince's  island,  and  there  take  in  our  water  and  wait  foi* 
him. 

I  accordingly  bore  down  toward  the  Dutch  ship,  which, 
,  soon  after,  came  to  an  anchor  to  the  eastward  ;  when  tie 
.  wind  slackening,  and  the  current  still  getting  very  strong 
through  the  Strait  to  the  S.W.,  we  found  it  impossible  to 
fetch  her,  and  having  therefore  got  as  near  her  as  the  tide 
would  permit,  we  also  dropt  anchor.  I  immediately  dis- 
patched Mr  Williamson  in  the  cutter  with  orders  to  get  on 
board  her,  if  possible;  but  as  she  Jay  near  a  mile  off,  and 
the  tide  ran  with  great  rapidity,  we  soon  perceived  that 
the  boat  was  dropping  fast  astern.  We  therefore  made  the 
signal  to  return,  and  immediately  began  to  veer  away  the 
cable,  and  sent  out  a  buoy  astern,  in  order  to  assist  him  in 
getting  on  board  again.  Our  poverty,  in  the  article  of  cord- 
age, was  here  very  conspicuous;  for  we  had  not  a  single 
coil  of  rope  in  the  store-room  to  fix  the  buoy,  but  were 
obliged  to  set  about  unrceving  the  studding-sail  geer,  the 
;  topsail-halliards  and  tackle-falls  for  that  purpose;  and  the 
boat  was  at  this  lime  driving  to  the  southward  so  fast,  that 
it  was  not  before  we  had  veered  away  two  cables,  and  ai» 
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I  was  under  the  necenity  of  waitioff  till  the  strengUi  of 
the  tide  should  abate,  which  did  not  hi^ppen  till  the  next 
mornioff,  when  Mr  William»on  got  on  board  the  ship,  and 
learnt  that  she  had  been  seven  months  from  Europe,  an4 
three  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  that  before  she  sail? 
ed,  France  and  Spain  had  declnred  war  axainst  Great  Bri* 
tain ;  and  that  she  left  Sir  Edward  Huehes,  with  a  squa-r 
dron  of  men  of  war,  and  a  fleet  of  East  India  ships,  at  th(^ 
Cape.  Mr  Williamson  having  at  the  same  time  been  in^ 
formed,  that  the  water  at  Cracatoa  was  verv  good,  and  aU 
ways  preferred  by  the  Dutch  ships  to  that  of  Prince's 
Island,  I  resolved  to  rejoin  the  Resolution  at  the  formcc 
place  i  and  a  fair  breeze  sprineing  up,  we  weighed  and 
stood  over  toward  the  island,  where  we  soon  after  saw  her 
at  anchor ;  but  the  wind  fulling,  and  the  tide  setting  strong 
against  us,  I  was  obliged  to  drop  anchor,  at  the  distance 
of  about  five  miles  from  the  Resolution,  and  immediately 
sent  a  boat  on  board,  to  acquaint  Captain  Gore  with  the^ 
intelligence  we  had  received. 

As  soon  as  the  Resolution  saw  us  preparing  to  come  to, 
she  fired  her  guns,  and  hoisted  an  Lnghsh  jack  at  the  en- 
sign stafl;  the  signal  at  sea  to  lead  a-head.  This  we  after- 
ward understood  was  intended  to  prevent  our  anchoring, 
on  account  of  the  foul  ground,  which  the  maps  she  had  oa 
board  pieced  here.  However,  as  we  found  none,  having  a 
muddy  bottom,  and  good  holding  ground,  in  sixty  fathomf 
water,  we  kept  fast  till  the  return  of  the  boat,  which  brought 
orders  to  proceed  the  next  morning  to  Prince's  Island, 
.We  were  at  this  time  two  miles  distant  from  the  shore ;  the 
Peak  of  Cracatoa  bore  N.W.  by  N. ;  Bantam  Point  £.N. 
E.  i  E. ;  Prince's  Island  S^W.  by  W. 

The  island  of  Cracatoa  is  the  southernmost  of  a  group 
situated  in  the  entrance  of  the  Strait  of  Sunda.  It  has  a 
high  peaked  hill  on  the  S.  end,'  which  lies  in  the  latitude 
6*(yS.,  and  longitude  105*  15' E.;  the  whole  circuit  of 
the  island  is  not  more  than  three  leagues.  Off  the  N.E.  end 

,  lie* 

'  The  island  of  Tamarin,  or  Sambouricon,  which  lies  about  four  leagues 
to  the  north  of  Cracatoa,  may  be  easily  mistaken  for  the  latter,  having  a 
hill  of  nearly  the  same  size  and  form,  situated  also  near  its  southern  ax; 
trenity. 
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liea  A  stDall  island,  which  fdrnbt  th«  road  whAv  the  Reto- 
lution  anchored ;  and  within  a  reef  that  vans  off  the  S;  end 
of .  the  latter,  tbei-e  it  good  shelter  against  all  novtherty 
winds,  with  eighteen  fathdms  wdter  neat  the  reef,  and  tweii- 
«y<seven.  in  tlie  mid«channei.  To  the  N. W.  Uwre  is  «.  tiav* 
:tow  passi for  boats  betiveeni tile  two  islandsi    <''  tit  .mMififi 

"Die  shore,  whloh  forms  t^eiirestera  side  of  (he'road,  is 
in  a  N.W.  direction,  And  basi»>balik  of  coral  stretching 
into  the  sea,  afaouti  ooe-tthird  df  a  cable's  length,  which 
makes  the.  landing  diffibalbfor  boatk^  except  at  high  Water; 
but  the  anohoring-groond  'is -v^rr.  good,  and  free  front' 
rocks.  ,  The  place  where  the  Besolulion  watered  i>  a  small' 
spring,  situated  abreast) of  the  S.  end  of  the  -small  island, 
at  a  short  distadce  filoih  the  water-sidct  A  little  to  the 
southward  there,  is  aveft  hot 'spring,  which  it  uiied  by  the 
natives  as  abath^i .  WMJHiliwe  were  lying  off  the  S.  end  of 
this  island,  we  sent  a  boat,,with  the  master,  oh  shore,  to 
look  for  water ;  but,  'afle^  having 'landed  with  some  diffi-' 
culty«.  be  relumed  nnsQctjesssftiL  .  ;  kimh} 

dracatoa  is  esteemed-  very  healthy,  in^  comparison  of  ihiB 
neighbouring  countries.  It  consists  of  high  land,  rising 
gradually  okr  all  sides  from  the  sea;  and  the  whole  is  co- 
vered with  trees,  exceptafew  spots  which  the  nativeti  have 
cleared  for  rice-fields'.  The  niiniber  of  people  on  the  island 
is  very  inconsiderable.  Their  chief,  as  ere  those  of  all  the 
other  islands  in  the  Strait>  is  subject  to  >  the  king  of  Ban- 
tam;. The  coral  reefs  aflbrd  plenty  of  small  turtles,  but  other 
refre^bmeiits  are  very  scarce,  and  sold  at  an  enormous  price. 

'^j^JLatitodeof  the  road  wh^re  the'Relk)^  >^ 

^.  .7  lution  anchored         •.        -        -  8*  6' south.  ^^ 

,    Longitude,  by  Mr  Bayley's  timekeeper  104  48  east.    '"^ 

Ditto,         by  observation  -  105  30  east,     i^ 

I.Dip  of  the  south  end  of  the  magnet* 

'•^vtic  needle  -  -  -  26    3  ^. 

•  Variation  of  the  compass       •_>!'*  *»  ^     ^i    o  west.    *f 

■■  On  the  full  and  change  days,  it  is  high-water  at  T**  in  the 
morning.  The  water  rises  three  feet  two  inches  perpendi« 
cular. 

At  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  it  began  to  blow  afresh 
from  the  westward,  with  violent  thunder,  lightning,  and 
rain ;  and  at  three  the  next  morning,  we  weighed  and 
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stood  over  for  Prince's  Island,  bat.  the  westerly  wind  dying 
•way,  was  succeeded  by  a  breese  from  the  S.E.,  and  at  the 
same  time  a  strong  tide  setting  to  the  S.  W.,  prevented  oar 
fetching  the  island,  and  obliged  us,  at  two  in  the  ftfter- 
nooD,  to  drop  anchor  in  sixty-five  fathoms,  over  a  muddv 
bottom,  at  three  leagues  distance  from  it;  the  high  hill 
bearing  S.W.  by  S.,  and  the  peak  on  Craontoa  N.  by  £• 
We  had  light  airs  and  calms  till  six  next  morning,  when 
we  weighed  and  made  sail,  having,  in  our  endeavours  to 
heave  tne  anchor  out  of  the  ground,  twice  broken  the  old 
messenger,  and  afterwards  a  new  one,  cut  out  of  our  best 
hawser.  This,  however,  was  entirely  owing  to  the  wretched 
state  of  our  cordage ;  as  the  strain  was  not  very  consider* 
able,  and  we  bad  besides  assisted  the  cable  in  coming  itt^ 
by  clapping  the  cat-tackle  on  it  The'  wind  continuing  fair, 
dfk  noon  we  came  to  an  anchor  off  the  S.E.  end  of  Princfei'a 
Island,  in  twenty-six  fathoms,  ove^  a  Sandy  bottom  {  the 
east  end  of  the  island  bearing  N.N.E.,  the  southernmost 
point  in  sight  S.W.  by  S.,  the  high  peak  N.W.  i  W.,  dis- 
tant from  the  nearest  shore  half  a  miie. 

As  soon  as  we  had  come  to  anchor,  Lieutenant  Lanny<* 
on,,  who  had  been  here  before  with  Captain  Cook,  in  the 
year  1770,  was  sent,  along  with  the  master,  to  look  for  the 
waterinK-place.  The  brook  firom  which,  according  to  th« 
best  of  his  recollection,  the  Endeavour  had  been  soppliedi 
was  found  quite  salt.  Further  inland,  they  saw  a  dry  bed, 
where  the  water  seemed  to  have  lodged  m  rainy  seasons ; 
and,  about  a  cable's  length  below,  another  run,  supplied 
from  an  extensive  pool,  the  bottom  of  which,  as  well  as  the 
surface,  was  covered  with  dead  leaves.  This,  though  a  little 
brackitth,  being  much  preferable  to  the  other,  we  began  wa- 
tering here  early  the  next  morning,  and  finished  the  same 
day.. 

The  natives,  who  came  to  us  soon  after  we  anchored, 
brought  a  plentiful  supply  of  large  fowls,  and  some  turtles ; 
but  the  last  were,  for  the  most  part,  very  small.  In  the 
course  of  the  night  we  had  heavy  rain  ;  and  on  the  14tb, 
at  daylight,  we  saw  the  Resolution  to  the  northward,  stand- 
ing  toward  the  island ;  and  at  two  in  the  afternoon,  she 
dropped  anchor  close  to  us.  In  the  course  of  the  day  we 
heeled  the  ship,  and  scrubbed  and  hogged  her  bottom^ 
which  was  very  foul ;  and  got  ready  for  sea.  n  .;i;| 
,  The  next  day.  Captain  Gore  not  having  completed  hia 
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stock  of  water  at  Cracatoa,  sent  his  men  on  shore,  who  now 
found  the  brook  that  was  first  mentioned  rendered  perfeot- 
)jr  sweet  by  the  rain,  and  flowing  in  great  abundance.  This 
being  too  Valuable  a  treasure  to  be  neglected,  I  gave  or- 
ders, that  the  casks  we  had  filled  before  should  be  started* 
and  replenished  with  tbe  fresh  wat^r,  which  was  according- 
ly don^  P^'fore  noon  the  next  day  i  and  in  the  evening  we 
cleared  tlii^  decks,  and  both  ships  were  ready  for  sea. 
^  In  the  forenoon  of  the  18th  we  had  heavy  rains  and  va- 
riable winds,  which  prevented  our  getting  under  way  till 
two  in  the  afternooii,  wh^  a  light  wind  sprujng  up  from 
the' northward  ;  b"t  this  soon  after  leaving  us,  wa  were  obli- 
ged to  <frop  our  anchor  again,  at  eight  o'clock  that  night, 
in  fifty  fathoms  water,  and  wait  till  the  same  hour  tiie  next 
rooming.  At  that  time,  bein^  favoured  by  a  breeze  from 
the  N.W.»  we  broke  ground,  to  our  inexpressible  satisfac- 
tion, for  the  last  time  in  the  Strait  of  Sunda,  and  the  next 
day  had  entirely  lost  sight  of  Prince's  Island. 

7hls  island  having  been  already  described  by  Oaptaia 
Co6k,  in  the  history  of  a  former  vovaffe,  I  shall  only  add* 
that  We  Wer^  exceedtniij(ly  struck  wiln  tqe  great  general  re- 
si^iii^iance  of  the  natives,  both  in  figure*  colour,  manners, 
and  ev^n  language,  to  the  nations  we  had  been  so  muph 
coAVersaiit  with  in  the  South  Seas.  The  eflfects  of  the  Ja- 
vanese climate,  and  I  did  not  escape  without  tqj^  full  share 
of  it,  made  me  incapable  of  pu^uing  the  comparison  so  mir^ 
DUtely  as  I  could  have  wished. 

l^he  country  abounds  with  wood  to  such  a  degree,  that,, 
notwithstfuiding  the  quantily  cut  down  every  year  by  the 
ships  which  put  into  the  road,  there  is  no  appearance  of  its 
diminution.  We  were  well  supplied  with  snxall  turtle,  and 
fowls  of  a  moderate  Aze ;  t|ie  last  were  sold  at  the  rate  of 
ten  fur  a  Spanish  dollar.  The  n^fiye^  also  brought  us  many 
bog-deor,  and  a  prodigious, number  of  monkeys,  to  out 
great  ahnoyauce,  as  most  of  our  sailors  provided  theiQselves 
witfi  one,  if  not  two,  of  these  troublesome  animals. 

As  we  should  have  met  with  some  difficulty  in  finding 
the  waterin  -place,  if  IVf  r  Launyon  had  not  been  with  us, 
it  may  be  worth  while,  for  the  use  of  future  navigators,  to 
describe  its  situation  more  pitrticulariy.  The  pieaked  hilt 
on  the  islaud  bears  from  it  N.W.  by  N. ;  a  remarkable 
tree,  growing  upon  a  coral  reef,  and  quite  detached  from 
the  neighbouring  shrubs,  stands  just  to  the  northward;  and 
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vioie  by  it  there  ii  a  tniall  plot  of  rerdy  gr«u,  ih^  only 
piece  of  the  kind  that  can  be  leen  hereabout.  Tbete  marks 
will  shfw  the  place  Where  the  pool  empties  itself  into  the 
sen ;  but  the  water  here  is  generally  lalt,  as  well  as  (hat 
which  is  in  the  pool.  The  casks  must  therefore  be,fill<^'<^ 
about  fifty  yards  higher  up ;  where,  in  dry  seasons^  the 
fresh  water  that  comes  donn  from  the  hills  is  lost  apaong 
the  leaves,  and  muit  he  iiearched  for  by  clearing  them 
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The  latitude  of  ^  «nc^riflg-t>l^^' 

at  Prince's  IstaitdivM   *'   tT    '-6»  $ff  15" 

Longitude          -         J'     ''J  '      104  17  30 

Dip  of  the  south  pole  of  the  pt^g- 

netic  needle          •           -          ftS  15     0 

Variation  of  the  compass        '•         0  54     0 

Mean  of  the  thermometer       -      85  |     ^ 
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From  the  time  of  our  efiterinfl^  the  Strait  of  l^anca,  we' 
began  to  experience  the  powertuTeftbcfs  of  this  pestilential 
dimate.  IVoof  oor  people  fell  idatttgerously  ill  o^lualig- 
naht  putrid  fevers ;  whicn,  however,  we  prevented  from 
spreading,  by  putting  the  patietfts  apart  from  th^  revt,^  in 
Ine  most  airy  births.  Many  were  attacked  With  teaiziog 
coughs ;  others  complained  of  violent  puihs  in  the  bead ; 
and  eveA  the  healthiest  among  us  felt  a  sensation  of  suffo- 
cating heaf)  attended  ?.y  an  insufieMble  languor,  an^  n 
total  loss  of  appetite.  But  though  our  situation  was  for  a 
time  thus  uneuSy  arid  alari\iing,  we  had  at  fast  the  singular 
salislaction  of  escaping  from  theve  fatfti  seas,  without  the 
loss  of  a  single  life ;  a  cirtOmstahce  v^Hich  was  probably 
owing  in  part  to  the  vigorous  health  of  the  crews,  when  we 
iirst  arrived  here,  as  well  as  to  the  strict  attention,  now  be- 
come habitual  in  oQr  men,  to  the  salutary  regulations  intro- 
duced amongst  us  by  Captain  Cook. 

On  our  leaving  Prince's  Island,  and  during  the  whole 
time  of  our  run  from  thence  to  the  Cape  of  Good  flope, 
th^crew  of  the  Aeaolution  Was  in  a  tnUcn  V'  r :  s^l.ly  state 
than  that  of  the  Discovi.  y ;  for  though  mnnv  ^^t"  m  "on- 
tinued  for  some  tiiue  complaining  ot  th  < '  ^  .«  the 
noxious  climate  we  had  left,  yet  happily  we  aii  recovered 
from  them.  Of  the  two  who  had  been  ill  of  fevers,  one, 
after  being  seized  with  violent  convulsions,  on  the  l«th  of 

February,' 
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February,  which  mnde  U8  den/«>r  qI  hi^  life  wm  relieved 
by  the  upuUcation  of  bllHten  and  was  «oou  alter  out  ok' 
dancer.  Ilie  other  recovered ,  but  m«Fff  slowly.  On  board 
the  Ketolution,  besidrt  the  '(iitinate  cou^h*  and  fivera 
under  which  they  very  generally  liibobred,  k  great  mnny 
were  afllicted  with  Huxeu,  the  mimbt  of  Whotn,  contrary 
to  our  rx|)ectaliont,  continued  increating' till  dor  arrival  at 
the  Cnpe. 

'  Cf>f)te*n  Onre  attributed  this  dtfTereilc^  irf  (iiirk^  and  {iro-  , 
Dphlj  with  loihe  reason,  to  the  Discovery  haying  her  fire- 
I'l;  re  ^  >tw«en  decks;  the  heat  and  smoke 'rtfwhicl),  he 
i;oiii:c.V(^d,  might  help  to  tnitigate  the  hud  eifeets  of  the 
dnnip  night  air.  But  I  am  rather  inclined  to  tiefJey^,  tliat 
^e  escaped  the  flirx  by  the  prt^fauttons  thatfHver^  taken  to 
prevent  our  catching  it  f'r6m  ottteri.  _  For'lf  somi^  kinds  olf',"^ 
iluxes  be,  as  1  apprehend  there  i>  no  doubt  l^iev*  are,  cotH 
ta^ious,  it  is  not  improbable,  that  the  lleaulutiun  caugli^ 
this  disorder  from  the  Dut^'h  ships  at  Ci^i'hVoa.  fn  order 
to  avoid  this  danger,  when  Mr  VVilliamftun'  wii^  sent  to'tfi«  ' 
Indiaman  jn  the  entrance  or  the  Stratt  of'Sundii^'ltefrad 
the  strictest  orders  not  to  suffer  arty  of  our  pe'opl^;  on  any 
account  whatever,  to  go  op  board ;  ilnd^vtrTi^nev^  tiife  had 
afterward  occasion  to  have  any  communrcatidh'With  the 
Jlesolution,  the  same  caution  whs  c<^nstrtntH|^  dbferv^d. 
«  We  were  no  soonef  clear  of  Prince's  IslaD'd,  thtiti  we  had 
a  gentle  breeze  from  the  W.N.W. ;  hot  this  did  not  last 
long ;  for  the  following  dny  the  wind  became  again  varia* 
ble,  and  continued  so  till  the  noon  of  the'Sith,  when  it 
grew  squally,  and  blew  fresh  from  the  north. 

On  tiie  '.itSd  at  noon,  bemg  in  latitude  10^  SS'  S.,  and 
longitude  104*  \A',  we  saw  great  quantities  of  boobies,  and 
other  fowls,  that  seldom  go  far  from  land  \  from  which  we 
conjectured,  that  we  were  near  some  small  unknown  island. 

In  the  evening  of  the  95th,  the  wind  changed  suddenly 
to  the  southward,  accompanied  with  heavy  rains,  and  be- 
gan to  blow  with  great  violence.  During  the  night,  almost 
every  sail  we  had  bent  gave  way,  and  most  of  them  were 
split  to  rags;  our  rigging  also  suffered  materially,  and  we 
were,  the  next  day,  obliged  to  bend  our  last  suit  of  sails,  and 
to  knot  and  splice  the  rigging,  our  cordage  being  all  ex- 
pendf d.  This  sudden  storm  we  attributed  to  the  change 
from  the  moasooo  to  the  regular  trade-wind  ;  our  latitude 
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>vas  about  15**  lO'  S.,  and  we  had  made  by  our  reckoning 
about  4i*  of  loneitude  ^est  from  Java  head. 

From  the  26th  of  this  month  to  the  28th  of  March,  we 
had  a  regular  trade-witid  from  the  S.£.  to  £.  by  S.,  with 
fine  weamer ;  and  being  in  ah  old  beaten  track,  met  no 
occurrence  that  deserved  the  smallest  notice. 

In  the  morning  of  tlie  28th  of  March,  being  in  latitude 
SI*  42'  S.,  and  longitude  35*  26'  E.,  the  trade-wind  left  us 
in  a  violent  thunder-storm.  From  this  time  to  the  Sd  of 
April,  when  our  latitude  was  85"  1'  S.,  and  longitude  26*  8' 
£.,  the  winds  were  moderate,  and  generally  from  the  t^outli 
quarter.  A  fresh  breeze  then  sprung  up  from  the  eastward, 
which  continued  till  the  afternoon  of  tne  4th ;  fiffer  wh'ch 
we  had  a  calm  that  lasted  the  tno  following  days. 

It  had  hitherto  been  Captain  Gore's  intention  to  proceed 
directly  to  St  Helena,  without  stopping  at  the  Cape  ;  but 
the  rudder  of  the  Resolution  h&ving  been,  for  some  time, 
complaining,  and,  on  being  examined,  reported  to  be  in  a 
dangerous  state^  he  resolved  to  steer  immediately  for  the 
Cape,  as  the  most  eligible  place,  both  for  the  recovery  of 
his  sick,  and  for  procuring  a  new  main>piece  to  the  rudder. 

From  the  2l3t  of  March,  when  we  were  in  latitude  27** 
'22'  S.,  longiliide  54*  95'  E.,  to  the  5th  of  April,  when  we 
liad  got  into  latitude  36*  12'  S.,  longitude  22°  7'  £.,  we  were 
strongly  affected  by  the  currents,  which  set  to  the  S.S.  W., 
and  S.W.  by  W.,  sometimes  at  the  rate  of  eighty  knots  a 
day.  On  the  6th,  having  got  under  the  lee  of  the  African 
coast,  we  lost  them  entirely. 

In  the  morning  of  the  6th,  a  sail  was  seen  to  the  S.W. 
standing  toward  us ;  and,  as  the  wind  soon  after  rose  from 
the  same  quarter,  we  cleared  our  ships  for  action.  We 
now  discovered,  from  the  mast-head,  nve  sail  more  on  our 
lee-bow,  standing  to  the  eastward  ;  but  the  weather  coming 
on  hazy,  we  lost  sight  of  them  all  in  an  hour's  time.  Our 
latitude  at  noon  was  35*  49'  S.,  longitude  21°  32'  E.  At 
seven  o'clock  the  next  morning  (the  7th),  we  made  the 
land  to  the  northward  at  a  considerable  distance. 

On  the  8lh,  the  weather  was  squally,  and  blew  fresh  from 
the  N.W. ;  the  following  day  it  settled  to  the  W.,  and  we 
passed  pretty  close  to  the  sail  seen  on  the  6th,  but  did  not 
nail  her.  She  was  clumsy  in  figure,  and,  to  appearance, 
unskilfully  managed  ;  yet  she  outsailed  us  exceedingly. 
The  colours  which  she  hoisted  were  different  from  any  we 
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had  seen ;  some  supposed  them  to  be  Portngneze,  others 
Imperial. 

At  day-light,  the  next  morning,  the  land  itgain  appeared 
to  the  N.N.VV. ;  and  in  the  forenoon,  a  snow  w&s  seen 
bearing  down  to  as,  which  proved  to  be  an  English  East 
India  packet,  that  had  left  Table  Bay  three  days  before, 
an**  was  cruising  with  orders  for  the  China  fleet,  ai^'d  other 
India  ships.  She  told  us,  that,  about  three  weeks  before. 
Mons.  Tronj^oller^s  squadron,  consisting  of  six  ships,  had 
sailed  from  the  Cape,  and  was  gone  to  cruise  off  St  Helenaj^ 
for  our  East  India  fleet.  This  intelligence  made  us  con- 
jecture, that  the  five  sail  we  had  seen  Standing  to  the  east- 
ward must  have  been  the  French  squadron,  who,  in  that 
case,  had  given  over  ^heir  cruise,  and  were  probably  pro- 
ceeding to  the  Mauritius.  Having  informed  the  packet  of 
our  conjectures,  and  also  of  the  time  we  understood  the 
China  ships  were  to  sail  from  Canton,  we  left  them,  and 
proceeded  toward  the  Cape. 

In  the  evening  of  the  10th,  the  Gunner^s  Quoin  bore  N. 
by  E.,  and  False  Cape,  E.N.E. ;  but  the  wind  being  at 
S.W.,  and  variable,  prevented  our  getting  into  False  Bay, 
till  the  evening  of  the  12th,  when  we  dropt  anchor  abreast 
of  Simon's  Bay.  We  found  a  strong  current  setting  to  the 
westward,  round  the  Cape,  which,  for  some  time,  we  could 
but  just  stem,  with  a  breeze  that  would  have  carried  us  four 
knots  an  hour.  The  next  morning  we  stood  into  Simon's 
Bay ;  and  at  eight  came  to  anchor,  and  moored  a  cable 
each  way ;  the  best  bower  to  the  E.S.E.,  and  small  bower, 
W.N.W. ;  the  S.E  point  of  the  ba^  bearing  S.  by  E.,  Ta- 
ble Mountain,  N.E.  {  N.;  distant  from  the  nearest  shore 
one-third  of  a  mile.  We  found  lying  here,  the  Nassau  and 
Southampton  East-Indiamen,  waiting  for  convoy  for  Eu- 
rope. The  Resolution  saluted  the  rort  with  eleven  guns, 
and  the  same  number  was  returned. 

Mr  Brandt,  the  governor  of  this  place,  came  to  visit  us, 
as  soon  as  we  had  anchored.  This  gentleman  had  con- 
ceived a  great  affection  for  Captain  Cook,  who  had  been 
his  constant  guest,  the  many  times  he  had  visited  the  Cape ; 
and  though  he  had  received  the  news  of  his  melancholy 
fate  some  time  before,  he  was  exceedingly  affected  at  the 
sight  of  our  ships  returning  without  their  old  commander. 
He  appeared  much  surprised  to  see  our  crew  in  so  stout  and 
healthy  a  condition,  as  the  Dutch  ship  that  had  left  Macao, 

on 
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on  our  arrival  thejrf ,  and.bad  j^iidhed  at  the  Cape  some  time 
before^  reported,  that  we  were  in  a  most  wretched  state, 
having  only  fourteen  hands  left  on  board  the  Resolution, 
and  seven  on  bojird  the  Piscoitrery.  It  is  not  easy  to  con- 
ceive, the  motive  these  people  could  have  had  for  propaga- 
ting  so  wanton  and  malicious  a  falsehood. 

On  the  15lh,  I  accompanied  Captain  Gore  to  Cape 
Town ;  and,  the  next  morning,  we  waited  on  Baron  Pletr 
tenberg,  the  governor,  by  whom  vfe  were  received  with 
every  possible  attention  and  civility.  He  had  also  conceived 
a  great  personal  afTection  for  Captain  Cook,  as  well  as  the 
highest  admiration  of  bis  character,  and  heard  the  recital 
of  bis  misfortune,  with  many  expressions  of  unaffected  sor- 
row. In  one  of  the  principal  apartments  of  the  governor's 
house,  he  shewed  us  two  pictures,  of  Van  Trump  and  de 
Kuyter,  with  a  vacant  space  left  between  them,  which  he 
said  he  meant  to  fill  up  with  the  portrait  of  Captain  Cook ; 
and,  for  that  purpose,  he  requested  our  assistance  when  we 
should  arrive  in  Englaqd,  in  purchasing  one  for  him,  at  any 
price. 

We  were  afterward  informed  by  the  governor,  that  all 
the  powers  at  this  time  at  war  with  England  had  given  or- 
ders to  their  cruisers  to  let  us  pass  unmolested.  This,  as 
far  as  related  to  the  French,  we  had  sufticient  reason  to 
think  true ;  as  Mr  Brandt  had  already  delivered  to  Captain 
Gore,  a  letter  from  Mr  Stephens,  inclosing  a  copy  of  Mons. 
de  Sartinc's  orders,  taken  on  bo^rd  the  Licorne.  With  re- 
spect to  the  Americans,  the  matter  still  rested  on  report ; 
but  Baron  Pleltenberg  assured  us,  that  he  had  been  ex- 
pressly told«  by  the  commander  of  a  Spanish  ship,  which 
had  touched  at  the  Cape,  that  he,  and  ail  the  officers  of  his 
nation,  had  received  orders  to  the  same  effect.  These  as- 
surances confirmed  Captain  Gore  in  the  resolution  he  had 
taken  of  maintaining,  on  his  part,  a  neutral  conduct ;  and 
accordingly,  when  on  the  arrival  of  the  Sybil,  to  convoy  the 
India  ships  home,  it  was  proposed  to  him  to  accompany 
them  on  their  passage,  he  thought  proper  to  decline  an 
offer,  the  acceptance  of  which  might,  in  case  we  had  fallen 
in  with  any  of  the  enemy's  ships,  have  brought  him  into  a 
very  diflicuU  and  embarrassing  situation. 

During  our  stay  at  the  Cape,  we  met  with  every  proof  of 
the  most  friendly  disposition  toward  us,  both  in  the  gover- 
nor and  principal  persons  of  the  place,  ^  well  Africans  as 
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Europeans.  At  our  first  arrival,  Colonel  Gordon,  the  com- 
manaer  of  the  Dutch  forces,  with  whom  i  had  the  happi- 1 
ness  of  being  on  a  fooling  of  intimacy  and  friendishrp^'wak" 
absent  on  a  journey  into  the  interior  parts  of  Afnca>  but 
returned  before  our  departure.  He  had,  on  this  occasion, 
penetrated  farther  up  the  country  than  any  other  traveller 
had  done  before  him,  and  made  great  additions  to  the  va- 
luable collection  of  natural  curiosities  with  which  he  has 
enriched  the  museum  of  the  Prince  of  Orange.  Indeed,  a 
long  residence  at  the  Cape,  and  the  powerful  assistance  he 
has  derived  from  his  rank  and  situation  there,  joined  to  an 
active  and  io^efisitigable  spirit,  and  an  eager  thirst  after 
knowledge,  have  enabled  him  to  acquire  a  more  intimate 
and  perfect  knowledge  of  this  part  of  Africa,  than  could 
have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  other  person  ;  and  it  is  with 
great  pleasure  I  can  congratulate  the  public  un  the  infor- 
mation I  have  received  of  his  intentions  to  give  the  world, 
from  his  own^  hand,  a  history  of  his  travels.* 

False  Bay rsituated  to  the  eastward  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  is  frequented  by  shipping  during  the  prevalence  of 
the  ^i^VY.  wiBds,-<which  begin  to  blow  in  May,  and  make  it 
dangerous  to  lie  in  1  able  Bay.  It  is  terminated  on  the  west 
by  the  Cape  of  Good  Uopc^  and  on  the  eastward  by  False 
Cape.  , 

The  entrance  of  the  bay  is  six  leagues  wide,  the  two 
capes  bearing  from  each  other  due  east  and  west.  About 
eleven  miles  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  on  the  west 
side,  is  situated  Simon's  Bay,  the  only  convenient  station 
(or  ships  to  lie  in  ;  for  although  the  road  without  it  aft'ords 
good  anchorage,  it  is  too  open,  and  but  ill  circumstanced 
for  procuring  necessaries,  tne  town  being  small,  and  sup- 
plied with  provisions  from  Cape  Town,  which  is  about 
twenty-four  miles  distant.  To  the  N.N.E.  of  Simon's  Bay, 
there  are  several  others,  from  which  it  may  be  easily  distin- 
guished, by  a  remarkable  sandy  way  to  the  northward  of  the 
town,  which  makes  a  striking  object.  In  steering  for  the 
harbour,  along  the  west  shore,  there  is  a  smull  flat  rock, 
called  Noah's  Ark,  and  about  a  mile  to  the  north-east  of  it, 
several  others,  called  the  Koman  Rocks.  These  lie  one 
mile  and  a  half  from  the  anchoring-place ;  and  either  be- 
tween 
•     ;::'•-:.  ^/^  {.,•  iv?;',  ^    ■,■-■     :■       ^  '.'.'i  '.:  t,"^.-^  '}'■''•■'  '•■'  "  ■  ■ 

'  Query,  Was  tbis  intention  ever  realized  ?  The  work,  supposing  it  t« 
have  been  publiihcd,  was  never  beard  of  or  seen  by  the  writer.-— £. 
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tween  them,  or  to  the  northward  of  the  Roman  Rooks^ 
tiiere  is  a  safe  pasBageintu  the  bay.  When  the  north-west 
gales  are  set  in,  the  following  bearings  will  direct  the  ma- 
riner to  a  safe  and  commodioas  berth  :  Noah's  Ark«  S.  51* 
£.y  and  the  centre  of  the  hospital,  S.  53**  W.,  in  seven  fa- 
thoms. But  if  the  south-east  winds  have  not  done  blowing, 
it  is  better  to  stay  further  out  in  eight  or  nine  fathoms. 
The  bottom  is  sandy,  and  the  anchors  settle  considerably 
before  thev  get  hold.  All  the  north  part  of  the  bay  is  low 
sandy  land,  but  the  east  side  is  very  high.  About  six  miles 
east  of  Noah's  Ark  lies  Seal  Island,  the  south  part  of  which 
is  said  to  be  dangerous,  and  not  to  be  approached,  with 
safety,  nearer  than  in  twenty-two  fathoms.  Off  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  are  many  sunk  rocks,  some  of  which  appear 
at  low  water }  and  others  have  breakers  constantly  on  them. 


The  latitude  of  the  anchoring-place  in  Simon's 
Bay,  by  observation         .... 
The  longitude         ..... 
Dip  of  the  south  end  of  the  magnetic  needle 
Variation  of  the  compass  -        -     - 


34*  iOf  S. 
18  89  E. 
46  47 
S2 ,  16  W. 


On  the  full  and  change  days,  it  was  high-water  at  5"  SS" 
apparent  time ;  the  tide  rose  and  fell  five  feet  five  inches ; 
at  the  neap  tides,  it  rose  four  feet  one  inch. 

From  the  observations  taken  by  Mr  Bayley  and  myself, 
on  the  nth  of  this  month,  when  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
bore  doe  west,  we  found  its  latitude  to  be  34*  8S'  S.,  which 
is  4'  to  the  northward  of  its  position,  as  determined  by  the 
Abb6  de  la  Caille. 

.it  Having'  completed  our  victualling,  and  furnished  our- 
selves witti  the  necessary  supply  of  naval  stores,  we  sailed 
out  of  the  bay  on  the  gth  of  May,  and  on  the  14th,  we  got 
into  the  south-east  trade-wind,  and  steered  to  the  westward 
of  the  islands  of  St  Helena  and  Ascension.  On  the  31st, 
being  in  latitude  1»*  48'  S.,  longitude  16*  40'  W.,  the  mag- 
netic needle  was  found  to  have  no  dip. 

On  the  12th  of  June,  we  passed  the  equator  for  the  fourth 
time  during  this  voyage,  in  longitude  26*  16'  W.  We  now 
began  to  perceive  the  effects  ot  a  current  setting  N.  by  E., 
hall'  a  knot  an  hour.  It  continued  in  this  direction  till  the 
middle  of  July,  when  it  began  to  set  a  little  to  the  south- 
ward ot  the  west. 

On 
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,Q^  the  leth  pi  August,  we  mad^  the  wegt^ija  .coai^  of 
trelani^,  aD4  after  a  fruitlegg  allempt  ^o  get  into  Port  Gal- 
way,  fronv  whence  it  was  Cantaip  Guru's  intentions  to  have 
seqt  the  journals  and  maps  of  our  voyage  to  Londpp^  we 
Wjere  obliged,  by  strong  southerly  winds*  to  steer r to  the 
northward.  Our  next  object  was  to  put  into  Lough  jSwiHy ; 
but  the  wind  continuing  in  J;he  same  quarter)  we  stood  ^oa 
to  the  nortliward  of  Lewis  Island ;  and  on  the  22d  of.  Au- 
gust,  at  eleven  in  the  moaning,,  both  shipi9  cape  to  aii  an- 
chor at  3tromness.  From  hence,  I  was  dispatched  by  Cap« 
tain  Qore,  to  acquaint  the  Board  of  AdiuifHlty  with  our 
arrival ;  and  on  the  4th  day  of  October  the  ships  arrived 
safe  at  the  Nore,  after  an  absence  of  four  years,  two  months, 
and  twenty-two  days.      i.  ,  .    i  bji.iu? 

On  quitting  the  Discovery  at  Stromness,  I  had  the  satis- 
faction of  leavioK  the  whole  crew  in  perfect  health ;  and  at 
the  same  time,  tpe  number  of  convalescents  on  board  the 
Resolution  did  not  exceed  two  or  three,  of  whom  only  one- 
was  incapable  of  service.  In  the  course  of  our  voyage,  the 
Resolution  lost  but  five  men  by  sipkness,  three  of  whom 
were  in  a  precarious  state  of  health  at  our  departure  from 
England ;  the  Discovery  did  not  lose  a  man.  An  unremit-' 
ting  attention  to  the  regulations  estab)isiied  by  Captaia 
Cook,  with  which  the  world  is  already  acquainted,  may  be 
justly  considered  as  the  principal  cause,  under  the  blessing 
of  Divine  Providence,  of  this  singular  success.  But  the 
baneful  effects  of  salt  provisions  might  perhaps,  in  the  end, 
have  been  felt,  notwithstanding  these  salutary  precautions, 
if  we  had  not  assisted  them,  by  availing  ourselves  of  every 
substitute,  our  situation  at  various  times  aftorded.  These 
frequently  consisting  of  articles,  which  our  people  had  not 
been  used  to  consider  as  food  for  men,  and  being  sometimes 
exceedingly  nauseous,  it  required  the  joint  aid  of  persuasion, 
authorit)',and  example,  to  conquer  their  prejudices  and  dis- 
gusts. 

The  preventives  we  principally  relied  on  were  sour  krout 
and  portable  soup.  As  to  the  antiscorbutic  remedies,  with 
which  we  were  amply  supplied,  we  had  no  opportunity  of 
trying  their  effects,  as  there  did  not  appear  the  slightest 
symptoms  of  the  scurvy^  in  either  ship,  during  the  whole 
voyage.  Our  malt  and  hops  had  also  been  kept  as  a  re- 
source, in  case  of  actual  sickness ;  and  on  examination  at 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  were  found  entirely  spoiled.  About 
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the  same  time,  were  bpened  some  casks  of  biscuit,  flour, 
malt,  pease,  oatuaeal,  and  groats,  which,  by  wa^  of  experi- 
ment, had  been  put  up  in  small  casks,  lined  with  tin-trail, 
and  found  all,  except  the  pease,  in  a  much  better  state, 
than'  could  have  been  exp<ected  in  the  usual  manner  of 
package. 

.  1  cannot  neglect  this  opportunity  of  recommending  to 
the  consideration  of  government,  the  necessity  of  allowing 
a  sufiicient  quantity  of  Peruvian  bark,  to  such  of  his  ma* 
jesty's  ships  as  ma>  be  exp(>sed  to  the  influence  of  unwhole- 
some climates.  It  happened  very  fortunately  in  the  Disco- 
very, that  only  one  of  tne  men  that  had  fevers  in  the  Straits 
of  ounda,  stood  in  need  of  this  medicine,  as  he  alone  con- 
sumed the  whole  quantity  usually  carried  out  by  surgeons, 
in  such  ver^sels  as  ours.  Had  more  been  affected  in  the 
same  manner,  they  would  probably  all  have  perishedi  from 
the  want  of  the  only  remedy  capable  of  affording  them 
effectual  relief.  ■»  jd«i=  . 

Another  circumstance  attending  this  voyage,  which,  if 
we  consider  its  duration,  and  the  nature  of  the  service  in 
which  we  were  engaged,  will  appear  scarcely  less  singular 
than  the  extraordinary  healthiness  of  the  crews,  was^  that 
the  two  ships  n^ver  lost  sight  of  each  other  for  a  day  toge- 
ther, except  twice ;  vrhich  was  owing,  the  first  time,  to  an 
accident  that  happened  to  the  Discovery  off  the  coast  of 
Owhyhee ;  and  the  second,  to  the  fogs  we  met  with  at  the 
entrance  of  Awatska  Bay.  A  stronger  proof  cannot  be 
given  of  the  skill  and  vigilance  of  our  subaltern  officers^  to 
whom  this  share  of  merit  almost  entirely  belongs. 
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,  I'll 


OpnUzthl,  „-,j^  loT^  ',u.^. 
Onulszthl^^  .  -  ,,  ,^w  ,.j 
Nas,  or  eenaeebl  nft»^^,y,;.,-v 

luloohch^lj,  l<,w  ,,,Af  A^^jl  HHt  l"!   /  , 

JJopkiee,  ,    _    -K,,  ,rivit'\N-Mv. 
Tanass,  or  t^naf*  ,.  v>, ■?,;.,.. 
Oonook,  "  .  - 

Eeneeic,  or  eleek, .     .  ■^ 
Muhchee,  or  hopkchee      • 
Joassam^^  '■^:^%,^<^ '^ \ 
Mahtai, 
]Neit,  or  neet. 


-     EoglLh.  ^,       „.^,^ 

^  mountatn,  or^htll,  '^4,^/,/^ 
^»^*&  or  'Ae  «/ipr^.,,^]^;x^, 
uf  man, 

^,«>nS'  ^^mm>:'  '^i^ueiiD 
Fire.  ■  -,  ,  'j  n(!M^.f^ 
The  land;  a  coi«ii/;y.,f,)o  ^o'g 
The  ground.  '^^  W^s**^ 
A  house. 


Jjeelopok,^;  ,j^  ,^  ^^^^  v.      The  smoke  of  a  iamp^,,:,,.,^ 


Ai,aitdaio,  -.v.V't. 

Wook,  or  Wik,    ,,  „.»,  ' 

Wik  ait, 

Macook, 

Kaeeemai,  or  kyomai, 

Kootche,  or  kotche      .  ^ . 


Jl  candle,  or  ilvrnp  fight^  .  ^  j  ^^ 


•'«1«': 


No. 

Noiig,  not  any. 

I'o  barter. 
Give  me  some  ma^e  ofit^  •    | 
To  pfiddU.  '.■: 

Aook, 


•a:- 
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Engliih. 
To  eatf  to  chew. 
The  sea. 
ji  paddle, 

A  canoe. 


Nootka. 
Aodk,  or  chiamif, 
TopalssthI,  or  toopilazthi, 
Oowhabbe, 
ShapaU^  or  thapitz,  or  cha 

pat, 
Tawailuck,  -1  A  pT^.  1 1  ^hi(e  bugle  beads. 

Seekemailej 
Ahkoo,  or  thko, 
Kaai  or  kaa  chelle, 

Wook  hak  '         -         - 

Ma,  or  maa«        •  « 

Chakeuk, 

Eetche,  or  abee»b>        •  ; 

Hahoome,  or  haooma, 

Takho,  -  • 


Chelle, 
Kaeeo, 
Alie,  or  alia, 

Klao  appe,  or  k]ai6,  '■ 

Atko,  -  •' 

lakooeshmiisb.      "    f  %  V    Ctothtng  in  ^efierat: 


Iron,  or  metal  of  any  tort. 

This. 

Give  it  me,  let  mt  look  at  it, 

ox  examiiie  it  f 
Will  hi  not  do  it  i 
Take  it. 

A  hatchet,  or  hacking  tooL 
XHqilmsurti  : 
Food. 
Bad.  This  iron  it  bad,  lakho  i 

seekemaile. 
I,  me. 
xvronein 
(Speaking  to  one)  IHend; 

hark  ye. 
Keep  it ;  I'll  not  have  it. 


•'15*^1V    Long,  or  large. 


Chauk, 


tpriuMe  on'tKeiffabet, 


Pacheetl,  or  pachati, 
Haweelsth,  or  hawalth,     - 
Kleeseetl,  ^  uv-v.^  .a 

Abeetzle,    "^"^'h''  'f^-^ii^  ^^ 

SheesooktOi 

Seeaik, 


„,t,- 


■■■»)-•, 


i\i 


Sahyaikj 
Taak, 


Togite;  give^'''-;-^';% 
Ffiendthip;fHend.      ^^t*'=«- 
To  paint,  or  mark  with  a  pen- 
cil:   :-:^v 

^     ,      -  . .,    To  (to  away,  or  ^eparti'*  •  '''*!^ 
i}>^.\u^..iV.    2\,  femain,  or  abiSc'l^'^'^f 
A  sttMe  weapon,  with  a  square 

^Point-'  "'J 

A  spear,  pointed  with  bonei    , 

The  wood  of  the  depending 

pine. 


r-A.iX. 


Luksheer,  or  luk8hectl,^>!    To  drink.    <  rJ  to  j««m^.*^ 
Soochis^  -  'A  tree,  a  wood, 

Haieeaipt, 


-awKJcfifcC-A' -•-  ■ 


focmMtay* 
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Nootktt,  Engliih. 

Haieeaipt,         •           k  ^  A  broadleaf,»knth,mimi»r* 

wood.  'A 

Tohumbeet,      ;*.u;.>  .*.  ^v.  Variegated  fine  i  nhm  fine,' 

Atheu,       ,   •    .s'Vnidi^  ;^  The  depending  pine;  or  cy* 

.  V  >  ■\  ■>'!  %fii\v\  •>nm*  WVusifN  K  preu,                          '-y.'nA 

Koeeklipti  '<  >  "" V  iVv.v*.  ^lV.  The  L'anadian  pine* 

Gho,'   ■•'     -     '■•■'*( 'TAOiM  Go. 

Sateu,           -           «•''  v«  ^  pine-top. 

Ktctfteenek,     \^v  *  <('  ^'^'^''^^  ^  ^Ae  little  cloak  thai  they  msarJ 

Kleethak,          -          •■"*   .  Ahear'ttkin, 


Klochimme, 


•   .'):'ik.'.    VI ■ 


Mtuclet,- 


••;)'?*:!m'1(|>1 


Ohkuliik,           -     .\:v»V.  ^  oModen 6ar /%  Ao&{ lAifiiM- 

.   ' '  .  ^  '     ■    '.  in.    ■                            ^'.iiy°r. 

HUlaiakasl,  or  ilaikalath,    -  Coarte  mat*  of  hark* 

£eie«|           t  ^  '1  Iv.  i-  !  An  imtrument  of  bone  to  beai 

Cbapuz  koole,  '•  •'  i*"'m  ^«i  j  ^  TAe  model  of  a  eanoe/^  >'  'f'/J 

Klapatuketeely         .v.i^<'  'jAAl  ^  6<iff  made  ofmati    *'pi^<>oT 

Tahmis,           -           ^<v'\  To  t^t ;  spiHle.     k"^<'Muu\A. 

Wasuksheet,            -i^',;o\  Tocot^h.     -          ..cloirjn //, 

Pood.             .u' ,»J«\feiKA  oT  CommoirmoM.     .iil.ii-niMiJif*, 


s^A  X    Thetnnd. 


uhatiV 


Okamha, 

Chutzquabeelslf  4  -'  \     ^  6a^  made  of  ualikih.^f^^^ 

Konneeemis,  -•v;^  ' '«    A  kmd  of  ua  weed*  v       -i^^, 

Quaookl,  or  tookpeetk.  '  *  ■    To  tit  dowie.    ''m'  '^  *  "nn^f 
Klokeeszthl,  or  quoeelfzlfady     Tonsrt^.       -  ,  ,'lt|nA. 

Tsookeeats,        -         i*  ; '-     To  walk.        ,Us'>jiaillBS')(;«A. 
Kummotchchull,      ''««k  aK    Tortm.  ,:lj>lli<!]iiljl 

KlnUklaee,     m4.   .'v*^.^       2'o  i/nftf,  or  fieaf. 
Teeshcheetl,         '  •  W^  AJ»'"       To  Mrow  a  stone. 
Teelszhtee,        •     \»  i»Ji  ^     To  ni6,  or  sharpen  metal*  ''^  \ 
Tsook,         < '  ^^v^>'  ^^  ^i*^  *  ^  ^  V    3*0  cleave,  or  rtn'A*  Aotrrf. '     '' 
Mahkatte^  » 'A?n«  ««n\w)cai   ^     A  smuiU  liliaveous  root,  '■  bthick 

they  eat.  " 

Fur  of  a  sea-otter. 
Their  largest^fishing-hoolfit^"^^ 
A  bow.  -         .    ;     Ji'/( 

Dead.  -     '   ifiommiA 

To  shoot  with  a  bow.  .^ 

An  arrow.  i'^-t::-  • 

A  Jtaxen  garment,  worn  e» 
their  common  dress, 

H^shcheene, 


Eumahtame,  -  /i*1«\  \\^,» 

Cheemaine,  -         • 

Moostatte,  -       '  w 

Kuhdheetl,  -         •• 
Kleeshsheetl,      .,  *.  .^ v,\u- 

Tseehattee,  *         *  ' 

Katshak^  •  • 


i\ 


'^M. 


,.A~-^ .  r-iitMr-J 


\\>: 


•i 


■'  I 


! 


('. 

(.  . 
i;  • 

/ :    ■ 


SO* 


Foe^iUarj/k 


Nootka»'J 


Englifh. 


Kooliminne, 

Akeieuk,  .     •  ;.v-, '   '•,  • 

Kaheita,  -        .■o-m\ 

Cheetakulheiiifbft»''um)  * 
Mittemulszth,  •    .<  ^ 

laiopox,    • ,  ;. ,  •VhA'3  3\U*  -uV  •.' 
.Wn\»  t'  n-jA  \ 
Neesksheetly  -  •  Wv  \  i 

Suchkatf,  .  «  .      *. 

Seehl,  -  -  . 

Wamnhte,'  . ,  «teiwiti«\«  ui 


A  bag  rattle, 

Aplmn  bom  point  for  Urikiag 
uaU-with.    -  ,    -.  .h 

A  barbed  bone  point  for  ditto. 
BraceUtt  ofwhUe  b\igle  beadt^ 
Thongi  tftkin  worn  about  the 
•  wrul  and  neck. 
Pieces  of  copper  tMm  99  fhfi 
iar,  ,  •iuH-y^'A 

To  sneeze,  -        ^yfmr.iiivolji 
A  comb.      '  ,■'!;■'' 

Smallfeathert  which  thejf  strew 
onthiir  htads,  ;■        ,       i 
Twisted   thongs   and  spisfvti 
worn  about  their  ankiei. 
Kutseeofitaia,  « ■\o  \'i\m%v:  -j^T    Veins  under  the^in,  nurij.A'J 
Tookqaakt       \»  V.v.jnv\^      The  dan.         »;;u  ij-Jj.Wij«{fi.>I 
.Muizthale,      .•>i.;i«  ;  \m».  «V    Poifi^  -"  ,j;iiUiUT 

Waeetch,  -     .Xvaim  v'     To  sleep.  . '  .  ..InjlufenW 

Siksaimaha,      .v;i(,>\«^osnH>!.*''    To  breathe,  or  pant.      j<joo*l 
Tuhsheetl,         -    .\nv.w  «St     To  weep.  ,.j.liiji>ifO 

Mat8koot4\v  V  'Nii'sViiM.*  ^'aN  \     Aflif.  ^UU'it.lmm'itJi]*'} 

Matook,       .    -,?VV.w\V    "^  " 
Kooees,  or  f^notent^^a^  \n  c '. 
Aopk,  -        .(-;n'r/-\   '• 

Agheeatksbeet],        .Mn<^^  oV 
Elsthltleek,        -        .mv^oV 

r,ii  to  (VA'i'vU  0  V 

Cheee«aki»,     ■^^h,  \n  ,^M\t  ' 
Tchoo, 


To  fly,-  • '-^jaurcX 

^A  instrument  bf  two  alieki 

standing  from  each  other 

with  barbs.      .i{^>  (totesfV 

A  scar  of  a  wound,  la^T 

TAroop  it  down,  or  /o  i;^!..  . .  ■^' 

Cheetkoobekaij  or  Cheetko-    A  wooden  instrument,   mth 


•  ■     -     •  m"mi  ".v'.' 
Ka^nne,  c  Koenai,    Ani. 
Keesapa, 
Klaamoo,        -  •      > 

Taaweesh,  or  Tsuskeenh, 


ntanv  6o/ie  /eeM>  to  catch 


nu  oon 
small JisK  with. 


»Gdr.) 


A  crow ;  a  bird.  , 

Afiik.;  a  white  bream. 

A  bream  striped  with  blue  and 

goldxolours.  1 

A  stone-weapon^  ox  tomahawk, 

with  a  wooden  handle. 

Kamaisthlik, 


■•».. 


Voenbulttti/, 


19(15 


Kamnislhlik) 


Mckt 
other. 


Mtt  V. 


Klahmn,        " 
SeetsQcnniik,        * 
UettM,  or  Heecee, 
Klapissinie, 
Ow&tinne,        • 
KluhmisSf 

Oulckooma,        -        -i  a  V..  — ^_  _ 

Kotyook,  or  Hotyok,     *>>  ^  A  knife. 

See  eema,         -  -'^  W  AJming-netr 

y/ettiAi  (    .,.••;.  ,....^A  v»V,  A  $tranger. 

QuahmW;    '^^'^"i^^i^*',  Fish-roe  strewed  upon  pinC' 

.v^UUwivv'v         branches  and  siu-wetd, 

KaatI,  -  -ii'w.i  V.  Give  met  ,'-iy>,,:-a-mi 

Hooksquaboohth!,   li^ftAV  A  nhafe-harpoon  and  ropti'i 

Komook,        -        '   **-4\»  V.  Chimara  monstfout,  J 

Quotluk,  or  Quollukac,''>«i^  A  sea-otter\  tkin>    iQWia^iA.    , 

MaasenusthI,        -     '  ^  ^7  An  oblong  wooden   »tap6H, 


English. 
A  kind  of  snare  to  catekflih, 

or  otJier  unimnis  ttith. 

Winjiftathm  cf'a  rtd  bird^ 

Anger  ;  scolding. .       .    .    j/. 

A  brown  strtatM  imiA^«K/t/. 

A  raeoon,  ■•         ,  u-<nui»iti\i 

A  white-headed  44i^k.  ' 

Train  oil;  a  biadde^Jilled  with 

it,- 
Large  carved  woodtnfatOf**^ 


Hohodmaj 

Tooquacumilsthi, 

Cha, 

Sooma, 

Aeeaj 

Koeetaak,         •• 
Keepsleelokszl, 
Isseu, 

Wan«h<ie,    '   - 
Chastimmetz, 

Ookoomillszthlj 
Koomitz, 
Keehlwahmoot, 
Tseeapoox, 

Summeto,       '-■* 

Maalszthi, 
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two  feet  hng. 
A  wooden  mask  of  the  human 

face. 
A  seal-skin.       .^•'ifflil'iWfalX 
Let  me  set  it.  ,Uuim^\\'ki\<i' 
A  kind  of  haddock^  of  a  fti* 

dish  brown  colour.  .      — 
A  sardine. 

A  wolf-skin  dress.   'I'jh ojf./i" 
A  woollen  garment. 
Fine"  bar ki  ^'■ufl*. 

Wild  cat  skinOynx  brunneus). 
A  common,  and  also  pine-ma  f- 

tin. 
A  Utile  round  wooden  cup,      ' 
A  human  skuH. 
A  skiu' bladder  used  in_fishing. 
A  conic  cap  made  of  mat,  worn 

on  the  head. 
A  squirrel ;  they  also  called  a 

rat  by  this  name. 
A  deer's  harm 

Jakop?, 


^yt.^.^, 


^ 


Wl^r,'.  J^^Ws  '. 


jfc: 


// 


^ 


^oeahvUary. 


i: 


%\ 


Nooika. 
JtkofM» 

Kolineetl^  or  Kolibent, 
Athatla*  or  Acbaklakf     - 
Acbatlaha,       .- »  * 

AksMheba,  or  Aku»che, 
HaitmuMik, 
MaeeUalulithl,  ^^<:1k^^i\\'m  ^ 

Kookelixo,        -  m,\. 

Natcha,         -     Mvr-;  •*»  I 

Klihkleek, 

Klaklasm, 

Ko, 


EnglUh. 
A  man,  or  mate. 
To  tup  uith  a  tpoon. 
What  it  your  ttame  ? 
fVhat  it  hit  name  If 
tVhttt  it  tht  mamt  of  that  f 
A  wooden  tabre. 
A  bone-weapon,  like  the  Pa- 

Afiih-fin ;  the  hand. 


...-.,,.  AJish-taiL  «.  r>»irfttO 

.•t\«kA  K  The  hoof  of  an  animal,     .^^ 

.  .-■j,'^m/kt<\_>^  A  bracelet. 

,x\im\^-\i%>.  An  article,  to  give  ttrength  of 
1 1         -<ici         exprettioH  to  another  word, 

Nakti,  w  Nahek,  .    sm\h  Friendthip, 

Teelithoup,  ^•■■<\t^%)  A  large  cuttle-jith,  X 

Pachas,        -  -Aink  He  gave  it  me.      u:^\rk>*fM 

Quaeeaitsaak,    ..    <•«    vA.<^,  A  yellow,  ot  red  fox,  a 


Atchakoe,        -<  ^ftUj-*    V, 

Aheita,   ^^s\<\tm  '»tto\i»  wV*. 

Kiahkilltup, 

Akbnupl^        -  -     . . 


Klaiwahmisi, 
Mollsthapait, 
Taeetcba, 
Kaaitz, 


1.^ 


Tahooquossim, 
Moowatche^        -        -' 

Mamat',  -  *        .**  - 

Klaokotl,        -  hif  t:>'>M<itti  «t. 

Pall9%thpatl> 

Pineetl,         - 

Seeta, 

SeehsheeU, 

Ooolszth^ 


■M> 


A  limpet.  q- 

A  tweet  fern-root  they  eat,  ^^ 
The  strawberry  plant. 
A  narrow  gratt  that  growt  oh 

the  rocks, 
A  cloud, 
A  feather. 

FullfSatitfied  with  eating. 
A  necklace  of  small  volute 

shellt. 
A  carved  human  head  of  wood, 

decorated  with  hair. 
A  carved  wooden  vizor,  like 

the  head  of  a  Quebrenta- 

huessos.  ,,  H(> 

A  black  linnet  with  a  white 

hill. 
Give  me  something. 
Glimmer  (sheet). 
The  name  they  apply  to  fi  goati 

probably  of  a  deer. 
The  tail  of  an  animaL^in^* 
To  kill. 

A  sandpiper,  ■  ^»    f    '^  • 

>:    Saecmitz, 


.'»^ 


.#»■«»* -'li.. 
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hat% 
<A<Pft* 


rukgth  tf 
tr  word, 

,.■"•■'* 

ty  tat. 
t. 
grow*  OH 

I 

ting, 
ill  volute 

d  of  wood, 

U<e6reiifa- 
h  a  white 


to  ^  goat  i 
r. 


T. 


Cbookwuk, 
KlooMsht, 
KeeUma,       \im 
Mikeellzylh, 


Saecmitz, 


Eiigliih.  y 

•  .\)V^   Chequered  »truw-b(ukiti» 
\ .    To  go  up,  or  awajf. 
Smoked  herringu 
ai»itvi   Ih.    Puncturation.  •Ji*uv> 

ff  a .       To  fatten,  or  /iV  a  fAJn|g. 
Cheeteeakarqiissttii  . ««.  i»v^,*Vv  /^'A'^*  Afa</«.  "" '} ^ 

Kakkumipt,        -        •  nS  V    ^  tea-wttd,  or  ifraif^on  vAiVA 

,  uv  V»tii»A  I*.  ?,i  tv/t^  Vv       ^A<y  i/r«r  iith-roe. 
Eissuk,  •  .t^A>pt\      ^  ior<  o/'/mA;  ;  allium  trique- 

«  ■» 4f>m.> ''.<%  ''™q{\vjt        truin.  ^* 

Kut8ku»hilzslh,  -  *      t^     To  tear  a  thing,    .ui...u«nA 

Mitzaleo,        «  -        .      A  knot.  Vi«ti  «w^J  iis/l 

Mamakeeo,    •*•*<.■  'I- /.       To  tie  a  knot.  ^kI^JhJkM 

Kluksilzttl),         -        -  i>\        To  loosen,  or  untie, 
Klukaikom,  -       ,^,i  A    The  leaf  of  a  plant.        ..r.oll 

Sadinne,  or  lasiD,      ir*ito^4\   A  humming-bird.       .!«i-iijloK 
Koohquoppa,     Vi9  i      •  >^'>  V   u4  granulated  Hly-root  they 

-  .';..  ii.-,  r'V         M/.-  .."     ■ 

Seeweebt,         -       .-^^■yls  k>  i  Alder-tree.  .44»jwt,t> 

Kaweebt,        -       o-  Ai^s^^V  Ra^berty-bush.      .  ..  ituai^  F 
Kieehseep,        -    •      -..rj^*^   The  flower  of  a  plant.  "• 

Klumma,         -  -  .v.    '.    Large  wooden  imaget  placed 

.TiM^i^  V       at  one  end  of  their  hoiuet, 
Aiahtoop,  or  Aiahtoopth,         A  porpoise. 
Toshko,         -  -  A  small  brown  spotted  cod. 

Aszlimupt,  or  Ulszthimipt,       Flaxen  stuff",  of  which  they 

':  ■       make  their  gurmenit.        •  ' 
-1A-  iKX  An  eepretsion  of  approbation^^ 

•  ot  Jriendship. 

■:.:*  M!ii  Troughs  out  of  which  they  eat, 
A  twig-basket. 
The  roof  of  a  house ;  boards, 
•  -twfw  Settles. 

A  wooden  sta^e,  or  frame,  oh 
which  thejish-me  is  dried. 
'  t»  WDU.'  A  withe  of  bark  for  fastening 

planks. 
«» A  ,A  V    A  circular  hole  that  serves  as  a  ' 
,^|,^YV  window. 

-   \  vX'V     Large  planks  of  which  their  ' 
, .  ,\  .,^Va         houses  are  built.   .:_  -    j     :  / 
Straw,  ,     -'''1 

Haquanuk^ 


Wakash, 

Kullekeea,   o;!t«H  \i« 

Kaots, 

Sllook, 

EiUzthmukt, 

Koeeklass, 

Matlieu/Coa^iH  i 

Nahass, 

NeeUoanimme, 

Chaipuia^ 


V'i'4^  '*'VV 


■-■.;;i..»»?^:;;v 


::U' 


I 


spa.  yoeaMary,'  / 

'     '■  •  ,.'**'-#  •    .  •     "^„  t,i'i  -^a 

]Voo/*a.         ^  English. 

Haquanak,        !•     wfiBM|i*\a!^ '^.  ^  <rAe»<,  or  large  box,    <  -  f*^ 

Chahkots,        «v  s^"if^#»  .v^  «i\!  ji  square  wooden  Imektt,  to 

*j.wit*w' nv''u:'.A©swtA       hold  water. 

Chahquanna^     .itpimisMav  "<  A  square  wooden  drmkmg- 

Klennut,        -     jk<Mi'k.%'m^hi.:  A  wooden  wedge.  i   h*,/ 

KoiJkolftainuniy   .^ '.nmtm  S  j  A  targe ckett.  '        ^ 

KlieutsuD^ioiy      /^tNiV!^  :m\'k-h  -  A  hoard  to  kneel  on  when  theyi 
.  •■■■  ,..wttv5".i^,?¥wi*«ii~^'-'    petddhi    '      -  ..rf.>«s*M 

Tseelszthook,       -  :nititt%  r-i<  Afrmneqfsquarepoles.      «_ 
Aminulszth,    .^nm^i'^v  tnvAJisk,-  "^ 

Natckkoa  ane^T         <^)v^»l  u  I^epartkularname$aftW>of 
Matseeta,       5  ''-'ut'*'  UK^hii^      .the-mon»trou$  imagei  called 

.■..,-,  >tc»iiM,*«iMrtAi:t'       Klwnma. 
Hoaa,        .M?«^Vv>  \>'%8«v^*V   Togi^thatway.      fi"rtJ!.r»»i«-fi 
AchichU,       >n!MV''?v(u««*ii4\  k   IV/uit-doen  heaayf  -«'' 

Aeek, '         v^  ik4«^«*tor\|;  k   TAe  oval  part  of^phedfdart*^ 
Aptsheetl,         •    ii;>i*4j^*^  >    To  steal. 
Quoeeup,        -       i%v*v*>«»iiT#w  To  break,     r-*        Hiifm?*f>s^| 
Uhshsapai,      .f«»^,>  i|(Vt^i\»''«l.  TopuU.  j,|tMt^ 

Tseehka,      ^m  vc^r."tv"/i*iftr^v';'t  A  general  song.      ^<|i*'i«i«j;iii4 
Apte,  or.appe,  .H"<^;(>^.3*^w>-1  l^ii.  -  •..#...? ^#iiMB*^    • 

Kai^  . '■ixi  V<'*W.'*''i«y  **-»"'    Thanks,     -.       ,      "  ^ 

KotI,  ,  -.'  .':,<,^^s^m^v.  Me;  L''~""!^^i^  '^ 'f^^^^^^':'\ 
Paaihpunil[V,i,^,t>4Vim^4^J)Kv£  A  Vk  A  black  beating  stone.  -^^^  ■- 
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V  As  the  greatest  pain  I  feel  in  committing  the  following 
sheets  to  me  press,  arises  from  an  apprehension  that  many 
of  my  readers  will  accuse  me  of  egotism,  I  will  not  incur 
that  charge  in  my  preface,  by  detaining  them  with  the  rea- 
sons which  have  induced  me,  at  this  time,  to  yield  to  the 
desire  of  my  friends.  It  is  t  qually  indifferent  to  the  public 
to  be  told  how  it  happened,  that  nothing  should  have  ^ot 
the  better  of  my  indolence  and  reluctance  to  comply  with 
the  same  requests,  fpr  the  space  of  twenty  years. 

I  will  employ  these  few  introductory  pages  merely  to  shew 
what  pretensions  this  work  may  have  to  the  notice  of  the 
world,  after  those  pubhcations  which  have  preceded  it. 
-  It  is  well  known  that  the  Wager,  one  of  Lord  Anson's 
squadr.n,  was  castaway  upon  a  desolate  island  in  the  South- 
seas.  The  subject  of  this  book  is  a  relation  of  the  extraor- 
dinary difBculties  and  hardships  through  which,  by  the  as* 
sislance  of  Divine  Providence,  a  small  part  of  her  crew 
escaped  to  their  native  land ;  and  a  very  small  proportion 
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of  tlioso  made  their  way,  in  a  new  and  unheard>of  manner, 
over  a  large  and  desert  tract  of  land,  between  the  western 
mouth  of  Magellanic  Streight  and  the  capital  of  Chili ;  a 
country  scarce  to  be  paralleled  in  any  part  of  the  globe,  in 
that  it  aflbrds  neither  fruits,  grain,  nor  even  roots  proper 
for  the  sustenance  of  ninn ;  and,  what  is  still  more  rare,  the 
very  sea,  which  yields  a  plentiful  support  to  many  a  barren 
coast,  on  this  tempestuous  and  inhospitable  shore  is  found 
to  he  almost  as  barren  as  the  land;  and  it  must  be  confess- 
ed, that  to  those  who  cannot  mtcrcst  themselves  with  see- 
ing humun  nature  labouring,  from  day  to  day,  to  preserve 
its  existence  under  tlic  continual  want  of  «uch  real  neces- 
saries, as  food  and  shelter  from  the  most  rigorous  climate, 
the  following  sheets  will  afford  but  little  entertainment. 

Yet,  after  all,  it  must  be  allowed  there  can  be  no  other 
way  ofascertainin<;  the  geography  and  natural  history  of  a 
country,  which  is  altogether  morass  and  a  rock,  incapable 
of  products  or  culture,  than  by  betting  down  every  minute 
circumstance  which  was  observed  in  traversing  it.  The 
same  may  be  said  of  the  inhabitants,  their  manners,  reli- 
gion, and  language.  What  fruits  could  an  European  reap 
I'rom  a  ntore  inlunate  acquaintance  with  them,  than  wiiat 
he  will  Bnd  in  the  following  accidental  observations  i  We 
saw  the  most  unproiitabit'  spot  on  the  globe  of  the  earth,  and 
such  it  is  described  and  ascertained  to  be. 

It  i$  to  be  hoped,  some  little  amends  may  be  mad^  by 
such  an  insight  as  is  given  into  the  interior  part  of  the  coun* 
try ;  and  1  find  what  I  have  put  down  has  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  be  pleasing  to  soue  of  my  friends ;  insomuch,  that 
the  only  fault  1  have  yet  had  laid  to  my  papers  is,  that  of 
being  too  short  in  the  article  of  the  Spanish  settlements. 
But  here  1  must  say,  1  have  been  dubious  of  tiie  partiality 
of  my  friends;  and,  as  I  think,  justly  fearful  lest  the  world 
in  general,  who  may  perhaps  hnd  compassion  and  indul- 
gence for  a  protracted  tale  of  distress,  may  not  give  the 
same  allowance  to  a  luxurious  imagination  triumphing  in  a 
change  of  fortune,  and  sudden  transition  from  the  most  dis* 
mal  lo  the  gayest  scenes  in  the  universe,  and  thereby  indul- 
ging  an  egotism  equally  offensive  to  the  envious  and  cen- 
sorious. 

I  speak  as  briefly  as  possible  of  matters  previous  to  oor 
final  separation  from  the  rest  of  Lord  Anson's  squadron ; 
for  it  is  from  this  epocha  that  the  train  of  our  misfortunes 
;.,  properly 
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propcrly  commencei :  and  though  Mr  Pulkdey,  oae  of  the 
warrant  officers  of  the  Wager,  has,  long  since,  pubiishetl  a 
Journal  and  Account  of  the  re!>'rn  of  that  part  of  the  ship's 
company,  which,  dissenting  .njm  Captain  Cheap's  propo- 
posai  of  endeavouring  to  regain  their  native  country  by 
way  of  the  great  continent  of  South  America,  took  their 

Sassage  home  in  the  long>boat,  through  the  Streights  of 
lagellan,  our  transactions  during  our  abode  on  tiie  island 
have  been  related  by  him  in  so  concise  a  manner,  as  to 
leave  many  particulars  unnoticed,  and  others  touched  so 
slightly,  that  they  appear  evidently  to  have  been  p^t  toge-s 
ther  with  the  pur[)09e  of  juslitying  those  proceedings  whfch 
could  not  be  considered  in  any  other  !ight  thiirr  th^t  of  di- 
rect mutiny.  Accordingly,  we  find  that  the  main  substance 
of  his  Journal  is  employed  in  scrutinizing  the  conduct  of 
Captain  Cheap,  and  setting  forth  the  conferences  whioh 
passed  between  him  and  the  seceders,  relative  to  the  way 
and  measures  they  were  to  take  for  their  return  home.  £ 
have,  therefore,  taken  some  pains  to  review  those  early  pas* 
sages  of  the  unfortunate  scene  I  am  to  represent,  an4  t<r 
enter  into  n  detail,  without  wbtch  no  sound  jad||n»enicaiK 
be  formed  of  any  disputed  point,  especially  when  it  ha»  been 
carried  so  far  '•»  to  end  in  personal  resenttaent.  When 
contests  aikfd  dissensiona  shati  be  found  to  have  gone  that 
length,  it  wril  be  obvious  to  every  reader,  why  a  lieentiontf 
crew  should  hevrken  to  any  factious  leader,  rather  than  to^ 
tlie  solidity  of  their  captain's  advice,  who  made  itevident 
to  every  unprejudiced  understanding)  that  their  Aiirest 
obanee  for  safety  and  a  bettcrfovtane,  was  to  preceM  with 
the  long-boat  till  ihey  should  make  prize  of  some  vessel  of 
the  enemy^  and' thereby  be  enabMdto  bring  to  the  commo- 
dore a  supply  of  stout  foHows  t6  assist  in  his  conquetits>  aird^ 
share  in  the  honour  and  rewards'.,  • 

'Aftd  yet  it  is  but  justice,  even  to  this  ungovernable  herd,' 
to  explain,  that  though,  as  1  have  said  above,  they  appear- 
ed in  the  light  of  mutineers,  they  were  not  actually  such  \nr 
the  eye  of  the  law ;  for,  till  a  subsequent  act,  made  indeed 
on  this  occasion,  the  pay  of  u  ship's  crew  ceased  immedi- 
ately upon  her  wreck,  and  consequently  the  officers^  autho-, 
rity  and  command. 

.  Having  explained  the  foregoing  particulars,  I  hope  I 
may  flatter  myself,  there  are  tew  things  in  the  following 
Sheets  which  will  not  be  readily  understood  by  the  greatest 
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I  tart  of  tny  readers;  therefore  I  will  not  detain  them  any 
onger.'  .  '       , 

CHAPTER  I.     "!«w«  ttf«  .•mlKatftM 
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Jeeount  of  the  IVager  and  her  Equipment ^-^Captain  Kid's 

Death, — Succeeded  btf  Captain  Cheap — Our  Diaasten  com- 

_  mence  with  our  Foi/age. — Welote  Sight  of  our  Squadron  in 

I  a  Gaie  of  Wind,^Dreadful  Storm.—Ship  ttriket.  . ,  , ..  ^   ^ , 

THE  eouipment  and  destination  of  the  squadron  fitted 
~  out.  in  the  year  1740,  of  which  Commodore  Anson 
had  the  command,  being  sufficiently  known  from  the  am- 
ple and  well-penned  relation  of  it  under  his  directioui  I 
shall  recite  no  particulars  that  are  to  be  found  in  that 
work.  But  il  may  be  uecessary,  for  the  better  understand-^ 
ing  the  disastrous  fate  of  the  Wager,  the  subject  of  the  fol- 
lowing sheets,  to  repeat  the  remark,  that  a  strange  infatua- 
tion seemed  to  prevail  in  the  whole  conduct  of  this  em- 
harkation :  For  though  it  was  unaccountably  detained  till 
the  season  for  its  saihng  was  past,  no  proper  use  was  made 
of  that  time«  which  should  have  been  employed  in  provi- 
ding a  suitable  force  of  sailors  and  soldiery ;  nor  was  there 
a  due  attention  ^iven  to  other  requisites  for  so  peculiar  and 
extensive  a  destmation.  ■  '^ 

This  neglect  not  only  rendered  the  expedition  abortive  ini 
its  principal  object,  but  most  materially  affected  the  condi-: 
tion  of  each  particular  ship,  and  none  so  fatally  as  the  Wa- 
ger, who  being  an  old  Indiaman,  bought  into  the  service 
upon  this  occasion,  was  now  fitted  out  as  a  man  of  war : 
But  being  made  to  serve  as  a  store-ship,  was  deeply  laden 

'  Bulkeley's  narrative  above  referred  to,  and  which  certainly  deserves 
to  be  better  known  than  it  now  is,  will  be  found  in  this  Appendix,  No*  2. 
The  impartial  reader,  it  is  believed,  will  hesitate  to  join  with  Byron  Jn  opi- 
nion as  to  the  motives  which  occasioned  its  publication ;  nor  is  it  unihi- 
portant  for  him  to  recollect,  that  Byron  himself  at  one  time  sanctioned 
the  chief  measures  and  sentimeats  which  fiulkoley  and  his  associates 
adopted.— £. 
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wilh  all  kinds  of  careening  geer,  military,  and  other  storcit 
for  tlie  UM  of  the  other  ships ;  and  what  is  more,  crowded 
with  bale-goods,  and  incumbered  with  merchandize.  A 
ship  of  this  quality  and  condition  could  not  be  expected  to 
work  with  that  readiness  and  ease  which  was  necessary  for 
her  security  and  preservation  in  those  heavy  seas  which  she 
.vas  to  encounter.  Her  crew  consisted  of  men  pressed  from 
long  voyai;es  to  be  sent  upon  a  distant  and  hazardous  ser* 
vice;  on  the  other  hand,  all  her  land-forces  were  no  more 
than  a  poor  detachment  of  infirm  and  decrepid  invalids 
from  Chelsea  hospital,  desponding  under  the  apprehen- 
sions of  a  long  voyage.  It  is  not  then  to  be  wondered,  that 
Captain  Kid,  under  whose  command  this  ship  sailed  out  of 
the  port,  should  in  his  last  moments  presage  her  ill  suc- 
cess, ttiuugh  nothing  very  material  happened  during  hit 
command. 

At  his  death  he  was  succeeded  by  Captain  Cheap,  who 
still,  withoat  any  accident,  kept  company  with  the  squadron 
till  we  had  almost  gained  ihe  southernmost  mouth  ot  Straits 
Le  Maire;  when,  being  the  sternmost  ship,  we  were,  by 
the  sudden  shifting  of  the  wind  to  the  southward,  and  the 
turn  of  the  tide,  very  near  being  wrecked  upon  the  rocks 
of  Statei.  Land ;  which,  notwithstanding,  having  weather- 
ed, contrary  to  the  expectation  of  the  rest  of  the  squadron, 
we  endeavoured  all  in  our  power  to  make  up  our  lost  way, 
and  regain  our  station.  This  we  effected,  and  proceeded  m 
our  voyage,  keeping  company  with  the  rest  or  the  ships  for 
some  time,  when  by  a  great  roll  of  a  hollow  sea  we  carried 
away  our  mizen-must/  all  the  chain-plates  to  windward  be- 
ing broken.  Soon  after,  hard  gales  at  west  coming  on  with 
a  prodigious  swell,  there  broke  a  heavy  sea  in  upon  the  ship> 
which  stove  our  boats,  and  filled  us  for  some  time. 

These  accidents  were  the  more  disheartening,  as  our  car- 
penter was  on  board  the  Gloucester,  and  detamed  there  by 
the  incessant  tempestuous  weather,  and  a  sea  impracticabk: 
for  boats.  In  a  few  days  he  returned,  and  supplied  the  loss 
of  a  mizen-mast  by  a  lower  studding-sail  boom  ;  but  this 
expedient,  together  with  the  patching  up  of  our  rigging, 
was  a  poor  temporary  relief  to  us.  We  Were  soon  obliged 
to  cut  away  our  best  bower-anchor  to  ease  the  fore-most, 
the  shrouds  and  chafn-plates  of  which  were  all  broken,  and 
the  ship  in  all  parts  in  a  most  crazy  condition. 
^i^hui  shattered  and  disabled,  a  single  ship,  (Tor  we  had 
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now  lo0t  sighl  of  our  squadron)  we  had  tlte  additional  mur- 
tification  to  find  ourselves  bearing  for  the  land  on  our  lee- 
•hore,  having  thus  far  persevered  in  the  course  we  held, 
from  an  error  in  conjecture :  For  the  weather  was  unfa- 
Tourabte  for  obsenration,  and  there  are  no  charts  of  that 
part  of  the  coast.  When  those  officers  who  first  perceived 
their  mistake  endeavoured  to  persuade  tlie  captain  to  alter 
bis  course,  and  bear  away,  for  the  greater  surety,  to  tht 
westward,  he  persisted  in  making  directly,  ns  he  thought, 
for  the  island  of  SocorO ;  and  to  such  as  dared  from  time 
to  t»m«  to  deliver  their  doubts  of  bein^  entangled  with  the 
land  stretching  to  the  westward,  he  replied.  That  he  thought 
himself  in  no  case  at  liberty  to  deviate  fVom  his  orders,  and 
that  the  absence  of  his  ship  from  the  first  place  of  rendez- 
tous  would  entirely  frustrate  the  whole  squadron  in  the  first 
object  of  their  attack,  and  possibly  decicle  upon  the  fortune 
oflhe  Irhole  expedition.  For  the  better  understanding  the 
force  of  his  reasoning,  it  is  necessary  to  explain,  that  the 
island  of  Soeoro  is  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Baldivia,  the 
capture  of  which  place  could  not  be  eflfected  without  the 
junction  of  that  ship,  which  carried  the  ordnance  and  mi« 
litarv  stores. 

The  knowledge  of  the  great  importance  of  giving  so  ear- 
ly and  anexpected  a  blow  to  the  Spaniards,  determined  the 
eaptain  to  make  the  shortest  way  to  the  point  in  view ;  and 
that  rigid  adherence  to  orders,  Irom  which  bethought  him-^ 
self  in  no  case  at  liberty  to  depart,  begot  in  him  a  stubborn 
defiance  of  all  difficulties,  and  took  away  from  him  those 
apprehensions  which  so  justly  alarmed  all  such  as,  from  ig« 
norance  of  the  orders,  had  nothing  present  to  their  minds 
but  the  dangers  of  a  lee-shore. »  •-  -^      .,«<;■->  ^-i 
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*  Cnptain  Cheap  has  been  BU8i)ected  of  a  de^n  aT  goins  on  the  8p(i« 
nish  eoflst  without  the  commodore ;  but  no  part  of  his  conduct  seema  to 
authorize,  in  the  least,  such  a  suspicion.  The  author  wlio  brings  this  heavy 
charge  against  him,  is  equally  naistaken  in  imagining  that  Captain  Cheap 
had  not  instructions  to  sail  to  this  island,  and  that  the  commodore  did  net- 
ther  go  nor  send  thither  to  inform  himself  if  any  of  the  squadron  were 
there.  This  appears  from  the  orders  delivered  to  the  captains  of  the  8qa»- 
dron  the  day  before  they  sailed  from  St  Catherine's  (L.  Anson's  Voyage, 
vol.  xi,  p.  267,) ;  from  the  orders  of  the  council  on  board  the  Centurion  in 
the  bay  of  St  Julian,  (p.  976.)  and  from  the  conduct  of  the  commodore,  (p. 
305,)  who  a-uized  (with  the  utmost  hazard)  more  than  a  fortnight  offfthe 
island  of  Soeoro,  and  along  tlic  coast  in  its  neighbourhood.  It  was.  the 
second  rendezvous  at  Baldivia,  and  not  that  at  Soeoro,  that  the  cemmo* 
dore  was  forced  by  necessity  to  neglect. 
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We  had  for  tooac  time  been  teniibU  of  our  approMh  to 
the  landt  ffom  no  other  token  than  those  of  weeds  and  birds* 
which  arc  the  usual  indications  of  nearing  the  coast ;  bul 
at  length  we  had  an  imperfect  view  of  an  eminence,  which 
we  ooojccturcd  to  be  one  of  the  mountain*  of  the  Cordil- 
leras. Thia,  however*  was  not  so  distinctly  teen,  but  that 
many  conceived  it  to  be  the  eifect  of  imagination ;  but  if 
the  captain  was  persuaded  of  the  nearness  of  our  danger* 
it  was.  now  too  late  to  remedy  it  {  for  at  this  time  the  straps 
of  the  fore  jeer  blocks  breaking,  the  fore-yard  came  down, 
and  the  greatest  part  of  the  men  being  disabled  through 
fatigue  and  sickneu,  it  was  some  time  before  it  could  b« 

Sot  up  again.  The  few  hands  who  were  emploj^ed  in  this 
usiness  now  plainly  saw  the  land  on  the  larboard  beam, 
bearing  N.  W.,  upon  which  the  ship  was  driving  bodily. 
Orders  were  then  given  immediately  by  the  captain  to  sway 
the  fore-yard  up,  and  set  the  foresail;  which  done,  we 
wore  ship  with  her  head  to  the  southward,  and  endeavour- 
ed to  crowd  her  off  from  the  land ;  but  the  weather,  from 
being  exceedingly  tempestuous,  blowing  now  a  perfect  hor« 
ricane,  and  right  in  upon  the  shore,  rendered  our  endea* 
vours  (for  we  were  now  only  twelve  hands  fit  for  duty)  en- 
tirely fruitless.  The  night  came  on,  dreadful  beyond  de- 
•cription,  in  which,  attempting  to  throw  out  our  topsails 
to  claw  off  the  shore,  they  were  immediately  blown  from 
the  yards. 

In  the  morning,  about  four  o'clock,  the  ship  struck.  The 
•hock  we  received  upon  this  cx-casion,  though  very  great, 
being  not  unlike  a  blov>  ,i  a  heavy  sea,  such  as  in  the  se- 
ries of  preceding  stortu:*  we  had  often  experienced,  was  ta- 
ken for  the  same ;  but  we  were  soon  undeceived  by  her 
striking  more  violently  than  before,  which  laid  her  upon 
her  beam-ends,  tne  «ea  makins;  a  fair  breach  over  her. 
Every  person  thai  now  conld  stir  was  presently  upon  the 
quarter-deck ;  and  many  even  of  those  were  alert  upon  this 
occasion  that  had  not  shewed  their  faces  upon  deck  for 
above  two  months  before :  Several  poor  wretches,  who 
were  in  the  last  stage  of  the  scurvy,  and  who  could  '  -  i  get 
out  of  their  hammocks,  were  immediately  drowned. 

In  this  dreadful  situation  she  lay  for  some  little  time, 
every  soul  on  board  looking  upon  the  present  minute  as  bis 
last,  for  there  was  nothing  to  be  seen  but  breakers  all 
around  us.  However,  a  mountainous  sea  hove  her  off  from 
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thence ;  but  she  presently  struck  again^  and  broke  her  tiller. 
Id  this  terrifying  and  critical  juncture,  to  have  observed  all 
the  various  modes  of  horror  operating  according  tt>  the  8e« 
veral  characters  and  complexions  amongjt  us,  it  was  neces- 
sary that  the  observer  himself  should  have  been  free  from 
all  impressions  of  danger.  Instances  there  were,  however, 
of  behaviour  so  very  remarkable,  they  ouuld  not  escape  the 
notice  of  any  one  who  was  not  entirely  bereaved  of  his 
senses;  for  some  were  in  this  condition  to  all  intents  and 
purposes ;  particularly  one,  in  the  ravings  despair  brought 
upon  him,  was  seen  stalking  about  the  deck  flourishing  a 
cutlass  over  his  head,  and  calling  himself  kin^  of  the  coun- 
try, and  striking  every  body  he  ctme  near,  till  his  compa- 
nions, seeing  no  other  security  against  his  tyranny,  knock- 
ed him  down.  Some,  reduced  before  by  long  sickness  and 
the  scurvy,  became  on  this  occasion,  as  it  were,  petrified 
and  bereaved  of  all  sense,  like  inanimate  logs,  and  were 
bandied  to  and  fro  by  the  jerks  and  rolls  of  the  ship,  with- 
out exerting  any  efforts  to  help  themselves.  So  terrible 
was  the  scene  of  foaming  breakers  around  us,  that  one  of 
the  bravest  tnen  we  had  could  not  help  expressing  his  dis- 
may at  it,  saymg,  it  was  too  shocking  a  sight  to  bear;  and 
would  have  thrown  himself  over  the  rails  of  the  quarter- 
deck into  the  sea  had  he  not  been  prevented ;  but  at  the 
same  time  there  were  not  wanting  those  who  preserved  a 
presence  of  mind  truly  heroic.  The  man  at  the  helm, 
though  both  rudder  and  tiller  were  ^one,  kept  bis  station ; 
and  being  asked  by  one  of  the  oihcers  if  tne  ship  would 
steer  or  not)  first  took  his  time  to  make  trial  by  the  wheel, 
and  then  answered  with  as  much  respect  and  coolness  as  if 
the  ship  had  been  in  the  greatest  safety,  and  immediately 
after  applied  himself  with  his  usual  serenity  to  his  duty, 
persuaded  it  did  not  become  him  to  desert  it  as  long  as  the 
ship  kept  together.  Mr  Junes,  mate,  who  now  survives  not 
only  this  wreck,  but  that  ot°  the  Litchfield  man  of  war  upon 
the  coast  of  Barbary,  at  the  lime  when  the  ship  was  in  the 
most  imminent  danger,  not  only  shewed  himself  undaunted, 
but  endeavoured  to  inspire  the  same  resolution  in  the  men, 
saying,  "  My  friends,  let  us  not  be  discouraged,  did  you 
never  pee  a  ship  amongst  breakers  before?  Let  us  endea- 
vour to  p|»h  her  through  them.  Come,  lend  a  hand  :  here 
is  a  sheet,  and  here  is  a  brace,  lay  hold  :  I  don't  doubt  but 
we  may  stick  her  yet  near  enough  to. the  land  to  save  our 
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livei."  Thii  had  so  good  an  effect,  that  many  who  before 
were  half  dead,  seemed  active  again,  and  now  went  to  work 
in  earnest.  This  Mr  Jones  did  purely  to  keep  up  the  spi- 
rits of  the  people  as  lopg  as  possible ;  for  he  often  said  af- 
Ifrwards,  he  thought  there  was  not  the  least  chance  of  a 
single  man's  being  s^ed.  VVe  now  run  in  between  ^n  open- 
ing of  the  breakers,  steering  by  the  sheets  and  braces, 
when  providentially  we  stuck  fust  betweftn  two  great  rocks; 
that  to  windward  she)tere4  us,  |(i  .some  measure  from  the 
violence  of  the  sea.,  ,  W?  j'^^^f  4'f^^^'y  cut  away  the  main 
and  fore-mast,  but  thejsqip "keptpeating  in  such  a  manner, 
that  we  imagined  sl^e  could  qot  hold  together  but  a  very 
little  while.  The  day  now  bii;oke,  and  the  weather,  that  had 
been  extremely  thicK,  cleai-ed  aWay  for  a  few  monieuts,  and 
gave  us  a  glimpse  of  the  land  not  far  from  us.  We  now 
thought  of  nothing  but  saving  our  lives.  To  get  the  boati 
out,  as  Gur  masts  were  gone,  was  a  work  of  some  time, 
which  when  accomplished,  many  were  ready  to  jump  into 
the  first,  by  which  means  they  narrowly  escaped  perishing 
before  thev  reached  the  shore.  I  now  went  to  Captaia 
Cheap,  (who  had.  the  uisfortune  to  dislocate  his  shoulder 
by  a  fall  the  day  before,  as  he  was  goins  forward  to  get  the 
fore-yard  swayed  up)  and  asked  him  if  be  would  not  go  oii 
shore;  but  he  told  me,  as  he  had  done  btfore,  that  he 
would  be  the  last  to  leave  the  ship ;  and  he  ordered  me  to 
assist  in  getting  the  men  out  as  soon  as  possible.  I  i)a4 
been  with  him.  very  often  from  the  time  the  ship  fiVst 
struck,  as  he  desired  I  would,  to  acquaint  him  with  every 
thing  that  passed;  and  t  particularly  remarked,  that  he 

gave  his  orders  at  that  time  with  as  much  coolness  as  evec 
e  had  done  during  the  former  part  of  the  voyage.  a^ 

Tile  scene  was  now  greatly  changed,  for  many  who  but 
a  few  minutes  before  had  shewn  the  strongest  signs  of  de- 
spair, and  were  on  their  knees  praying  for  mercy,  imagi- 
ning they  were  now  not  in  that  imm<;diate  danger,  grew  vf  ry 
riqtous,  broke  open  every  chest  and  box  that  was  at  hand, 
stove  in  the  heads  of  casks  of  brandy  and  wine  as  they 
were  borne  up  to  the  hatch-way,  and  got  so  drunk,  that 
some  of  them  were  drowned  on  board,  and  lay  floating 
about  the  decks  for  some  days  after.  Before  I  left  the  ship, 
I  went  down  to  my  chest,  which  was  at  the  bulk-head  of 
the  ward-room,  in  order  to  save  some  little  matters  if  pos- 
•ible  i  but  whilst  I  was  there  the  ship  thumped  with  such 
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violence,  and  the  wkter  came  in  so  fast,  that  I  wu  forced 
to  get  upon  the  quarteiwleck  again  without  saving  a  simrte 
rag  but  what  was  upon  my  back.  The  boatswain  and  some 
of  the  people  would  not  leave  the  ship  so  long  as  there  was 
any  liquor  to  be  got  at;  upon  which  Captain  Cheap  sn^ 
fered  himself  to  be  helped  out  of  his  bed>  put  into  tht  boa^ 
and  carried  on  shore. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


We  land  on  a  wUd  Skore.^-No  Jppeafanee  rf  Inhahitantti^- 
<^Omt  of  our  LiaUenantt  diet. — Conduct  of  a  Part  of  the 
K  Crew  who  remained  on  the  fVreek.^fVe  name  the  Place  of 
our  Bmdence  Mount  Mimy. — Narrative  of  Tran»actiom 
there  — Indium  appear  inCanoee  off  the  Coattj-^Detetip' 
■  tion  of  them^'^DiicontenU  amonfft  our  People. 

It  is  natural  to  think,  that  to  men  thus  upon  the  point  of 
perishing  by  shipwreck,  the  gettine  to  land  was  the  high- 
est attainment  of  their  wishes :;  undoubtedly  it  was  a  desU 
rable  event ;  yet,  all  things  considered,  our  condition  was 
^ut  little  mended  by  the  change.  Which  ever  way  we 
looked,  a  scene  of  horror  presented  itself;  on  one  side  the 
wreck,  (in  which  was  all  that  we  had  in  the  World,  to  sup* 
port  and  subsist  us)  together  with  a  boisterous  sea,  present. 
ed  un  with  the  most  dreary  prospect;  on  the  other,  the 
land  dif !  not  we.;r  a  much  more  favourable  appearance : 
desolate  %nd  barren,  without  sign  of  culture,  we  could  hope 
to  receive  little  other  benefit  from  it  than  the  preservation 
it  afforded  us  from  the  sea.  It  must  be  confessed  this  was 
a  great  and  merciful  deUverance  from  immediate  destruc* 
tion ;  but  then  we  had  wet,  cold>  and  hunger  to  skrug|;le 
widi,  and  no  visible  remedy  against  any  of  those  evils. 
Exerting  ourselves,  however,  though  faint,  benumbed,  and 
almost  helpless,  to  find  some  wretched  covert  against  the 
extreme  inclemency  of  the  weather,  we  discovered  an  In- 
dian hut  at  a  small  distance  from  the  beach,  within  a  wood, 
in  which  as  many  as  poisible,  without  distinction,  crowded 
«  •  themselves. 
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themielYes,  tb4  night  coming  oik  exceedingly  fempestnoiui 
and  rainy.  Bat  here  our  situation  was  such  as  to  exclude 
all  rest  and  refreshment  by  sleep  from  most  of  us,  for,  be* 
sides  thit  we  pressed  upon  one  ano* aer  extremely,  we  were 
not  without  our  alarms  and  apprehensions  of  being  attack- 
ed by  the  Indians,  from  a  discovery  we  made  orsome  of 
their  lances  and  other  arms  in  our  hut ;  end  our  uncertain- 
ty of  their  strength  and  disposition  gave  alarm  to  our  ima- 
gination, and  kept  us  in  continual  anxiety. 

In  this  miserable  hovel,  one  of  our  company,  a  lieute- 
nant of  invalids,  died  this  night;  and  of  those  who  for 
want  of  room  took  shelter  under  a  great  tree,  which  stood 
them  in  very  little  stead,  two  more  perished  by  the  severity 
of  that  cold  and  rainy  night.  In  the  morning,  the  calls  of 
hunger,  which  had  been  hitherto  suppressed  by  our  atten- 
tion to  more  immediate  dangers  and  difficulties,  were  now 
become  too  importunate  to  be  resisted.  We  had  most  of 
as  fasted  eight-and-forty  hours,  ttome  more;  it  was  time 
therefore  to  make  enqntry  amonu;  ourselves  what  store  of 
sus'u  -  ^-  -*?  had  bern  brought  from  the  wreck  by  tiie  provi- 
deni  ,  ome,  and  what  could  be  procured  on  the  island 
by  .<dustfy  of  others;  but  the  produce  of  the  one 

amounted  to  no  more  than  two  or  three  pounds  of  biscuit- 
liust  preserved  in  a  bag ;  and  all  the  success  of  those  who 
ventured  abroad,  the  weatlier  being  still  exceedingly  bad, 
was  to  kill  one  sea>guil  and  pick  some  wild  sellery.  These, 
therefore,  were  immediately  put  into  a  pot,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  a  large  quantity  of  water,  and  made  into  a  kind  of 
soup,  of  which  each  partook  as  far  ai  it  would  go ;  but  we 
had  no  sooner  thrown  this  down  than  we  were  seized  with 
the  most  painful  sicknesf^  at  our  stomachs,  violent  reach- 
ings,  swoonings,  and  other  symptoms  of  being  poisoned. 
This  was  imputed  to  various  causes,  but  in  general  to  the 
herbs  we  made  use  of,  in  the  nature  and  quality  of  which 
we  fancied  ourselves  mistaken ;  but  a  little  further  enquiry 
let  us  into  the  real  occasion  of  it,  which  was  no  other  than 
this :  the  biscoit-dust  was  the  sweepings  of  the  bread-room, 
but  the  bag  in  which  they  were  put  had  been  a  tobacco- 
bag,  the  contents  of  which  not  being  entirely  taken  out, 
what  remained  mixed  with  the  biscuit-dust,  and  proved  a 
strong  emetic. 

We  were  in  ail  about  a  hundred  and  forty  who  had  got 
to  shore,  but  soiae  few  remained  still  on  board,  detained 
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either  by  drunkenness  or  a  view  of  pillaging  the  wrcckj 
among  whom  was  the  boatswain.  These  were  visited  by  an 
, ,  o^cer  in  the  yawl,  wiio  was  to  endeavour  to  prevail  upon 
^'  them  to  join  In^  rest ;  but  finding  them  in  the  greatest  dis- 
order and  disposed   to  mutiny,  he  was  obliged  to  desist 
'  Mn  his  purpose  and  return  without  them.    Though  we 
</»ere  very  desirous,  and  our  necessities  required  that  we 
should  take  some  survey  of  the  land  we  were  upon,  yet  be- 
ing strongly  prepossessed  that  the  savages  were  retired  but 
some  little  distance  from  us,  and  waited  to  see  us  divided, 
our  parties  did  not  make  this  day  any  great  excursions  from 
the  nut;  but  as  far  as  we  went,  we  found  it  very  morassy 
and  unpromising.    The  spot  which  we  occupied  was  a  bay 
formed  by  hilTj^  prodj^Ontoriea ;  that  to  the  north  so  exceed- 
ing steei^,  that  in  bfd^r  to  ascend  it  (for  there  was  no  go- 
,  Ing  ibiind,  th^'bo'ttbtn  being  washed  by  the  sea)  we  were  at 
'  ''iHe^la|)our  of  6litCing  steps.    This,  which  we  call  Mount 
'^Dlii^ery,  was  of  use  to  us  in  taking  some  observations  aflei- 
yiii^di  tvljen  the  weather  would  permit :  tiie  southern  pro- 
inontbry'Was  iibt  ^o  inaccessible.     Beyond  this,  I,  with 
'    Boiii^  othe'rs,  having  reached  another  bay,  found  driven 
ashore  some  parts  of  tlie  wreck,  but  no  kind  of  provision  ; 
nor  did  we  meet  with  any  sheJl-fish,  which  we  were  chiefly 
in  search  of,    Wie  therefore  returned  to  the  reet,  and  for 
''*■    that  day  made  no  other  repast  than  what  the  wild  sellery 
afl'orded  us.    The  ensuing  night  proved  exceedingly  tem> 
pestuous;  and,  the  sea  running  very  high,  threatened  those 
on  boaid  with  immediate  destruction  by  the  parting  of  the 
wreck.    I'hey  then  were  as  solicitous  to  get  ashore  as  they 
were  before  obstinate  in  refusing  the  as^stance  we  sent 
them  ;  and  when  they  found  the  boat  did  not  come  to 
'  their  relief  ut  the  instant  they  expected  it,  without  consi- 
dering how  impracticable  a  tiling  it  was  to  send  it  them  in 
Kuch  a  seu,  they  fired  one  of  the  quarter-deck  guns  at  the 
hut,  the  ball  of  which  did  but  just  pass  over  the  covering 
of  ii,  and  was  plainly  heard  by  the  captain  and  us  who  were 
within      Anolner  attempt,  therefore,  was  made  to  bring 
these  madmen  to  land ;  which,  however,  by  the  violence  of 
the  «>ea  HOd  other  impeciiments,  occasioned  by  the  mast 
that  'ay  alongside,  proved  ineffectual.  This  unavoidable  de- 
lay made  the  people  on  board  outrageous ;  they  fell  to  beat- 
ing every  thing  to  pieces  that  fell  in  the  way;  and,  carry- 
ing tlieir  intemperante  to  the  greatest  excess,  broke  open 
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uhests  and  cabins  for  plunder  that  could  be  of  no  use  to 
them ;  and  bo  earnest  were  they  in  this  wantonness  of  theft, 
that  Qne  man  had  evidently  been  murdered  on  account  of 
some  division  of  the  npoil,  or  for  the  sake  of  the  share  that 
fell  to  him,  having  all  the  marks  of  a  strangled  corpse. 
One  thing  in  this  outrage  they  seemed  particularly  atten- 
tive to,  which  was,  to  provide  themselves  with  arms  and 
aimmunition,  in  order  to  support  them  in  putting  their  mu<* 
tinous  designs  in  execution,  and  asserting  tiieir  claim  to  a 
lawless  exemptioi.i  from  the  authority  of  their  officers; 
which  they  pretended  must  cease  with  the  loss  of  the  ship; 
But  of  th<»se  arms,  which  we  stood  in  great  need  of,  they 
were  soon  bereaved  upon  coming  ashore,  by  the  resolution 
of  Captain  Cheap  and  Lieutenant  Hamilton  of  the  marines. 
Among  these  mutineers  who  had  been  left  on  board,  as  I 
observed  before,  was  the  boatswain,  who,  instead  of  exert- 
ing the  authority  he  had  over  the  rest,  to  keep  them  within 
bounds  as  much  as  possible,  was  himself  a  ringleader  ia 
their  riot ;  him,  without  respect  to  the  figure  he  then  made^ 
ibr  he  was  in  laced  clothes.  Captain  Cheap,  by  a  blow  well 
laid  on  with  his  cane,  felled  to  the  grouud.     ft  was  scarce 
possible  to  refrain  from  laughter  at  the  whimsical  appear-  ' 
.   ance  these  fellows  made,  who,  having  rifled  the  chests  of 
the  officers'  beat  suits,  had  put  them  on  over  their  greasy 
trowsers  and  dirty  checked  shirts.    They  were  soon  strip- 
ped of  their  finery,  as  they  had  before  been  obliged  to  re- 
sign their  arms. 

The  incessant  rains  and  exceeding  cold  weather  in  this 
climate,  rendered  it  impossible  for  us  to  subsist  long  with- 
out shelter;  and  the  hut  being  much  too  little  to  receive 
us  all,  it  was  necessary  to  fall  upon  some  expedient,  with- 
out delay,  which  might  serve  our  purpose  :  accordingly  the 
gunner,  carpenter,  and  some  more,  turning  the  cutter  keel 
upwards,  and  fixing  it  upon  props,  made  no  despicable  ha- 
bitation.   Having  thus  e8tabli»hed  some  sort  of  settlement, 
we  had  the  more  leisure  to  look  about  u.,  and  to  make  our 
researches  with  g<'eater  accuracy  than  we  had  before,  after 
such  supplies  as  the  most  desolate  coasts  are  seldom  unfur- 
nished with.  Accordingly  we  soon  provided  ourselves  with 
some  sea-fowl,  and  found  limpets,  mussels,  and  other  shell- 
fish in  tolerable  abundance ;  but  this  rummaging  of  the 
shore  was  now  becoming  extremely  irksome  to  those  who 
had  any  feeling,  by  the  bodies  of  our  drowned  people 
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thrown  Mnong  tihiB  rocks,  aome  of  which  were  hideous  sptc* 
tacle«,  from  the  mangled  condition  they  were  in  by  the  • 
▼ioleot  surf  that  drove  in  upon  the  coast  These  horrors 
were  overcome  by  the  distresses  of  our  people,  who  were 
•ven  glad  of  the  occasion  of  killing  the  gallinazo  (the  car* 
rion  crow  of  that  countrv)  while  preying  on  these  carcases, 
in  r>  der  to  make  a  meal  of  them.  But  a  provision  by  no 
nt  «  proportionable  to  ihe  number  of  months  to  be  fed« 
cc  >,  by  oar  utmost  industry,  be  acquired  from  that  part 
of  T.\te  island  we  had  hitherto  traversed ;  therefore,  till  we 
weic  in  a  capacity  of  making  more  distant  excursions,  the 
wreck  was  to  be  applied  to,  as  often  as  possible,  for  such 
Mipplies  as  could  be  got  out  of  her.  But  as  this  was  a  rety 
precarious  fund  in  its  present  situation,  and  at  best  coura 
not  last  us  long ;  considering  too  that  it  was  very  uncertain 
how  long  we  might  be  detained  upon  this  island ;  the  stores 
and  provisions  we  were  so  fortunate  as  to  retrieve,  were  not 
only  to  be  dealt  out  with  the  most  frugal  economy,  but  a 
sumcieut  quantity,  if  possible,  laid  by,  to  fit  us  out,  when- 
ever we  could  agree  upon  any  method  of  transporting  oor* 
selves  from  this  dreary  spot.  The  difficulties  we  had  to  en^ 
counter  in  these  visits  to  the  wreck,  cannot  be  easily  de» 
scribed ;  for  no  part  of  it  being  above  water  except  the 
quarter-deck  and  part  of  the  fore-castle,  we  were  usually 
obliged  to  purchase  such  things  as  were  within  reach,  by 
means  of  large  hooks  fastened  to  poles,  in  which  business 
we  were  much  incommoded  by  the  dead  bodies  floating 
between  Hecks. 

In  order  to  secure  what  we  thus  got  in  a  manner  to  an- 
swer the  ends  and  purposes  above-mentioned,  Captaia 
Cheap  ordered  a  store-tent  to  be  erected  near  his  hut,  as  a 
repository,  from  which  nothing  was  to  be  dealt  out  but  in 
the  measure  and  proportion  agreed  upon  by  the  ofiicers ; 
and  though  it  was  very  hard  upon  us  petty  officers,  who 
were  fatigued  with  hunting  all  day  in  quest  of  food,  to  de- 
fend this  tent  from  invasion  by  night,  no  other  means 
could  be  devised  for  this  purpose  so  effectual  as  the  com- 
mitting this  charge  to  our  care ;  and  we  were  accordingly 
ordered  to  divide  the  task  equally  between  us.  Yet,  not- 
withstanding our  utmost  vigilance  and  care>  frequent  rob- 
beries were  committed  apon  our  trust,  the  tent  being  ac- 
cessible in  more  than  one  place.  And  one  night  when  I 
had  the  watch,  hearing  a  stir  within,  I  came  unawares  apon 
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the  thief*  and  prefentiog  a  pistol  to  hit  breait,  obliged  him 
to  snhmit  to  be  tied  up  to  a  post  till  I  had  an  opportunity 
of  securing  him  more  effectually.  Depredations  continued 
to  be  made  on  our  reserved  stock,  notwithstanding  the 
great  hazard  attending  such  attempts;  for  our  common 
safety  made  it  necessary  to  punish  them  with  the  utmost 
rigour.  This  will  not  be  woridered  at,  when  it  is  known  . 
hotr  little  the  allowance  which  might  consiHtnntly  be  dis- 
sensed  from  thence  was  proportionable  to  our  common 
exigencies,  so  that  our  daily  and  nightly  task  of  roving  af- 
ter food  was  not  In  the  least  relaxed  thereby;  and  all  put 
together  was  so  far  from  answering  our  necessitierf,  that 
many  at  this  time  perished  with  hunger.  A  boy»  when  no 
other  eatables  could  be  found,  having  picked  up  the  liver 
of  one  of  the  drowned  men,  (whose  carcase  had  been  torn 
to  pieces  by  the  force  with  which  the  sea  drove  it  amone 
the  rocks)  was  with  difficulty  withheld  from  making  a  med 
of  it.  The  men  were  so  assiduous  in  their  research  after 
the  few  things  which  drove  from  the  wreck,  that  in  order 
to  have  no  sharers  of  their  good  fortune,  they  examined 
the  shore  no  less  by  night  than  by  day ;  so  that  many  of 
them  who  were  less  alert,  or  not '  fortunate  as  their  neigh- 
bours, perished  with  hunger*  c.  .ere  driven  to  the  last  ex- 
tremity. It  must  be  observed,  that  on  the  14th  of  May  we 
were  cast  away,  and  it  was  not  till  the  twenty-fiflth  of  this 
month  that  provision  was  served  regularly  from  the  store- 
tent. 

The  land  we  wpre  now  settled  upon  was  about  90  leagues 
to  the  northward  of  the  western  mouth  of  the  Straits  of 
Magellan,  in  the  latitude  of  between  47  and  48*  south, 
from  whence  we  could  plainly  see  the  Cordilleras ;  and  by 
two  lagoons  on  the  north  and  south  of  us,  stretching  to- 
wards those  mountains,  we  conjectured  it  was  an  island. 
But  as  yet  we  had  no  means  of  informing  ourselves  per- 
fectly whether  it  was  an  island  or  the  main ;  for  besides 
that  the  inland  parts  at  little  distance  from  us  seemed  im- 
practicable, from  the  exceeding  great  thickness  of  the  wood, 
we  had  hitherto  been  in  such  confusion  «nd  want,  (each 
finding  full  employment  for  his  time,  in  scraping  together 
a  wretched  subsistence,  and  providing  shelter  against  the 
cold  and  rain)  that  no  parly  could  be  formed  to  go  upon 
discoveries.  The  climate  and  season  too  were  utterly  un- 
favourable to  adventurers ;  and  the  coast,  as  far  as  our  eye 
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could  strf tch  seaward,  a  acene  of  such  dismal  breakers  aa 
would  discourage  the  most  daring  from  making  attempts  in 
amall  bouts.  Nor  were  we  assisted  in  our  enquiries  by  any 
observation  thut  could  be  raude  from  that  eminence  we 
called  Mount  Misery,  toward  land,  our  prospect  that  way 
being  intercepted  by  still  higher  hills  and  lofty  woods:  we 
had>therffnre  no  other  expedient  by  means  of  which  to 
come  at  this  knowledge,  but  by  fitting  out  otie  of  our  ship's 
boats  upon  some  discovery,  to  inform  us  of  our  situation. 
Our  long-boat  was  still  on  board  the  wreck ;  therefore  a 
number  of  hands  were  now  dispatched  to  cut  the  gunwale 
of  the  ship  in  order  to  get  her  out.  Whilst  we  were  em- 
ployed in  this  business,  there  appeared  three  canoes  of  In- 
dians paddling  towards  us :  they  had  come  round  the  point 
from  the  southern  lagoons.  It  was  some  time  before  we 
could  prevail  upon  them  to  lay  aside  their  fears  and  ap- 
proach us,  which  at  length  they  were  induced  to  do  by  the 
signs  of  friendship  we  made  them,  and  by  shewing  some 
bale-goods,  which  they  accepted,  and  suffered  themselves 
to  be  conducted  to  the  captain,  who  made  them  likewise 
some  presents.  They  were  strangely  affected  with  the  no^ 
velty  thereof,  but  chiefly  when  shewn  the  looking-glass,  in 
which  the  b*:  holder  could  not  conceive  it  to  be  his  own  face 
that  was  represented,  but  that  of  some  other  behind  it, 
which  he  therefore  went  round  to  the  back  of  the  glass  to 
find  out. 

These  people  were  of  a  small  stature,  very  swarthy,  ha- 
ving long  black  coarae  hair  hanging  over  their  faces.  It 
was  evident,  from  their  great  surprise  and  every  part  of 
their  behaviour,  as  well  as  their  not  having  one  thing  in 
their  possession  which  could  be  derived  from  white  people> 
that  they  had  never  seen  such.  Their  clothing  was  nothing 
but  a  bit  of  some  beast's  skin  about  their  waists,  and  some- 
thing woven  from  feathers  over  their  shoulders;  and  as  they 
uttered  no  word  of  any  language  we  had  ever  heard,  nor 
had  any  method  of  making  themselves  understood,  we  pre- 
sumed they  could  have  had  no  intercourse  with  Europeans. 
Thes(!  savages,  who  upon  their  departure  left  us  a  few  mus- 
sels, returned  in  two  days,  and  surprised  us  by  bringing 
three  sheep.  From  whence  they  could  procure  these  ani- 
mals in  a  part  of  the  world  so  distant  from  any  Spanish  setr 
tiement,  cut  off  from  all  communication  with  the  Spaniards 
])y  an  inaccessible  co^st  and  unprofitable  country,  is  difti- 
fj;  ^^  cult 
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ealt  to  conceive.  Certain  it  is,  that  we  taw  no  stich  crea- 
tures, nor  ever  heard  of  any  such,  from  the  Straits  of  Ma- 
gellan till  we  got  into  the  neighbourhood  of  Chiloe;  it 
must  be  by  some  strange  accident  that  these  creatures  came 
into  their  possession,  but  what  that  was  we  never  could 
learn  from  Ihem.  At  this  interview  we  bartered  with  them 
for  a  dog  or  two,  which  we  roasted  and  eat.  In  a  few  days 
after  they  made  us  another  visit,  and,  bringing  their  wives 
with  them,  took  up  their  abode  with  us  for  some  days,  then 
left  us  again. 

Whenever  the  weather  permitted,  which  was  now  grown 
something  drie/,  but  exceeding  cold,  we  employed  ourselves 
about  the  wreck,  from  which  we  had,  at  sundry  times,  re- 
covered several  articles  of  provision  and  liquor :  these  were 
deposited  in  the  store-tent.    Ill  humour  and  discontent, 
from  the  difficulties  we  laboured  under  in  procuring  sub- 
sistence, and  the  little  prospect  there  was  of  any  amend- 
ment in  our  condition,  was  now  breaking  out  apace.    In 
some  it  shewed  i  tself  by  a  separation  of  settlement  and  ha- 
bitation ;  in  others,  by  a  resolution  of  le&ving  the  captain 
entirely,  and  making  a  wild  journey  by  themselves,  without 
determining  upon  any  plan  whatever.     For  my  own  part, 
seeina;  it  was  tm;  fashion,  and  liking  none  of  their  parties, 
I  built  a  little  hut  just  big  enough  for  myself  and  a  poor 
Indian  dog  I  foi  nd  in  the  woods,  who  could  shift  for  him- 
self along  shore  at  low  water,  by  getting  limpets.     I'his 
creature  grew  so  fond  of  me  and  faithful,  that  he  would  suf- 
fer nobody  to  come  near  the  hut  without  biting  toem.   Be- 
sides those  seceders  [  mentioned,  some  laid  a  scheme  of  de- 
serting us  entire  y ;  these  were  in  number  ten,  the  greatest 
part  of  them  a  inost  desperate  and  abandoned  crew,  who, 
to  strike  a  notable  stroke  before  they  went  off,  placed.half 
a  barrel  of  gunpowder  close  to  the  captain's  hut,  laid  a  train 
to  it,  and  were  jist  'ireparing  to  perpetrate  their  wicked  de- 
sign of  blowing  ip  their  commander,  when  ihey  were  with 
difficulty  dissuaced  from  it  by  one  who  had  some  bowels 
and  remorse  of  conscience  left  in  him.     These  wretches, 
after  rambUng  seme  time  in  the  woods,  and  finding  it  im- 
prt^cticable  to  ge :  off,  for  ihey  were  then  convinced  that  we 
were  not  upon  the  main,  as  they  had  imagined  when  they 
first  left  us,  but  upon  an  island  within  four  or  five  leagues 
of  it,  returned  an<  I  settled  about  a  league  from  us ;  however, 
they  were  still  determined^  as  soon  as  they  could  procure 
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craft  fit  for  lh«ir  purpoie,  to  get  to  the  main.  But  before 
thejT  could  effect  thii,  we  found  meani  to  prevail  upon  tb« 
armourer  and  one  of  the  carpenter's  crew,  two  very  uieful 
men  to  us.  who  had  imprudentlj  joined  them,  to  come  over 
a^ain  to  their  duty.  The  rest,  (one  or  two  excepted)  ha- 
ving built  a  punt,  and  converted  the  hull  of  one  ol  the  ship's 
masts  into  a  canoe,  went  away  up  one  of  tUe  lagoons,  and 
■ever  were  heard  of  more. 
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Unfortunate  Death  jtf  Mr  Cotem.'— Improper  Conduet  rf 
Caf>tain  Cheap. — The  Indium  join  u»  in  a  friendly  Manner, 
hut  depart  preientty  on  account  of  the  Miicondaet  of  oaf 
Men.'—Our  Number  dreadfuUi^  reduced  by  Famine.-^  De* 
uription  of  the  variout  Contrvsance*  UMed  for  procuring  Food* 
'^Further  Trantactiunt, — Departure  from  the  IdaM. 

Thbsb  being  a  desperate  and  factious  set,  did  not  distresi 
as  much  by  their  departure,  but  rather  added  to  our  future 
security.  One  in  particular,  James  Mitchell  by  name,  we 
bad  all  the  reason  in  the  world  to  think  had  committed  no 
less  than  two  murders  since  the  loss  of  our  ship,  one  on  the 
person  found  strangled  on  board,  another  on  the  body  of 
a  man  whom  we  discovered  among  some  bushes  upon  Mount 
Misery,  stabbed  in  several  places,  and  shockingly  mangled. 
This  diminution  of  our  number  was  succeeded  by  an  unfor* 
tunate  accident  much  more  affecting  in  its  consequences/ 
I  mean  the  death  of  Mr  Cozens,  midshipman ;  in  relatina 
which  with  the  necessary  impartiality  and  exactness,  I  think 
myself  obliged  to  be  more  than  ordinary  particular.  Having 
one  day  among  other  things,  got  a  cask  of  pease  out  of  the 
wreck,  about  which  I  was  almost  constantly  emplo]^ed«  | 
brought  it  to  shore  in  the  yawl,  when  having  landed  it,  the 
captain  came  down  upon  the  beach,  and  bid  me  to  gi  up 
to  some  of  the  tents  and  order  hands  to  come  down  and 
roll  it  up;  but  finding  none  except  Mr  Cozens,  I  delivered 
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him  the  ordera,  who  immediately  came  down  to  the  tv^ 
tain,  where  1  left  them  when  1  returned  to  the  wreclc.  Upon 
my  coming  on  shore  asain,  I  found  that  Mr  Coaeni  wan 
put  under  conAnement  by  the  ca|)tain  for  being  drunli  and 
giving  him  abuNve  language ;  however,  he  was  toon  aftor 
leieaied.  A  day  or  two  after  he  had  some  diipate  with  the 
wrgeon,  and  came  to  blows :  all  these  things  incensed  the 
captain  greatly  against  him.  I  believe  this  unfortunate 
man  waa  kept  warm  with  liquor,  and  set  on  by  some  ill-de- 
ligning  persons ;  for,  when  sober,  I  never  knew  a  better- 
natnred  man,  or  one  more  inoffensive.  Some  little  time  af- 
ter, at  the  hour  of  8ervin|(  provisions,  Mr  Cozens  was  at  the 
tlore-tent;  and  having,  it  seems,  lately  had  a  quarrel  with 
the  purser,  and  now  some  words  arising  between  them,  the 
latter  told  him  he  was  come  to  mutiny;  and  without  any 
fbrther  ceremony  fired  a  pistol  at  his  head,  which  narrowly 
missed  him.  The  captain,  hearing  the  report  of  the  pistol^ 
and  perhaps  the  purser's  words,  uiat  Cozens  Was  come  to 
mutiny,  ran  out  of  his  hut  with  a  cocked  pistol  in  his  hand^ 
and,  witiKMit  askins  any  questions,  immediately  shot  him 
through  the  head.  I  was  at  this  time  in  my  hut,  as  the  we»> 
ther  was  extremely  bad,  but  running  out  up(m  the  alarm  of 
this  firing,  the  first  thing  I  saw  was  Mr  Cozens  on  the  ground 
weltering  in  his  blood :  he  was  sensible,  and  took  me  by 
the  hand,  as  he  did  several  others,  shaking  his  head,  as  if 
he  m«ant  to  take  leave  of  ua.  If  Mr  Cozens'  behaviour 
to  his  captain  was  indecent  and  provoking,  the  captain's, 
on  the  other  hand,  was  rash  ana  hasty.  If  the  first  waa 
wanting  in  that  respect  and  observance  which  is  due  from 
a  petty  officer  to  his  commander,  the  latter  was  still  more 
unadvised  ia  the  method  he  took  for  the  enforcement  of  his 
authority;  of  which,  indeed,  he  was  jealous  to  the  last  de** 
gree,  and  which  he  saw  daily  declining,  and  ready  to  b/c 
trampled  upon.  His  mistaken  apprehension  of  a  mutinous 
design  in  Mr  Cozens,  the  sole  motive  of  this  rash  action, 
was  so  far  from  answering  the  end  he  proposed  by  it,  that 
tdie  men,  who  before  were  much  dissatisfied  and  uneasy, 
were  by  this  unfortunate  step  thrown  almost  into  open  ee* 
dition  and  revolt.  It  was  evident  that  the  people,  who  ran 
out  of  their  tents,  alarmed  by  the  report  of  fire-arms,  though 
they  disfi;uitied  their  real  sentiments  for  the  present,  viati; 
extreme^  affected  at  this  catastrophe  of  Mr  Cozens,  for 
he  was  greatly  beloved  by  them :  their  minds  were  now  ex- 
asperated 
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asperated,  and  it  wot  to  be  apprehended,  thai  their  reient^ 
ment,  which  wai  smothered  for  the  preteot,  would  shortly 
ihcw  ilseir  in  some  desperate  enterprize.   The  unhappy  vie* 
tim,  who  lay  weltering  in  his  blood  on  the  ground  before 
them,  seemed  to  absorb  their  whole  attention ;  the  eyes  of 
all  were  fixed  upon  him  \  and  visible  marks  of  the  deepesi 
concern  appeared  in  the  countenances  of  the  spectators. 
The  persuasion  the  captain  was  under,  at  the  time  he  shot 
Mr  Cozens,  tlmt  his  intentions  were  mutinous,  together  with 
a  jealousy  of  the  diminution  of  his  authority,  occasioned 
also  his  behaving  with  less  compassion  and  tenderness  to- 
wards him  afterwards  than  was  consistent  with  the  unhap- 
py condition  of  the  poor  sufferer:  for  when  it  was  begged 
at  a  favour  by  his  mess-mates,  that  Mr  Coseos  might  b« 
removed  to  their  tent,  though  a  necessary  thing  in  ius  dan- 
gerous situation,  yet  it  was  not  permitted ;  but  the  poor 
wretch  was  suffered  to  languish  on  the  ground  some  daysft 
with  no  other  covering  than  a  bit  of  canvas  thrown  over 
tome  bushes,  where  he  died.     But  to  return  lo  our  story  s 
the  captain,  addressing  himself  to  the  people  thus  assem- 
bled, told  them,  that  it  was  his  resolution  to  maintain  hit, 
command  over  them  as  usual,  which  still  remained  in  at 
much  force  aa  ever;  and  then  ordered  them  all  to  return 
to  their  respective  tents,  with  which  order  they  instantly 
complied.      Now  we  had  saved  our  long-boat  from  the 
wrecK,  and  got  it  in  our  possession,  there  wt*  nothing  that 
seemed  so  necessary  towards  the  advancing  our  delivery 
from  this  desolat»  place  as  the  new-modelhng  tlys  vessel, 
to  as  to  have  room  for  all  those  who  were  inclined  to  go  off 
in  her,  and  to  put  her  in  a  condition  to  bear  the  ttormy 
seas  we  must  ol  course  encounter.    We  therefore  hauled 
her  up,  and  having  placed  her  upon  blocks,  sawed  her  in 
two,  in  order  to  lengthen  her  about  twelve  feet  by  the  keel. 
For  this  pu.-pose,  all  those  who  could  be  spared  from  the 
more  immediate  task  of  procuring  subsistence,  were  employ- 
ed in  fitting  and  shaping  timber  as  the  carpenter  directed 
them ;  I  say,  in  procuring  subsistence,  because  the  weather 
lately  having  been  very  tempestuous,  and  the  wreck  work- 
ing much,  had  disgorged  a  great  part  of  her  contents,  which 
were  every  where  dispersed  about  the  shore. 

We  now  sent  frequent  parties  up  the  lagoons,  which 
sometimes  succeeded  in  getting  some  sea-fowl  for  us.  The 
Indians  appearing  again  in  the  othng,  we  put  off  our  yawl 
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<n  ordf  r  to  frustrate  anv  d««ign  th«y  might  have  of  going 
up  the  lugoon  towards  the  deierters,  who  would  have  avail- 
ed theniKelvei  of  aome  of  their  catioet  to  have  got  upon  the 
main.    Having  conducted  them  in,  we  found  that  their  in- 
tention WAS  to  letilc  nmong  ua,  for  they  had  brought  their 
wivei  and  children  wiih  them,  in  all  about  fifty  persona, 
who  iuimodialeiy  aet  about  building  themsclvea  wigwania, 
and  seemed  much  reconciled  to  our  company  ;  and,  co|ld 
we  have  entertained  them  as  we  ought,  they  would  have 
been  of  great  assistance  to  us,  who  were  extremely  put  to  . 
it  to  subsist  ourselves,  being  a  hundred  in  number ;  but  the 
men,  now  subject  to  little  or  no  controul,  endeavoured  to 
seduce  their  wives,  which  gave  the  Indians  such  otfence, 
that  in  a  short  time  they  found  means  to  depart,  taking 
every  thing  along  with  them  ;  and  we,  being  sensible  of 
4he  cause,  never  expected  to  see  them  return  again.    Tlie 
carpenter  having  made  some  progreaa  in  hia  work  Ui.  in  the 
long-boat,  in  which  he  was  enabled  to  proceed  tolerably, 
by  the  tools  and  other  articles  of  his  business  retrieved 
from  the  wreck,  the  men  began  to  think  of  the  course  they 
should  take  to  get  home ;  or  rather,  having  borrowed  Sir 
John  Narborough's  voyage  of  Captain  Cheap,  by  the  ap- 
plication of  Mr  Bulkely,  which  book  he  saw  me  reading  one 
day  in  my  teot,  they  iuimediitely  upon  perusing  it,  con- 
cluded upon  making  their  voyage  home  by  the  Straits  of 
Magellan.   This  plan  was  proposed  to  the  captain,  who  by 
.no  means  approved  of  it,  his  design  being  to  go  north- 
wards, with  a  view  of  seizing  a  ship  of  the  enemy's,  by 
which  means  he  might  join  the  commodore ;  at  present, 
therefore,  here  it  rested.    But  the  men  were  in  high  spirits 
from  the  prospect  they  had  of  getting  off  in  the  long-boat, 
overlooking  all  the  diHiculties  and  hazurd»  of  a  voyage  al- 
most impracticable,  and  caressing  the  carpenter,  who  indeed 
was  an  excellent  workman,  and  deserved  all  th.  i  '^ourage- 
ment  they  could  give  him.  The  Indians  bavin^^  ' .  <^  us,  and 
the  weather  continuing  tempestuous  and  rainy*  the  distress- 
es of  the  people  for  want  of  food  became  insupportable. 
X)ur  number,  which  was  at  tirst  145,  was  low  reduced  to 
100,  and  chiefly  by  famine,  which  put  'he  rest  upon  all 
shifts  Qnd  devices  to  support  themseives. 
.    One  day,  when  1  was  at  home  in  my  hut  with  my  Indian 
dog>  a  parly  came  to  my  door,  and  told  me  thejr  necessi- 
ties were-  sucbj  that  they  must  eat  the  creature  or  starve. 
»»-«      ,  a  Though 
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Though  their  plea  was  urgent,  I  could  not  help  using  some 
arguments  to  endeayour  to  dissuade  them  from  killing  him> 
as  his  faithful  services  and  fondness  deserved  it  at  mv 
hands;  but,  without  weighing  my  arguments,  they  took 
him  away  by  force  and  killed  him ;  upon  which,  thinking 
that  I  hac  at  least  as  good  a  right  to  a  share  as  the  rest,  I 
sat  down  with  them  and  partook  of  their  repast  Three 
weeks  after  that  I  was  glad  to  make  a  meal  of  nis  paw«  and 
ikin,  which,  upon  recollecting  the  spot  where  they  had 
killed  him,  1  found  thrown  aside  and  rotten.  The  pressing 
calls  of  hunger  drove  our  men  to  their  wit's  end,  and  put 
them  upon  a  variety  of  devices  to  satisfy  it.  Among  the 
ingenious  this  way,  one  Phipps,  a  boatswain's  mate,  having 
gor  a  water  puncheon,  scuttled  it ;  then  lashing  two  logs« 
one  on  each  side,  set  out  in  quest  of  adventures  in  this  ex« 
traordinary  and  original  piece  of  embarkation.  By  this 
means  he  would  frequently,  when  all  the  rest  were  starving^ 
provide  himself  witli  wild-fowl ;  and  it  must  have  been  very 
Dad  weather  indeed  which  could  deter  him  from  putting 
out  to  sea  when  his  occasions  required.  Sometimes  he 
would  venture  far  out  in  the  offing,  and  be  absent  the 
whole  day ;  at  last,  it  was  his  misfortune,  at  a  great  distance 
from  rihore,  to  be  overset  by  a  heavy  sea,  but  being  near  a 
roc^,  though  no  swimmer,  he  managed  so  as  to  scramble  to 
it,  and  wira  great  diihcultv  ascended  it :  There  he  remain^ 
cd  two  days  with  very  little  hopes  of  any  relief,  for  he  was 
too  far  off  to  be  seen  from  shore ;  but  fortunately  a  boa^ 
having  put  off  and  gone  in  quest  of  wild*fowl  that  way,  dis- 
covered him  making  such  signals  as  he  was  able,  and 
brought  him  back  to  the  island.  But  this  accident  did  not 
discourage  him,  but  that  soon  after,  having  procured  an 
ox's  hide,  used  on  board  for  sifting  powder,  and  called  a 
gunner's  hide,  by  the  assistance  of  some  hoops  he  formed 
something  like  a  canoe,  in  which  he  made  several  success- 
ful voyages.  When  the  weather  would  permit  us,  we  selo 
dom  railed  of  getting  some  wild-fowl,  though  never  in  any 
plenty,  by  putting  off  with  our  boats ;  but  this  most  inhos* 
pitable  climate  is  not  only  deprived  of  the  sun  for  the  most 
part  by  a  thick,  rainy  atmospnere,  b'  t  is  also  visited  by  aJ^ 
most  incessant  tempests.  It  must  be  confessed  we  reaped 
some  benefi;;  from  these  hard  gales  and  overgrown  seas, 
which  drove  several  things  ashore ;  but  there  was  no  de^ 
pendence  on  such  accidental  relief;  and  we  were  always 
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^1^  tb  atail  bnraeWet  of  every  interval  of  fair  weather, 
though  80  little  to  be  depended  oa,  that  we  were  odten  un- 
expectedly and  to  our  peril  overtaken  by  a  ludden  change, 
la  one  of  our  excursions,  I,  with  two  more,  in  a  wretched 
punt  of  our  own  making,  had  no  sooner  landed  at  our  sta-^ 
tion  upon  a  high  rock,  thAn  the  punt  was  driven  loose  by  a 
sudden  squall;  and  had  not  one  of  the  men,  at  the  risk  of 
his  life,  jumped  into  the  sea  and  swam  on  board  her,  we 
mvst  in  all  probability  have  perished,  for  we  were  more- 
than  three  leagues  from  the  island  at  the  time.  Among  the 
birdft  We  generally  shot,  was  the  painted  goose,  whose  plu- 
mage is  vari<6gated  with  the  most  lively  colottrs ;  and  a  bird 
much  larger  than  a  goose,  which  we  called  the  racehorse, 
from  the  velocity  with  which  it  moved  upon  the  surfaee  of 
the  water,  in  a  sort  of  half-flying  half-running  motion.  But 
we  were  not  so  successful  in  our  endeavours  by  land ;  for 
though  we  sometimes  got  pretty  far  into  the  woodS)  we  met 
with  very  few  birds  in  our  walks.  We  never  saw  but  three 
Woodcocks^  two  of  which  were  killed  by  Mr  Hamilton,  and 
one  by  myself.  These,  with  some  humming-birds,  and  a 
large  kind  of  robin  red-breast,  were  the  only  feathered  in- 
habitants of  this  island,  excepting  a  small  bird  with  two 
very  long  feathers  in  his  tail,  which  was  generally  seen 
amongst  the  rocks,  and  was  so  tame,  that  i  have  had  then^ 
rest  upon  my  shoulder  whilst  [  have  been  gathering  shell- 
fish. Indeed,  we  were  visited  by  many  birds  of  prey,  some 
very  large,  but  these  only  occasionally,  and,  as  we  imaginecl. 
allured  by  some  dead  whale  in  the  neighbourhood,  which 
was  once  seen.  However,  if  we  were  so  fortunate  as  to  kill 
one  of  them,  we  thought  ourselves  very  well  off.  In  one  of 
my  walks,  seeing  a  bird  of  this  latter  kind  upon  an  emi- 
nence, I  endeavoured  to  come  upon  it  unperceived  with  my 
gun,  by  means  of  the  woods  which  lay  at  the  back  of  that 
eminence ;  but  when  I  had  proceeded  so  far  in  the  wood 
as  to  think  I  was  in  a  line  with  it,  I  heard  a  growling  close 
by  me,  which  made  me  think  it  advisable  to  retire  a#  soon 
as  possible :  The  woods  were  so'gloomy  I  could  see  nothing ; 
but  as  1  letired,  this  noise  followed  me  close  till  I  had  got 
out  of  them.  Some  of  our  men  did  assure  me  that  they 
had  seen  a  very  large  beast  in  the  wood9,.but  their  descrip- 
tion of  it  was  too  imperfect  to  he  relied  upon.  The  wood 
here  is  chiefly  of  the  aromatic  kind ;  the  iron  wood,  a  wood 
of  a  very  deep  red  hue»  and  another,  of  an  exceeding  bright 
VOL.  xvn.  X  yellow. 
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yellow.  All  the  low  spots  are  very  swampy  ;  but,  wHaf  w<» 
thou/^ht  strange,  upon  the  summits  of  the  {lighcst  hills  were 
founid  beds  of  shells,  n  foot  or  two  thick. 

The  long-boat  being'nearly  finished,  some  of  our  compa- 
ny were  selected  to  go  out  in  the  barge  in  order  to  recon- 
noitre the  coast  to  the  80Uthward>  which  might  assist  us  in 
the  navigation  We  were  going  upon.  This  party  consisted 
of  Mr  Bulkely,  Mr  Jones,  the  purser,  myseU",  and  ten  men. 
The  first  night  we  put  into  a  good  harbour,  a  few  leagues 
to  the  southward  of  Wager's  Island,  where  finding  a  large) 
bitch  big  with  puppies,  we  regaled  upon  them,  in  this  ex- 
pedition we  had  our  usual  bad  weather  and  breaking  seas, 
which  were  grown  to  such  a  height  the  third  day,  that  we 
were  obliged,  through  distress,  to  push  in  at  the  first  inlet 
we  saw  at  hartd.  This  we  had  no  sooner  entered,  than  we 
were  presented  with  a  view  of  a  fine  bay,  in  which  having 
secured  the  barge,  we  went  ashore ;  but  the  weather  bemg 
very  rainy,  and  finding  nothing  to  subsist  upon,  we  pitched 
a  bell-tent,  which  we  had  brought  with  us,  in  the  wood  op- 
posite to  where  the  barge  lay.  As  this  tent  was  not  large 
enough  to  contain  us  all,  I  proposed  to  four  of  the  people 
to  go  to  the  end  of  the  bay,  about  two  miles  distant  from 
the  bdl-tent,  to  occupy  the  iikeleton  of  an  old  Indian  wig- 
wam, which  1  had  discovered)  in  a  walk  that  way  upon  our 
first  landing.  This  we  covered  to  windward  with  scra-weed  ; 
imd  lighting  a  fire,  laid  ourselves  down,  in  hopes  of  finding 
a  remedy  for  our  hunger  in  sleeps  but  we  had  Dot  long 
Composed  ourselves  before  one  of  our  company  was  dis- 
turbed by  the  blowing  of  some  ar^imal  at  his  fiice,  and  upon 
opening  his  eyes  was  not  a  little  astonished  to  see,  by  the 
glimmering  of  the  fire^  a  large  beast  standing  over  him. 
He  had  presence  of  mind  enough  to  snatch  a  brand  from 
ihe  fire,  which  waS  now  very  low,  and  thrust  it  at  the  nose 
of  the  animal,  who  thereupon  made  otf:  This  done,  the  man 
awoke  us,  and  related,  with  horror  in  his  countenance,  the 
narrow  <||cape  he  had  of  being  devoured.  Uiit  though  we 
were  u  rler  no  small  apprehensions  of  another  visit  from 
this  animal,  yet  our  fatigue  and  heaviness  was  greater  than 
our  fears,  and  we  once  more  composed  ourselves  to  rest, 
iind  slept  the  remainder  of  the  night  without  any  further 
disturbance.  In  the  morning,  we  were  not  a  little  anxious 
to  know  how  our  companions  had  fared  ;  and  this  anxiety 
T\  us  increased  upon  tracing  the  footsteps  of  the  beast  in  the 
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^suicl  in  a  direction  towards  the  bell-tent.  The  impri'ssion 
Was  deep  and  plainj  of  a  hiri^e  round  foot  well  furniil-t^d 
with  claws.  Upon  our  acquainting  the  people  in  the  tent 
with  the  circumstances  of  our  story,  we  found  that  they  too 
l»ad  been  visited  by  the  same  unwelcome  guest,  which  they 
had  driven  away  by  niuch  the  same  expedient. 

We  now  returned  from  this  cruise,  with  a  strong  gale,  to 
Wager's  Island,  having  fpuk^d  it  impracticable  to  make 
farther  discoveries  in  the  barge  on  so  dangerous  a  coast, 
and  in  such  hea«ry  seas.  Here  we  soon  discovered,  by  the 
'<juartcrs  of  dogs  hanging  up,  that  the  Indians  had  brought 
«  fresh  supply  to  our  market.  Upon  enquiry,  we  found  that 
there  had  been  six  canoes  of  them,  who,  among  other  me- 
thods (if  taking. Bsh,  had  taught  their  dogs  to  drive  the  fish 
into  a  coi'ner  of  some  pond  or  lake,  from  whence  they  were 
easily  taken  out  by  the  skill  and  address  of  these  savages. 
The  old  cabal,  during  our  absence,  had  been  frequently  re- 
vived ;  the  debates  of  which  generally  ended  in  riot  and 
drunkenness.  This  cabal  was  chiefly  held  in  a  large  tent, 
which  the  people  belonging  to  it  had  taken  some  pains  to 
inake  snug  and  convenient,  and  lined  with  bales  of  broad 
cloth  driven  from  the  wreck.  Eighteen  of  the  stoutest  fel- 
lows of  the  ship's  company  had  possession  of  tliis  tent,  from 
whence  were  dispatclied  committees  to  the  captain,  with 
the  resolutions  they  had  taken  with  regard  to  their  depar- 
ture, but  oftener  for  liquor.  1'heir  determination  was  to  go 
in  the  long-boat  to  the  southward  by  the  Straits  of  Magel- 
lan ;  and  the  point  they  were  labouring,  was  to  prevail 
upon  the  captam  to  accompany  them.  Hut  though  he  had 
fixed  upon  a  quite  different  plan,  which  was  to  go  to  the 
northward,  yet  he  thought  it  politic  at  present  seemingly 
to  acquiesce  with  them,  in  order  to  keep  them  quiet. 
When  they  began  to  stipulate  with  him,  that  he  siiould  be 
under  some  restrictions  in  point  of  command,  and  sitould 
do  nothing  without  consulting  bis  officers,  he  insisted  upon 
the  full  exercise  of  his  authoiity  as  before.  This  broke  all 
measures  hetween  them,  and  they  were  from  this  time  de- 
termined he  should  go  with  them  whether  he  would  or  no. 
A  better  pretence  they  could  not  have  for  efi'ecting  this  de- 
sign, than  the  unfortunate  affair  of  Mr  Cozens,  whici)  they 
therefore  made  use  of  for  seizing  his  person,  and  putting 
him  under  confinetnent,  in  order  to  bring  him  to  his  trial 
in  England. 
^„,  ■  ^     •  The 
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The  long-boat  was  now  launched  and  ready  for  sailiDg',.  ' 
and  all  the  men  embarked,  excepting  Captain  Pembertoot 
with  a  parly  of  marines,  who  drew  them  up  upon  the 
beach  with  intent  to  conduct  Captain  Cheap  on  board  f  bnk 
lie  was  at  length  persuaded  to  desist  from  this  resolution  bj 
Mr  Bulkely.  The  men  too,  finding  they  were  straitened 
for  room,  and  that  their  stock  of  provision  would  not  admit 
of  their  taking  supernumeraries  aboard,,  were  now  no  ]es» 
strenuous  for  his  enlargement,  and  being  left  to  his  option 
of  staying  behind.  Therefore,  after  having  distributed  their 
share  in  the  reserved  slock  of  provision,  which  was  very 
small,  we  departed,  leaving  Captain  Cheap,  Mr  Hamiltqa  . 
of  the  marines,  and  the  surgeon,  upoii  the  island.  I  had 
all  along  been  in  the  dark  as  to  the  turn  this  afiair  would 
take ;  and  not  in  the  least  suspectiag  but  that  it  was  deter- 
mined Captain  Cheap  should  be  taken  with  us,  readily  em- 
barked under  that  persuasion  \  but  when  I  found  that  thi» 
design,  which  was  so  seriously  carried  on  to  the  last,  was 
suddenly  dropped,  I  was  determined,  upon  the  first  oppor- 
tunity, to  leave  them,  which  was  at  this  instant  impossible 
for  me  to  do,  the  long'boat  lying  at  some  distance  offshore 
at  anchor. 

We  were  in  all  eighty-one  when  we  lefl  the  island,  dis- 
tributed into  the  long-boat,  cutter,,  and  barge ;  fifty-nine 
on  board  the  first,  twelve  in  the  second,  in  the  last  ten.  It 
was  our  purpose  to  put  into  some  harbour,  if  possible,  every 
evening,  as  we  were  in  no  condition  to  keep  those  terrible 
seas  long ;  for  without  other  assistance,  our  stock  of  provi- 
sions was  no  more  than  nnight  have  been  consumed  in  a 
few  days ;  our  water  was  chiefly  contained  in  a  few  pow- 
der-barrels ;  our  flour  was  to  be  lengthened  out  by  a  mix- 
ture of  sea-weed ;  and  our  other  supplies  depended  upon 
the  success  of  our  guns  and  industry  among  the  rocks. 
Captain  Pemberton  having  brought  on  board  his  men,  we 
weighed,  but  by  a  sudden  squall  of  wind  having  split  pur 
foresail,  we  with  difficulty  cleared  the  rocks  by  means  of 
our  boats,  bore  away  for  a  sandy  bay  on  the  south  side  of 
the  lagoon,  and  anchored  in  ten  fathom.  The  next  morn- 
ing we  got  under  weigh,  but  it  blowing  hard  at  W.  by  N. 
with  a  great  swell,  put  into  a  small  bay  again,  well  shelter- 
ed by  a  ledge  of  rocks  without  us.  At  this  time  it  was 
thought  necessary  to  send  the  barge  away  back  toCheap's 
bay  tuj:  some  spare  canvas,  which  was  imagined  would  be 
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teon  waited.  I  thought  this  a  good  oppoitnnity  df  rclurn- 
ibg,  and  therefore  made  one  with  those  who  went  upon  this 
business  in  the  barge.  We  were  no  sooner  clear  of  the 
long-boat,  than  all  of  those  in  the  boat  with  me  declared 
they  bad  the  same  intention. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  island,  we  were  extremely  wel- 
come to  Captain  Cheap.   The  next  day,  I  asked  him  leav« 
to  try  if  1  could  prevail  upon  those  in  the  long-boat  to  give 
us  our  share  of  provisions :  this  he  granted  ;  but  said,  if  we 
went  in  the  barge  they  would  certainly  take  her  from  us.   I 
itold  him  my  design  was  towalk  it,  and  only  desired  the  boat 
tnight  land  me  upon  the  main,  and  wait  for  me  till  1  came 
back.    I  had  the  most  dreadful  journey  of  it  imaginable, 
through  thick  woods  and  swamps  all  the  way ;  but  I  might 
as  well  have  spared  myself  that  trouble,  as  it  was  to  no  man- 
ner of  purpose,  for  they  would  not  give  me,  nor  any  one  of 
us  that  left  them,  a  single  ounce  of  provisions  of  any  kind, 
i  therefore  returned,  and  after  that  made  a  second  attempt, 
Imt  all  in  vain.     They  even  threatened,  if  we  did  not  re- 
turn with  the  barge,  they  would  fetch  her  by  force.    It  is 
impossible  to  conceive  the  distressed  situation  we  were  now 
in  at  the  time  of  the  long-boat's  departure.    I  don't  men- 
tion this  event  as  the  occasion  of  it;  by  which,  if  we  who 
^werc  left  on  the  island  experienced  any  alteration  at  all,  it 
.  was  for  the  better,  and  which,  in  ail  probability,  had  it  beea 
<leferred,  might  have  been  fatal  to  the  greatest  part  of  us ; 
but  at  this  time  the  subsistence  on  which  we  had  hitherto 
depended  chiefly,  which  was  the  shell-fish,  were  every  where 
alongshore  eat  up ;  and  as  to  stock  saved  from  the  wreck,  it 
may  be  guessed  what  the  amount  of  that  might  be,  when  the 
jshare  allotted  to  the  captain.  Lieutenant  Hamilton,  and  the 
surgeon,  was  no  more  than  six  piecesof  beef,  as  many  of  pork, 
and  ninety  pounds  of  flour.    As  to  myself  and  those  that 
Jeft  the  long-boat,  it  was  the  least  revenge  they  thought 
they  could  take  of  us  to  withhold  our  provision  from  us, 
though  at  the  same  time  it  was  hard  and  unjust.  For  a  day 
or  two  after  our  return  there  was  some  little  pittance  dealt 
out  to  us,  yet  it  was  upon  the  foot  of  favour ;  and  we  were 
soon  left  to  our  tisual  industiy  for  a  farther  supply.    This 
was  now  exerted  to  very  little  purpose,  for  the  reason  be- 
fore assigned  ;  to  which  may  be  added,  the  wreck  was  now 
blown  up,  all  her  upper  works  gone,  and  no  hopes  of  any 
valuable  driftage  from  her  for  the  future.    A  weed  called 


slaugh 


/         •    .  ■■ 


S4fl 


Appendix,  No.  I. 


ri 


K  ( 


■     '        .  511.    ■ 

elangh,  fried  in  the  tallow  of  some  candles  ^c  had  saverf, 
and  wild  sellery,  were  our  only  fare,  by  which  onr  atre iglU 
vas  80  ' ouch  impnirer),  that  we  could  scarcely  crawl.  !t  V6* 
my  misfortune  too  to  labour  under  a  severe  flu%,  by  vhloh,' 
1  was  reduced  to  a  u-ry  feeble  stale;  so  that,  in  all^?M|/:ing, 
to  traverse  the  rock.<  in  search  of  shelUHsh,  I  feil  from  one 
into  very  deep  water,  and  with  dUltiQuHy  saved  iisy  lift,  of 
swimming.  - 

As  tlie  captain  whj;  now  frevd,  by  the  departure  of  the 
long-boat,  from  the  riotous  applicrioos,  mtnacps,  and  dis- 
turbance of  an  unruly  okiw,  aud  lef)  at  liberty  to  foP  ^w  the 
plan  he  had  resolvtu'upon,  of  going  nuv'liward,  he  begait 
to  think  «!priously  of  puH'ug  it  in  txecsilioii,  in  order  to 
which,  a  'nf>>si(s;e  was  sent  to  the  desertei.s^  ^ 'ho  had  8e.nl<  ; 
the»n;<  ives  on  she  other  side  of  the  neighbouring  hv2;oon, 
to  if  ynd  t!)S'm.  whether  they  w»>re  inclined  to  join  the  cap-' 
tain  in  his  tu'  Inrta'  iu^,  and  if  they  were,  lo  bring  them  over 
to  him.     I'oi  t-u:>  set,  the  party  gone  off  in  the  long-boat 
had  lifh.  at  i)iilf-i>iU'WHnce  proportion  of  the  common  stock 
of  }irovi»u)i».  Tlj<. :  e  men,  upon  the  proposal,  readily  agreed 
to  join  tiuir  commander;  and  being  conduc!  d  lo  him,  in- 
crL>a!>ed  our  number  to  twenty.  The  boats  wl.v'ch  remained 
in  our  possession  to  carry  off  all  these  people  wore  only  the 
barge  and  yawl,  two  very  crazy  bottoms  ;  the  broadside  of 
t!)e  last  was  cntirt'ly  out,  and  the  first  had  suffered  much  iik 
u  variety  of  bad  weather  she  had  gone  through,  and  was 
much  out  of  ropair.   And  now  our  carpenter  was  gone  from 
us,  we  had  no  remedy  for  these  misfortunes  but  the  little 
skill  we  had  gained  from  him.     However,  we  made  tolera- 
ble shift  to  patch  up  the  boats  for  our  purpose.    In  the 
height  of  our  distresses,  when  hunger,  which  seems  to  in- 
clude and  absorb  all  others,  was  most  prevailing,  we  were 
cheered  with  the  appearance  once  more  of  our  friendly  In- 
dians, as  we  thought,  from  whom  we  hoped  for  some  relief; 
but  as  the  consideration,  was  wanting  for  which  alone  they 
Avould  part  with  their  commodities,  we  were  not  at  all  be- 
nefited by  their  stay,  which  was  very  short.  The  little  reserve 
too  of  Hour  made  by  the  captain  for  our  sea-stock  when  we 
should  Itave  the  island,  was  now  diminished  by  theft;  the 
thieves,  who  wt  re  tlirei.'  of  our  men,  were  however  soon  dis- 
c :)vered,  and  tvvo  of  them  apprehended,  but  the  third  made 
liis  escape  to  the  woods.    Considering  the  pressing  slate  of 
our  neccssilics,  this  theft  was  looked  upon  as  a  Inost  hein- 
ous 
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»iM  erirne,  and  therefore  required  an  extraordinary  punislv- 
yient:  accordingly,  the  captain  ordered  these  delinquents 
to  be  severely  whipped,  and  then  to  be  banished  to  an  ia- 
laod  at  some  distance  from  us  ;  but  before  this  latter  part 
of  the  sentence  could  be  put  in  execution,  one  of  them  ned, 
but  the  other  was  put  alone  upon  a  barren  island,  yvhich  af- 
forded not  the  least  shelter:  however,  we,  in  compassion, 
and  contrary  to  order,  patched  him  up  a  bit  of  a  hut  and 
kindled  him  a  fire,  and  then  left  the  poor  wretch  to  shift 
for  himself.  In  two  or  three  days  after,  going  to  the  island 
in  our  boat  with  some  little  refreshment,  such  as  our  mise- 
rable circumstances  would  admit  of,  and  with  an  intent  of 
bringing  him  buck,  we  found  him  dead  and  stiff.  I  was  now- 
reduced  to  the  lowest  condition  by  my  illness,  M^hich  was 
increased  by  the  vile  stuflfl  eat,  when  we  were  favoured  by 
a  fair  day,  a  thing  very  extraordinary  in  this  climate.  We 
instantly  took  the  advantage  cf  it,  and  once  more  visited 
the  last  remains  of  the  wreck,  her  bottom.  Here  our  pains 
were  repaid  with  the  great  good  fortune  of  hooking  up 
three  casks  of  beef,  which  were  brought  safe  to  shore.  This 
providential  supply  could  not  have  happened  at  a  more  sea- 
sonable time  than  now,  when  we  were  afflicted  with  the 
greatest  dearth  we  had  ever  experienced,  and  the  little 
strent^th  we  had  remaining  was  to  be  exerted  in  our  endea- 
vours to  leave  the  island.  Accordingly  we  soon  found  a  re- 
medy for  our  sickness,  which  was  nothing  but  the  effects  of 
famine,  and  were  greatly  restored  by  food.  The  provision 
was  equally  distributed  among  MS  all,  and  served  us  for  the 
remainder  of  our  stay  here. 

We  began  to  grow  extremely  impatient  to  leave  the  is-. 
land,  as  the  days  were  now  nearly  at  their  longest,  and  about 
Midsummer  in  these  pttrts;  but  as  to  the  weather,  there 
seems  to  be  little  differetK^  in  a  difference  of  seasons.  Aci 
cordingly,  on  the  16th  ot  rVxH>wb*'r,  the  day  being  tolera- 
ble, we  told  Captaiu  Che«,p  we  itought  it  a  fine  opportuni- 
ty to  run  across  tW  bi^N\  B^ti  he  first  desired  two  or  thi<ee 
of  us  to  acconv^ioy  ^uu  to  our  place  of  observation,  the 
top  of  IVfoant  Wi3ef>»  when,  looking  through  hjs  perspective, 
be  observed  to  us  that  the  sea  ran  very  high  with\vut.  How- 
ever, this  liad  no  weight  with  the  |»eople,  wKv''  ^^ere  desirous, 
at  all  events,  to  be  gone.  I  should  here  v\b*erve,  that  Cap- 
tain Cheap's  plan  was,  if  possible,  to  get  to  the  island  of 
Chiloe,  and  if  we  found  any  vei|isel  llune,  to  board  her  inV- 
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fflediatclT  and  eat  ber  ont.  This  he  mig^t  cerUhily  hif§ 
done  with  eaie,  had  it  heea  his  good  fortane  to  get  tovmi 
with  the  boats. 

We  now  laanched  both  boats*  and  got  evenr  thing  on 
board  of  them  as  quick  as  possible.  Captaia  Obeap,  the 
iurgeon,  and  myself,  were  in  the  barge  with  nine  men,  an4 
Lieutenant  Hamilton  and  Mr  Campbell  in  th^  yalvl  with 
six.  I  steered  the  barge,  and  Mr  Campbell  the|awi ;  but 
we  had  not  been  two  hours  at  sea  before  the  wind  ahiflea 
more  to  the  westwaid  and  began  to  blow  very  hard,  and  th(i 
sea  ran  extremely  high,  so  that  we  cniild  ho  longer  keep 
titir  heads  towards  the  cppe  or  headlarifj  we  baa  designea 
for.  Tbis  cape  we  had  had  a  view  of,  in  one  of  the  iifter- 
vais  of  fair  weiiiher  (||Hinff  our  pboda^on  tlie  island,  froa| 
Mount  Misery ;  and  li  a^-elned  16  be  diilMMf  hnlween  twen« 
ty  and  thirty  ieasuea  from  us.  We  were  now  obliged  lu 
bear  away  riglit  oefore  the  wind.  Thouffh  the  yawl  waa 
not  far  from  m,  we  could  see  nothing  of  her,  except  no«V 
and  then  upon  the  top  of  a  mountainous  sea.  In  both  the 
boats  the  iimo  were  ooliged  to  sit  as  close  as  possible,  to  r&f 
ceive  the  seuH  on  their  backs,  to  prevent  tneir  filling  us,, 
which  wos  what  we  every  moment  expected.  We  were 
obliged  to  throw  every  thing  overboard  to  lighten  the  boats« 
all  our  beef^and  even  the  grapnel,  to  prevent  sinking.  Night 
was  coming  on,  and  we  were  running  on  a  lee-snore  mat, 
where  the  sea  broke  in  a  frightful  manner.  Not  one  amongst 
us  imagined  it  possible  fur  hoat»  to  live  in  sunli  a  sea.  Ii| 
this  situation,  us  we  neared  the  shore,  expecting  to  be  btal 
to  pieces  by  the  first  breaker,  we  perceived  a  small  opening 
between  the  rocks,  which  we  stood  for,  and  found  a  very 
narrow  passage  between  them,  which  brought  us  into  a  har- 
bour for  the  bouts,  as  calm  and  smooth  as  a  roill-r ^nd.  The 
yawl  had  got  in  before  us,  and  our  joy  was  great  at  meet- 
ing again  after  so  unexpected  a  deliverance.  Here  we  se- 
cured the  boats,  and  ascended  a  rock. 

It  rained  excessively  hard  all  the  first  part  of  the  night, 
and  was  extremely  cold  ;  and  though  we  had  not  a  dry 
thread  about  us,  and  no  wood  could  he  found  for  firing,  we 
were  obliged  to  pass  the  night  in  ^hat  uncomfortable  situ- 
ation, witiiout  any  covering,  shivering  in  our  wet  clothes. 
The  frost  coming  on  with  the  morning,  it  was  impossible 
for  any  of  us  to  get  a  moment's  sleep ;  and  having  flung 
overboard  our  provision  the  day  before,  there  being  no  pros- 
pect 
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^icC  of  finding  vay  thing  to  Mt  on  this  coast,  in  tho  morat 
mg  we  pulled  oat  of  the  co¥e»  but  found  so  great  a  sea  withv 
t«atf  that  we  could  make  btH  little  of  it.  After  tugging  all 
day,  towards  ntgfai  we  put  in  among  aome  smalf  islands, 
hmded  upon  one  of  them,  and  found  it  a  mere  swamp*  As 
Ihe  weather  was  the  same,  we  passed  this  night  much  aa  we 
had  done  the  preceding ;  sea-tangle  was  ail  we  could  get 
to  eat  at  first,  but  the  next  day  we  had  better  luck ;  th« 
surgeon  got  a  goose,  and  we  found  materials  for  a  goo4 
fire.  f 

We  were  confined  here  three  or  four  days,  the  weather 
all  thai  time  provina  so  bad  that  we  could  not  put  out.  Aa 
soon  as  it  grew  moclirate,  we  left  this  place  anci  shaped  our 
course  to  the  northward ;  and  perceiving  a  large  opening 
lietween  very  high  land  and  a  low  point,  we  steered  for  it« 
and  when  got  imi  length,  found  a  large  bay,  down  which 
we  rowed,  flattering  ourselves  there  might  be  a  passage  that 
way  {  but  lowaifli  night  we  came  to  Ihe  bottom  of  the  hay, 
and  finding  no  outlet,  we  were  obliged  to  return  the  tame 
way  we  came,  having  found  nothing  the  whole  day  to  alio* 
f  late  ope  hangoTf 
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(lecurfencci  pa  our  Voyage.— We  encounter  had  Weather  and 
various  Dangen  ana  DUtrems.'-~  Leave  a  Part  cfour  Crtm 
Pehind  on  a  detert  Shore,— 'A  »trange  Cemetru  discovered» 
— Narrow  Ewapefrom  Wreck. — Rdum  to  Mount  Mkery, 
— We  are  viuted  by  a  Chanot  Indian  Cacique,  who  taUa 
Spamshf  with  whom  we  again  take  our  Departure  from  the 
Itkmd. '  " 


v 
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Next  nip;ht  we  put  into  a  little  cove,  which,  from  the  great 
quantity  of  red  wood  found  there,  we  called  Red-wood  Cove. 
iLeaving  this  place  in  the  morning,  we  had  the  wind  south- 
erly, blowing  fresh,  by  which  we  made  much  way  that  daj 
jlp  the  northward.  Towards  evening  we  were  in  with  a  pret- , 
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ty  laree  island.  Puttini;  aahore  on  it,  we  found  it  (^othed 
witK  Uie  finest  trees  we  liad  ever  seen,  their  stems  running 
up  to  a  prodieious  heieht,  without  knot  or  branch*  and  an 
straight  as  cedars ;  the  leaf  of  these  trees  resembles  the  royr* 
tie  ivaf,  only  somewhat  larger.  I  have  seen  trees  larger 
than  these  in  circumference  on  the  coast  of  Guinea,  and 
there  only ;  but  for  a  length  of  stem,  which  gradually  la«> 
pered,  I  have  no  where  met  with  any  to  compare  to  them. 
The  wood  was  of  a  hard  substance,  and  if  not  too  heavy, 
would  have  made  good  masts ;  the  dimensions  of  some  of 
these  trees  being  ec^ual  to  a  main«mast  of  a  first>rate  man 
of  war.  The  shore  wns  covered  with  drift  wood  of  a  very 
large  size,  most  of  it  cedar,  which  makes  a  brisk  fire ;  but 
is  so  subject  to  snap  and  fly,  that  when  we  waked  in  the 
morning,  after  a  sound  sleep,  we  found  our  clothes  singed 
in  many  places  with  the  sparks,  and  covered  with  splinters. 

The  next  morning  being  calm,  we  rowed  out,  but  as  soon 
as  clear  of  the  island,  we  found  a  great  swell  from  the  west^ 
ward  i  we  rowed  to  the  bottom  of  a  very  large  bay  which 
was  to  the  northward  of  us,  the  land  very  low,  and  we  were 
in  hopes  of  finding  some  inlet  through,  but  did  not,  so  kept 
Along  shore  to  the  westward.  This  part,  which  I  take  to 
be  above  fifty  leagues  from  Wager  Island,  is  the  very  bot- 
tom of  the  large  bay  it  lies  in.  Here  was  the  only  passage 
to  be  found,  which,  if  we  could  by  any  means  have  got  in-: 
formation  of  it,  would  have  saved  us  much  fruitless  laboui, 
Of  this  passage  I  shall  have  occasion  to  say  more  hereafter. 

Having  at  this  time  an  ofl'-shore  wind,  we  kept  the  land 
close  on  board  till  we  came  to  a  bead-land :  it  was  near 
night  before  we  got  abreast  of  the  head-land,  and  opening 
it  discovered  a  very  large  bay  to  the  northward,  and  anov 
ther  head-land  to  the  westward,  at  a  great  distance.  We 
endeavoured  to  cut  short  our  passage  to  it  by  crossing, 
which  is  very  seldom  to  be  effected  in  these  overgrowa  < 
.seas  by  boats;  and  this  we  experienced  now,  for  the  wind 
springing  up,  and  beginning  to  blow  fresh,  we  were  obliged 
to  put  back  towards  the  first  head-land,  into  a  small  cove„ 
just  big  enough  to  shelter  the  two  boats.  Here  an  acci- 
dent happened  that  alarmed  us  much.  After  securing  our 
boats,  we  climbed  up  a  rock  scarcely  large  enough  to  cout 
tain  oil)  numbers:  having  nothing  tu  eat,  we  betook  our- 
selves to  our  usual  receipt  tor  hunger,  which  was  going  to 
•lileo|).     V\'e  accordingly    inde  a  fire,  and.SklQwed  ourselves 
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fpund  it  AS  well  as  we  cotild,  but  two  of  our  men  being  in<« 
commoded  for  want  of  room,  went  a  little  way  from  us  in-  ^ 
to  a  small  nook,  orer  which  a  great  cliff  hung,  and  served  ' 
them  for  a  oanopy. 

In  the  middle  of  the  night  we  were  awakened  with  n  ter- 
rible rumbling,  which  we  apprehended  to  be  nothing  lesa 
than  the  shock  of  an  earthquake,  which  we  had  before  ex* 
perienced  in  these  parts ;  and  this  conjecture  we  had  rea« 
son  to  think  not  ill  founded,  upon  hearing  hollow  groan« 
and  cries  as  of  men  half  swallowed  up.  We  immediately 
got  up,  and  ran  to  the  place  from  whence  the  cries  came, 
and  then  we  were  put  out  of  all  doubt  as  to  the  opinion  we 
had  formed  of  this  accident,  for  here  we  found  the  two  mea 
almost  buried  under  loose  stones  and  earth ;  but  upon  a 
little  farther  enquiry,  we  were  undeceived  as  to  the  cause 
we  had  imputed  this  noise  tO)  which  we  found  to  be  occa- 
sioned by  the  sudden  giving  way  of  the  impending  clifi^ 
which  fell  a  little  beyond  our  people,  carrymg  trees  and 
rocks  with  it  and  loose  earth,  the  latter  of  which  fell  in  part 
on  our  men,  whom  we  with  some  pains  rescued  from  tneir 
uneasy  situation,  from  which  they  escaped  with  some  bruises. ' 

The  next  morning  we  eot  out  early,  and  the  wind  being . 
westerly,  rowed  the  whole  dav  for  the  head-land  we  had 
seen  the  night  before;  but  when  we  had  got  that  length, 
could  find  no  harbour,  but  were  obliged  to  go  into  a  saudy 
bay,  and  lay  the  whole  night  upon  our  oars,  and  a  most' 
dreadful  one  it  proved,  blowing  and  raining  very  hard. 
Here  we  were  so  pinched  with  hunger,  that  we  eat  the 
shoes  off  our  feet,  which  consisted  of  raw  seal-skin.  In  the 
morning  we  got  out  of  the  bay,  but  the  incessant  foul  wea- 
ther had  overcome  us,  and  we  began  to  be  indifferent  as  to 
what  befel  us ;  and  the  boats  in  the  night  makin:^  into  « 
bay,  we  nearly  lost  the  yawl,  a  breaker  having  filled  her 
and  driven  her  ashore  upon  the  beach.  This,  by  some  of 
our  accounts,  was  Christmas-day;  butuur  accounts  had  so 
often  been  interrupted  by  our  distresses,  tlmt  there  vim  nn 
depending  upon  them.  Upon  seeing  the  yawl  in  thi:;  im» 
minent  danger,  the  barge  stood  off  and  went  into  an<Aher 
bay  to  the  northward  of  it,  where  it  was  smoother  lying; 
but  there  was  no  possibility  of  getting  on  shore.  In  the 
night  the  yawl  joined  us  again. 

The  next  day  was  so  bad,  that  we  despaired  reaching 
^\e  head-land^  so  rowed  down  the  bay  in  hopes  of  getting 
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joine  leal,  u  that  animal  kad  been  icen  the  day  before,  but 
met  with  no  tucctat ;  to  rctoraed  to  the  name  bay  we  Wad 
been  in  the  night  before,  where  the  turf  having  abated 
Momewhat,  we  went  (uhore  and  picked  up  a  few  ihell-fiah. 
In  the  morning  we  got  on  board  early,  and  ran  along  shore 
to  the  westward  for  about  three  leagues,  in  order  to  Mfc 
round  a  cape,  which  was  the  westcrnmoat  land  we  cowd 
Mc.  It  blew  lery  hard,  and  there  ran  such  a  sea,  that  w« 
heartily  wished  ourselves  back  again,  and  accordingly  inade 
the  best  of  our  way  for  that  bay  which  w«  had  left  in  the 
morning ;  but  before  we  could  reach  it  night  came  on^  and 
we  passed  a  moat  dismal  one,  lyina  upon  our  oars. 

The  weather  continuing  very  ban,  we  |Mit  in  ibr  the 
ahore  in  the  morning^  where  wc  fouud  nothing  but  tangle 
and  seapweed.  We  now  passed  some  days  roving  about  Toe 
provisions,  as  the  weather  was  too  bftd  to  make  another  at- 
tempt to  get  round  the  cape  as  yet  We  found  some  fine 
lagoons  towards  the  head  of  the  bay,  and  in  them  killed 
aome  seal,  and  got  a  good  quantity  of  shell-fish,  which  was 
a  great  relief  to  us.  We  now  made  a  second  attempt  to 
double  the  cape ;  but  when  we  got  the  length  of  ^t^  and 
passed  the  first  head-land,  for  it  consists  of  three  of  an 
eaual  height,  we  got  into  a  sea  that  was  horrid,  for  it  ran 
all  in  heaps  like  the  Race  of  Portland,  but  much  worse. 
We  were  happy  to  put  back  to  the  old  place,  v'ith  little 
bopes  of  ever  getting  round  this  cape. 

Next  day,  the  weather  proving  very  bad,  all  hands  went 
nshore  to  procure  some  sustenance,  except  two  in  each  boat^ 
which  were  left  as  boat-keepers:  this  office  we  took  by 
turns,  and  it  was  now  my  lot  to  be  upon  this  duty  with  ano* 
ther  man.  The  yawl  lay  within  us  at  a  grapnel;  in  the 
night  it  blew  very  hard,  and  a  great  sea  tumbled  in  upo^ 
the  shore ;  but  being  extremely  fatigued,  we  in  the  boats 
went  to  sleep:  notwithstanding,  however,  i  was  at  last 
awakened  by  the  uncommon  motion  of  the  boat,  and  the 
roaring  of  the  breakers  every  where  about  us.  At  the  same 
time  1  heard  a  shrieking,  like  to  that  of  persons  in  distress; 
I  looked  out,  and  saw  the  yawl  canted  bottom  upwards  by 
a  sea,  and  soon  afterwards  disappeared.  One  of  our  men, 
whose  name  was  William  Rose,  a  quarter-master^  was 
drowned ;  the  other  was  thrown  ashore  by  the  surf,  with 
his  head  buried  in  the  sand,  but  by  the  immediate  assistr 
ance  of  the  people  on  shore;  was  saved.    As  for  us  in  the 
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WrMf  we  expected  the  lame  fate  every  moment,  for  th«' 
tea  broke  a  lone  way  without  us.  However,  we  sot  her 
head  to  it,  and  hove  up  our  grapnel,  or  ihould  rather  lay 
kellick,  which  we  had  made  to  ler-'c  in  the  rooni  of  our 
grapnel,  hove  overboard  lome  timu  before  to  lighten  the 
Boat.  By  thia  meant  we  used  our  utmost  efforts  to  pull  her 
without  the  breakers  tome  way,  aud  then  let  ^o  our  kellick 
again.  Here  we  lay  all  the  next  day  in  a  great  sea,  not 
knowing  what  would  be  our  fate.  To  add  to  our  mortifi- 
cation, we  could  see  our  companioni  in  tobrable  plight 
athore,  eatins;  teal,  while  we  were  starving  with  hunger  and 
cold.  For  this  month  past  we  had  not  known  what  it  was 
to  have  a  dry  thread  about  us. 

The  next  day  being  something  more  moderate,  we  ven- 
tured in  with  the  barse  as  near  as  we  could  to  the  shore, 
and  our  companions  threw  us  some  seals  liver,  whieh  ha- 
vin|;  eat  greedily,  we  were  seized  with  excessive  sickness* 
which  affected  us  so  much  that  our  skin  peeled  off  from 
head  to  foot. 

Whilst  the  people  were  on  shore  here,  Mr  Hamilton  met 
with  a  large  seal  or  sea-lion,  and  fired  a  brace  of  balls  into 
him,  upon  which  the  animal  turned  upon  him  open>month- 
ed ;  but  presently  fixing  his  bayonet,  he  thrust  it  down  ita 
throat,  with  a  good  part  of  the  barrel  of  the  ffun,  which 
the  creature  bit  in  two  seemingly  with  as  mucn  ease  as  if 
il  had  been  a  twig.  Notwithstanding  the  wounds  it  recei- 
yed,  it  eluded  all  farther  efforts  to  kill  it,  and  got  clear  ott. 

I  call  this  animal  a  large  seal  or  sea-lion,  because  it  re- 
sembles a  seal  in  many  particulars ;  but  then  it  exceeds  it 
so  much  in  size,  as  to  be  sufficiently  determined,  by  that 
distinction  only,  to  be  of  another  species.  Mr  Walter,  in 
Lord  Anson's  voyage,  has  given  a  particular  description  of 
those  which  are  seen  about  Juan  Fernandes  i  but  they  have 
in  other  climates  different  appearances  as  well  as  different 
qualities,  as  we  had  occasion  to  observe  in  this  and  a  late 
voyage  I  made.  However,  as  so  much  already  has  been 
said  of  the  sea-lion,  I  shall  only  mention  two  peculiarities, 
one  relative  to  its  appearance,  and  the  other  to  ita  proper- 
ties of  action,  which  distinguish  it  from  those  described  by 
him.  Those  [  saw  were  without  that  snout  or  trunk  hang- 
ing below  the  end  of  the  upper  jaw  v  but  then  the  males 
were  furnished  with  a  large  shaggy  mane,  which  gave  them 
a  most  formidable  appearance.    And,  whereas,  he  says 
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those  he  saw  were  unwieldy  and  easilv  destroyedi  Vfe  found 
some,  oh  the  contrary,  that  lay  at  a  mile's  distance  from  the 
vrater,  which  came  down  upon  u§  when  disturbed  with  such 
impetuosity,  that  it  was  as  much  eis  we  could  do  to  get  out 
of  their  way ;  and,  when  attacked,  would  turn  upon  us  with 
great  agiUty. 

Having  lost  the  yuwl,  and  being  too  many  for  the  barge 
to  carry  off,  we  were  compelled  to  leave  four  of  our  men 
behind.  They  were  all  marines^  who  seemed  to  have  no 
great  objection  to  the  determination  made  with  regard  to 
tbeui,  so  exceedingly  disheartened  and  worn  out  were  they 
with  the  distresses  and  dangers  they  had  already  gone 
through.  Arid,  indeed,  I  believe  it  would  have  been  a  mat- 
ter of  indifference  to  the  greatest  part  of  the  rest,  whether 
they  should  embark  or  take  their  chance.  The  captain  dis- 
tributed to  these  poor  fellows  arms  and  ammunition,  and 
some  other  necessaries.  When  we  parted,  they  stood  upon 
the  beach,  giving  us  three  cheers,  and  called  out,  God 
bless  the  King!  We  saw  them  a  little  after  setting  out  up- 
on their  forlorn  hope,  and  helping  one  another  over  a  hide- 
ous tract  of  rocks;  but  considering  the  difficulties  attend- 
ing this  only  way  of  travelling  left  them,  for  the  woods  are 
impracticable,  from  their  thickness  and  the  deep  swamps 
every  where  to  be  met  in  them  ;  considering  too  that  the 
coast  here  is  rendered  so  inhospitable  by  the  heaty  c;eas 
that  are  constantly  tumbling  upon  it,  as  not  to  ailbrd  even 
&  little  shell-fish,  il  is  probable  that  all  met  with  a  misera- 
ble end. 

.  We  rowed  along  shore  to  the  westward  in  order  to  make 
one  more  attempt  tu  double  the  cape  ;  when  abreast  of  the 
first  head-land,  there  ran  such  a  sea  that  we  expected  every 
moment  the  boat  would  go  down.  But  as  the  ^reservation 
of  life  had  now  ia  a  great  measure  lost  its  actuating  prin- 
ciple upon  us,  we  still  kept  pushing  through  it,  till  we  open- 
ed a  bay  to  the  northward.  In  all  my  life  I  never  saw  so 
dreadful  a  sea  as  drove  in  here  ;  it  began  to  break  at  more 
than  half  a  mile  from  the  shore.  Perceiving  now  that  it 
was  impossible  for  any  boat  to  get  round,  the  men  lay  Upon 
their  oars  till  the  boat  was  very  near  the  breakers,  the 
mountainous  swell  that  then  ran  heaving  her  in  at  a  great 
rate.  I  thought  it  was  their  intention  to  put  an  end  to 
their  lives  and  misery  at  once,  but  nobody  spoke  for  some 
time.     At  ia&>  Captain  Cheap  told  them  they  must  either 
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]perhh'immedtatel;f,  or  pull  stoutly  for  it  to  get  off  the 
shorcj  but  they  might  do  as  they  pleased.  They  chose, 
however,  to  exert  themselves  a  little,  and  after  infinite  dif- 
ficulty got  round  the  head-land  again,  giving  up  all  thoughts 
of  making  any  further  attempt  to  double  the  cape.  It  was 
night  before  we  could  get  back  to  the  bay,  where  we  were 
compelled  to  leave  four  of  our  men,  in  order  to  save,  if  pos- 
sible, the  remainder ;  for  we  must  all  have  certuinly  perish- 
ed, if  more  than  sixteen  had  been  crowded  into  so  small  a 
boat:  this  bay  we  named  Marine  Bay.  When  we  had  re- 
turned to  this  bay,  we  found  the  surf  ran  so  high,  that  we 
were  obliged  to  lay  upon  our  oars  all  night ;  and  it  was  now 
resolved  to  go  back  to  Wager's  island,  there  to  linger  out  a 
■     ife,  •     -  ■     - 
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miserable  life,  as  we  had  not  the  least  prospect  of  reluming 


But  before  we  set  out,  in  consequence  of  this  resolution, 
it  was  necessary,  if  possible,  to  get  some  little  stock  of  seal 
to 'Support  us  in  a  passage,  upon  which,  whenever  we  might 
put  in,  we  were  not  likely  to  meet  with  any  supply.  Ac- 
cordingly, it  was  determined  to  go  up  that  lagoon,  in  which 
Vfc  had  before  got  some  seal,  to  provide  ourselves  with  some 
mote,  but  we  did  not  leave  the  bay  till  we  had  made  some 
search  after  the  unhappy  marines  we  had  left  on  shore. 
Gould  we  have  found  them,  we  had  now  agreed  to  take 
them  on  board  again,  though  it  would  have  been  the  cer- 
tain destruction  of  us  all.  This,  at  another  time^  would 
bave  been  mere  madness;  but  wc  were  now  resigned  to 
our  fate,  which  we  none  of  us  thought  far  off;  however, 
there  was  nothing  to  be  seen  sf  them,  and  no  traces  but  a 
musket  on  the  heacli.  ^ 

Upon  returning  up  the  lagoon,  we  were  so  fortunate  as  to 
kill  some  seal,  which  we  boiled  and  laid  in  the  boat  for  sea- 
Btock.  While  we  were  ranging  along  shore  in  d>;tached 
parties  in  quest  of  this  and  whatever  other  eatable  might 
come  in  our  way,  our  surgeon,  who  was  the;'  by  himself, 
discovered  s.  pretty  large  hole,  which  seemed  to  lead  to 
some  den  or  repository  withiu  the  rocks.  It  was  not  so 
lucle  or  natural,  but  that  theie  were  some  signs  of  its  ha- 
ving been  cleared  and  made  more  Hccessible  by  industry. 
The  surgeon  for  some  time  hesitated  whether  he  should 
venture  in,  from  his  uticertainty  as  to  the  reception  he 
might  meet  with  from  any  inhabitant;  but  his  curiosity 
getting  the  better  of  his  fears,  he  determined  to  go  in, 
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Ivfaich  he  clid  ii|K>n  hn  faamjg  and  knees,  as  the  pasaagf 
was  too  low  for  him  to  enler  otherwise. 

After  faavinn;  proceeded  a  considerable  way  thus,  he  ar-^ 
riyed  at  a  spacious  chamber,  bat  whether  hollowed  out  by 
hands,  or  aatural,  he  cooM  not  be  positive.  The  light  into 
iSoM  chamber  was  conveyed  tbroogb  a  hole  at  the  top ;  in 
the  midst  was  a  kind  of  bier,  made  of  sticks  kud  crossways, 
supported  by  props  of  ahoot  five  feet  in  height.  Upon  mis 
bier  five  or  six  bodies  were  extended,  which,  in  appearance, 
had  been  deposited  there  a  long  time,  but  had  suffered  nd 
decay  or  diminution.  They  were  without  covering,  and  tb# 
flesh  of  their  bodies  was  t)ecome  perfectly  dry  and  hard^ 
which  whether  done  by  any  art  or  secret  the  savages  may 
he  possessed  of,  or  occasioned  by  any  drying  virtue  in  the 
air  of  the  cave,  could  not  be  guessed.  Indeed,  the  surge<Mt 
finding  nothing  there  to  eat,  which  was  his  chief  induce- 
ment ror  his  creeping  into  this  hole,  did  not  amuse  himself 
Vrith  long  disquisitions,  or  make  that  accurate  examinaliott 
which  he  would  have  done  at  another  time ;  but  crawling 
out  as  he  came  in,  he  went  and  told  the  first  he  met  of 
what  he  had  seen.  Some  had  the  curiosity  to  go  in  lilie<^ 
wise. 

I  had  forgot  to  mention  that  there  was  another  range  of 
bodies  deposited  in  the  same  manner  upon  another  platforta. 
under  the  bier.   Probably  this  was  the  burial-place  of  their 

freat  men  called  Caciques ;  but  from  whence  they  could  be 
rought  we  were  utterly  at  a  loss  to  conceive,  there  being 
no  traces  of  any  Indian  settlement  hereabout.  We  had 
aeen  no  savages  since  we  left  the  island,  or  observed  any 
marks  in  the  coves  or  bays  to  the  northward  where  we  bad 
touched,  such  as  of  fire-places  or  old  wig-wams,  which  they 
never  fail  of  leaving  behind  them  ;  and  it  is  very  probable, 
from  the  violent  seas  that  are  always  beating  upon  this 
coast,  its  deformed  aspect,  and  the  very  swampy  soil  that 
every  where  borders  upon  it,  that  it  is  little  frequented. 

We  now  crossed  the  first  bay  for  the  head-land  we  left 
on  Christmas-day,  much  dejected ;  for  under  our  former 
sufferings  we  were  in  some  measure  supported  with  the 
hopes,  that  as  we  advanced,  however  little,  they  were  so 
much  the  nearer  their  termination ;  but  now  our  prospect 
was  dismal  and  dispiriting  indeed,  as  we  had  the  same  dif- 
ficulties and  dangers  to  encounter,  not  only  without  any 
flattering  views  to  lessen  them,  but  under  the  aggravating 
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tircurastance  of  their  leading  to  an  inevitable  and  misera- 
ble death ;  for  we  could  not  possibly  conceive  that  the  fate 
of  starving  could  be  avoided  by  any  human  means,  upoa 
that  desolate  island  we  were  returning  to.  The  shell-nsh, 
which  was  the  only  subsistence  that  island  had  hitherto  af-^ 
forded  in  any  measure,  was  exhausted ;  and  the  Indians  had 
shewn  themselves  so  little  affected  by  the  common  incite- 
ments of  compassion,  that  we  had  no  hopes  to  build  upoii 
any  impressions  of  that  surt  in  them.  They  had  already 
refused  to  barter  their  dogs  with  us,  for  want  of  a  valuable 
commodity  on  our  side;  so  that  it  is  wonderful  we  did  not 
give  ourselves  up  to  despondency,  and  lay  aside  all  farther 
attempts ;  but  we  were  supported  by  that  invisible  Power, 
who  can  make  the  most  untoward  circumstances  subservi- 
ent to  his  gracious  purposes. 

At  this  time  our  usual  bad  weather  attended  us;  thei 
night  too  set  in  long  before  we  could  reach  the  cove  we 
before  had  taken  shelter  in,  so  that  we  were  obliged  to 
keep  the  boat's  head  to  the  sea  all  night,  the  sea  every 
where  astern  of  us  running  over  hideous  breakers.  In  the 
noroing,  we  designed  standing  over  for  that  island  in  which 
we  bad  observed  those  strait  and  lofty  trees  before-men- 
tioned, and  which  Captain  Cheap  named  Montrose  Island; 
but  as  soon  as  we  opened  the  head-land  to  the  westward  of 
us,  a  Hudden  squall  took  the  boat,  and  very  near  overset 
her.  We  were  instantly  full  of  water ;  but  by  baling  with 
our  hats  and  hands,  and  any  thing  that  would  hold  watef^ 
we  with  difhculty  freed  her  Under  this  alarming  circum- 
stance, we  found  it  advisable  to  return  back  and  pi' I  u-  to  the 
cove  which  the  night  before  we  were  prevented  gclung  in- 
to. We  were  detained  here  two  or  three  days  by  exceeding 
bad  weather,  so  that  had  we  not  forlunaleiy  provided  our- 
selves with  some  seal,  we  must  have  starved,  for  this  place 
afforded  us  nothing. 

At  lenuth  we  reached  -Montrose  Island.  This  is  by 
murh  the  best  and  pleasaniesi  spot  we  had  seen  in  this 
part  of  the  world,  though  it  has  notning  on  it  eatable  but 
some  berries,  which  resemble  goose-berries  ia  flavour:  they 
are  of  a  black  hue,  and  grow  in  swampy  ground ;  and  the 
bush  oi  tree  that  bears  them,  is  much  taller  than  that  of 
our  goosL  benies.  We  remained  here  some  time,  living 
upon  tkiesf  berries  and  t!.e  remainder  of  our  seal,  which 
was  nf)w  grown  quite  rotten.  Our  two  or  three  first  at- 
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tempts  to  put  out  from  this  island  were  without  sccceM,  the 
tempestuous  weather  obliging  us  to  put  back  again.  One 
of  our  people  was  much  incJmed  to  remain  here^  thinking 
it  at  least  as  good  a  place  as  Wager's  Island  to  end  his  dayi 
upon  ;  but  he  was  obliged  by  the  rest  to  go  off  with  them. 
We  had  not  been  long  out  before  it  began  to  blow  a  storm 
of  wind,  and  the  mist  came  on  so  thicks  that  we  could  not 
see  the  land,  and  were  at  a  loss  which  way  to  steer  y  but  we 
heard  the  sea,  which  ran  exceedingly  high,  breaking  near 
us,  upon  which  we  immediately  hauled  aft  the  sheet, 
and  hardly  weathered  the  breakers  by  a  boat's  length.  At 
the  same  time  we  shipped  a  sea  tihat  nearly  filled  us;  it 
struck  us  with  that  violence  as  to  throw  me  and  one  or  two 
more  down  into  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  where  we  were 
balf  drowned  before  we  could  get  up  again.  This  was  one 
of  the  most  extraordinary  escapes  we  had  in  the  course  of 
this  expelition  ;  for  Captain  Cheap  and  every  one  else  had 
entirely  given  themselves  up  for  lost.  However,  it  pleased 
God  that  we  got  that  evening  into  Red-wood  Cove,  where 
the  weather  continued  so  bad  all  night  we  could  keep  no 
lire  in  to  dry  ourselves  with  ;  but  there  being  no  other  al- 
ternative for  us  but  to  stay  here  and  starve,  or  put  to  iea 
again,  we  chose  the  latter,  and  put  out  in  the  morning 
again,  though  the  weather  was  very  little  mended. 

In  three  or  four  days  after,  we  arrived  at  our  old  station* 
Wager's  Island,  but  in  such  a  nMserable  plight,  that  though 
we  thought  our  condition  upon  setting  out  would  not  ad- 
mit of  any  additional  circumstance  of  misery^  yet  it  was  to 
be  envied  in  comparison  of  what  we  now  suffered,  so  worn 
and  reduced  were  we  by  fatigue  and  hunger,  having  eat  no- 
thing for  some  days  but  sea-weed  and  tangle.  Upon  this 
expedition,  we  had  been  out,  by  our  account,  just  two 
months;  in  which  we  had  rounded,  backwards  and  for- 
wards, the  great  bay  formed  to  the  northward  by  that  high 
Jand  we  had  observed  from  Mount  Misery. 

The  first  thing  we  did  upon  our  arrival  was  to  secure  the 
barge,  as  this  was  our  sole  dependence  for  any  relief  that 
might  offer  by  sea ;  which  done^  we  repaired  to  our  huts, 
which  formed  a  kind  of  village  or  street,  consisting  of  seve- 
rai  irregular  habitations,  some  of  which  being  covered  by 
a  kind  of  brush-wood  thatch,  afforded  tolerable  shelter 
against  the  inclemency  of  the  weather.  Among  these,  there 
was  one  which  we  observed  with  some  surprise  to  be  nailed 

up. 
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'  up.  We  broke  it  open,  and  found  some  iron-work,  picked 
out  \vidi  nnich  pains  from  those  pieces  of  the  wreck  wfaidh 
were  driven  ashore.  We  concluded  from  hence,  that  the 
Indians  who  had  been  here  in  our  absence  were  not  m  that 
tribe  with  which  we  had  some  commerce  before,  who  seem- 
ed to  set  no  value  upon  iron,  but  from  some  other  quarter ; 
and  must  have  had  communication  with  the  Spaniards, 
from  Whom  they  had  learned  the  value  and  use  of  that 
commodity. 

Thieving  from  strangers  i^  a  commendable  talent  among 
savages  in  general,  and  bespeaks  an  address  which  they 
much  admire;  though  the  strictest  honesty  with  regard  to 
the  property  of  €ach  other  is  observed  among  them.  There 
is  no  doubt  but  they  ransacked  all  our  houses,  but  the  mea 
had  taken  care  before  they  went  off  in  the  long-boat  to 
strip  them  of  their  most  valuable  furniture,  that  is,  the  bales 
of  cloth  used  for  lining}  and  converted  them  into  trowsers 
and  watch-coats.  Upon  farther  search,  we  found,  th<'own 
aside  in  the  bushes  at  the  back  of  one  of  the  huts,  some 
pieces  of  seal  in  a  very  putrid  condition,  which,  however, 
our  stomachs  were  far  from  loathing.  The  next  bminess 
which  the  people  set  about  very  seriously,  was  to  proceed 
to  Mount  Misery,  and  bury  the  corpse  of  the  murdered 
person  mentioned  to  have  been  disco"ered  there  some  little 
time  after  our  beiig  cast  away;  for  to  the  neglect  of  this 
necessary  t<')>bute  to  that  unfortunate  person  the  men  as-> 
signed  all  t)h«r  ill  success  upon  the  late  expedition. 

That  common  people  in  general  are  addicted  to  super- 
stitious conceit*,  is  on  observation  founded  on  experience, 
xtnd  the  reason  »•  evident;  but  I  cannot  allow  thatcommoa 
seamen  are  more  so  than  others  of  the  lower  class.  In  the 
most  enlightened  ages  of  antiquity,  we  find  it  to  have  beea 
the  popular  opinion,  that  the  spirits  of  the  dead  were  not 
at  rest  till  their  bodies  were  interred ;  and  that  they  did 
not  cease  to  haunt  and  trouble  those  who  had  neglected 
this  duty  to  the  departed.  This  is  still  believed  by  the  vul- 
gar in  most  countries ;  and  in  our  men  this  persuasion  was 
much  heightened  by  the  melancholy  condition  they  were 
reduced  to,  and  was  farther  confirmed  by  an  occurrence 
which  happened  some  little  time  before  we  went  upon  our 
last  expedition.  One  night  we  were  alarmed  with  a  strange 
cry,  which  resembled  that  of  a  man  drowning.  Many  of 
us  can  out  of  our  huts  towards  the  place  from  whence  the 
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noise  proceeded,  which  was  not  far  ofF  shore,  where  we 
could  perceive,  bul  not  distinctly,  (for  it  was  then  moon- 
lieht)  an  appearance  like  that  of  a  man  swimming  half  out 
of  water.  The  noise  that  this  creature  uttered  was  so  un- 
like that  of  any  animal  they  had  heard  before,  that  it  made 
a  great  impression  upon  the  men ;  and  they  frequently  re- 
called this  apparition  at  the  time  of  their  distresses,  with 
reflections  on  the  neglect  of  the  office  they  were  now  ful- 
filling. 

Wc  were  soon  driven  again  to  the  greatest  straits  for 
want  of  something  to  subsist  upon,  by  the  extreme  bad 
weather  that  now  set  in  upon  us.  Wild  sellery  was  all  we 
could  procure,  which  raked  our  stomachs  instead  of  assua- 
ging our  hunger.  That  dreadful  and  last  resource  of  men, 
in  not  much  worse  circumstances  than  our.^  of  consigning 
one  man  to  death  for  the  support  of  the  rest,  began  to  be 
mentioned  in  whispers;  and  indeed  there  were  some  among 
us  who,  by  eating  what  they  found  raw,  were  bectviue  little 
better  than  cannibals.  But  fortunately  for  U&;,  and  oppor- 
tunely to  prevent  this  horrid  proceeding,  Mr  ilamilton  at 
this  time  found  sonic  rotten  pieces  of  beef  cast  up  by  the 
sea  at  some  miles  distance  from  the  huls,  which  he,  thoueh 
a  temptation  which  few  would  have  resisted  in  parallel  cir- 
cumstances, scorned  to  conceal  from  the  rest,  but  gener- 
ously distributed  among  us. 

A  few  days  after,  the  mystery  of  the  nailing  up  of  the 
hut,  and  what  had  been  doing  by  the  Indian!!  upon  the 
island  in  our  absence,  was  partly  explained  to  us ;  for  about 
the  15th  day  after  our  return,  there  came  a  party  of  In- 
dians to  the  island  in  two  canoes,  who  were  not  a  little  sur- 
prised to  find  us  here  again.  Among  these,  was  an  Indian 
of  the  tribe  of  the  Chonos,  who  live  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Chiloe.*  He  talked  the  Spanish  language,  but  with  that 
savage  accent  which  renders  it  almost  unintelligible  to  any 
but  those  who  are  adepts  in  that  language.  He  was  like- 
wise a  cacique,  or  leading  man  of  his  tribe,  which  authori- 
ty was  confirmed  to  him  by  the  Spaniards ;  for  he  carried 
the  usual  badge  and  mark  of  distinction  by  which  the  Spa- 
niards and  their  dependants  '  old  their  military  and  civil 
employments,  which  is  a  slick  with  a  silver  head.    These 

badges, 

*  Chiloe  is  an  island  on  the  weistern  coast  of  America,  situated  in  42' 
40  of  S.  latitude,  and  the  aouthenimost  settlement  under  tbe  Spanish  ji^ 
t  isdiction  on  that  coaef. 
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badgCB,  of  which  the  Indians  are  very  vain,  at  once  serve 
to  retain  the  cacique  in  the  strongest  attachment  to  the 
Spanish  government,  and  give  him  greater  weight  with  his 
own  dependants :  yet,  withal,  he  is  lire  merest  slave,  and 
has  not  one  thing  he  can  call  his  own. 

This  report  ot  our  shipwreck  (as  we  supposed)  liaymg 
reached  the  Chonos,  by  means  of  the  intermediate  tribes, 
which  handed  it  to  one  another  from  those  Indians  who 
first  visited  us,  this  cacique  was  either  sent  to  learn  the 
truth  of  the  rumour,  or,  having  first  got  the  intelligence, 
set  out  with  a  view  of  making  some  advantage  ot  the 
wreck,  and  appropriating  such  iron- work  as  he  could  ga- 
ther from  it  to  his  own  use ;  for  that  metal  is  become  very 
valuable  to  those  savages,  since  their  commerce  with  the 
Spaniards  has  taught  them  to  apply  it  to  several  purposes. 
But  as  the  secreting  any  thing  from  a  rapacious  Spanish 
rey  or  governor  (even  an  old  rusty  nail)  by  any  of  their  In- 
dian dependants,  is  a  very  dangerous  offence,  he  was  care- 
ful to  conceal  the  little  prize  he  had  made  till  he  could  con- 
veniently carry  it  away ;  for  in  order  to  make  friends  of 
these  savages,  we  had  left  their  hoard  untouched. 

Our  surgeon,  Mr  Elliot,  being  master  of  a  few  Spanish 
words,  made  himself  so  far  understood  by  the  cacique,  as 
to  let  him  know  that  our  intention  was  to  reach  some  of 
the  Spanish  settlements  if  we  could;  that  we  were  unac- 
quainted with  the  best  and  safest  way,  and  what  track  was 
most  likely  Jo  afford  us  subsistence  in  our  journey »  promi- 
sing, if  he  would  undertake  to  conduct  us  in  the  barge,  he 
should  have  it  and  every  thing  in  it  for  his  trouble  as  soon 
as  it  had  served  our  present  occasions.  To  these  conditions 
the  cacique,  after  much  persuasion,  at  length  agreed.  Ac» 
cordingiy,  having  made  the  best  preparation  we  could,  we 
embarked  on  board  the  barge  to  the  number  of  fifteen,  in- 
cluding the  cacique,  whose  name  was  Martin,  and  his  ser- 
vant Emanuel.  We  were,  indeed,  sixteen  when  we  return- 
ed from  our  last  fruitless  attempt  to  get  off  the  island,  but 
we  had  buried  two  since  that,  who  perished  with  hunger  ; 
and  a  marine,  having  committed  theft,  ran  away  to  aVoid 
the  punishment  his  crime  deserved,  and  hid  himself  in  the 
woods,  since  which  he  was  never  beard  of.  We  now  put 
off,  accompanied  with  the  two  Indian  canoes,  in  one  of 
which  was  a  savage  with  his  two  wives,  who  had  an  air  of 
dignity  superior  to  the  rest,  and  was  handsome  in  his  per- 
son. 
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son.  He  Imu)  his  but,  during  his  stay  iritb  Ui,  separat<* 
Iruin  the  other  Indians,  who  seeiuefi  to  pay  him  oxtraordi- 
Bary  respect ;  but  in  two  or  three  nights,  these  Indians,  be- 
ing independent  of  the  Spaniards,  and  living  somewhere  to 
ilic  southward  of  our  Ciionos  guide,  lefl  us  to  proceed  on 
ouriourriey  by  ourselves. 

llie  first  night  we  lay  at  an  island  destitute  of  all  refresh- 
ment, where  having  found  (lome  shelter  for  our  boat  and 
made  ourselves  a  iire,  wc  slept  by  it.  The  next  night  we 
were  more  unfortunate,  though  our  wants  were  increasing, 
tot,  having  run  to  the  westward  of  Montrose  Island,  we 
found  no  sfielter  for  the  barge,  but  were  under  the  necessi- 
ty of  lying  uppn  our  oars,  suffering  the  most  extreme  pangs 
of  hunger.  The  next  day  brought  us  to  the  bottom  of  a 
great  buy,  where  the  Indian  guide  had  left  his  faoiMy,  d 
wife  aad  two  children,  in  a  hut.  Here  we  staid  two  or  three 
days,  during  which  we  were  conitantly  employed  in  ranging 
along  shore  in  quest  of  shell-fish. 


!•     ^,;'Ai   V;- 


CHAPTER  V. 


Ijiatigaiion  of  the  River. — One  of  our  Men  dies  from  Fatigue, 
—  Inhuman iti/  of  the  Captain. — Description  of  our  Passage 
through  a  horribU  and  desolate  Country. — Our  Conductor 
haves  t«,  and  a  Party  ofnur  Men  deserl  with  the  Boat.-— 
Dreadful  Situation  of  the  Remainder, — The  Cacique  returns, 
•—Account  of  our  Journey  Overland. — Kindness  of  two  Ini 
dian  Women, — Description  of  the  Indian  Mode  of  Fishing, 
— Cruel  Treatment  of  my  Indian  Benefactress  by  her  Hus- 
band. 

We  now  again  proceeded  on  our  voyage,  having  recei- 
ved on  board  the  family  of  our  guide^  who  conducted  us  to 
a  river,  the  stream  of  which  was  so  rupid,  that,  after  our 
utmost  eftbrts  from  morning  to  evening,  we  gained  little 
«pon  the  current,  and  at  last  were  obliged  to  desist  from 
cur  attempt,  and  return.    I  had  hitherto  steered  the  boat, 

but 
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l»ut  one  of  (Hir  meo  sinking  under  the  ieX\fpM,  expired  soon 
at>«p,  which  obliged  noe  lo  take  the  oar  in  his  room,  and 
row  against  this  heartrbreaking  stream.  Whilst  I  was  t^us 
employed,  one  of  our  men,  whose  name  was  John  Bosmanj 
though  hitl^rto  the  stoutest  man  among  us,  fell  from  hif 
scat  under  the  thwarts,  complaining  that  his  strength  was 
quite  exhausted  for  want  of  food,  and  that  he  should  die 
^%fy  shortly.  As  he  lay  in  this  condition,  he  would  every 
now  aud  then  break  out  in  the  most  pathetic  wishes  for 
•ome  little  sustenance,  that  two  or  three  monthfuls  might 
be  the  means  of  saving  his  life.  The  captain  at  this  time 
had  a  large  piece  of  boiled  seal  by  him,  and  was  the  on!/ 
one  that  was  provided  with  any  thing  like  a  meal;  but  we 
were  become  so  hardened  against  the  impressions  of  others 
sufferings  by  our  own,  so  familiarized  to  scenes  of  this  and 
every  other  kind  of  misery,  that  the  poor  man's  dyitig  en« 
treaties  were  vain.  1  S91  aext  to  him  when  he  dropped,  and 
having  a  few  dried  shell-Bsh  (about  five  or  six)  in  my  poc- 
ket, from  time  to  time  put  one  in  his  mouth,  which  served 
only  tu  prolong  his  pains ;  from  which,  however,  soon  after 
my  little  supply  failed,  he  was  released  by  death.  Tor  this, 
and  another  man  i  mentioned  a  little  before  to  have  expi- 
red under  the  like  circumstances,  when  we  returned  from 
this  unsuccessful  enterprize,  we  made  a  grave  in  the  sands. 
It  would  liave  redounded  greatly  to  the  tenderness  and 
humanity  of  Captain  Cheap,  if  at  this  time  he  had  remitted 
somewhat  of  thut  attention  he  shewed  to  self-preservation, 
which  is  hardly  allowable  but  where  the  consequence  of 
relieving  others  must  be  immediately  and  manifestly  fatal 
to  ourselves;  but  1  would  venture  to  affirm,  that  in  these 
lust  affecting  exigcncie->,  as  well  as  some  others,  a  sparing 
perhaps  adequate  to  the  emergency,  might  have  been  ad 
mitted  consistently  with  a  due  regard  to  his  own  necessi- 
ties. The  cuplain  had  better  opportunities  of  recruiting 
his  stuck  than  any  of  us ;  for  his  rank  was  considered  by 
the  Indian  as  u  reason  for  supplying  him  when  he  would 
not  find  a  bit  fur  us.  Upon  the  evening  of  the  day  in  w'lich 
these  disasters  happened,  the  captain  producing  a  large 
piece  of  boiled  seal,  suffered  no  one  to  partake  with  iiim 
but  the  surgeon,  who  was  the  only  man  in  favour  at  this 
time.  We  did  not  expect,  indeed,  any  relief  from  him  ia 
our  present  condition,  for  we  had  a  few  small  mussels  and 
herbs  to  eat ;  but  the  men  could  not  help  expressing  the 
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greatest  indignation  at  his  nrglect  of  ibe  deceased,  saying, 
tnat  he  den  ved  to  be  deserted  by  the  rest  for  his  savagQ 
behaviour. 

The  endeavouring  to  pass  up  this  river  waf  for  js,  who 
had  so  lung  struggled  with  hunger,  a  most  unseasonable 
attempt,  by  which  we  were  harassed  to  a  decree  that  threaU 
cned  to  be  fatal  to  more  of  us  ;  but  our  guide,  without  any 
respect  to  the  condition  our  hardships  had  reduced  us  to, 
was  very  solicitous  for  us  to  go  that  way,  which  possibly 
be  had  gone  before  in  light  canoes,  but  for  such  a  boat  aa 
ours  was  impracticable.  We  conceived,  therefore,  at  that 
time,  that  tnis  was  some  short  cut,  which  wai  to  brine  us 
forward  in  our  voyage;  but  we  had  reason  to  think  after- 
wards, that  the  greater  probability  there  was  of  his  getting 
the  barge,  which  was  the  wages  of  his  undertaking,  safe  to 
his  settlement  by  this,  rather  than  another  course,  was  his. 
iQotive  for  prererring  it  to  the  way  we  took  afterwards, 
where  there  was  a  carrying  place  of  considerable  length, 
over  which  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  have  carrie4 
our  boat. 

The  country  he  eabouts  wears  the  most  uncouth,  desoi 
late,  and  ruggcJ  aspect  imaginable ;  it  is  so  circumstanced 
as  to  discourage  the  most  sanguine  adventurers  from  at« 
tempts  to  settle  in  it :  Were  it  tor  no  other  reason  than  the 
consta>  t  heavy  rains,  or  rather  torrents,  which  pour  down 
here«  md  ^ne  vast  sea  and  surf  which  the  prevailing  wester- 
ly mMii  hi  pel  upon  this  coast,  it  must  be  rendered  inhos- 
}iitnbif'.  Ail  entrance  into  the  woods  is  not  only  extremely 
difiicuiu  S'Ut  hazardous,  not  from  any  assaults  you  are  like- 
ly to  meet  with  from  wild  beasts,  for  even  these  could  hard- 
ly find  convenient  harbour  here,  but  from  the  deep  swamp, 
which  is  the  reigning  soil  of  this  country,  and  in  which  the 
woods  may  be  said  rather  to  Hoat  than  grow  ;  so  that,  ex- 
cept upon  a  range  of  deformed  broken  rocks  which  form 
the  sea-coast,  the  traveller  cannot  find  sound  footing  any 
where.  With  this  unpromising  scene  before  us  we  were 
now  setting  out  in  searcli  of  food,  which  nothing  but  the 
most  pressing  instances  a't  hunger  could  induce  us  to  do  : 
We  had,  indeed,  the  young  Indian  servant  to  our  cacique 
for  our  conductor,  who  was  left  by  him  to  show  us  where 
the  shell-fish  was  most  plenty.  The  cacique  was  gone  with 
the  rest  of  his  family  in  the  canoe,  with  a  view  of  getting 
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gome  seal,  upon  a  trip  which  would  detain  him  from  us 
three  or  four  dayi. 

After  searching  the  coast  some  time  with  very  little  sac- 
cess,  wc  began  to  think  of  returning  to  the  barge ;  but  six 
of  the  men,  with  the  Indian,  havmg  advanced  some  few 

Races  before  the  officers,  got  into  the  boat  first,  which  they 
ad  no  sooner  done  than  they  put  off  and  left  us,  to  returii 
no  more.  And  now  all  the  diihculties  we  h  d  hitherto  en- 
dured seemed  light  in  comparison  of  what  we  expected  to 
sufier  from  this  treachery  of  our  men  "  with  the  boat, 
had  taken  away  every  thing  that  mii  »  means  of 

preserving  our  lives.    The  little  cloth  ed  from 

the  wreck,  our  muskets  and  ammunii  one,  ex- 

cept a  little  powder,  which  must  be  preb  .  .u  t  ^r  kindling 
fires,  and  one  gun  which  I  had,  and  was  now  become  use- 
less for  want  of  amrauniticm ;  and  all  these  wants  were  now 
come  upon  us  at  a  time  when  we  could  not  be  worse  situa- 
ted for  supplying  them.  Yet  under  these  dismal  and  for- 
lorn appearances  was  our  delivery  now  preparing  ;  and  from 
these  hopeless  circumstances  were  we  to  draw  hereafter  an 
instance  scarce  to  be  paralleled,  of  the  unsearchable  ways 
of  Providence. 

It  was  ut  that  time  little  suspected  by  us,  that  the  barge, 
in  which  we  founded  all  our  hopes  of  escaping  from  this 
savage  coast,  would  certainly  have  proved  the  fatal  cause 
of  detaining  us  till  we  were  consumed  by  the  labour  and 
hardships  requisite  to  row  her  round  the  capes  and  great 
headlands  ;  for  it  was  impossible  to  carry  her  by  land  as  we 
did  the  boats  of  the  Indians-  At  present,  no  condition 
could  be  worse  than  we  thought  ours  to  be  :  There  ran  at 
this  time  a  very  high  sea,  which  breaking  with  great  fury 
upon  this  coast,  made  it  very  improbable  that  sustenance 
in  any  proportion  to  our  wants  could  be  found  upon  it ;  yet 
unpromising  as  this  prospect  was,  and  though  little  succour 
conld  be  expected  from  this  quarter,  I  could  not  help,  as 
I  strolled  along  shore  from  the  rest,  casting  my  eyes  to> 
wards  the  sea.  Continuing  thus  to  look  out,  I  thought  I 
saw  something  now  and  then  upon  the  top  of  a  sea  that 
looked  black,  which,  upon  observing  still  more  intently,  I 
imagined  at  last  to  be  a  canoe ;  but  reflecting  afterwardii 
how  unusual  it  was  for  Inditms  to  venture  out  in  so  moun- 
tainous a  sea,  and  at  such  a  distance  from  the  land,  I  con- 
cluded myself  to  be  deceived.  However,  its  nearer  ap- 
proach 
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pioftch  convinced  me,  beyond  all  dqulit,  of  its  being  a  ca- 
noe ;  but  that  it  could  not  put  in  any  where  her«abouU> 
bnt  intended  for  some  other  part  of  the  coa^  I  ran  back 
as  fast  as  I  could  to  my  companions,  and  acquainted  then 
with  what  I  had  seen. 

The  despondency  they  were  in  would  not  allow  them  to 
give  credit  to  it  at  first ;  but  afterwards,  being  convinced 
thai  it  was  as  I  reported  it,  we  were  all  in  the  greatest  huiw 
vy  to  strip  off  some  of  our  rags  to  make  a  signal  witha), 
which  we  fixed  upon  a  long  pole.  This  had  the  desired  ef- 
fect :  The  people  in  the  canoe  seeing  the  signal,  made  to* 
wards  the  land  at  about  two  miles  distance  from  us,  for  no 
boat  could  approach  the  land  where  we  were.  There  they 
put  into  a  small  c*ve,  sheltered  by  a  large  ledge  of  roqkv 
without,  which  broke  tha  violence  of  the  sea.  Captain 
Cheap  and  I  walked  along  shore,  and  got  to  the  cove  about 
the  time  they  landed.  Here  we  found  the  persons  arrived 
in  this  canoe  to  be  our  Indian  guide  and  his  wife,  who  bad 
left  us  some  days  before.  He  would  have  asked  ws  many 
questions,  but  neither  Captain  Cheap  nor  I  understanding 
Spanish  at  that  time,  we  took  him  along  with  us  to  tb« 
surgeon,  whom  we  had  left  so  ill  that  he  could  hardly  raise 
bimself  from  the  ground. 

When  the  Indian  began  to  confer  with  the  surgeon,  tiie 
first  question  was.  What  was  become  of  the  barge  and  hie 
companions  i  and  as  he  could  giv^him  nn  satisfactory  an- 
swer to  this  question,  the  Indian  took  it  for  granted  that 
£manuel  was  murdered  by  us,  and  that  he  and  bis  family 
ran  the  same  risk ;  upon  which  he  was  preparing  to  pro- 
vide for  his  security,  by  leaving  us  directly.  The  surgeon 
seeing  this,  did  all  in  his  power  to  pacify  him,  and  convince 
him  of  the  unreasonableness  of  his  apprehensions,  wbicin 
be  at  length  found  means  to  do,  by  assuring  him  that  the 
Indian  would  come  to  no  harm,  but  that  he  would  soon  see 
him  return  safe ;  which  providentially,  and  beyond  our  ex« 
pectation,  happened  accordingly,  for  in  a  few  da^s  after, 
£manuel,  having  contrived  to  make  his  escape  from  the 
people  in  the  barge,  returned  by  ways  that  were  impassable 
ta  any  creature  but  an  Indian.  All  that  we  could  karn 
from  Emanuel  relative  to  his  escape  was,  that  he  took  the 
first  opportunity  of  leaving  them,  which  was  upon  their 
putting  into  a  bay  somewhere  to  the  westward. 

We  bad  but  one  gun  among  us,  and  that  was  a  small 
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fowling'pidce  of  mine ;  bo  ammuDitioD  but  a  few  charges 
of  powdef  i  had  abonfc  aie ;  and  as  the  Indian  was  very  de- 
sirous of  returning  to  the  place  where  he  bad  ieft  bis  wife 
and  canoe.  Captain  Cheap  desired  I  would  go  with  him  and 
watch  over  him  all  night,  to  prevent  his  getting  away.  Ac- 
cordingly I  set  out  with  him,  and  when  be  and  hia  family 
betook  themselves  to  rest  in  the  little  wigwam  they  bad 
made  for  that  purpose,  1  kept  my  station  as  centinel  over 
them  all  night. 

Tt&e  next  moi-niag  Captain  Cheap,  Mr  Hamilton,  and  the 
surgeon  joined  us;  the  latter,  by  illness,  being  reduced  to> 
the  most  feeble  condition,  was  supported  by  Mr  Hamilton  • 
and  Mr  Campbell.    After  holding  some  little  consultation- 
together,  as  to  the  best  manner  of  proceeding  in  our  jour^. 
niey,  it  was  agreed,  that  the  Indian  should  haul  his  canoe, 
with  pur  assistance,  over  land,  quite  across  the  island  we' 
were  then  upon,  and  put  her  into  a  bay  on  the  other  side, 
from  whence  he  was  to  go  in  quest  of  some  other  Indiana 
by  whom  he  expected  to  be  joined  ;  but  as  his  canoe  was 
too  small  to  carry  more  than  three  or  four  persons,  be  ' 
thought  it  advisable  to  take  only  Captain  Cheap  and  my- 
self with  him,  and  to  leave  his  wife  and  children  as  pledges 
with  our  companions  till  his  return. 

As  it  was  matter  of  uncertainty  whether  we  should  ever 
recover  the  barge  or  not,  which  was  stipulated,  on  our 
side,  to  become  the  property  of  the  cacique  upon  his  ful- 
filling his  engagements  with  us ;  the  inducements  we  now 
made  use  of  to  prevail  upon  him  to  proceed  with  us  in  our 
journey  were,  that  he  should  have  my  fowling-piece,  some 
little  matters  in  the  possession  of  Captain  Cheap,  and  that 
we  would  use  our  interest  to  procure  him  some  small  pecu- 
niary reward. 

We  were  now  to  set  off  in  the  canoe,  in  which  I  was  to 
assist  him  in  rowing.  Accordingly,  putting  from  this  island, 
we  rowed  hard  all  this  day  and  the  next,  without  any  thing 
to  cat  but  a  scrap  of  seal,  a  very  small  portion  of  which 
fell  to  my  share.  About  two  hours  after  the  close  of  ^he- 
day,  we  put  ashore,  where  we  discovered  six  or  seven  wig- 
wams. For  my  part,  my  strength  was  so  exhausted  with  fa* 
tigue  and  hunger,  that  it  would  have  been  impossi^^e  for 
me  to  have  held  out  another  day  at  this  toilsome  work. 
As  soon  as  we  landed,  the  Indian  conducted  Captain  Cheap 
with  b>m  into  a  wigwam,  but  I  was  left  to  shift  for  myself. 
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Thus  left,  I  was  for  some  time  at  a  loss  what  I  had  best 
do,  for  knowing  that  in  the  variety  of  dispositions  obser- 
vable among  the  Indians,  the  surly  and  savage  temper  is 
the  most  prevalent,  1  had  good  reason  to  conclude,  that  if 
I  obtruded  myself  upon  them,  my  reception  would  be  but 
indifferent.  Necessity,  however,  put  me  upon  the  risk ;  I 
accordingly  pushed  into  the  next  wigwam  upon  my  hands 
and  knees,  for  the  entrance  into  these  kind  of  buildings  is 
too  low  to  admit  of  any  other  manner  of  getting  into  them. 
To  give  a  short  description  of  these  temporary  nouses  call^ 
ed  wigwams,  may  not  be  improper  here,  for  the  satisfaction 
of  those  who  never  saw  any,  especially  as  they  differ  softie- 
what  from  those  of  North  America,  which  are  more  gene* ' 
rally  known  from  the  numerous  accounts  of  that  country. 

When  the  Indians  of  this  part  of  the  world  have  occasion 
to  stop  any  where  in  their  rambles^  if  it  be  only  for  a  night 
or  two,  the  men,  who  take  this  business  upon  them,  while 
the  women  are  employed  in  much  more  laborious  offices^ 
such  as  divine  in  the  sea  for  sea-eggs,  and  searching  the 
rocks  for  shell-fish,  getting  fuel^  &c.,  repair  to  the  woods, 
and  cutting  a  sufficient  number  of  tall,  strait  branches,  fix 
them  in  an  irregular  kind  of  circle  of  uncertain  dimensions ; 
which  having  done,  they  bend  the  extremities  of  these 
branches  so  as  to  meet  in  a  centre  at  top,  where  they  bind 
them  by  a  kind  of  woodbine  called  supple-jack,  which  they 
split  by  holding  it  in  their  teeth.  This  frame,  or  skeleton 
of  a  hut,  is  made  tight  against  the  weather  with  a  covering 
of  boughs  and  bark ;  but  as  the  bark  is  not  got  without 
some  trouble,  they  generally  take  it  with  them  when  they 
remove,  putting  it  at  the  bottom  of  their  canoes :  The  res2 
of  the  wigwam  they  leave  standing.  The  fire  is  made  in 
the  middle  of  the  wigwam,  round  which  they  sit  upon 
boughs ;  and  as  there  is  no  vent  for  the  smoke  besides  the 
door-way,  which  is  very  low,  except  through  sotn.e  crevices 
which  cannot  easily  be  stopped,  they  are  not  a  little  in- 
commoded on  that  account,  and  the  eyes  of  some  of  them 
are  much  affected  by  it. 

But  to  return.  In  this  wigwam,  into  which  I  took  the  li- 
berty to  introduce  myself,  I  found  only  two  women,  who, 
upon  first  seeing  a  figure  they  were  not  accustomed  to,  and 
such  a  figure  too  as  I  then  made,  were  struck  with  astonish- 
ment They  were  sitting  by  a  fire,  to  which  I  approached 
without  any  apology.  However  inclined  I  might  nave  been 
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to  Make  one,  my  ignorance  of  their  language  made  it  im- 
possible to  attempt  it.  One  of  these  women  appeared  to 
be  voung,  and  very  handsome  for  an  Indian ;  the  other  old, 
and  as  frightful  as  it  is  possible  to  conceive  any  thin^  in 
human  shape  to  be.  Having  stared  at  me  some  little  time, 
thtiy  both  went  out;,  and  I,  without  farther  ceremony,  sat 
me  down  by  the  (ire  to  warm  myself  and  dry  the  rags  1  wore. 
Yet  I  cannot  say  my  situation  was  very  easy,  as  I  expected 
every  instant  to  see  two  or  three  men  come  in  and  thrust 
me  out,  if  they  did  not  deal  with  me  in  a  rougher  manner. 

Soon  after,  the  two  women  came  in  again,  having,  as  I 
supposed,  conferred  with  the  Indian  our  conductor;  and, 
appearing  to  be  in  great  good  humour,  began  to  chatter 
and  laugh  immoderately.  Perceiving  the  wet  and  cold  con- 
dition I  was  in,  they  seemed  to  have  compassion  on  me, 
and  the  old  woman  went  out  and  brought  some  wood,  with 
which  she  made  a  good  fire;  but  my  hunger  being  impa- 
tient, I  could  not  U)rbear  expressing  my  desire  that  they 
would  extend  their  hospitality  a  little  farther,  and  bring  me 
something  so  ^at.  They  soon  comprehended  my  meaning, 
and  the  younger  beginning  to  rummage  under  some  pieces 
of  bark  that  lay  in  the  corner  of  the  wigwam,  produced  a 
fine  large  fish ;  this  they  presently  put  upon  the  fire  to  broil, 
and  when  it  was  just  warm  through,  they  made  a  sign  for 
me  to  eat.  They  had  no  need  to  repeat  tiie  invitation ;  I 
fell  to,  and  dispatched  it  in  so  short  a  Lime,  that  I  was  in 
hopes  they  would  comprehend,  without  further  tokens,  that 
I  was  ready  for  another;  but  it  was  of  no  consequence,  foe 
their  stock  of  eatables  was  entirely  exhausted. 

Afier  sitting  some  time  in  conference  togeth<>r,  in  which 
conversation  I  could  bear  no  p^rt,  the  women  made  some 
signs  to  me  to  lay  down  and  go  to  sleep,  first  having  strew- 
ed some  dry  boughs  upon  the  ground.  I  laid  myself  down, 
and  soon  fell  fast  asleep ;  and  about  three  or  four  hours  afr 
ter  awaking,  I  found  myself  covered  with  a  bit  of  blanket, 
made  of  the  down  of  birds,  which  the  women  usually  wear 
about  their  waist.  The  young  woman,  who  had  carefully 
covered  me,  whilst  sleeping,  with  her  own  blanket,  was  ly- 
ing close  by  me ;  the  old  woman  lay  on  the  other  side  of 
her.  The  tire  was  low  and  almost  burnt  out;  but  as  soon 
as  they  found  me  awake  they  renewed  it,  by  putting  on 
more  fuel.  What  I  had  hitherto  eat  served  only  to  sharpen 
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jaay  i|)petite  \  I  could  not  help,  tberefore,  M^g  earnest  with 
thein  to  get  ate  Mtme  more  victaals.  H«Ting  understomi 
my  necesMtie^  tbey  talked  together  eomc  little  time;  after 
which  getting  up,  they  both  went  out,  takiDg  with  them  a 
couple  of  dog«,  which  they  train  to  auiA  ttMin  in  £Bhii»g. 
After  an  hour's  absence  they  came  in  trembling  with  cold, 
and  their  hair  streaming  with  water,  and  brought  two  fish, 
which  having  broiled,  they  gave  me  the  largest  sharc^  and 
ib«n  we  all  lay  down  at  before  to  rest. 

In  the  morning,  my  curiosity  Jed  me  to  visit  the  neigh- 
bouring wigwamsif  in  which  were  only  one  or  two  men,  the 
rest  of  the  inhabitanis  were  all  women  and  children.  I  then 
proceeded  to  enquire  after  Captain  Cheap  and  our  Indian 
guide,  whom  I  found  in  the  wigwam  they  atiirstoccuijied.: 
The  authority  of  the  cacique  bad  procured  the  captam  no 
despicable  entertainment.  We  could  not  learn  what  busi- 
ness tlie  men,  whose  wives  and  children  were  here  left  be- 
Ikind,  were  gone  out  upon  ;  but  as  they  seldom  or  never  go 
«poa  fishing  ptu'ties  (for  they  have  no  hunting  here)  with- 
out their  wives,  who  take  the  most  laborious  part  of  this 
pursuit  upon  themselves,  it  is  probable  they  were  gone  upon 
some  warlike  expedition,  in  which  they  use  bows  and  ar> 
rows  sometimes,  but  always  the  lance.  This  weapon  they 
throw  with  gxeat  dexterity  and  force,  and  never  stir  abroad 
without  it. 

About  this  time  their  return  was  looked  for,  a  hearing  by 
no  means  pleasant  to  me;  I  was  therefore  determined  to 
enjoy  aiyself  as  long  as  they  were  absent,  and  make  the 
most  of  the  good  fare  [  was  possessed  of,  to  the  pleasure  oi 
which  •(thought  a  little  cleanliness  might  in  some  measure 
contribute;  I  therefore  went  to  a  brook,  and  taking oif  my 
shirt,  which  might  be  said  to  be  alive  with  vermin,  set  my? 
self  about  to  wash  it ;  which  having  done  as  well  as  I  could, 
and  hung  on  a  bush  to  dry,  I  heard  a  bustle  about  the  wig- 
wams, and  soon  perceived  that  the  women  were  preparing 
to  depart,  having  stripped  their  wigwams  of  their  bark  co- 
vering, and  carried  it  into  their  canoes.  Putting  on,  there- 
fore, my  shirt  just  as  it  was,  I  hastened  to  join  them,  ha- 
ving a  great  desireof  being  present  at  one  of  their  filing 
parties.         ■  i.u  *  '  -A.vii-T     :\vl 

It  was  my  lot  to  be  put  into  the  canoe  witli  my  two  pa« 
jlronesses  and^ome  others  who  assisted  in  rowing.;  we  weic 
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in  aH  four  canoes.  After  rawing  Minie  A±%  tbey  gakici 
sach  an  offing  as  they  reqaired,  where  fhe  water  hiSf  was 
about  eight  or  ten  fathoms  deep^  and  there  lay  «poa  their 
oars.  And  now  the  jroangest  of  the  two  women,  taking  • 
basket  in  her  bmuUi,  jumped  overboard,  «nd  diving  to  the 
bottom^  continaed  under  water  an  amaoing  time)  when  she 
had  filled  the  basket  with  sea-eegs,  she  came  up  to  the  boa'> 
side,  and  delivering  it  so  filied  to  the  other  women  in  the 
boat,  they  took  out  the  contents  and  reSamed  it  to  heiv 
The  diver  then,  after  having  taken  a  short  time  to  breathe* 
went  down  and  op  again  with  ^e  same  success,  and  so  se* 
veral  times  for  the  space  of  half  an  hour.  It  seems  as  if 
Providence  had  endued  this  people  with  a  kind  of  amphi^ 
bioiia  nature,  as  the  sea  is  the  only  source  kota  wbencc  al* 
snost  all  thetr^subsistenoe  is  derived.  This  clement  too,  be- 
ing'here  very  boisterous,  and  falling  with  a  most  heavy  surf 
upon  a  rugged  coast,  very  little,  except  some  seal,  is  to  be 
got  any  where  but  in  the  (}oiet  bosom  of  the  deep.  What 
occasions  this  refiection,  is  the  early  propensity  I  had  so 
/requenlly  observed  in  the  children  of  Uiese  savages  to  thin 
occupation,  who,  even  at  the  age  of  three  years,  might  be 
seen  crawling  upon  their  hands  and  kneesamong  the  rocks 
Stnd  bredcers,  from  which  they  would  tumble  themselves 
into  the  sea  without  regard  to  the  cold,  which  is  here  often 
intense,  and  shewing  no  fear  of  the  noise  and  roaring  of  the 
surf. 

This  sea-egff  is  a  sbell-iish,  from  which  several  prickles 
|}rQ|ect  in  all  directions,  by  means  whereof  it  removes  itself 
irom  place  to  place.  In  it  are  found  four  or  five  yolks,  re- 
aemlling  the  inner  divisions  of  an  orange,  which  are  of  a 
very  nutritive  quality  and  excellent  flavour. 

The  water  was  at  this  time  extremely  cold,  and  when  the 
divers  got  into  the  boats,  they  seemed  greatly  benumbed  ; 
land  it  is  usual  with  theun  after  this  exercise,  if  they  are 
near  enough  their  wigwams,  to  run  to  the  fire,  to  which 
presenting  one  side,  they  rab  and  chafe  it  for  some  time  ; 
then  turning  the  other,  use  it  in  the  same  manner  tifl  the 
circulation  of  the  blood  is  restored.  This  practice,  if  it  has 
no  worse  effect,  must  occasion  their  being  more  susceptible 
of  the  impressions  of  cold  than  if  they  waited  the  grndual 
advances  of  their  natnral  warmth  in  the  open  air.  I  leave 
it  to  the  decision  of  the  geptlebien  of  the  faculty,  whether 
this  too  hasty  approach  to  the  fire  may  not  subject  them 
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to  a  disorder  I  have  obierred  among  them^  called  the  ele^ 
phantiasU,  or  iwelliag  of  the  legs.* 

The  divers  having  returned  to  their  boats,  we  continued 
to  row  till  towards  evening,  when  we  landed  upon  a  low 
point  As  soon  as  the  canoes  were  hauled  up,  they  employ- 
ed themselves  in  erecting  their  wigwams*  which  they  dis^ 
patch  with  great  addtess  and  quickness.  I  still  enjoyed 
the  protection  of  my  two  sood  Indian  women,  who  made 
me  their  guest  here  as  before ;  they  first  regaled  me  with 
•ea-eggs,  and  then  went  out  upon  another  kind  of  fishery 
by  ^e  means  of  dogs  and  nets.  These  dogs  are  a  cur<like 
lookmg  animpi^  but  very  sagacious,  and  easily  trained  to 
this  business,  rhough  in  appearance  an  uncomfortable  sort 
of  sport,  yet  they  engage  in  it  readily,  seem  to  enjo^  it 
much,  and  express  their  eagerness  by  barkinff  every  time 
they  raise  their  heads  above  the  water  to  breathe.  1  he  net 
is  held  by  two  Indians,  who  get  into  the  water;  then  the 
dogs,  taking  a  large  compass,  dive  after  the  fish,  and  drive 
^em  into  the  net ;  but  it  is  only  in  particular  places  that 
the  fish  are  taken  in  this  manner.  At  the  close  of  the  even- 
ing, the  women  brought  in  two  fish,  which  served  us  for 
■upper,  and  then  we  reposed  ourselves  as  before.  Here  we 
remained  all  the  next  day,  ai'd  the  morning  after  embarked 
again,  and  rowed  till  noon ;  then  landing,  we  descried  the 
canoes  of  the  Indian  men,  who  had  been  some  time  expect- 
ed from  an  expedition  they  had  been  upon.  This  was  soon 
to  make  a  great  alteration  in  the  situation  of  my  afi^airs,  a 
presage  of  which  I  could  read  in  the  melancholy  counte- 
nance of  my  young  hostess.  She  endeavoured  to  express 
herself  in  very  earnest  terms  to  me,  but  1  had  not  yet  acqui- 
red a  competent  knowledge  of  the  Indian  language  to  un- 
derstand her. 

As  soon  as  the  men  were  lapded,  she  and  the  old  Indian 

woman 

'  There  are  two  very  different  disorders  incident  to  the  human  body, 
which  bear  the  same  name,  derived  from  •ome  resemblance  they  hold  with 
difierent  parts  of  theanimgl  so  well  known  in  the  countries  to  which  these 
disofders  are  peculiar.  That  which  was  iirst  so  named  is  the  leprosy,  which 
brings  a  scun  on  the  skin  pot  unlike  the  hide  of  an  elephant.  The  other 
affiKts  the  patient  with  such  enormous  swelling  of  the  legs  and  feet,  that 
thev  give  the  idea  of  those  shapeless  pillars  whicli  support  that  creature ; 
and  therefore  this  disease  has  also  been  called  elephantiasis  by  the  Ara- , 
bian  physicians ;  who,  together  with  thu  Malabrians,  among  whom  it  is 
endemial,  attribute  it  to  the  drinking  bad  waters,  and  the  too  sudden  trail* 
■itions  from  heat  to  cold. 
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woman  went  up,  not  without  lome  marki  of  dread  upon 
them,  to  an  elderly  Indian  man,  whose  remarkably  surly 
and  stern  countenance  was  well  calculated  to  raise  such  sen- 
sations in  his  dependants.  He  seemed  to  be  a  cacique  or 
chief  man  among  them,  by  the  airs  of  importance  he  assu- 
med to  himself,  and  the  deference  paid  him  by  the  rest. 
After  some  little  conference  passed  between  these  Indians 
and  our  cacique  conductor,  of  which,  most  probably,  the 
circumstances  of  our  history  and  the  occasion  of  our  coming 
here  might  be  the  chief  subject,  for  they  fixed  their  eyes 
constanUy  upon  us,  they  applied  themselves  to  building 
their  wigwams. 

I  now  understood  that  the  two  Indian  women  with  whom 
I  had  sojourned  were  wives  to  this  chieftain,  though  one 
W.a8  young  enough  to  be  his  daughter ;  and  as  far  as  I  could 
learn,  did  really  stand  in  the  different  relations  to  him  both 
of  daughter  and  wife.  It  was  easy  to  be  perceived  that  all 
did  not  go  well  between  them  at  this  time,  either  that  he 
was  not  satisfied  with  the  answers  that  they  returned  him 
to  his  questions,  or  that  he  suspected  some  misconduct  on 
their  side ;  for  presently  after  breaking  out  into  savage  fury, 
he  took  the  young  one  up  in  his  arms,  and  threw  her  with 
violence  against  tlie  stones  ;  but  his  brutal  resentment  did 
not  stop  here,  he  beat  her  afterwards  in  a  cruel  manner.  I 
could  not  see  this  treatment  of  my  benefactress  without  the 
highest  concern  for  her,  and  rage  against  the  author  of  it; 
especially  as  the  natural  jealousy  of  these  people  gave  oc- 
casion to  think  that  it  was  on  my  account  she  suffered.  I 
could  hardly  suppress  the  first  emotions  of  my  resentment, 
which  prompted  me  to  return  him  his  barbarity  in  his  own 
kind  ;  but  besides  that  this  might  have  drawn  upon  her  fresh 
marks  of  his  severity,  it  was  neither  politic,  nor  indeed  in 
mj  power>  to  have  done  it  to  any  good  purpose  at  this  time. 
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The  Caciqw?$  Conduct  changa. — Dneription  o^  the  Indian 
Mode  of  Bird'fmKng.— Their  Religion.— Mr  Eiliot,  our 
Surgeon f  dies. — Tramactiom  on  our  Joumey^-^Miterahlc 
Situation  to  which  ore  are  reduced, 

O  VR  caciaue  now  made  u«  unden  land  that  we  mmt  embark 
directly  in  tne  same  canoe  which  brought  us,  and  return  to 
our  companions;  and  that  the  Indians  we  were  about  to 
leave  would  join  us  in  a  few  days,  when  we  should  all  set 
out  in  a  bodjr,  in  order  to  proceed  to  the  northward.  In 
our  wav  bacit  nothing  very  material  happened ;  but  upon 
our  arrival,  which  was  the  next  day,  we  found  Mr  Elliot,  the 
■ur^eon,  in  a  very  bad  way ;  his  illness  had  been  oontinuaU 
ly  increasing  since  we  left  him.  Mr  Hamilton  and  Mr 
Campbell  we^e  almost  starved,  having  fiared  very  ill  since 
we  left  them  <  few  sea-eggs  were  all  the  subsistence  the? 
had  lived  upou,  iind  these  procured  by  the  cacique's  wire 
in  the  manner  I  mentioned  before.  This  woman  wa»  the 
Tery  reverse  of  my  hostess ;  and  as  she  found  her  husband 
was  of  so  much  consequence  to  us,  took  upon  her  with  much 
iiaughtiness,  and  treated  us  as  dependants  and  slaves.  He 
was  not  more  engaging  in  his  carriage  towards  us ;  he  would 

give  no  part  of  what  he  had  to  spare  to  any  but  Captain 
!heap,  whom  his  interest  led  him  to  prefer  to  the  rest, 
though  our  wants  were  often  greater.  The  captain>  on  his 
part,  contributed  to  keep  us  in  this  abject  situation,  by  ap- 
nroving  this  distinction  the  cacique  shewed  to  him.  Had 
lie  treated  us  withaot  quite  so  much  distance,  the  cacique 
might  have  been  more  regardful  of  our  wants.  The  little 
regard  and  attention  which  our  necessitous  condition  drew 
from  Captain  Cheap,  may  be  imputed  likewise,  in  some 
measure,  to  the  effects  of  a  mind  soured  by  a  series  of  crosses 
and  disappointments ;  which,  indeed,  had  operated  on  us 
all  to  a  great  neglect  of  each  other,  and  sometimes  of  our- 
selves. 

We  were  not  suffered  to  be  in  the  same  wigwam  with  the 
cacique  and  his  wife,  which,  if  we  had  had  any  countenance 
from  Captam  Cheap,  would  not  have  been  refused.   What 

we 


u 


Bynm*t  Narrativt* 


371 


.n 


jith  the 

tenance 

What 

we 


we  had  made  ifbr  onnelves  was  ia  luch  a  bnngling  nanner, 
that  it  scarce  deaerved  tlie  name  even  of  thii  wretched  sort 
of  habitation.  But  our  untoward  circumttancei  now  found 
tome  relief  in  the  arrival  of  the  Indiani  we  waited  for,  who 
brought  with  them  lomc  seal,  a  small  portion  of  which  fell 
to  our  share.  A  night  or  two  after,  they  sent  out  some  of 
their  jonng  mefi,  who  procured  us  a  quantity  of  a  very  de- 
licate kind  of  birds,  palieiil  s)iagt  juict  cormorants.  Their 
manner  of  taking  these  birds  retentfbles  something  a  spork 
called  bat-fowling.  T^ey  A>td  Q\i);  M]u|if  haunts  among  the 
rocks  and  ell  ft  in  the  lifMi,  virheni  Micing  with  them  torchea 
made  of  the  bark  ot'tiiebirch  tree,  which  is  common  here> 
and  grows  to  a  very  large  size,  (this  bark  has  a  very  unctu- 
ous quality,  and  emits  a  bright  and  clear  light,  and  in  the 
nortliem  parts  of  America  is  used  frequently  instead  of  a 
candle)  they  bring  the  boat's  side  as  near  as  possible  to  the 
rocks,  under  the  roosting-places  of  these  birds,  then  wavine 
their  lights  backwards  and  forwards,  the  birds  are  dauled 
and  confounded  so  at  to  fall  into  the  canoe,  where  they  are 
instantly  knocked  on  the  hiead  with  a  short  stick  the  Indiana 
take  with  them  for  that  purpose. 

Seal  are  taken  in  some  less-frequented  parts  of  these 
coasts  with  great  ease ;  but  when  their  haunts  have  been 
two  or  three  times  disturbed,  they  soon  learn  to  provide 
for  their  safety,  by  repairing  to  the  water  upon  tne  first 
alarm.  This  is  the  case  with  them  hereabouts ;  but  at 
they  frequently  raise  their  heads  above  water,  either  to 
breathe  or  look  about  them,  I  have  seen  an  Indian  at  this 
interval  throw  his  lance  with  such  dexterity,  as  to  strike  the 
animal  through  <4both  its  eyes  at  a  ^reat  distance ;  and  it  is 
very  seldom  Uiat  they  miss  their  aim. 

As  we  were  wholly  unacquainted  with  these  methods  of 
providing  food  for  ourselves,  and  were  without  arms  and 
ammunition,  we  were  drove  to  the  utmost  stn^itu;  and  found 
ourselves  rather  in  worse  condition  than  wc  had  been  at 
any  time  before;  for  the  Indians,  having  now  nothme  to 
flear  from  us,  we  fonnd  we  had  nothing  tp  expect  from 
them  upon  any  0|ther  motive.  Accordingly,  if  they  ever 
did  relieve  us,  it  Was  through  caprice ;  for  at  most  times, 
they  would  shew  themselves  unconcerned  at  our  greatest 
distresses.  But  the  good  Indian  womeU}  whose  friendship 
t  had  experienced  before,  continued,  from  time  to  time, 
thfir  good  offices  to  me.  Though  I  was  not  suffered  to  en- 
ter 
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ter  their  wigwami,  they  would  find  opportunitiei  of  throw* 
ing  in  my  way  rach  lonipi  m  they  could  secrete  from  their 
hotbandi*  The  obligation  I  wai  uuder  to  them  on  thit  ao- 
oonnt  it  great,  at  the  huBord  they  ran  in  conferring  theaa 
laTourt  was  little  lett  than  death.  The  men,  unrettrained 
by  any  lawt  or  tiet  of  conicience  in  the  management  of 
their  own  familiet,  exercise  a  mott  detpotic  anthority  over 
their  wivct,  whom  they  consider  in  the  Mme  view  they  do 
any  other  part  of  their  property,  and  ditpote  of  them  ac- 
cordingly:  Evea  their  common  treatment  of  them  is  cruel  ( 
lor  thoagh  the  toil  and  hazard  of  procuring  food  liet  entire- 
ly upon  the  women,  yet  they  are  not  tuffered  to  touch  any 
part  of  it  till  the  husband  is  satisfied,  and  then  he  assigns 
them  their  portion,  which  Is  generally  very  scantv,  and 
•nch  as  he  has  not  a  stomach  for  himself.    This  arbitrary 

{iroceeding,  with  respect  to  their  own  families,  is  not  pecn« 
iar  to  this  people  only.  I  have  had  occasion  to  observe  it 
in  more  instances  than  this  I  have  mentioned,  among  many 
other  nations  of  savages  I  have  since  seen. 
•  These  Indians  are  of  a  middling  stature,  well  set,  and 
very  active,  and  make  their  way  among  the  rocks  with  an 
amazing  agility.  Their  feet,  by  this  kind  of  exercise,  con- 
tract a  callosity  which  renders  the  use  of  shoes  quite  unne- 
cessary to  them.  But  before  I  conclude  the  few  observa- 
tions I  have  to  make  on  a  people  so  confined  in  all  their  no- 
tions and  practice,  it  may  be  expected  I  should  say  some- 
thinff  of  tneir  religion;  but  as  their  gross  ignorance  is  in 
nothmg  more  conspicuous,  and  as  we  found  it  advisable  to 
keep  out  of  their  way  when  the  fits  of  devotion  came  upon 
tiiem,  which  is  rather  frantic  than  religious,  the  reader  can 
expect  very  little  satisfaction  on  this  head.  Accident  has 
gomelimes  made  me  unavoidably  a  spectator  of  scenes  E 
should  have  chosen  to  have  withdrawn  myself  from  ;  and 
•o  far  I  am  instructed.  As  there  are  no  fixed  seasons  for 
their  religious  exercises,  the  younger  people  wait  till  the 
elders  find  themselves  devoutly  disposed,  who  be^in  the 
ceremony  by  sevend  deep  and  dismal  groaqs,  which  rise 
gradually  to  a  hideous  kind  of  singing,  from  which  they 
proceed  to  enthusiasm,  and  work  themselves  into  a  disposi- 
tion that  borders  on  madness ;  for,  suddenly  jumping  up, 
they  snatch  fire-brands  from  the  fire,  put  them  in  their 
mouths,  and  run  about  burning  every  body  they  come  near ; 
at  other  times  it  is  a  custom  with  them  to  wound  one  ano- 
ther 
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ther  with  iharp  maiMUthclli  till  the?  are  bnmeared  with 
blood.  Thete  orgies  continue  till  tnote  who  preside  in 
them  foam  at  the  month,  grow  fnint,  are  exhauited  with 
fatigue,  and  dissolve  in  a  profusion  of  sweat.  When  th« 
men  drop  their  part  in  this  frensy,  the  women  take  it  up, 
acting  over  again  much  the  same  kind  df  wild  scene,  ex- 
cept that  they  rather  outdo  the  men  In  shrieks  and  noise. 
Onr  cacique,  who  had  been  reclaimed  from  these  abomi- 
nations by  the  Spaniards,  and  just  knew  the  exterior  form 
of  crossing  himself,  pretended  to  be  much  offended  at  these 
profane  ceremonies,  and  that  he  would  have  died  sooner 
than  have  partaken  of  them.  Among  other  axprcMions  of 
his  disapprobation,  he  declared,  that  whilst  the  savages  so- 
lemniied  these  horrid  rites,  he  never  failed  to  hear  strange 
and  uncommon  noises  in  the  woods,  and  to  see  frightful  vi- 
sions, and  aMured  us  thot  tbe  devil  was  the  chief  actor 
among  them  upon  these  occasions. 

It  might  be  about  the  middle  of  March  that  we  embark- 
ed with  these  Indians.  They  separated  our  little  company 
entirely,  not  putting  any  two  of  us  together  in  the  samec*- 
noe.  The  oar  was  my  lot,  as  usual,  as  also  Mr  Campbell's ; 
Mr  Hamilton  could  not  row,  and  Captain  Cheap  was  out 
of  the  question  ;  our  surgeon  was  more  dead  than  alive  at 
the  time,  and  la;^  at  the  bottom  of  the  canoe  he  was  in. 
The  weather  commg  on  too  bad  for  their  canoes  to  keep 
the  sea,  we  landed  again,  without  making  any  great  pro- 
ffress  that  day.  Here  Mr  Elliot,  our  surgeon,  died.  At  our 
first  setting  out,  he  promised  the  fairest  for  holding  out, 
being  a  very  strong;  active  young  man :  He  had  gone 
through  an  infinite  deal  ol'  fatigue,  as  Mr  Hamillon  and  he 
were  the  best  shots  amongst  us,  and  whilst  our  ammunition 
lasted  never  spared  themselves,  and  in  a  great  measure 

Erovided  for  the  rest ;  but  he  died  the  death  many  others 
ad  done  before  him,  being  quite  starved.  We  scraped  a 
hole  for  him  in  the  sand,  and  buried  him  in  the  best  man- 
ner we  could. 

Here  I  must  relate  a  little  anecdote  of  our  Christian  ca- 
cique. He  and  his  wife  had  gone  off  at  some  distance  from 
tibe  shore  in  their  canoe,  when  she  dived  for  sea-eggs }  but 
not  meeting  with  great  success,  they  returned  a  good  deal 
out  of  humour.  A  little  boy  of  theirs,  about  three  years  old, 
whom  they  appeared  to  be  doatingly  fond  of,  watching  for 
his  father  and  moUiei'i  retam,  ran  into  the  surf  to  meet 
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them:  The  father  handed  a  basket  of  sea-eggs  to  the 
child,  which  being  too  heavy  for  him  to  carry,  he  let  it 
fall;  upon  which  the  father  jumped  out  of  the  canoe,  and 
catching  the  boy  up  in  his  arms,  dashed  him  witl^i  the  ut- 
most TiMencc  against  the  stones.  The  poor  little  creature 
lay  motionless  and  bleeding  and  in  that  condition  was  ta- 
ken up  by  the  mother,  but  died  soon  after.  She  appeared 
inconsolable  for  some  time,  but  the  brute  his  fatl^r  snewed 
little  concern  abeot  it.  jY/u        . :  j  ;].>iv 

A  day  or  two  after  we  put  to  sea  again,  and  crossed  the 
great  bav  I  mentioned  we  had  been  to  the  bottom  of,  when 
we  first  hauled  away  to  the  westward.  The  land  here  was 
very  low  and  sandy,  with  something  like  the  mouth  of  a 
river,  which  discharged  itself  into  ^e  sea,  and  which  had 
been  taken  no  notice  of  by  us  before,  as  it  was  so  shallow 
Aatlhe  IndittM  were  obliged  to  take  every  thing  out  of 
theie»«««aoe8,  mid  carry  it  over  the  neck  of  land,  and  then 
haul>jd»c  boats  «nrer  iatb  a  river  which  at  this  part  of  it  was 
very  broad,  more  resembling  a  lake  than  a  river.  We  rowed 
up  ib&ir  four  or  five  leagues,  and  then  took  into  a  branch 
or  it,i!tfa«ttfm  first  to  the  eastward,  and  then  to  the  north- 
ward^, Heiie  it  becanlie  mi)ch  narrower,  and  the  stream 
excessively  irapid,  so  that  we  made  but  little  way,  though 
we  wtNrked  very  haird.  At  night  we  landed  upon  its  banks, 
and  had  a  most,  uacomfortaoie  lodging,  it  being  a  perfect 
swamp  t  and  we  had  nothing  to  cover  us,  though  it  rained 
very  hfurd.  The  Indians  were  little  bel^r  off  than  we,  as 
there  was  no  wood  here  to  make  their  wigwi^i^s;  so  that  all 
they  could  do  was  to  prop  up  the  bark  they  carry  in  the 
bottom  of  theif  canoes  with  their  oars^  and  shelter  them- 
selves as  well  as  they  could  to  leeward  of  il;.  They, 
knowing  the  difficulties  that  were  to  be. encountered  here, 
had  provided  themselves  with  some  seal;  but  we  had  not 
the  least  morsel  to  eat,  after  the  heavy  fatigues  of  the  day, 
excepting  a  sort  of  root  we  saw  some  of  the  Indians  make 
use  of,  which  was  very  disagreeable  to  the  taste.  We  la* 
boured  all  the  next  day  against  the  stream,  and  fared  as  we 
bad  done  the  day  before.  The  next  day  brought  us  to  the 
carrying-place.  Here  was  plenty  of  wood,  but  nothing  to 
be  got  tor  sustenance. 

The  first  thing  the  Indians  did  was  to  take  every  thing 
out  of  their  canoes,  and  after  hauline  them  ashore,  they 
miade  their  wigwama.    We  passed  this  night,,  as  generally 
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we  had  done,  under  a  tree ;  but  what  we  suffered  at  this 
time  ii  not  easily  to  be  expressed.  I  had  been  three  days 
at  the  oar  without  anv  kind  of  nottrishment  but  the  Wretch- 
ed root  I  mentioned  before.  I  had  no  shirt,  as  mine  was 
xotted  off  by  bits,  and  we  were  devoured  by  vermin.  All  my 
clothes  consisted  of  an  old  short  grieko,  which  is  some- 
thing like  a  bearskin  with  a  piece  of  a  waistcoat  under  it, 
whicn  once  had  been  of  red  cloth,  both  which  I  had  on 
when  I  was  cast  away;  I  had  a  ragged  pair  of  trowsers, 
^without  either  shoe  or  stocking. 

The  first  thing  the  Indians  did  in  the  morning  was  to 
take  their  canoes  to  pieces ;  and  here,  for  the  information 
of  the  reader,  it  will  oe  necessary  to  describe  the  structure 
of  these  boats,  which  are  extremely  well  calculated  for  the 
use  of  these  Indians,  as  they  are  frequently  obliged  to  carry 
them  over  land  a  long  way  together,  through  thick  woods^ 
to  avoid  doubling  capes  and  head-lands,  in  tc&s  where  no 
open  boats  could  live.  They  generally  consist  ok'  five  pieces 
or  planks,  one  for  the  bottom,  and  two  for  each  side ;  and 
as  these  people  have  no  iron  tools,  the  labour  must  be  great 
in  hacking  a  single  plank  out  of  a  large  tree  with  siiells 
and  flints,  though  with  the  help  of  fire.  Along  the  edges 
of  the  plank,  they  make  small  holes,  at  about  an  inch  from 
one  to  the  other,  and  sew  them  together  with  the  supple- 
jack or  woodbine ;  but  as  these  holes  are  not  filled  up  by 
the  substance  of  the  woodbine,  their  boats  would  be  imme- 
diately full  of  water  if  they  had  not  a  method  of  prevent- 
ing it.  They  do  this  very  effectually  by  the  bark  of  a  tree* 
which  they  first  steep  in  water  for  some  time,  and  then 
beat  it  between  two  stones  till  it  answers  the  use  of  oakum, 
and  then  chinse  each  hole  so  well,  that  they  dd  not  admit 
of  the  least  water  coming  through,  and  are  easily  taken 
asunder  and  put  together  again.  When  they  have  occasion 
to  go  over  land,  as  at  this  time,  each  man  or  woman  carries 
a  plank,  whereas  it  would  be  impossible  for  them  to  drag  a 
heavy  boat  entire. 

Every  body  had  something  to  carry  except  CaptainCheap, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  be  assisted,  or  never  would  have  got 
over  this  march ;  for  a  worse  than  this  I  believe  never  was 
made.  He,  with  the  others,  set  out  some  time  before  me. 
I  waited  for  two  Indians  who  belonged  to  the  canoe  I  came 
in,  and  who  remained  to  carry  over  the  last  of  the  things 


from  the  side  we  were  on. 


I  had  a  piece  of  wet  heavy 
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canvas  which  belonged  to  Captain  Cheap,  with  a  bit  of 
•tinking.  seal  wrapped  in  it,  (which  had  been  given  him 
that  morning  by  some  of  the  Indians)  to  carry  upon  my 
head,  which  was  a  sufficient  weight  for  a  strong  man  in 
health  through  such  roods,  and  a  grievous  burlhen  to  one 
in  my  condition.  riiV 

Our  way  was  through  a  thick  wood,  thef  bottom  of  which 
was  a  mere  quagmire,  most  part  of  it  up  to  our  knees,  and 
often  to  our  middle,  and  every  now  and  then  we  had  a 
large  tree  to  get  over,  for  they  often  lay  directly  in  our 
road.  Besides  this,  we  were  continually  treading  upon  the 
stumps  of  trees,  which  were  not  to  be  avoided,  as  they  were 
covered  with  water ;  and  having  neither  shoe  nor  stocking, 
nay  feet  and  Icffs  were  frequently  torn  and  wounded.  Be- 
fore 1  had  got  half  a  mile  the  two  Indians  had  left  me,  and 
making  the  best  of  my  way  lest  they  should  be  ail  gone  be- 
fore I  got  to  the  other  side,  I  fell  off  a  tree  that  crossed  the 
road  into  a  very  deep  swamp,  where  I  very  narrowly  esca- 

Ced  drowning,  by  the  weight  of  the  burthen  I  had  on  my 
ead.  It  was  a  long  while  before  I  could  extricate  myself 
from  this  difficulty,  and  when  I  did,  my  strength  was  quite 
exhausted.  I  sat  down  under  a  tree,  and  there  gave  way  to 
melancholy  reflections.  However,  as  I,  was  sensible  these 
•reflections  would  answer  no  end,  they  did  not  last  long.  I 
got  up,  and  marking  a  great  tree,  I  then  deposited  my  load, 
Jiot  being  able  to  carry  it  any  farther,  and  set  out  to  join 
my  company. 

It  was  some  hours  before  I  reached  my  companions.  I 
found  them  sitting  under  a  tree,  and  sat  myself  down  by 
them  without  speaking  a  word ;  nor  did  they  speak  to  me, 
as  I  remember,  for  some  time,  when  Captain  Cheap  break- 
ing silence,  began  to  ask  after  the  seal  and  piece  of  canvas. 
I  told  him  the  disaster  I  had  met  with,  which  he  might 
have  easily  guessed  by  the  condition  the  rags  I  had  on  were 
in,  as  well  as  having  my  feet  and  ancles  cut  to  pieces ;  but, 
instead  of  compassion  for  my  sufferings,  I  heard  nothing 
but  grumbling  from  every  one  for  the  irreparable  loss  they 
had  sustained  by  me.  I  made  no  answer,  but  after  resting 
myself  a  little,  I  got  up  and  struck  into  the  wood,  and 
walked  back  at  least  five  miles  to  the  tree  I  had  marked, 
and  returned  just  time  enough  to  deliver  it  before  mv  com- 
panions embarked,  with  the  Indians,  upon  a  great  lake,  the 
opposite  part  of  which  seemed  to  wash  the  foot  of  the  Cor- 
dilleras. 
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dilleriki.  I  wanted  to  embarl:  with  them,  bat  wia  given  to 
understand  1  was  to  wait  for  some  other  Indians  tnait  were 
to  follow  them.  I  knew  not  where  these  Indians  were  lo 
come  from  :  I  was  left  alone  upon  the  beach«  and  night  waa 
at  hand.  1'hey  left  me  not  even  a  morsel  of  the  itioking 
seal  that  I  had  suffered  su  much  about.  I  i 

■j  I  kept  my  eyes  upon  the  boats  as  long  as  I  could  distin- 
guish them,  and  then  returned  into  the  wood,  and  sat  my- 
self down  upon  the  root  of  a  tree,  having  eat  nothing  the 
whole  day  but  the  stem  of  a  plant  which  resembles  that  of 
an  artichoke,  which  is  of  a  juicy  consistence  and  acid  taste. 
Quite  worn  out  with  fatigue*  I  soon  fell  asleep ;  and  awn- 
king  before  day,  1  thought  I  heard  some  voices  at  no  great 
distance  from  me.  As  the  day  appeared,  looking  further 
into  the  wood,  I  perceived  a  wigwam,  and  immediately 
made  towards  it ;  but  the  reception  I  met  with  was  not  at 
all  agreeable,  for  stooping  to  get  into  it,  I  presently  recei- 
ved two  or  three  hearty  kicks  in  my  face,  and  at  the  same 
tintie  heard  the  sound  of  voices,  seemingly  in  anger,  which 
made  me  retire,  and  wait  at  the  foot  of  a  tree,  where  i  re- 
mained till  an  old  woman  peeped  out  and  made  signs  to 
me  to  draw  near.  I  obeyed  very  readily,  and  went  into  the 
wigwam.  In  it  were  three  men  and  two  women;  one  young 
man  seemed  to  have  great  respect  shewn  to  him  by  the 
rest,  though  he  was  the  most  miserable  object  I  ever  saw. 
He  was  a  perfect  skeleton,  and  covered  with  sores  from 
head  to  foot.  I  was  happy  to  si  I  a  moment  by  their  6re,  at 
I  was  quite  benumbed  with  cold.  The  old  woman  took  out 
a  piece  of  seal,  holding  one  part  of  it  between  her  feet,  and 
the  other  end  in  her  teeth,  and  then  cut  off  some  thin  slices 
with  a  sharp  shell,  and  distributed  them  about  to  the  other 
Indians.  She  then  put  a  bit  on  the  fire,  taking  a  piece  of 
fat  in  her  mouth,  which  she  kept  chewing,  every  now  and 
then  spirting  some  of  it  on  the  piece  that  was  warming 
upon  the  fire ;  for  they  never  do  more  with  it  than  warm  it 
through.  When  it  was  ready,  she  gave  me  a  little  bit, 
which  I  swallowed  whole,  being  almost  starved. 

As  these  Indians  were  all  strangers  to  me,  I  did  not 
know  which  way  they  were  going ;  and  indeed  it  was  now 
become  quite  indifferent  to  me  which  way  I  went,  whether 
to  the  northward  or  southward,  so  that  they  would  but  take 
me  with  them  and  give  me  something  to  eat.  However,  to 
make  them  comprehend  me,  I  pointed  first  to  the  south- 
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mtxd,  and  after  to  the  lake,  and  I  soon  understood  they 
-were  going  to  the  northward.  They  all  went  out  together, 
excepting  the  sick  Indian,  and  took  up  the  planks  of  the 
<!anpes,  which  lay  near  the  wigwam,  and  carried  them  upon 
the  beach,  and  presently  put  it  together,  and  getting  every 
thing  into  it,  they  put  me  to  the  oar.  We  rowed  across  the 
lake  to  the  mouth  of  a  very  rapid  river,  where  we  put  ashore 
for  that  night,  not  daring  to  get  any  way  down  in  the  dark, 
«s  it  required  the  greatest  skill,  even  in  the  dinr,  to  avoid 
running  foul  of  the  stumps  and  roots  of  trees,  of  which  this 
river  was  full.  I  passed  a  melancholy  night,  as  they  would 
not  suffer  me  to  come  near  the  wigwam  they  had  made ; 
nor  had  they  given  me  the  least  bit  of  any  one  thing  to  eat 
linee  we  embarked. 

In  the  morning  we  set  off  again.  The  weather  proved 
extremely  bad  the  whole  day.  We  went  down  the  river 
at  an  amazmg  rate,  and  just  before  night  they  put  ashore 
upon  a  stony  beach.  They  hauled  the  canoe  up,  and  all 
disappeared  in  a  moment,  and  I  was  left  quite  alone ;  it 
rained  violently,  and  was  very  dark.  I  thought  it  was  as 
well  to  lay  down  upon  ihe  beach,  half  side  in  water,  as  to 
get  into  a  swamp  under  a  dropping  tree.  In  this  dismal  si- 
tuation I  fell  asleep,  and  awaked  three  or  four  hours  after 
in  such  agonies  with  the  cramp,  that  I  thought  I  must  die 
upon  the  spot.  I  attempted  several  times  to  raise  myself 
upon  my  legs,  but  could  not.  At  last  'I  made  shift  to  get 
upon  my  knees,  and  looking  towards  the  wood,  I  saw  a 
great  fire  at  some  distance  Irom  me.  I  was  a  long  time 
crawling  to  it,  and  when  I  reached  it,  I  threw  myself  al- 
most into  it,  in  hopes  of  finding  some  relief  from  the  pain 
I  suffered.  This  intrusion  gave  great  offence  to  the  Indians, 
who  immediately  got  up,  kicking  and  beating  me  till  they 
drove  me  to  some  distance  from  it ;  however,  I  contrived 
a  little  after  to  place  myself  so  as  to  receive  some  warmth 
from  it,  by  which  I  got  rid  of  the  cramp.  ^  j«m:>  ;fi 

In  the  morning  we  left  this  place,  and  were  soon  after 
out  of  the  river.  Being  now  at  sea  again,  the  Indians  io- 
tended  putting  ashore  at  the  first  convenient  place  to  look 
for  shell-fish,  their  stock  of  provisions  having  been  quite 
exhausted  for  some  time.  At  low  water  we  landed  upon  a 
spot  that  seemed  to  promise  well,  and  here  we  found  plenty 
of  limpets.  Though  at  this  time  starving,  I  did  not  attempt 
io  eat  one,  lest  I  should  lose  a  moment  in  gathering  them, 
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not  knowing  how  soon  the  Indians  might  be  going  again. 
I  had  almost  filled  my  hat  when  I  saw  them  returning  to 
the  canoe.  I  made  what  haste  I  could  to  he;r,  for  I. believe 
they  would  have  made  no  conscience  of  leaving  me  behind. 
I  sat  down  to  my  oar  again,  placinsmy  hat  close  to  me, 
every  now  and  then  eating  a  limpet.  The  Indians  were  em-, 
ployed  the  same  wny,  when  one  of  them  seeing  me  throw 
the  shells  overboard,  spoke  to  the  rest  in  a  violent  passion, 
and  getting  up»  fell  upon  me,  and  seiziog  me  by  an  old 
ragged  handkerchief  I  had  about  my  neck,  almost  throttled 
me ;  whilst  another  took  me  by  the  legs,  and  was  going  to 
throw  me  overboard  if  the  old  woman  had  not  prevented 
them.  ■ 

I  was  all  this  time  entirely  ignorant  by  what  means!  had 
given  offence,  till  I  observed  that  the  Indians,  after  eating 
the  limpets,  carefully  put  the  shells  in  aheap  at  the  bottom 
of  the  canoe.  I  then  concluded  there  was  some  supersti- 
tion about  throwing  these  shells  into  the  sea,  my  ignorance 
of  which  had  very  nearly  cost  me  my  life.  I  was  resolved 
to  eat  no  more  limpets  till  we  landed,  which  we  did  some 
time  after  upon  an  island.  I  then  took  notice  that  the  In-; 
dians  brought  all  their  shells  ashore,  and  laid  them. above 
high-water  mark.  Here,  as  I  was  going  to  eat  a  large 
bunch  of  berries  I  had  gathered  from  a  tree,  for  they  look- 
ed yeryi  tempting,  one  of  the  Indians  snatched  them  out  of 
my  hand  and  threw  them  away,  making  me  to  understand 
that  they  were  poisonous.  Thus,  in  all  probability,  did  these, 
people  now  save  my  life,  who,  a  few  hours  before,  were  go- 
Mg  to  take  it  from  me  for  throwing  away  a  shell.        , 

In  two  days  after  I  joined  my  companions  again,  but 
don't  remember  that  there  was  the  least  joy  shewn  on  either, 
side  at  meeting.  At  this  place  was  a  very  large  canoe  be- 
longing to  our  guide,  which  would  have  required  at.  least 
six  men  to  the  oar  to  have  made  any  kind  of  expedition ;; 
instead  of  that,  there  was  only  Campbell  and  myself,  be- 
sides the  Indian,  his  companion  or  servant,  to  row,  the  ca- 
cique himself  never  touching  an  oar,  but  sitting,  with  his 
wife  all  the  time  much  at  his  ease.  Mr  Hamilton  continued 
in  the  same  eanoe  he  had  been  in  all  along,  and  which  still 
was  to  keep  us  company  some  way  further,  though  many  of 
the  others  nad  left  us.  This  was  dreadful  hard  work  to  such 
'poor  starved  wretches  as  we  were,  to  be  slaving  at  tne  oar 
all  day  long  in  such  a  heavy  boat }  and  this  inhuman  fellow 
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would  never  give  at  a  icrap  to  eat,  excepting  when  h« 
took  to  much  seal  that  he  could  not  contrive  to  carry  it  aU 
away  with  him,  which  happened  very  leldom. 

After  worlcing  like  gallev  ilavei  all  day,  towards  nieh^ 
when  we  landed,  instead  of  taking  any  rest,  Mr  Campbell 
and  I  were  sometimes  obliged  to  go  miles  along  shore  to 
0et  a  few  shelUfish ;  and  just  as  we  have  made  a  litUe  fire 
in  order  to  dress  them,  he  has  commanded  us  into  the 
boat  again,  and  kept  ns  rowing  the  whole  night  without 
ever  landing.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  describe  the  mi^ 
•erable  state  we  were  reauced  to :  Our  bodies  were  so  ema- 
oiated,  that  we  hardly  appeared  the  figures  of  men. 

^  has  often  happened  to  me  in  the  colriest  night,  both 
in  hail  and  snow,  where  we  had  nothiog  but  an  open  beach 
to  lay  down  upon,  in  order  to  procure  a  little  resly  that  I 
have  been  obliged  to  pull  off  the  few  rags  I  had  on,  as  it 
was  impossible  to  ^t  a  moment's  sleep  with  them  on  for 
the  vermin  that  swarmed  about  them,  ttiough  I  used  as  of* 
ten  as  1  had  time,  to  take  my  clothes  off,  and  putting  them 
upon  a  large  stone,  beat  them  with  another,  in  hopes  of 
killing  hundreds  at  once,  for  it  was  endless  work  to  pick 
them  off.  What  we  suffered  from  this  was  ten  times  worse 
even  than  hunger.  But  we  were  clean  in  comparison  to 
Captain  Cheap,  for  I  could  compare  his  body  to  nothing 
but  an  ant-hill,  with  thousands  of  those  insects  crawling 
over  it ;  for  he  was  now  past  attempting  to  rid  himself  in 
the  least  from  this  torment,  as  he  had  quite  lost  himself, 
not  recollecting  our  names  that  were  about  him,  or  even 
hu  own.  His  beard  was  as  long  as  a  hermit's ;  that  and  hia 
face  being  covered  with  train-oil  and  dirt,  from  having  long 
accustomed  himself  to  sleep  upon  a  bag,  by  the  way  of  pi^ 
low,  in  which  he  kept  the  pieces  of  stinking  seal.  This  pru- 
dent method  he  toolc  to  prevent  our  getting  at  it  whilst  he 
dept.  His  legs  were  as  big  as  millposts,  though  his  body 
appeared  to  be  nothing  but  skin  and  bone. 

One  day  we  fell  in  with  about  forty  Indians,  who  came 
down  to  the  beach  we  landed  on,  curiously  painted.  Our 
cacique  seemed  to  understand  but  little  ot  their  language, 
and  it  sounded  to  us  very  different  from  what  we  had  heard 
before.  However,  they  made  us  comprehend  that  a  ship 
had  been  upon  the  coast  not  far  from  where  we  then  wer^ 
and  that  she  had  a  red  flag:  This  we  understood  some 
4ime  after  to  have  been  the  Anne  pink,  whose  adventures 
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•re  pwUciiltrly  related  in  Lord  Anson'i  Voytge ;  and  we 
passed  through  the  very  harbour  she  had  Iain  in. 
,  A*  there  was  hot  one  snjall  canoe  that  intended  to  ac- 
eoqipany  us  any  longer,  and  that  in  v^hich  Mr  Hamilton 
had  been  to  this  time  intended  to  proceed  no  further  to  the 
northward,  our  cacique  proposed  to  him  to  come  into  our 
canoe,  which  he  refused,  as  the  insolence  of  this  fellow  was 
to  him  insupportable ;  he  therefore  rather  chose  to  remain 
where  he  was,  till  chance  should  throw  in  his  way  some 
other  means  of  getting  forward ;  so  here  we  left  him,  and 
jit  was  some  months  before  we  saw  him  again. 
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*  IIVe  now  got  on,  by  very  slow  decrees,  to  the  north- 
ward ;  and  as  the  difficultiea  and  hardships  we  daily  went 
through  would  only  be  a  repetition  of  those  already  men- 
tioned, I  shall  say  no  more,  but  that  at  last  we  reached  an 
island  about  thirty  leasues  to  the  southward  of  Chiloe. 
Here  we  remained  two  days  for  a  favourable  opportunity  to 
«ross  the  bay*  the  very  thoughts  of  which  seemed  to  frighten 
our  cacique  out  of  his  senses  ;  and  indeed  there  was  great 
reason  for  his  apprehensions,  for  there  ran  a  most  dreadful 
hollow  sea,  dangerous  indeed  for  any  open  boat  whatever, 
hut  a  thousand  times  more  for  such  a  crazy  vessel  as  we 
were  in.  He  at  length  mustered  up  resolution  enough  to 
.attempt  it,  first  having  crossed  himself  for  an  hour  together, 
and  made  a  kind  of  lug-sail  out  of  the  bits  of  blankets  they 
wore  about  them,  sewed  together  with  split  supple-jacks. 
We  then  put  off,  apd  a  terrible  passage  we  had.  The  bot- 
tom plank  of  the  canoe  was  split,  which  opened  upon  every 
sea;  and  the  water  continually  rushing  over  the  gunnel,! 
may  say  that  we  were  in  a  manner  full  the  whole  way  over, 
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though  all  handi  were  employed  In  hailiDg,  withoat  ceaiing 
a  muinent. 

'  As  we  drew  near  the  shore,  the  eacique  was  eager  to 
Jand,  having  been  terrified  to  that  degree  with  this  mn,  that 
if  it  had  not  been  for  us,  every  souT  must  have  perished ; 
for  he  bad  very  near  got  in  amongst  the  breakers,  where 
the  sea  drove  with  such  violence  upon  the  rocks,  that  not 
even  an  Indian  could  have  escaped,  especially  as  it  was  in 
the  night.  We  kept  off  till  we  got  into  smooth  water,  and 
landed  upon  the  island  of  Chiloe,  thoueh  in  a  part  of  if 
that  was  not  inhabited.  Here  wi  staid  all  the  next  day,  in 
a  very  heavy  snow,  to  recover  ourselves  a  little  after  our 
fatigue  ;  but  the  cold  was  so  excessive,  having  neither  shoe 
nor  stocking,  we  thought  we  should  have  lost  our  feet ;  and 
Captain  Cheap  was  so  ill,  that  if  he  had  had  but  a  few 
leagues  further  to  have  gone  without  relief,  he  could  not 
have  held  out.  It  pleased  God  now  that  our  sufferings,  in 
a  great  measure,  were  drawing  to  an  end. 

What  things  our  cacique  had  brought  with  him  from  the 
wreck,  he  here  buried  under  ground,  in  order  to  conceal 
them  from  the  Spaniards,  who  would  not  have  left  him  a 
rusty  nail  if  they  had  known  of  it.  Towards  evening  we  set 
off  again ;  and  about  nine  the  same  night,  to  our  great  joy, 
we  observed  something  that  had  the  appearance  of  a  house. 
It  belonged  to  an  acquaintance  of  our  cacique ;  and  as  he 
was  possessed  of  my  fowling-piece,  and  we  had  preserved 
about  one  charge  of  powder,  he  made  us  load  it  for  him, 
and  desired  we  would  shew  him  how  to  discharge  it;  upon 
which,  standing  up,  and  holding  his  head  from  it  as  far  as 
possible,  he  fired,  and  fell  back  into  the  bottom  of  the  c»- 
noe.  The  Indians  belonging  to  the  house,  not  in  the  least 
used  to  fire-arms,  ran  out  and  hid  themselves  in  the  woods. 
But  after  some  time,  one  of  them  bolder  than  the  rest,  got 
upbn  a  hill  and  bellowed  to  us,  asking  who  and  what  we 
were.  Our  cacique  now  made  himself  known,  and  they  pre- 
sently came  down  to  the  boat,  bringing  with  them  some 
fish  and  plenty  of  potatoes.  This  was  the  most  comfortable 
meal  we  had  made  for  many  long  months ;  and  as  soon  aa 
this  was  over,  we  rowed  about  two  miles  farther  to  a  little 
village,  where  we  landed*  Here  our  cacique  presently 
awaked  all  the  inhabitants  by  the  noise  he  made,  and  obli- 
ged one  of  them  to  open  his  door  to  us,  and  immediately 
tQ  make  a  large  fire.  Tor  the  weather  was  very  severe,  this 
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being  the  month  of  June,  the  depth  of  winter  in  thit  part 
of  the  world.  The  Indians  now  floclied  thicic  about  ui,  and 
seemed  to  have  great  compassion  for  us,  as  our  caeique  re* 
lated  to  tbem  what  part  he  linew  of  our  liistorj.  Thej 
knew  not  what  countrymen  we  were,  nor  could  our  guide 
inform  them ;  for  he  had  often  asked  us  if  we  were  French, 
Dutch,  or  English,  the  only  nations  be  had  ever  heard  of 
besides  the  Spaniards*  We  always  answered  we  were  from 
Grande  Bretagne,  which  he  could  make  nothing  of;  for 
we  were  afraid,  if  he  knew  us  to  be  English,  as  he  had 
heard  that  nation  was  at  war  with  the  Spaniards,  be  never 
would  have  conducted  us  to  Chiloe. 

These  good-natured  compassionate  creatures  seemed  ta 
vie  with  each  other  who  should  take  the  most  care  of  us. 
They  made  a  bed  of  sheep-skins  close  to  the  fire  for  Cap- 
tain Cheap,  and  laid  him  upon  it ;  and  indeed,  had  il  not 
been  for  tne  kind  assistance  he  now  met  with>  he  could  not 
have  survived  three  days  longer.  Though  it  was  now  about 
midnight,  they  went  out  and  killed  a  sheep,  of  which  they 
made  broth,  and  baked  a  large  cake  of  barley-meal.  Any 
body  may  imagine  what  a  treat  this  was  to  wretches  who 
had  not  tasted  a  bit  of  bread,  or  any  wholesome  diet,  for 
such  a  length  of  time.  After  we  could  eat  no  longer,  we 
went  to  sleep  about  the  fire,  which  the  Indians  took  care 
to  keep  up.  In  the  morning,  the  women  came  from  far  and 
near,  each  bringing  with  her  something.  Almost  everyone 
'lad  a  pipkin  in  her  hand,  containing  either  fowls  at  mut- 
:on  made  into  broth,  potatoes,  eg^s,  or  other  eatables.  We 
fell  to  work  as  if  we  had  eat  nothing  in  the  night,  and  em- 
ployed ourselves  so  for  the  best  part  of  the  day. 

In  the  evening,  the  men  filled  our  house,  bringing  with 
them  some  jars  of  a  liquor  they  called  chica,  made  of  barley- 
meal,  and  not  very  unlike  our  oat-ale  in  taste,  which  will 
intoxicate  those  who  drink  a  sufficient  quantity  of  it,  for  a 
little  has  no  efiect.  As  soon  as  the  drink  was  out,  a  fresh 
supply  of  victuals  was  brought  in ;  and  in  this  manner  we 

{assed  the  whole  time  we  remained  with  these  hospitable 
ndians.  They  are  a  strong  well-made  people,  extremely 
well-featured,  both  men  and  women,  and  vastly  neat  in 
their  persons.  The  men's  dress  is  called  by  them  a  puncho, 
which  is  a  square  piece  of  cloth,  generally  in  stripes  of  dif- 
ferent colours,  with  a  slit  in  the  middle  of  it,  wide  enough 
to  let  their  heads  through,  so  that  it  hangi^  on.  their  shoul- 
der^ 
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den,  half  of  it  falling  before  and  the  other  behind  then  : 
Under  thii  tbev  wear  a  ihort  Icind  of  flannel  shirt  without 
sleeves  or  neck.  They  have  wide-knee'd  breeches,  some- 
thing like  the  Dutch  seamen,  and  on  their  legs  a  sort  of 
knit  buskins  without  anjr  feet  to  Ihem,  but  never  any  shoes. 
Their  hair  is  always  combed  vefy  smooth,  and  tied  very 
tight  up  in  a  great  bunch  close  to  the  neck  ;  some  wear  a 
very  neat  hut  of  their  own  making,  and  others  go  without. 
The  women  wear  a  shift  like  thu  men's  shirts,  without 
•leeves,  and  over  it  a  square  piece  of  cloth,  which  they  fas- 
ten before  with  a  large  silver  pin,  and  a  petticoat  of  differ- 
ent stripes.  Thev  take  as  much  care  of  their  hair  as  the 
men  j  and  both  have  always  a  kind  of  fillet  bound  very 
tight  about  the  fore-head,  and  made  fast  behind.  In  short, 
these  people  are  as  cleanly  ns  the  several  savage  nations  we 
bad  met  with  before  were  beastly. 

Upon  our  first  coming  here,  they  had  dispatched  a  mes- 
senger to  the  Spanish  corregidore  at  Castro,  a  town  a  con- 
siderable distance  from  hence,  to  inform  him  of  our  arrival. 
At  the  end  o^  three  days,  this  man  returned  with  an  order 
to  the  chief  caciques  of  these  Indians  we  were  amongst,  to 
carry  us  directly  to  a  certain  place,  where  there  would  be  a 
party  of  soldiers  to  receive  us.  These  poor  people  now  seem- 
ed to  be  under  great  concern  for  us,  hearing  by  the  mes- 
senger the  preparations  that  were  making  to  receive  us; 
for  they  stand  in  vast  dread  of  the  Spanish  soldiery.  They 
were  very  desirous  of  knowing  what  countrymen  we  were^ 
We  told  them  we  were  English,  and  at  that  time  at  war  with 
the  Spaniards,  upon  which  they  appeared  fonder  of  us  than 
ever ;  and  I  verily  believe,  if  they  durst,  would  have  con- 
cealed us  amongst  tnem,  lest  we  should  come  to  any  harm. 
They  are  so  far  from  being  in  the  Spanish  interest,  that 
they  detest  the  very  name  of  a  Spaniard.  And,  indeed,  I 
am  not  surprised  at  it,  for  they  are  kept  under  such  subjec- 
tion, and  such  a  laborious  slavery,  by  mere  dint  of  hard 
usage  and  punishments,  that  it  appears  to  me  the  most  ab- 
surd thing  in  the  world  thiat  the  Spaniards  should  rely  upon 
these  people  for  assistance  upon  any  emergency. 

We  embarked  in  the  evening,  and  it  was  night  before 
we  got  to  the  place  where  we  were  to  be  delivered  up  to 
the  Spanish  guard.  We  were  met  by  three  or  four  officers 
and  a  number  of  ttoldiers,  all  with  their  spados  drawn,  who 
•arroanded  us  as  if  they  bad  the  most  formidable  enemy  to 
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take  charge  of,  initead  of  three  poor  helpleM  wretoheij, 
who,  notwithstanding  the  good  livinir  we  had  met  with 
amongst  these  kind  Indians,  could  hardly  support  ourselves. 
They  carried  us  to  the  top  of  a  hill,  and  there  put  us  under 
41  shed,  for  it  consisted  ofa  thatehed  roof  without  4ny  sides 
or  walls,  being  quite  open  i  and  here  we  were  to  lie  upon 
the  cold  ground.  All  sorts  of  people  now  came  to  stare 
at  us  as  a  sight;  but  the  Indian  women  never  came  empty- 
handed  ;  they  always  broo||ht  with  them  either  fowls,  mut- 
ton, or  some  Kind  of  provision  to  us,  so  that  we  lived  well 
enough.  However,  we  found  a  very  sensible  difference  be- 
tween the  treatment  we  bad  met  with  from  the  Indians  and 
what  we  now  experienced  from  the  Spaniards.  With  the 
former,  we  were  quite  at  liberty  to  do  as  we  pleased  t  but 
here,  if  we  only  went  ten  yards  to  attempt  at  getting  rid  of 
some  of  (he  vermin  that  devoured  us,  we  had^two  soldiers 
with  drawn  spados  to  attend  us. 

About  the  third  day,  a  Jesuit  from  Castro  came  to  see  us, 
not  from  a  motive  of  compassion,  but  from  a  report  spread 
by  our  Indian  cacique,  that  we  had  some  things  of  great 
value  about  us.  Having  by  chance  seen  Captain  Cheapi  pull 
out  a  gold  repeating  watch,  the  first  thio^  the  cood  tnther 
did  was  to  lug  out  of  his  pocket  a  bottle  oi  brandy  and  give 
us  a  dram,  in  order  to  open  our  hearts.  He  then  came 
roundly  to  the  point,  asking  us  if  we  had  saved  no  watches 
or  rings.  Captain  Cheap  declared  he  had  nothings  never 
•ulpeoting  that  the  Indian  had  seen  his  watch,  having,  as 
he  thought,  always  taken  great  care  to  conceal  it  from  him ; 
but  knowing  that  Campbell  had  a  silver  watch,  which  had 
been  the  properly  of  our  surgeon,  he  desired  him  to  make 
it  a  present  to  the  Jesuit,  teUing  him  at  the  same  time,  that 
as  these  people  had  great  power  and  authority,  it  might  be 
of  service  to  us  hereafter.  This  Campbull  verjr  unwillingly 
did,  and  received  from  the  father,  not  long  after,  a  pitiful 
present,  not  a  quarter  part  of  the  value  of  the  rim  of  the 
watch.  We  understood  afterwards  that  this  had  come  to 
the  governor's  ears,  who  was  highly  offended  at  it,  as  think- 
ing that  if  any  thing  of  that  sort  had  been  to  be  had,  it  was 
his  due,  and  did  not  spare  the  Jesuits  in  the  least  upon  the 
occasion. 

Soon  after  this,  the  officer  of  the  guard  informed  us  there 
was  an  order  come  to  carry  us  to  Castro.  In  the  evening, 
we  were  conducted  to  the  water-side,  and  put  into  a  large 
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peringo,  ftnd  there  were  levcrf^l  more  to  attend  ut,  full  of 
loldiert.  About  eiaht  o'clock  at  night  we  were  off  the  town. 
Their  boats  all  laid  upon  their  oan,  and  there  waa  a  great 
Heal  of  ceremony  uied  in  hailing;  and  aakins  for  the  kcyi, 
as  if  it  had  been  a  regular  fortification.  After  some  time» 
we  landed,  but  could  see  neither  gates  nor  walls,  nor  any 
thing  that  had  the  appearance  of  a  garrison.  As  we  walked 
up  a  steep  hill  into  the  town,  the  way  was  lined  with  men, 
who  had  broomsticks  upon  their  shoulders  instead  of  mu»> 
keti,  and  a  lighted  match  in  tlieir  hands.  When  we  came 
to  the  corregiOore's  house,  we  found  it  full  of  peopkt  He 
was  an  old  man,  verv  tall,  with  a  long  cloak  on,  a  t^e-wig 
without  any  curl,  and  a  spado  of  immense  length  by  hia  side. 
He  received  us  in  great  state  and  form  (  but  as  we  had  no 
interpreter,  we  understood  little  or  nothing  of  the  qnestiona 
he  asked  us.  He  ordered  a  table  to  he  spread  for  ua  with 
cold  ham  and  fowls,  which  we  three  only  sat  down  to,  and 
in  a  short  time  dispatched  more  than  ten  men  with  common 
appetites  would  have  done.  It  is  amazing,  that  our  eating 
to  that  excess  we  had  done,  from  the  time  we  first  got 
among  these  kind  Indians,  had  not  killed  us;  we  were  never 
satisfied,  nnd  used  to  take  all  opportunities)  for  some  months 
after,  of  filling  our  pockets  when  we  were  not  seen,  that  we 
might  get  up  two  or  three  times  in  the  night  to  cram  ouv- 
■elves.  Captain  Cheap  used  to  declare,  tnat  he  was  quite 
ashamed  of  himself. 

After  supper,  the  rorregidore  cairied  us  to  the  Jesuits 
college,  attended  by  the  soldieru  und  nii  the  rabble  of  the 
town.  This  was  intended  at  present  for  our  prison,  till  or- 
ders were  received  from  the  governor,  who  resided  at  Cha- 
co,  above  thirty  leagues  from  this  place.  When  we  ^ot  to 
the  college,  the  corregidore  desired  the  father  provincial, 
as  they  atiled  him,  or  head  of  the  Jesuits  here,  to  find  out 
viibtti  religion  we  were  of,  or  whether  we  had  any  or  not. 
He  then  retired,  the  gates  were  shut,  and  we  were  conduct- 
ed to  a  cell.  We  found  in  it  something  like  beds  spread 
on  the  floor,  and  an  old  ragged  shirtapiece,  but  clean,  which 
was  of  infinite  service  to  us;  nor  did  eating  at  first  give  me 
half  the  satisfaction  this  treasure  of  an  old  shirt  did.  The  o* 
this  college  was  large,  there  were  but  four  Jesuits  in  it,  uov 
were  ther^  any  more  of  tliat  order  upon  the  island. 

In  ihc  morning;,  Captain  Cheap  was  seol  for  by  the  father 
provmciai ;  '^h?ir  conversation  was  curried  on  in  I^tin,  per- 
haps 
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liapi  nol  the  b«9t  on  either  tide}  however,  IIk  r  made  stufl 
to  undenland  one  another.  When  he  retnrncd,  h«  feold  «■ 
the  good  fathers  were  ttill  harping  upon  wli  't  tbing«  ■  '»• 
iue  we  might  have  mved  and  concealed  aboui  u«;  and  that 
if  we  had  any  thing  of  thai  lort,  we  could  not  do  belter 
than  let  them  hnve  it.  Religion  teemed  to  be  quite  uutof 
the  question  ot  present ;  but  a  day  or  two  after,  the  corre- 
gidore  being  informed  that  we  were  heretics,  he  desired 
these  Jesuits  world  onrert  os;  but  one  of  them  toM  him 
it  was  a  mere  jtlc  ii  attempt  it,  as  we  could  have  no  in* 
ducenent  U'^  >  k  dt;^  i  '  .id  to  vbaoge  our  religion ;  but  that 
when  we  d  (o  Ch<ii,  in  such  a  delightfal  counlrv  as  that 
was,  wher<  tb'^  e  was  nothing  but  diversions  and  amube- 
Bseri^^  we  biKh.  \i  be  converted  fast  enough.  We  kept  doee 
to  <>a<- '  ell  till  the  bell  rang  for  dinner,  when  we  were  coo- 
(luc  '  ii  into  a  haU,  where  there  was  one  table  for  the  fatben, 
and  unothci  fvf  us.  After  a  very  long  Latin  prayer,  we  aal 
dowa  and  eat  what  was  put  before  us,  without  a  single  word 
passing  at  either  table.  As  soon  as  we  had  finished,  thera 
was  another  long  prayer,  which,  however,  did  not  ■ppaa 
so  tedious  as  the  firs^  aisd  then  we  reared  to  oar  cell  agmn. 
In  this  manner  we  poaed  eight  days  withoat  ever  stirring 
out,  aU  which  time  one  might  have  imagined  one^s  self  owt 
of  the  world ;  for,  excepting  the  bell  for  dinner,  a  silence 
reigned  throughout  the  whwe,  as  if  the  place  had  been  wn* 
inhabited. 

A  little  before  dark,  on  the  ei^th  evening,  we  heard  a 
violent  knocking  at  the  gate,  which  was  no  sooner  cniened 
than  there  entered  a  young  officer  booted  and  spurred,  who 
acquainted  the  fathers  that  be  was  sent  by  the  governor  to 
conduct  us  to  Chaco.  This  yoanr  man  was  the  governor's 
son,  by  which  means  he  obtained  a  command  next  in  ap* 
thority,  upon  this  island,  to  his  father.  He  ought  to  have 
been  kept  at  school,  for  he  was  a  vain  empty  coxcomb, 
much  disliked  hy  the  people  upon  the  island.  After  taking 
leave  of  the  Jesuits,  wno,  I  imagine,  were  not  sorry  to  be  rid 
of  us,  aPer  finding  their  expectations  baulked,  we  set  out^ 
hav>'^'*  'bout  thirty  soldiers  on  horseback  to  attend  us.  We 
rodt  i^bout  eight  miles  that  night,  when  we  came  to  an 
Estancia,  or  farm-house,  belonging  to  an  old  lady,  who  had 
two  handsome  daughters.  Here  we  were  very  well  enter- 
tained, and  the  good  old  lady  Memed  to  have  great  com- 
pasiion  on  w.    She  usked  the  governor's  son  if  he  thought 
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his  father  would  have  any  objection  to  my  passing  a  montli 
with  her  at  her  farm.  As  she  was  a  person  of  rank  in  this 
itiand,  he  said  he  would  acquaint  his  father  with  her  request, 
and  made  no  doubt  but  he  would  grant  it.  I  observed  our 
soldiers,  when  they  came  into  the  house,  had  none  of  them 
any  shoes  on,  but  wore  buskins,  like  the  Indians,  without 
any  feet  to  them.  They  all  had  monstrous  greal  spurs,  some 
of  silver  and  others  of  copper,  which  made  a  rattling  when 
they  walked,  like  chains.  They  were  all  stout  slrong^look- 
ing  men,  as  the  Spaniards,  natives  of  the  island,  in  general 
are.  After  a  eoou  supper,  we  had  sheep-skins  laid  near  the 
fire  for  us  to  sleep  on. 

Early  in  the  morning  we  mounted  again,  and  after  riding 
some  miles  across  the  country,  we  came  to  the  water-side, 
where  we  found  several  periagoes  waiting  for  us,  with  some 
officers  in  them.  Most  of  the  soldiers  dismounted  and  em- 
barked with  us,  few  only  being  sent  round  with  the  horses. 
It  was  three  days  before  we  arrived  at  Chaoo,  as  the  tides 
between  this  island  and  the  main  are  so  rapid  that  no  boat 
can  stem  them.  The  same  precaution  was  taken  here  as  at 
Castro ;  we  passed  through  a  whole  lane  of  soldiers,  armed 
as  I  mentioned  those  to  have  been  before,  excepting  a  few 
who  really  had  matchrlocks,  the  only  £re-arms  they  have 
bere.  The  soldiers,  upon  our  journey,  had  given  a  pomp- 
ous account  of  el  Palacio  del  Key,  or  the  king's  palace,  as 
they  stiled  the  governor's  house,  and  therefore  we  expected 
to  see  something  very  maghific£nl;  but  it  was  nothing  bet- 
ter than  a  large  thatched  barn,  partitioned  off  into  several 
rooms.  The  governor  was  sitting  at  a  large  table  covered 
with  a  piece  of  red  serge,  having  all  the  principal  officers 
about  him.  After  some  time,  he  made  us  sit  down,  attempt- 
ing to  converse  with  us  bv  his  linguist,  who  was  a  stupid 
old  fellow,  that  could  neither  talk  English  nor  Spanish,  but 
said  he  was  born  in  England,  had  resided  above  forty  years 
in  that  country,  and  having  formerly  been  a  buccaneer,  was 
taken  by  the  Spaniards  near  Panama.  The  governor  kept 
us  to  supper,  and  then  we  were  conducted  across  the  court 
to  our  apartment,  which  was  a  place  that  had  served  to  keep 
the  fire-wood  for  the  governor's  kitchen ;  however,  as  it  was 
dry  over  head,  we  thought  ourselves  extremely  well  lodged. 
There  was  a  soldier  placed  at  the  door  with  a  drawn  spado 
in  his  hand,  to  prevent  our  stirring  out,  which  was  quite 
unnecessary,  as  we  knew  not  where  to  go  if  we  had  been  at 
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liberty.  One  of  these  soldiers  took  a  fancy  to  my  ragged 
grieko,  which  had  Still  some  thousands  about  it,  and  in  ex* 
cbnnge  gave  me  an  old  puncho,  the  sort  of  garment  with  a 
hole  in  the  middle  to  put  one's  head  through,  as  above  re- 
lated to  be  worn  by  the  Indians;  and  for  the  little  bit  of 
my  waistcoat  tha'  remained,  he  gave  me  a  pair  of  breeches. 
1  now  slionld  have  thought  myself  very  handsomely  equip- 
ped, if  1  had  had  but  another  shirt. 

The  next  day,  about  nOon,  the  governor  sent  for  us,  and 
we  dined  at  his  table,  after  which  we  returned  to  our  lodg- 
ing, where  we  were  never  alone,  for  evteiry  body  was  curious 
to  see  us.  We  passed  about  a  week  in  this  manner,  when 
the  centinel  was  taken  off,  and  we  were  allowed  to  look 
about  us  a  little,  though  not  to  go  Out  of  the  palace^  as  they 
were  pleased  to  call  it.  We  dined  every  day  with  the  gover- 
nor, but  were  not  very  fond  of  his  fast  days,  which  succeeded 
each  other  too  quickly.  I  contrived  to  make  friends  with 
his  steward  and  cook,  by  which  means  I  always  carried  my 
pockets  full  to  my  apartment,  where  1  passed  my  time  very 
agreeably.  Soon  after,  we  had  leave  to  walk  about  the  town, 
or  go  wherever  we  pleased.  Every  house  was  open  to  us; 
and  though  it  was  but  an  hour  after  we  had  dined,  they  always 
spread  a  table,  thinking  we  never  could  eat  enough  after 
what  we  had  suffered  ;  and  we  were  much  of  the  same  opi- 
nion. They  are,  in  general,  a  charitable,  good  sort  of  people, 
but  very  ignorant,  and  governed  by  their  priests,  who  make 
them  believe  just  what  they  please. 

The  [ndian  language  is  chiefly  spoken  here,  even  by  the 
Spaniards  one  amongst  another ;  and  they  say  they  thmk  it 
a  finer  language  than  their  own.  The  women  have  nne  com- 
plexions, and  many  of  them  are  very  handaome ;  they  have 
good  voices,  and  can  strum  a  little  tipon  the  guitar ;  but 
they  have  an  ugly  custom  of  smoking  tobacco,  which  is  a 
very  scarce  commodity  here,  and  therefore  is  looked  upoa 
as  a  great  treat  when  they  meet  at  one  another's  houses. 
The  lady  of  the  house  comes  in  with  a  large  wooden  pipe 
crammed  with  tobacco,  and  after  taking  two  or  three  hearty 
whiffs,  she  holds  her  head  under  her  cloak  lest  any  of  the 
smoke  should  escape,  and  then  swallows  it;  some  time  af« 
ter,  you  see  it  coming  out  of  her  nose  and  ears.  She  then 
hands  the  pipe  to  the  next  lady,  who  does  the  same,  till  it 
has  gone  through  the  whole  company.  Their  houses  are 
but  very  mcan^  aa  will  be  easily  imagiaed  by  what  1  have 
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said  of  the  governoi's.  They  make  their  fire  ta  the  midille 
of  their  roooai,  but  have  no  chimneyB ;  there  is  a  small  hole 
at  each  cud  of  the  roof  to  let  the  ^moke  out. 

It  is  only  tbt  better  sort  of  peo|»le  tliat  eat  bread  made 
of  wheat,  as  they  grow  but  very  little  here,  aud  they  have, 
no  mills  to  griod  it}  but  then  they  have  great  plenty  of  the 
finest  potatoes  ia  the  world :  These  are  always  roasted  in  the 
ashes,  then  scraped,  and  served  up  at  meals  instead  of  bread. 
They  breed  abundance  of  swine,  as  they  supply  both  Chili 
and  Pern  with  hams*  They  ai  e  in  no  want  of  sheep,  but 
are  not  overstocked  with  cows,  owing,  in  a  great  measure, 
to  their  own  indolence  in  not  clearing  away  the  woods, 
which  if  they  would  be  at  the  pains  to  do,  they  might  have 
sufficient  pasture.  Their  trade  consists  in  hams,  hogs-lard, 
which  is  used  throughout  all  Sooth  America  instead  of  bot- 
tler ;  cedar-plank,  which  the  Indians  are  continually  employ* 
ed^in  cutting  quite  to  the  foot  of  the  Cordilleras,  little  car- 
ved boxrt,  which  the  Spanish  ladies  use  to  put  their  work 
in,  carpets,  quilts,  and  punchos  neatly  embroidered  all 
round ;  for  tt^se,  both  in  Chili  and  Peru,  are  used  by  the 
people  of  the  first  fashion,  as  well  as  the  inferior  sort,  by 
way  of  tidiog-dresa,  and  are  esteemed  to  be  much  more  con- 
yenieqt  for  a  horseman,  than  any  kind  of  coat  whatever* 

They  have  what  they  call  an  annual  ship  from  Lima,  a» 
they  never  expect  more  than  one  in  the  year ;  though 
sometimes  it  happens  that  two  have  come^  and  at  other 
times  they  have  been  two  or  three  years  without  any.  When 
,  this  happens,  they  are  greatly  distressed,  as  this  ship  brings 
tliem  baize,  doth,  linens,  hats,  ribbons,  tobacco,  sugar, 
brandy,  and  wine,  but  this  latter  article  is  chiefly  for  the  use 
of  the  churches :  Matte,  an  herb  from  Paraguay,  used  over 
all  South  America  instead  of  tea,  is  also  a  necessary  article* 
This  ship's  cargo  is  chiefly  consigned  to  the  Jesuits*  who 
have  more  Indians  employed  for  them  than  all  the  rest  of 
the  inhabitants  together,  and  of  course  engross  almost  the 
whole  trade.  There  i»  no  money  current  in  this  island.  If 
any  person  wants  a  few  yards  ot  linen,  a  little  sugar,  tobac- 
co, or  any  other  thing  brought  from  Peru,  he  gives  so  many 
cedar-planks,  haras,  or  punchos,  in  exchange.  Some  time 
after  we  had  been  here,  a  snow  arrived  in  the  harbour  from 
Lima^  which  occasioned  great  joy  amongst  the  inhabitants, 
a»  they  had  no  ship  the  year  before,  from  the  alarm  Lord 
Anson  had  given  upon  the  coast*       . 
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This  was  not  the  annual  ressei,  but  one  of  those  that  I 
■aentioned  before  which  come  unexpectedly.  The  captain 
of  her  was  an  old  man,  well  known  upon  the  island,  who 
bad  traded  here  once  in  two  or  three  yeais  for  more  than 
thirty  years  pasL   He  had  a  remarkably  large  head,  and 
therefore  was  commonly  known  by  a  nick«name  they  had 
given  him  of  Cabuco  de  Toro,  or  BuH's-head.  He  had  not 
been  here  a  week,  before  he  came  to  the  governor,  and  told 
him,  with  a  most  melancholy  countenance,  that  he  had  not 
slept  a  wink  since  he  came  into  the  harbour,  as  the  gover- 
nor was  pleased  to  allow  three  English  prisoners  liberty  to 
walk  about  instead  of  confining  them,  and  that  he  expect- 
ed every  moment  they  would  board  his  vessel  and  carry  her 
away :   This  he  said  when  he  had  above  thirty  hands 
aboard.  The  governor  assured  him  he  would  be  answerable 
for  us,  and  that  he  might  sleep  in  quiet ;  though  at  the 
iMne  time  he  could  not  help  laughiag  at  the  man,  as  all  the 
people  in  the  town  did.    These  assurances  did  not  satisfy 
the  captain;  he  used  the  utmost  dispatch  in  disposing  of 
his  cargo,  and  put  to  sea  again,  not  thinking  himself  safe 
till  he  had  lost  sight  of  the  island.  It  was  about  three  months 
after  this  that  Mr  Hamilton  was  brought  in  by  a  party  that 
the  governor  had  sent  to  the  southward  on  purpose  to  fetch 
him.  He  was  in  a  wretched  condition  upon  his  first  arrival, 
but  soon  recovered  with  the  good  living  he  found  here. 

It  is  usual  for  the  governor  to  make  a  tour  every  year 
through  the  several  districts  belonging  to  his  government : 
On  this  occasion  he  took  us  with  him.  The  first  place  he  vi- 
sited was  Carelmapo,  on  the  main,  and  from  thence  to  Cas- 
tro. At  these  places  he  holds  a  kind  of  court,  all  the  chief 
caciques  meeting  him,  and  informinghimof  whathas  pass- 
ed  since  his  last  visit,  and  receiving  fresh  orders  for  the  year 
to  come.  At  Castro  we  had  the  same  liberty  we  enjoyed 
at  Chaco,  and  visited  every  body.  It  seemed  they  had  for-* 
got  all  the  ceremony  used  upon  our  first  landing  here,  which 
was  with  an  intent  to  make  us  believe  it  was  strongly  forti- 
fied ;  for  now  they  let  us  see  plainly  that  they  had  neither 
fort  nor  gun.  At  Chaco  they  had  a  little  earthen  fort,  with 
a  small  ditch  paiisadoed  round  it,  and  a  few  old  honey- 
combed guns  without  carriages,  and  which  do  not  defend 
the  harbour  in  the  least.  Wl)ilst  we  were  at  Castro,  the 
old  lady  (at  whose  house  we  lay  the  first  night  upon  leaving 
the  Jesuits  college)  seat  to  < 
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might  be  allowed  to  come  to  her  for  a  few  week* ;  this  was 
granted,  and  accordingly  I  went  and  parsed  about  three 
weeks  with  her  very  happily,  as  she  seemed  to  be  as  fonA 
of  me  as  if  I  bad  Men  her  own  son.  She  was  very  nni^il- 
ling  to  part  with,  me  again,  but  as  the  governor  was  soon  to 
return  to  Chaca,  he  sent  for  me,  and  i  left  my  benefactress 
with  regret. 
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Adventure  ntUh  the  Niece  of  an  old  PrieU  at  Caitro.—Sup^-' 
stitiott  pfthe  People.— 'The  Lima  Ship  arrives,  in  which  we 
depart  for  Valparaiso,  January  1743.— Arrival  at  and 
Treatnujtt  there.—' Journey  to  Chili,— -Arrival  at  St  Jago, 
—Generous  Conduct  of  a  Scotch  Physician. — J>escrt|rfio»  of 
the  City  and  of  the  People, 

Amongst  the  houses  we  visited  at  Castro,  there  was  one 
belonging  to  an  old  priest,  who  was  esteemed  one  of  the 
richest  persons  upon  the  island.  He  bed  a  niece,  of  whom 
he  was  extremely  fond^  and  who  was  to  inherit  all  he  pos- 
sessed. He  had  taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  with  her  edu- 
cation, and  she  was  reckoned  one  of  the  most  accomplish-' 
ed  young  ladies  of  Chiloe.  Her  person  was  good,  though 
she  could  not  be  called  a  regular  beauty.  This  young  lady 
did  me  the  honour  to  take  more  notice  of  me  than  I  deser- 
ved, and  proposed  to  her  uncle  to  convert  me,  and  after- 
wards begged  his  consent  to  marry  me.  As  the  old  man 
doaled  upon  her,  he  readily  agreed' to  it ;  and  accordingly, 
on  the  next  visit  I  made  him,  acquainted  me  with  the  young 
lady's  proposal,  and  his  approbation  of  it,  taking  me  at  the 
same  time  into  a  room  where  there  were  several  chests  and 
boxes,  which  he  unlocked,  first  shewing  me  what  a  number 
of  fine  clothes  his  niece  had,  and  then  his  own  wardrobe, 
which  he  said  should  be  mine  at  his  death.  Amongst  other 
things,  he  produced  a  piece  of  linen,  which  he  said  should 
immediately  be  made  up  into  shirts  for  me.  I  own  this  last 
article  was  a  great  temptation  to  me ;  however,  I  had  the 
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retolution  to  withttand  it,  and  made  the  best  excases  I  could 
for  not  accepting  of  the  honour  thev  intended  me ;  for  by, 
thit  time  I  could  speak  Spanish  well  enough  to  make  my- 
self understood. 

Amongst  other  Indians  who  had  come  to  meet  the  gover- 
nor here,  there  were  some  caciques  of  those  Indians  who' 
had  treated  us  so  kindly  at  our  first  landing  upon  Chiloe. 
One  of  these,  a  young  man,  had  been  guilty  of  some  offence, 
and  was  put  in  irons,  and  threatened  to  be  more  severely 
punished.  We  could  not  learn  his  crime,  or  whether  the 
governor  did  not  do  it  in  a  great  measure  to  shew  us  his 
power  over  these  Indian  chiefs ;  however,  we  were  under 
sreat  concern  for  this  young  man,  who  had  been  extreme- 
ly  kind  to  us,  and  begged  Captain  Cheap  to  intercede  with 
the  governor  for  him.  This  he  did,  and  the  cacique  was 
released ;  the  governor  acquainted  him  at  the  same  lime, 
with  great  warmth,  that  it  was  to  us  only  hi  owed  it,  or 
otherwise  he  would  have  made  a  severe  example  of  him. 
The  young  man  seemed  to  have  been  in  no  dread  of  farther 
punishment,  as  I  believe  he  felt  all  a  man  could  do  from 
the  indienity  of  being  put  in  irons  in  the  public  square,  be- 
fore all  his  brother  caciques  and  many  hundreds  of  other 
Indians.  I  thought  this  was  not  a  very  politic  step  of  the 
governor,  as  the  cacique  came  after  to  Captain  Cheap  to 
thank  him  for  his  goodness,  and  in  all  probability  would  re->^ 
member  the  English  for  some  time  after ;  and  not  only  he, 
hut  all  the  otiier  caciques  who  had  been  witnesses  of  it,  and 
who  seemed  to  feel,  if  possible,  even  more  than  the  young 
man  himself  did. 

We  now  returned  to  Chaco,  and  the  governor  told  us, 
when  the  annual  ship  came,  which  they  expected  in  De- 
cember, we  should  be  sent  in  her  to  Chili.  We  felt  several 
earthquakes  while  we  y^ere  here.  One  day,  as  I  happened 
to  be  upon. a  visit  at  a  house  where  I  was  very  well  acquaint- 
ed, an  Indian  came  in,  who  lived  at  many  leagues  distance 
from  this  town,  and  who  had  made  this  journey  in  order  to 

Eurchase  some  little  trifles  he  wanted ;  amongst  other  things, 
e  had  bought  some  prints  of  saints.  Very  proud  of  these, 
he  produced  them,  and  put  them  into  the  hands  of  the 
women>  who  very  devoutly  first  crossed  themselves  with  them, 
and  afterwards  kissed  them ;  then  gave  them,  to  me,  saying 
at  the  same  time,  they  supposed  such  a  heretic  as  I  was 
would  refuse  to  kiss  them.  They  were  right  in  their  con- 
;  jectures 
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jectnres;  I  Ktorned  them  to  the  Indian  wtthoot  going 
throneh  that  ceremony.  At  that  irery  instant  there  hap* 
peneda  violent  shock  of  an  earthqualce,  which  they  impu- 
ted entirely  to  the  anger  of  the  lamts ;  and  all  qaitted  the 
house  as  fast  as  they  couldj  lest  it  should  fall  upon  their 
heads.  For  my  part,  I  made  the  best  of  my  way  home  for 
fear  of  beintf  knocked  on  the  head  when  out  of  the  house 
by  the  rabble,  who  looked  on  me  as  the  cause  of  all  this 
mischief,  and  did  not  return  to  that  house  again  till  I  thought 
this  affair  was  forgotten. 

Here  is  a  very  good  harbour ;  but  the  entrance  is  very 
dangerous  for  those  who  are  unacquainted  with  it,  as  the 
tides  are  so  extremely  rapid,  and  t|iere  are  sunken  rocks  in 
the  midchannel.  The  inland  is  above  seventy  leagues  round, 
and  the  body  of  it  lies  iu  about  40  deg.  80  min.  south,  and 
is  the  most  southern  settlement  the  Spaniards  have  in  these 
seas*  Their  siiimmer  is  of  no  long  duration,  and  roost  of  the 
year  round  they  have  hard  gales  of  wind  and  much  rain. 
Opposite  the  island,  upon  the  Cordilleras,  there  is  a  volca- 
no, which  at  times  bums  with  great  fury,  and  is  subject  to 
violent  eruptions.  One  of  these  alarmed  the  whole  island 
whilst  we  were  there ;  it  sounded  in  the  night  like  great 
guns.  In  the  morning,  the  governor  mounted  his  horse, 
and  rode  backwards  and  forwards  from  his  house  to  the 
earthen  fort,  saying  it  was  the  English  coming  in,  but  that 
he  would  give  tnem  a  warm  reception ;  meaniajg;,  I  suppose, 
that  he  would  have  left  them  a  good  fire  iu  his  house,  for 
I  am  certain  he  would  soon  have  been  in  the  woods  if  he 
had  seen  any  thing  like  an  English  ship  coming  in. 

Women  of  the  first  fashion  here  seldom  wear  shoes  or 
stockinffs  in  the  house,  but  only  keep  them  to  wear  upon 
particular  occasions.  I  have  often  seen  them  coming  to 
the  church,  which  stood  opposite  to  the  governor's  house» 
bare-legged,  walking  through  mud  and  water,  and  at  the 
church-door  put  on  their  shoes  and  stockings,  and  pull 
them  off  again  when  they  came  out.  Though  they  are  in 
general  handsome,  and  have  good  complexions,  yet  many 
of  them  paint  in  so  ridiculous  a  manner,  that  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  help  laughing  in  their  faces  when  you  see  them. 

The  governor  we  found  here  was  a  native  of  Chili.  The 
government,  which  is  appointed  by  that  presidency,  is  for 
three  years,  which  appears  to  be  a  long  banishment  to 
Xh^m,  as  their  appointments  are  but  small,  though  they 
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make  the  moit  of  it.  The  towns  of  Castro  and  Chaeo  con- 
•ist  only  of  scattered  houses,  without  a  regular  street,  thoueh 
both  have  their  places  or  squares,  as  almost  all  Spanish 
towns  have.  Chaco  is  very  thinly  inhabited,  excepting  at 
the  time  the  Lima  ship  arrives ;  then  they  flock  thither 
from  all  parts  of  the  island  to  purchase  what  little  matters 
they  want,  and  as  soon  as  that  is  done«  retire  to  their  es*. 
tancias  or  farms. 

It  was  about  the  middle  of  December  this  ship  came  in, 
and  the  second  of  January,  1748-9,  we  embarked  on  board 
of  her.  She  was  bound  to  Valparaiso.  We  got  out  to  sea 
with  some  difficulty,  having  been  driven  by  th«  strength  of 
the  tide  very  near  those  sunken  rocks  mentioned  before* 
We  found  a  great  sea  without ;  and  as  the  ship  was  as  deep 
as  any  laden  collier,  her  decks  were  continually  well  wash- 
ed. She  was  a  fine  vessel,  of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
tons.  The  timber  the  ships  of  this  country  are  built  of  is 
excellent,  as  they  last  a  prodigious  time ;  tor  they  assured 
«s  that  the  vessel  we  were  then  in  had  been  built  above 
forty  yeavs.  The  captain  was  a  Spaniard,  and  knew  not 
the  least  of  sea  affairs ;  the  second  captain,  or  master,  the 
boatswain,  and  his  mate,  were  all  three  Frenchmen,  and 
very  good  seamen;  the  pilot  was  a  Mulatto,  and  all  the 
lest  of  the  crew  were  Indians  and  negroes.  The  latter  were 
all  slaves  and  stout  fellows,  but  never  suffered  to  go  aloft, 
lest  they  should  fall  overboard,  and  the  owners  lose  so 
much  money  by  it.  The  Indians  were  active,  brisk  men, 
and  very  good  seamen  for  that  climate.  We  had  on  board 
the  head  of  the  Jesuits  as  passenger.  He  and  Captain 
Cheap  were  admitted  into  the  great  cabin,  and  messed  with 
Uie  captain  and  his  chaplain.  As  for  us,  we  were  obliged 
to  rough  it  the  whole  passage,  that  is,  when  we  were  tired 
we  lay  down  upon  the  quarter«deck  in  the  open  air,  and 
slept  as  well  as  we  could ;  \fut  that  was  nothing  to  us,  who 
bad  been  used  to  fare  so  much  worse.  We  lived  well,  eat- 
ing with  the  master  and  boatswain,  who  always  had  their 
meals  upon  the  quarter-deck,  and  drank  brandy  at  them  as 
we  do  small-beer,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  day  were  smoking 
seenrs. 

The  fifth  day  we  made  the  land  four  or  five  leagues  to 
the  southward  of  Valparaiso,  and  soon  afler  falling  calm,  a 
great  western  swell  hurried  us  in  very  fast  towards  the 
^ore.   We  dropped  the  lead  several  times,  but  had  such 
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deep  waler  we  could  not  anchor.  They  were  all  mAch 
alarmed  when  the  Jesuil  came  out  of  the  cabin  for  the  first 
time,  having  been  sea-sick  the  whole  passage.  At  soon  as 
he  was  informed  of  the  danger,  he  went  back  into  *.he  ca-* 
bin  and  brought  out  the  image  of  some  saint,  which  he  de-* 
sired  might  be  hung  up  in  the  niizen^shrouds ;  which  be 
ing  done,  he  kept  threatening  it,  that  if  we  had  not  a 
brei'ze  of  \i-ind  soon,  he  would  certainly  throw  it  overboard. 
Soon  after,  we  had  a  little  wind  from  off  the  land,  when 
the  Jesuit  carried  the  image  back  with  an  air  of  great  tri- 
umph, saying  he  was.  certain  that  we  should  not  be  without 
wind  long,  though  he  had  given  himself  over  for  lost  some 
time  before  it  came.  Next  morning  we  anchored  in  the 
port  of  Valparaiso.  In  that  part  which  ^is  opposite  to  the 
fort,  ships  lay  so  near  the  land,  that  they  have  generally 
three  anchors  ashore,  as  there  is  eight  or  ten  fathom  close 
to  it ;  and  the  flaws  come  off  the  hills  with  such  violencey 
that  if  it  was  not  for  this  method  of  securing  them  they 
would  be  blown  out.  This  is  only  in  summer-time,  for  in 
the  winter  months  no  ships  ever  attempt  to  come  in  here; 
the  northerly  winds  then  prevail,  and  drive  in  such  a  sea 
that  they  must  soon  be  ashore.  >  T  ^ 

The  Spanish  captain  waited  upon  the  governor  of  the 
fort,  and  informed  him  that  he  had  four  English  prisoners 
on  board.  We  were  ordered  ashore  in  the  afternoon,  and 
were  received  as  we  got  upon  the  beach  by  a  file  of  soldiers 
with  their  bayonets  fixed,  who  surrounded  us,  and  then 
marched  up  to  the  fort,  attended  by  a  numerous  mob.  We 
were  carried  before  the  governor,  whose  house  was  full  of 
officers.  He  was  blind,  asked  a  few  questions,  and  then 
spoke  of  nothing  but  the  strength  of  the  garrison  hecom.' 
nianded,  and  desired  to  know  if  we  had  observed  that  all 
the  lower  battery  was  brass  guns.  We  were  immediately 
after,  by  his  order,  put  into  the  condemned  hole.  There 
was  uoliiing  but  four  bare  walla,  excepting  a  heap  of  lime 
that  filled  one  third  of  it,  and  made  the  place  swarm  with 
fleas  in  such  a  manner  that  we  were  presently  covered  with 
them.  Some  of  Admiral  Pizarro's  soldiers  were  here  in 
garrison  that  had  been  landed  from  his  ships  at  Buenos 
Ay  res,  as  he  could  not  get  round  Cape  Horn.  A  centinel's 
box  was  placed  at  our  door,  and  we  had  always  a  soldier 
with  his  bayonet  fixed  to  prevent  our  stirring  out.  The 
curiosity  of  the  people  was  such,  that  our  prison  was  couli- 
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Mually  full  from  moraing  till  night,  by  which  the  toldiers 
made  a  pretty  penny,  at  they  took  money  from  every  per- 
son for  the  si'eht. 

In  a  few  days,  Captain  Cheap  and  Mr  Hamilton  wero 
ordered  up  to  St  Jago,  as  they  were  known  to  be  officers 
by  having  saved  their  commissions ;  but  Mr  Campbell  and 
1  Were  to  continue  in  prison.    Captain  Cheap  expressed 

great  concern  when  he  left  us ;  he  told  me  it  was  what  he 
ad  all  along  dreaded,  that  they  would  separate  us  when  we 

'  got  into  this  country ;  but  he  assured  me,  if  he  was  permit- 
ted to  speak  to  the  president,  that  he  would  never  leave  so- 
liciting nim  till  he  obtained  a  grant  for  me  to  be  sent  up 
to  him.    No  sooner  were  they  gone  than  we  fared  very 

'  badly.  A  common  soldier,  who  was  ordered  to  provide  for 
us  by  tlie  governor,  brought  us  each,  once  a  day,  a  few  po- 
tatoes mixed  with  hot  water.  The  other  soldiers  of  the 
garrison,  as  well  as  the  people  who  flocked  to  see  us,  took 
notice  of  it,  and  told  the  soldier  it  was  cruel  to  treat  Us  in 
that  manner.  His  answer  was,  "  I'he  governor  allows  me 
but  half  a  real  a  day  for  each  of  these  men ;  what  can  I  do  ? 
It  is  he  that  is  to  blame ;  I  am  shocked  every  time  I  bring 
them  this  scanty  pittance,  though  even  that  could  not  be 
provided  for  the  money  he  gives  them/' 

We  from  this  time  lived  much  better,  and  the  soldier 
brought  us  even  wine  and  frbit.  We  took  it  for  granted 
that  our  case  had  been  represented  to  the  governor,  aiiA 
that  he  had  increased  our  pay.  As  to  the  first,  we  were 
right  in  our  conjectures;  it  had  been  mentioned  to  him, 
that  it  was  impossible  we  could  subsist  on  what  he  allowed ; 
and  his  answer  to  it  was,  that  we  might  starve,  for  we 
should  have  no  more  from  him,  and  that  he  believed  he 
should  never  be  repaid  even  that.  This  charitable  speech 
of  the  governor  was  made  known  everywhere,  and  now  al- 
most every  one  who  came  to  see  us  gave  us  something ; 
even  the  mule-drivers  would  take  out  their  tobacco-pouch, 
in  which  they  kept  their  money,  and  give  us  half  a  real. 
All  this  we  would  have  given  to  our  soldier,  but  he  never 
would  receive  a  farthing  from  us,  telling  us  we  might  still 
tvant  it;  and  the  whole  lime  we  were  there,  which  was 
some  weeks,  he  laid  aside  half  his  daily  pay  to  supply  us, 
though  he  had  a  wife  and  six  children,  nnd  never  could 
have  thie  least  hope  or  expectation  of  any  recompencCr 
However,  two  years  after  this  I  hud  the  singular  pleasure 
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of  making  him  lome  return,  when  my  circurastaiwei  were 
much  better  thiin  bis. 

One  niffht,  when  we  were  locked  up,  there  happened  a 
dreadful  ifiock  of  an  earthquake.  We  expected  every  mo- 
ment the  roof  and  walls  of  our  prison  to  fall  in  upon  us  and 
crush  us  to  pieces ;  and  what  added  to  the  horror  of  it  was, 
the  noise  of  chains  and  imprecations  in  the  next  prison 
which  joined  to  ours,  where  there  were  near  seventy  felons 
heavily  loaded  with  irons,  who  are  kept  here  to  work  upon 
the  fortifications,  as  in  other  countries  they  are  condemned 
to  the  gallies.  A  few  days  after  this,  we  were  told  an  order 
was  come  from  the  president  to  the  governor  to  send  us  up 
to  St  Jago,  which  is  ninety  miles  from  Valparaiso,  and  is 
the  capital  of  Chili.  There  were  at  this  t^ne  several  ship* 
in  the  port  from  lima  delivering  their  cargoes,  so  that  aN 
most  every  day  there  were  large  droves  of  mules  going  up 
to  St  Jago  with  the  goods.  The  eovemor  sent  for  one  of 
the  master  carriers,  and  <Nrdered  nim  to  take,  us  up  with 
him.  The  man  asked  him  how  he  was  to  be  paid  our  ex- 
pences,  as  he  should  be  five  days  upon  the  road.  The  go- 
vernor told  him  he  might  gel  that  as  he  could,  for  he  would 
not  advance  him  a  single  farthing. 

After  taking  leave  ot  our  friendly  soldier,  who  even  now 
brought  us  some  little  matters  to  carry  with  us,  we  set  out, 
and  travelled  about  fourteen  miles  the  first  day,  and  laj  alt 
night  in  the  open  fi«ld,  which  is  always  the  custom  of  teod^ 
people,  stopping  where  there  is  plenty  of  pasture  and  good 
water  for  the  mules.  The  next  morning  we  passed  over  a 
hiffb  mountain  called  Zapata ;  and  then  crossing  a  lares 
plam,  we  passed  aneither  mountain,  very  difficult  for  the 
mules»who  each  carried  two  heavy  bates:  There  Wbre  above 
an  hundred  in  Ibis  drove.  The  mules  of  Chili  are  the  finest 
in  the  world;  and  though  they  are  continually  upon  th« 
road,  and  have  nothing  but  what  they  pick  up  at  night, 
they  are  as  fat  and  sleek  as  high>fed  horses  in  England. 
The  fourth  night  we  lay  upon  a  plain  in  sight  of  St  Jago, 
and  not  above  four  leagues  from  it. 

The  next  day,  as  we  moved  towards  the  city,  our  master- 
carrier,  who  was  naturally  well-disposed,  and  had  been  very 
kind  to  us  all  the  way  upon  the  road,  advised  me,  very  se- 
riously, not  to  think  of  remaining  in  St  Jago,  where  he  said 
there  was  nothing  but  extravagance,  vice,  and  fully,  but  to 
proceed  on  with  them  as  mule«driver,  whicbi  be  said,  I 
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should  toon  be  very  expert  at ;  and  that  they  led  an  iono* 
cent  and  happy  life,  far  preferable  to  any  ei^oyment  luch 
a  great  city  as  that  before  us  eould  afford.  I  thanked  him, 
and  told  him  1  was  very  much  obliged  to  him,  but  that  i 
would  try  the  city  first,  and  if  I  did  not  like  it,  I  would  ac« 
cept  of  the  offer  he  was  so  good  as  to  make  me.  Th« 
thing  that  gave  him  this  hiffh  opinion  of  me  was,  that  as 
he  had  been  so  civil  to  us,  f  was  very  officious  in  assisting 
to  drive  in  those  mules  that  strayed  from  the  rest  upon 
those  larffe  plains  we  passed  over;  and  this  I  thought  was 
the  least  1  could  do  towards  making  some  returns  for  the 
obligations  we  were  under  to  him. 

When  we  got  into  St  Jago,  the  carrier  delivered  us  to 
the  captain  of  the  guard  at  the  palace  gate,  and  he  soon 
after  introduced  us  to  the  president*  Don  Joseph  Manso, 
who  received  us  very  civilly,  and  then  sent  us  to  the  house 
where  Captain  Cheap  and  Mr  Hamilton  were.  We  found 
them  extremely  well  lodeed  at  the  hou»e  of  a  Scotch  phy- 
lician,  whose  name  was  Don  Patricio  Gedd.  This  gentle* 
man  hftd  been  a  lon|{  time  in  this  oitv,  and  was  ^eatly  es* 
teemed  by  the  Spaniards,  as  well  for  his  abilities  m  his  pro- 
fession as  his  humane  disposition.  He  no  sooner  heard 
that  there  were  four  EngUsn  prisoners  arrived  in  that  coun- 
trj^,  than  he  waited  upon  the  president,  and  begged  they 
might  be  lodged  at  his  house.  This  ras  eranted/and  had 
we  been  his  own  brothers  we  could  not  have  met  with  « 
more  friendly  reception;  and  during  two  vears  that  we 
were  with  him,  his  constant  study  was  to  make  every  thing 
as  agreeable  to  us  as  possible.  We  were  greatly  distressed 
to  think  of  the  expence  he  was  at  upon  our  account,  but  it 
was  in  vain  for  us  to  argue  with  him  about  it.  In  short,  to 
sum  up  his  character  in  a  few  wordsf  there  never  was  a  man 
of  more  extensive  humanity. 

Two  or  three  days  after  our  arrival,  the  president  sent 
Mr  Campbell  and  me  an  invitation  to  dine  with  him,  where 
we  were  to  meet  Admiral  Pisarro  and  all  his  officers.  This 
was  a  cruel  stroke  upon  us,  as  we  had  not  any  clothes  fit  to 
appear  in,  und  dared  not  refuse  the  invitation.  The  next 
day,  a  Spanish  officer  belonging  to  Admiral  Pizarro's  squa- 
dron, whose  name  was  Don  Manuel  de  Guiror,  came  and 
made  us  an  offer  of  two  thousand  dollars.  This  generous 
Spaniard  made  this  offer  without  any  view  of  ever  being  re- 
paid, but  purely  out  of  a  compassionate  motive  of  relieving 
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«•  in  our  pr«iCRt  diilrcM.  We  relumed  hiiti  all  the  acknow- 
ledgraenU  hit  uncommon  u«<>neroui  behaviour  merited,  and 
accented  of  six  hundred  dollars  only,  upon  hit  receiving 
•ur  draught  for  that  turn  upon  the  English  consul  at  lis- 
i>on.  We  now  got  ourselves  decently  clothed  after  the 
-Spanish  fashion,  and  as  ive  were  upon  our  parole,  we  went 
«ut  where  we  pleased  to  divert  ourselves. 

This  city  is  situated  in  about  39  degrees  and  SO  minutes 
•oulh  latitude,  at  the  west  foot  of  the  immense  chain  of 
mountains  called  the  Cordilleras.  It  stands  on  a  most  beau- 
titul  plain  of  above  thirty  leagues  extent,  it  was  founded 
by  Don  Pedro  de  Ualdivia,  the  conqueror  of  Chili.  The 
plutiof  it  was  marked  out  by  him,  in  squares,  like  Limaj 
and  almost  every  house  b<;longing  to  people  of  any  fashion 
has  a  large  court  before  il,  with  great  gates,  and  a  garden 
behind.  There  is  a  little  rivulet,  neatly  faced  with  stone, 
runs  through  every  street,  by  which  they  can  cool  the 
streets  or  water  their  gardens  when  they  please.  The  whole 
town  is  extremely  well  paved.  Their  gardens  are  full  of 
noble  orange-trees  and  floripondies,  with  all  sort  of  flowers, 
which  perfume  the  houses  and  even  the  whole  city.  Much 
about  the  middle  of  it  is  the  great  square,  called  the  Placa 
Real,  or  the  Royal  Square ;  there  are  eight  avenues  lead- 
ing into  it.  The  west  side  contains  the  cathedral  and  the 
bishop's  palace;  the  nortli  sid"  is  the  president's  palace, 
the  royal  court,  the  council  house,  and  the  prison;  the 
south  side  is  a  row  of  piaszas,  the  whole  lenzth  of  which 
are  shops,  and  over  it  a  gallery  to  .;ee  the  bull-Bghts;  the 
east  flide  has  some  large  houses  belonging  to  people  of  dis- 
tinction, and  in  the  middle  is  a  large  fountain  with  a  brass 
bason.  The  bouses  have,  in  general,  only  a  ground  floor, 
upon  aeooant  of  the  frequent  earthquakes ;  but  they  make 
a  handsome  appearance.  I'he- churches  are  rich  in  gilding 
as  well  as  in  plate  :  That  of  the  Jesuits  is  reckoned  an  ex- 
ceeding good  piece  of  architecture,  but  it  is  much  too  high 
built  for  a  country  so  subject  to  earthquakes,  and  where  it 
has  frequently  happened  that  thousands  of  people  have  been 
swallowed  up  at  onre. 

I'here  is  a  hill,  or  rather  high  rock,  at  the  east  end  of 
the  city,  called  St  Lucia,  fiom  the  top  of  which  vou  have 
a  view  of  all  the  city  and  the  counli7  about  ror  many 
leagues,  affording  a  very  delightful  landscape.  Their  es- 
tancias,  or  country  houses,  are  very  pleasant,  having  gene- 
rally 
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rally  a  fine  grove  of  olive  trees,  with  lerge  vineyards  to. 
them.  The  Chili  wine,  in  my  opinion,  ii  full  as  good  as 
Madeira,  and  made  in  such  quantities  that  it  is  spld  ex- 
tremely cheap.  The  soil  of  this  country  is  so  fertile,  that 
the  husbandmen  have  very  1  ttle  trouble,  for  they  do  but  in 
a  manner  scratch  up  the  ground,  and  without  any  kind  of 
maaure  it  yields  an  hundred  fold.  Without  doubt  the  wheat 
of  Chili  is  the  finest  in  the  world,  and  the  fruits  are  all  ex- 
cellent in  their  kinds.  Beef  and  mutton  are  so  cheap,  that 
ou  may  have  a  good  cow  for  three  dollars,  and  a  fat  sheep 
or  two  shillings.  Their  horses  are  extraordinary  good ; 
and  though  some  of  them  go  at  a  great  price,  you  may 
have  a  very  good  one  for  four  dollars,  or  about  eighteen 
■hillings  of  our  money. 

It  must  be  a  very  poor  Indian  who  has  not  his  four  or 
five  horses ;  and  there  are  no  better  horsemen  in  the  world 
than  the  Chileans,  and  that  is  not  surprising,  for  they  never 
chuse  to  go  a  hundred  yards  on  foot.  They  have  always 
their  laco  fixed  to  their  saddle  :  the  laco  is  a  long  thong  of 
leather,  at  the  end  of  which  they  n^ake  a  sliding  noose.  It 
is  of  more  general  use  to  them  than  any  weapon  whatever, 
for  with  this  they  are  sure  of  catching  either  horse  or  wild 
bull,  upon  full  gallop,  by  any  foot  they  please*  llieir  horses, 
are  all  trained  to  this,  and  the  moment  they  find  the  thong, 
straitened,  as  the  other  end  is  always  made  fast  to  the  saddle,, 
the  horse  immediately  turns  short,  and  throwing  the  beast 
thus  caueht,  the  huntsman  wounds  or  secures  him  in  what 
manner  he  thinks  proper.  These  people  are  so  dexterous* 
that  they  will  take  from  the  sround  a  glove  or  handkerchief 
while  their  horse  is  upon  full  stretch ;  and  I  have  seen  them 
jump  upon  the  back  of  the  wildest  bull,  and  all  the  efforts 
of  the  beast  could  not  throw  them.  This  country  produces 
all  sorts  of  metals  ;  it  is  famous  for  gold,  silver,  iron,  tin, 
lead,  and  quicksilver ;  but  some  of  these  they  do  not  un- 
derstand working,  especially  quicksilver.  With  copper  they 
supply  all  Peru,  and  send  likewise  a  great  deal  to  Europe. 

The  climate  of  Chili  is,  I  believe,  the  finest  in  the  world. 
What  they  call  their  winter  does  not  last  three  months,  and 
even  that  is  very  moderate,  as  may  be  imagined  by  their 
manner  of  building,  for  they  have  no  chimneys  in  their 
houses.  All  the  rest  of  the  year  is  delightful,  for  though, 
from  ten  or  eleven  in  the  morning  till  five  in  the  afternoon, 
it  is  very  hot,  yet  the  evenings  and  mornings  are  very  cool 
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and  pleasant ;  and  in  the  hottest  time  of  the  year^  it  is  front 
six  in  the  evening  till  two  or  three  in  the  morning  that  the 
people  of  this  country  meet  to  divert  themselves  with  mu- 
sic and  other  entertainments,  at  which  there  is  plenty  of 
cooling  liquors,  as  they  are  well  supplied  with  ice  from  the 
neighbouring  Cordilleras.  At  these  assemblies  many  in- 
trigues are  carried  on :  for  they  think  of  nothing  else 
throughout  the  year. 

Their  fandangoes  are  very  agreeable ;  the  women  dance 
inimitably  well,  and  very  gracefully.  They  are  all  born 
with  an  ear  for  music,  and  most  of  them  have  delightful 
voices,  and  all  play  upon  the  guitar  and  harp.  The  latter, 
at  first,  appears  a  very  awkward  instrument  for  a  woman^ 
yet  that  prejudice  is  soon  got  over,  and  they  far  excel  any 
other  nation  upon  it.  They  are  extremely  complaisant  and 
polite ;  and  wnen  asked  either  to  play,  dance,  or  sing,  they 
do  it  without  a  moment's  hesitation,  and  that  with  an  ex- 
ceeding good  grace.  They  have  many  figure-dances,  but 
what  they  take  most  delight  in,  are  more  like  our  hornpfpes 
than  any  thing  else  I  can  compare  them  to;  and  upon 
these  occasions  they  shew  surprismg  activity.  The  women 
are  remarkably  handsome,  and  very  extravagant  in  their 
dress.  Their  hair,  which  is  as  thick  as  is  possible  to  be 
conceived,  they  wear  of  a  vast  length,  without  any  other, 
ornament  upon  the  head  than  a  few  flowers;  they  plait  it 
behind  in  four  plaits,  and  twist  them  round  a  bodkin,  at 
each  end  of  which  is  a  diamond  rose.  Their  shifts  are  all 
over  lace,  as  is  a  little  tight  waistcoat  they  wear  over  them* 
Their  petticoats  are  open  before,  and  lap  over,  and  have 
commonly  three  rows  of  very  rich  lace  of  gold  or  silver.  In 
winter,  they  have  an  upper  waistcoat  of  cloth  of  gold  or 
silver,  and  in  summer,  of  the  finest  linen,  covered  all  over 
with  the  finest  Flanders  lace.  The  sleeves  of  these  are  im- 
mensely wide.  Over  all  this,  when  the  air  is  cool,  they  have 
a  mantle,  which  is  only  of  bays,  of  the  finest  colours,  round 
which  there  is  abundance  of  lace.  When  they  go  abroad, 
they  wear  a  veil,  which  is  so  contrived  that  one  eye  is  only 
seen.  Their  feet  are  verv  small,  and  they  value  themselves 
as  much  upon  it  as  the  Chinese  do.  Their  shoes  are  pink- 
ed and  cut ;  their  stockings  silk,  with  gold  and  silver  cloaks; 
and  they  love  to  have  the  end  of  an  embroidered  garter 
hang  a  little  below  the  petticoat.  Their  breasts  and  should- 
ers are  very  naked ;  and,  indeed,  you  may  easily  discern 
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their  whole  shape  by  their  manner  of  dress.  They  have 
fine  sparkling  eyes,  ready  wit,  a  great  deal  of  good  nature, 
and  a  strong  disposition  to  gallantry. 

By  the  description  of  one  house  you  have  an  idea  of  all 
the  rest.  You  first  come  into  a  large  court,  on  one  side  of 
which  is  the  stable :  you  then  enter  a  hall ;  on  one  side  of 
that  is  a  large  room,  about  twenty  feet  wide,  and  near  forty 
feet  long :  that  dide  next  the  window  is  the  estrado,  which 
runs  the  whole  length  of  the  room.  The  estrado  is  a  plat- 
form, raised  about  five  or  six  inches  above  the  floor,  and  is 
covered  with  carpets  and  velvet  cushions  for  the  women  to 
sit  on,  which  they  do,  after  the  Moorish  fashion,  cros^-leg- 
ged>  The  chairs  for  the  men  are  covered  with  printed  lea- 
ther. At  the  end  of  the  estrado,  there  is  an  alcove,  where 
the  bed  stands;  and  there  is  always  a  vast  deal  of  the 
sheets  hanging  out,  with  a  profusion  of  lace  to  them,  and 
the  same  on  the  pillows.  They  have  a  false  door  to  the  al- 
cove, which  sometimes  is  very  convenient.  Besides,  there 
are  generally  two  other  rooms,  one  within  another,  and  the 
kitchen  and  other  offices  are  detached  from  the  house,  either 
at  one  side,  or  at  the  end  of  the  garden. 
'  The  ladies  are  fond  of  having  their  Mulatto  female  slaves 
dressed  almost  as  well  as  th'emselves  in  everv  respect,  ex- 
cepting jewels,  in  which  they  indulge  themselves  to  the  ut- 
most extravagance.  Paraguay  tea,  which  they  call  matte, 
as  I  mentioned  before;  is  always  drunk  twice  a  day  :  this  is 
brought  upon  a  large  silver  salver,  with  four  legs  raised 
upon  it,  to  receive  a  little  cup  made  out  of  a  small  calabash 
or  gourd,  and  tipped  with  silver.  They  put  the  herb  first 
into  this,  and  add  what  sugar  they  please,  and  a  little  orange 
juice;  and  then  pour  hot  water  on  them,  and  drink  it  im- 
mediately through  the  conveyance  of  a  long  silver  tube,  at 
the  end  of  which  there  is  a  round  strainer,  to  prevent  the 
herb  getting  through.  And  here  it  is  reckoned  a  piece  of 
politeness  for  the  lady  to  suck  the  tube  two  or  three  times 
first,  and  then  give  it  the  stranger  to  drink  without  wiping  it. 

They  eat  every  thing  so  highly  seasoned  with  red  pepper, 
that  those  who  are  not  used  to  it,  upon  the  first  mouthful 
would  imagine  their  throats  on  fire  for  an  hour  afterwards ; 
and  it  is  a  common  custom  here,  though  you  have  the 
greatest  plenty  at  your  own  table,  to  have  two  or  three 
Mulatto  girls  come  in  at  the  time  you  dine,  bringing,  in  a 
little  silver  plate,  s6me  of  these  high-seasoned  ragouts,  with 
t  a  compl  ixse 
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A  cdrnpliment  from  Donna  8uch-a-one>  \irho  desires  you  wtU 
eat  a  little  bit  of  what  she  has  sent  you,  which  must  be 
done  before  her  Mulatto's  face.  Or  it  would  be  deemed  a 
great  affront.  Had  this  been  the  fashion  at  Chiloe,  we 
should  never  have  offended  ;  but  sometimes  here  we  could 
)iave  wished  this  ceremony  omitted. 

The  president  never  asked  any  of  us  a  second  time  to  his 
table.  He  expected  us  once  a  fortnight  to  Le  at  his  levee, 
tvhich  we  never  failed,  and  he  always  received  us  very  po- 
litely. He  was  a  man  of  a  very  amiable  character,  ancl 
much  respected  by  every  body  in  Chili,  and  some  time  af? 
(ef  we  left  tha^ ^country  was  appoii^ted  viceroy  o^  Pejru. 
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Jficomt  of  the  Bull  Feasts  and  other  Amusements^-^Occurt 

fences  auring  marly  two  Years  Residence. — In  Deumber^ 

174<4,  we  embark  for  Europe  in  the  Jjys  French  Frigate,-^ 

The  Vessel  leaky. — Dangerous  Voyage, — Narrow  Escape 

from  English  Cruixers. — Arrival  in  England.'^  Conclusion* 

We  had  leave,  whenever  we  asked  it,  to  make  an  excur- 
tipn  into  the  country  for  ten  or  twelve  days  at  a  time,  which 
we  did  sometimes  to  a  very  pleasant  spot  belonging  to  Don 
Joseph  Dunose,  a  French  gentleman,  and  a  very  sensible 
well-bred  man,  who  had  married  a  very  agreeable  lady  at 
St  Jago,  with  a  good  fortune.  We  also  sometimes  had  iux^ 
vitaliuns  from  the  Spaniards  to  their  country  houses.  We 
had  a  numerous  acquaintance  in  the  city,  and  in  general 
received  many  civjlities  from  the  inhabitants.  There  are  a 
great  many  people  of  fashion,  and  very  good  families  from 
Old  Spain  settled  here.  A  lady  lived  next  door  to  us, 
whose  name  was  Donna  Francisca  Giron ;  and  as  my  name 
sounded  sopnething  like  it,  she  would  have  it  that  we  were 
parientes.  She  had  a  daughter,  a  very  fine  young  woman, 
ivho  both  played  and  sung  remarkably  well :  she  was  reck*? 
pnisd  the  finest  voice  in  St  Jago,   They  saw  ft  great  deal  of 
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company,  a&d  we  were  welcome  to  her  house  whenever  we 
pleased.  We  were  a  long  time  in  this  country,  but  we 
passed  it  very  agreeably.  The  president  alone  goes  with 
four  horses  to  his  coach ;  buttbft4:ommoD  vehicle  here  is 
a  calash,  or  kind  of  vis-a-vis,  drawn  by  one  mule  only. 

Bull'^feasts  are  a  common  diversion  here,  and  surpass  any 
thing  of  that  kind  I  ever  saw  at<Lisbon>  or  any  where  else. 
Indeed,  it  is  amazing  to  see  the  activity  and  dexterity  of 
those  wbo  attack  the  bulls.  It  is  alway8<ione  here.by  those 
only  who  follow  it  as  a  trade,  for  it  is  too  dangerous  to  be 
practised  as  a  diversion  ;  as  a  proof  of  which,  it  is  found, 
that  though  some  may  haid  out  longer  than  others,  there 
are  few  who  constantly  practise  it  that  die  a  natural  death. 
The  bulls  are  always  tlie  wildest  that  can  be  bnought  in 
from  the  mountains  ot  forests,  and  have  nothing  on  their 
horns  to  prevent  their  piercing  a  man  at  the  firstiStrokei  as 
they  have  at  Lisbon.  I  have  seen  a  man,  when  thejbull 
came  at  him  with  the  utmost  fury,  spring  directly  over  the 
beast's  head,  and  perform  this,  feat  several  times,  and  al^jktst 
jump  on  his  back,  and  there  sit  a  considerable  <ii«i(By  the 
bull  the  whole  time  attempting  every  means  to  throw  him. 
But  though  this  practitioner  was  8UCces8Ciil,;«fevefal  acci- 
dents happened  while  i  was  there.  The  ladies,  at  these 
feasts,  are  always  dressed  as ^ne  as  possible;  and,  I  ima- 
gine, go  j'ather  to  be  admired  than  to  receive  any  amuse- 
ment from  a  sight  that  one  should  think  would  give  them 
pain. 

Another  amusement  for  the  ladies  here,  are  the  nights  of 
their  great  processions,  when  they  go  out  veiled;  and  in 
that  dress,  they  amuse  themselves  in  tallying  to  people 
much  in  the  manner  that  is  done  at  our  masquerades.  One 
night  in  Lent,  as  I  was  standing  close  to  the  hciises  while 
the  procession  went  by,  and  having  nothing  but  a  thin 
Waistcoat  on  under  my  cloak,  and  happening  to  have  my 
arm  out,  a  lady  came  by,  and  gave  me  a  pinch  with  so  good 
a  will,  that  1  thought  she  had  taken  the  piece  out;  and, 
indeed,  I  carried  the  marks  for  a  long  time  after.  I  durst 
not  take  the  least  notice  of  this  at  the  time,  for  had  1  made 
any  disturbance,  I  should  have  been  knocked  on  the  head. 
This  kind  lady  immediately  after  mixed  with  the  crowd, 
and  I  never  could  And  out  who  had  done  me  that  favour. 
i  have  seen  fifty  or  sixty  penitents  following  these  proces- 
sions; they  wear  a  long  white  garment  with  a  long  train 
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to  it,  and  high  caps  of  the  same,  which  fall  down  before 
and  cover  all  their  faces,  having  only  two  small  holes  for 
their  eyes,  so  that  they  are  never  known.  Their  backs  are 
bare,  and  they  lash  themselves  with  a  cat-o'^nine-tails  till 
the  long  train  behind  is  covered  all  over  with  blood.  Others 
follow  them  with  great  heavy  crosses  upon  their  backs,  so 
that  they  groan  under  the  weight  as  they  walk  barefooted, 
and  often  faint  away.  The  streets  swarm  with  friars  of  all 
the  different  orders.  The  president  has  always  a  guard  at 
his  palace  regularly  clothed.  The  rest  of  their  forces  con- 
sists of  militia,  who  are  numerous. 

All  European  goods  are  very  dear.  English  cloth  of 
fourteen  or  Bfteen  shillings  a  yard,  sells  there  for  ten  or 
eleven  dollars,  and  every  other  article  in  proportion.  We 
found  many  Spaniards  here  that  had  been  taken  by  Com- 
modore Anson,  and  had  been  for  some  time  prisoners  on 
board  the  Centurion.  .  They  all  spoke,  in  the  highest  terms 
of  the  kind  treatment  they  had  received ;  and  it  is  natural 
to  imagine,  that  it  was  chiefly  owing  to  that  laudable  ex- 
ample of  humanity  our  reception  here  was  so  good.  They 
haa  never  had  any  thing  but  privateers  and  buccaneers 
amongst  them  betore,  who  handled  their  prisoners  very 
roughly,  so  that  the  Spaniards  in  general,  both  of  Peru 
and  Chili,  had  the  greatest  dread  of  being  taken  by  the 
English  ;  but  some  of  them  told  us,  that  they  were  so  hap- 
py on  board  the  Centurion,  that  they  should  not  have  been 
sorry  if  the  commodore  bad  taken  them  with  him  to  Eng- 
land. 

After  we  had  been  here  some  time»  Mr  Campbell  chan-> 
ged  his  religion,  and  of  course  left  us.  At  the  end  of  two 
years,  the  president  sent  for  us,  and  informed  us  a  French 
ship  from  Lima,  bound  to  Spain,  had  put  into  Valparaiso, 
and  that  we  should  embark  in  her.  After  taking  leave  of 
our  good  friend  Mr  Gedd,  and  all  our  acquaintance  at  St 
Jago,  we  set  out  for  Valparaiso,  mules  and  a  guide  being 
provided  for  us.  I  had  forgot  to  say  before,  that  Captain 
Cheap  had  been  allowed  by  the  president  six  reals  a  day, 
and  we  had  four  for  our  maintenance  the  whole  time  we 
were  at  St  Jago,  which  money  we  took  up  as  we  wanted  it. 
Our  journey  back  was  much  pleasanter  than  we  found  it 
when  we  were  first  brought  hither,  as  we  had  now  no  mules 
to  drive.  The  first  person  I  met,  upon  our  entrance  into 
Valparaiso,  was  the  poor  soldier  whom  I  mentioned  to 
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have  been  so  kind  to  us  when  we  were  imprisoned  in  the 
fort.  I  now  made  him  a  little  present,  which,  as  it  came 
i|uite  unexpected,  made  him  verj  happy.  We  took  lodg- 
ings till  the  ship  was  ready  to  sail,  and  diverted  ourselves 
as  we  pleased,  having  the  good  fortune,  at  this  time,  to 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  governor  or  his  fort.  The 
town  is  but  a  poor  little  place ;  there  are,  indeed,  a  good 
many  storehouses  built  by  the  water-side  for  the  reception 
of  ffoods  from  the  shipping. 

About  the  SOth  of  Decenber,  1744,  we  embarked  on 
board  the  Lys  frigate,  belonging  to  St  Malo.  She  was  a 
ship  of  four  hundred  and  twenty  tons,  sixteen  guns,  and 
sixty  men.  She  had  several  passengers  on  board,  and 
amongst  the  rest  Don  George  Juan,  a  man  of  very  supe- 
rior abilities,  (and  since  that  time  well  known  in  England) 
who,  with  Don  Antonio  Ulloa,  had  been  several  years  in 
Peru,  upon  a  design  of  measuring  some  degrees  of  the  me- 
lidian  near  the  equator.  We  were  now  bound  to  Concep- 
tion, in  order  to  join  three  other  French  ships  that  were 
likewise  bound  home.  As  this  was  a  time  of  the  year 
when  the  southerly  winds  prevailed  upon  this  coast,  we 
stood  off  a  long  way  to  the  westward,  making  the  island  of 
Juan  Fernandez.  We  did  not  get  into  the  Bay  of  Concept 
tion  till  the  6th  of  January,  1745,  where  we  anchored  at 
Talcaguana,  and  there  found  the  Louis  Erasme,  the  Mar- 
quis d'Antin,  and  the  Delivrance,  the  three  French  ships 
that  we  were  to  accompany.  It  is  but  sixty  leagues  from 
Valparaiso  to  Conception,  though  we  had  been  so  long  ma- 
king this  passage;  but  there  is  no  beating  up,  near  the 
shore,  against  the  southerly  wind,  which  is  the  trade  at  this 
season,  as  you  are  sure  to  have  a  lee-current ;  so  that  the 
quickest  way  of  making  a  passage  is  to  stand  off  a  hundred 
and  twenty  or  thirty  leagues  from  the  land. 

The  Bay  of  Conception  is  a  large  fine  bay,  but  there  are 
several  shoals  in  it,  and  only  two  good  anchoring  places, 
though  a  ship  may  anchor  within  a  quarter  of  a  league  of 
the  town,  but  this  only  in  the  very  fine  months,  as  you  lay 
much  exposed.  The  be^  anchoring-place  is  Talcagilana, 
the  southernmost  neck  of  the  bay,  in  five  or  six  fathom 
water,  good  holding  ground,  and  where  you  are  sheltered 
from  the  northerly  winds.  The  town  has  no  other  defence 
but  a  low  battery,  which  only  commands  the  anchoring- 
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place  before  it.  The  country  is  extremely  pleasant,  and 
affords  the  ereatest  plenty  of  provisions  of  all  kinds.  In 
some  excursions  we  made  daily  from  Talcaguana,  we  saw 
great  numbers  of  very  large  snakes^  but  we  were  told  they 
were  quite  harmless. 

I  have  read  some  former  accounts  of  Chili,  by  the  Je- 
suitsi  Wherein  they  tell  you  that  no  venomous  creature  is  to 
be  fouhd  in  it,  and  that  they  even  made  the  experiment  of 
bringing  bugs  hcrci  which  died  immediately,  but  1  never 
Vroa  m  any  ^ace  that  swarmed  with  them  so  much  as  St 
Jago ;  and  they  have  a  large  spider  there,  whose  bite  is  so 
venomous,  that  1  have  seen  from  it  some  of  the  most  shock- 
ing sights  I  ever  saw  in  my  life ;  and  it  certainly  proves 
mortal,  if  proper  remedies  are  not  applied  itt  time.  I  was 
bnce  bit  by  one  on  the  cheek  whilst  asleep,  and  presently 
after  all  that  part  of  my  face  turned  as  black  as  ink.  I  Was 
cured 'by  the  application  of  a  bluish  kind  of  stoiie  (the 
same,  pei-haps,  they  call  the  serpeiit-stone  in  tbe  Edst  la* 
dies,'  and  Which  is  a  eoinposition.)  The  stone  stuck  fot 
ioine  time  of  itself  on  my  face,  and  dropping  off,  Was  pufc 
inta  milk  till  it  had  digested  the  poison  it  had  extracted, 
and  then  applied  again  till  tbe  pain  abated,  and  I  was  soon 
afterwards  well. 

Whilst  the  ships  remained  at  Conception,  the  people 
were  Employed  in  killing  of  cattle  and  salting  them  for  the 
voyage,  and  every  ship  took  on  board  as  many  bullocks  and 
sheep  as  their  decks  could  well  hold,  and  having  completed 
their  business  here,  they  sailed  the  27th  of  January;  but 
about  eight  days  after  our  ship  sprung  a  very  dangerous 
leak  forward,  but  so  low,  that  there  was  no  possibility  of 
stopping  it  without  returning  into  port,  and  lightening  her 
till  they  could  come  at  it.  Accordingly  we  separated  from 
the  other  ships,  and  made  the  best  of  our  way  for  Valpa- 
taiso,  keeping  all  hands  at  the  pump  night  and  day,  passen- 
gers and  all.  However,  as  it  happened,  this  proved  a  lucky 
circumstance  for  the  Lys,  as  the  three  other  ships  were  ta- 
ken, and  which  certainly  would  have  been  her  fate  likewise 
had' she  kept  cofnpany  with  the  rest.  As  soon  as  we  got 
into  port,  they  ligntened  the  ship  forwards,  and  brought  her 
by  the  stern  till  they  came  at  the  leak,  which  was  soon 
stopped.  They  made  all  the  dispatch  possible  in  comple- 
ting the  water  again.   Whilst  at  Valparaiso,  we  had  one  of 
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the  most  violent  shocks  of  an  earthquake  that  we  had  ever 
felt  yet. 

On  the  first  of  March  we  put  to  sea  again,  the  season 
being  already  far  advanced  for  passing  Cape  Horn.  The 
next  dav  we  went  to  an  allowance  of  a  quart  of  water  a  day 
for  each  man,  which  continued  the  whole  passage.  We 
were  obliged  to  stand  a  long  way  to  the  westward,  and  went 
to  the  norths. \.r:!  of  Juan  Fernandez  above  a  liegreC}  before 
we  had  a  wind  that  we  could  make  any  southing  with.  On 
the  25th,  in  the  latitude  of  46  degrees,  we  met  with  a  vio- 
lent hard  gale  at  west,  which  obliged  us  to  lie-to  under  a 
reefed  mamsail  for  some  days,  and  before  we  got  round  the 
cape,  we  had  many  very  hard  gales,  with  a  prodieious  sea 
and  constant  thick  snow ;  and  after  being  so  long  in  so  de- 
lightful a  climate  as  Chili)  the  cold  was  almost  insupport- 
able. After  doubling  the  cape,  we  got  but  slowly  to  the 
northward ;  and  indeed,  at  the  best  of  times,  the  ship  never 
went  above  six  knots,  for  she  was  a  heavy-going  thing.  On 
the  27th  of  May  we  crossed  the  Line,  when  finding  that  our 
water  was  grown  extremely  short,  and  that  it  would  be  al- 
most impossible  to  reach  Europe  without  a  supply,  it  was 
resolved  to  bear  away  for  Martmico.  On  the  29th  of  June, 
in  the  morning,  we  made  thfe  island  of  Tobago,  and  then 
shaped  a  course' for  Martinico,  and  on  the  first  of  July,  hv 
our  reckonings,  expected  to  see  it,  but  were  disappointed. 
This  was  imputed  to  the  currents,  which,  whether  tney  had 
set  the  ship  to  the  eastward  or  westward,  nobody  could 
tell ;  but,  upon  looking  over  the  charts,  it  was  imagined,  if 
the  current  had  driven  her  to  the  westward,  it  must  have 
been  among  the  Granadillos,  which  was  tb  ought  impossible 
without  seeing  any  of  them,  as  they  are  so  near  together, 
and  a  most  dangerous  place  for  rocks.  It  was  then  con- 
cluded we  were  to  the  eastward,  and  accordingly  we  steer- 
ed S.W.  by  W.;  but  having  run  this  course  for  above  thir- 
ty leagues,  and  no  land  appearing,  it  was  resolved  to  stand 
to  the  northward  till  we  should  gain  the  latitude  of  Porto 
Rico,  and  on  the  4th  in  the  evening  we  made  that  island, 
so  that  it  was  now  certain  the  ship  had  been  hustled  through 
the  Granadillos  in  the  night,  which  was,  without  doubt,  as 
extraordinary  a  passage  as  ever  ship  made. 

It  was  now  resolved  to  go  between  the  islands  of  Porto 
Rico  and  St  Domingo  for  Cape  Francois,  therefore  we  lay- 
to  that  night.  In  the  morning,  we  made  sail  along  shore ; 
'       -  and 
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and  about  ten  o'clock,  as  I  was  walking  the  quarter-deck. 
Captain  Cheap  came  out  of  the  cabin,  and  told  me  he  had 
just  seen  a  beef-barrel  go  by  the  ship,  that  he  was  sure  it 
had  but  lately  been  thrown  overboard,  and  that  he  would 
venture  any  wager  we  saw  an  English  cruizer  before  long 
In  about  half  an  hour  after,  we  saw  two  sail  to  leeward  from 
off  the  quarter-deck,  for  they  kept  no  lOok-out  from  the 
mast-head,  and  we  presently  observed  they  were  in  chace 
of  us.  Th^  French  and  Spaniards  on  board  now  began  to 
grow  a  good  deal  alarmed,  when  it  fell  stark  calm,  but  not 
before  the  ships  had  neared  us  so  much,  that  we  plainly 
discerned  them  to  be  English  men  of  war,  the  one  a  two- 
decker,  the  other  a  twenty-gun  ship.  The  French  had  now 
thoughts,  when  a  breeze  should  spring  up,  of  running  the 
ship  oa  shore  upon  Porto  Rico ;  but  when  they  came  to 
consider  what  a  set  of  banditti  inhabited  that  island,  and 
that  in  all  probability  they  would  have  their  throats  cut  for 
the  sake  of  plundering  the  wreck,  they  were  resolved  to 
take  their  chance,  and  stand  to  the  northward  between  the 
two  islands. 

In  the  evening,  a  fresh  breeze  sprung  up,  and  we  shaped 
a  course  accordingly.  The  two  ships  had  it  presently  after- 
wards, and  neared  us  amazingly  fast.  Now  every  body  on 
board  gave  themselves  up ;  the  officers  were  busy  in  their 
cabins  filling  their  pockets  with  what  was  most  valuable ; 
the  men  put  on  their  best  clothes,  and  many  of  them  came 
to  me  with  little  lumps  of  gold,  desiring  I  would  take  them, 
as  they  said  they  had  much  rather  I  should  benefit  by  them, 
whom  they  were  acquainted  with,  than  those  that  chaced 
them.  I  told  them  there  was  time  enoueh,  though  I  thought 
they  were  as  surely  taken  as  if  the  English  had  been  alrea- 
dy on  board.  A  fine  moonlight  night  came  on,  and  we  ex- 
pected every  moment  to  see  the  ships  alongside  of  us  ;  but 
we  saw  nothing  of  them  in  the  night,  and  to  our  great  as- 
tonishment in  the  morning  no  ships  were  to  be  seen  even 
from  the  mast-head.  Thus  did  tnese  two  cruizers  lose  one 
of  the  richest,  prizes  by  not  chasing  en  hour  or  two  longer. 
There  were  near  two  millions  of  dollars  on  board,  besides  a 
valuable  cargo. 

On  the  eighth,  at  six  in  the  morning,  we  were  off  Cape 
La  Grange ;  and,  what  is  very  remarkable,  the  French  at 
Cape  Francois  told  us  afterwards  that  was  the  only  day  they 
ever  remembered  since  the  war,  that  the  cape  bad  been 
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withoat  one  or  two  English  privateers  cruising  off  it ;  aqd 
but  the  evening  before  two  or  them  had  taken  two  outward- 
bound  St  Domingo-men,  and  had  gone  w!''  them  for  Ja> 
maica,  so  that  this  ship  might  be  justly  esteemed  a  most 
lucky  one.  In  the  afternoon  we  came  to  an  anchor  in 
Cape  Francois  harbour. 

In  this  loner  run  we  had  not  buried  a  single  man,  nor  do 
I  remember  that  there  was  one  sick  the  whole  passage,  but 
at  this  place  many  were  taken  ill,  and  three  or  four  died,  for 
there  is  no  part  of  the  West  Indies  more  unhealthy  than 
this ;  yet  the  country  is  beautiful,  and  extremely  well  culti- 
vated. After  being  here  some  time,  the  governor  ordered 
us  to  wait  upon  him,  which  we  did,  when  he  took  no  more 
notice  of  us  than  if  we  had  been  his  slaves,  never  asking  us 
even  to  sit  down. 

Towards  the  end  of  August,  a  French  squadron  of  five 
men  of  war  came  in,  commanded  by  Monsieur  L'Etandu- 
cre,  who  were  to  convoy  the  trade  to  France.  Neither  he 
nor  his  officers  ever  took  any  kind  of  notice  of  Captain 
Cheap,  though  we  met  them  every  day  ashore.  Que  even- 
ing, as  we  were  goin^  aboard  with  the  captain  of  our  ship, 
a  midshipman  belonging  to  Monsieur  L'Etanducre  jumped 
into  our  boat,  and  ordered  the  people  to  carry  him  on 
board  the  ship  he  belonged  to,  leaving  us  to  wait  upon  the 
beach  for  two  hours  before  the  boat  returned. 

On  the  sixth  of  September,  we  put  to  sea,  in  company 
with  the  five  men  of  war  and  about  fifty  sail  of  merchant- 
men. On  the  eighth,  we  made  the  Cayco  Grande ;  and  the 
next  day  a  Jamaica  privateer,  a  large  fine  sloop,  hove  in 
sight,  keeping  a  little  to  windward  of  the  convoy,  resolving 
to  pick  up  one  or  two  of  them  in  the  night  if  possible. 
This  obliged  Monsieur  I/Etanducre  to  send  a  frigate  to 
speak  to  all  the  convoy,  and  order  them  to  keep  close  to 
him  in  the  night,  which  they  did,  and  in  such  a  manner, 
that  sometimes  seven  or  eight  of  them  were  on  board  one 
another  together,  by  which  they  received  much  damage ; 
and  to  repair  which,  the  whole  squadron  was  obliged  to  lay- 
to  sometimes  for  a  whole  day.  The  privateer  kept  her  sta- 
tion, jogging  on  with  the  fleet.  At  last,  the  commodore 
ordered  two  of  his  best  going  ships  to  chace  her.    She  ap- 

{>eared  to  take  no  notice  of  them  till  they  were  pretty  near, 
ler,  and  then  would  make  sail  and  be  out  of  sight  present- 
ly. 
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]y.    The  chaciog  ihipi  no  sooner  retaraed,  than  the  priva* 
teer  was  in  company  again. 

As  by  this  every  ni^ht  some  accident  happened  to  some 
of  the  convoy  by  keeping  so  close  tosetber,  a  fine  ship  of 
thirty  gonsj  belonging  to  JMarseiUes^Tiauled  out. a  little  to 
windward  of  the  rest  of  the  fleet,  which  L'Ctanducre  per- 
ceiving in  the  morninff,  ordered  the  frigate  to  bring  the 
captain  of  her  on  board  of  him ;  and  then  making  a  signal 
for  all  the  convoy  to  close  to  him,  he  fired  a  ^un,  and  hoist* 
cd  a  red  flag  at  the  ensign  staff,  and  immediately  after  the 
captain  of  the  merchantman  was  run  up  to  the  main-yard- 
arm,  and  from  thence  ducked  three  times.  He  was  thea 
•ent  on  board  his  ship  again,  with  orders  to  keep  bia  co- 
lonrs  flying  the  whole  day,  in  order  to  distinguish  him  from 
the  rest.  We  were  then  told,  that  the  person  who  was 
treated  in  this  cruel  manner  was  a  young  man  of  an  ex- 
ceeding good  family  in  the  south  of  France,  and  likewise  a 
man  of  great  spirit,  and  that  he  would  not  fail  to  call  Mon- 
aienr  L'Etanducre  to  an  account  when  an  opportunity  should 
offer ;  and  the  affair  made  much  noise  in  France  afterwards. 
One  day,  the  ship  we  were  in  happened  to  be  out  of  hec 
station,  by  sailing  so  heavily,  when  the  commodore  made 
the  signal  to  speak  to  our  captain,  who  seemed  frightened 
out  of  his  wits.  When  we  came  near  him,  he  began  with 
the  grossest  abuse*  threatening  our  captain,  that  if  ever  he 
was  out  of  his  station  a^ain,  he  would  serve  him  as  he  had 
done  the  other.  This  rigid  discipline,  however,  preserved 
the  convoy ;  for  thoueh  the  privateer  kept  company  a  Jong 
time,  she  was  not  so  fortunate  as  to  meet  with  the  reward 
of  her  perseverance. 

On  tne  27th  of  October,  in  the  evening,  we  made  Cape 
Ortegal,  and  on  the  Slgt  came  to  an  anchor  in  Brest  road. 
The  Lys,  having  so  valuable  a  cargo  on  board,  was  towed 
into  the  harbour  next  morning,  and  lashed  alongside  one 
of  their  men  of  war.  The  money  was  soon  landed ;  and 
the  officers  and  men,  who  had  been  so  many  years  absent 
from  their  native  country,  were  glad  to  get  on  shore.  No- 
body remained  on  board  but  a  man  or  two  to  look  after  the 
ship,  and  we  three  English  prisoners,  who  had  no  leave  to 
go  ashore.  The  weather  was  extremely  cold,  and  felt  par- 
ticularly so  to  us,  who  had  been  so  long  used  to  hot  cli- 
mates ;  and  what  made  it  still  worse^  we  were  very  thinly 

clad. 


c 

e 


iiWIiJlJlilll' 


«**W" 


Byron's  Narraiive, 


419 


clad.  We  had  neither  fire  nor  candle,  for  they  were  allow* 
ed  on  board  of  no  ihip  in  the  harbour  for  fear  of  accidents^ 
being  close  to  their  magazines  in  the  dock-yard.  Some  of 
the  officers  belonging  to  the  ship  were  so  kind  ai  t«  send  ua 
off  victuals  every  day,  or  we  might  have  starved,  for  Mon> 
sieur  L'lnti  idant  never  sent  us  even  a  message ;  and  though 
there  was  a  very  large  squadron  of  men  of  war  fitting  out 
at  that  time,  not  one  ofhcer  belonging  to  them  ever  came 
near  Captain  Cheap.  From  five  in  the  evening  we  were 
obliged  to  sit  in  the  dark ;  and  if  we  chose  to  have  any  sup- 
per, it  was  necessary  to  place  it  very  near  us  before  that 
time,  or  we  never  could  have  found  it. 

We  had  passed  seven  or  eight  days  in  this  melancholy 
manner,  when  one  morning  a  kind  of  row-galley  cam* 
alongside  with  a  number  of  English  prisoners  belonging  to 
two  large  privateers  the  French  had  taken.  We  were  or- 
dered into  the  same  boat  with  them,  and  were  carried  four 
leagues  up  the  river  to  Landernaw.  At  this  town  we  were 
upon  our  parole,  so  took  the  best  lodgings  we  could  get, 
end  lived  very  well  for  three  months,  when  an  order  came 
from  the  court  of  Spain  to  allow  us  to  return  home  by  the 
first  ship  that  offered.  Upon  this,  hearing  there  was  a 
Dutch  ship  at  Morh.ix  ready  to  sail,  we  took  horses  and 
travelled  to  that  town,  where  we  were  obliged  to  remain  six 
weeks  before  we  had  an  opportunity  of  getting  away.  At 
last  we  agreed  with  the  master  of  a  Dutch  dogger  to  land 
fis  at  Dover,  and  paid  him  beforehand. 

When  we  had  got  down  the  river  into  the  road,  a  French 
privateer  that  was  almost  ready  to  sail  upon  a  cruize,  hail- 
ed the  Dutchman,  and  told  him  to  come  to  an  anchor,  and 
that  if  he  offered  to  sail  before  him  he  would  sink  him. 
This  he  was  forced  to  comply  with,  and  lay  three  days  in 
die  road,  cursing  the  Frenchman,  who  at  the  end  of  that 
time  put  to  sea,  and  then  we  were  at  liberty  to  do  the  same. 
We  had  a  long  uncomfortable  passage.  About  the  ninth 
day,  before  sunset,  we  saw  Dover,  and  reminded  the  Dutch*- 
man  of  his  agreement  to  land  us  there.  He  said  he  would, 
but  instead  of  that  in  the  morning  we  were  off  the  coast  of 
France.  We  complained  loudly  of  this  piece  of  villainy, 
and  insisted  upon  his  returning  to  land  us,  when  an  English 
man  of  war  appeared  to  windward,  and  presently  bore  dowa 
to  us.  She  sent  her  boat  on  board  with  an  officer,  who  in- 
formed us  that  the  ship  he  came  fjrom  was  the  Squirrel, 
commanded  by  Captain  ^asterton.   We  went  on  board  of 
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bcr,  and  Captain  Maiterton  immediately  sent  one  of  the 
cutters  he  had  with  him  to  land  us  at  Dover,  where  we  ar- 
rived that  afternoon,  and  directly  set  out  for  Canterbury 
o|>on  post-horses;  but  Captain  Cheap  was  so  tired  by  the 
time  ne  got  there,  that  he  could  proceed  no  farther  that 
nighi. 

The  next  morninjo;  he  still  found  himself  so  much  fati- 
gued, that  he  could  ride  no  longer ;  therefore  it  was  agreed 
that  he  and  Mr  Hamilton  should  take  a  post-chaise,  and 
that  I  should  ride :  but  here  an  unlucky  difficulty  was 
started,  for  upon  sharing  the  little  money  we  hud,  it  was 
found  to  be  not  sufficient  to  pay  the  charges  to  London ; 
and  my  proportion  fell  so  short,  that  it  was,  by  calculation, 
barely  enough  to  pay  for  horses,  without  a  farthing  for  eat- 
ing a  bit  upon  the  road,  or  even  for  the  very  turnpikes. 
Those  1  was  obliged  to  defraud,  by  riding  as  hard  as  I  could 
through  them  all,  not  paying  the  least  regard  to  the  men, 
who  called  out  to  stop  me.  The  want  of  refreshment  I 
bore  as  well  as  I  could.  ' "  ;  '  ''  '•  '"' 

When  I  got  to  the  Borough,  I  took  a  coach  and  droVe  td 
Marlborough-street,  where  my  friends  hud  lived  when  I 
left  England ;  but  when  I  came  there,  I  found  the  house 
shut  up.  Having  been  absent  so  many  years,  and  in  all 
that  time  never  having  heard  a  word  from  home,  I  knew 
not  who  was  dead  or  who  was  living,  or  where  to  go  next, 
or  even  how  to  pay  the  coachman.  I  recollected  a  linen- 
draper's  shop,  not  far  from  thence,  which  our  family  had 
used.  I  therefore  drove  there  next,  and  making  myself 
known,  they  paid  the  coachman.  I  then  enquired  after  our 
family,  and  was  told  my  sister  had  married  Lord  Carlisle, 
and  was  at  that  time  in  Soho-square.  I  immediately  walk- 
ed to  the  house,  and  knocked  at  the  door ;  but  the  porter 
not  liking  my  figure,  which  was  half  French  half  Spanish, 
with  the  addition  of  a  large  pair  of  boots  covered  with  dirt, 
he  was  going  to  shut  the  door  in  my  face,  but  I  prevailed 
with  him  to  let  me  come  in. 

I  need  not  acquaint  my  readers  with  what  surprise  and 
joy  my  sister  received  me.  She  immediately  furnished  me 
,with  money  sufficient  to  appear  like  the  rest  of  my  coun- 
trymen ;  and  till  that  time  1  could  not  be  properly  said  to 
Jiave  finished  all  the  extraordinary  scenes  which  a  series  of 
unfortunate  adventures  had  kept  me  in  for  the  space  of  five 
years  and  upwards. 

.  A  VOYAGE 


VOYAGE 


TO 


THE  SOUTH-SEAS, 

IN  THE  YEARii  1740,  AMD  1741  : 


COMTAIMIMO 

A  fuithrul  Narrativi  of  the  Lots  of  hit  Majedy's  Ship  the 
Waokk,  CD  a  desolate  Island  in  the  Latitude  47  South,  Lon> 
citude  81 :  4()  West  t  With  the  Proceedinss  and  Conduct  of 
tne  Officers  and  Crew,  and  the  Hardships  tney  endured  in  the 
said  Island  for  the  Space  of  five  Months ;  their  bold  Attempt 
for  Liberty,  in  coasting  the  Southern  Part  of  the  vast  Heeion 
of  Patagonia ;  settins  out  with  upwards  of  eighty  Souls  in  their 
Boats;  the  Lois  ot  the  Cutter;  their  Passage  through  the 
Streighta  of  Magellan ;  an  Account  of  their  Manner  of  Living 
in  the  Voyage  on  Seals,  Wild  Horses,  Dogs,  &c.  and  the  incre- 
dible Hardships  they  frequently  underwent  for  want  of  Food  of 
any  Kind ;  a  Description  of  the  several  Places  where  they 
touched  in  the  Streignts  of  Masellan,  with  an  Account  of  the 
Inhabitants,  &c.  and  their  safe  Arrival  to  the  Brazil,  after  sail- 
ing one  thourand  Leagues  in  a  Long-boat;  their  Reception 
from  the  Portuguese ;  an  Account  of  the  Disturbances  at  Rio 
Grand ;  their  Arrival  at  Rio  Janeiro ;  their  Passage  and  Usage 
on  board  a  Portuguese  Ship  to  Lisbon ;  and  their  Return  to 
England. 

Interspersed  with  many  entertaining  and  li  'ous  Observations, 
not  taken  Notice  of'^by  Sir  Join  .^.trborough,  or  any  other 
Journalist. 


JE 


The  Whole  compiled  by  Persons  conce-  tied  in  the  Facts  related,  viz. 

John  Bulkeley  am»  John  Cummins, 
Late  Gunner  and  Carpenter  of  the  Wager. 

-I 
Bold  xuerc  the  Men  tvho  on  the  Ocean Jirst 
Spread  the  new  Sails,  tvhen  Shipvireck  was  the  xuorstg 
More  Dangers  now  from  Man  alone  uoejind. 
Than  from  the  Rocks,  the  Billouis,  and  the  Wind.  Waller.* 

*  In  reprinting  this  very  curious  and  scarce  Narrative,  we  have  thougiit 
it  proper  to  adhere  to  the  orthography  and  contractions  of  the  original 
throughout.  The  former  are  little  dinerent  from  the  present  standard,  and 
tlic  latter  cannot  give  any  trouble  to  the  reader.  Altogether,  this  is  a  com- 
position not  without  merit  sufficient  to  warrant  its  being  preserved. — £. 
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EDWARD  VERNON,  Es<4. 


:  ft. 
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Vice-Admieal  of  thb  Blue,  &c«      ^J;^  ^."j^ 


'*»u  4:;;vi'f'^r'*''-'''T  ^j'af* '■  '■  "U  '■(/■t  'YUM-';:  :  i  T,!'  •'■fi-il  , io i^ , j'r y* 5^/ 


V 


■.  K 


■.;  Jt-i 


g^K  ?,'.  ftr. iJi  .■.■H'v'i*>*>*Ha  lu' "aiinVfi''.  ;ti 

Wb  inve  preamned  to  put  the  following  ibeeti  nndet 
your  protection,  tliougli  we  have  not  tlie  honour  of  beings 
BersonaUy  known  to  yon,  nor  have  applied  to  yon  fo^  the 
liberty  of  usine  your  odebrated  name  on  this  occasion. 

As  this  book  is  a  faith  &il  extract  from  the  journals  of 
two  British  seamen,  late  oflHoers  in  his  majesty  s  navy,  we 
thought  we  could  not  more  propo-ly  dedicate  it  than  to  a 
British  Admiral. 

We  know  yomr  detestation  of  flattery ;  and  yon  know, 
from  kmr  experience,  that  a  British  seaman  hath  a  spirit 
too  brave  to  stoop  to  so  degienerate  a  practice. 

The  folbwiog  pages,  we  hope,  will  recommend  themit 
selves  to  you,  becaase  they  are  written  in  a  plain  maritime 
style,  fttid  votd  of  partialitjr  and  prejudice.  '    ' '    , 

The  distresses  ineotioaed  in  biis  book  have  perhaps  not 
been  equaiied  in  oar  age;  and  we  question  whether  any 
navigators  living  have,  tor  so  long  a  continuance,  suiiered 
such  variety  of  hardships,  as  the  unfortunate  people  of  the 
Wager, 

After  surviving  the  loss  of  the  ship,  and  combating  with 
famine  and  innumerable  difficulties,  a  remnant  of  us  are 
returned  to  our  native  country;  but  even  here  we  are  still 
unfortunat«,  destitute  of  employment,  almost  without  sup- 
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port,  or  any  prospect  of  l>eing  restored  to  our  stations,  till 
some  important  questions  are  decided,  which  cannot  he 
cleared  up  till  the  arrival  of  our  late  captain,  or  at  least  the 
commodore. 

We,  six,  who  present  you  with  this  book,  have  been  se- 
veral years  in  the  navy,  and  thought  ourselves  well  ac- 
Suainted  with  its  laws  and  discipline,  and  have  many  certi- 
cates  to  produce,  that  we  have  always  acted  in  obedience 
to  command ;  but  the  proceedings  of  the  officers  and  peo- 
ple, since  the  loss  of  the  ship,  are  reckoned  so  dark  and  in- 
tricate, that  we  know  not  what  to  expect,  nor  what  will  be 
the  result  of  our  superiors  determination. 

The  only  consolation;  we  have  in  our  present  anxiety,  is 
placed  in  a  confidence  of  the  unbiassed  integrity,  justice, 
and  humanity  of  the  right  honourable  peraons  who  will  one 
day  determine  for  or  against  us. 

When  you  read  our  account  of  the  affair,  youll  find  the 
facts  impartially  related,  the  whole  narrative  written  with* 
out  the  least  shadow  of  prejudice  or  malice,  and  no  more 
in  favour  of  ourselves,  than  of  the  other  officers  concerned : 
We  stand  dt  fall  by  the  truth ;  if  truth  will  not  support  us, 
npthing  can. 

In  our  voyage  from  the  Brazil  to  Lisbon,  we  were  ob- 
liged to  you  for  the  generous  treatment  we  met  with  from» 
an  enemy,  a  subject  of  Spain,  a  person  of  distinction,  and 
a  passenger  in  the  same  ship :  your  virtues  have  procured 
you  the  esteem  even  of  your  enemies. 

Your  zeal  for  the  national  service  deserves  the  love  of 
every  honest  Briton  r.  to  leave  an  abundant  fortune,  your 
£amuy,  and  your  country,  to  hazard  your  life  in  the  most 
perilous  expeditions,  nith  no  c'i  er  motive  than  to  retrieve 
the  honour  of  the  nathn,  shows  the  spirit  of  a  true  British 
hero,  and  deserves  the  highest  commend ationsk 

That  you,  sir,  may  never  deviate  from  your  integritj^ 
but  continue  a  terror  to  the  enemies  of  Britain,  an  honour 
to  his  majesty's  service,  and  an  ornament  to  your  country, 
are  the  sincere  wishes  of. 

Honourable  Sir, 

Your  most  dutiful, 
,:    ;  ^  :    And  most  obedient 

,  i,.    .  Humble  Servants, 

John  BuLKBLEY, 
John  Cummins. 
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As  aiv  Introduction,  we  think  proper  [to  acquaint  the 
reader  with  our  reasons  for  causing  the  following  sheets  to 
be  made  public  to  the  world.  The  chief  motive  which  in« 
duced  us  to  this  task,  was  to  clear  our  characters,  which 
have  been  exceedingly  blemished  by  persons  who,  (next  to 
Heaven)  owe  the  preservation  of  their  lives  to  our  skill  and 
indefatigable  c^'^ ;  and  who  having  an  opportunity  of  arri« 
ving  before  1.3  '  -<  England,  have  endeavoured  to  raise  their 
reputation  oii  in  of  ours. 

It  will  app  ■-■■   ^  the  reader,  on  perusal  of  the  following 

Eage»,  that  this  journal  was  attempted  to  be  taken  from  us 
y  violence  at  Kio  Janeiro ;  that  we  have  preserved  it  at 
the  hazard  of  our  lives ;.  that  there  was  no  journal  kept  af- 
ter the  loss  of  the  ship,  by  any  officers  but  ourselves ;  and 
if  we  had  not  been  careful  in  making  remarks  on  each  day's 
transactions,  persons  must  have  continued  in  the  dark,  in 
relation  to  all  the  subsequent  proceedings. 

It  is  a  very  usual  thing  to  publish  voyages,  especially 
when  the  navigators  have  met  with  any  extraordinary 
events.  We  believe  pur  expedition,  though  it  was  not  a 
secret,  is  allowed  to  be  aiv  extraordinary  one,  consequently 
attended  with  extraordinary  events:  Indeed,  while  the 
commodore  was  with  us,  every  thing  went  well ;  but  when 
the  squadron  separated,  things  began  to>bave  a  new  face ; 
After  the  loss  or  the  Wager,  there  was  a  general  disorder 
and  confusion  among  the  people,  who  were  now  no  longer 
implU:itly  obedient.  There  were  two  seamen  particularly, 
who  propagated  this  confusion,  they  said  they  had  suffered 
shipwreck  in  hia  majesty's  ship  the  Biddeford,  and  received 
no  wages  from  the  day  that  the  ship  was  lost;  that  when 
they  were  out  of  pay,  they  looked  upon  themselves  as  their 
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own  masters,  and  no  longer  subjected  to  command.  The 
people,  however,  were  not  altoget)ier  infected,  but  still  con- 
tinued to  pay  a  dutiful  respect  to  their  commander ;  but 
when  the  captain  had  rashly  shot  Mr  Cozens,  (whose  fate 
the  reader  will  fiiid  particularly  related)  they  then  grew  very 
turbulent  and  Mruly  ;  the  captain  dt>-il^  lost  the  love  of  the 
men,  who  wi   .  their  affection  lost  their  duty. 

Our  confining  the  captain  is  thought  an  audacious  and 
nuprecedented  action,  and  our  not  bringing  him  home  with 
us  is  reckoned  worse ;  but  the  reader  will  find  that  neces* 
sity  absolutely  compelled  us  to  act  as  we  did,  and  that  we 
had  sufficient  reasons  for  leaving  him  behind. 

Our  attempt  for  liberty,  in  sailing  to  thie  southward 
through  the  straits  of  Magei)an>  with  such  a  number  of 
people  stowed  in  a  long-boat,  has  been  censured  as  a  ttoA 
undertaking :  Desperate  diseases  require  desperate  Ireme* 
dies;  had  we  gone  to  the  northward,  there  appealed  M 
probability  of  escaping  the  Spaniards^  and  when  wt  ha4 
fallen  into  their  hands,  His  not  Unlikely  but  they  ci^igiit 
have  employed  us  as  drudges  in  dieir  mines  for  life  ;  theri^ 
fore  we  rather  chose  to  encounter  all  difficulties  than  tb  be* 
come  slaves  to  ft  merciless  enSttiy. 

Some  persons  have  objected  against  our  capacity  tot 
keeping  a  journal  of  this  nattite ;  but  several  judgM  df 
maritime  anairs  allow  this  work  to  be  lexact  and  tregulnk'. 
We  think  persons  with  a  cotnnibn  sharie  ojf  u^let^tanding> 
are  capable  of  committing  to  paper  daily  remarks  of  ili!at->- 
ter  worthy  their  observation,  especially  of  fheUs  in  Which 
they  themselves  had  so  large  a  share.  We  <only  r^elate  «uch 
things  as  could  not  possibly  escape  our  kitowledg<e,  and 
w!sal  We  actually  know  to  ble  truife.  We  don't  sfet  up  foif 
naturalists  and  men  of  great  learning,  therefore  h&ve  Avoid- 
ed meddling  with  things  above  oulr  capacity. 

We  are  also  condiemned  by  many  ibr  beirtg  too  btiisy 
and  active  for  pfeirson^  in  our  stations  tliere  'was  a  n^ces- 
sitj^  for  action*  and  a  great  de&l  of  it  too ;  and  had  W6  been 
as  indolent  and  regardiiess  for  the  preselrvation  of  the  peo- 
ple, as  others  who  were  superior  in  command>  thete  would 
not  have  heen  a  single  man  who  was  Shipwrecked  in  tlie 
Wacer,  now  in  England  to  give  any  relation  of  the  matteri. 

The  gentleman  who  commandedf  in  the  knig-boat,  on  hi» 
arrival  before  us  at  Lisbon,  represented  us  to  the  English 
iherchants  in  a  Very  vile  light}  we  «v<^e  even  advised  by 
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8Cime  of  our  friendf  there  not  to  return  to  our  countiv,  lest 
vre  woifld  su^er  death  for  muUDy.  But  vheq  the  gentlemen 
of  the  factory  had  perused  our  journal^  they  found,  if  there 
W^  any  mutiny  in  the  case,  the  very  person  who  accused 
DS  was  the  ringleader  and  chief  mutineer.  We  were  conr 
fident  of  out  own  innocence,  and  determined  to  see  our 
country  at  all  events,  being  positive  that  we  have  acted  to 
tl)e  best  of  oi^r  understandin<;D,  in  all  respects,  for  the  pre- 
servation of  our  lives  and  liberties ;  and  when  our  superiors 
shall  think  proper  to  call  us  to  an  account,  which  we  ex- 
pect will  be  at  the  commodore's  arrival,  we  do  not  doubt 
but  we  shall  clear  ourselves  in  spite  of  all  invidious  reflec- 
Uons  and  malicious  imputations. 

It  has  been  hinted  to  us,  as  if  pablishins  this  journal 
would  give  offence  to  some  persons  of  distmction.  We 
can't  conceive  how  any  transactions  relating  to  the  Wager, 
although  made  ever  so  public,  can  give  offeuce  to  any 
great  man  at  home.  Can  it  be  any  offence  to  tell  the 
world  that  we  were  shipwrecked  in  the  Wager,  when  all 
people  know  it  already  ?  Don't  they  know  that  the  Wager 
was  one  of  his  majesty's  store-ships  i  That  we  had  on  board 
not  only  naval  stores,  but  othfer  kind  of  stores,  of  an  im- 
mense value  i  Don't  they  also  know  that  we  went  abroad 
wich  hopes  of  acquiring  great  riches,  but  are  return'd  home 
^as  poor  as  beggars  i  We  are  guilty  of  no  indecent  re- 
proaches, or  unmannerly  reflections ;  though,  it  is  certain, 
we  cannot  but  lament  our  being  engaged  in  so  fatal  an  ex- 
pedition. When  persons  have  surmounted  great  difficul- 
ties, it  is  a  pleasure  for  them  to  relate  their  story ;  and  if 
we  give  ourselves  this  satisfaction,  who  has  any  cause  to 
be  offended  P  Are  we,  who  have  faced  death  in  so  many 
shapes,  to  be  intimidated,  lest  we  should  give  ofience  to 

the Lord  knows  whom  ?  We  never  saw  a  satyrical 

journal  in  our  lives,  and  we  thought  that  kind  of  v'ting 
was  the  most  obnoxious  to  give  offence. 

It  has  been  a  thing  usual,  in  publishing  of  voyages,  to 
introduce  abundance  of  fiction ;  and  some  authors  have 
been  esteemed  merely  for  being  marvellous.  We  have  ta- 
ken care  to  deviate  from  those,  by  having  a  strict  regard  to 
truth.  There  are  undoubtedly  in  this  book  some  things 
which  will  appear  incredible. 

The  account  we  give  of  the  Patagonian  Indians,  and  our 
own  distresses,  though  ever  so  well  attested,  will  not  easily 
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obtain  credit ;  and  people  will  hardly  believe  that  human 
nature  could  possibly  «upport  the  miseries  that  we  have 
«ndured. 

'  :A11  the  difficulties  relaterl  we  havenctually  endured,  and 
perhaps  must  endure  more :  Till  the  commodore's  arrival 
we  cannot  knew  our  fate ;  at  present  we  are  out  of  all  em- 

Jiloyment,  and  '  'e  nothing  to  support  ourselves  and  fami- 
ies,  but  tht:  pt  is  arising  from  the  sale  of  ou.'  journal ; 
which  perha)|>«  unty  be  the  sum  total  we  shall  ever  receive 
for  our  voyage  to  the  South  Seas. 
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ON  Thursday  the  18th  of  Sefxtemher,  1740,  sailed  from 
St  Helleas  his  majesty's  ship  Centorioo,  Comai«dore 
Anson,  with  the  Gloucester,  Pearl,  Severn,  Wager,  and 
Trya),  and  two  store-ships;  this  squadron  was  designed 
round  Cape-Horn  into  the  South  Seas,  to  distress  the  Spa- 
niards in  those  parts.  The  ships  were  a!'  in  prime  order, 
all  Jately  rebuilt    The  men  were  elev        wilh  hopes  of 

growing  immensely  rich<  and  in  a  few  years  of  retorning  to 
M  England  loaden  with  the  wealth  of  their  enemies. 

Saturday,  the  SSOtb,  the  Ram-head  bearing  N.  by  W.,  dis- 
tant four  leagues,  the  commodore  hoisted  his  pendant,  and 
was  saluted  by  every  ship  in  the  squadron,  with  thirteen 
guns  each.  This  day  joined  company  with  us  his  majesty's 
ships  Dragon,  Winchester,  South-Sea-Castle,  and  Rye- 
Galley,  with  a  large  convoy  of  merchant  ships. 

Thursday,  the  25th,  we  parted  company  with  the  Win- 
chester and  the  South-Sca-(Jastle,  with  their  convoys,  bound 
for  America. 

On  Monday,  we  parted  company  with  the  Streights  and 
Turkey  convoys. 

Friday,  October  the  3d,  at  eight  in  the  morning,  we  saw 
two  brigantines  to  the  south-east ;  the  commodore  gave  a 
signal  to  chace,  at  nine  fired  two  shots  to  bring  'em  to,  at 
ten  spoke  with  the  chace,  being  two  brigs  from  Lisbon^ 
bound  for  New  York. 

Sunday,  the  86th,  about  five  in  the  morning,  the  Severn 
shewed  lights,  and  fired  several  guns  a^head ;  soon  after  we 
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saw  the  land  bearing  W.  by  S  ,  and  at  noon  the  east  end 
of  Madeira  bore  north,  distant  five  leagues. 

Wednesday,  we  moored  in  Fonchiale  road, so  called  from 
a  city  of  that  name,  which  is  the  metropolis  of  the  island 
of  Madeira ;  here  we  employed  most  of  our  time  in  getting 
aboard  water,  and  stowins  oar  dry  provisions  between  decks. 

Tuesday,  JSovember  tlie  4th,  Captain  Kidd  our  com- 
mander was  removed  on  board  the  Pearl,  and  the  Honour- 
able Captain  Murray  succeeded  him  in  the  Wager.  Cap- 
tain Norris  of  the  Gloocester  having  obtained  leave  to  re- 
turn to  England,  on  account  of  hb  ill  state  of  health,  occa- 
sioned the  above  removals. 

While  we  lay  at  Madeira,  we  were  informed  of  ten  sail 
of  ships  cruising  off  and  on,  to  the  westward,  these  ships 
were  judged  to  be  French,  and  had  beeu  seen  every  day 
for  a  week  before  our  arrival :  The  commodore  sent  out  a 
privateer  sloop,  but  she  returned  the  day  following,  without 
seeing  'em,  so  that  we  can  give  no  account  of  'em. 

On  Wednesday,  the  5th,  we  sailed  from  Madeira.  On 
the  €Oth  the  In«fustry  store-ship  parted  company,  and  on 
Friday  the  28th,  by  account,  we  crossed  the  equinoctial. 

On  the  17  th  of  December,  we  saw  tlie  island  of  St  Ca- 
tharine, at  noon,  the  northmost  land  in  sight  bore  W.N.  W., 
and  the  southmost  S.W.  by  W.  Variation  per  amplitude 
13;  57  easterly. 

On  the  18th,  the  north  end  of  the  island  of  St  Catharine 
lore  N.W.  by  W.,  distant  seven  !eagues,  and  the  island  of 
Gaul  bore  N.W.,  distant  six  leagues. 

On  the  igth  ^\e  anchored  in  St  Catharine's  bay,  in  vp- 
-ward  of  twelve  fathom  water,  the  island  Gaul  on  the  coast 
uf  Brazilf  bearing  N.  by  £.,  distant  four  leagues.  On  the 
f20lh,  we  anchored  in  St  Catharine's  road,  and  the  day  fol- 
lowing, we  moored  between  the  island  of  St  Catharine  and 
the  main. 

On  Monday,  the  22d,  the  commodore  ordered  fresh  beef 
fur  the  sick  people. 

On  the  27lh,  came  in  a  Portuguese  brig  from  Rio  Janei- 
ro, for  the  Kio  Grand  :  While  we  lay  here,  the  people  were 
generally  employed  in  over-hauling  the  rigging,  and  getr 
thig  aboard  water. 

On  the  )7th  of  January,  1741,  we  sailed  from  St  Calha- 
i-inti*s,  the  commodore  saluted  the  fort  with  eleven  guns, 
the  fort  returned  the  same  number. 
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.'  On  Thunday,  the  fi2d,  we  lost  tight  of  the  Pearl,  r*  ~ 
:>  On  Tueiday,  the  I7th  of  February,  the  Pear)  joined  the 
jquadron,  and  on  the  19th  we  came  to  anchor  on  the  river 
ot  St  Julian's,  on  the  coast  of  Patagonia;,  St  Julian's  hill 
bearing  S.W.  by  W.,  and  the  aouthmost  land  in  sight  8. 
by  £.,  distant  from  the  shore  three  leagues.  This  day  our 
captain,  the  Honourable  George  Murray,  took  command 
on  board  the  Pearl,  Captain  Kidd  having  died  on  the  voy* 
age  since  we  left  St  Catharine's. 

Captain  Kidd  was  heard  to  say,  a  few  days  before  his 
death,  that  this  voyage,  which  both  officers  and  sailors  had 
engaged  in  with  so  much  cheerrulness  and  alacrity,  would 
prove  in  the  end  very  far  from  their  expectations,  notwith- 
standing the  vast  treasure  they  imagined  lo  gain  by  it;  that 
it  would  end  in  poverty,  vermin,  famine,  death,  and  de- 
struction. How  tar  the  captain's  words  were  prophetic  will 
appear  in  the  course  of  our  journal.  Captain  C p  suc- 
ceeded Captain  Murray  onboard  the  Wager. 

On  the  26th  of  February,  we  sent  on  board  the  Pearl 
twelve  butts  and  two  puncheons  of  water,  the  Pearl  having, 
while  she  was  separated  from  us,  been  chased  by  five  large 
Spanish  men  of  war,  the  commander  in  chief  being  distin- 
guished by  a  red  broad  pendant  with  a  swallow's  tail  at  his 
main-top-mast  head,  and  a  red  flag  at  his  ensign-staff:  Du- 
ring the  chace,  the  Pearl,  in  order  to  clear  ship,  threw  over- 
board and  stove  fourteen  tons  of  water ;  she  likewise  stove 
the  long-boat,  and  threw  her  overboard,  with  oars,  sails,  and 
booms,  and  made  all  clear  for  engaging,  but  night  coming 
on.  at  seven  o'clock  lost  sight  of  the  enemy,  at  five  in  the 
morning  saw  the  Spanish  ships  from  the  mast-head,  two 
points  on  the  lee-quarter,  still  giving  chace,  and  crowding 
all  the  sail  they  could,  but  at  nine  the  Pearl  lost  sight  of 
'em  entirely.  We  judged  this  to  be  admiral  Pizarro's  squa» 
dron,  sent  out  in  pursuit  of  Commodore  Anson.  Had  our 
ships  united  fallen  in  with  'em,  'tis  probable  we  might  have 
given  a  good  account  of  'era.  While  we  lay  at  St  Julian's 
we  saw  the  sea  full  of  shrimps,  and  red  as  if  they  were  boil- 
ed, the  water  appeared  tinctured  to  that  degree,  that  it  look- 
ed like  bluod. 

On  the  <27th,  we  sent  on  board  the  Pearl  four  puncheons 
of  water  more ;  at  six  m  the  morning,  the  commodore 
made  signal  to  weigh,  at  eight  weighed,  and  came  to  sail ; 
this  day  we  lost  sight  of  the  Gloucester. 
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The  28th|  the  Gloucester  came  into  the  squadron  again. 

On  the  7th  of  March  we  prssed  through  the  Streights  of 
Le  Mair ;  Cape  Diego,  on  the  island  of  Terra  de  r  uego, 
bote  N.W.,  three  leagues,  and  the  west  end  of  the  island, 
Staten  Land,  bore  £.N.E.,  distant  four  leagues,  the  squa- 
■dron  under  reeft  courses. 

On  the  10th,  we  lost  sight  of  the  Ann  pink,  on  the  18th 
•carried  away  the  rails  and  timbers  of  the  head  on  both  sides. 

On  the  Itith,  the  Ann  pink  joined  the  squadron  again. 

On  the  SOlh,  the  Gloucester  broke  her  main-yard  in  the 
filings.  ■■'■■■'•>  • 

April  the  1st,  the  coininodore  ordered  Mr  Cummins,  the 
carpenter,  on  board  the  Gloucester. 

On  the  8lh,  carried  away  the  mizen-mast,  two  feet  above 
the  awning ;  there  was  no  sail  on  the  mast.  Upon  the  rowl 
of  a  sea,  all  the  chain-plates  to  windward  broke,  lat.  56, 
31,  long.  87>  4,  west.  At  noon  Cape  St  Bartholomew  bore 
north,  84  deg.  £.,  distant  229  leagues. 

The  10th,  lost  sight  of  the  Severn  and  Pearl,  lat.  56,  29, 
Jong.  85  west.  At  ten  last  night  fell  in  with  two  small  is- 
lands; at  eight  in  the  morning  the  islands  bore  N.N  \¥., 
by  the  compass  distant  eight  leagues,  in  the  latitude  64, 00 
south ;  we  took  'em  for  the  lEiands  which  lay  off  Brewer^a 
Streights,  lat.  54,  60  south,  long.  84,  56  west 

On  the  12th,  we  had  very  hard  gales  at  west,  with  the 
largest  swell  I  ever  saw ;  I  was  officer  of  the  watch  (though 
I  was  gunner  of  the  ship,  I  had  the  charge  of  a  watch  du- 
ring the  whole  voyage) ;  we  had  our  larboard  tacks  on  board : 
Between  six  and  seven  in  the  morning,  holding  by  the  top- 
sail hallyards  to  wind-ward,  there  broke  a  sea  in  the  ship, 
which  carried  me  over  the  wheel,  bilged  the  cutter,  and 
canted  her  over  the  sheet's  bottom  up  athwart  the  barge ; 
it  likewise  half  filled  the  long-boat ;  the  boatswain  was  i'or 
heaving  the  cutter  overboard,  I  order'd  him  to  do  nothing 
with  her  till  I  had  acquainted  the  captain,  who  was  then 
very  ill  in  his  cabin :  The  captain  desired  me  to  use  all 
fneans  to  save  the  cutter;  at  the  same  time  I  ask'd  leave  to 
«knttle  the  long-boat,  and  get  the  sprit-sail  vard  and  jib  in, 
for  fear  of  endangering  the  bowsprit ;  which  he  ordered  to 
be  done,  and  told  me,  it  was  a  very  great  misfortune  that 
he  should  be  ill  at  such  »  time.  When  I  came  from  the 
captain,  I  found  the  lieutenant  on  the  deck,  got  the  cutter 
in  her  place,  skutUed  the  long-boat,  and  got  the  sprit-sail 
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yard  and  jib-boom  in*  The  carpenter  it  ilill  aboard  the 
Gloucester. 

The  ISth,  under  reeft  couraes,  the  larboard  tncki ;  the 
commodore  being  on  the  weather  auarter,  bore  down  un- 
der our  lee,  and  apoke  with  us.  He  aik'd  the  captain,  if 
the  carpenter  was  returned  from  the  Gloucester '  The  cap- 
tain answer'di  No ;  and  am  surprised  Captain  M— — d  should 
detain  hirai  when  he  knows  1  must  want  him  about  my  mi> 
zen-mast.  The  commodore  told  him  he  would  speak  with 
the  Gloucester,  and  order  him  on  board.  He  then  ask'd 
the  captain  why  he  did  not  set  the  main-top-sail,  and  make 

more  sail  i  Captain  C p  made  answer.  My  rigging  is  all 

gone,  and  brolce  fore  and  a(t,  and  my  people  almost  all  ta- 
ken ill,  and  down;  but  I  will  set  him  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  commodore  desired  he  would,  and  make  what  sail  he 
could  after  him. 

The  14(h,  the  carpenter  retum'd  from  the  Gloucester,  it 
being  the  only  day  this  fortnight  a  bout  could  live  in  the 
«ea.  As  soon  as  the  carpenter  came  on  board,  he  waited 
on  the  captain,  who  order'd  him  to  look  on  the  chain-plates 
and  chains,  and  give  his  opinion  of  the  mast'a  goinsr  away. 
The  carpenter  look'd  as  order'd,  and  gave  Captain  6  p 
for  answer,  that  the  chain-plates  were  all  broke.  The  cap- 
tain shook  bis  head,  and  said.  Carpenter,  that  is  not  the  rea- 
son of  the  mast's  going  away.  The  carpenter,  not  willing, 
as  the  mast  was  gone,  to  lay  it  to  any  one's  mismanagement, 
or  to  occasion  any  uneasiness  about  what  was  now  past  pre- 
vention, fitted  a  cap  on  the  stump  of  the  mizen-mast,  got 
up  a  lower  studding-sail  boom  of  40  feet,  and  hoisted  a  sail 
to  keep  the  ship  to. 

To-day,  being  the  19th,  and.  the  finest  day  we  had  in 
these  seas,  we  were^mploy'd  in  repairing  the  rigging;  we 
bent  a  new  main-sail  and  reeft  him,  ns  did  the  Anne  pink, 
the  Gloucester  at  the  same  time  fix'd  her  main*yard,  the 
commodore  and  Trjai  keeping  a-head,  and  at  a  considera- 
ble distance ;  between  four  and  six  at  night  saw  the  com- 
modore's light.  At  six,  being  relieved  by  the  master,  he 
could  not  see  the  commodore's  light,  though  it  was  visible 
to  every  one  else  on  the  quarter-deck :  The  master  still  per- 
sisted he  could  not  see  it,  on  which  I  went  and  acquainted 
the  captain,  who  came  upon  deck,  and  seeing  the  light, 
ask'd  the  master  where  his  eyes  were  f  This  was  the  last 
time  I  ever  saw  the  commodore.    The  lieutenant  having 
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the  first  wttch  loit  light  of  him  at  nine  o'clooki  and  «t  ten 
was  obliged  lo  hand  the  furesuil,  in  doing  of  which  we  loi| 
*  seaman  oTer-board.    We  saw  the  Gloucester  and  Aone 

Eink  a-stern  in  the  mornings  but  they  were  soon  gone  a^ 
ead,  and  out  of  sight. 

The  8l8t>  as  I  was  in  the  steward's  roooD,  Joseph  K>ngi 
teaman,  came  for  a  pound  of  bread.  I  heard  him  aik  thf 
steward,  if  he  thought  they  would  be  serv'd  with  the  samM 
quantity  of  water  as  before^  Without  waiting  for  an  an" 
•wer,  JNo  G— d  d<— — n  'em,  os  the  commodore  was  parted, 
they  should  find  the  difference.  Not  knowing  the  consev 
qtnce  of  this,  or  by  whom  the  fellow  might  be  spirited  up* 
1  acquainted  the  captain  with  the  affair,  who  order'd  pie  to 
deliver  a  brace  of  pistols  charg'd  with  a  brace  of  balls  to 
every  officer  in  the  ship  who  wanted  'em,  and  to  take  np 
farther  notice  of  the  matter. 

May  the  Ist.  This  day  the  officers  were  call'd,  and  their 
opinions  ask'd  concerning  the  best  bower-aifchori  resolved 
to  cut  the  anchor  awny,  for  fear  of  endangering  the  sliip, 
there  being  ao  possibility  of  securing  it  wUhout  putting  our 
fore-mast  in  extreme  danger,  the  shrouds  and  cnain~plate» 
being  all  broke. 

Fourtien  days  before  the  loss  of  the  ship,  the  wind  at  S, 
and  8  8.W.,  steered  N.W.  by  N.,  and  N.N.W.  by  the  cpwr 
pass:  Laid  the  ship  to  for  the  first  four  nights;  the  Mean<- 
ing  of  this  I  could  not  learn.  I  ask'd  the  lieutenaqt  thf 
reason  of  our  bearing  for  the  land  on  a  lee  shore,  when  w^ 
had  a  fair  wind  for  our  rendezvous,  which  \  had  always 
thought  was  for  the  island  of  Juan  Ferdinandez.  The  liei|i> 
tenant  told  me  the  rendezvous  was  alter'd  to  an  island  ^^ 
the  latitude  of  44  S.  Upon  this  I  said  to  the  lieutenant, 
this  was  a  very  great  misfortune  to  us,  that  we  can  dp  no- 
thing with  the  ship  in  the  condition  she  is  in  upon  a  lee 
•bore,  and  am  surpriz'd  that  we  should  be  oblii^ed  to  gp 
there.  I'he  lieutenant  told  me,  he  had  said  every  thing  to 
dissuade  the  captain  from  it,  but  found  him  deleripin'd  to 
go  there.  The  fifth  night,  and  every  night  afler,  made  sail  i 
the  wind  to  the  westward.  1  never  relieved  the  lieuten^t, 
but  1  ask'd  him,  what  he  thought  of  a  lee  shore  with  t|>e 
•hip  in  thid  condition  \  he  always  reply'd,  he  could  not  tel). 
We  saw  rock-weed  in  abundance  pass  by  the  ship.    The 

Honourable  J n  B ^n,  midshipman,  being  on  the 

quarter-deck,  said.  We  can't  be  far  off  the  land  by  these 
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tvccdi.  Tlie  lieutenant  and  male  being  by,  I  said,  Orntleatiiy 
What  can  we  do  with  the  ihip  in  the  miierable  condition  the 
i*  in  on  a  lee  vhore  i  The  Irratenant  antwer'd,  WhencTcr  I  have 
teen  with  the  captain  kince  our  Hrtt  lying^to,  I  always  pep> 
buaded  him  to  go  for  Juan  F<rdinand«s;  therefbre  I  wouM 
kave  joa  go  to  him,  he  may  be  (icnuadtod  by  yoa  tho'  ht 
will  not  by  me.  I  said.  If  that  was  the  oase,  my  going  t* 
liini  h  needltM.  In  a  quarter  of  an  hour  afterwalrdi^  the 
baptain  sent  for  me,  and  said,  Gunner,  what  longitwde  haWK 
you  wiade  i  I  told  him  88, 3a  What  distance <)o  you  rackom 
ywiii%c4f  off  th«  land  f  1  ansWer'd,  About  60  leagues ;  but  if 
the  two  islands  we  saw  are  thbse  whroh  are  laid  down  i% 
your  chart  to  lie  off  Brewer's  Streights,  and  tlw  same  car* 
t«nt  continues  with  the  western  swell,  we  caft't  be  abotc  * 
third  part  of  the  distance  off  the  land.  The  caj^tain  avadc 
answer.  At  for  the  ourrbnts,  there  is  no  accouat  to  b«  given 
for  *em ;  sometimes  they  set  one  way,  and  sometioM  aao*- 
iher.  1  said.  Sir,  very  trwe,  but  as  the  ship  hu  been  ahray* 
under  reeft  courses,  and  the  mizen-taast  gonu,  she  must 
Whotiy  *drive  to  leeward,  and  nigfaer  the  land  thnki  expect- 
ed. The  captain  then  told  mc,  I  suppose  ran  are  not  wn- 
acqnainted  of  tny  rendezvous  for  the  island  of  Nostm  Sig'- 
noiia  di  Socora,  in  the  latitude  of  44.  I  tvply*d,  Sir,  the  ship 
is  in  a  very  bad  condition  to  come  in  arith  the  lee^ora, 
and  if  it  is  possible  to  bring  tire  ship  to  an  anchor.  We  shall 
never  purchase  hiim  again.  The  captain  answered,  I  don't 
design  to  come  to  an  anchor ;  for  there  aire  soondinga  untU 
you  come  within  seven  leagues  of  the  land.  I  fwrpofte  to 
stand  off  and  on  twenty*four  hours^  and  if  I  don't  ict  the 
commodore,  or  any  ot  the  sqaadron  in  that  time,  we  wHl 
go  for  Juan  Ferdinandea.  To  this  I  said.  Sir,  time  ship  is  a 
perfect  Wreck ;  our  mizen-masl  gone,  with  oar  standing 
rigging  afore  and  abaft,  and  all  our  people  down ;  therefbre 
I  can't  see  what  we  can  do  in  with  the  land.  Tbe««ptaiv*i 
answer  was,  It  does  not  signify,  1  am  obliged  and  4eicr 
min'd  to  go  for  the  first  rendezvous. 

On  the  ISth,  at  eight  in  the  morning,  the  straips  of  t/lie 
fore-jeer  blocks  broke  ;  reev'd  the  top  rapesj  and  )lor^  ar'd 
the  yard  ;  went  to  strapping  the  blocks.    At  nine,  the  car* 

I  tenter  going  forward  to  inspect  the  chain-plat.'s,  saw  1^ 
and  from  the  fore-castle,  on  which  he  ask'd  the  boatswain's 
mate,  who  was  by  him,  if  he  saw  the  land  f  he  ansner'd, 
No;  the  carpenter  shew'd  it  him  and  he  saw  it  plain.   Tiie 
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carpenter  then  shew'd  it  to  the  lieutenant,  but  lie  wuuU 
not  believe  it  to  be  land,  because  it  bore  N.N.W.,  and  said 
it  was  impossible ;  therefore  be  never  inform'd  the  captain 

of  the  sight  of  land,  a»  the  Honourable  Mr  B n  bath 

heard  the  captain  say.  At  two  in  the  afternoon  lower'd 
the  fore-yard,  and  hawi  d  the  fore^sail  up ;  notwithstanding 
I  wat  officer  of  the  watch,  I  was  oblig'd  to  go  upon  the  fore- 
yard,  where  was  Mr  Campbell,  midshipman,  one  boatswain'* 
mate,  four  seamen,  and  the  mastei^s  servant,  which  were  all 
the  hands  we  could  get  out  of  the  ship's  company  to  assist. 
Whilst  on  the  yard  I  saw  the  land  very  plain>  on  the  lard- 
board  beam,  bearing  N. W.  half  N.,  nearest  high  land,  with 
hillocics,  and  one  remarkable  hommocae  like  a  sugar  loa^ 
very  higb.  At  the  sight  of  land  I  came  off  the  fore-yard 
and  acquainted  the  captain.  He  immediately  gave  orders 
to  sway  the  fore-yard  up,  and  set  the  fore-sail ;  then  we 
wore  ship  with  her  head  to  the  southward.  The  captain 
coming  forward  unhappily  received  a  fall,  which  dislocated 
his  shoulder,  so  that  he  was  obliged  to  be  puiinto  the  sur- 
geon's cabin.  Some  time  after  Tie  sent  for  the  lieutenant 
and  myself,  acquainting  us  of  the  necessity  there  was  for 
making  sail,  as-  being  on  a  lee  shore,  therefore  desired  we 
would  use  our  utmost  endeavours  to  crowd  the  ship  off.  You 
see,  gentlemen,  sdd  he,  my  misfortune  will  not  permit  me 
to  continue  im  the  deck ;  as  for  the  master,  he  is  not  wor- 
thy of  the  charge  of  a  watch,  therefore  I  must  desire  you, 
Mr  Bulkeley,  to  be  in  the  watch  with  him,  and  to  make 
but  two  watches ;  keep  a  good  look-out,  and  if  possible,  set 

the  main-top  sail.   Mr  B s,  1  must  desire  Mr  Cummina 

to  be  with  you,  and  beg  you  will  take  all  the  care  you  can. 
I  having  the  first  watch,  set  the  main  fore  and  mizen  stay 
sail,  it  blew  so  hard  I  found  it  impossible  to  set  the  main- 
top sail,  of  which  i  acquainted  the  captain :  All  the  hands 
we  cou'd  muster  in  both  watches,  omcers  included,  were 
but  twelve,  the  rest  of  the  ship's  company  were  all  sick  be- 
low ;  I  very  often  could  get  no  more  than  three  seamen  in 
my  watch.  The  ship  for  these  three  weeks  hath  been  no 
better  than  a  wreck,  the  mizen-mast  gone,  the  standing 
rigging  and  chain-plates,  afere  and  abaft,  mostly  broke  and 
Tuin'd.  The  top  sails  now  at  the  yards  are  so  bad,  that  if 
we  attempt  to  loose  'em  for  making  sail,  we  are  in  danger 
of  splitting  'em,  and  we  have  not  a  spare  sail  in  the  ship 
that  can  be  brought  to  the  yard  without  being  repair'd. 
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This  is  Ihe  present  deplorable  Bituation  of  the  ship.  All  ihe 
first  and  middle  watch  it  blow'd  and  rain'd,  and  withal  so 
very  dark,  that  we  could  not  see  the  length  of  the  ship : 
For  the  greatest  part  of  the  night  she  came  up  no  nearer 
than  S.  by  W.,  and  S.S.W.  At  four  in  the  morning  she 
came  up  with  her  head  west^  so  that  her  head  was  then  off 
the  shore. 

Thursday,  May  the  14tfa,  1741,  at  half  an  hour  past  four 
this  morning,  the  ship  struck  abaft  on  a  sunken  rock,  sound- 
ed fourteen  fathom  ;  but  it  being  impossible  to  let  go  the 
anchor  time  enough  to  bring  her  up,  being  surrounded  on 
every  side  with  rocks,  (a  very  dismal  prospect  to  behold  !> 
the  ship  struck  a  second  time,  which  broke  the  head  of  the 
tiller,  so  that  we  were  obliged  to  steer  her  with  the  main 
and  fore-sheets,  by  easing  off  one,  and  bawling  aft  the 
other,  as  she  came  to,  or  fell  off.  In  a  short  time  after,  she 
struck,  bilged,  and  grounded,  between  two  suiall  islands, 
where  Providence  directed  us  to  such  a  place  as  we  could 
save  our  lives.    When  the  ship  struck  it  was  about  break 
of  day,  and  not  above  a  musket-shot  from  the  shore. 
Launched  the  barge,  cutter,  and  yawl  over  the  gunnel,  cut 
main  and  ibre-mast  by  the  board,  and  the  sheet-anchor 
from  the  gunnel.    The  captain  sent  the  barge  ashore,  with 
Mr  S — w,  the  mate,  to  see  if  the  place  was  inhabited,  and 
to  return  aboard  directly;  but,  without  any  regard  to  his 
duty,  or  the  preservation  of  the  lives  of  the  peo^e,  he  staid 
ashore.    The  barge  not  returning  as  expected,  the  lieute- 
nant  was  sent  in  the  yawl,  with  orders  to  bring  off  the 
barge.  The  lieutenant  tarried  ashore,  but  sent  off  the  boat. 
As  soon  as  the  boat  came  on  board,  the  captain  being  very 
ill,  was  persuaded  by  the  officers  to  go  ashore :  With  the 
captain  went  the  land-officers,  mate,  and  midshipmen,  the 
officers  remaining  on  board  were  the  master^  boatswain, 
gunner,  and  carpenter :  The  boatswain,  who  was  laid  up  a 
month  before  the  loss  of  the  ship,  became  of  a  sudden  very 
vigorous  and  active.  At  night  it  blow'd  very  hard  at  north, 
with  a  great  tumbling  sea,  we  expected  every  moment  that 
the  ship  would  part,  fetching  such  jirks  and  twistings  as 
shock'd  every  person  aboard,  who  had  the  least  care  for  the 
preservation  of  life ;  yet,  in  the  dismal  situation  we  were  in> 
we  had  several  in  the  ship  so  thoughtless  of  their  danger, 
so  stupid  and  insensible  of  their  misery,  that  upon  the  prin-> 
cipal  officers  leaving  her,  they  fell  into  the  most  violent 
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outrage  and  disorder  :  They  beean  with  broaching  the  wini 
in  the  lacaretto ;  then  to  breaking  open  cabins  and  chests, 
arming  themselves  with  swords  and  pistols,  threatening  to 
murder  tlioae  who  should  oppose  or  question  them  :  Being 
drunk  and  mad  with  Uqu<)r>  they  plunder'd  chests  and  ca- 
bins for  money  and  other  things  of  value,  cloathed  thetn- 
selves  in  the  richest  apparel  they  could  find,  and  imagined 
themselves  lords  paramount* 

Friday  the  15Ui,  the  ship  was  bilged  in  the  mid>shtp,  on 
a  great  rock ;  we  took  care  to  secure  some  powder,  ball, 
and  a  little  bread.  In  the  afternoon,  the  carpenter  and  my- 
self went  ashore  with  several  of  those  imaginary  lords  in  the 
rich  attire  tliey  had  plunder'd  yesterday;  bat  upon  the  pun* 
ser,  and  Lieutenant  Uamiiton  of  marines,  presenting  pistoh 
to  some  of  their  breasts,  those  grandees  suffer'd  themselves 
-very  quietly  to  be  disrob'd  of  all  their  greatness,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  look'd  like  m  parcel  of  transported  fellons.  On 
our  coming  ashore,  wc  found  the  captain  had  taken  his 
lodging  in  a  little  hut,  supposed  to  be  built  by  Indians  ;  as 
for  our  parts,  we  were  forced  to  take  shelter  under  a  great 
tree,  where  we  made  a  large  fire,  but  it  min'd  so  hard,  that 
it  had  almost  cost  us  our  lives  ;  an  invalid  died  that  very 
night  on  the  spot.  Before  I  left  the  ship  I  went  to  my  ca- 
bin for  my  journal,  but  could  not  find  it ;  I  believe  it  is  de- 
stix>}'ed  witb  the  rest,  for  there  is  not  one  journal  to  be  pro- 
duced, we  have  good  reason  to  apprehend  there  was  a  per- 
son empioy'd  to  destroy  them ;  I  afterwards  found  part  of 
the  master's  journal  along  shore,  tore  to  pieces :  Whatever 
is  related  in  this  book,  preceding  the  loss  of  the  V^Tager,  is 
extracted  from  a  journal  belonging  to  a  gentleman,  latdy 
an  ofllcer  on  board  the  Pearl.  After  we  lost  sight  of  the 
Pearl,  I  was  obliged  to  have  recouree  to  my  memory,  which 
I  believe  has  been  very  fai^ful  to  me.  From  the  time  we 
were  ship-wreck'd,  the  carpenter  and  myself  were  exceed- 
ing carelal  in  writing  each  day's  transactions  :  Had  other 
persons  taken  the  same  care,  there  would  be  no  necessity 
of  imposing  upon  the  publick  a  partial  and  inconsistent  nar- 
rative, instead  of  a  fai.  iful  relation  of  facts. 

Oa  the  l6th,  the  weather  very  boistfrons  and  a  great 
sea,  the  boatswain  wanted  a  boat,  but  finding  no  appear- 
ance of  any  coming  aboard,  brought  a  qtiarter-deck  gun, 
a  fo«r  pounder,  to  bear  on  the  captain's  hut,  and  fir'd  two 
^lot^  which  went  just  over  the  captain's  tent.    This  day, 
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being  reaolv'd  to  contrive  something  like  a  house,  to«ecur« 
us  from  the  inclemency  of  the  rain,  and  severity  of  the  wea- 
ther, we  hawl'd  up  the  cutter,  and  propping  her  up,  we  made 
a  tolerable  habitation.  As  for  food,  this  isiaua  produces 
none ;  nor  is  there  any  vegetable  upon  it  but  ceilery,  which 
grows  here  in  abundance,  and  is  ot  great  use  to  us,  the  men 
being  in  general  very  much  troubled  with  the  scurvy. 

On  the  17th  of  May,  being  Whitsunday,  got  several  wild 
fowls,  and  plenty  of  muscles,  limpets,  and  other  shell-fish, 
which  we  ficd  very  refreshing,  having  subsisted  a  Icm^  time 
on  nothing  but  salt  provisions. 

The  18th,  went  on  board  the  ship,  to  see  if  it  was  pos- 
sible to  come  at  any  provisions ;  got  out  of  the  Lazaretto 
two  casks  of  flour  and  some  wine,  which  were  very  useful. 

On  the  19th,  went  aboard  again  to  scuttle  the  decks,  in 
order  to  get  some  beef  and  pork  out  of  the  hold  ;  we  also 
scuttled  the  carpenter's  store-room  for  nails  and  other  things 
of  service. 

The  £Oth,  cut  away  the  guanel  to  get  the  long-boat  out, 
which  was  done.  To-day  we  found  severs^  men  dead,  and 
some  drowned,  in  the  ship,  suppos'd  to  have  drank  till  they 
were  not  able  to  get  from  the  water,  as  it  flowed  into  the 
ship.  While  we  were  aboard  working  on  the  wreck,  there 
came  along-side  a  canoe  with  several  Indians,  bowing  and 
crossing  themselves,  giving  us  to  understand  they  were  in- 
clinable to  the  Romish  religion ;  we  gave  'em  out  of  the 
ship  two  bales  of  cloth  and  sent  them  ashore  to  the  captain, 
he  gave  them  hats,  andfpresented  each  of  th«m  with  a  sol- 
dier's coat.  They  had  abundance  of  the  largest  and  best 
muscles  I  ever  saw,  or  tasted.  This  day  r/as  the  first  time 
of  the  boatswain's  coming  ashore ;  the  captain  called  him 
rogue  and  villain,  and  felled  him  to  the  ground  with  his 
cane,  so  that  he  was  motionless,  and  to  appearance  dead  ; 
when  he  had  recovered  the  blow,  and  saw  a  cock'd  pistol 
in  the  captain's  hand,  he  ofl'ered  his  naked  breast ;  the  cap- 
tain told  him,  he  deserved  to  be  shot,  and  said  no  more  to 
hiu.  The  captain,  lieutenant  H n  of  marines,  the  sur- 
geon, and  purser,  always  appear'd  in  arms  on  the  beach,  on 
the  coming  ashore  of  every  boat,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
people  bringing  any  thing  from  the  ship  in  a  clandestine 
manner;  they  were  so  cautious  of  any  thing  being  iinbez- 
zled,  that  they  would  not  sufl'er  the  boats  to  go  off  and 
v;ork  by  night,  notwithstanding  the  moon,  tides,  and  fair- 
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ness  of  weather  were  more  favourable  lo  us  by  night  than 
day;  by  this  we  omitted  several  opportunities  of  setting 
our  provisions^  and  otlier  useful  things^  which  we  shall  short- 
ly stand  in  great  need  of. 

The  2 1  St,  continue  to  scut'le  between  decks,  in  getting 
necessaries  out  of  the  ship,  found  several  men  dead. 

The  22d,  the  Indians  br  tught  us  three  sheep  and  some 
muscles.  They  are  a  people  of  u  small  stature,  well  shaped, 
of  an  olive  complection,  with  black  hair,  in  behaviour  very 
civil,  they  have  little  clothes,  except  about  their  waists, 
notwithstanding  the  climate  is  very  cold.  They  stay'd  all 
night,  it  being  very  rainy  weather,and  has  been  ever  since 
we  have  been  here,  the  wind  blowing  from  N.  to  N.  W. 

Saturday  the  23d,  the  wind  from  the  E.N.E*  to  north, 
fell  abundance  of  snow,  insomuch  that  the  mountains  are 
cover'd  with  it.  It  freezes  very  hard,  and  we  find  it  ex- 
tremely cold.  The  next  day,  the  same  weather,  we  went 
aboard,  and  scuttled  for  flour  in  the  forehold. 

The  2dth,  little  wind  at  N.E.  and  frosty  weather,  went 
aboard  again,  and  got  out  of  the  forehold  eight  barrels  of 
flour,  one  ca^k  of  pease,  with  some  brandy  and  wine.  This 
day  went  to  allowance,  of  half  u  pound  of  flour  per  man, 
and  one  piece  of  pork  for  three  men,  it  being  the  first  time 
of  serving  since  on  shore. 

The  26th,  we  got  out  more  casks  of  flour,  one  cask  of 
oatmeal,  with  some  brandy  and  wine.  In  the  evenine  the 
Indians  came  with  their  wives,  we  gave  the  women  nats, 
and  the  men  breeches ;  they  made  signs  as  if  they  would 
bring  more  sheep. 

On  the  S7lh,  we  scuttled  over  the  captain's  store-room, 
got  out  several  casks  of  rum  and  wine,  and  brought  them 
ashore.  This  was  the  first  time  of  the  lieutenant's  being  be- 
tween decks  since  the  loss  of  the  ship.  The  following  day 
we  went  aboard,  cut  down  and  tost  overboard  the  ship's 
awning,  to  make  a  deck  for  the  long-boat.  , 

Since  the  27th,  we  have  been  employ'd  in  getting  up  the 
long-boat,  and  repairing  the  barge  which  had  been  stove 
ashore,     liainy  weather. 

On  Wednesday,  the  3d  of  June,  hard  gales  of  wind  at 
N.  N.  W.,  with  abundance  of  rain ;  deserted  this  day 
James  Mitchel,  carpenter's  mate,  John  Russel,  armourer, 
William  Oram,  carpenter's  crew,  Joseph  King,  John  Red- 
wood, boatswain's  yeomen,  Dennis  O'Lawry,  John  Davis, 

James 
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James  Roach,  James  Stewart,  and  William  Thompson, 
seamen.  Took  up,  along  shore,  one  hogshead  of  brandv, 
and  several  things  that  drove  ont  of  the  ship,  a  bale  of  cloth, 
hats,  shoes,  and  other  necessaries.  An  information  was  gi- 
ven, this  day,  by  David  Buckley,  to  the  captain,  that  there 
was  a  design  to  blow  him  up,  with  the  surgeon,  and  lieu- 
tenant H n  of  marines.    The  train  was  actually  found, 

laid  by  the  deserters,  to  blow  'em  up  the  night  before  they 
went  off. 

Thursday  the  4th,  we  finished  the  boats,  and  shot  seve 
ral  wild  geese.  Finding  murmurings  and  discontents  among 
the  people,  we  secured  the  oars,  and  bawled  up  the  boats, 
being  apprehensive  they  would  go  away  with  them  by 
night. 

The  5lh,  we  went  on  board  the  ship,  found  several- casks 
of  wine  and  brandy  between  decks,  most  part  of  the  planks 
between  decks  gone,  and  some  strakes  to  wind-ward  start- 
ed out,  part  of  the  upper  deck  blown  up,  the  stumps  of  the 
masts  and  pumps  risen  five  feet ;  brought  ashore  one  cask 
of  flour,  with  some  stuff  for  the  use  of  the  long-boat;  and 
two  quarter  casks  of  wine ;  the  wind  at  S.  by  E. 

Saturday  the  6th,  the  wind  at  south  and  fair  weather,  we 
went  aboard,  got  out  of  the  hold  eight  casks  of  flour,  two 
casks  of  wine,  and  a  quarter  cask  and  three  hogsheads  of 
brandy.  The  lieutenant  went  to  the  Indians,  but  could  not 
find  'em,  being  inform'd  by  the  deserters  that  they  were 
gone. 

On  Sunday  the  7th,  we  went  aboard  the  ship,  got  out  a 
cask  of  pork,  two  barrels  of  flour,  started  one  pipe  of  wine, 
and  brought  it  ashore,  with  a  quarter  cask  of  pease,  some 
bales  of  cloth,  and  carpenter's  stores.  This  day  Mr  Henry 
Cozens,  midshipman,  was  confin'd  by  the  captain ;  the  fault 
alledg'd  against  him  was  drunkenness.  We  learn  from 
Nicholas  Griselham,  seaman,  who  was  present  and  near  the 
captain  all  the  time,  that  as  Mr  Cozens  was  rowling  up  a 
steep  beach  a  cask  of  pease,  he  found  it  too  heavy  for  him, 
and  left  ofT  rowling ;  the  captain  seeing  this,  told  him  he 
was  drunk,  Mr  Cozens  rep^'d.  With  what  should  I  get 
drunk,  unless  it  be  with  water  i  The  captain  then  said.  You 
scoundrel,  get  more  hands,  and  rowl  the  cask  up  :  Cozens 
called  for  more  hands,  but  no  people  came  ;  with  that  the 
captain  strurk  him  with  his  cane.  Griselham  likewise  says, 
that  Cozens  talked  to   the  captain  about  one  Captain 
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Sh— ]v — k ;  but  the  wordg  he  does  not  remeaiber.  Bat  the 
same  oight  1  heard  Mr  Cuzeos  naf  very  unbecomiug  lan- 
guage to  '>>e  captain,  telling  him,  That  he  was  come  into 
those  seas  .o  pay  hii— Iv — k's  debts,  and  also  insolently  adii- 
ed,  Tho'  Sli— Iv—  k  was  a  rogne,  he  was  not  a  fool,  and  by 
G~d,  you  are  both.  When  he  spoke  this,  he  was  a  pri- 
soner  in  the  store-tent,  aid  asked  the  captain,  If  be.  was  tiv 
be  kept  there  all  night  i  On  tiiese  provocations,  ihe  cap- 
tain attempted  to  strike  him  again,  but  the  centinc!  said, 
lie  should  strike  no  prisoner  of  his  But  Cozens  endeavotir- 
ing  to  stave  a  cask  of  brandy,  was  i>oon  after  mleased.  This 
day  got  out  of  the  ship  ueverai  cheiits  of  wax  caudles  of 
&]}  sizos,  bales  of  cloth,  bales  of  stockings,  ihoeg,  Tiitti 
soui  -  clocks  and  mercantile  wares,  with  which  the  ship  vi«!f 
tI)ron>>'d. 

The  8U«,  M'  C>'3mmins  and  myseif  went  to  the  desertero ; 
we  find  they  w  : "  detvrmiued  I';  go  off  to  the  northward ; 
the  reason  of  tbei.<  iUi^y  h  Ute  ^unt  of  craft  to  go  off  in. 
The})  now  find  theu  <^  fves  mistaken,  they  believed  at  first 
they  were  uti  the  i»-au.^  but  a;'e  convinced  they  are  four  or 
£ve  U&gurs  fioni  it,  iherefoie  they  purpose  to  build  a  pi)nt 
out  of  the  wreck  of  the  ship  :  They  live  on  sea-weed  ar.d 
shell-fish,  got  up  one  cask  of  beef,  which  was  brought  oa 
•hore  with  a  cask  of  brandy,  found  one  cask  of  beef  on  the 
rocks. 

On  Tuesdiiy  the  9th,  i  went  with  the  doctor's  mate  to  the 
deserters,  and  spoke  to  William  Oram,  a  carpenter,  and  a 
▼ery  useful  man,  desiring  him  to  return,  with  a  promise  of 
p»rdoo  from  the  captain :  In  this  affair  1  was  obhged  to 
aei  very  secretly.  To«day,  Mr  Cozens,  the  midshipman,  had 
a  ditijpute  with  the  sureeon ;  the  latter  having  some  busi- 
ness in  our  tent,  whicn,  when  he  had  done,  on  his  going 
away,  Mr  Cozens  followed  him ;  they  soon  fell  to  blows, 
but  the  surgeon  had  so  much  the  advantage  of  the  mid- 
shipman, that  he  tied  his  bands  behind  him  and  left  him. 
In  the  evening  thie  captain  sent  for  me  and  the  carpenter  to 
his  teat :  We  found  the  captain,  lieutenant,  purser,  surgeon* 
and  lieutenant  H n  of  marines.  Here  we  had  a  con- 
sultation, which  was  chiefly  concerning  the  disturbances 
among  the  people,  as  well  in  our  tent  as  in  the  rest.  Mr 
Cummins  and  I  assured  the  captain,  that  the  people  in  our 
tent  w^re  generally  very  well  afiPected  to  him,  and  that  we 
never  would  engage  in  any  mutiny  against  him,  or  any 
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other  ofiicer  that  would  nek  for  the  publick  good,  and  bis 
majeity'a  service :  1'he  captain  said,  ha  had  no  reason  to 
su»pect  us,  (ot  we  were  the  only  two  in  the  ship  that  he  put 
any  trust  or  conHitcnce  in.  Strict  orders  were  given  the 
oentmel  to  keep  a  good  look-ont,  and  have  a  watchful  eye 
on  the  provisions.  Notwithstanding  aU  this  precaatioo  aiid 
care,  there  was  one-third  part  of  a  barrel  of  flour  an)  half 
a  barrel  of  gunpowder  taken  away  that  night.  It  is  to  be 
obcerved,  that  this  day's  consultation  was  the  Hr»t  that 
Captain  C-~p  ever  had  with  his  officers ;  had  he  someliincs 
consulted  them  aboard,  we  might  probably  have  escaped 
our  present  unhappy  condition. 

Wednesday  the  lOth,  this  day,  serving  the  provisions, 
the  boatswain's  servant,  a  Portuguese  boy*  talking  had  Eiig* 
lish,  and  bringing  in  the  allowance  of  wine,  the  boatswain, 
Mr  Cozens,  midshipman,  and  the  cock  his  mess-mates, 
with  tome  difficulty,  understood  by  the  boy's  talk,  that  one 
of  the  men  had  his  allowance  stopped  ;  Mr  Cozens  went 
to  know  the  reason ;  the  purser  and  he  having  some  dispute 
two  or  three  days  before,  the  purser  told  him,  when  he  ask- 
ed for  his  wine,  that  he  was  come  to  mutiny,  and  without 
any  farther  ceremony,  discharged  a  pistol  at  his  head,  and 
would  have  shot  him,  had  he  not  been  prevented  by  the 
coopet^s  canting  the  pistol  with  his  elbow,  at  tiie  instant  of 

its  going  off;  the  captain  and  lieutenant  H n,  hearing 

the  discharge  of  a  pistol,  the  latter  ran  out  with  a  firelock, 
then  called  the  captain  out  of  his  tent;,  telling  him  that  Co* 
zens  was  come  to  mutiny  ;  the  captain  on  this  jumped  out, 
asking  where  the  villain  was,  clapped  a  cock'd  pistol  to  Mr 
Cozen's  cheek,  and  precipitately  shot  him,  without  asking 
any  questions ;  the  noise  of  the  two  pistols  gomg  off  reach- 
ed our  tent;  it  was  rainy  weather,  and  lYOt  tit  tor  gunnings 
so  that  we  could  not  imagine  the  me^amg  of  it ;  soon  aKter 
we  heard  Mr  Cozens  was  shot  by  t)^  iN^vtain  :  The  lieute> 
nant  came  to  call  all  hands  to  ^^  c^^vtam  :  I  asked  if  we 
must  go  armed,  the  lienteiftant  amwt'red.  Yes ;  but,  on  con> 
sideration,  I  thought  better  tv>  iJ^>  without  arms  :  When  we 
came  to  the  captain,  he  acquaiated  us  with  what  he  had 
done,  and  told  us  be  was  still  oar  commander.  I'W  cap- 
tain, purser,  surgeon,  lieutenants  H         n,   G —  rs,  and 

F ng  of  marines,  bemn  ail  armed,  1  said  to  the  captain. 

Sir,  you  see  we  are  disanued  ;  on  this  the  captain  dropped 

his  nrelock  to  tbe  groiMtd,  saymg,  I  see  you  are,  and  have 
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only  aent  for  you,  to  let  you  all  know  I  am  still  your  com- 
mander^ 80  let  every  man  go  to  his  tent  i  accordingly  every 
man  obeyed  him.  In  our  tent,  vie  hnd  eighteen  of  the 
stoutest  fellows  that  belonged  to  the  ship,  and  I  believe  the 
captain,  and  the  gentlemen  above-mentioned,  have  some 
suspicion  of  Mr  Cummins  and  myself,  believing  we  can 
sway  most  of  the  seamen  un  shore :  But  I  think  this  day 
we  have  given  a  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  our  inlentiuiis, 
and  our  detestation  of  mutiny,  by  not  appearing  in  arms  at 
the  report  of  Mr  Cozen»  being  shot ;  we  walked  up  with 
the  captain,  where  we  saw  Mr  Cozens  witl)  his  ellinw  o|i 
the  ground  lublliig  lily  ligiil  cheek  on  the  palm  of  Iijh  liiind, 
alive,  and  to  appearance liensible,  but  speechless;  the  cap- 
tain ordered  him  to  the  siok-tent.  ll)n  surgeon's  mate  diess- 
cti  Ills  left  cheek  where  lie  was  alioi,  uiiiT  IlII  n  hall  nhfiilt 
three  inches  under  his  right  eye  ;  the  surgeon  refused  dress- 
ing him  :  This  we  may  impute  to  his  having  lately  a  quar> 
relwith  Mr  Cozens,  which  has  been  already  meiitiunedt 
The  shooting  of  Mr  Cozens  was  a  very  unhappy  affair; 
The  person  whose  allowance  was  stopped  niaae  no  com- 
plaint to  him,  he  was  too  ofBcious  in  the  business,  and  his 
mecoding  behaviour,  and  notorious  disrespectful  words  to 
the  captain,  mi^ht  probably  make  the  captain  suspect  his 
design  was  mutmy  ;  tho'  this  we  must  aver,  that  Mr  Co- 
zens neither  on  Inis,  or  any  other  occasion,  appeared  in 
arms  since  the  loss  of  the  sliip.  However,  his  fate  laid  the 
foundation  of  a  great  deal  of  mischief  which  afterwards  fol« 
lowed. 

Thursday  the  1 1th,  moderate  gales  at  W.N.W.  The  cor- 
penter  employed  in  laying  the  blocks  for  the  long-boat. 

Dr  O y,  of  the  land  forces,  was  desired  to  assist  the 

surgeon's  mate,  to  take  the  bnll  out  of  Mr  Cozens's  cheek, 
which  he  then  was  inclinable  to  do,  but  in  the  afternoon, 
finding  it  not  agreeable  to  the  captain,  refused  to  go,  as  we 
are  informed  by  the  surgeon's  mule,  who  desired  some  sur- 
geon might  be  present,  to  be  witness  of  the  operation  ;  the 
ball  was  taken  out,  and  for  some  time  supposed  to  be  lost, 
but  was  afterwards  found. 

Tliis  day  being  the  12th,  the  carpenter  finished  the 
blocks  for  lengthening  the  long-bout :  In  the  morning  he 
went  to  tlie  captain's  tent  for  some  bolts  for  the  use  of  the 
long-boat,  where  he  saw  the  surgeon  at  the  medicine-chest, 
who  asked  him  how  that  unfortunate  creature  did,  meaning 
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Mr  Cozens ;  the  carpenter  told  him,  he  had  not  seen  him 
to-day  :  The  surgeon  then  said  he  would  have  visited  him, 
but  the  captain  would  not  give  him  leave.  This  was  looked 
on  as  ail  aet  of  inhumanity  in  the  captain,  and  contributed 
very  much  to  his  losing  the  affections  of  the  people,  whose 
opinion  was,  that  as  Mr  Coiens  war  very  strong  and  healthy, 
with  proper  assistance  he  might  recover;  the  people  did 
not  scruple  to  say,  that  the  captain  would  act  a  more  ho- 
nourable part  to  discharge  another  pistol  at  him,  and  dis- 
fantch  him  at  once,  than  to  deny  him  relief,  and  suffer  him 
to  languish  in  a  cold  wet  place  in  pain  and  misery. 

On  the  l.llli,  Mr  Cozens  being,  to  all  outward  appear* 
•nee,  likrjv  to  recover,  desired  he  might  be  removed  to  our 
lent,  which  was  his  place  of  residence  before  this  unhappy 
accident.  Wo  heing  unwilling  to  disoblige  the  captain,  tne 
carpenter  and  myself  waitea  on  liim ;  we  tola  him,  we 
were  come  lu  hsI^  a  favour,  hoping  that  he  would  have  so 
much  mercy  and  compassion  oh  llie  unhappy  man  who  was 
in  the  aick  tent,  as  to  permit  us  to  remove  him  to  his  for- 
mer lodging,  but  the  captain  answer'd,  No,  I  am  so  far  from 
it,  that  if  he  Hves,  I  will  cc 
modore,  and  hang  him. 

On  the  14th,  went  aboard  the  ship,  but  could  do  nothing, 
•he  workins  so  very  much,  we  brought  ashore  the  fore-top 
snii  yard  ;  Mie  boat  went  up  the  river,  brought  back  abun- 
dance oi  geese  and  sliaggs.     Wind  at  west. 

MiHulay  the  I5ih,  hard  gales  of  wind  at  west,  with  rain 
and  hail ;  drove  ashore  three  barrels  of  flour  and  abundance 
of  small  stuff  out  of  the  ship  ;  took  up  a-long  shore  several 

fiieces  of  pork  and  beef:  John  Anderson,  a  seaman,  walk* 
Rg  round  the  rocks,  and  reaching  after  a  piece  of  beef, 
slipping  his  footing,  was  drown'd,  but  taken  up  directly, 
and  that  night  bury'd :  Turn'd  the  boatswain  out  of  our 
tent  for  breeding  quarrels;  his  turbulent  temper  was  so  well 
known  to  the  captain,  that  he  express'd  himself  pleas'd  at 
our  turning  him  out,  and  said  he  was  surprized  we  ever  ad- 
mitted him  among  us. 

On  the  7th,  the  carpenter  at  work  on  the  long-boat :  The 
surgeon's  mate,  this  day  took  out  of  Mr  Cozens's  cheek  a 
ball  much  flatted,  and  a  piece  of  bone,  supposed  to  be  part 
of  the  upper  jaw,  whicii  was  desired  by  Mr  Cozens  to  be 
delivered  to  me ;  I  receiv'd  it,  with  the  first  ball  mention'd 
to  have  been  lost.  - 

Thursday 
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Thursday  the  18th,  the  carpenter  cut  the  long-boat  in 
two,  and  lengthen'd  her  eleven  feet  ten  inches  and  half  by 
the  keel. 

Sunday  the  ftl»t,  went  aboard  the  ship,  but  it  being  dan- 
gerous going  about  ai^  thing,  by  reason  of  her  working 
ntuch,  and  a  great  sea  tumbling  in,  the  boats  w>ere  employ'd 
in  going  about  the  rocks  in  search  of  subsistence. 

The  Stkl,  the  oarpenler  went  with  the  boat  up  tbe  bay  to 
seek  tt)e  Indians,  but  saw  nothing  of  them ;  at  night  the 
boat  return'd,  the  people  having  shot  abundance  <m  wild- 
fowl. 

The  2Sd,  the  lieutenant  went  with  the  boat,  and  fotmd 
the  lixtians  just  conse  frona  the  place  wliere  they  catch  seal ; 
their  canoes  were  loaded  with  seal,  sheep,  and  oil. 

Wednesday  Um  24th,  departed  this  life,  Mr  Henry  Cq- 
aens,  midshipmao,  after  languishing  fourteen  days  withUM 
wound  he  had  received  in  bis  cheek  :  We  bury'd  him  in  as 
decent  a  manner  as  time,  place,  and  circumstances  would 
albw.  There  have  died  sundry  ways  since  the  ship  first 
struck,  forty-five  men ;  seven  Imve  deserted  from  us,  and 
still  continue  away ;  remain  and  now  victual'd  oae  huadred 
men. 

Thursday  the  85th,  the  wind  at  W.N.W.  and  rainy  wea- 
ther; saw  the  Indians  coming  towards  us  in  their  canoes* 
but  tbe  deiieiters  settling  where  they  took  their  habitation 
when  first  we  saw  'en,  by  their  rowing,  we  thought  they 
were  design'd  to  go  there ;  and  knowing  the  deserters  in- 
tended to  take  oae  of  theis  canoes  to  go  over  the  main,  we 
therefore  launch'd  the  y«wl.  and  went  oif  to  them ;  there 
were  five  canoes  of  'en,  laden  with  seal,,  sliell-fish,  and  four 
sheep ;  they  brought  with  'em  their  wives  and  children,  sa 
that  in  all  they  were  about  Hfty  in  number ;  they  hawl'd 
their  canoes  up,  and  buiU  four  wigg  whims^  which  they  co- 
ver'd  with  the  bark  of  trees  and  seu-skins  ;  we  imagined  by 
this  they  had  an  intention  to  settle  with  us ;  tliey  are  a  very 
simple  and  inoffensive  people,  of  a  low  stature,  flat>nos'dj 
with  their  eyes  sunk  very  deep  in  their  heads ;  they  live  con- 
tinually in  smoak,  and  are  never  without  a  fire,  even  in 
their  canoes;  they  have  nothing  to  cover  their  nakedness, 
but  a  piece  of  an  old  blaaket,  which  they  throw  over  tlieii* 
shoulders :  We  always  see  'em  in  this  manner,  notwith- 
standing we  cloath  'em  whenever  they  come  to  us.  By  the 
crosses  set  up  in  many  parts  of  the  lu    i,  one  would  think 
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tliev  bad  tome  notion  of  tira  Romish  religion  :  We  cm'! 
make  'em  uaderitaad  ut  by  any  speech,  nor  by  our  sign  t 
We  show'd  'em  a  looking-glass ;  when  thev  saw  the  reme* 
tealation  of  themselves,  they  secn'd  amavd,  and  sbew  d  a 
thoaaapd  antick  seitnres,  and  when  once  tiwv  beheU  them- 
selves in  the  looking-glass,  they  could  hardly  be  prevail'd 
oo  to  look  o£ 

On  Sunday  the  S8th,  ia  the  iiftemoon,  abovt  twelve  of 
the  Indian  women  went  off  in  their  canoes  :  We  thooght 
tbe^  were  gone  to  get  muscles,  bat  soon  saw  'em  diving, 
which  we  imagia'd  wm  foe  pieces  of  beef  or  pork  that  come 
out  of  the  wreck  ;  but,  when  they  came  ashore,  we  fonnd 
tbcy  bad  been  only  diving  for  se»-eggs.  The  women  among 
those  peopJe  seem  to  take  mx>ro  pains  for  the  provisions  (w 
Wk  tbaa  the  men ;  the  latter  bavmg  little  to  do  but  to  pro- 
'vide  wood,  and  indwlge  themselves  by  the  fire,  while  the 
women  go  erery  tide  a  fishing.  To-day  we  kiU'd  two  Iiidiaa 
ahenk 

Moad^  the  89tbi,  hnsnch'd  the  yawl  to  go  wtth  the  In- 
dians to  sbew  na  wbere  they  get  the  mwides ;  bat  being  too 
hifae  for  die  kide,  we  came  awwy  without  any  :  The  captain 
semt  to  our  tent  two  quartets  of  roatton  f  tlie  carpenter  daily 
at  work  on  the  long-boat.    Winds  varmUe. 

On  the  90th,  the  Indian  women  west  again  for  am-enc, 
a^d  faroii^ht  a  great  qoanttty,  with  abmidance  of  while 
maggots,  about  three  qaartcrs  of  an  inch  in  length,  and  ia 
circumfieseaee  the  bigness  of  a  wheat-straw.  These  women 
keep  an  iocredible  time  under  water,  with  a  small  basket  in 
their  hands,  aboat  the  aise  of  the  women's  work-baskets  in 
Ea^land,  into  which  they  put  whatever  th^  gel  in  their 
dtvme.  Amooig  these  people  the  order  of  natnce  seems  in<< 
verted ;  tlte  males  are  exempted  from  hardships  and  labour, 
nnd  the  women  are  meer  slaves  aad  dirndges.  This  day  one 
of  our  seamen  died :  We  observe^  the  Indians  are  very 
watcbfot  of  the  dead,  sitting  cMitinnally  near  the  above- 
mentioo'd  corpse,  and  carcfaUy  covering  him,  every  mo- 
ment lookiag  on  the  face  of  the  deceas-'d  with  abundance 
of  gravity :  At  the  burial  their  deportaaatwas  gnave  and 
solemn,  seeing  the  people  with  their  hats  off  during  the 
service,  they  were  very  attentive  and  observant,  and  conti- 
nued so  till  the  burial  was  over :  They  have  nothing,  as  I 
have  said  bei'ore,  but  a  blanket  to  cover  'em^  and  the  boys 
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and  girli  are  quite  naked,  notwithitanding  we  felt  it  ai  cold 
here,  ai  in  the  hardest  froiti  in  England,  and  almost  always 
rainy. 

Wednesday,  July  the  '1st,  employ'd  in  cutting  timbers  in 
the  woods  for  the  long-boat ;  rainy  weather,  Uie  wind  at 
S.W.  the  Indian  women  diving  for  food  as  before. 

Thursday  the  2d,  last  nisht  the  store-tent  was  broke  open, 
and  robb'd  of  a  great  deaf  of  flour. 

Monday  the  6tb,  hard  gales  of  wind,  with  showers  of 
rain  and  hnil,  came  ashore  from  the  ship  one  cask  of  beef, 
with  seve'rol  of  the  lower-deck  carlings,  and  plank  of  the 
upper  and  lower-deck  beams,  and,  what  was  reckon'd  very 
odd|  the  cabin-bell  came  ashore,  without  iia  being  fasten'd 
to  any  wood,  or  ony  one  thing  of  the  ship  near  it. 

Tuesday  the  7th,  hard  gales  of  wind,  with  hail,  rain,  and 
lightning :  The  Indian  women  went  out  as  usual  in  their 
canoes  to  dive  for  sea-eggs,  and  brought  ashore  abundance 
of  'em;  they  jump  overboard  out  of  their  canoe  about  a 
mile  from  shore,  they  take  the  handle  of  their  baskets, 
which  I  have  already  described,  between  their  teeth,  diving 
five  or  six  fathom  water ;  their  agility  in  diving,  and  their 
continuance  under  water  for  so  long  a  time  as  they  gene- 
rally do,  will  be  thought  impossible  by  persons  who  nave 
not  been  eye-witnesses  of  it ;  they  seem  as  amphibious  to  us 
as  seals  and  alligators,  and  rarely  make  use  of  any  provi- 
sions but  what  they  get  out  of  the  sea. 

Wednesday  the  8th,  launch'd  the  yawl  and  went  on  board* 
saw  several  casks,  some  of  meat,  and  some  of  liquor,  the 
decks  and  sides  abaft  drove  out,  and  entirely  gone,  the  lar- 
board'side  abaft  drove  on  shore ;  about  two  miles  and  a  half 
from  the  tent  a  cask  of  liquor  was  found,  and  broach'd  by 
the  person  who  found  it,  which  was  allow'd  to  be  a  great 
fault ;  he  likewise  broach'd  a  cask  of  meat,  which  should 
have  been  preserved  to  carry  away  with  us. 

On  Thursday  the  9th,  the  Indians  with  their  wives  and 
children  launch'd  their  canoes,  and  went  away,  'tis  believ'd 
they  wanted  provisions,  such  as  seal,  they  are  indeed  never 
settled  long  in  a  place ;  it  was  said  some  of  our  people 
wanted  to  nave  to  do  with  their  wives,  which  was  the  rea- 
son of  their  going  away  so  soon.  To-day  we  saw  several 
things  drive  out  of  the  ship  up  the  lagoon,  as  the  stump  of 
the  main-mast,  one  of  the  pumps,  with  one  of  the  gun-car- 
riages.   Wind  at  N.W. 

Friday 
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Friday  the  10th,  went  aboard  the  ship,  found  her  broke 
asunder  just  at  the  gang-way,  saw  the  cablet  out  to  the 
windward,  but  could  not  see  any  casks  of  liquor  or  provi- 
•ions,  went  to  shorter  allowance  of  Hour,  one  pound  for 
three  men  per  diem.  Last  night  the  tent  was  robbed  of  half 
a  barrel  of  flour.  Orders  were  given  by  the  captain  to  watch 
the  store-tent  by  night ;  oil  the  uflicers,  the  marine  inclu* 
ded,  with  the  mates  and  midshipmen,  were  oblig'd  to  watch, 
the  captain  and  carpenter  alone  excus'd,  the  carpenter  be- 
ine  every  day  at  work  on  the  long-boat. 

Friday  the  l7th,  for  this  week  oast  hard  gales  of  wind, 
with  rain  and  hail  as  usual.  Last  Wednesday  the  ship  part> 
ed  her  upper  works  from  the  lower  deck  :  Launch'd  the 
boat  and  went  off  to  the  wreck,  but  could  do  nothing,  went 
up  the  bay,  took  a  quarter  cask,  about  three  parts  full  of 
wme,  saw  the  Indian  dogs  ashore,  but  no  people. 

Saturday  the  18th,  launched  the  boat,  sent  her  to  the 
wreck,  and  brought  ashore  one  cask  of  beef,  it  is  believed 
tome  guns  were  lieard  from  the  sea :  The  watch  reported 
they  have  heard  them  two  nights  past.  Great  disturbancet 
among  the  people.    Wind  at  £.N.E.  and  frosty  weather. 

Sunday  the  19th,  launch'd  the  boat,  sent  her  to  the 
wreck,  hook'd  a  cask  supposed  to  be  beef,  but  when  towed 
ashore,  we  found  it  contained  nothing  but  hatches ;  we  took 
up  along  ashore,  abundance  of  checque  shirts  in  dozens, 
also  caps,  balet  of  cloth,  and  pieces  of  beef  and  pork. 

Wednesday  the  £2d.  This  da^  began  to  build  a  house  to 
dwell  in,  finding  our  stay  here  will  be  much  longer  than  we 
at  first  expected. 

The  23d,  took  up  along  shore  several  pieces  of  beef  and 
pork,  shirts,  caps,  frocks,  trowsers,  pieces  of  cloth,  with  other 
serviceable  things,  and  wax  candles  of  all  sizes. 

Saturday  the  25th,  hard  showers  of  rain  and  hail,  the 
wind  at  north.  Shot  several  sea-^ulls,  geese,  hawks,  and 
other  birds :  The  carpenter  had  this  day  given  him  by  one 
of  the  people,  a  fine  large  rock  crab,  it  being  the  first  of 
the  kind  we  ever  saw  here. 

Sunday  the  26th,  moderate  gales  and  variable  winds,  with 
rain  and  hail :    Most  part  of  our  people  eat  a  weed  that 

{jrows  on  the  rocks ;  it  is  a  thin  weed  of  a  dark  green  co- 
our,  and  called  by  the  seamen,  Slaugh.  It  is  surprizing 
how  the  black  currant  trees,  which  are  nere  in  great  plenty, 
have  budded  within  these  three  days.  Began  thatching  our 
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new  bouse  wilh  bushes :  To-Any  we  caa^ht  a  fine  roc^-€sh ; 
this  is  the  first  fish  we  have  seen  alive  since  our  being  here* 
Observing  our  new  town,  we  find  there  are  no  less  than  18 
houses  in  it. 

Monday  the  27th,  launched  the  boat,  went  to  the  wreck, 
but  foi»d  nothing  ;  close  weather,  the  wind  still  at  north  : 
Rose  the  sheets  lor  erecting  a  tent  over  the  long-boat  to 
keep  the  men  fron  being  expowd  to  the  continual  rainf* 
Tliis  day  we  finished  the  thatching  of  our  new  house. 

Wednesday  the  29th,  fresh  gtues  at  ^'.W.  with  rain; 
sure  no  men  ever  met  with  such  weather  as  we  have  in  this 
climate  :  To-day  wc  waUied  in  the  woods  to  take  some  no- 
tice of  tbe  trees,  vrbich  we  find  to  be  very  much  like  our 
beech  iu  England  ;  but  the  trees  and  bushes  are  in  general 
of  a  soft  free  nature,  and  with  a  spicy  bark. 

Thursday  tbe  90lb,  wind  still  at  N  W.  andi  rainy  weather. 
This  day  departed  this  life,  Nath«ni«>l  Robinson,  the  tast 
private  man  of  tbe  tavalids;  there  are  now  only  two  left, 
viz.  the  captain  and  surgeon.     Being  at  the  honouraMe 

Mr  B n's  tent,  I  found  him  looking  in  Sir  John  Narbo* 

rough's  voyage  to  these  aeaa :  This  book  I  desired  tbe  loan 

o^  he  told  m€  it  was  Captain  C p's,  and  did  not  doubt 

but  he  wottid  lend  it  me ;  this  fkvour  I  requested  of  tbe 
captain,  and  it  was  presently  granted.  Caiefully  perusing 
this  book,  I  conceived  an  opinion  tba*  our  going  thnauKli 
the  Streights  of  Magellan  for  tbe  coast  of  Brasil,  would  be 
the  only  way  to  prevent  our  throwing  ouvselives  into  the 
hands  of  a  cruel,  barbarous,  and  insulting  enemy  :  Our 
long-boat,  when  finished,  can  be  fit  for  no  enterprize,  but 
tbe  pfeservatioB  of  life :  As  we  cannot  act  offensively,  we 
ought  to  have  regard  to  our  safety  and  liberty.  This  even* 
ing  proposals  were  offered  to  the  officers  cencerniog  our 
going  through  the  Streights  ot  Magellan ;  which  at  this 
time  they  seem  to  approve  of. 

Friday  the  Slat,  hard  gales  at  N.W.  with  rain  :  This  day 
was  taken  up  along  shore,  ao  otter  just  kilkd,  but  by  what 
animal  we  could  not  tell ;  it  was  bleeding  fre^h  when  taken 
up,  and  proved  a  dainty  repast  Came  a^thore  the  ship's 
beams,  with  several  tiiinga  of  great  value. 

Saturday,  August  the  Ist,  hard  gales  at  N.W.  wilh  rain 
and  hail.  This  day  put  loan  allowance  of  flour,  one  quar- 
ter of  a  pound  a  man  per  diem,  and  one  pmt  of  wine : 
Those  who  like  brandy,  to  have  half  a  pmt  m  lieu  of  wme. 

We 
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We  have  now  in  a  manner  nothing  to  live  on  but  what  we 
pick'd  up  along  the  shore :  Tiie  ship's  company  agree  to 
go  through  the  Streights  of  Magellan. 

Sunday  the  2d,  this  morning  found  the  store-tent  rob- 
bed of  brandy,  filled  up  all  the  ullage  casks,  picked  up 
about  the  rocks  abundance  of  clams,  a  shelUfish  not  unlike 
our  cockles:  These  fish  are  at  present  the  support  of  our 
life.  The  people  are  now  very  quarrelsome  and  discon- 
teaied. 

Monday  the  3d,  this  day  having  fine  weather  (which  is 
a  prodigy  in  this  place)  launched  the  boat,  and  went  about 
the  rocks  and  islands  on  discovery.  This  day  we  also  mo- 
ved  into  our  new  house,  it  being  a  very  commodious  habi« 
tation,  exceedingly  well  thatched;  in  this  dwelling  there 
are  cabins  for  fourteen  people,  which  are  covered  inside 
and  out  with  broad  cloth :  This  is  a  rich  house,  and,  in 
some  parts  of  the  world,  would  purchase  a  pretty  estate ; 
there  are  several  hundred  yards  of  cloth  about  it,  besides 
the  curtains  and  linings,  which  are  shalloon  and  camblet ; 
in  short,  considering  where  we  are,  we  cannot  desire  a  bet- 
ter habitation.  The  people  fall  into  disputes  concerning 
the  boat,  where  we  are  to  proceed  with  her,  when  she  is 
built  and  ready  for  going  oif.  it  is  ^he  opinion  of  the  na- 
vigators, that  going  through  the  Streights  of  Magellan  is 
the  safest  and  only  way  to  preserve  life  and  liberty :  The 
artists,  who  have  worked  the  bearings  and  distance,  are 
very  pressing  that  it  should  be  moved  to  the  captain,  pur- 
posing to  have  their  reasons  drawn  up,  and  signed  by  all 
who  are  willing  to  go  that  way,  and  to  be  delivered  to  the 
captain  for  his  opinion ;  upon  this  there  was  a  paper  drawn 
up,  and  as  soon  as  the  people  heard  it,  they  came  flocking 
to  sign  first,  crying  all  aloud  for  the  Streights,  seeming 
overjoyed,  as  if  they  were  going  to  England  directly,  with- 
out any  affliction  or  trouble,  but  there  must  be  a  great  deal 
of  hardships  to  be  encountered  before  we  arrive  at  oui  na- 
tive cimntry :  This  paper  was  signed  by  all  the  officers  on 
the  spot,  except  the  captain,  lieutenant,  purser,  and  sur- 
geon, and  by  all  the  seamen  in  general,  except  the  captain's 
steward. 

Tuesday  the  4th,  at  the  time  of  serving  at  the  store- 
house, about  twelve  o'clock,  I  went  to  the  captain,  with  the 
master,  carpenter,  and  boatswain,  and  read  to  him  the  pa- 
per ; 
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per ;  he  answered  he  would  consider  of  it>  and  give  his  an- 
swer :  Here  follows  a  copy  of  the  paper  signed  : — 


"  We  whose  names  are  under-mentioned,  do,  upon  mature 
consideration,  as  we  have  met  with  so  happy  a  deliver&nce, 
think  it  the  best,  surest,  and  most  safe  way  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  body  of  people  on  the  spot,  to  proceed  through 
the  Streights  of  Magellan  for  England.  Dated  at  a  deso- 
late island  on  the  coast  of  Patagonia,  in  the  latitude  of  47 
deg.  00  min.  south,  and  west  longitude  from  the  meridian 
of  London  81  deg.  40  min.  in  the  South  Seas,  this  2d  day 
of  August,  l74l. 


John  Bulkeley,  gunner. 

John  Cummins,  carpenter. 

Thomas  Clark,  master. 

John  King,  boatswain. 

John  Jones,  master's  mate. 

John  Snow,  ditto. 

Robt.  Elliot,  surgeon's  mate. 

The  Hon.  John  Byron,  mid- 
shipman. 

Alexander  Campbell,  ditto. 

Isaac  Morris,  ditto. 

Thomas  Maclean,  cook. 

John  Moorina,  boatswain's 
mate. 

Henry  Stevens, 

Benjamin  Smith, 

John  Montgomery, 

John  Duck, 

John  Hayes, 

James  Butler, 

John  Hart, 

James  Roach, 

Job  Barns, 

John  Pelman, 

William  Caliicutt, 
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Richard  Phipps,  boatswain's 
mate. 

John  Young,  cooper. 

Richard  Noble,  quarter-mas- 
ter. 

William  Rose,  ditto. 

William  Hervey,  quarter- 
gunner. 

John  Bosman,  seaman. 

William  Moore,  ditto. 

Samuel  Stook,  ditto. 

Samuel  Cooper,  ditto. 

David  Buckley,  quarter-gun- 
ner. 

George  Smith, 

Peter  Deleroy, 

James  M'Cawle, 

John  George, 

John  Shorclan, 

Richard  East, 

William  Lane, 

William  Oram, 

Moses  Lewis, 

Nicholas  Griselham, 


c 
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"  We  whose  names  are  under-mentioned,  have  had  suffi- 
cient 
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cient  reasons,  from  the  above-mentioned  people,  to  consent 
to  go  this  way.    Signed  by 

Captain  Robert  Pemberton,  commander 
of  his  majesty's  land  forces. 

.  ;•J:^: ;/  ^  '  ^  ^  William  Fielding,  ~ 

*  "     '  Robert  Ewers, 
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lieutenants." 


Wednesday  the  5th,  this  day  I  went  with  the  master, 
carpenter,  master's  mates,  and  midshipmen,  to  the  captain, 
to  acquaint  him  with  what  was  done,  and  resolved  on,  and 
farther  told  him,  it  was  a  duty  incumbent  on  us  to  preserve 
life  before  any  other  interest.  He  answered.  Gentlemen,  I 
desire  time  to  consider  of  it,  and  will  give  you  my  final  de- 
termination ;  on  which  we  took  our  leave,  and  came  away. 

Thursday  the  6th,  hard  gales  at  W.  S.  W.  and  rainy 
weather.  At  noon  we  went  with  Mr  Cummins  to  Captain 
P — mb — rt — n's  tent,  to  have  some  farther  conference  for 
our  future  deliverance :  While  we  were  there,  the  captain 

sent  his  service  to  Captain  C p  for  a  pair  of  pockets 

pistols,  his  own  property,  which  had  been  refused  him  on 
his  request  some  time  before.  The  servant  was  answered, 
by  the  captain's  favourite  and  prime  minister  the  steward. 
The  captain  is  ill,  and  I  can't  let  you  have  'em.  This  an- 
swer not  being  satisfactory  to  Captain  P — mb — rt — n,  he 
sent  a  second  time,  and  insisted  on  the  delivery  of  his  pis- 
tols, but  was  answered,  they  could  nst  be  come  at  before 
the  captain  was  up;  but  a  little  time  after  it  was  judged 
proper  to  send  Captain  P — mb— rt — n  his  pistols.  From 
Captain  P — mb — rt — n's  we  went  to  the  L — t's  tent;  wbili; 

there,  the  L — t  was  sent  to  Captain  C p,  about  an  houi 

after  the  carpenter  and  myself  were  sent  for;  when  we 
came  to  him,  he  said.  Gentlemen,  I  have  maturely  consi- 
dered the  contents  of  your  paper,  so  far  as  it  regards  the 
preservation  of  the  people  on  the  spot :  This  papti  !  as  gi- 
ven me  a  great  deal  of  uneasiness,  insomuch  that  I  have 
not  closed  my  eyes  till  eight  o'clock  this  morning,  for 
thinking  of  it,  but,  I  think,  you  have  not  weighed  the  thing 
rightly ;  do  you  know  we  are  above  one  hundred  and  sixty 
leagues  distant  S.W.  from  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  with 
the  wind  against  us  i  Then  think  on  the  distance  to  be  run 
afterwards  on  the  other  side  the  Streights,  with  the  wind 
always  against  us,  and  where  no  water  is  to  be  had.  I  an- 
swered. Sir,  you  say  it  is  above  one  hundred  and  sixty 
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leagues  to  the  Slreights,  but  let  the  navigators  work  itj  and 
they  will  find  it  not  above  ninety  leagues;  yourself  and 
lieutenant  are  undoubtedly  navigators  and  judges,  therefore 
will  certainly  find  it  as  I  say.  Mr  Cummins  acquainted 
him,  accordingly  to  his  calculation,  the  vessel  would  carry 
a  month's  water,  at  a  quart  a  man  per  diem ;  and,  sir,  do 
you  consider,  after  running;  along  shore  to  the  northward 
this  side  the  land,  that  we  have  one  hundred  leagues  to  run 
right  out  to  sea  to  the  island  of  Juan  Ferdinandez,  and  five 
hundred  chances  to  one  if  we  meet  the  commodore  there, 
or  any  of  the  squadroui  nor  do  we  know  but  the  commo- 
dore may  have  shared  the  same  fate  with  ourselves,  or  per- 
haps worse  i  The  captain  answered.  It's  a  thousand  to  one 
if  we  see  tiie  commodore  at  Juan  Ferdinandez ;  for,  gen- 
demen,  to  let  you  into  a  secret,  which  I  never  discovered 
before,  we  chall  meet  him  at  Baldavia,  his  orders  were  from 
■■  to  go  there  with  the  squadron,  it  being  a  place  of 

little  or  no  force.  Mr  Cummins  answered,  Sir,  'tis  agreed, 
the  commodore  is  at  Baldavia,  but  we  make  it  in  our  bar- 
gain, when  we  go  from  hence,  that  we  will  put  ashore  at 
every  place  when  we  want  water,  whenever  the  weather 
will  permit,  without  any  obstruction.  The  captain  replied. 
There  is  no  occasion  for  that,  we  will  water  at  the  islands, 
and  take  a  vessel  going  along.  Mr  Cummins  said.  Sir,  what 
shall  we  do  with  a  vessel,  without  provisions,  for  ninety 
souls  ?  The  captain  answered,  We  will  take  a  vessel  loadeu 
with  flour  from  Chili,  there  being  a  great  many  trading  ves- 
sels that  way,  and  then  we  will  proceed  through  the  Streights 
of  Magellan.  Mr  Cummins  said,  How  shall  we  take  a  ves- 
sel without  guns,  not  having  any  but  muskets,  and  our  ene- 
mies know,  as  well  as  ourselves,  that  we  have  a  squadron  iii 
these  seas,  therefore,  undoubtedly  are  well  armed,  and  keep 
a  good  look-out  ?  The  captain's  answer  to  this  was.  What 
are  our  small  arms  for,  but  to  board  'em  ?  The  carpenter 
said.  Sir,  if  a  shot  should  take  the  boat  under  water,  it 
would  not  be  in  my  power  to  slop  a  leak  jf  that  kind, 
where  the  plank  is  so  thin,  that  in  some  places  it  is  not 
above  three  quarters  of  an  inch  thick.  The  captain  then 
said.  Gentlemen,  I  am  agreeable  to  any  thing,  and  willing 
to  go  any  way,  for  the  preservation  of  the  people ;  but  at 
the  same  time  would  have  you  consider  of  it,  the  wind  be- 
ing always  against  us  on  the  other  side  the  land,  and  we 
have  above  seven  hundred  leagues  to  the  river  Plate.     I 
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fibswered  the  captain^  Tis  not  above  five  hnndred  and 
ninety  leagues  from  hence  to  Cape  St  Antonio's ;  and,  as  t 
have  before  said,  let  the  navigators  work  it,  and  reason  take 
place,  which  is  what  we  chiefly  desire  to  be  governed  by: 
Another  inducement  we  huve  to  go  the  way  proposed  is, 
that  we  may  be  assured  of  water  and  provision.  I  allow 
that,  says  the  captain,  and  we  may  save  our  own ;  but  how 
do  you  know  whether  we  may  not  meet  enemies  in  the 
Streighls  ?  I  replied  to  the  captain.  We  can  have  no  ene- 
mies to  encounter  there,  but  Indians  in  their  canoes,  and 
those  we  can  master  at  our  pleasure.  The  captain  then 
seemed  to  countenance  our  opinion  again,  and  said.  When 
we  come  to  St  Julian's  we  shall  be  sure  of  salt  in  plenty  for 
our  provisions,  without  which  our  fowls  will  not  keep  above 
two  or  three  days:  Besides,  when  we  come  to  the  river 
Plate,  we  may  meet  with  a  prize,  they  not  being  acquainted 
with  any  English  vessel  like  ours,  with  schooner's  sails,  by 
which  means  we  may  run  up  the  river  and  take  a  larger 
vessel :  If  we  fail  here,  we  may  go  ashore,  and  get  what 
cattle  we  please,  but  what  business  have  we  at  the  Rio 
<5rand  f  We  must  go  to  the  Rio  Janeiro.  I  told  him,  we 
should  be  obliged  to  stop  at  every  place  along  shore  for 
supplies  ;  at  8l  Catharine's  the  governor  will  give  us  a  cer- 
tificate, so  that  we  ahal!  be  krown  to  be  the  people  that 
were  there  in  the  squad/on.  The  captain  said.  That's  true, 
and  I  can  get  bills  of  credit  in  any  part  of  Brazil ;  besides, 
the  people  may  be  separated,  some  in  the  Flola,  and  some 
in  other  ships,  with  less  hands  we  may  go  to  Barbedoes. 
Mr  Cummins  told  him,  we  might  venture  to  England  with 
twelve  ';ands.  Yes,  you  may,  says  the  captain,  with  thirtj'-. 
It  is  to  be  observed,  during  all  this  debate,  the  lieutenant 
spoke  not  a  word.  The  carpenter  asking  him  the  reason  of 
his  silence  in  all  the  consultation,  he  answered,  I'll  give  my 
opinion  hereafter.  The  captain  said,  I  knew  nothing  of 
his  being  acquainted  with  it,  till  Mr  Bulkeley  told  me  yes- 
terday ;  but  at  the  same  time,  Mr  B s,  I  expect,  you 

will  be  the  first  that  will  sign  the  paper.  I  imagined  the 
captain  meant  our  paper,  and  immediately  answered,  with 
some  waimth.  As  he  had  refused  signing  at  Hrst,  and  at  the 
same  time  agreed  to  the  proposal,  that  I  had  signed  so 
close,  that  there  was  no  room  left  for  his  name,  and  now  it 
was  too  late  for  him  to  sign.  The  captain  surprized  me,  by 
laying,  I  don't  mean  your  paper ;  I  told  him,  Any  other, 
.  vol.  XVII.  2  F  which 
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which  bhoultl  be  contrary  to  ours,  would  never  be  signf:^! 
by  us.  Mr  Cummins  said  to  the  captain,  Sir,  'tis  all  owing  to 
you  that  we  are  here  ;  if  you  had  consulted  your  officers,  we 
might  have  avoided  this  misfortune)  considering  the  condi- 
tion the  ship  was  in,  she  was  not  tit  to  come  in  with  the 
land,  all  our  men  being  sick,  and  not  above  three  seaipeu 
in  a  watch ;  suppose  the  mast  had  gone  by  the  board,  as 
was  every  moment  expected.    The  captain  made  answer. 
Gentlemen,  you  do  not  know  my  orders ;  there  never  were 
any  so  strict  given  to  a  commander  before,  and  had  I  but 
two  men  living  besides  nvyself,  I  must,  and  was  obliged  to 
go  to  the  fust  rendezvous,  which  was  the  island  of  Nostra 
3enhora  di  Socora:  I  was  obliged  to  go  there  at  all  events. 
J  made  answer  to  this.  Sir,  if  that  is  the  case,  it  seerjs  plain 
the  thing  was  designed  we  should  be  here  :  But,  dc,  I  am 
of  opinion,  notwithstanding  the  commodore  had  his  orders 
from   ■        to  go  with  the  squadron  to  Baldavia,  that  at  the 
same  time  those  orders  were  so  far  discretional,  that  if  the 
squadron  was  disabled,  care  was  to  be  taken  not  to  endan- 
ger his  majesty's  ships.     Yes,  that  (says  the  captain)  wjfs 
settled  at  St  Julian's  :  Notwithstanding  what  has  been  said, 
gentlemen,  I  am  agreeable  to  lake  any  chance  with  you, 
and  to  go  any  way;  but  would  have  you  consider  of  it,  and 
defer  your  determination  till  all  is  ready  to  go  off  the  spot> 
I  then  told  the  captain,  You  have  known,  sir,  from  the 
time  you  saw  the  proposal,  that  the  people  are  uneasy,  and 
the  work  is  at  a  stand,  and  in  this  situation  things  will  be 
until  this  aftUir  is  settled ;  therefore  the  sooner  you  resolve 
the  better.  The  captain  replied,  I  design  to  have  a  consult- 
ation among  my  ofiicers  :  Have  you  any  more  objections 
to  make?  1  answered.  Yes,  sir,  one  more  ;  which  is,  when 
you  go  from  hence,  you  are  not  to  weigh,  come  to  an  an- 
chor, or  alter  course,  without  consulting  your  oflicers.  The 
captain  said,  Gentlemen,  1  was  your  commander  till  the 
ship  parted,  or  as  long  as  any  stores  or  provisions  were  get- 
ting out  of  lier.  We  told  him,  we  had  always  taken  care  to 
obey  his  orders  in  the  strictest  manner,  which  he  allowed 
us  to  have  done;  and  he  added.  You  were  the  officers  that 
I  placed  my  whole  dependence  in.    VV    answered.  Sir,  we 
will  support  you  with  our  lives,  as  long  as  you  suffer  rea- 
son-to rule:  And  then  we  parted.    After  this  consultation 
the  captain  seldom  came  out  of  his  tent,  which  occasioned 
great  disluibaoces  among  the  people. 
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Friday  the  7lli,  the  wind  at  W.N.W.  with  rain.  Thia 
■tJay  the  navigators  worked  the  bearings  and  distance  along 
shore,  from  one  place  to  another,  to  know  the  true  dis- 
tance: Hereupon  it  was  agreed  to  proceed  through  the 
Streights  of  Magellan,  according  to  Sir  John  Narborough's 
directions,  which  give  us  great  encouragement  to  go  that 

Away.  Captain  P- n  drawed  his  men  up,  and  dismissed 

'em  again.     Great  uneasiness  among  the  people. 

Saturday  the  8th,  this  mornins  went  to  the  lieotenant, 
for  him  to  acquaint  the  captain  all  his  officers  were  ready 
to  give  suifiioient  reasons  for  going  through  the  Streights  of 
Magellan,  desiring  a  consultation  might  be  held  in  the  af- 
iernoon.  At  three  o'clock  the  captain  sent  for  me  and  Mr 
Ouiiimins ;  when  we  cntne,  the  master  and  boatswain  were 
sent  for,  but  they  were  gone  in  search  of  subsistence,  as 
limpetts,  muscles,  Sic.  The  captain  said.  Gentlemen,  I 
don't  doubt  btityou  have  considered  upon  the  business  you 
are  come  about;  therefore  I  am  determined  to  take  my 
fnte  with  you,  or  where  the  spirit  of  the  people  leads,  and 
shall  use  my  best  endeavours  for  their  preservation ;  but  I 
am  afraid  of  meeting  contrary  winds,  for  after  the  sun  has 
crossed  the  Line  we  must  expect  to  meet  'em.  I  made  an- 
swer. By  all  accounts  the  wind  hangs  from  N.W.  to  the 
S.  W.  above  three  parts  of  the  year,  which  is  in  our  favour. 
Mr  Cummins  told  him,  Then;  was  fresh  water  to  be  got  as 
well  on  one  coast  as  the  other,  and  if  Sir  John  Narborough's 
treatment  was  so  ill  in  a  profound  peace,  what  must  we  ex- 
pect in  a  time  of  open  war  ?  The  captain  said,  1  am  afraid, 
very  bad.  Then  Mr  Cummins  spoke  in  this  manner  to  the 
captain  :  Sir,  I  always  tool  you  for  an  honourable  gentle- 
man, and  I  believe  you  to  be  such  ;  on  your  honour,  sir,  I 
beg  you  will  give  the  true  sentiments  of  your  mind,  whe- 
ther through  the  Sti'eights  is  not  the  surest  and  safest  way 
to  preserve  our  lives,  notwithstanding  we  have  a  thousand 
difficulties  to  encounter  with  any  way?  The  captain  an- 
swered, I  really  think  going  to  the  northward  is  the  safest 
way;  for  suppose  we  should  be  drove  off  to  sea,  when  on 
the  other  side  the  land,  what  is  to  be  done  then  ?  1  said. 
Sir,  it  IS  our  business  to  keep  the  «hore,  to  prevent  all  acci- 
dents that  may  happen  that  way.   Then  Lieutenant  B s 

made  an  objection.  Suppose  you  have  the  wind  blowing 
right  in,  and  a  tumbling  sea,  as  to  endanger  the  boat,  what 
Are  we  to^of  I  made  answer,  Sir,  if  you  remember  when 

we 
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we  were  ridinff  at  St  Julian's,  it  blowed  a  very  hard  gaik'  of 
wiod  right  in  Trotn  tlie  aea ;  yet,  even  then^  the  sea  oM  not 
run  so  nigh  as  to  endanger  a  boat  riding  at  anchor :  Ano- 
Ijber  instauce  I  bring  you  from  St  Catherine's,  when  we  had 
fuch  hard  gales  that  the  Trial  lost  her  masts,  and  the  Pearl 
i^eparated  noin  the  squadron ;  yet,  at  that  time,  there  was 
no  sea  comparable  to  wiiat  we  have  met  with  this  side  the 
land.  The  lieutenant  allowed  this  to  be  fact.  Then  the 
captain  said,  I  will  allow  you  tu  have  water  at  Port  Desire ; 
but  do  yuu  consider  the  lengthening  your  distance,  by 
keeping  along  shore,  and  rounding  every  bay,  and  some  of 
those  hays  are  very  deep?  I  told  him,  that  undoubtedly 
there  was  water  all  along  the  coast,  and  that  we  had  no  bu- 
siness to  round  the  bays,  but  to  steer  from  one  head-land 
to  the  other.  Then  Lieutenant  B s  made  a  second  ob- 
jection, Suppose  we  arc  forced  into  a  bay,  and  shoal  wa- 
ter i  I  answered,  We  should  always  have  a  boat  a-head, 
and  our  draught  of  water  will  not  be  abovt'  four  or  five  feet 
at  most;  and  if  we  should  be  so  unfortunate  as  to  lose  our 
boat,  we  must  keep  the  lead  a-goine.  The  1 1  repli- 
ed, That  was  true,  and  there  could  not  be  si  great  deaf  of 

difficulty  in  it.    This  was  the  only  time  the  i 1  ever 

spoke  in  public  on  the  affair  ;  he  always  allowed,  when  ab- 
sent from  the  captain,  that  going  through  the  Streighls  was 
the  best  way;  but  in  the  captain's  presence  he  sided  with 
him,  and  was  for  going  to  the  northward. 

Sunday  the  9th,  at  three  this  afternoon,  I  went  with  Mr 
Cummins,  the  master,  and  boatswain,  as  desired,  to  the  capr 
tain,  to  give  him  our  opinions,  believing  going  through  the 
Streights  the  surest  way  to  preserve  lite;  it  was  therefore 
agreed.  That  if  the  wind  did  not  set  in  against  us,  at  the 
sun's  crossing  the  Line,  that  the  captain  would  go  that  way. 
The  captain  asked  every  man's  opinion,  and  found  the  peo- 
ple unanimous  for  the  Streights  of  Magellan.  To-day  be- 
ing fair  weather,  launched  the  yawl  to  go  a  fowling,  shot 
several  geese,  ducks,  shaggs,  and  sea-pies.  Heeled  the 
long-boat  for  planking. 

Monday  the  10th,  wind  at  N.  and  N.N.VV.  rainy  wea- 
ther. £at  slaugh  and  sea-weed  fryed  with  tailow-candles, 
which  we  picked  up  along  shore ;  this  we  reckon  at  pre- 
sent exceeding  good  eating,  having  nothing  to  Hve  on  but 
a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  flour  a  man  per  day,  and  what  we 
can  get  off  the  rocks  :  For  many  days  the  weather  has  been 
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#o  bad  (bat  we  have  not  been  able  to  stir  abroad,  though' 
almost  starved  for  want  of  food. 

Tuesday  the  llth,  hard  gales  at  S.W.  with  heavy  vains. 
This  afternoon  the  people  came  in  arms  to  acquaint  us  of 
tH^  stores  being  robbed ;  they  therefore  wanted  our  con- 
sent for  moving  the  stores  to  our  tent ;  on  which  we  desi- 
red they  would  desist  from  oflTering  any  violence :  We  told 
^em  of  the  ill  consequence  of  mutmy,  which,  as  we  aiwavs 
abhorred,  we  took  all  imaginable  care  to  prevent:  The 
people^  on  our  persuasions,  instantly  quitted  their  arras. 
The  captain  presently  sent  for  me  and  Mr  Cummins,  to  ac- 
quaint us  with  what  had  happened  :  He  told  us  the  parser, 
accidentally  coming  by,  saw  the  prisoner  Rowland  Crussett, 
marine,  crawling  from  the  bushes,  and  from  under  the  store 
tent,  and  found  on  him  upwards  of  a  day's  flour  for  ninety 
souls,  with  one  piece  of  beef  under  his  coat,  and  three 
pieces  more,  which  were  concealed  in  the  bushes,  to  carry 
off  when  an  opportunity  offe  red  ;  and  the  sentry,  Thomas 
Smith,  his  mess-mate,  a  marine,  undoubtedly  was  privy  to 
the  robbery.  The  captain  farther  said.  We  have  nothing  to 
do  with  them ;  but  I  shall  send  to  Captain  P  n,  to  in- 
sist on  a  court-martial :  I  really  think  that  for  robbing  the 
store-tent  (which,  in  our  present  circumstances,  is  starving 
the  whole  body  of  people)  the  prisoners  deserve  death. 
This  was  not  only  tne  captain's  opinion,  but  indeed  the 
sentiments  of  every  person  present.     After  we  parted  from 

the  captain,  we  were  sent  for  by  Captain  P n :    He 

acqnamted  us,  he  would  go  as  far  as  the  martial  law  would 
allow  him,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  sea-ofRcers :  I  look 

(said  he)  on  the  I- 1  as  nothing,  and  the  c  li 

in  the  same  light :  As  for  you  two,  (meaning  the  gunner 
and  carpenter)  I  conBde  in,  and  shall  have  regard  to  your 
opinions.  When  the  articles  of  war  were  read,  we  found 
their  crime  did  not  touch  life,  but  they  were  to  suffer  cor- 
poral punishment.  Whilst  Mr  Cummins  was  laying  open 
the  nature  of  their  guilt,  and  tiie  ill  consequence  of  lenity 
in  the  circumstances  we  were  in,  I  proposed  a  way  next  to 

death,  which  was,  if  judged  proper  by  Captain  P— a 

and  Captain  C p,  to  carry  'em  off  to  an  island  where 

the  ship  parted,  there  being  muscles,  limpetts,  and  clams 
in  abundance,  and  no  want  of  water,  and  there  to  be  left 
till  we  should  be  ready  for  sailing ;  and,  to  strike  a  terror 
in  all  for  the  future,  that  if  any  man  should  be  guilty  of  the 
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like  offence,  without  nny  reiprct  of  pciion,hc  ilioord  ihnrft' 
the  same  late.  This  roposal  was  approved  of  by  boUi  the 
captain*  At  night  J.iiutenant  B ■ '  ■  n  Murprineti  uh  with  > 
new  kind  of  proposul  wo  httle  dreamt  of,  which  wua,  W 
have  u  proper  place  of  devotion  lo  perform  divin*'  service 
HI  every  snbbath-day  :  For  this  hticred  othre,  our  tttit  wiig 
judi^ed  the  moat  commodiouH  place.  The  duty  of  public 
prayer  had  been  entirely  neglected  on  board,  though  every 
Heamnn  pays  fourpeuce  per  month  towitrcU  llie  support  of 
a  nainister ;  yet  devotion,  in  so  solemn  n  manner,  is  so 
rarely  performed,  tlint  1  know  but  one  instance  of  it  du- 
ring the  many  years  I  have  bt  longrd  to  the  navy.  We  be- 
lieve religion  lo  have  the  least  share  in  this  proposal  of  the 
lieutenant.  If  our  tent  should  be  turned  into  n  house  of 
prayer,  and  this  projt-ct  takes,,  we  may,  perhaps,  in  the 
inidst  of  our  devotion,  be  surpriseil,  and  our  arms  taken 
ft'om  us,  in  order  to  frustrate  our  designs,  and  prevent  onr 
return  to  England  through  the  Strtights  of  Magellan,  or 
anv  other  way. 

Wednesday  the  Ifitli,  haH  (.'ah  a  from  S.W.  to  W.  with 
heavy  showers  of  hail  and  n  in.  Served  out  provisions  to- 
day, a  piece  of  beef  for  *c.«.'  men  ;  some  time  past  we  have 
had  but  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  flonr  per  man  per  diem, 
an«<  three  pieces  of  beef:  We  live  cliiefly  on  muscles,  lim- 
pitts,  and  clams  .vith  suragraza  and  throuiba;  one  is  a 
green  broad  wrv<  ,  ».;>mmon  .>n  the  rocks  in  England ;  the 
other  is  a  roun  ♦  ^ea-v/eed,  so  large,  that  a  man  can  scarce 
grasp  i* ;  it  c.!;  wi  jv,  the  sea,  with  broad  Itiivcs ;  this  last 
we  boil,  the  sara/^niza  we  fry  in  tallow;  in  this  manner  wc 
support  life  :  Even  these  shelUiish  and  weeds  we  get  with 
great  difiiculty ;  for  the  wind,  the  rain,  and  coldness  of  the 
climate  in  tliis  season,  are  so  extremely  severe,  that  a  man 
will  pause  some  time  whether  he  shall  btuy  in  his  tent  and 
starve,  or  go  out  in  quest  of  food. 

Friday  tlic  I4lh,  very  hard  gales  at  W,  and  N.W.,  with 
showers  of  rain  and  hail,  which  beat  with  such  violence 
against  a  mati's  face,  that  he  can  Jiaidiy  withstand  it ;  how- 
ever, one  of  our  mess-males  lo-df.y  shot  three  gulls  and  a 
hawk,  which  <jave  us  a  very  elegant  repast.  This  day  was 
held  a  court-inarlial  on  liie  sentry  who  is  believed  confe- 
derate with  the  marine  that  rohhecl  the  store-tent :  sentence 
was  passed  on  ihein  lo  receivo  six  hundred  lashes  each  : 

Captain  C p  not  thinking  the  punishment  adequate  lo 
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4lre  crtme,  cut  'em  •liort  of  their  allownnrr,  so  tlmt  Ihey 
'IjHve  now  hut  half  the  provisions  tht-y  li.ul  before  :  The  day 
following  tlie  otTendurs  received  two  iiundrcd  lasliC4  each, 
«8  [mrt  of  their  punishment.  We  hauled  the  long-boat 
lii^hor  up,  for  fear  the  sea  8houl  I  wash  the  blocks  froni 
under  her.  We  have  found  a  new  way  of  managing  the 
fllaugh  ;  wc  fry  it  in  thin  batter  with  tallow,  and  use  it  at 
tiread. 

Sunday  the  Ifith,  frcslj  gules  of  wind  at  S.W.  u  uii  heavy 
pliowers  of  hail :  The  people  generally  eompi  of  u  ma- 
lady in  their  eyes;  they  are  in  great  pain,  -carce 
see  to  walk  about.  The  last  tide  Howed  in  ,n» 
dicular;  tn-day  we  picked  up  shell-Huh  in  ui  t(h( 
pieces  of  beef  and  pork.  The  prisoners  recet<,_u  ..»o  auO^ 
dred  lashes  more.                                              '    .  *  ' 

Tu«sduy  the  1 8th,  this  day  the  corpcnier,  who  has  all 
lilong  been  indefatigable  in  working  about  the  long-boat, 
saw  one  of  the  seamen  cutting  up  an  anchor-stock  for  fire- 
wood, which  had  been  designed  for  a  particular  use  for  the 
long-boat;  at  sight  of  the  fellow's  folly  he  could  not  con- 
tain himself:  Tliis  affair,  added  to  the  little  concern  and 
intolerable  indifference  that  appeared  in  the  generality  of 
the  people,  for  some  time  impaired  his  imderstanding,  and 
made  him  delirious ;  all  possible  methods  are  used  to  re- 
store him,  as  he  is  the  only  man,  who,  through  the  assist- 
ance of  Providence,  can  compleat  the  means  of  our  deli-» 
Terance. 

Wednesday  the  IQth,  the  carpenter  was  so  much  reco- 
vered, that  he  went  to  work  as  usual ;  at  night  the  lieute- 
nant acquainted  ug,  that  the  captain  desired  to  speak  withi 
the  carpenter  and  me  to-morrow  at  noon,  to  consult  what 
should  be  done  with  the  two  prisoners,  having  received  but 
four  hundred  lashes  out  of  the  six,  to  which  they  were  sen- 
tenced by  n  court-martial,  tho  other  two  hundred  being  re- 
mitted by  their  own  officers. 

Thursday  the  20tli,  we  wailed  on  the  captain,  who  ac- 
quainted us  with  what  the  lieutenant  had  mentioned  last 
night  relating  to  the  prisoners :  We  told  him  the  people 
were  very  uneasy  about  this  mitigation  of  the  punishment 
inflicted  on  them  by  a  court-martial ;  therefore  it  was 
agreed  they  should  provide  for  themselves  as  well  as  they 
could,  but  to  have  no  sort  of  provisions  out  of  the  store- 
tent  for  the  future. 

Saturday 
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Saturday  llie  22cl,  we  begun  upon  several  contctvances 
^o  get  provisibnt,  such  as  building  punls^  cask-boats,  le»- 
Iher-boats,  and  the  like. 

On  Sunday  the  2Sd,  the  store-tent  was  again  robbed,  and, 
on  examination,  was  found  a  deficiency  of  twelve  days 
brandy  for  ninety  men :  The  lieutenant,  myself,  and  car- 
penter, went  to  the  captain  to  consult  some  way  whicb 
might  effectually  prevent  those  villainous  practicies  for  th^ 
future :  The  captain  desired  us  to  make  a  nice  inquiry  into 
this  robbery,  being  determined  to  inflict  the  severest  pu^ 
nishment  on  the  oSenders ;  though  it  would  give  him  the 
creaiest  concern  if  any  innocent  person  should  suffer.  This 
oay  we  confined  ^ne  of  Uie  sentinels  for  being  drunk  on  his 
post;  the  da^  following  the  boatswain  gave  uS  informatioa 
of  the  persons  who  had  robbed  the  tent ;  they  were  twq 
gentineb.  Smith  and  Butler ;  diose  very  persons  were  the 
first  who  insisted  that  the  seamen^  as  well  as  themselves, 
should  watch  the  store-tent;  their  own  officers,  as  yetj, 
have  brought  them  to  no  examination :  We  have  also  in« 
formation  that  the  purser  holds  frequent  conversation  with 
the  rebels,  contrary  to  all  the  laws  of  the  navy,  supplying 
them  with  liouors  in  abundance,  to  the  great  distress  of  his 
majesty's  faithfid  subjects,  who  have  but  half  a  pint  per  day 
to  subsist  on.  There  are  now  great  disturbances  among 
the  people  concerning  goin^  to  the  northward ;  they  be- 
lieve Captain  C— — p  never  intended  to  return  to  £ngland; 
by  his  proposing  this  way,  in  opposition  to  the  opiAion  o% 
all  the  navigators,  who  have  given  reasons  for  going  through 
the  Slreights  of  Ma]B;ellan.  There  is  a  sort  .of  a  party  raga 
amon^  the  people,  fomented  bv  a  kind  of  bribery  that  ha» 
more  mfluence  on  the  seamen  than  money ;  there  are  some 
daily  bought  off  by  rum,  and  other  strong  liquors.  Unless 
a  stop  is  put  to  these  proceedings,  we  shall  never  go  off  the 
spot. 

Tuesday  the  25th,  this  day  felt  four  great  earthquakes,, 
three  of  which  were  very  terrible;  notwithstanding  Uie 
Violent  shocks  and  tremblings  of  the  earth,  we  find  no, 

Souud  shifted.    Hard  gales  of  wind  at  north,  with  heavy 
owers  of  rain. 

Thursday  the  27th,  the  disturbances  increase  among  the 
people ;  we  plainly  see  there  is  a  party  raised  to  go  to  the 
northward ;  we  went  to  the  lieutenant,  a,nd  consulted  with 
bim  what  was  to  be  done  in  the  present  exigence }  myself 
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bdag  reckoned  the  projector  of  the  scheme  for  going 
through  the  Streights,  was  threatened  to  be  shot  by  Noble 
^e  quarter-master :  Af^er  having  some  discourse  with  the 
heutenant,  he  told  me.  If  I  woula  draw  up  a  paper  for  the 
captain  to  aign,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  people,  Uiat  be  would 
^o  to  the  southward,  and  every  officer  to  have  a  copy  of 
It,  to  justify  himself  in  England,  it  would  be  as  proper  a 
method  as  we  could  take.  The  paper  was  immediately 
drawn  up  in  these  words,  viz. 

"  Whersas  upon  a  general  consultation,  it  has  been 
agreed  to  go  from  this  place  through  the  Streights  of  Ma- 

Sellan,  for  jthe  coast  of  Brazil^,  in  our  way  for  England :  We 
0,  notwithstanding,  find  the  people  separating  into  parties, 
which  must  consequently  end  m  the  destruction  of  the  whole 
body ;  and  as  also  there  have  been  great  robberies  com- 
mitted  on  the  stores^  and  every  thing  is  now  at  a  stand, 
therefore,  to  prevent  all  future  frauds  and  animosities,  we 
are  unanimously  agreed  to  proceed  as  above-mentioned*"  . 

This  paper  was  delivered  to  the  lieutenant,  who  said  that 
he  was  sure  the  captain  would  sign  it,  but  in  case  of  refn* 
sal  he  should  be  confined  for  shooting  Mr  Cozens,  wad  he 
would  take  the  command  on  himself :  And,  to  prevent  fur- 
>ther  disturbances,  the  purser,  as  he  qiuch  conversed  wltii 
the  rebels,  it  is  agreed  by  the  body  of  officers  to  send  him 
ofi^  the  island,  for  acting  so  contrary  to  his  duty,  in  con« 
tempt  of  the  articles  of  war,  the  laws  of  his  country,  and 
the  Known  rules  of  the  navy.  It  was  likewise  agreed,  that 
any  person  who  engaged  himself  in  raising  parties,  should 
be  disarmed.  By  this  day's  proceedings,  we  thought  the 
lieutenant  a  gentleman  of  resolution,  but  the  words  and  ac« 
tions  of  people  do  not  always  concur. 

Friday  the  28th,  to-day  the  officers  and  people  all  ap- 
peared in  arms.  The  master,  boatswiun,  gunner,  and  car- 
penter, with  Mr  J s,  mate,  and  Mr  C 11,  midship- 
man, went  into  the  captain's  tent,  the  lieutenant  being  with 
him.  As  soon  as  the  officers  were  seated,  a  consultation 
was  held  concerning  Smith  and  Butler  robbing  the  store- 
tent,  they  were  sentenced  to  be  transported  to  the  main,  or 
some  island.  As  soon  as  this  affiiir  was  over,  we  talk'd  to 
the  captain  of  the  uneasiness  among  the  people,  that  there 
had  been  a  long  time  a  visible  inquietude  among  'em,  and 
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thai  We  couttf  hot  help  seeing  there  wei*e  schSbles  form*4 
to  obstruct  our  desicn  of  going  to  ihe  southward.  The  cap- 
tain answer^,  Gentlemen,  it  is  time  enough  to  think  of  tht$ 
when  wo  are  ready  to  go  ofT:  have  not  I  told  you  before 
that  1  do  not  care  which  way  l  co,  southward  or  northward  f 
I  will  take  my  fate  with  you.  Every  l^ody  now  expected 
the  lieutenant  to  reply,  especially  after  the  zeal  he  ejf  pVess'd 
himself  with  the  day  before;  but  he  sat  speechless^  without 
any  regard  to  the  welfare  of  the  people^  or  to  his  own  pro- 
posals. .Finding  he  did  not  move  in  the  affair,  I  took  out 
the  paper  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  lieutenant  and  the 
resit  of  the  officers,  and  read  it.to  the  captain,.and  ask'd  him 
id  sign  it.  which  he  strenuously  oppord,  and  s'eem'd  very 
much  enraged  that  it  should  be  propos'd  to  him.  Upon 
this  we  dropt  the  mattfer,  pnd  becan  to  discourse  concern- 
ing thei)rovisi6n9 :  We  thought  jt  necessary  that  ten  weeks 
Bubsisteh^^e  should  be  Secur'd  td  carry  with  us,  and  that  the 
liquor  should  be  buried  under  grbund^  but  he  gave  us  no  an- 
swer.  'FihdJng  tio  relief  her^i  we  went  to  Captain  P- n's 

tent  to  consult  with  hin)  what  we  should  do  in  the  present 
exigence.  Oh  our  coining  out  from  the  captain  we  saw  a  flag 
hoisted'oh  Captain  P n's  tent,  the  captaiu  himself  seal- 
ed in  \.  chair,  surrounded  by  the  people.  On  seeing  this, 
iall  l^e  officers  present  at  the  consultation,  except  the  lieu- 
tenant, went  over  to  Captain  P  n.  Here  it  was  agreed, 
in  case  the  captain  persisted  to  refuse  signing  the  pape  -,  to 
take  the  command  from  him,  and  to  give  it  the  lieutenant, 
according  to  the  lieutenant's  own  proposal.  At  the  same 
time  Captain  P — '• — n  told  the  people  he  would  stand  by 
*em  with  his  life,  in  going  thrr  S  the  Streights  of  Magel- 
lan, the  way  propos'd  in  the  t  •  The  people  gave  three 
cheers,  crying  aloud  for  Engla.tu.  Tlie  captain  hearing  the 
noise,  got  out  of  bed  to  his  tent  door,  and  call'd  the  peo- 
ple, enquiring  what  they  wanted,  then  sent  for  all  the 
officers :  He  wa?  then  told,  since  he  refused  signing  the 
paper,  and  had  nt-  regard  to  the  safety  of  our  provisions, 
the  people  unanimously  agreed  to  take  the  command  from 
him,  and  transfer  it  to  the  lieutenant.     Hearine  this,  with 

an  exaltedvoice.  Captain  C; p  says.  Who  is  he  that  will 

take, the  command  from  mo,'  addressing  himself  to  the 
lieutenant.  Is  it  you,  sir?  The  lieutenant  repiy'd.  No,  sir. 
The  terror  of  the  captain's  aspect  intimidated  the  lieutenant 
to  that  degree,  tliat  he  look'd  like  a  ghost.    We  left  him 
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ivith  the  cftptain,  and  retarn'd  to  Captain  P'  n*s  lent,  to> 
{Acquaint  hitu  of  the  lieutenant's  refusing  the  command. 
We  had  not  been  lon^  here  before  Giptain  C — -^p  sent 
iot  us.  I  was  the  first  person  oail'd  for;  at  my  entering  bit 
tent,  I  saw  him  sealed  on  a  chest,  with  a  cook'd  pistol  on 
his  right  thigh  ;  observing  this^  I  desir'd  Mr  J— — s,  who 
Was  the  mate  he  always  rely'd  on  for  navigation,  to  tell  the 
captain  I  did  not  think  proper  tci  come  betbve  a  cock'd  pis^ 
tol:  Notwithstanding  I  was  arm'd  I  drew  back,  aithoM  bad 
my  pistol'cock'd,  and  there  were  several  men  near  me  armM 
with  muskets.  The  captain's  personal  bravery  no  man  dcnibt* 
ed  of,  his  courage  was  excessive,  and  made  him  rash  and 
desperate;  his  shooting  Mr  Cozens  wasafatal  proof  of  it,  hp 
was  grown  more  desperate  by  ihti^iinhappy  action,  and  was 
observ'd  since  seldom  to  behavis  hiroselr  with  any  compo- 
sure of  mind'.  It  is  a  piec6  of  hatnan  prudence'to  retreat 
from  a  man  in  a  phrenzy,  bebause  he  who  does  not  value 
his  own  life,  has  another  man's  in  his  power.  1  had  no  de- 
i^ire  of  falling  by  the  hand  of  Captaiiv  C'  "'np,  and  ^should 
he  greatly  disturb'd  to  be  compelL'dy  for  my  own  preserva- 
tion, to  discharge  a  pistol  at  a  gentleman  against  whom  I 
never  had  any  spleen,  and  who  was  my  commander.  When 
Mr  J-*-— s  acquainted  him  with  what  I  desired  him,  the 
captain  threw  his  pistol  aside,  and  came  out  of  his  tent ;  he 
told  the  people  he  would  go  with  them  to  the  southward  ; 
he  desired  to  know  their  grievances,  and  he  would  redress 
theEii :  They  all  call'd  out  for  their  sea-store  of  provisions 
to  be  secur'd,  and  the  rest  equally  divided.  Here  the  cap- 
tliin  shew'd  all  the  conduct  and  courage  imaginable;  he 
was  a  single  man  against  a  multitude,  all  of  'em  dissatisfy'd 
with  him,  and  all  of 'em  in  arms  :  He  told  'em  the  ill  con- 
sequence of  sharing  the  provisions,  that  it  was  living  to-day 
and  starving  to-morrow ;  but  the  people  were  not  to  be  sa- 
tisfy'd,  the  officers  had  now  no  authority  over 'em,  and  they 
were  some  time  deaf  to  their  persuasions  ;  nay,  it  Was  with 
difficulty  that  they  cuuld  dissuade  'em  from  pulling  down 
the  store-tent,  and  tiaking  away  the  provisions  by  force ; 
they  remov'd  the  provisions  out  of  the  store-tent,  then  fell 
to  digging  a  hole  to  bury  the  brandy ;  the  sea-store  to  be 
secur'd,  the  remainder  to  be  immediately  shar'd.  Had  this 
been  comply'd  with,  the  consequences  might  have  been 
very  terrible ;  however,  to  pacify  'em  in  some  shape,  it  was 
agreed^  that  every  man  should  have  a  pint  of  brandy  per 
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dtkj,  which,  by  calcalatiod,  would  lul  *eia  three  weeki.  On- 
this  they  seem'd  rery  eas;^,  and  went  to  their  reipeotive 
tents.  The  captain  told  his  officers  tliat  he  would  act  no- 
thing contrary  to  what  was  agieed  on  for  the  welfere  and 
safety  of  the  community.  Finding  the  captain  in  a  temper 
of  mind  to  hearken  to  reason,  I  said  to  him,  sir,  I  think  it 
ny  duty  to  inform  yon  that  I  am  not  the  person  whom  you 
imagiiie  to  be  the  principal  in  this  afikir.  The  cadtain  ao- 
swerd,  how  can  I  think  otherwise  i  I  reply'd.  Sir,  the  paper 
]  read  to  you  was  your  lieutenant's  projection :  There  sits 
the  ^entlemaB>  let -him  disown  it  if  he  caub  The  captain 
torpittg  himself  to  the  lieutenant,  says,  Mr  Buikeley  ha» 
honestly  cleared  himself.  We  then  drank  a  glatos  of  wine,) 
and  todc  our  leaves*  At  ilight  the  captain  sent  for  Mr 
Cummins  and  me  to  sup  with  him ;  we  were  the  only  offi- 
cers present  with  him  t.  When  I  was  seated,  I  said,  Sir,  I 
have  my  character  at  stake,;  from  drawing  back  from  your 
oock'di pistol;  had  I  adVaoJc'd^  x>ne  of  us  must  have  dropt. 
The  captain  answered,  Bnikeley,  1  do  assure  you  the  pistol' 
was  not  design'd  for  you,  but  for  another;  for  I  knew  the 
whole  before.  We  then  talked  of  indifferent  things,  and 
spent  the  evening  in  a  very  affable  manner.  i  ii  i  /rt^a 

Saturday  the  ^th,  came  here  five  Indian  canoes,  loiid^if 
with  muscles ;  the  men.  Women,  and  children,  were  about 
fifty :  These  Indians  had  never  been  with  us  before,  they 
are  not  so  generous  and  guod-natur'd  as  our  friends  I  have 
already  mentioned;  they  were  so  mercenary,  that  they 
would  not  part  with  a  single  muscle  without  something  in 
exchange ;  their  stay  was  but  short  with  us,  for  the  next 
morning  they  launch 'd  their  canoes,  and  went  off. 

Tuesday,  September  the  Isl,  the  carpenter  was  shot  in 
the  thigh  with  several  large  pewter  slugs  by  the  captain's 
cook,  but  he  being  at  a  great  distance,  the  slugs  did  not 
enter  his  skin  :  Wliether  this  was  design'd,  or  accidental, 
we  don't  know ;  however,  we  thought  it  proper  to  disarm 
hiro. 

Wednesday  the  id,  wind  at  N.  and  N.  by  W.  with  rain. 
This  day  we  were  inform'd  that  three  of  the  deserters,  viz. 
James  Mitchel,  carpenter's  mate,  Joseph  King  and  Owen 
Thomson,  seamen,  were  gone  over  to  the  main  in  a  punt  of 
their  own  building;  the  others  were  here  yesterdav,  and  I 
believe  would  be  gladly  received  again,  but  am  ot*^  opinion 
there  are  few  voices  in  their  favour. 

Friday 
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Fridfty  tbe  4th,  some  disorden  amone  the  people  about 
watching  the  proyisions,  aoane  taking  all  opportunities  to 
rob  the  stores.  Oar  living  now  is  very  hard,  shell-fish 
are  very  scarce,  and  difflcult  to  be  had ;  the  sea-weeds  are 
our  greatest  support ;  we  have  found  a  sort  of  sea-weed 
which  we  call  dulse,  it  is  a  narrow  weed,  growing  on  rocks 
in  the  sea,  which,  when  boil'd  about  two  hours,  thickens  the 
water  like  flour;  this  we  esteem  a  good  and  wholsome  food. 

Sundi^  the  6th,  last  night  the  store-tent  was  robbed  of 
brandy  and  flour :  The  people  on  hearing  this  were  greatly 
enraged,  and  insisted  on  searching  the  marines  tents;  on 
search  they  found  four  bottles  of  brandy,  and  four  small 
parcels  of  flour.  The  captain  sent  for  the  lieutenant,  master 

Snner,  carpenter,  and  surgeon,  with  lieutenants  H— ^n, 
-— s,  and  F g,  of  the  army.  Captain  Pemberton  was 

also  sent  for,  but  was  so  ill  that  he  could  not  be  present, 
but  desir'd  all  might  pass  according  to  the  judgment  of  the 
above-mention'd  oflicers.  A  consultation  was  held,  five  of 
the  accused  marines  did  not  appear,  dreading  the  punish- 
ment due  to  (heir  crime,  they  march'd  off  to  the  deserters : 
Four  more,  who  staid  to  be  try'd,  received  sentence,  on  the 
first  ojpportunity,  to  carry  them  off  to  the  main,  and  there 
to  shift  for  themselves  with  the  former  deserters.  The  sea- 
men insisted  on  a  pint  of  brandy  each  man  per  diem,  which 
was  agreed  on.  The  provisions  being  found  were  put  into 
the  store. 

Monday  the  7th,  I  was  invited  to  a  dog-feast  at  Mr 

J s's  tent :  There  were  present  at  this  entertainment^ 

the  lieutenant,  the  Honourable  John  Byron,  Mr  Cummins, 
Mr  Camobell,  Mr  Young,  Lieutenants  £wers  and  Fielding, 
and  Dr  Oakley  of  the  army.  It  was  exceeding  good  eat- 
ing, we  thought  no  English  mutton  preferable  to  it. 

Tuesday  the  8th,  in  the  afternoon,  William  Harvey, 
quarter  gunner,  came  to  our  tent  with  a  paper  sign'd  by 
seven  people  ;  the  contents  as  follows,  viz. 

-  "  These  are  to  acquaint  you,  the  eentlemen,  officers,  and 
seamen  of  the  ship  Wager,  that,  for  the  easement  of  the 
boat  now  building,  we  do  agree  to  go  in  the  yawl,  aftier  she 
is  fitted  up,  with  allowing  us  our  share  of  provisions,  and 
other  conveniences,  to  eo  in  her  to  the  southward,  through 
the  Streights  of  Magellan,  for  the  coast  of  Brazil. 
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William  Rose,  qnart«r-mas- 

ter. 
Jphn  Hayes,  seaiqan.     .Uj^ 
John  Bosinaa>  dikto."    ^ym 


David  Bucklcyj  quarter  gun- 
ner* 

M'tllium  Harvey,  ditto. 

Jfiicli.  Noble,  quarler-mnster, 

William  Moor,  captain's 
cook. 

'^>  ■         .       ■       •  ,\  »?''''',i  ni 

The  next  day,  the  al^ove-mentioa'd  added  one  itiore  to 
their  number,  v  i^.  Peter  Plastow,  captain's  steward :  he  came 
to  acquaint  us  he  was  willing  to  go  with  them,  and  hoped 
we  would  give  our  consent;  we  told  him  we  had  nothing  to 
do  with  it^  therefore  he  must  apply  to  the  captain. 
1.  Thursday  the  10th,  hard  gales  at  W^N.W.,  with  rain 
and  hail.  The  captain  sent  for  the  lieutenant,  master,  my- 
self, the  carpenter,  and  boatswain ;  when  we  were  all  met, 
the  captain  osk'd  us  if  Plastow  had  mention'd  any  thine  to 
us  about  going  off  in  the  yawl.  We  told  him  he  had.  Plas- 
tow being  sent  for,  the  captain  said,  Peter,  I  hear  you  are 
forgoing  in  the  boatf  He  answer'd.  Yes,  sir>  I  will  take  my 
chance,  for  I  want  to  get  to  England.  The  captain  bade 
him  be  gope  for  a  villain,  and  said  no  more.  This  Piastow 
was  a  mighty  favourite  with  the  captain,  and  had  often 
been  admitted  to  his  conversation :  He  above  all  men  ought 
to  have  stood  steadfast  to  him,  because  the  captain  regard- 
ed him  above  the  whole  body  of  people,  and  hath  been 
heard  to  say  as  much.  It  was  this  day  agreed  that  the  sen- 
tence put  oif  on  the  9th  should  be  executed  the  first  oppor- 
tunity, without  any  delay,  and  that  no  boat  should  go  off. 
from  hence  before  all  was  ready,  believing  some  have  a  de- 
sign to  go  to  the  northward. 

Friday  the  1 1th,  wind  at  N.N.W.     The  people  very  un- 
easy, scarce  any  work  done  for  this  week  past ;  every  things 
at  a  stand,  we  have  now  among  u&  no  command,  order,  or 
discipline,  add  to  our  uneasiness  the  uncomfortableness  of: 
the  climate;  w«  have  been  inhabitants  of  this  island  six-: 
teen  weeks,  and  have  not  seen  ten  fair  days ;  the  murraur- 
ings  of  the  people,  the  scarcity  of  provision,  and  the  seve- 
rity of  the  weatner,  would  really  make  a  man  weary  of  life. 
Monday  the  14th,  last  night  very  hard  gales  at  N.W. 
and  W.N.W.,  with  large  showers  of  hail,  with  thunder. 
The  wind  to>day  is  much  abated.    As  to  the  article  of  pro-  < 
visions,  nothing  comes  amiss,  we  eat  dogs,  rats,  and,  in 
short,  every  thing  we  can  come  at. 

Friday 
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<^  Vt'iday  the  18th,  Dennis  O'Lary,  and  John  Redwood, 
neamen,  with  six  marines^  were  put  off  to  the  main,  accord- 
iog  to  their  sentence,  it  being  a  tine  summer's  day.  ThU 
day  the  lieutenant  bringing  n  pair  of  pistols  to  the  carpen- 
ter, and  complaining  they  were  in  bad  order,  did  not  ima- 
gine they  were  joaded,  snapping  the  Brst  it  miss'd  fire,  the 
second  went  off,  but  providentially  did  no  harm,  tho'  tlui 
lieutenant  had  then  a  crowd  of  people  about  him. 

Sunday  the£Oth,  little  wind,  and  clear  weather.  Launch'd 
the  barge,  atjd  went  off  to  the  wreck ;  wc  took  up  four 
casks  of  beef,  with  a  cask  of  pease,  which  was  stav  d,  we 
serv'd  out  to  each  man  five  pieces  of  beef,  and  pease  to  such 
as  would  have  'em,  but  (here  were  none  to  take  'em,  havinj^ 
now  plenty  of  meat,  oar  atomaclis  are  become  nice  and 
dainty.  ,.,i  fe, 

Wednesday,  the  2Sd,  the  people  went  to  the  captain  with 
a  two  gallon  cagg,  and  ask'd  it  full  of  wine.  The  captain 
refus'd  'em,  but  apprehending  that  they  would  make  no 
ceremony  of  filling  it  without  leave,  and  carrying  it  off  by 
force,  he  thought  proper  to  order  it  to  be  fill'd.  They 
brought  it  to  the  long-boat,  and  drank  it  in  her  hold.  Stept 
the  long-boat's  mast  forward.  The  people  very  much  dis- 
order'd  iii  liquor,  and  very  quarrelsome. 

Thursday  the  24th,  1  was  sent  c>i  a  week's  cruize  in  the 
barge,  the  officers  with  me  were  Mr  Jonea>  the  mate,  and 

the  Honourable  Mr  B n,  midshipman,  and  Mr  Harvey 

the  purser,  who  was  a  good  draughtsman  ^  we  went  in  order 
to  discover  the  coast  to  the  southward,  for  the  safety  of  the 
long-boat;  we  were  informed  on  our  returu,  llmt  the  peo- 
ple in  our  absence  went  to  the  captain  and  got  two  gallons 
ef  wine  which  they  mixed  with  their  half  pints  of  brandy, 
they  got  all  di'unk  and  mad,  but  no  gr  <'vt  mischief  ensued. 
Six  Indian  canoes  likewise  came  inoui  .vconace  loaden  with 
men,  women,  and  children,,  and  brouglu  with  them  clams 
out  of  the  shells  strung  on  lines.  'J'lie  Indian  women  diyedi 
for  muscles,  and  brought  them  ashore  in  abundance,  the 
men  went  to  the  fresh  water  river,,  and  caught  several  fish 
like  our  English  mullets.  The  people  bought  dog»of  the 
Indians,  which  they  kili'd  and  eat,  esteeming  the  Besh  very 
good  food.  The  next  day  the  Indians  went  out  and  caught 
a  vast  quantity  of  fish  out  of  a  pond,  where  they  sent  their 
dogs  to  hunt;  the  dogs  dived,  and  drove  the  fish  ashore  in 
great  Aumbers^,  tgi  one  part  of  the  pond^  as  if  they  had  been 
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drawn  in  a  aeyne ;  the  Indians  lold  tlie  fish  to  the  people. 
This  method  of  catching  fish,  is,  I  believe,  unknown  any 
wliere  else,  and  was  v>  ry  surprising ;  and,  what  is  also  very 
strange,  aAer  the  Inuians  went  away,  we  hauled  the  seyne 
over  the  pond,  and  could  never  get  a  fish. 

Monday  the  fiSth,  returned  wHh  the'barse;  the  first 
evening  we  were  out  we  had  a  ^ox-A  harbour  tor  the  barge« 
which  we  put  into ;  the  first  animal  we  saw  was  a  fine  large 
bitch  biff  with  puppies,  we  kill'd  her,  we  then  roasted  one 
side  and  boiled  tne  other,  were  exceedingly  well  pleased 
with  our  fare,  supped  heartily,  and  slept  well :  The  next 
morning  we  got  up  at  day-break,  and  proceeded  on  our 
cruize,  finding  all  along  the  coast  to  be  iety  dangerous ;  at 
evening  put  into  a  place  of  very  good  shelter  for  the  barge : 
Here  we  found  the  Indians  had  been  very  lately,  the  shore 
being  covered  with  the  offals  of  seal ;  in  an  hour's  time  we 
killed  ten  wild  fawn,  we  roasted  three  geese  and  two  ducks, 
the  rest  we  put  into  a  sea  pye,  so  that  we  fared  most  ele- 
gantly ;  got  up  at  day-light  next  morning,  but  seeing  the 
weather  nazy  and  dirty,  thought  it  not  proper  to  put  out 
with  thebarge,  fearino;  we  should  not  get  a  harbour  before 
night ;  we  took  a  walk  five  miles  in  the  country  cross  the 
land  to  the  southward,  but  could  not  see  any  shelter  for  the 
boat,  being  then  twelve  leagues  [from  the  place  we  came 
from,  so  we  returned  back  in  the  evenine,  and  got  into  a 
fine  sandy  bay ;  I  think  it  as  good  a  harbour  for  shipping 
as  any  I  ever  saw :  Coming  into  this  bay,  saw  the  south- 
most  land,  which  we  had  seen  before,  bearing  about  S.S.W. 
right  over  an  inlet  of  land,  above  two  miles.  After  Ijind- 
ing,  lived  as  we  did  last  night ;  in  the  morning  we  walked 
over,  where  we  found  a  deep  bay,  it  being  eighteen  leagues 
deep,  and  twelve  leagues  broad ;  here  we  had  a  very  good 
prospect  of  the  coast ;  we  found  here  the  green  pease  that 
Sir  John  Narborough  mentions  in  his  book. 

Saturday,  the  Sd  of  October,  after  our  return  from  the 
cruize,  the  lieutenant,  the  master,  myself,  the  boatswain, 

and  Mr  J s  the  mate,  went  to  the  captain,  to  acquaint 

him  how  forward  the  boat  was,  and  to  consult  some  mea- 
sures to  >e  observ'd  on  board  the  boat,  to  prevent  mutiny ; 
he  desii'd  a  day  or  two  to  consider  of  it 

On  Monday,  the  5th,  the  carpenter  sent  his  case  bottIe| 
as  usual,  to  the  captain,  to  be  nlled  with  wine,  but  it  was 
sent  back  empty,  with  tliis  answer^  I  will  give  him  none : 

This 
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*th\»  ttiddcn  change  of  the  captain's  behaviour  to  the  car- 
penter, proceeded  from  some  words  which  the  latter  dropt^ 
and  were  carried  to  the  captain;  the  words  the  carpenter 
■poke  were  to  this  purport,  that  he  was  not  to  be  led  by 
favour  or  affection,  nor  to  be  biassed  by  a  bottle  of  brandy^ 
To-day  we  heeled  the  long-boat,  and  caulked  the  star-board 
tide,  paid  her  bottom  with  wax,  tallow^  and  soap  that  came 
out  of  the  ship. 

Tuesday  the  6th,  hard  gales  at  N.W.  and  N.,  with  rain : 
This  morning  the  lieutenant  acquainted  us  of  the  captain's 
resolution,  which  whs  to  be  captain  as  before,  and  to  oe  go* 
yerned  by  the  rules  of  the  navy,  and  to  stand  or  fall  by  them ; 
it  was  objected  in  the  present  situation,  the  rules  of  thd 
nav^  are  not  sufficient  to  direct  us,  several  rules  being  re- 
quisite in  our  circumstances  which  are  not  mention'd  there^ 
tliat  the  whole  body  of  officers  and  people  are  delermin'd 
not  to  be  govern'd  by  those  rules  at  present.  This  obiectioa 
Ivas  started,  not  from  a  disrespect  to  those  rules,  but  we 
imagined,  if  Captain  C  i  ip  was  restor'd  to  the  absolute 
command  he  had  before  the  loss  of  the  Wager,  that  hei 
would  proceed  again  on  the  same  principles,  never  on  any 
exigency  consult  bis  ofticers,  but  act  arbitrarily,  according 
to  his  humour  and  confidence  of  superior  knowledEC ;  while 
he  acts  with  reason,  we  will  support  his  command  with  our 
lives,  but  some  restriction  is  necessary  for  our  own  preser- 
vation. We  think  hioi  a  gentleman  worthy  to  have  a  limit- 
ed command,  but  too  dangerous  a  person  to  be  trusted  with 
an  absolute  one.  This  afternoon  the  people  insisted  to  be 
serv'd  brandy  out  of  the  casks  that  were  buried  under 
ground,  accordingly  they  were  serv'd  half  a  pint  each  man. 
Got  the  long-boat  upright. 

Thursday  the  I8tn,  this  day  the  master  went  to  the  cap- 
tain concerning  ten  half  barrels  of  powder  more  than  caa 
be  carried  off,  which  will  make  good  Wciter  casks  for  the 
boatH ;  the  captain  told  him  not  to  start  the  powder,  or  de« 
stroy  an^  thing,  without  his  orders,  utid  suid,  he  must  have 
tiniti  to  consider  of  it.  In  the  afternoon  Captain  P — m- 
b — rt — n,  of  the  land  forces,  came  on  the  beacli  and  desi- 
red the  assi))tnnce  of  the  sennit- n  to  lake  Captain  C p  a 

prisoner,  for  the  death  of  Mr  Coztns,  the  midshipman,  tell- 
ing us,  he  should  be  call'd  to  an  account,  if  he  did  not. 
Tfiis  evening  the  carpenter  went  up  to  the  hill-tent,  so  call- 
ed from  its  situation;  the  people  were  ehooting  balls  at 
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mnrkt,  tome  of  'em  were  firing  in  volliei,  wHhoat  ihfot  or 
•luggt ;  one  of  the  men  on  the  beach  Hr'd  at  the  tent  while 
the  carpenter  was  in  itj,  who  wat  itanding  with  a  book  in 
bit  hand  ;  there  wnt  a  piece  of  beef  hong  doae  at  hii  cheekf 
the  ball  went  through  the  lent  and  the  beef,  bat  the  carpen- 
ter receiv'd  no  damage.    To-day  I  overhaul'd  the  powder, 
and  toN  the  lieutenant  that  I  had  twenty-three  halt  barrel* 
in  itore,  and  that  we  coalH  not  CHrry  off  in  the  veitel  above 
six  hi  'f  barrela,  therefore  proposed  to  start  the  OTerslaa 
into  the  tea,  and  make  water  casks  of  the  half  bnrrels,  tney 
being  irery  proper  for  that  purpose.     I  desired  him  to  ac- 
quaint the  captain  with  my  intention  ^  that  since  he  had 
no  regard  for  the  publick  good,  or  any  thing  that  tended 
to  promoting  it,  the  carpenter  and  I  had  deteimin'd  neter 
to  go  near  hrm  again.  1  he  lieutenant  declin'd  going,  fear- 
ing the  captain  would  uarther  him,  but  he  sent  the  master 
ISO  him,  to  let  him  know  the  necessity  of  starting  the  powder ; 
the  captain's  answer  to  the  master  was,  I  desire  vou  will  not 
destroy  any  one  thing  without  my  orders.    We  now  are 
eonvinc'd  the  captain  hath  no  intention  of  going  to  the 
southward,  notwithstanding  he  had  lately  given  bit  word 
and  honour  that  he  would ;  therefore  Captain  P— mb — r- 
t'— n,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  alt  future  obstructions,  de- 
manded our  assistance  to  make  him  a  prisoner  for  the  shoot- 
ing Mr  Cozens,  intending  to  carry  him  a»sueh  to  England ; 

at  the  same  time  to  confine  Lieutenant  H n  with  him, 

which  was  readily  agreed  to  by  the  whole  body.  It  wa» 
reckon'd  dangerous  to  suffer  the  captain  any  longer  to  en- 
joy liberty,  therefore  the  lieutenant,  gunner,  carpenter,  and 

Mr  J s  the  mate,  resolv'd  next  morning  to  surprize  him 

ia  his  bed. 

Friday  the  ^thj  tbis  morning  went  in  a  body  and  sur- 
priVd  the  captain  io  bed,  disarm'd  him,  and  took  every 
thing  out  of  his  tent.  The  captain  said  to  the  seamen.  What 
are  you  about  ?  where  are  my  ofticers  *  at  which  the  mas- 
ter, gunner,  carpenter,  and  boatswain,  nent  in.  The  cap- 
tain said.  Gentlemen,  do  you  know  what  you  have  done,  or 
are  about  i  He  was  answer'd.  Yes,  sir ;  our  assistance  was- 

demanded  by  Captain  P n,  to  secure  you  as  a  prisoner 

for  the  death  of  Mr  Cozens ;  and  as  we  are  subj,ects  of  Great 
Britain,  we  are  oblig'd  to  take  you  as  such  to  England.  The 
captain  said,  Gentlemen,  Captain  P  n  has  nothing  to  do 
with  me,  I  am  your  commander  tliil,  I  will  shew  you  my 

instructions,, 
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initraclioni,  which  he  did  to  iho  people,  on  thtt  we  came 
out.  He  then  call'd  hit  officeri  a  second  time,  and  taid, 
"What  in  tbii  for?  He  was  aniwer'd  ai  before,  that  aMiatanc« 

wai  demanded  by  Captain  P n  to  take  him  prisoner  for 

the  death  of  Mr  Cozens.  He  stiti  insisted.  Captain  P n 

has  no  business  with  roe,  I  could  not  think  you  would  serve 
me  so.  It  was  told  him.  Sir,  it  is  your  own  fault,  you  have 
given  yourself  no  manner  of  concern  for  the  publick  good« 
on  our  going  from  hence,  but  have  acted  quite  the  reverse, 
or  else  oeen  so  careless  and  indifferent  about  it,  as  if  we 
had  no  commander,  end  if  other  persons  had  given  them^ 
selves  no  more  trouble  and  concern  than  you  have,  we  should 
not  be  ready  to  go  from  hence  as  long  as  provisions  lasted. 
The  captain  said.  Very  well,  gentlemen,  you  have  caught  me 
napping ;  1  do  not  see  any  of  you  in  liquor,  you  are  a  par-t 
eel  of  brave  fellows,  but  my  omcers  are  scoundrels:  Then 
turning  himself  to  me,  he  said.  Gunner,  where's  my  lieute- 
nant? did  not  he  head  you  i  I  told  him,  Mo,  sir,  but  was 
here  to  see  it  executed,  and  is  here  now.  One  ol  j  ou,  save 

the  captain,  call  Mr  B s.  When  Mr  B s  came,  be 

said.  What  is  all  this  for,  sir?  Sir,  it  is  Captain  P n's 

order.  Captain  P n  hath  no  business  with  me,  and  yon 

will  answer  for  it  hereafter,  if  I  do  not  live  to  see  England, 
I  hope  some  of  my  friends  will.  On  this  the  lieutenant  left 
him.  The  captain  then  addressed  himself  to  the  seamen, 
saying.  My  lads,  I  do  not  blame  you,  but  it  is  the  villainy 
of  my  officers,  which  they  will  answer  for  hereafter.    He 

then  call'd  Mr  B s  again,  and  said.  Well,  sir,  what  do 

you  design  to  do  by  me  ?  The  lieutenant  answer'd.  Sir,  your 
ofRcers  have  design'd  the  purser's  tent  for  you.  Hum!  I 
should  be  obliged  to  the  gentlemen,  if  they  would  let  me 
stay  in  my  own  tent.  The  lieutenant  came  to  acquaint  the 
officers  of  the  captain's  request,  but  they  judg'd  it  incon<* 
venient,  as  Mr  H-— n's  tent  join'd  the  purser's,  one  guard 
might  serve  'em  both ;  accordingly  all  his  things  were  mov'd 
to  the  purser's  tent :  As  he  was  coming  along,  ne  said.  Gen- 
tlemen, you  must  excuse  my  not  pulling  my  hat  off,  my 

hands  are  confin'd.  Well,  Captain  H Sj  you  will  be  call'd 

to  an  account  for  this  hereafter.  The  boatswain,  after  the 
captain's  conBoement,  most  barbarously  insulted  him,  re-* 
proaching  him  with  striking  him,  saying.  Then  it  was  yout 
time,  but  now,  O — d  d — n  you,  it  is  mine;  The  captain 
made  no  reply  but  this,  You  are  a  scoundrel  for  using  a 

gentleman 
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gentleman  ill  when  he  is  a  prisoner.  When  the  captaia 
was  a  prisoner,  he  declar'd,  he  never  intended  to  go  to  the 
southward,  having  more  honour  than  to  turn  his  back  on 
his  enemies ;  and  tarther,  he  said,  Gentlemen,  I  do  not  want 
to  go  off  in  any  of  your  craft,  for  I  never  design'd  to  go  for 
England,  and  would  rather  chuse  to  be  shot  Gy  you ;  there 
is  not  a  single  man  on  the  beach  dare  engage  me,  but  this 
is  what  I  fear'd. 

It  is  very  odd,  that  Captain  G p  should  now  declare 

be  never  intended  to  go  to  the  southward,  when  he  pub- 
lickly  gave  his  word  and  honour  he  would  go  that  way,  or 
any  way  where  the  spirit  of  the  people  led :  But  he  after- 
^vards  told  his  ofhcers,  he  knew  he  had  a  severe  trial  to  ao 
through,  if  ever  he  came  to  England  ;  and  as  for  those  who 
llv'd  to  return  to  their  country,  the  only  favour  he  request- 
ed from  them,  was  to  declare  the  truth,  without  favour  or 
j^rejudice,  and  this  we  prorais'd  faithfully  to  do :  His  wordsy 
iQ  this  respect,  were  as  much  regarded  by  us  as  the  words 
of  a  dying  man,  and  have  been  most  punctually  observ'd. 

Saturday  the  10th,  little  wind  at  N.  and  N.VV.  Getting 
all  ready  tor  going  off  this  afternoon,  the  captain  sent  for 
the  lieutenant  and  me,  desiring  us  both  to  go  to  Captaia 
P— — n,  to  know  what  he  intended  to  do  with  him.  We' 
accordingly  came^  and  both  promised  to  go  directly,  and 
bring  him  his  answer.  When  we  came  out,  went  to  the 
lieutenant's  tent;  from  thence  I  expected,  and  made  no 

doubt  but  he  would  go  to  Captain  P n's  :  But  when  I 

ask'd  him  he  refused,  which  very  much  surprised  me*    I 

thought  it  very  ungenerous  to  trifle  with  Captain  C p, 

or  any  gentleman  iu  his  unhappy  situation  ;  therefore  went 
alone  to  Captain  Pemberton.  When  I  delivered  him  Cap- 
tain C p's  message,  the  answer  was,  I  design,  and  must 

carry  him  prisoner  to  England.  I  return'd,  and  acquaint- 
ed Captain  C— — p  with  Captain  P— — n's  answer :  He 
tvsk'd  me  then  if  the  lieutenant  was  w'th  me.  I  told  him, 
no;  and  I  believe  did  not  design  it.  He  said,  Mr  Bulke- 
ley,  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you,  and  could  not  think 
the  lieutenant  would  use  me  thus.  In  the  evening  the  lieu- 
tenant and  I  were  sent  for  again :  The  captain  said  to  the 

lieutenant.  Sir,  have  you  been  with  Captain  P n?  He 

answer'd.  No,  sir.  I  thought,  sir,  you  promised  meyoa 
would  :  However,  I  have  his  answer  from  Mr  Bulke- 
Jey  i  I  am  to  be  carried  a  prisoner  to  England.    Gentle- 
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men,  T  shall  never  live  to  see  England,  but  die  by  inches  in 
the  voyage ;  and  it  is  surprising  to  me  to  thinic  what  you 
can  expect  b^  going  to  the  southward,  where  there  are  ten 
thousand  difficulties  to  be  encounter'd  with  :  I  am  sorry  so 
many  brave  fellows  should  be  led  to  go  where  they  are  not 
acquainted,  when,  by  going  to  the  northward,  there  is  the 
island  of  Chili,  not  above  ninety  leagues,  where  we  need 
not  fear  taking  prizes,  and  may  nave  a  chance  to  see  the 
commodore.  I  made  answer.  Sir,  you  have  said  that  we 
shall  be  call'd  to  an  account  for  this  in  England :  I  must 
tell  you,  for  m^  part,  had  I  been  guilty  of  any  crime,  and 
was  sure  of  being  hang'd  for  it  in  England,  I  would  make 
it  my  choice  to  go  there,  sooner  than  to  the  northward : 
Have  not  you  ^iven  your  word  and  honour  to  go  to  the 
southward  r  It  is  true  there  is  a  chance  in  going  .to  the 
northward,  by  delivering  us  from  this  unhappy  situation  of 
life  to  a  worse,  viz.  a  Spanish  prison.  The  captain  said  no 
more  but  'tm,  Gentlemen,  I  wish  you  well  and  safe  to  Eng- 
land. 

Sunday  the  1 1th,  this  morning  the  captain  sent  for  me, 
and  told  me  he  had  rather  be  shot  than  carried  oif  a  pri- 
soner, and  that  he  would  not  go  off  with  us  ;  therefore  de- 
sired me  to  ask  the  people  to  suffer  him  to  remain  on  the 
island  :  The  people  readily  agreed  to  his  request,  and  also 
consented  to  leave  him  all  things  needful  for  his  support, 
as  much  as  could  be  spared.  Lieutenant  H  ■  a  arid  the 
surgeon  chose  to  stay  with  him.  We  offer'd  him  also  the 
barge  and  yawl,  if  he  could  procure  men  to  go  with  him. 
The  question  was  proposed  before  the  whole  body,  but  they 
all  cry'd  aloud  for  England,  and  let  him  stay  and  be  d — ^"d ; 
does  he  want  to  carry  us  to  a  prison  ?  There  is  not  a  man 
will  go.  The  captain  being  deprived  of  his  command  in 
the  manner  above* mentioned,  and  for  the  reasons  already 
given,  it  was  resolved  to  draw  some  articles  to  be  sign'd  for 
the  good  of  the  community,  and  to  give  the  lieutenant  ft 
limited  command.  The  paper  was  drawn  up  in  this  man- 
ner : — 

"  Whereas  Captain  David  C p,  our  commander  ia 

his  majesty's  ship  the  Wager,  never  consulted  any  of  his 
officers  for  the  safety  and  preservation  of  the  said  snip,  and 
iiis  o^ajesty's  subjects  thereto  belonging,  bat  several  times, 
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since  the  unhappy  loss  of  the  said  ship,  he  has  been  solicit- 
ed in  the  most  dutiful  manner,  promising  him  at  the  same 
time  to  support  his  command  with  our  lives,  desiring  no 
more  than  to  ^o  oflf  heart  in  hand  from  this  place  to  the 
southward,  which  he  gave  his  word  and  honour  to  do;  and 
being  almost  ready  for  sailing,  did  applv  to  him  some  few 
days  past,  to  draw  up  some  proper  articles)  in  order  to  sup- 
press mutiny,  and  other  material  things,  which  were  thought 
necessary  to  be  agreed  to  before  we  went  off;  but  he,  in 
the  most  scornful  manner,  hath  rejected  every  thing  pro- 
posed for  the  public  good,  and  as  he  is  now  a  prisoner,  and 
the  command  given  to  the  lieutenant,  upon  his  approbation 
of  the  foilowipg  articles: 

**  First,  As  we  have  no  conveniency  for  dressing  provi- 
sions, on  board  tbje  vessel,  for  a  third  part  of  the  number  to 
be  carried  off  the  spot,  therefore  this  day  served  out  to 
every  man  and  boy  twelve  days'  provision,  for  them  to 
dress  before  we  go  off;  and  t^so  it  is  agreed,  that  whoever 
is  guilty  of  defrauding  another  of  any  part  of  his  allowance, 
on  sufficient  proof  thereof,  the  person  found  guilty  (with- 
out any  respect  of  person)  shall  be  put  on  shore  at  the  first 
convenient  place,  and  left  there. 

"  Secondly,  In  regard  to  tlie  boats  going  off  with  us,  we 
think  proper  to  allow  one  week^s  provision  for  each  man 
.appointed  to  go  in  them,  in  order  to  prevent  separation 
from  each  other,  which  would  be  of  the  worst  consequence 
of  any  thing  that  can  happen  to  us ;  To  prevent  which,  we 
do  agree,  that  when  under  way  they  shall  not  separate,  but 
always  keep  within  musket-shot,  and  on  no  pretence  or  ex- 
cuse whatsoever  go  beyond  that  reach.  The  officer,  or  any 
other  person,  that  shall  attempt  a  separation,  or  exceed  the 
above-mention'd  bounds,  shall,  on  proof,  be  put  on  shore, 
and  left  behind. 

"  Thirdly,  It  is  agreed,  in  order  to  suppress  mutiny,  and 
prevent  broils  and  quarrels  on  board  the  vessel,  that  no  man 
shall  threaten  the  life  of  another,  or  offer  violence  in  any 
shape,  the  offender,  without  any  respect  of  station  or  qua- 
lity, being  found  guilty,  shall  be  put  on  shore,  and  left  be- 
hind. 

"  Fourthly,  We  do  agree,  whatever  fowl,  fish,  or  neces- 
saries of  life,  we  shall  happen  to  meet  with  on  our  passage, 
the  s^me  shall  be  divided  among  the  whole,  and  if  Captain 

Pavid 


Bidktle^t  Narrative, 


471 


JOavid  C— —p  shall  be  put  on  board  a  prisoner,  it  shall 
not  be  in  the  liealenant's  power  to  release  him. 

"  The  aforesaid  articles  were  agreed  to,  and  sign'd  by 
the  ondermention'd,   .     : 


Robert  Beans,  lieatenant 
Thomas  Clark,  master 
Jolm  King,  boatswain 
John  Bulkeley,  ganner 
John  Cammins,  carpenter 
Thomas  Harvey,  punter 
Robert   Elliot,  surgeon's 

mate 
John  Jones,  master's  mate 
John  Snow,  ditto 
The  Hon.  John  Byron,  mid 

shipman 
Alexander  Campbell,  ditto 
Isaac  Morris,  ditto 
Thomas  Maclean,  cpok 
Richard  Phipps,  boatswain's 

mate 
John  Mooring,  ditto 
Matthew  I^angley,  gunner's 

mate 
Guy  Broadwater,  coxswain 
Samuel  Stook,  seaman 
Joseph  Clinch,  ditto 
John  Duck,  ditto 
Peter    Plastow,  captain's 

steward 
John  Pitman,  butcher 
Darid  Buckle)r,quarter-gun- 

e  man 

Richard  Noble,  quarter>mas- 

ter 

Monday  the  12th,  at  day-light,  launch'd  the  long-boat, 
and  gave  her  the  name  of  the  Speedwell,  (which  God  pre- 
served to  deliver  us)  we  got  all  the  provision  on  board,  and 
other  necessaries.  The  captain  sent  for  the  lieutenant, 
myself,  and  the  carpenter,  desiring  us  to  leave  him  what 
could  be  spared,  and  to  seod  to  the  deserters  to  know  if 

4  they 


William   Moore,  jcaptain's 

cook 
George  Smith,  seaman 
Benjamin  Smith,  ditto 
William  Oram,  carpenter's 

mate 
John  Hart,  joiner  ^ 

John  Bosman,  seaman 
William   Harvey,    quarter- 
gunner 
Richard  Bast,  seaman 
Samuel  Cooper,  ditto 
Job  Barns,  ditto 
Joseph  Butler,  ditto 
William  Rose,  quarter-mas- 
ter 
John  Shorehamt  seaman 
John  Hayes,  ditto 
Henry  Stephens,  ditto 
William  Callicutt,  ditto 
John  Russel,  armourer 
James  MacCawle,  seaman 
William  Lane,  ditto 
James  Roach,  ditto 
John  George,  ditto 
John  Yount;,  cooper 
Moses  I^ewis,  gunner's  mate 
Nicholas  Griselham,  sea 
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they  will  go  in  the  yawl  to  the  northward^  we  promised 
to  grant  him  his  request.  To-dav  every  boriy  eot  on  board. 

The  captain,  surgeon,  and  Mr  H n,  had  Ujeir  share  of 

provisions  equal  with  us. 

Tuesday  the  IStb,  we  sent  the  barge  to  the  deserters, 
with  Mr  S'— — w,  the  mate,  to  know  if  they  were  willing 
to  tarr}',  and  go  with  the  captain  to  the  northward,  to  ac- 
quaint them  what  provision  and  necessaries  shonld  be  al- 
Jow'd  'em  :  They  readily  agreed  to  tarry.  On  the  return 
of  the  boat,  deliver'd  to  the  captain  ti)e  share  of  provision 
for  tlie  deserters,  and  sundry  necessaries,  as  imder-men- 
tioned;,  viz. 

Six  hand'grepadoes,  five  half  barrels  of  powder,  two 
caggs  of  BQUSket^bailsi  Lieutenant  H  n's  pistols  and 
gun,  one  pair  of  pistols  for  the  captain,  twelve  musketr 
Hints,  six  pistol'flints,  sundry  carpenter's  tools,  half  a  pint 
of  sweet  oil,  two  swords  ofthe  captain's  own,  five  muskets, 
twelve  pistol  balls,  one  bible,  one  azimuth  compass,  one 
quadrant,  and  one  Guntcr's  scale. 

I'rovision  deliver'd  to  the  captain,  surgeon,  and  Lieute- 
nant K."  n,  with  eight  deserters,  wnich  last  are  to  be  at 
half  allowance  of  the  quantity  made  out  to  the  people, 
nhich  niake  the  whole  number  seven  at  whole  allowance. 

To  t|ie  captain^  surgeon,  and  Lieutenant  H-  n,  six 
pieces  of  beef,  six  pieces  of  pork,  and  ninety  pound  of 
flour ;  for  the  deserters,  eight  pieces  of  beef,  eight  pieces 
of  pork^  one  hundred  weight  ot  flour. 

As  soon  as  the  above  things  were  delivered,  we  got  ready 
for  sailing.  I  went  and  took  my  leave  of  the  captain ;  he 
repeated  his  iniunction,  that  at  my  return  to  Lngland  I 
would  impartially  relate  all  proceedings :  He  spoke  to  me 
in  the  most  tender  and  nifectionate  manner,  and,  as  a  token 
of  his  friendship  and  regard  for  me,  desired  me  to  accept 
of  a  suit  of  his  best  wearing  appartl :  At  parting  lie  gave 
me  his  hand  with  a  great  deal  ot  chearfulness,  wbhing  me 
well  and  safe  to  England.  This  was  the  last  time  I  ever 
saw  the  unfortunate  Captain  C—. — ^p.  However,  we  hope 
to  see  him  again  in  England,  that  Mr  Cummins  and  myself 
may  be  freed  from  some  heavy  imputations  to  our  preju- 
dice,  laid  on  us  by  the  gentleman  who  succeeded  him  in 
command,  and  who,  having  an  opportunity  of  arriving  be- 
fore us  in  England,  not  only  in  the  places  he  touched  at 
abroad,  hut  at  home,  has  blackened  us  with  the  greatest 
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tialamnies,  and  by  an  i  nperfect  narrative,  has  not  only  tra« 
daced  us,  but  made  the  whole  affair  so  dark  and  mysticalp 
that  till  the  captain's  arrival  the  1 — ^-s  of  the  a—- — y  will 
not  decide  for  or  against  ua.  But  if  that  unfortunate  cap- 
tain never  returns  to  his  country,  let  us  do  so  much  justice 
to  his  character,  to  declare  that  he  was  a  gentleman  po»- 
scssed  of  many  virtues :  He  was  an  excellent  seaman  him- 
self, and  loved  a  seaman ;  as  for  personal  bravery,  no  man 
had  a  larger  share  of  it  j  even  when  a  prisoner  he  preserved 
the  dignity  of  a  commander,  no  misfortune  could  dispirit 
or  deject  him,  and  fear  was  a  weakness  he  was  entirely  a 
stranger  to ;  the  loss  of  the  ship  was  the  loss  of  him ;  he 
knew  how  to  govern  while  he  was  a  commander  on  board, 
but  when  things  were  brought  to  confusion  and  disorder, 
he  thought  to  establish  his  command  ashore  by  his  cou- 
rage, and  to  suppress  the  least  insult  on  his  authority  on  the 
first  occasion ;  an  instance  of  this  was  seen  on  the  boat- 
swain's first  appearing  ashore — shooting  Mr  Cozens,  and 
treating  him  in  the  manner  he  did  after  his  confinement, 
was  highly  resented  by  the  people,  who  soon  got  the  power 
in  their  own  hands ;  the  officers  only  had  the  name,  and 
they  were  often  compelled,  for  the  preservation  of  their 
lives,  to  comply  sometimes  with  their  most  unreasonable 
demands;  and  it  is  a  miracle,  amidst  the  wildness  and 
distraction  of  the  people,  that  there  was  no  more  blood- 
shed. 

At  eleven  in  the  forenoon,  the  whole  body  of  people  era- 
barked,  to  the  number  of  eighty-one  souU,  fitty-nine  on 
board  the  vessel,  on  board  the  cutter  twelve,  and  in  the 
barge  ten.  At  noon  got  under  sail,  the  wind  at  N.W.  by 
W.  The  captain,  surgeon,  and  Mr  H— — n,  being  on  the 
shore  side,  we  gave  them  three  cheers,  which  they  return- 
ed. Coming  out  of  Wager's  Bay,  split  the  foresail,  and 
very  narrowly  escaped  the  rocks ;  with  the  assistance  of  the 
barge  and  our  own  oars,  tow'd  her  clear,  and  bore  away  int» 
a  large  sandy  bay,  on  the  south  side  of  the  lagoon,  which 
we  called  by  the  name  of  the  Speedwell  Bay.  At  four  in 
the  afternoon,  anchored  in  ten  fathom  fine  sand,  the  barge 
and  cutter  went  ashore,  there  not  being  room  on  board  the 
boat  to  lodge  the  people. 

Wednesday  the  14th,  fresh  gales  at  S.  W.  and  W.,  with 
rain.    At  three  this  afternoon^  being  fair  weatlier,  weigh'd, 
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and  came  to  sail  to  take  a  craixe  up  the  lagoon,  to  try  the 
vessel,  It  being  imouth  water  she  work'd  very  well ;  after 
three  or  four  ulpt  returned,  and  ancUor'd  where  we  came 
from. 


'.i   H' 


**  These  are  to  certify  the  right  honourable  the  lords 
eominissioners  for  executing  the  office  of  lord  high  admiral 
of  Great  Britain,  That  we,  whose  names  are  under-men- 
tioned, do  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your  lordships  that  Captain 
David  Cheap,  our  late  commander  in  his  majesty's  ship 
Wager,  haviut;  publicly  declared,  that  he  will  never  go  on 
ibis  spot,  at  his  own  reauest  desires  to  be  left  behind  ;  but 
Captuin  Pemberlon,  ol  his  majesty's  land  forces,  having 
confined  him  a  prisoner  fur  the  death  of  Mr  Henry  Cozens, 
midshipman,  with  Lieutenant  Hamilton,  for  breaking  his 
confinement,  did  insist  on  delivering  them  up  on  the  beach 
to  the  charge  of  Lieutenant  Beans,  but  he,  with  his  officers 
and  people,  consulting  the  ill  consequences  that  might  at- 
tend carrying  two  prisoners  off  in  so  small  a  vesselt  and  for 
so  long  and  tedious  a  passage  as  we  are  likely  to  have,  and 
that  they  might  have  opportunities  of  acting  such  things  in 
secret  as  may  prove  destructive  to  the  whole  body;  and 
also  in  regard  to  the  chief  article  of  life,  as  the  greatest  part 
of  the  people  must  be  obliged  at  every  place  we  stop,  to  go 
on  shore  in  search  of  provisions,  and  there  being  now  no 
less  than  eighty-one  souls  in  this  small  vessel,  which  we 
hope  to  be  delivered  in,  we  therefore,  to  prevent  any  diffi- 
culties to  be  added  to  the  unforeseen  we  have  to  encounter 
with,  think  proper  to  agree,  and  in  order  to  prevent  mur- 
der, to  comply  with  Captain  David  Cheap's  request :  The 
surgeon  also  begs  leave  to  be  left  with  him.  Dated  on  board 
the  Speedwell  schooner,  in  Cheap's  Bay,  this  14tb  day  of 
October,  1741.  . 


Bobert  Beans,  lieutenant 
Thomas  Clark,  master 
John  King,  boatswain 
John  Bulkeley,  gunner 
John  Cummins,  master 
Bobert    Elliot^    surgeon's 
mate 


John  Jones,  master's  mate 

John  Snow,  ditto 

Captain  Pemberton,  of  his 

majesty's  land  forces 
Vincent  Oakley,  surgeon  of 

xlitto.'* 
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Thunday  the  15th,  this  moniing  it  being  calm,  made  a 
liginal  for  the  boats  to  come  off,  by  firing  five  muskets.  At 
day-light  came  to  sail,  with  the  wmd  at  W.  by  N.  It  blow- 
ing herd,  and  a  sreat  swell,  the  vessel  woold  not  work,  there- 
fore we  were  obliged  to  put  into  a  small  bay,  lying  S.W.  of 
Harvey's  Bay,  where  we  had  very  good  shelter,  there  being 
a  large  ledge  of  rocks  without  us,  which  broke  the  sea  off. 
At  eleven  we  sent  the  barge  to  Cheap's  Bay,  for  what  can- 
vass could  be  found  serviceable,  having  left  a  sufficient 
quantity  behind  to  supply  us  with  sails,  in  case  we  wanted 
*em.  Went  in  the  bargee  the  Hon.  John  Byron,  at  his  own 
request,  Alexander  Campbell,  midshipman;  William  Har- 
vey,  quarter-gunner;  David  Buckley,  ditto ;  William  Rose, 
quarter-master ;  Richard  Noble,  ditto ;  Peter  Plaslow,cap^ 
tain's  steward ;  Joseph  Clinch,  seaman,  and  Rowland  C  rus- 
set, marine.  This  afternoon  the  carpenter  went  ashore  ia 
the  cutter,  with  several  of  the  people,  to  look  for  provender* 
Shot  several  geese,  and  other  sea-fowl.  Rainy  weather, 
^ind  W.N.W. 

Friday  the  l6th,  continual  rain,  and  hard  gales  all  night 
at  S.W*  This  morning  the  carpenter  cnme  on  board,  and 
acquainted  us  that  he  saw  an  anchor  of  seven  feet  in  the 
shank,  the  palm  of  each  arm  filed  off  just  above  the  crown : 
This  anchor  we  suppose  to  have  belonged  to  some  small 
vessel  wreck'd  on  tne  coast.  The  cutter  brought  off  abun- 
dance of  shell-fish  ready  dress'd  for  the  people. 

Sunday,  the  18th,  at  noon,  the  cutter  came  off,  and. 
brought  aboard  plenty  of  shell-fish  and  greens.  The  Hon. 
Mr  B  n,  Mr  C  I,  and  three  of  the  barge's  crew, 
came  from  where  the  barge  lay.  Mr  B  ..  n  came  aboard, 
and  inform'd  us  of  the  barge  being  safe  in  the  bay  where 
we  left  her,  and  only  waited  the  opportunity  of  weather  to 
come  round  with  her :  At  the  same  time  he  desired  to  know 
if  we  would  give  him,  and  those  who  would  stay  with  Cap- 
tain C p,  their  share  of  provisions.    This  question  of 

/Mr  B        n's  very  much  surprized  us;  and  what  surprized 

U8  more  was,  that  he  should  be  influenced  by  Mr  C ^1, 

a  person  whom  he  always  held  in  contempt.  As  for  my 
part,  I  believe  Mr  B  ■  n  left  us  because  he  could  not  get 
an  accommodation  aboard  the  vessel  that  he  liked,  being 
obliged  to  lie  forward  with  the  men  ;  as  were  also  the  car- 
penter and  myself  when  below:  It  is  very  certain,  that  we 
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are  so  closely  pent  up  for  want  of  room,  that  the  worst  jail 
in  England  m  n  palace  to  our  present  situation. 

Tuesday  the  20lh,  served  out  to  the  people  eight  dayi^ 
flour»  to  be  dress'd  ashore.  1  went  in  tlie  cutter  to  com- 
mand in  my  turn  for  a  week. 

Wednesday  the  2 1st,  close  weather;  the  wind  from  W. 
to  N.W.,  with  rain  and  hail.  Brought  aboard  shell-Hsh  in 
abundance.  At  noon  the  Honourable  Mr  B— — n  came 
^vith  some  of  the  crew  over-laud  ;  he  ask'd  me  whether  the 
boat's  crew  were  gone  off,  and  if  we  had  served  the  provi- 
sion, for  he  wanted  to  return  to  the  barge.  I  told  him  all 
the  people  were  out  a-(ishing,  and  that  the  first  who  came 
in  should  carry  him  oif.  On  which  he  said,  I  tliink  we  will 
CO  and  get  some  fish  too,  having  nothing  else  to  live  on. 
This  was  the  last  lime  I  ever  saw  his  honour.    When  the 

Jjeople  rcturn'd  from  fishing,  they  told  me  Mr  B— -n  had 
ost  his  hat,  the  wind  blowing  it  off  his  head.  I  said,  rather 
than  he  should  want  a  hat  I  would  give  him  my  own.  One 
of  the  seamen  forced  a  hat  on  his  head  ;  his  name  was  Joha 

Duck  :  But  Mr  B n  would  by  no  means  wear  it,  saying, 

John,  1  Ihank  you,  if  1  accept  of  your  kindness  you  must  go 
"bareheaded,  and  1  think  I  can  bear  hardships  as  well  as  the 
"best  of  you,  and  must  use  myself  to  them,  i  took  eieht 
people  and  went  overland  to  the  place  where  the  barge  lay, 
to  get  the  canvass  that  we  stood  so  much  in  need  of^  but 
found  that  she  was  gone  from  thence.  The  people  in  the 
barge  toirl  our  men  that  they  would  relura  to  us  again,  but 
it  is  plain  they  never  intended  it. 

Thursday  the  3Sd,  this  day  we  saw  sea-fowl  in  vast 
flocks,  flying  to  the  southward,  where  was  a  dead  whale. 
Look'd  out  all  this  day  for  the  barge,  but  to  no  purpose. 
The  barge  not  returning  was  a  very  great  misfortune,  ba- 
'  ving  no  boat  but  the  cutter;  and  if  by  an  unlucky  accident 
we  lose  her,  we  must  be  reduced  to  the  greatest  extremities 
to  get  provision.  The  persons  in  the  barge,  except  the 
captains  steward,  always  approved  of  going  to  the  south- 
ward, but  it  seems  Mr  C— — 1,  the  pottron,  prevail'd  on 

*em  to  return  to  Captain  C p. 

Friday  the  23d,  saw  thousands  of  sea-fowl ;  in  the  morn- 
ing tliey  fly  to  the  northward,  and  in  the  evening  come 
back  to  the  south ;  they  are  birds  of  a  very  large  size,  btit . 
ef  what  kind  wc  do  not  know.    Since  we  have  been  here 
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we  taw  several  Indian  p;ravei ;  they  are  dug  juit  within  the 
surface  of  the  earth,  with  a  board  on  each  side,  and  a  cross 
stuck  up  at  the  head.    The  day  following,  a  gun,  a  four- 

Eounder,  was  seen  near  the  anchor  in  Clam  Bay ;  we  call  it 
y  this  name,  because  of  the  vast  quantities  of  this  sort  of 
■hell-fish  which  are  found  there. 

Monday  the  86th,  it  being  very  calm  and  fair  weather, 
I  went  ashore  to  bring  off  tlie  people ;  weigh'd  the  long* 
boat,  and  took  her  in  tow  over  a  bar  where  there  was  ten 
feet  water,  bat  a  great  swell ;  as  soon  as  we  got  over  the 
bar  there  sprung  up  a  breeze  of  wind  at  M.W.,  steer'd 
away  S.  |  E.  for  the  southmost  part  of  land,  which  bore  S. 
by  £.,  distant  fourteen  leagues.  The  two  points  of  land 
make  a  large  and  deep  sandy  bay,  we  sounded  but  found  no 
ground ;  it  is  a  bold  snore  close  to.  I  kept  a-head  in  tho 
cutter,  in  order  to  provide  a  hurbour  for  the  long-boat; 
Providence  directed  us  to  a  very  good  one :  It  blewso  hard, 
with  thick  hazy  weather,  that  we  could  not  keep  the  sea. 
At  eight  at  night  we  unchor'd  in  eight  fathom  water, 
a-breast  of  a  tine  sandy  bay,  and  land*locked  not  above 
tliree  boats  length  from  the  shore :  At  the  entrance  of  th« 
harbour,  which  lies  about  a  league  up  the  lagoon,  I  set  the 
land,  the  northmost  puint  bore  by  the  compass  N.  by  E., 
distant  twelve  leagues,  and  the  southmost  S.  by  W.,  distani 
five  leagues;  the  entrance  lies  £. 

Tuesday  the  27th,  fresh  gales  at  west,  and  cloudy  wea-. 
ther,  with  a  great  swell  without,  insomuch  that  we  could 
not  put  out  to  sea ;  we  therefore  sent  the  people  ashore  to 
dress  their  provisions;  each  man  is  allow'd  but  a  quarter  of 
a  pound  of  flour  per  day,  without  auy  other  subsistence  but 
what  Providence  brings  in  our  way. 

Tliursday,  the  29tli,  early  this  morning  it  being  calm  and 
thick  weather,  with  small  rain,  we  rowed  out  of  the  la- 
goon ;  at  five  it  cleared  up,  with  a  fresh  breeze  at  S.S.  £., 
steer'd  S.W.  and  S  W.  by  W.,  saw  a  small  island  bearing 
S.  by  W.,  the  southmost  ond  S.  by  £.  I'his  island  we  called 
the  rock  of  Dundee,  it  being  much  like  that  island  in  the 
West-lndies,  but  not  so  large ;  it  lieth  about  four  leagues 
distant  from  the  southmost  point  of  laiul  out  at  sea.  This 
day  it  blow'd  so  hard  that  we  were  obliged  to  take  the  cut- 
ter in  tow. 

Friday  the  SOlh,  hard  gales,  and  a  great  sea ;  saw  some 
inlands  and  some  sunken  rocks  ;  at  six  saw  the  main  in  two 
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points  of  land,  with  a  large  opening;  on  efioh  tide  the 
sunken  rooks  are  innumernDie ;  the  entrance  it  so  danger* 
out,  that  no  mortal  would  attempt  it  unless  his  case  was 
desperate  as  oars,  we  have  nothmg  but  death  before  oor 
ejes  in  keeping  the  sea,  and  the  same  prospect  in  running 
in  with  the  land  :  We  ran  in  before  the  wind  to  the  open- 
ing that  appear'd  between  the  two  points,  the  oorthmost  of 
which  bore  N.  by  E.,  and  the  soulhmost  S.  by  £.  We 
steered  in  east,  and  found  the  opening  to  be  a  larae  lagoon 
on  the  southmost  side,  running  into  a  very  good  narbour ; 
here  our  small  vessel  lay  secure  in  a  cove,  which  nature  had 
form'd  like  a  dock  ;  we  had  no  occasion  to  let  go  our  an- 
chor, but  ran  alongside  the  land,  and  made  fast  our  head 
and  stern.  The  people  went  ashore  in  search  of  provision ; 
here  we  found  plenty  of  wood  and  water,  and  fine  large 
muscles  in  great  quantities.  Served  to  each  man  half  a 
piece  of  beef. 

Saturday  the  Slst,  this  morning  cast  loose  and  row'd  to- 
wards the  mouth  of  the  lagoons,  designing  to  pnt  ont  to 
sea,  but  the  wind  blew  so  hard  that  we  were  obliged  to  come 
to  an  anchor.  This  afternoon,  in  weighing  the  grapnel  in 
order  to  go  to  the  cove,  we  found  it  foul  among  seme  rocks, 
all  hands  haul'd,  took  a  turn  round  the  main-mast  and  went 
aft,  which  weighed  the  grapnel,  but  straightened  one  of  the 
flukes :  Here  the  land  is  very  high  and  steep  on  each  side> 
the  carpenter  and  cooper  were  on  the  highest  of  these  hills, 
and  found  deep  ponds  of  water  on  the  top  of  them  {  these 
hills  are  very  rocky,  and  there  nre  great  falls  of  water  all 
along  the  coast:  'I he  whole  navy  of  England  may  lie  with 
safety  in  many  of  those  lagoons,  but  the  coast  is  too  dan- 
gerous for  any  ship  to  fail  in  with  the  land.  The  people  to-* 
day  were  very  much  afflicted  with  the  gripes  ana  pains  in 
their  side.  Here  are  abundance  of  trees,  not  unlike  our 
yew-trees,  they  are  not  above  seven  or  eight  inches  in  dia- 
meter, and  the  bark  is  like  cedar.  The  land  is  to  appear- 
ance very  good,  but  on  digging  beneath  the  surface  we  find 
it  almost  an  entire  stone.  We  saw  no  people  here,  though 
it  is  plain  there  have  been  some  lately,  by  their  wigwams 
or  huts.  We  are  so  closely  pent  up  for  want  of  room,  that 
our  lodging  is  very  uncomfortable ;  the  stench  of  the  men's 
wet  cloaths  makes  the  air  we  breathe  nauseous  to  that  de- 
gree, that  one  would  think  it  impossible  for  n  man  to  live 
below.    We  came  to  sail,  and  steered  out  of  the  lagoon 
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weit ;  went  into  a  sandy  buy  one  league  to  the  loalhward 
of  the  lagoon.    Indian  huti  to  be  icen,  but  no  natives. 

Monday  November  SH,  at  five  in  the  morning,  came  to 
lail  with  the  wind  at  S.  and  S.  by  £.    At  noon  the  wind 
came  to  the  W.  and  W.N.W.  in  small  breezes.    This  day 
I  had  a  very  good  observation,  it  being  the  first  lince  we 
left  Cheap's  Island.    We  found  ourselves  in  the  latitude  of 
Kf  Of  S.    After  observing,  bore  away  and  ran  into  n  fine 
smooth  passage  between  the  island  and  the  main.    These 
islands  I  believe  to  be  the  same  that  are  taken  notice  of  in 
Cook's  voyage.    From  the  entrance  to  the  northward,  to 
the  going  out  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  (as  we  call  it)  the 
distance  is  about  six  leagues,  and  the  depth  of  the  water  is 
from  two  fathom  to  twelve;  the  northraost  land  before  we 
came  into  the  passage  bore  N.  bv  W.,  and  the  southmost, 
or  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  bore  S.  by  E.    In  the  evening  an- 
chored in  a  fine  sandy  bay ;  here  we  also  saw  Indian  huts» 
but  no  people.    To-day  we  shot  wild  geese  in  abundance, 
and  got  of  shell-fish,  as  limpets  and  muscles. 

Tuesday  the  Sd,  at  four  this  morning  weighed,  and  came 
to  sail  with  the  wind  at  W.,  till  we  ^ot  about  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  then  at  W.N.W.,  steerine  S.,  and  a  tumbling 
sea  from  tlie  W.    The  cutter  steePd  S.  by  £.  into  a  deep 
bay;  supposing  them  not  to  see  the  southmost  land,  we 
made  the  signal  for  her,  by  hoisting  an  ensign  at  the  top- 
ping-lift ;  as  the  cutter  was  coming  up  to  us  her  square  sail 
•plitted,  we  ofier'd  to  take  them  in  tow,  but  they  would  not 
accept  it ;  we  lay  with  our  sails  down  some  time  before  they 
would  show  any  signal  of  making  sail ;  coming  before  the 
wind,  and  a  large  sea,  we  ordered  them  to  steer  away  for 
the  southmost  point  of  land  after  us,  and  to  keep  as  near  us 
as  possible ;  but,  instead  of  observing  our  directions,  they 
gteered  away  into  the  cod  of  a  deep  bay,  supposed  to  be 
King's  Bay :  The  cutter  being  much  to  leeward,  and  the 
weather  being  very  thick,  we  were  obliged  to  steer  after 
her,  but  soon  lost  sight  of  her.  The  place  being  exceeding 
dangerous,  we  coulunot  venture  any  farther  after  the  cut- 
ter, therefore  we  hauled  by  the  wind  to  the  southward,  it 
continued  blowing  hard,  with  thick  weather,  with  sunken 
rocks  and  breakers,  so  that  we  were  obliged  to  bear  away 
before  the  wind  into  a  large  bay,  the  tide  running  rampant, 
and  in  a  great  swell,  every  where  surrounded  with  sunken 
Tocks^  that  we  thought  nothing  bnt  a  miracle  could  save  us  \. 
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at  ImI  we  got  safe  into  the  boy,  and  came  to  in  two  falhoai 
water,  we  steered  in  east.  At  four  this  morning  rowed  out 
between  the  islands,  after  we  got  out  had  a  Iresn  breeze  ai 
M.W.,  steered  out  S.S.W.  then  S.  and  S.  by  E.,  the  cutter 
a-head.    At  seven  in  the  morning  a>bre«8t  of  Cape  Gooct 
Hope,  saw  a  large  high  rock  beariug  S.,  steered  S.  by  £  y 
going  within  it,  and  the  main  a-breast  of  the  rocks,  saw  a 
lou^  point  making  into  islands  bearing  S.  by  £.,  steer'd  S. 
unljl  a-breast  of  them  :  The  same  day  saw  a  very  hieh  land« 
with  a  low  point  running  off  in  Hmail  homroacues,  oearing 
from  the  norlhmost  point  S.  by  E.  about  eighteen  lea^fues; 
between  those  two  points  is  n  large  deep  bay,  all  wiI'm;* 
surrounded  with  rocks  and  sninll  i^ands,  steered  S.  r  d  S. 
by  W.  fur  the  oulermost  point,  tlic  cutter  keeping:  ^kuniiiy 
and  we  considering  the  ill  consequence  of  beinn;  '^uibtiyeil, 
to  prevent  which  we  hauled  the  mainsail  aid  fur  i  i'l  down^ 
and  kept  the  vessel  before  the  wind;  at  elcv<.M  '.i.e  cutter 
came  alonsside,  with  her  mainsail  split;  we  called  to  then 
to  take  houi  of  a  tow-rope,  but  they  refused,  telling  m  that 
the  boat  would  not  bear  towing,  by  icason  of  the  swell  of 
the  sea,  therefore  they  would  have  us  nearer  the  shore, 
where  we  should  have  smooth  water ;  we  answered  them 
that  the  water  was  smoother  without,  and  nothing  nigh  the 
sea  that  runs  within ;  besides,  we  shall  be  embay'd,  there- 
fore we  desire  you  to  come  on  board  the  vessel,  and  we'll 
take  the  boat  in  tow :  They  had  no  regard  to  what  we  said; 
we  nt  titf:    amc  lime,  for  above  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  lay  in 
the  trougli  of  the  sea,  with  a  fair  wind :  The  people  in  the 
cutter  woul't  neither  make  suil  nor  row,  at  Inst,  finding  them 
obatinnte,  we  hoisted  a  skirt  of  the  mainsail,  and  edged  far- 
ther off,  S.  by  W. ;  when  they  found  we  would  not  go  into 
that  bay,  they  hoisited  their  mainsail,  and  went  a-head }  be- 
ing some  distance  a-head,  we  made  sail,  the  cutter  still 
keeping  a-head  till  one  o'clock,  then  she  bore  away  S.  by 
£.  and  S.S.E.,  the  reason  of  which  we  could  not  tell,  it 
blowing  very  hard,  with  a  great  sea,  nothing  before  us  but 
rocks  and  breakers,  therefore  of  consequence  the  farther  in 
the  sea  must  be  the  greater.    At  hulf  an  hour  past  two,  the 
cutter  being  on  the  beam,  auU  ioii.  ituies  within  us,  we  b<Uo 
away  after  them,  and  in  a  very  h  .  v    ;quall  «.     .ind  and 
rain  we  lost  sight  of  her :  A    .    J.,e  s^aall  was  over  it  clear- 
ed up,  but  we  saw  nothing  of  the  cutter,  nor  could  we  clear 
tiie  shore  to  the  nqrlliward,  being  not  above  two  nvles  oft" 
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the  breftken ;  therefore  are  were  under  a  necenUy  of  h«uU 
ihg  to  thf  oalhwartl  for  «elf-preBervation>  and  very  narrow-. 
Iv  eBcaperl  Itarini;  tlie  v&ck*  ■>  ACler  ranning  nboiu  thrt« 
leliftvei>  ''aw  nn  op  '>ing,  where  we  liopfd  to  find  a  ,i$«imI 
harooar.  uore  away  for  thf  opening,  we  were  here  again 
■urrouiiaed  with  rocks  and  brt-ak(>rd  with  n  hard  gale  ut' 
wind  and  a  great  sea,  the  oltiest  seamafi  dll  board  never 
•aw  a  rtidre  diimal  f^roapect ;  we  ran  in  before  the  Wind  for 
aboat  t#b  leaguei,  expecting  every  rise  and  fall  of  the  sea 
tb  be  a  i^recte,  btit  PrbVldbrice  at  length  corKluct«d  as  to  an 
indlflfVr^nt  p\ak^  of  shdter :  We  were  how  tn  a  most  itrretch- 
ed  cottdition,  having  nb  boat  to  go  ashorf  in,  to  tieek  for 
prbvender,  and  the  greatest  part  of  the  people  on  board  are 
•0  regardleii  of  life,  that  they  really  appear  quite  indiffisretit 
whether  they  shall  live  or  die,  and  It  is  with  mdch  liitr^tttj 
that  any  of  them  can  b^  prerailed  dn  to  come  upon  deck^ 
to  ailikt  for  their  preservation. 
Tbti  people'*  name*  loi  the  cutter  are  o.^  follow,  vit. 


Monies.  '       ' 
Thomas  Harvey, 
John  Mooring, 
William  Oram, 
Richard  Phipps, 
Matthew  Lively, 
John  George, 
Nicholas  Uriselhani, 
James  Stewart^ 
James  Roach, 
James  Butler, 
John  Allen, 


Quality.  Agt 

Eurser,  t5 

oatswillrt'^  mate,  94 
carpenter's  crew,  2ft 
boatdwoin's  niate,  96 
^Unner'et  mate,  si 
seaman,  fid 

ditto,  9l 

ditto,  S5 

dittd,  it 

dittd,  9S 

ditto,  16 


tThefe  boni. 
Wjestmirliiter. 

?o!ibdrt; 
hiladblpbia. 
Bristdl. 
£xeter. 
Waindi^brth. 
Ipsvvich. 
Xberdeferii 
Cork. 
DibHri. 
Qosport. 


Wedbesday  the  4th,  hard  ^ales  at  W.N.W.,  and  a  gr^at 
sea  tfithoiit;  served  otit  flour  and  a  piece  of  beef  to  tvfo 
in6n  for  a  week'il  lubsiiitence ;  the  weather  is  so  uad  thai 
there  is  no  other  food  to  be  got. 

Thursday  the  5th,  little  wind  at  S.W.,  whh  Heiivy  ra?ni: 
at  six  this  morning  went  under  sail,  but  could  mak^  n-^  harra 
of  it,  therefore  #ere  obliged  to  put  back  tfgain :  As  sooh  flf 
we  came  to  an  anchor,  the  boatswahi  employed  bhnself  ih 
making  a  raft  to  get  ashore  with ;  this  rat't  was  tiilade  Mtli 
oars  and  water  barrels  j  when  it  wa3  made,  add  over  the  side, 
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it  would  carry  three  men,  but  it  was  no  sooner  pu.  off  from 
the  vessel's  side  but  it  canted,  and  obliged  the  people  to 
swim  for  their  lives ;  the  boatswain  got  hold  of  the  rail,  and 
with  some  diihculty  reach'd  the  shore;  when  he  came  off  in 
the  evening,  he  informed  us  he  had  seen  a  beef  puncheon, 
which  gave  us  some  reason  to  apprehend  some  other  ship 
of  the  squadron  had  suffi^red  our  fate. 

Friday  the  6th,  this  morning  went  under  sail,  the  wind 
at  W.N.  W.,  with  fresh  gaits  and  heavy  rain,  the  wind  came 
to  the  westward,  and  a  great  sea,  so  that  we  could  not  turn 
out  over  the  bar :  In  our  putting  back  we  saw  the  cutter,  a 
yery  agreeable  si^ht,  which  gave  us  new  life ;  in  the  even- 
ing anchored  at  the  place  sailed  from,  the  carpenter  and 
others  went  ashore  to  get  shell-fisb,  which  we  stood  in  great 
need  of;  at  night  the  proper  boat's  crew  would  not  go  ashore 
with  the  boat  as  usubi,  but  made  her  fast  a-slern  of  the  ves- 
sel, with  only  two  men  in  her,  she  never  being  left  without 
four  before ;  at  eleven  at  night  one  of  the  men  came  out  of 
her  into  the  vessel,  it  blowing  very  hard  at  N.N.E.,  in  half 
an  hour  shifted  to  N.W.,  and  rainy  weather,  that  we  could 
sot  see  a  boat's  length :  At  two  the  next  morning  the  cut* 
ter  broke  loose  from  the  stem  of  the  vessel ;  we  called  from 
«n  board  to  James  Stewart,  the  man  that  was  in  her,  but 
he  could  not  hear  us:  In  a  short  time  we  lost  sight  of  her, 
believing  she  must  be  stove  among  the  rocks.  The  loss  of 
the  cutter  gives  the  few  thinking  people  aboard  a  great  deal 
of  uneasiness ;  we  have  seventy-two  men  in  the  vessel,  and 
not  above  six  of  that  number  that  gives  themselves  the  least 
concern  for  the  preservation  of  their  lives,  but  are  rather 
the  reverse,  being  ripe  for  mutiny  and  destruction ;  this  is  a 
great  affliction  to  the  lieutenant,  myself,  and  the  carpenter, 
we  know  not  what  to  do  to  bring  them  under  any  command, 
they  have  troubled  us  to  that  degree,  that  we  are  weary  of 
our  lives ;  therefore,  this  day  we  have  told  the  people,  that 
unless  they  alter  their  conduct,  and  subject  themselves  to 
command,  that  we  will  leave  them  to  themselves,  and  take 
our  chance  in  this  desolate  part  of  the  globe,  ratber  than 
give  ourselves  any  farther  concern  about  so  many  thought- 
less wretches.  Divided  the  people  into  four  watches,  to 
make  more  room  below.  The  people  have  promised  to  be 
under  government,  and  seem  much  easier. 

Sunday  the  8th,  this  morning  the  people  requested  pro- 
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visions  to  be  served ;  it  being  four  days  before  the  usual 
time,  we  think  the  request  very  unreasonable.  We  laid 
the  inconveniences  before  them  of  breaking  in  upon  our 
stores,  considering  the  badness  of  the  weather,  and  the 
length  of  our  passage,  that  if  we  are  not  exceedingly  provi- 
dent in  regard  to  serving  out  provisions,  we  must  all  inevit- 
ably starve.  They  will  not  hearken  to  reason,  therefore  we 
are  obliged  to  comply  with  their  demands,  and  serve  out 
provisions  accordingly.  Several  of  the  people  have  desired 
to  be  put  on  shore,  desiring  us  to  allow  them  some  few  ne- 
cessaries:  We  wanted  to  kndw  what  could  induce  them  to 
request  our  putting  them  ashore  in  this  remote  and  desolate 
part  of  the  world :  They  answered,  they  did  not  fear  doing 
well,  and  doubted  not  but  to  find  the  cutter,  which,  if  they 
did,  they  would  go  back  to  the  northward,  otherwise  they 
would  make  a  canoe ;  therefore  insisted  on  going  ashore. 
On  their  earnest  intreaties  the  body  of  people  agreed  to 
their  request :  We  haul'd  the  boat  close  in  shore ;  the  peo- 
ple who  chose  to  stay  behind  were  eleven  in  number,  we 
supply'd  them  with  proper  necessaries,  and  they  signed  a 

certificate,  to  inform  the  L ^s  of  the  A y,  that  they 

were  not  compelled  to  stay,  but  made  it  their  own  choice, 
and  that  they  did  it  for  the  preservation  of  themselves 
and  us, 

A  Copy  of  their  Certificate. 

"  These  are  to  certify,  the  right  honourable  the  lords 
commissioners  for  executing  the  otiice  of  lord  high  admi- 
ral of  Great  Britain,  Sec.  That  we,  whose  names  are  under- 
mentioned, since  the  misfortune  of  losing  the  cutter,  have 
consider'd  the  ill  conveniences  and  difficulties  to  be  attend^ 
ed,  where  so  great  a  number  of  people  are  to  be  carried  off, 
therefore  we  have  requested  and  desired  the  officers  and 
company  remaining  of  the  same  vessel  to  put  us  on  shore, 
with  such  necessaries  of  life  as  can  be  conveniently  spared 
out  of  the  vessel.  Wc,  of  our  own  free  will  and  choice,  do 
indemnify  all  persons  from  ever  being  call'd  to  an  account 
for  putting  us  on  shore,  or  leaving  us  behind,  contrary  to 
our  inclinations.  Witness  our  hands,  on  board  the  Speed- 
well schooner,  in  the  latitude  50°  4(/  S.  this  8lh  day  of  No- 
vember, I?*!.  Which  was  signed  by  the  following  peo- 
ple, viz. 
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MaU  Lailg1«y>  gurtner's  mate 
John  Hussel,  armQurer 
George  Sitiithi  cook's  mate 
William  C»llicalt,  Was^er- 

tnati 
John  Williamsoti,  marine 
John  McLi^od>  bo&tawaln'a 


John  Hart,  joiner 
Joseph    Turner,   captain'i 

servant 
Luke  Lyon,  gunner's  ser'^ 

Vant 
Rich.  Phipps,  boatswain's 

mate 
Henry  Morttiheri  marine. 


I»ervafit 

Vi^ittiess,  JoMtf  Commins,  carpenter> 
JottK  SiMow,  master's  mate, 
ViMCBNT  OAktiBTj  surgeon  of  the  army." 

Monday  the  i>th,  iit  ten  lit  night>  we  weigh'd  and  rowed 
but  of  the  bay,  c^t  day-light  got  about  four  leagues  riglit  out, 
every  way  siirrounded  with  rocks  and  breakers,  with  a  great 
western  iwelt :  We  found  it  a  very  diffluult  matter  to  get 
iclear  of  these  rocks  and  breakers ;  they  reach  along  shor^ 
eighteen  leagues^  and  without  us  at  sea  eight  leagues ;  I  take 
it>  that  from  the  land  they  are  fourteen  leagues  in  the  offing, 
those  sunken  rocks  appear  like  a  low  level  land.  This  coast 
is  too  dangerous  for  shipping,  the  wind  being  three  parts  of 
the  year  to  the  Westward,  which  blows  right  on  the  shore, 
wilh  a  large  western  swell,  that  seldom  or  never  ceases;  it 
always  blows  and  rains,  it  is  worse  here  than  in  the  rainy 
season  on  the  coast  of  Guinea,  nor  can  we  as  yet  distinguish 
summer  from  winter,  only  by  the  length  of  the  days.  Steer- 
ed out  of  the  bay  W.  by  N.,  then  S.  by  W.,  then  S.  At 
noon  [  had  a  good  observation  in  the  latitude  of  50*  50'  S., 
the  northmost  point  of  the  bay  bore  N.E.  by  E.  seven  lea^ 
gues,  the  soutl^most  point  of  land  S.S.E.  twelve  leagues^ 
This  coast,  as  far  as  we  have  come,  lies  N.  by  E.  and  S.  by 
W.  by  the  compass. 

Tuesday  the  lOth,  at  four  this  morning  made  all  the  sail 
we  couldj  steering  8.E.  in  order  to  make  the  land,  at  sik 
steer'd  in  E.S.E.  at  seven  made  the  land ;  at  eight  saw  a 
point  of  land  bearing  S^E.  distant  six  leagues,  which,  when 
a-breast, seeing  no  land  to  the  S.I  take  the  point  for  Cape 
Victory,  and  the  four  islands  we  see  {  believe  to  be  the 
islands  of  Direction,  which  Sir  John  Narborougb  gives  an 
account  of,  excepting  the  distance,  they  exactly  answer  bis 
description ;  therefore,  by  the  latitude  ih  yesterday's  ob- 
servation, and  by  the  distance  we  have  rUn  since.  We  are 
pow  at  the  opening  of  the  Streights  o.f  Magellan.    At  ten 
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in  the  morning,  Imrr*  gales  at  N.W.  uteer'd  S.B.  the  cape 
bearing  B|,  distant  four  leagues;  at  noon  bore  £.  by  N.  dis- 
tant six  leagyes ;  haul'd  the  main-sail  down,  and  went  un- 
der a  fore>sai].  I  neyet  in  my  life,  in  any  part  of  the  world, 
have  seen  such  A  sea  ai  runs  here^  we  expected  every  wave 
to  swallow  W»  and  the  boat  tQ  founder.  This  shore  it  full 
of  small  island«,  rocks,  and  breakers,  so  that  we  can't  haul 
further  to  ^he  southward,  for  f«ar  of  endangering  the  boat, 
we  are  obliged  tp  keep  her  right  before  the  sea.  At  five 
broapb'd  to,  at  which  we  all  believ'd  she  would  never  rise 
sgi^in.  We  were  surrounded  with  rocks,  and  sa  near  that 
a  man  might  toss  a  biscuit  on  'emi  We  had  nothing  but 
death  before  our  eyes,  and  every  moment  expected  our  fate* 
It  blew  a  hurricane  of  wind,  with  thick  rainy  weather,  that 
we  could  not  see  Iwioe  the  boat's  length;  w6  pray'd  earnest* 
]y  for  its  clearing  up,  for  nothing  else  could  save  us  from 
perishing;  we  no  sooner  ask'd  for  light,  but  it  was  granted 
i|s  from  above.  At  the  weather's  clearing  up,  we  saw  the 
land  on  the  north  shore,  with  islands,  rocks  and  breakers  ail 
around  us  ;  we  were  oblig'd  to  put  in  among  'em  foi  shel* 
ter,  finding  it  impossible  to  keep  the  sea,  we  were  in  with 
the  land  amongst  them,  and  compeU'd  to  push  thro*>  look- 
ing death  in  the  face,  and  e^iieoting  every  sea  to  bury  us ; 
the  boldest  men  amongst  us  were  dismay'df  nor  can  we  pos- 
sibly give  an  account  in  what  manner  we  have  been  this 
day  deliver'd*  After  sailing  amidst  islands,  rocks,  and 
breakers,  for  above  a  league,  we  got  safe  into  a  good  har- 
bour, surrounded  with  small  islands,  which  kept  the  sea  off; 
here  the  water  was  as  smooth  as  in  a  railUpond.  We  call 
this  harbour  the  Port  of  God's  Mercy,  esteeming  our  pre- 
servation this  day  to  be  a  miracle.  The  most  abandon 'd 
among  us  no  longer  doubt  of  an  Almighty  Being,  and  have 
promised  to  reform  their  lives. 

Wednesday  the  11th,  the  wind  much  abated,  with  rain. 
This  morning  weigh'd,  and  ran  farther  in.  In  the  even- 
ing we  saw  Ivvo  Indians  lying  on  their  bellies  on  the  top  of 
a  steep  rock,  just  over  the  vessel,  peeping  with  their  heads 
over  tne  hill.  As  soon  as  we  discovtr'd  them,  we  made  mo- 
tions to  them  to  come  down;  they  then  rose  up,  and  put 
on  their  heads  white  feather'd  caps;  we  then  hoisted  a 
white  sheet  for  an  ensign  :  At  this  they  made  a  noise,  pro- 
liouncing  Orza,  Orza,  which  we  took  for  a  signal  to  come 
tshore.   We  would  not  suffer  above  two  men  to  go  ashore, 
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and  those  disarmed,  lest  we  should  put  them  in  fear.  The 
Indians  had  nothing  in  their  hands  but  a  club,  like  our 
cricket-batts,  with  which  they  kill  their  seal.  As  soon  as 
they  saw  the  two  men  come  ashore  they  walk'd  away,  and 
when  they  perceiv'd  our  men  followed  them,  and  gain'd 
ground  of  them,  they  took  to  their  heels,  frequently  look- 
ing back,  crying  Orza,  Orza,  beckoning  the  people  to  fol- 
low, which  they  did  for  a  mile  or  two  along-shore,  out  of 
sight  of  the  vessel :  Then  the  Indians  fled  to  the  woods,  still 
wanting  our  people  to  follow  them;  but  being  disarm'd, 
they  were  apprehensive  the  Indians  would  bush-fight  them, 
so  they  thought  proper  to  give  over  the  pursuit,  and  to  re- 
turn to  the  boat. 

Thursday  the  12th,  hard  ^ales  at  W.N.W.,  with  rain. 
At  six  this  morning  we  agam  saw  the  two  Indians,  they 
made  the  same  noise  and  motions  to  come  ashore :  At  which 
I  went  with  four  of  the  people ;  the  Indians  walk'd  and  ran 
as  before,  looking  back,  and  making  signs  to  follow,  which 
we  did  till  we  got  to  the  place  where  the  canoe  lay  with  the 
four  Indians  in  her.  The  two  Indians  got  into  the  canoe, 
and  put  her  oiF  the  shore  before  we  could  get  nigh  them  : 
As  soon  as  we  got  abreast  of  the  canoe,  they  made  signs  as 
]f  they  wanted  clothing ;  we  endeavour'd  to  make  them  un- 
derstand we  wanted  fish,  and  would  truck  with  them ;  they 
had  none,  but' signified  to  us  they  would  go  and  get  some : 
They  had  a  niangey  dog,  which  they  parted  with  to  one  of 
the  people  for  a  p^ir  of  cloth  trowsers ;  this  dog  was  soon 
kill'd,  dress'd,  and  devour'd.  Here  we  found  plenty  of  mus- 
cles, which  gave  us  great  relief,  having  scarce  any  thing  to 
subsist  on  for  this  week  past. 

Friday  the  13th,  very  uncertain  weather,  and  squally, 
the  wind  variable  from  W.N.W.  to  S.S.W.  This  morning 
all  hands  ashore  a-fishing.  Lieutenant  E rs  of  the  ma- 
rines kill'd  a  large  seal  or  sea-dog,  it  is  exceeding  good  food, 
and  we  judg'd  it  to  have  weigh'd  seventeen  score. 

Saturday  the  14th,  little  wind  at  W.N.W.  and  close  wea- 
ther, with  rain.  At  five  this  morning  cast  loose,  and  steer'd 
south  out  between  the  islands,  the  weather  clearing  up,  we 
saw  the  south  shore:  It  first  appeared  like  a  large  island, 
stretching  away  to  the  westward,  and  at  the  west  end  two 
hammacues  like  sugar-loaves,  and  to  the  southward  of  them 
a  large  point  of  rocks,  steer'd  S.E.  until  the  point  bore  W. 
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then  steered  S.E.  by  E.  I  took  the  point  for  Cape  Pillar, 
and  was  fully  assur  d  of  our  being  in  the  Streights. 

Sunday  the  15th,  at  three  this  morning  cast  loose,  and 
row'd,  but  could  not  get  out,  so  were  oblig'd  to  put  back, 
and  make  fast,  it  blowing  hard,  with  thick  weather  all  day, 
in  the  evening  it  clear'd  up.  This  da^  several  people  drove 
a  trade  with  their  allowance,  giving  silver  buckles  for  flour, 
valued  at  twelve  shillings  per  pound,  and  before  night  it 
reach'd  to  a  guinea,  the  people  crying  aloud  for  provisions, 
which  are  now  so  scarce,  that  several  on  board  are  actually 
starving  thro'  want. 

Monday  the  l6th,  at  three  this  morning  cast  loose,  being 
little  wind,  and  steer'd  up  the  Streights  S.E.  by  £.  the 
wind  at  N.W^.  At  eight  o'clock  got  a-breast  of  Cape  Mun- 
day,  at  nine  the  cape  bore  W.  distant  four  leagues,  at  noon 
running  along  shore,  made  two  openings,  which  put  the  rest 
of  the  officers  to  a  stand,  not  knowing  which  to  take  for 
their  right  passage.  Asking  my  opinion,  I  gave  it  for  keep- 
ing  on  the  E.S.E.  passage,  the  other  lying  S.E.  by  S.  On 
which  they  said.  Sir  John  Narborough  bids  ns  keep  the 
south  shore  on  board.  I  answer'd,  that  Sir  John  tells  us 
E.S.E.  is  the  direct  course  from  Cape  Pillar :  I'll  venture 
my  life  that  we  are  now  in  the  right  passage ;  so  we  kept 
on  E.  by  S.  half  S.  After  running  a  league  or  two  up,  and 
not  seeing  Cape  Quod,  nor  any  outlet,  the  wind  blowing 
hard,  we  were  for  running  no  farther,  whereas  one  league 
more  would  have  convinc'd  every  body,  but  they  all  gave 
against  me,  that  we  were  not  in  the  right  passage :  The 
wind  being  at  W.N.W.  we  could  not  turn  back  again  ;  so 
that  we  were  oblig'd  to  put  into  a  cove  lying  on  the  north 
shore,  where  we  found  good  anchoring  in  four  fathom  wa- 
ter :  No  provisions  to  be  got  here,  being  a  barren  rocky 
?lace,  producing  not  any  thing  for  the  preservation  of  life, 
'his  afternoon  died  George  Bateman,  a  boy,  aged  sixteen 
years  :  This  poor  creature  starv'd,  perish'd,  and  died  a  ske- 
leton, for  want  of  food.  There  are  several  more  in  the  same 
miserable  condition,  and  who,  without  a  speedy  relief,  must 
undergo  the  same  fate. 

Tuesday  the  17th,  at  five  this  morning,  weigh'd,  and 
Tow'd  out,  it  being  calm ;  at  seven  a  fresh  breeze  right  up 
the  sound,  we  could  not  turn  to  windward  not  above  a  mile 
from  where  we  last  lay,  we  made  fast  along-side  the  rocks ; 
all  hands  ashore  a-fisning  for  muscles,  limpets,  and  clams ; 
here  we  found  those  shell-Bsh  in  abundance,  which  prov'd 
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a  yeif^  seaapni^^e  ifelief.    3^^  before  w^  eq\  \pi  ojae  of  thff 
men  gave  o,  gvioe|t  fo^  1^  poi  H  i^*  flpiiif,  p^ipg  <^Il  the  mp- 

\Vf(]nes4av  the  I8tli,  ^e  i|cpd  at  W.li(.W.  in  ^n^ 
8q^{tl^,  i^it^  hi^il  and  shp^.  Thia  n^o,rx^\^g  cf^>^  loo»e,  and 
8tip,o^  oveu^  y>  th^  louthwar^f  belj^v^g  t^e  t^\i^  tp  xuq 
stifongfr  and  inor^  tr^e  ^pan  on  the  nprth-yhpiM,  hoping 
shpi;^Iy  \q  get  out  pf  ih^  ^ound,  which  i^  i^ot  ahove  ^  league 
in  the  wippV  ^y^*  At  tyro  o'clocjf  got  iqto  a  cove  pn  the 
80^th  aide,  made  ftut  along  Slide  pf  ^le  i[ocl(,s ;  t^ll  ixaflia^  oxn, 
shore  getting  muscles  and  other  fish. 


put  back  frpm  virhenpe  we  cain^«  a,nd  sent  the  peppleashoc^ 
to  get  i;nus9l^s.  This  night  4ep,aited  this  life  Mr  Thpmaa 
Oaple,  son  of  the  late  Lieu^pant  Capl^>  aged  twelve  years* 
ivhp  perish'd  for  vtrant  of  food.  There  wa»  a  person  on 
board  wbo  had  spme  of  the  youth's  moi\ey,  upwards  o^ 
twenty  guinea^s,  witn  a  watch  and  silveif  cup.  Th^se  las^ 
^hie  boy  was  willing  ^0  sell  for  fl,oi^r ;  but  his  guaj;d*ai^  touA 
him^  h^  WQ"V^  l^uy  cloaths  for  him  ip  th^  B^zj,!.  The  mi« 
serable  youth  cry'dj  Sir,  \  shall  never  live  tos^e  the  pfazil, 
1  am  stai;vi;ig.  pow»  al,iiipst  starv'd  to  death*  thereiore«  fpr. 
Gold's  sake,  give  me  my  sliver  cu,p  to  g^^  me  8pme  victuals, 
or  bi^y  some  for  me  yourself.  AU  iii,s  pci^ei;s  aij^d,  in,ti;eaties 
to  him  were  vain,  but  heaven  sent  djeath  to  his  relief,  and 

gut  a  period  to  his  miseries  in  an  instant.  Persons  who. 
ave  not  ^xperienc'd  the  hardships  we  have  ixiet  with,  will 
wonder  how  people  can  be  so  inhuman,  to  see  their  fellow- 
creatures  starving  before  their  faces,  and  afford  'em  no  re- 
lief: Bi^t  hunger  is  void  of  ail  coippassion  ;  every  person 
was  so  intent  on  Uie  preservation  of  his  own  life,  that  he 
was  regardless  of  tinother's,  and  the  bpwels  of  commisera- 
tion were  shut  up.  We  slip  no  opportuni^,  day  or  night, 
to  enter  ipto  tlie  suppos'd  right  Streights,  but  can  get  no 
ground.  This  day  we  serv'd  flour  and  a  piece  of  beef  be- 
tween two  men  for  a  week.  Captain  P n,  of  his  majes- 
ty's land,  forces,  gave  two  guineas  for  two  pounds  of  flour ; 
this  flour  was  sold  hj^  by  the  seamen,  whp  live  on  muscles. 
Many  of  the  people  eat  their  flour  raw  a^  soon  as  they  are 
serv'd  it.  The  wind  and  weather  not  permitting  us  to  go 
out^  the  men  were  ^mploy'd  in  getting  wood  and  water. 
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Tuesday  the  24th,  this  morning  it  being  calm,  row'd  out, 
at  eight  aclock  had  the  supposed  right  Streights  open,  ha- 
ving a  breeze  at  W.N.W.  S.E.  by  £.  through  the  first 
reach,  and  SuS.E.  through  the  second,  then  saw  three 
islands,  the  largest  of  whicii  lies  on  the  north-shore,  and 
there  is  a  passage  about  two  miles  broad  between  that  and 
the  islands  to  the  southward ;  there  is  also  another  passage 
between  that  island  and  the  north-shore,  of  a  mile  and  a 
half  broad.  Before  you  come  to  those  islands  there  is  a 
sound  lying  on  the  south-shore :  You  can  see  no  passage 
until  you  come  close  up  with  the  island,  and  then  toe  ima- 
ginary Streights  are  not  above  two  miles  broad.  Steer'd 
away  for  the  island  S.E.  about  two  leagues,  then  came  into 
a  narrow  passage,  not  above  a  cable's  length  over,  which 
put  us  all  to  a  stand,  doubting  of  any  farther  passage.  The 
wind  took  us  a-head,  and  the  tide  bein<2^  spent  we  put  into 
a  small  cove,  and  made  fast.  At  seven  m  the  evening,  be- 
ing calm,  cast  loose,  being  willing  to  see  if  there  was  any 
opening,  but  to  our  great  misfortune,  found  none*  whicn 
yery  much  s^rp"<l^*d  us.  The  lieutenant  is  of  opinion,  that 
we  ac^  in  a  lagoon  to  th^  n^^'^hward  of  the  Streights.  This 
i  cannoit  believe,  and  am  positive,  if  ever  there  was  such  a 
place  i^  th^  ^orld  as  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  we  are  now 
in  them,  and  above  thirty  leagues  up.  If  he  or  any  of  the 
officers  had  given  themselves  the  trouble  of  coming  upon 
deck,  to  have  made  proper  remarks,  we  had  been  free  from 
all  this  perplexity,  and  by  this  time  out  of  the  Streights 
to  the  northward.  There  is  not  an  officer  aboard,  except 
the  carpenter  and  myself,  will  keep  the  deck  a  moment 
longer  than  his  watch,  or  has  any  regard  to  a  reckoning, 
or  any  thing  else.    It  is  agreed  to  gol)ack  again. 

Wednesday  the  25lh,  little  wind  with  rain.  At  eight 
this  morning  row'd  out,  and  got  about  a  league  down ; 
here  we  could  get  no  ground,  and  were  obliged  to  put 
back  again. 

Thursday  the  26lh,  little  wind  ;  row'd  out,  got  about 
five  leagues  down.  This  day  we  were  in  such  want  of  pro- 
visions, that  we  were  forced  to  cut  up  the  seal  skin  and 
broil  it,  notwithstanding  it  has  lain  about  the  deck  for  this 
fortnight. 

Friday  the  27th,  little  wind  and  close  weather.  This 
morning  cast  loose  and  row'd  down,  had  a  fresh  breeze  at 
north,  steer'd  W.S.W.  into  another  opening  on  the  south- 
shore. 
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shore,  hopintr  to  find  a  passage  out  of  the  lagooiii  as  the 
lieutenant  calls  it,  into  the  right  Slreigbta.  After  going  two 
leagues  up  saw  there  was  no  opening,  put  back  and  made 
fast  where  we  came  from,  being  determin'd  to  go  back  and 
make  Cnpe  Pillar  a  second  time,  which  is  the  south  entrance 
of  the  Streights.  Got  abundance  of  large  muscles,  five  or 
six  inches  long,  a  verv  great  relief  to  us  at  present. 

Sunday  the  29th,  hard  gales  from  N.W.  to  S.W.  with 
heavy  rains.  Great  uneasiness  among  the  people,  many  of 
them  despairing  of  a  deliverance,  and  crying  aloud  to  serve 
provisions  four  days  before  the  time.  Finding  no  way  to 
pacify  them,  we  were  obliged  to  serve  them.  We  endea- 
voured to  encourage  and  comfort  them  as  much  as  lay  in 
our  power,  and  at  length  they  seemed  tolerably  easy. 

Monday  the  SOth,  fresh  gales  at  W.  with  continual  rain. 
This  day  died  three  of  our  people,  viz.  Peter  Delroy,  bar- 
ber, Thomas  Thorpe  and  Thomas  Woodhead,  marines, 
they  all  perish'd  for  want  of  food  :  Several  more  are  in  the 
same  way,  being  not  able  to  go  ashore  for  provisions,  and 
those  who  are  well  cannot  get  sufhcient  for  themselves, 
therefore  the  sick  are  left  destitute  of  all  relief.  There  is 
one  thing  to  be  taken  notice  of  in  the  death  of  those  peo- 
ple, that  some  hours  before  they  die  they  are  taken  light- 
headed, and  fall  a  joking  and  laughing,  and  in  this  humour 
they  expire. 

Tuesaay,  December  the  1st,  1741,  little  wind,  and  fair 
weather,  which  is  a  kind  of  prodigy  in  those  parts.  In  the 
morning  put  out  of  the  cove,  and  got  four  leagues  down ; 
then  the  wind  took  us  a-head,  and  we  put  into  another 
cove  where  we  got  muscles  and  limpets.  At  four  this  af- 
ternoon saw  an  Indian  canoe  coming  over  from  the  north- 
shore  ;  they  landed  two  of  their  men  to  the  leeward  of  the 
cove,  they  came  opposite  to  us,  and  viewed  us,  then  went 
back,  and  came  with  the  canoe  within  a  cable's  length  of 
our  boat,  but  no  nearer,  so  that  we  had  no  opportunity  to 
truck  with  them. 

Wednesday  the  2d,  little  wind,  with  rain.  At  nine  this 
morning  row'd  out  and  got  about  a  league  farther  down  ; 
the  wind  beginning  to  blow  fresh,  we  put  into  another 
cove,  and  found  plenty  of  shell-fish,  which  kept  up  our  spi- 
rits greatly,  for  it  is  enough  to  deject  any  thinking  man,  to 
see  that  the  boat  will  not  turn  to  windward,  being  of  such 
length,  and  swimming  so  buoyant  upon  the  water,  that  the 
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wind,  when  close  haul'd,  throws  her  to  leev»  d  :  We  have 
been  seventeen  days  going  seven  or  eight  leagues  to  wind- 
ward, which  must  malce  our  passage  very  long  and  uncom- 
fortable. 

Friday  the  4th,  little  wind  at  S.  and  fair.  This  morning 
rowed  out,  at  ten  got  down,  where  we  saw  a  smoke,  but  no 
people;  we  saw  a  dog  running  along  shore,  and  keeping 
company  with  the  boat  for  above  a  mile ;  we  then  put  in. 
with  a  design  to  shoot  him,  but  he  soon  disappointed  us, 
by  taking  into  the  woods.  We  put  off  again  with  a  fine 
breeze,  steering  N.W.  by  W.  down  the  Streights.  The 
carpenter  gave  a  guinea  this  day  for  a  pound  of  flour, 
which  he  made  into  cakes,  and  eat  instantly.  At  six  in  the 
evening  abreast  of  Cape  Munday ;  at  eight  abreast  of  Cape 
Upright,  being  fair  weather.  Intend  to  keep  under  sail  all 
night. 

Saturday  the  5th,  little  wind  and  fair:  At  four  this 
morning  I  saw  Cape  Pillar,  bearing  W.  by  N.  distant  eight 
leagues ;  saw  a  smoke  on  the  south  shore,  and  at  noon  we 
saw  a  smoke  on  the  north  shore,  but  we  did  not  care  to 
lose  time :  At  three  o'clock  saw  Cape  Desseada,  bearing 
from  Cape  Pillar  S.W.  distant  four  leagues,  at  four  o'clock 
wore  the  boat,  and  steered  E.S.C.  The  lieutenant  was  now 
fully  convinced  we  have  been  all  along  in  the  right  Streights, 
and  had  we  run  but  one  league  further,  on  Monday,  Nov. 
17,  we  had  escaped  all  this  trouble  and  anxiety :  As  for  my 
own  part,  I  was  very  well  assured,  from  the  first  entrance, 
that  we  were  right,  but  the  lieutenant  would  not  believe 
that  it  was  Cape  Pillar  on  the  S.  shore  coming  into  the 
Streights,  but  thought  we  were  in  a  lagoon  to  the  north- 
ward ;  so  that  we  have  been  above  a  fortnight  coming  back 
to  rectify  mistakes,  and  to  look  at  Cape  Pillar  a  second 
time :  At  eight  o'clock  came  abreast  of  the  smoke  seen  in 
the  morning.  The  people  being  well  assured  that  we  are 
actually  in  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  are  all  alive.  Wind 
at  W.S.W. 

Sunday,  little  wind  at  W.  with  rain ;  at  three  this  morn- 
ing abreast  of  Cape  Munday ;  at  six  abreast  of  Cape  de 
Quod,  opposite  to  which,  on  the  south  shore,  saw  a  smoke, 
on  which  we  went  ashore  to  the  Indians,  who  came  out  on 
a  point  of  land,  at  the  entrance  of  a  cove,  hollowing  and 
crying.  Bona !  Bona !  endeavouring  to  make  us  understand 
they  were  our  friends ;  when  ashore,  we  traded  with  them 
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for  two  dogf,  three  brant  gceie,  and  lorQc  8e«l,  which  lup-f 
ply  was  very  acceptable  to  ui ;  we  iiipped  on  tlie  dogs,  and 
thought  them  e^ual  in  goodness  to  the  beat  mutton  in  ^ng^* 
land.  We  took  (mm  the  Indians  n  canoe,  made  of  the  burl( 
of  trees,  but  soon  towed  her  under  water,  nnd  were  oUhged 
to  cut  her  loose ;  steered  N.E.  by  fS,.  At  eight  o'ciopk 
abreast  of  St  Jcrom's  So^nd ;  at  twelve  abreast  of  Hoyal 
Island. 

The  Indians  we  saw  in  the  Slreights  of  Magellan  are 
people  of  a  middle  stature,  and  well  shaped,  their  cotn* 

Elexion  of  a  tuwny  olive  colour,  their  hair  exceeding  black, 
ut  not  very  long,  they  have  round  faces  and  small  noses, 
their  eyes  little  and  black,  their  teeth  «ire  smooth  and  even, 
and  close  set,  of  an  incomparable  whiteness,  they  are  very 
active  in  body,  and  run  wilh  a  surprising  agility,  they  wear 
on  their  heads  white  feathered  caps,  their  bodirs  are  co» 
vered  wilh  the  skins  of  seals  and  ginnacues.  The  women, 
as  soon  as  they  saw  us,  fled  into  thn  woods,  so  that  we  cau 
give  no  description  of  them. 

Monday  the  7tb,  fresh  gales  at  W.N.W.  and  6ne  wea* 
ther ;  at  six  this  morning  abreast  of  Cape  Forward,  steered 
M.  by  £.  At  nine  abreast  of  Port  Famine,  at  twelve  at  noon 
put  in  at  Freshwater  bay,  and  61lcd  one  cask  of  water,  han 
ving  none  aboard  ;  at  one  o'clock  put  out  again,  altered 
N.  by  E.  expecting  plenty  of  wood  and  water  at  Elizabt  ih's 
Island  ;  at  nine  at  ni^:hl  passed  by  Sandy  Point,  it  bore 
S.S.E.  and  the  islanu  3l  George  £.N.£.  distant  three 
leagues. 

Tuesday  the  8lh,  at  four  this  morning,  being  calm^ 
weighed,  and  rowed  towards  Elizabeth's  Island,  it  bearing 
W.N.W.  At  four  in  the  afternoon  anchored  off  the  north- 
most  in  eight  fathom  water,  fine  sand,  about  half  a  cable's 
length  from  the  shore  put  tlie  vessel  in,  and  landed  some 
people  to  see  for  wood  and  water.  In  the  evening  the  peo- 
ple came  aboard,  having  been  all  over  the  island  in  search 
of  wood  and  water,  but  found  none ;  here  indeed  we  found 
shaggs  and  sea-gulls  in  great  numbers,  it  being  breeding 
time,  we  got  a  vast  quantity  of  their  eggs,  most  of  them  ha 
ving  young  ones  in  the  shell :  However,  we  beat  them  up 
all  together,  with  a  little  flour,  and  made  a  very  rich  pud- 
ding. Elizabeth's  Island  is  a  beautiful  spot  of  ground  to 
appearance,  with  very  good  pasture,  but  it  is  entirely  bar- 
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ren  of  any  thing  for  the  support  of  man.    This  day  Johu 
Turner,  marine,  perished  for  want  df  food. 

Wednesday  the  Dth,  at  four  this  morning  weighed,  and 
steered  B.N.Bt  for  the  Narrows,  with  tlie  wind  at  8.8. W., 
when  abreast  of  the  Sweepsialies  Foreland,  steered  S.S.B. 
on  purpose  to  loolc  for  water ;  after  going  along  shore  about 
six  leagues  into  a  deep  bay,  we  saw  a  flne  delightful  coun- 
try :  Here  we  saw  the  gaiaiiacoes  in  great  numbers,  ten  or 
twelve  in  a  drove ;  they  are  to  be  seen  in  such  drovei  all 
along  the  shore  for  several  leagues. 

The  guianacoe  is  as  large  as  any  Bnglish  deer,  with  ft 
lone  neck,  his  heed,  mouth,  and  bars  resembling  a  sheep } 
he  nus  very  lonp:  slender  legs,  and  is  cloven-footed  lilce  ft 
deer,  with  a  short  bUshy  tail  of  a  reddish  Colour;  his  back 
is  covered  with  red  wool>  pretty  long»  but  down  his  sides, 
and  all  the  belly  part,  is  white  wool :  1'hose  guianacoesf 
though  at  a  distance  very  mueli  tesembling  the  female 
deer,  are  probably  the  sheep  of  tliis  country  \  they  are  ex- 
ceeding nimble,  of  an  exquisite  quick  sight,  very  shy,  and 
difficult  to  be  snot  i  At  noon,  finding  neitlier  wood  nor  wa- 
ter, wore  to  the  northward,  at  three  got  abreast  of  the 
Foreland,  hauled  in  for  Fish  Gove,  which  lieth  just  round 
the  eastern  point;  here  we  expected  to  land  and  shoot 
some  of  the  guianacoes,  but  when  abreast  of  the  Cove,  the 
wind  blew  so  hard  right  out,  that  we  were  obliged  to  bear 
away  tor  the  first  Narrow,  it  being  impossible  to  get  in.  At 
eight  this  evening  entered  the  first  Narrow,  meeting  the 
fioodj  which  ruhs  here  very  strong ;  at  twelve  came  to  an 
anchor  in  five  fathom,  about  a  mile  off  shore.  The  tide 
iloweth  on  the  western  shore  seven  hours,  and  ebbs  five. 
This  day  Robert  Vicars,  marine,  perished  with  want. 

Thursday  the  10th,  at  four  this  morning  weighed,  and 
came  to  sail;  at  six  got  out  of  the  first  Narrow,  hauled  in 
for  k  deep  bay  on  the  north  shore  to  seek  for  water  3  The 
boatswain  swam  ashore>  and  in  half  an  hour  afterwards 
came  down  on  the  beach,  and  brought  us  the  news  of  find- 
ing fresh  water.  It  being  rocky  ground  and  ebbing  water, 
the  vessel  struck  ;  we  were  obliged  in  this  exigence  to  slip 
the  cable,  time  not  permitting  us  to  haul  up  the  anchor^ 
we  stood  off  and  on  the  shore  till  half  flood,  then  went  in 
and  took  the  cable  on  board  :  After  landing  some  people 
with  casks  to  fill,  hauled  the  anchor  up,  and  went  about 
t>Vo  miles  farther  out. 

Friday 
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Friday  tlie  11th,  at  three  thia  morning  the  boat  struck 
upon  the  tide  oi'  ebb,  it  ebbing  so  taut  wc  could  not  get  her 
off,  in  a  quarter  ot*  an  hour's  time  the  boat  was  dry;  we 
were  favoured  with  Httlc  wind  and  smooth  water,  otherwise 
the  must  have  stove  to  pieces,  the  ground  being  very  foul ; 
Jt  ebbs  dry  above  a  league  off,  and  there  is  shoal  water  a 
great  deal  further  out,  so  that  it  is  dangerous  for  a  ship  to 
haul  into  this  bay.  While  the  boat  was  dry  got  all  the  wa- 
ter casks  out  of  the  hold,  and  put  them  ashore  to  be  filled. 
At  six  hauled  the  boat  off,  having  received  no  damage  ;  at 
eight,  it  being  four  feet  flood,  run  the  boat  close  in  shore 
and  took  off  our  water,  the  whole  quantity  being  four  tons, 
out  of  which  we  were  obliged  to  leave  two  puncheons,  one 
quarter*cask}  with  three  muskets,  a  funnel,  and  some  other 
necessaries,  and  were  very  much  concerned  lest  we  should 
Also  leave  some  of  the  people  ashore.  The  wind  blowing 
hard,  and  the  sea  tumbling  in,  we  were  under  a  necessity 
of  hauling  off  and  putting  to  sea,  for  fear  of  losing  the 
boat.  Since  we  left  the  island  where  the  Wager  was  lost, 
we  have  several  times  very  narrowly  escaped  being  made  a 
wreck,  and  sometimes  have  been  preserved  when  we  have 
seen  our  fate  before  our  eyes,  and  every  moment  expected 
it,  and  when  all  the  conduct  and  ability  of  men  could  have 
availed  nothing.  Any  one  who  has  been  a  witness  of  those 
providential  deliverances,  and  doubts  the  being  of  a  Su- 
preme Power,  disqualifies  hi^nself  from  any  title  to  all  fu- 
ture mercy,  and  justly  deserves  the  wrath  of  an  incensed 
Deity.  Tnis  day,  at  noon,  being  well  out  of  the  bav,  and 
nigh  mid-channel  over,  steered  £.N.E.  for  Cape  Virgin 
Adary,  with  a  fine  gale  at  S.W.  At  one  we  saw  the  cape 
bearing  N.E.  by  E.  distant  nine  leagues;  at  seven  in  tlie 
evening  saw  a  low  point  of  flat  land,  stretching  away  from 
the  cape  S.S.E.  two  leagues;  at  eight  little  or  no  wind, 
steered  E.  by  S.  at  twelve  at  night  doubled  the  point,  the 
wind  at  W.  right  in  the  middle  of  the  bay,  where  we  filled 
the  water ;  in  land  lie  two  peaks,  exactly  like  ass's  ears. 
We  would  advise  all  vessels  from  hauling  into  this  bay,  it 
being  shoal  water  and  foul  ground.  As  for  every  other 
part  of  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  from  Cape  Victory  to 
Cape  Virgin  Mary,  we  recommend  Sir  John  Narborough, 
who  in  his  account  is  so  just  and  exact,  that  we  think  it  is 
impossible  for  any  man  living  to  mend  his  works.  We 
have  been  a  month  in  those  Streights,  from  our  first  sight 
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•f  Cape  Pillar  to  Cape  Virgin  MtLty.  The  whole  length 
of  the  Streights,  the  reaches  and  turning!  iocludedi  it  reck- 
oned one  hundred  and  sixteen  leagues. 

Saturday  the  12th,  little  wind,  and  fair  weather.  At  one 
this  morninff  steered  N.  by  W.  At  four  the  wind  came  to 
N.W.  Tacked  and  stood  to  the  westward ;  the  two  points 
stretching  oH'  from  the  cape  bore  N.W.  by  W.  distant  two 
leagues.  At  noon,  the  wmd  being  at  N.E.  steering  along 
shore  from  the  cape,  saw  on  the  shore  three  men,  on  mules 
or  horses,  riding  towards  us ;  when  they  came  abreast  of  us, 
they  stopped  and  made  signals,  waving  their  hats,  as  though 
they  wanted  to  speak  witTi  us;  at  which  we  edged  close  to 
the  shore,  where  we  saw  to  the  number  of  twenty  ^  Bve  of 
them  rode  abreast,  the  others  were  on  foot,  having  a  large 
store  of  cattle  with  them.  On  sight  of  this,  we  anchored 
within  a  mile  of  the  shore.  The  cape  bore  W.S.  W.  distant 
seven  leagues,  the  swell  tumbling  in  from  the  sea,  would 
not  permit  us  to  speak  with  'em,  by  their  motions,  actions, 
cloathing,  and  by  their  whole  behaviour,  we  took  them  for 
Christians :  it  being  a  plain  level  land,  they  rode  backwards 
and  forwards  like  racers,  waving  white  handkerchiefs,  and 
ijiaking  signs  for  us  going  into  a  bay,  which  lay  about  a 
league  to  the  northward,  which  we  designed  to  ao  on  the 
tide  of  ebb.  The  flood  being  very  strong  against  us,  they 
waited  on  the  shore  till  the  tide  was  spent;  we  weighed 
and  stood  to  northward,  the  wind  blowing  right  in  from 
sea,  and  a  great  swell,  we  could  not  clear  the  land,  so  that 
we  wore  and  stood  to  the  southward,  and  very  narrowly  es- 
caped clearing  the  breakers  off  the  pilch  of  the  cape,  which 
Jay  about  two  leagues  out  at  sea  to  the  southward.  At  nine 
at  night  the  cape  bore  W.  distant  six  leagues ;  stood  out 
to  sea  till  eleven  o'clock,  then  wore  and  stood  in,  the  wind 
shifting  to  N.N.£.  The  next  morning  we  steered  in  for 
the  bay,  and  saw  those  people  again ;  but  the  wind  soon 
afterwards  veering  to  the  westward,  and  blowing  strong,  we 
were  obliged  to  bear  away :  We  could  not  by  any  means 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  these  people ;  whether  they  are 
unfortunate  creatures  that  have  been  cast  away,  or  whe- 
ther they  are  inhabitants  about  the  river  Gallegoes,  we 
can't  tell. 

Tuesday  the  15th,  fresh  gales  and  fair  weather.  This 
morning  saw  the  land  ;  the  southmost  point  bore  W.S.  W., 
the  northmost  point  N.N.E.   At  eight  saw  two  ledges  of 
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rocks,  running  two  leagues  ont  from  a  point  of  Idnd  whicK 
makes  like  nn  old  castle.  At  noon  the  extretnes  of  the 
land  bore  W.  by  N.  distant  three  leagues,  had  a  good  ob- 
servationj  latitude  49 :  10  S.  Course  made  this  tw)3hty-four 
hout^  is  N.  by  E.  half  E.  distant  104  oiilea,  longitude  ia 
74 1  05  W. 

Wednesday  the  I6lb,  at  noon  abreast  of  Penguin  island, 
not  above  half  a  mile  from  shdi-e.  We  snW  on  this  island 
seals  and  penguins  without  number,  the  shore  beib^  en- 
tirely covered  with  them.  We  find  the  penguin  exactly 
to  answer  Sir  John  Narborough's  description;  therefore 
we  beg  leave  to  give  it  the  reader  in  that  excellent  naviga- 
tor's own  words :  "The  penguin  is  a  fowl  that  lives  oy 
catching  and  eating  fish,  which  he  dives  for,  and  is  very 
nimble  m  the  water ;  he  is  as  big  as  a  brant  goos^,  ana 
weighs  near  about  eight  pounds ;  they  hdve  no  win^s,  but 
Hat  stumps  like  fins;  their  coat  is  a  downy  stumped  fea- 
ther ;  they  are  blackish  grey  oh  the  backs  and  heads.  And 
white  about  their  necks  and  down  their  bellies ;  they  are 
short-legged  like  a  goose,  and  stand  upright  like  little 
children  in  white  aprons,  in  companies  togetlier;  thtfy  are 
full-necked,  and  headed  and  beaked  like  a  crow,  only  the 
point  of  their  bill  turns  down  a  little;  they  will  bite  hard, 
but  they  are  very  tame,  and  will  drive  in  herds  Iti  your  boat- 
side  like  sheep,  and  the^e  you  may  knock  'em  on  the  head, 
all  one  after  another ;  they  will  not  make  any  great  hdste 
away."  We  steered  N.W.  by  N.  for  the  harbour  of  Port 
Desire :  The  going  into  this  harbour  is  very  remarkable  ; 
on  the  south  side  lies,  one  mil6  in  the  land,  an  high  peaked- 
up  rock,  much  like  a  tower,  looking  as  thoujn  it  was  a 
work  of  art  set  up  for  a  land-mark  to  steer  into  this  har- 
bour ;  this  rock  is  forty  feet  high*  At  five  o'clock  got  into 
the  harbour,  run  up  to  Seal  island,  which  lieth  about  a 
league  up ;  here  we  killed  more  seal  in  half  an  hour  than  we 
could  carry  ofi^,  being  obliged  to  leave  the  greatest  part  of 
what  we  killed  behind.  The  people  eating  greedih  of  the 
seal,  were  seized  with  violent  fevers  ana  pains  m  their 
heads.  While  we  were  at  Port  Desire  we  had  seal  and  fowl 
in  abundance.  The  carpenter  found  here  a  parcel  of 
bricks,  some  of  'em  with  letters  cut  in  them,  on  one  of 
those  bricks  these  words  were  very  plain  and  legible,  viz* 
Capt.  Straiton,  \6  Cannons,  1687>  Those  we  imaging  have 
been  laid  here  from  a  wreck,    The  carpenter  with  six  men 
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Went  In  search  of  water,  a  mile  up  the  water's  side ;  their 
found  Pecketl's  well,  mention'd  in  Sir  Johh  Narborough^ 
book ;  the  spring  is  so  small,  that  it  doth  nbt  give  afaK>ve 
thirty  gallons  per  day,  but  the  well  being  full,  supjilied  ud. 
The  people  grow  verV  turbulent  and  uneasy,  ireijuiring  flour 
to  be  served  bdt;  which,  in  our  present  circumstance,  is  a 
most  UD reasonable  request ;  we  have  but  one  cask  of  floulr 
on  board,  and  a  great  distance  to  ruti  into  the  Brazil,  and 
no  other  provision  in  the  boat  but  the  seal  v^e  have  killed 
here  :  Nay,  they  carry  their  demands  nluch  higher,  insist- 
ing that  the  marine  officers,  and  such  people  a^  cannot  b^ 
•assisting  in  working  the  boat,  shall  have  but  half  the  allow- 
ance of  th6  rest;  accordingly  they  have  pitched  upon 
twenty  to  be  served  half  a  pound  of  flour  edch  maii,  and 
themselves  a  pound.  This  distinction  the  half-pounderi 
complain  of,  and  that  twenty  are  selected  to  be  starved. 
While  we  were  at  Port  Desire,  one  day  dressing  our  vic- 
tuals, we  set  fire  to  the  grass ;  itislaritly  the  flames  s[iread, 
and  immediately  we  saw  the  whole  country  in  a  conflagra- 
tion, and  the  next  day,  from  the  watering-place,  we  savir 
the  smoke  at  a  distance,  so  that  then  the  fire  was  hot  ex- 
tinguished. 

l<riday  the  25th,  little  wind,  and  fair  weilther;  Went  up 
td  our  slaughter-house  in  Seal  island,  and  took  on  board 
our  sea-store,  which  We  completed  in  hiiif  aii  hour^s  time ; 
turned  down  the  harbour  with  the  tide  of  ebb,  in  the  even- 
ing, the  wind  at  N.E.  could  make  no  hand  of  it,  so  bor^ 
away  for  tlie  harbour  again,  and  came  td  an  anchor. 

Saturday  the  26th,  at  three  in  the  morning,  sailed  out  of 
Port  Desire  harbour;  steered  out  E.N.B.  At  six  Penguin 
island  bore  S.  by  B.  distant  six  leagues,  and  Cape  Blanco 
^.  W  by  N.  four  leagues.  This  day  I  took  my  departure 
from  Cape  Blanco ;  I  judge  the  cape  to  lie  in  the  longitude 
bf  7 1 :  00  W.  from  the  mt  ridian  of  London 

Monday  the  28th,  moderate  t^ales,  and  fair.  This  day 
served  out  all  the  flour  in  the  boat,  at  three  pound  and  a 
half  to  each  man.  We  have  now  nothing  to  live  oh  but 
(teal,  and  what  Providence  tiirows  in  our  way. 

Friday,  January  the  1st,  1741-2,  fresh  ti,ales  anid  fair 
weather,  with  a  great  sea.  At  ten  luot  night  shifting  the 
man  at  the  helm,  brought  her  by  the  lee,  broke  the  boom^ 
and  lost  a  seaman  overboard.  The  greatest  pdrt  of  our 
i^eal  taken  in  at  Port  Desire,  for  want  of  salt  to  cure  it 
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there}  now  slinks  very  much  ;  but  having  nothing  else  vre 
are  obliged  to  eat  it.  We  are  now  miserable  beyond  de- 
j)cription>  having  nothing  to  feed  on  ourselves,  and  at  the 
same  time  almost  eaten  up  with  vermin. 

Wednesday  the  6th,  departed  this  life  Mr  Thomas  Har- 
vey, the  purser ;  he  died  a  skeleton  for  want  of  food :  Thi» 
gentleman  probably  was  the  first  purser  belonging  to  hi» 
majesty's  service  that  ever  perished  with  hunger.  We  see 
daily  a  great  number  of  whales. 

Sunday  the  10th,  this  day  at  noon,  in  working  the  bear- 
ings, and  distant  to  Cape  St  Andrew,  do  find  myself  not 
labove  thirteen  leagues  distant  from  the  land,  therefore 
hauled  in  N.W.  to  make  it  before  night.  We  saw  to-day 
abundance  of  insects,  particfularly  butterflies  and  horse- 
^tingers.  We  have  nothing  to  eat  but  some  slinking  seal, 
and  not  above  twenty  out  oT  the  forty-three  which  are  now 
fdive  have  even  that,  and  such  hath  been  our  condition  for 
|Uiis  week  past ;  nor  are  we  betler  off  in  regard  to  water, 
there  not  being  above  eighty  gallons  on  board:  Never 
were  beheld  a  parcel  of  more  miserable  objects,  there  are 
jiot  above  fifteen  of  us  healthy,  (if  people  may  be  called 
liealthy  that  are  scarce  able  to  crawl).  I  am  reckoned  at 
present  one  of  the  strongest  men  in  the  boat,  yet  can 
nardly  stand  on  my  legs  ten  minutes  together,  nor  even 
that  short  space  of  time  without  holding :  Every  man  of 
us  hath  had  a  new  coat  of  skin  from  head  to  foot:  We 
that  ^re  in  the  best  state  of  health  do  all  we  can  to  encou- 
rage the  rest.  At  four  this  afternoon  we  were  almost 
transported  with  joy  at  the  sight  of  land,  (having  seen  na 
land  for  fourteen  days  before)  the  extremes  of  which  bore 
^.W.  about  seven  leagues ;  we  ran  in  with  it,  and  at  eight 
anchored  in  eight  fathom  ;  fine  sand  about  a  leaeue  from 
the  shore ;  the  norlhmost  point  bore  about  N.E.,  the  south- 
most  point  about  S.W.  by  S.  This  day  perished  for  want 
cf  ft>od,  Serjeant  Ringall. 

Monday  the  llth,  at  four  this  morning  weighed,  and 
came  to  sail,  steering  along  shore  N.E.  by  E.  This  is  a 
pleasant  and  delightful  country  to  sail  by :  We  kept  within 
«  mile  of  the  shore ;  we  saw  horses  and  large  dogs  in  great 
numbers,  the  shore  being  perfectly  covered  with  them.  At 
noon  I  had  a  good  observation  in  the  latitude  of  :]8 :  40  S.^ 
At  the  same  time  a-head  land,  which  [  took  for  Cape  St 
Andrew's }  it  is  a  long  sandy  point,  very  low,  where  a  shoal 
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runs  off  S.E.  about  three  leagues.  Sounded,  and  had  but 
two  fathom  and  half  at  high-water.  When  we  got  clear 
of  this,  we  steered  N.E.  into  a  sandy  bay,  and  anchored 
there  in  three  fathom  and  half,  fine  sand ;  the  north  point 
bore  N. N.W.I  the  south  point  S.B.  by  E.  Here  is  a  great 
swell,  and  shoal  water.    This  bay  we  call  Shoal  water  Bay. 

Tuesday  the  12th,  lying  in  Shoalwater  Bay,  the  wind  at 
(S.E.  and  fair  weather.  Having  nothing  on  board  the  ves- 
sel to  eat,  and  but  one  cask  of  water  to  drink,  we  put  her 
in  as  nigh  as  we  could  venture ;  so  that  any  person  who  had 
the  least  skill  in  swimming,  might  get  ashore :  Here  runs 
a  pretty  large  surf,  which  may  endanger  our  vessel ;  this 
puts  us  to  a  stand :  To  go  from  hence  without  meat  or 
drink  is  certain  death.  A  few  of  the  healthiest  were  re- 
solved to  Swim  on  shore,  to  get  water  and  provisions ;  the 
officers,  viz.  the  boatswain,  carpenter,  and  Lieutenant 
E-  rs,  to  animate  the  rest,  first  leaped  into  the  water; 
eleven  of  the  people  followed  them ;  in  this  attempt  one  of 
the  marines  was  unfortunately  drowned :  We  tossed  over- 
board four  quarter-casks  to  fill  with  water ;  lashing  to  the 
cask  two  fire-locks  on  each  side,  with  ammunition  for 
shooting.  When  the  officers  and  people  got  on  shore,  they 
saw  thousands  of  horses  and  dogs;  the  dogs  are  of  a  mon- 
gril  breed,  and  very  large.  They  also  saw  abundance  of 
parrots  and  seals  on  the  rocks,  but  not  a  bush  growing  on 
the  place ;  they  made  a  fire  with  horse  dung,  and  shot  a 
great  manv  seal,  which  they  cut  up  in  quarters  to  bring 
aboard.  One  of  the  water-casks  being  leaky,  they  cut  it 
up,  and  converted  it  into  fuel  to  dress  the  seal.  They 
caught  four  armadilloes,  they  are  much  larger  than  our 
hedge-hogs,  and  very  like  them ;  their  bodies  are  cased  all 
over  with  shells,  shutting  under  one  another  like  shells  of 
armour.  In  this  country  thirteen  of  his  majesty's  British 
subjects  put  to  flight  a  thousand  Spanish  horse.  Horses 
are  more  numerous  here,  than  sheep  are  on  the  plains  in 
Dorset  and  Wiltshire.  We  on  board  see  abundance  of 
seal  lying  on  the  shore  cut  in  pieces,  but  the  wind  blows 
so  hard  we  can  by  no  means  get  at  it.  We  think  ourselves 
now  worse  ofi*  than  ever,  for  we  are  actually  starving  in  the 
sight  of  plenty.  We  have  but  two  people  on  board  that 
can  swim ;  to  give  them  all  the  assistance  we  can,  the  lieu- 
tenant and  myself,  with  the  rest  of  the  people,  proposed  to 
baul  the  ves^l  nearer  in,  and  make  a  ratt  for  one  of  the 
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two  to  swim  ashore  on,  and  to  carry  a  line  to  haal  som^  of 
tlie  seal  aboard :  With  much  entreaty  these  two  swimmers 
were  prevailed  on  to  cast  lots;  the  lot  falling  on  theweak-> 
est  ot 'em,  who  was  a  young  lad  about  fifteen  years  of  age, 
and  scarce  able  to  stand,  we  would  not  suffer  him  to  go. 
IVhile  our  brethren  were  regaling  ii;  the  fulness  of  plenty 
ashore,  we  aboard  were  obliged  to  strip  the  hatches  of  a 
seal-skin,  which  has  been  fur  some  time  nailed  on,  and 
made  use  of  for  a  tarpawlin ;  we  burnt  the  hair  oif  the  skin, 
and  for  want  of  any  thing  else  fell  to  chewing  the  seal-skin. 

Wednesday  the  l<3th,"  fine  weather  and  calm.  At  six 
this  morning  the  boatswain  shot  a  horse,  and  the  people  a 
\rild  dog.  The  horse  was  branded  on  the  left  buttock  with 
these  letters  A.R.  By  this  we  conjecture  there  are  inha- 
bitants not  far  off.  At  nine  veered  the  boat  in,  lashed  the 
oars  to  the  hatches,  and  made  a  stage  to  haul-  up  the  seal; 
The  people  swam  off  three  casks  of  water,  sent  on  shore 
one  quarter-cask  more,  and  two  breakers.    Came  aboard 

the  boatswain,  carpenter,  and  Lieutenant  E rs,  and 

four  men  more  are  getting  the  seal  and  the  horse  on  board, 
which  was  no  sooner  in  the  vessel  than  a  sea-breeze  came 
in,  and  blowed  so  hard,  that  we  were  obliged  to  weigh, 
leaving  ashore  one  quurter-cask,  two  breakers,  and  eight  of 
the  people.  The  wind  at  E.S.E.  and  a  tumbling  sea,  came 
to  an  anchor  about  a  league  off  the  shore;  we  shared  all  the 
provisions  among  the  company;  we  still  see  the  people 
ashore,  but  can't  get  them  off. 

Thursday  the  14th,  hard  gales  art  E.S.E.  and  fair  wea» 
ther.  Last  night  the  sea  was  so  great,  that  it  broke  the 
Tudder-head  off;  we  were  doubtful  every  moment  of  the 
vessel's  parting,  which  if  she  had,  we  must  have  been  all  of 
ns  inevitably  lost.  We  were  obliged  to  put  to  sea,  not  be- 
ing able  to  get  the  people  off.  We  sent  ashore  in  a  scuttled 
puncheon  some  wearing  apparel,  four  muskets,  with  balls, 

Jiowder,  flints,  candles,  and  several  necessaries,  and  also  a 
etter  to  acquaint  them  of  the  danger  we  were  in,  and  of 
the  impossibility  of  our  riding  it  out  till  they  eouid  get  offw 

In  Freshwater  Bay,  dated  on  board  the  Speedwell  schooner, 
on  the  coast  of  South  America,  in  the  latitude  of  37  :  85 
S.  longitude  from  the  meridian  of  London,  QS  :  00  W. 
this  14lh  day  of  January,  1741-2. 

'*  Trbsr  are  to  certify  the  right  honourable  the  lords^ 
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Qommissionera  for  executing  the  office  of  lord  high  admi- 
lal  of  Great  BritaiRy  &c.  That  we,  whose  names  are  under- 
mentioned, having  nothing  left  on  board  the  vessel  but  ope 
vquarter-cask  of  water,  were  obliged  to  put  into  the  first 
place  we  could  for  subsistence,  which  was  in  Freshwater- 
Bay  ;  where  we  came  to  an  anchor,  as  near  the  shore  as  we 
could,  without  endangering  the  vessel,  having  no  boat 
aboard,  and  a  large  surf  on  the  shore*  ther^foiire  Mr  King 
the  boatswain,  Mr  Cummins  the  carpenter,  and  Lieutenant 
Ewers,  with  eleven  of  the  people,  jumped  overboard,  in  or- 
der to  swim  ashore,  with  three  casks  of  water,  in  which  at- 
tempt James  Greenham  was  drowned  in  the  surf  off  the 
shore :  The  sea-breeze  coming  on,  prevented  the  people 
getting  on  board  the  stune  night ;  therefore,  on  Wednesday 
inornitL?,  it  being  then  calm,  they  brought  to  the  beach  the 
casks  iuled  with  water,  with  seal  and  other  provisions  ia 
great  quantities,  which  we  hauled  on  board.  The  boat- 
swain, carpenter.  Lieutenant  Ewers,  and  three  o{  the  people, 
swam  off,  but  the  sea-breeze  coming  in,  and  the  surf  rising, 
the  rest  were  discouraged  from  coming  off;  we  hauled  a 
good  birth  off  the  shore,  where  we  lay  the  remainder  of  the 
day,  and  all  the  night.  The  greatness  of  the  sea  broke  off 
our  rudder-head,  and  we  expected  every  minute  the  vessel 
would  founder  at  her  anchor.  Tbuisday  mor-ning  we  saw 
no  probability  of  the  people  coming  aboard,  and  the  wind 
coming  out  of  the  sea,  and  not  one  stick  of  fire-wood  in  the 
vessel  to  dress  our  victuals,  and  it  being  every  man's  opi- 
nion that  we  must  put  to  sea  or  perish,  we  got  up  a  scuttled 
cask,  and  put  into  it  all  manner  of  necessaries,  with  four 
small  arms  lashed  to  the  cask,  and  a  letter  to  acquaint  them 
of  our  danger,  which  cask  we  saw  them  receive,  as  also  the 
letter  that  was  in  it ;  they  then  fell  on  their  knees,  and 
made  signals  wishing  us  well,  at  which  we  got  under  sail, 
and  left  our  brethren,  whose  names  are  under*mentioned. 
iJign'd  by 

Robert  Beans,  lieutenant 

John  King,  boatswain 

John  Bulkeley,  gunner 

Thomas  Clark,  master 

John  Cummins,  carpenter 

Kobert  Elliot,  surgeon's  mate 

John  Jones,  master's  mate 

Jehn  Snow,  ditto. 
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The  names  o^  the  people  left  on  shore  in  the  latitude  of  SS* 
SfiS.  longitude  65:  00  W. 


Naines. 
Guy  Broadwater, 
John  Duck, 
Samuel  Cooper, 
Benjamin  Smith, 
Joseph  Clinch, 
John  Allen, 
John  Andrews, 
Isaac  Morris, 


Where  borrt. 

Blackwull.    ' 

London. 

Ipswich. 

Southwark. 

Ditto. 

Gosport. 

Manchester. 

Topsham." 


Those  people  had  a  good  prospect  of  getting  provisions, 
and  we  believe  inhabitants  are  not  far  off;  they  have  all 
necessaries  for  shooting ;  we  hope  to  see  them  again,  but 
at  present  we  leave  tUem  to  the  care  of  Providence  and  the 
wiae  world.  At  noon  sailed  hence,  at  four  in  the  afternoon 
could  not  clear  the  land,  and  were  obliged  to  anchor  in  five 
fathom,  two  leagues  from  the  shore,  the  northmost  point  of 
land  bore  N.E.  by  N.  and  the  sonthmost  point  S.  by  W* 
Hard  gales  at  E.N.E.  and  a  great  sea.  At  noon  in  latitude 
38  :  00. 

Friday  the  15th,  fresh  gales  at  N.N.W.  and  a  great  sea 
tumbling  into  the  bay.  We  are  not  able  to  ride  it  out, 
therefore,  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  got  under  sail,  and 
stood  off  to  sea ;  the  southmost  land  bore  S.W.  by  S.  dis- 
tant five  leagues. 

Monday  the  18th,  in  the  latitude  of  S6 :  29  S.  the  north 

fioint  of  Freshwater-Bay  bearing  S.W.  distant  forty-four 
eagues,  we  went  to  an  allowance  of  water,  at  a  pint  a  man 
per  day,  having  on  board  not  above  twenty  gallons  for 
thirty-three  souls. 

Tuesday  the  19th,  little  wind  at  S.  and  clear  weather. 
At  four  this  morning  saw  breakers  right  a-head ;  sounded, 
and  found  five  fathom ;  saw  the  land  making  like  an  island, 
bearing  N.E.  by  E.  distant  twelve  leagues;  steered  N.  for 
about  a  mile  or  two,  shoaled  the  water  from  two  fathom  to 
nine  feet,  then  steer'd  N.N.E.  and  deepen'd  the  water  to 
five  fathom.  By  the  appearance  of  the  land,  we  are  well 
up  the  river  of  Plate,  and  do  take  the  breakers  for  the 
English  bank.  Steer'd  and  sail'd  all  day  E.N.E.  along 
shore,  in  the  evening  anchor'd  io  a  fine  sandy  bay ;  saw  two 
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men  coining  down  on  horseback,  the  boatswain  swam 
ashore,  and  got  up  behind  one  of  them,  and  rode  away  to 
their  caravans.     When  we  made  the  land,  we  had  not  one 
drop  of  water  on  board  :  Several  people  swam  ashore  to  fill 
water,  one  of  'em,  when  ashore,  drank  very  plentifully  of 
water ;  in  attempting  to  come  off,  was  so  weak,  that  he 
could  not  reach  the  vessel,  but  was  unfortunately  drown'd.' 
Got  one  cask  of  water  aboard,  which  reviv'd  us  exceedingly. 
Wednesday  the  20th,  Mr  Cummins  and  myself  wentf 
ashore,  four  of  the  inhabitants  came  down  to  us  on  horse- 
back.   As  £  could  talk  Fortugueze,  I  fell  into  discourse 
with  them.    They  told  me  the  English  were  slill  at  war 
with  the  Spaniards,  that  they  had  two  fifty-gun  ships  up 
the  river  or  Plate,  and  one  sixty  gun  ship  cruizing  off  Cape 
St  Mary's;  and  nut  above  six  weeks  ago  a  seventy  gun 
ship  lying  at  anchor,  parted  from  her  anchors  and  drove 
on  shore ;  that  the  ship  was  lost,  and  every  man  perish'd. 
They  also  told  me  they  were  Spaniards,  Custilians,  and 
fishermen,  that  they  came  here  a  Bshing,  the  fish  they  took 
they  salted  and  dried,  then  sold  them  at  Buenos  Aires. 
The  town  they  belong'd  to  they  call'd  Mount  de  Vidia,' 
two  days  journey  from  hence.    I  aak'd  'em  how  they  came 
to  live  in  the  king  of  Portugal's  land.    They  said  there 
were  a  great  many  Spanish  settlements  on  this  side,  and 
gave  us  an  invitation  to  their  caravan ;  we  got  up  behind 
them,  and  rode  about  a  mile  to  it,  where  they  entertained 
us  with  good  junk  beef^  roasted  and  boyl'd,  with  good  white 
bread.  We  sought  to  buy  some  provisions  of  'em,  but  they 
had  none  but  twenty-six  loaves,  about  as  big  as  two-penny* 
loaves  in  England,  which  they  would  not  part  with  under 
four  guineas.    We  being  in  a  weak  condition,  scarce  able 
to  stand  on  our  legs,  and  without  bread  for  a  long  time, 
gave  them  their  price.    Their  patron  told  us  at  the  same 
time,  if  it  should  be  known  that  they  had  supplied  us,  they 
should  be  all  hang'd.    He  promis'd,  if  we  would  give  him 
a  fire-lock,  he  would  get  us  some  wild  fowl,  and  as  many 
ducks  in  an  hour  or  two  as  would  serve  all  the  people  on 
board.   Mr  Cummins  sent  for  his  fire-lock,  and  gave  it  him,' 
with  some  powder  and  sluggs.   On  our  coming  away,  find- 
ing one  of  their 'company  missing  with  a  horse,  we  were 
apprehensive  of  his  being  gone  to  betray  us;  therefore  im- 
mediately went  on  board,  got  our  water  in,  and  made  all 
ready  for  sailing  to  Rio  Grand. 

Thursday 
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Tl^arsday  the  fi  1st,  little  wind  at  N.W.  and  fair  weather 
i\t  four  this  morniag  gut  ui^der  sail,  steered  E  N.B.  At 
twelve  saw  low  land  stretch  off  to  the  eastward,  which  bore 
£•  by  §.  Ai  four  the  (ide  of  flood  flowing  strong  in  obligedi 
us  to  come  (o  an  ^nchor  in  a  large  bay,  in  eight  fathom  wa- 
ter; the  south  point  bore  S  S.W.  the  enst  point  £.S.£.i  a( 
eight  at  night  got  under  sail,  steering  £  S.E. 

Friday  tlie  82(1,  little  wind  at  N.  and  fair  weather.  At; 
eight  this  morning  saw  Cape  St  Mary's,  bearing  N.W.  dis> 
tanl  ten  leagues }  at  nopn  it  bore  W.S.W.  and  the  north 
land  S.E.  by  E. 

Sui^day  83^,  little  ^ind,  and  calm.  In  the  morning,  not 
seeiiig  tiie  land,  steer'd  in  N. ;  at  noon  saw  Cape  St  Af  ary's„ 
bearing  N.W.  distant  tei^  leagues ;  latitude  per  observation 
34 :  53  81  At  seven  in  the  evening,  being  in  shore  and 
calm,  anchored  in  fourteen  fathom  water,  sandy  eround, 
the  cane  bearing  W.  by  N.  and  the  northmost  land  N.  by 
£.  This  day  departed  this  life  Mr  Thomas  Clark  th?  masn 
ter»  as  did  also  his  son  the  day  following. 

Sunday  the  24th,  the  wind  at  S.  and  hazy  weatheif..  At 
two  in  ^be  morning  weighed  and  came  to  sail,  steering 
K.E.  within  a  league  of  the  shore.  At  three  iri  the  after- 
noon saw  three  islands^  the  northmost  of  which  is  the  most 
xemarkable  one  1  ever  beheld*  appearing  like  a  church 
urith  a  lofty  tower;  at  fo^r  we  saw  three  islands  more, 
steer'd  N.  qiiairter  W.  between  those  glands,  i^ntil  we  saw" 
the  maii^  land.  The  most  remarkable  o^'  these  islands  i% 
about  four  miles  from  the  main ;  th^y  are  all  steep.  At 
eight  anchored  in  fourteen  fathom,  line  sand. 

Alonday  the  25th,  a  fresh  gale  at  E.N.E.  and  cloudy 
weather.  At  nine  this  morning  got  under  sail,  in  order  to. 
go  back  to  those  islands  to  get  some  seal,  there  being  great 
numbers  on  the  rocks,  and  we  in  great  want  pf  provision, 
with  the  wind  against  us.  We  took  the  opportunity  of  \^e 
wind  back  to  the  islands,  but  were  disappointed ;  being  not 
able  to  get  ashore  for  provisions,  came  to  an  anchor  in 
fourteen  falhomj  sandy  ground.  Hard  gales  at  N.1^.E* 
with  thunder,  lightning  and  rain,  all  night. 

Tuesday  the  £6th,  this  morning  oioderate  gales  ^t  N.. 
W.  and  fair  weather,  got  under  sail;  after  clear  of  the 
islands,  steer'd  N.E.  by  N.  keeping  along  shore:  It  is  a 
^ne  level  land,  and  regular  soundings  fifteen  fathpn^,  five 
icagues  off  the  land.  We  have  bo  «eal^  nor  i^ny  other  kind 
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Ol*  roo*)  on  board.  We  have  a  fair  wind,  and  not  far  froni 
our  desired  port;  ao  that  we  are  in  pretty  good  ipiriti. 
This  da;'  .ed  the  oldest  man  belonging  to  us,  Thomas 
Maclean,  cook,  aged  82  years. 

Wednesday  the  S7tli,  moderate  sales  at  W.  steered  N« 
and  sail'd  all  day  within  a  cable's  length  of  the  shore  ia 
three  fathom  water.  We  have  now  nothing  but  a  little 
water  to  support  nature.  At  noon  had  an  observation,  la* 
titude  in  SC:  40  south:  I  reckon  myself  18  leagues  from 
the  Rio  Grand,  and  hope  to  see  it  in  the  morning. 

Thursday  the  $Hth,  kept  the  shore  close  aboard,  and 
sounded  every  half  hour,  not  caring  to  go  within  three  fa« 
thom,  nor  keep  without  five,  sailing  along  by  the  lead  all 
night.  At  six  in  the  morning  saw  the  opening  of  the  river 
Grand ;  kept  within  the  breakers  of  the  bar,  having  at 
some  times  not  above  seven  feet  water  at  half  flood  ;  steer'd 
iN.E.  by  J^  until  the  river's  mouth  was  fairly  open ;  then 
steer'd  N.  and  N.N.W.  until  abreast  of  the  town;  anchor*, 
ed  on  the  e^st  shore  in  two  fathom  water.  There  presently 
came  a  boat  from  the  shore,  with  a  serjeant  of  ttie  army, 
and  one  soldier.  The  lieutenant,  myself,  and  Mr  Cummins, 
with  Captain  P— ^n  of  the  land  forces,  went  on  shore 
with  them.  The  commandant,  the  officers,  and  people  of 
the  place,  receiv'd  us  in  a  most  tender  and  friendly  man- 
ner. They  instantly  sent  on  hoard  to  the  people  four  quar- 
ters of  beef,  and  two  bags  of  Farine  bread.  We  were  con- 
ducted to  the  surgeon's  house,  the  handsomest  habitation 
in  the  place,  where  we  were  most  hospitably  eqtertain'd. 
At  four  in  the  afternoon  the  governor  came  to  town ;  After; 
a  strict  enquiry  into  our  misfortunes,  and  the  reasons  of  our 
coming  into  this  port,  being  somewhat  doubtful  that  we 
inight  be  inspectors  of  their  coast,  he  began  to  examine  me, 
the  lieutenant  having  reported  me  to  him  as  pilot.  He 
ask'd  m^  if  there  was  a  chart  of  the  coast  on  board  ;  and, 
if  not,  how  it  was  possible  we  could  hit  the  bar,  and  ven- 
ture into  so  has^ardous  a  place  as  this  is  ?  I  told  him,  as  for 
a  chart,  we  had  none  of  any  kind,  but  I  had  a  good  obser- 
vation the  day  before,  that  our  vessel  drew  but  a  small 
draught  of  water,  that  we  kept  a  lead  always  going,  and  in 
the  necessity  we  were  in,  we  were  oblig'd,  at  all  events,  to 
venture,  and  if  we  had  not  seen  the  opening  of  the  river 
before  night,  we  must  have  been  compell'd  to  run  the  ves- 
eel  ashore.  l\e  examin'd  me  also  concerning  the  places  we 
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fltopt  at,  from  Cape  Virgin  Mary  to  this  porti  and  more 
particularly  relating  to  the  river  Plate.  He  was  very  nice 
in  his  enquiry  of  our  putting  in  nt  Cape  St  Mary's,  and  of 
the  bearings  and  distance  uTon^  shore  from  thence  to  this 
port.  When  he  thoroughly  salisfy'd  himself,  he  embraced 
us  and  blest  himself  to  Uiink  of  our  deliverance,  which  li  ^ 
term'd  a  miracle.  He  offer'd  every  thing  the  country  could 
afford  to  our  relief;  the  sick  were  order'd  to  be  taken  car^ 
of  in  the  hospital :  He  took  the  lieutenant  and  the  land  of- 
ficers home  with  him,  and  desired  the  commandant  to  see 
that  the  rest  of  the  officers  and  people  wanted  for  nothing. 
Before  he  went  he  inform'd  us,  that  his  majesty's  ships  thd 
Severn  and  Pearl  were  ut  Hio  Janeiro,  in  great  distress ; 
that  they  had  sent  to  England  for  men,  and  could  not  sail 
from  thence  until  the  arrival  of  the  Flota,  which  would  be 
in  May  or  June.  He  also  tnl<i  us,  that  wr  should  be  dis- 
patch'd  in  the  first  vessel  which  arriv'd  in  this  port,  for  he 
did  not  think  we  could  with  safety  go  any  farther  in  oui^ 
own,  and  that  there  could  not  be  found  twelve  seamen  irt 
the  Brazils  that  would  venture  over  the  bar  in  her  to  sail  to 
Bio  Janeiro;  therefore  he  order'd  our  little  Speedwell 
ashore :  This  wonder  the  people  are  continually  flocking  to 
<ee ;  and  it  is  now  about  nine  months  since  we  were  cast 
away  in  the  Wacer;  in  which  time,  I  believe,  no  mortals 
have  experienc'd  more  difficulties  and  miseries  than  we 
have.  This  day  may  be  justly  stiled  the  day  of  our  deli<i 
Verance,  and  ought  to  be  remember'd  accordingly. 

Sunday  the  31st,  little  or  nothing  remarkable  since  the 
day  we  came  in,  only  a  wonderful  change  in  our  diet,  live 
on  the  best  the  country  can  produce,  and  have  plenty  of 
every  thing.  This  afternoon  the  governor,  commandant, 
and  commissary,  came  on  board,  to  see  our  little  Speed- 
well ;  they  were  surpriz'd  that  thirty  souls,  the  number  of 
Eeople  now  living,  could  be  stowed  in  so  small  a  vessel ; 
ut  that  she  could  contain  the  number  which  first  embark'd 
with  us  was  to  them  amazing,  and  beyond  all  belief:  They 
could  not  conceive  how  the  man  at  the  helm  could  steer 
without  falling  overboard,  there  not  being  above  four  inches 
rise  from  the  deck.  I  told  them  he  sat  down,  and  clapp'd 
his  feet  against  the  rise,  and  show'd  them  in  what  manner 
we  secured  ourselves.  The  governor,  after  viewing  the 
vessel  over,  told  us,  we  were  more  welcome  to  him  in  the 
miserable  condition  we  arriv'd,  than  if  we  had  brought  all 
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the  wealth  in  Ihe  world  with  iii.  At  the  same  time  he  fully 
assur'd  us,  we  should  be  supply'd  with  every  thing  that  the 
country  could  afford ;  that  he  would  dispatch  us  the  first 
opportunity  to  Hio  Janeiro,  and  whenever  we  stood  in 
need  of  any  thing,  he  order**!  us  to  acquaint  the  command- 
unt,  and  our  wants  should  be  instantly  supply'd.  Hfl 
then  took  leave  of  us,  and  wished  us  well.  All  the  de« 
ference  and  dutiful  respect  we  could  uhew  him,  to  ex« 
press  a  grateful  sense  of  his  favour,  was  by  manninq;  the 
vessel,  and  giving  him  three  cheers.  The  next  duv  arriv'd 
at  this  place  the  brigadier-governor  of  the  island  St  Catha- 
rine; he  came  close  by  our  vessel,  we  mann'd  her,  and 
gave  him  three  cheers.  The  soldiers  of  the  garrison,  ha- 
ving twenty  months  arrears  due  to  them,  expected  the 
brigadier  was  coming  to  pay  them,  but  when  they  found 
themselves  disappointed,  they  mude  a  great  disturbance 
among  themselves.  I  apply'cl  to  the  commandant  for  a 
house,  the  vessel,  in  rainy  weather,  not  being  tit  to  lie  in ; 
he  order'd  me  one  joining  to  his  own,  and  gave  me  the 
key.  I  took  with  me  Mr  Cummins,  Mr  Jones,  Mr  Snow, 
Mr  Oakley,  and  the  cooper}  we  brought  our  trifling  ne- 
cessaries on  shore,  and  remov'd  to  our  new  habitation : 
Here  we  were  dry  and  warm,  and  though  we  had  no  bed- 
ding, we  lodg'd  very  comfortably.  Since  the  loss  of  the 
Wager,  we  have  been  used  to  lie  hard ;  at  present  we  think 
ourselves  very  happily  fix'd,  and  heartily  wish  that  all  the 
persons  who  surviv'd  the  loss  of  the  ship  were  in  so  good  a 
situation  as  ourselves. 

Tuesday,  February  the  2d,  1741-2,  great  murmuring* 
among  the  soldiers;  they  detain'd  the  brigadier  from  going 
back,  as  he  intended,  (his  morning,  till  he  promis'd  to  dis- 
patch the  money,  cloaths,  and  provisions,  and  to  see  their 
grievances  adjusted.  On  those  terms  they  have  agreed  he 
shall  go ;  and  this  evening  he  return'd  for  St  Cuthariue's. 
We  apprehended,  till  now,  that  the  right  officers  were  in 
place ;  but  we  find  ourselves  mistaken.  Some  time  before 
we  arrived  here,  there  was  an  insurrection  among  the  sol- 
diers :  Their  design  was  against  the  governor;  but  by  his 
address,  and  fair  promises  of  seeing  them  righted,  he  di- 
verted the  storm  from  himself,  and  got  himself  continued 
in  his  station,  as  were  also  the  major  and  commissary.  The 
soldiers  dismiss'd  the  rest  of  the  officers,  and  supply'd  their 
places  with  their  own  people}  though  they  were  lately  pri- 
vate 
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vi4te  men,  thfy  appear'd  very  grand,  and  were  not  ditlln- 

J;uiiili'd  in  dreitt  from  proper  oiliccrt.  The  disturbance  at 
tio  Grand  it  of  no  lervice  to  us,  fur  wc  feel  the  efTecls  of 
it,  our  allowance  is  now  so  smnll  that  it  will  hardly  support 
nature,  the  people  have  been  without  Farina,  which  is  tneir 
bread,  for  some  days  prfst.  We  applv'd  to  the  governor, 
who  promis'd  to  supply  us  the  next  day ;  aucordingly  we 
went  for  a  supply,  which  created  fresh  murmurin^s  among 
the  soldiers ;  however  we  got  a  small  quantity  ot  breud  to 
supply  us  for  ten  duyit.  The  stortr-keepcr  shewM  me  all  the 
provisions,  which,  consirlering  there  were  a  thousand  to 
draw  their  subsistence  from  it,  was  a  small  stock  indeed, 
and  not  above  six  weeks  at  the  present  allowance.  He 
told  Bie  we  were  serv'd  equally  witn  the  soldiers,  and  when 
more  stores  came,  which  they  shortly  expected,  our  allow- 
ance should  be  encreaa'd.  I  think,  in  reason,  this  is  as 
much  as  we  can  expect.  The  lieutenant  not  coming  ni^b 
us  since  our  first  landing,  [  went  with  the  people  up  to  him 
at  the  governor's,  about  two  miles  from  this  port,  to  endea- 
vour to  prevail  with  him  to  get  us  dispatch'd,  acquainting 
him  of  the  cull  and  necessity  there  was  for  our  assistance 
on  board  the  two  distress'd  ships  at  Rio  Janeiro.  He  said 
he  had  spoke  to  the  governor,  and  could  not  get  us  dis- 
patch'd till  another  vessel  came  in.  I  told  him,  as  the  gar- 
rison were  in  want  of  provisions,  what  we  were  living  on 
here  would  carry  us  off,  and  if  any  misfortune  should  at- 
tend the  vessel  expected  ia  with  the  provisions,  we  should 
be  put  very  hard  to  it  for  a  subsistence.  He  promts  d  to 
acquaint  the  governor ;  on  which  I  took  my  leave. 

February  the  17lh,  this  evening  came  into  this  garrisoa 
three  seamen,  giving  an  account  of  their  belonging  to  a 
vessel  with  provisions  and  stores  for  this  place,  from  Kio 
Janeiro,  that  they  had  been  from  thence  three  months,  and 
had  been  off  the  bar  waiting  an  opportunity  to  come  in ; 
that  not  having  any  fresh  water  aboard,  they  were  oblig'd 
to  come  to  an  anchor  ten  lea{i{ues  to  the  southward  of  this 
port,  that  a  canoe  was  sent  with  those  three  men  to  fill  the 
water,  hut  the  wind  coming  in  from  the  sea,  and  blowing 
hard,  oblig'd  the  vessel  to  put  to  sea,  and  leave  them 
ashore,  from  whence  they  travelled  here,  and  believ'd  the 
vessel  was  gone  to  St  Catharine's.  The  governor,  not  sa- 
tisty'd  with  this  report,  took  them  for  spies,  and  kept  them 
as  such.  However,  in  a  day  or  two  afterwards,  he  dis- 
patch'd 
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Mtch'd  a  pilot  and  two  seamen  for  the  island  St  Catharine, 
to  brins  the  vessel  round,  in  cnse  she  should  be  there. 

I  took  this  opportunity  of  sending  a  letter  by  them  to  the 
Honourable  Captain  Murray,  commander  of  his  majesty's 
ship  the  Pearl,  at  Uio  Jnneiro ;  desiring  them  to  order  it 
to  oe  dispatch'd  by  the  first  ship  from  St  Catharine's  to  the 
Rio  Janeiro. 

"  HoNOVltABtV.  Sm, 
"  I  TAKE  it  as  a  duly  incumbent  on  me  to  acquaint  vou^ 
that  his  majesty's  ship  the  Waiter  was  wrecked  on  a  oeso- 
late  island  on  the  coast  of  Pataeonia,  in  the  latitude  of  47 
0()  S.  and  W.  longitude  from  the  meridian  of  London  81 
30,  on  the  14th  of  May,  1741.  After  lengthening  the  long- 
boat, and  fitting  her  in  the  best  mannt  r  we  could,  launched 
her  on  the  ISlh  of  October,  nnd  embarked  and  sailed,  on 
the  14th,  with  the  barge  and  cutter,  to  the  number  of 
eighty-one  souls  in  all.  Captain  Cheap,  '  '  at  his  own 
request,  tarried  behind,  with  Lieutenant  Hamilton,  and  Mr 
Elliot,  the  surgeon.  After  a  lonir  and  fatiguing  passage, 
coming  through  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  we  arrived  here 
the  28th  of  January,  1741-e,  bringing  into  this  port  alivet 
t!b  the  nuiuber  of  thirty,  viz. 

Robert  Beans,  lieutenant 

John  Bulkelf-y,  gunner 

John  Cummins,  carpenter 

Robert  Elliot,  surgeon'ii  mate 

John  Jones,  master's  mate 

John  Snow,  ditto 

John  Mooring,  boatswain's  mate 

John  Young,  cooper 

WilJiam  Oram,  carpenter's  crew 

John  Kin^,  bontswaina 

Nicholas  Griselliam,  seaman 

Samuel  Stook,  ditto 

James  Mac  Cawlo,  ditto 

William  F^no,  dii'  > 

John  Muntgomci},  ditto 

John  George,  ditto 

Richard  East,  diuo 

James  Duller,  ditto 

TTahn  Pitmau,  ditto 

Jolt 
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Job  Barost  seaman 

John  Sboreham,  ditto  ;       '         rj 

;:.•,.      ThomQB  Edmunds,  ditto  .  - -.v^^  ^t 

Kichard  Powell,  ditto 
i  .    •  Diego  Fiooall,  (tlie  Portugueze  boy). 

Captain  Robert  Pemberton,  of  his  majesty's 

land  forces 
Lieutenants  Ewers  and  Fielding,  ditto     '■■- 
Vincent  Oakley,  surgeon  of  ditto 
And  two  marines. 

All  which  are  living  at  present,  and  waiting  an  opportunity 
of  a  passage  in  a  Portugueze  vessel,  our  own  not  being  in  a 
condition  to  proceed  any  farther,  having  no  sails,  and  being 
90  bad  in  all  other  respects,  that  the  governor  will  not  siif* 
fer  us  to  hazard  our  lives  in  her,  but  hath  promised  to  dis- 
patch us  in  the  very  first  vessel  that  arrives  in  this  port, 
where  we,  with  impatience,  are  obliged  to  tarry.  We  hum- 
bly p^  our  duty  to  Captain  Leg,  praying  the  representa- 
tion of  this  to  him.  From, 

Most  honourable  Sir, 

Yours,  &C.'* 

Saturday  the  20th,  last  night  the  three  seamen  which 
came  here,  as  mention'd  before,  with  five  more  of  this  place, 
attempted  to  run  away  with  one  of  the  large  boats ;  but 
they  were  pursu'd  and  taken :  Their  design  was  for  the  ri- 
ver Plate,  the  wind  then  favouring  them.  This  was  evident, 
that  the  governor  was  right  in  his  conjecture,  and  did  not 
suspect  them  wrongfully ;  they  are  now  prisoners  in  the 
guard-house.  The  next  morning  I  went  to  the  lieutenant, 
desiring  him  to  apply  to  the  governor  for  a  pass  and  horses 
for  myself,  Mr  Cummins,  and  John  Young,  to  go  by  land 
to  St  Catharine's  and  St  Francisco,  where  we  need  not 
doubt  of  a  passage  to  his  majesty's  distress'd  ships  at  Rio  Ja- 
neiro :  That  it  was  our  duty  to  hasten  to  their  assistance  : 
That  he,  the  lieutenant,  ought,  the  very  day  after  our  arri- 
val into  this  port,  without  any  regard  to  expence  and 
charges,  to  have  dispatch'd  a  special  messenger  by  land, 
and  then  we  might  have  been  assur'd  of  a  vessel  before 
now.  The  lieutenant  answer'd,  he  had  a  thought  of  enqui- 
ring at  first  coming  about  what  I  had  mentioa'd,  and  of 

going 
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going  himself,  tho'  it  co9t  him  fifty  pounds ;  hut  he  was 
inform'd  it  was  impossible  to  go  by  land.  I  ask'd  him,  If 
so  how  came  the  brigadier  from  St  Catharine's  h^re  ?  As 
for  fatigue  or  trouble,  whoever  undertook  to  go,  he  must 
expect  that ;  but  there  was  no  hardsliip  to  be  encounter'd 
comparable  to  what  we  had  already  undergone..  We  lay 
here  on  expence  to  the  king,  without  doing  any  service, 
find  run  the  hazard  of  not  only  losing  the  opportunity  of 

fetting  on  board  our  own  ships,  but  perhaps  of  missing  the 
'lota,  and  of  wintering  here,  therefore  I  begg'd  he  would 
entreat  the  governor  to  let  us  have  horses  and  guides; 
which  he  promised  to  mention  to  the  governor  at  dinner, 
»od  send  me  his  answer  in  the  afternoon  without  fail.  I 
waited  with  impatience  for  this  answer ;  but  the  lieutenant 
failing  in  his  promise,  was  the  occasion  of  my  sending  him 
this  letter. 

"Sib, 
*'  I  am  sorry  you  should  give  me  the  liberty  of  telling  yon, 
you  have  not  discharg'd  your  promise,  by  letting  us  know 
the  governor's  answer  to  what  we  requested  :  Which  was, 
«l  our  expence  and  charge,  to  go  to  the  assistance  of  his 
majesty's  ships  at  Rio  Janeiro;  since  which  time  I  am  to 
inform  you  that  we  are  in  want  of  provision,  having  none  of 
any  kindallow'd  us  yesterday,  and  but  one  small  fiih  per 
man  for  two  days  before.  The  meaning  of  which,  I  believe, 
is  owing  to  you,  by  the  endeavouring,  through  the  persua^ 
sions  ot  the  persons  you  confide  in,  to  blacken  us,  and  in 
so  vile  a  manner,  that  you  seem  unacquainted  with  the  ill 
consequence,  which  may  attend  the  touching  a  man's  cha> 
Tacter.  We  know,  and  are  fully  convinced,  from  what  has 
been  done  already,  that  nothing  will  be  allow'd  or  granted 
us  but  by  your  means :  Mr  Cummins  and  myself  ask  no  fa- 
vour from  you,  but  to  use  your  endeavours  to  get  us  dis- 
patches to  the  ships  at  Rio  Janeiro,  where  every  man  must 
give  account  of  his  actions,  and  justice  take  place.  If  I  am 
not  mistaken,  you  told  me  that  what  we  were  supply'd  with 
here  was  a  bounty  flowing  from  the  generous  spirit  of  the 
governor,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  place.  If  this  be  the 
case,  we  ought  to  be  very  thankful  indeed.  I  am  surprized, 
sir,  you  don^  sec  the  grievances  of  the  inhabitants  here,  and 
hear  the  soldiers  murmurings  for  want  of  their  arrears.  If 
Uiey  should  revolt  at  this  juncture,  we  shall  stand  a  very  bad 
.  .  chance. 
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chanc6.  t  must  acquaint  you,  sir,  the  vessel  nre  caiii6  in  U 
not  so  mnch  out  of  repair,  but  that,  if  vou  can  get  canvad 
out  of  the  store  for  sails,  we  can  make  em,  and  get  readj 
for  sailing  in  ten  days  time*  And  if  the  vessel  expected  '  :::rd 
ivilh  supplies  comes  in  a  shorter  time,  our  vessel  will  be  teA-^ 
fly  fix'd  for  the  use  of  the  governor ;  and  if  one  vessel 
should  not  be  large  enough  to  carry  us  all  off,  we  can  go  in 
company.  I  imagine  you  know  of  the  stores  being  robbed, 
and  the  disturbance  among  the  soldiers,  which  must  occa« 
sion  uneasiness  enough,  without  repeating  grievances,  where 
relief  is  not  to  be  had.  I  beg,  sir,  vou'li  get  us  dispatch'd 
with  all  expedition  to  his  majesty  s  service,  that  we  may 
not  lose  the  opportunity  of  joining  the  two  ships  and  th^ 
Fi6ta. 

Sir,  yours." 

The  ne»t  morning  the  lieutenant  came  down  on  horse- 
back,  bemg  the  first  time  of  his  appearing  among  us  since 
We  have  been  here,  which  is  above  three  weeks ;  we  went 
with  him  to  the  commandant^  who  promised  we  shdnld  uot 
want  fresh  beef  and  fish,  but  as  for  bread  there  is  none  to 
be  got.  William  Oram,  one  of  the  carpenter's  crew,  died 
thi»  day  in  the  hospital. 

March  the  6th,  for  several  days  the  people  very  uneasy 
at  the  vessel's  not  arriving,  the  wind  having  been  fair  for 
above  three  weeks  pust,  and  little  or  no  provisions  in  store, 
which  makes  them  doubtful  of  any  to  be  dispatch'd  to  their 
relief.  This  day  we  are  resoiv'd  to  go  by  land,  if  the  go- 
vernor will  only  allow  us  a  guide;  we  acquainted  the  lieu- 
tenant with  our  resolution ;  he  went  with  me  and  Mr  Jones 
to  the  governor,  we  obtain'd  leave  to  go,  with  the  promise 
of  a  guide.  Captain  Pemberton,  being  at  the  governor's, 
:kjired  to  go  with  us;  the  governor  told  him  the  journey 
was  so  dithcnit  and  tedious,  it  would  be  impossible  for  him 
to  encounter  with  it.  The  captain  answer'd,  that  he  had  a 
company  on  board  his  majesty's  ship  the  Severn,  where  his 
duty  call'd  him,  and  was  determin'd,  with  the  governor's 
leave,  to  share  his  fate  with  us  by  land,  which  was  granted. 
The  governor  told  us,  notwithstanding  the  present  scarcity 
of  provisions  in  the  place,  that  he  had  so  great  a  regard  for 
an  £nglishman,  that  whilst  he  had  any  thing  for  himself, 
we  should  not  want,  for  which  we  thank'd  him  heartily. 
This  governor  is  certainly  a  gentleman  of  a  noble  generouii 
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spirit,  of  exceeding  humanity  and  goodness,  and  I  believe 
him  to  have  a  sincere  regard  for  an  Englishman.  i 

March  the  9th,  this  morning  Mr  Jones  went  over  with 
me  to  the  north  side,  to  make  an  agreement  for  six  people 
to  go  to  St  Catharine's  ;  wliile  we  were  here,  the  governor 
received  iettersfrom  St  Catharine's,  which  ^ave  an  account 
of  four  vessels  on  their  passage  for  this  port ;  on  the  news 
of  this  we  put  by  our  journey :  It  was  very  lucky  we  had 
not  set  out  on  this  journey  before  we  heard  the  news;  for 
on  the  nineteenth,  the  vessels  for  Rio  Janeiro  arrived,  and 
brought  an  account  that  the  Severn  and  Pearl  were  saii'd 
from  thence  for  the  island  of  Barbadoes.  Those  vessels  not 
only  brought  the  soldiers  provisions,  but  also  a  pardon. 

On  the  SOth,  the  brigadier  arriv'd,  and  had  all  the  sol- 
diers drawn  up,  where  their  pardon  was  read  to  them :  He 
acquainted  them  with  what  money  was  come,  which  was 
not^bove  a  third  part  of  their  arrears,  but  the  remainder 
was  on  the  passage.  The  motiey  he  had  for  them  should 
be  paid  directly,  as  far  as  it  would  go,  if  they  would  take 
it;  but  they  cry'd  out  with  one  voice.  The  wnole  or  none, 
and  a  great  disturbance  there  was,  some  was  for  revolting 
to  the  king  of  Spain,  some  began  to  chanse  their  notes, 
and  were  for  taking  part  of  the  money,  and  the  rest  insisted 
upon  the  whoie.  To  quell  this  disturbance,  the  couimand- 
ant,  whom  they  look'd  upcm  more  than  the  brigadier,  or 
the  governor,  used  his  utmost  endeavours.  They  told  the 
commandant  they  were  no  longer  soldiers  than  while  they 
were  in  the  king's  pay,  and  let  those  who  are  for  the  king, 
draw  off  one  way  by  themselves ;  you  are  our  commander, 
we  trust  in  you  to  answer  for  us,  what  you  do  we  will  stand 
by  with  our  lives :  On  which  the  commandant  deliver'd  his 
command  up,  shouldering  his  firelock,  and  took  the  place 
of  a  common  soldier,  telling  them,  since  the  king  was  so 
good  as  to  pardon  them,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  accept 
it.  The  brigadier  was  so  well  pleased  with  the  behaviour  of 
the  commandant,  that  he  ran  to  him,  took  him  in  his  arms, 
and  embraced  him  :  The  rest  of  the  soldiers  follow'd  the 
example  of  their  late  commandant,  delivering  their  respec- 
tive commands  up  to  their  proper  officers.  This  day  put  an 
end  to  the  disturbance  and  confusion  which  had  been  some 
time  among  them,  and  restor'd  them  to  tranquillity,  good 
discipline,  and  order. 

VOL.  XVII.  2  k  March 


1 

4 


I 


^j« 


■••*•««*  i^r* 


514 


r     II 


l> 


$   1 
I  } 

il,     I' 


ii 


jippendix,  No.  IL 


March  the  Q/iA,  this  morning  went  to  the  lieutenant  for 
leave  to  go  in  the  first  vessel,  which  was  expected  to  sail  in 
four  days  time  :  He  told  me  he  expected  to  gojn  her  him- 
self, end  thRt  we  could  not  go  ott  all  in  one  vessel,  there 
might  be  room  for  the  officers,  but  the  people  must  wait 
another  opportunity.  I  told  him  that  it  was  a  duty  incum- 
benf  on  the  officers  that  were  in  pay  particularly  to  take 
care  of  the  people ;  You,  sir,  have  been  sure  of  half-pay 
ever  since  the  ship  was  lost;  we  are  not,  but  I  will  tarry 
myself  behind  with  the  people,  and  be  answerable  for  them, 
if  you'll  give  me  a  note  under  you?  hand  to  secure  me  the 
value  of  my  pay,  from  the  loss  of  the  ship,  otherwise  I 
don't  know  any  business  I  have  but  to  endeavour  to  get  to- 
England  as  soon  as  I  can,  and  will  put  it  out  of  your  power 
to  pi'event  my  going  off'  in  the  first  vessel.  I  left  the  lieu- 
tenant, and  went  with  Mr  Cummins,  Mr  Jones,  Mr  Snow, 
M.  King,  and  Dr  Oakley  to  the  governor,  to  obtain  leave 
for  our  going,  the  lieutenant  follow'd  us,  and  said,  but  one 
half  could  CO  at  a  time.  The  governor  told  js  it  was  or- 
dcr'd  that  the  land-officera,  myself  and  the  rest  thatapply'd 
to  go  by  land,  should  be  the  farst  dispatch'd,  and  might  go 
on  board  when  we  would,  but  as  the  vessel  did  not  belong 
to  the  king,  we  must  buy  provisions,  and  pay  for  our  pas- 
sage. I  said,  Sir^  we  have  not  money  to  answer  the  ex- 
pence  :  He  then  ask'd  me  whether  I  had  not  several  times 
apply'd  to  him  for  leave  to  go  by  land  at  my  ow:i  charges  ? 
I  answer 'd,  We  were  obliged  to  dispose  of  our  watches  to 
raise  that  money,  which  will  barely  be  sufficient  to  carry  us 
six  off  that  intended  to  go  by  land,  therefore  what  mu^t 
become  of  the  rest  who  have  not  a  single  penny  ?  And  I 
hope,  sir,  that  you  are  not  unacquainted  that  the  king  of 
Great-Britain  allows  to  all  his  subjects,  distress'd  in  this 
manner,  five  vintins  per  day  to  each  man  for  subsistence. 
On  my  spying  this,  the  governor  cali'd  the  commissary  and 
major :  He  walk'd  and  talk'd  with  them  aside ;  then  came 
back  again,  and  told  us  the  account  was  so  small,  that  it 
was  not  worth  charging  the  kins:  of  England  with  it;  there- 
fore we  must  buy  our  own  provisions,  and  pay  our  passage, 
and  as  to  what  we  had  received  from  them,  we  were  wel- 
upon  which  we  thank'd  them  and  came  away.    We 
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then  consulted  with  the  lieutenant,  to  know  what  could  be 
done  with  the  people,  and  that  as  the  vessel  we  came  in 
was  not  fit  to  proceed  any  farther,  it  was  to  no  purpose  to 
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leave  her  there;  therefore  we  desired  his  consent  to  sell 
her,  believing  the  money  she  would  bring  would  be  sufh- 
cient  to  carry  us  all  off.  To  this  proposal  the  lieutenant 
consented  We  then  apply'd  to  the  master  of  the  vessel,  to 
know  what  he  would  have  for  our  passage ;  his  demand  was 
forty  shillings  per  man,  of  which  we  acquainted  the  lieute- 
nant, who  told  us  he  could  not  see  what  we  could  do,  and, 
on  second  consideration,  would  not  give  his  consent  to  sell 
the  boat,  for  when  sold,  be  did  not  think  she  would  fetch 
the  money.  Those  words  of  the  lieutenant  put  us  ail  to  a 
stand,  especially  alter  he  had  but  now  given  nis  consent  to 
sell  her,  and  in  so  short  time  to  declare  the  reverse  was 
very  odd ;  tho'  indeed  it  did  not  much  surprise  us,  because 
this  gentleman  was  never  known  to  be  over  stedfast  to  his 
word.  Seeing  no  possibility  of  carrying  the  people  off  with- 
out selling  the  boat,  1  told  the  lieutenant,  if  he  left  tliem 
behind,  i  could  not  think  but  so  many  of  his  majesty's  sub- 
jects were  sold,  and  believ'd  he  had  made  a  present  of  the 
vessel  to  the  governor.  At  this  the  lieutenant  paus'd  for  a 
while,  and  then  said,  he  had  not  money  to  carry  himself  off 
without  selling  his  coat.  1  repl^'d.  There  was  no  occasion 
for  that,  when  he  had  a  gold  watch.  The  next  morning 
went  to  the  lieutenant  again  about  our  going  off;  he  ac- 
quainted us,  that  the  brigadier  had  order'd  things  in  ano- 
ther manner;  that  myself,  and  nine  more,  being  the  per- 
sons desirous  of  goihg}  should  be  dispatch'd  in  the  6rst  ves- 
sel, and  every  thing  found  us ;  that  he,  the  lieutenant,  was 
to  tarry  behind  with  the  rest  of  the  people,  and  to  come  in 
the  next  vessel,  an  estimate  of  the  charges  being  made  out; 
and  he  also  told  us,  he  had  a  severe  check  for  requesting 
to  go  first  himself,  and  offering  to  leave  the  people  behind. 

Sunday,  March  28th,  £  embark'd  on  board  the  St  Catha- 
rine's brigantine,  with  the  carpenter,  boatswain,  the  two 
mutes,  the  surgeon  of  marines,  the  cooper,  and  six  of  the 
peoplie,  the  provisions  laid  in  for  us  were  two  casks  of  salt 
beef  and  ten  alcadoe..    f  farina* 

Wednesday  the  31st,  we  sail'd  for  Rio  Janeiro,  with  the 
wind  at  W.,  steer'd  S.E.  and  S.C.  hy  C,  until  over  the  bar; 
then  £.  by  N.,  and  E.N.E.,  with  a  nne  gale,  aod  clear  wea- 
tiier ;  there  is  not  above  two  fathom  and  half  water  on  the 
bar  at  high-water ;  when  you  are  in,  it  is  a  fine  commodious 
harbour  for  small  vessels  *,  it  is  a  low  land,  of  a  sandy  Soil : 
Here  is  abundance  of  fine  cattle,  with  fresh-water  (isii,  me- 
lons 
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Ions  exceeding  good,  plenty  of  water,  and  the  best  milk  I 
ever  tasted. 

Thursday,  April  the  8th,  little  wind  at  S.W.,  and  fair 
weather.  At  ten  this  morning  anchor'd  before  the  town  of 
St  Sebastians.  The  Portugueze  pilots,  who  have  been  in 
England,  call  the  land  here  the  Isle  of  Wight ;  and  indeed 
it  is  verv  like  it,  tho'  not  so  large,  being  only  eight  miles 
in  length.  This  is  a  very  secure  harbour  for  shipping ;  a 
atranger  may  go  *.n  or  out  without  any  difficulty.  At  thf« 
place  I  was  ashore,  and  think  it  as  delightful  end  pleasa,  t 
a  place  as  ever  I  saw  in  America,  abounding  with  fruit,  as 
oranges,  lemons,  bonanoes ;  also  with  yams,  potatoes,  fish, 
and  (owl. 

.Saturday  the  10th,  sail'd  from  St  Sebastians,  little  wind 
at  S.W.,  steer'd  out  S.£.  between  the  island  and  the  main ; 
at  eieht  in  the  morning,  on  the  Monday  following,  we  an« 
chor^  before  the  city  of  Rio  Janeiro. 

Tuesday  the  ISth,  this  morning  wc  were  all  order'd  be- 
fore the  governor.  A  Dutch  surgeon  was  sent  for,  who 
spoke  very  good  English.  After  enquiring  into  our  misfor- 
tunes* the  governor  order'd  him  to  be  our  consul,  telling  us, 
that  we  should  have  a  convenient  house,  with  firing,  and 
eight  vintins  a  man  per  day  subsistence-money:  He  also 
desir'd  we  might  make  no  disturbance  among  ourselves, 
which  we  promis'd  to  avoid.  A  nobleman  went  with  the 
consul  to  look  out  for  our  habitation ;  thev  fix'd  on  a  large 
magnificent  house,  fit  for  a  person  of  quality.  This  being 
the  first  day  of  our  coming  ashore,  they  were  pleas'd  to  or- 
der a  dinner  and  supper  out  of  doors,  and  sent  us  where  we 
were  to  eat  all  together.  This  was  the  first  time  of  the  boat- 
swain's eating  witli  the  rest  of  the  officers  since  we  left  Cheap 
island.  The  consul  was  so  kind  as  to  send  us  a  table,  benches, 
and  water-pots,  and  several  useful  things,  from  his  own 
house ;  we  thought  ourselves  very  happily  sealed. 

Weduesday  the  14th,  this  morning  the  consul  went  with 
the  officers  and  people  to  the  treasury  for  our  money.  Mr 
Oakely,  surgeon  of  his  majesty's  land-forces,  was  desired 
by  the  consul  to  sign  for  it.  The  boatswain,  who  now  iook'd 
upon  himself  as  our  captain,  was  not  a  little  displeas'd  at 
this.  When  the  money  was  receiv'd,  the  consul  would 
have  given  it  to  the  surgeon  to  pay  us,  but  he  excus'd  him- 
self, telling  the  consul  the  boatswain  was  a  troublesome  man* 
and  it  might  occasion  a  disturbance,  on  whicu  the  consul 
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was  to  good  as  to  come  and  pay  it  himself.  Being  all  to<^ 
gether,  he  told  us  the  governor  had  order'd  us  eight  vintins 
a  man  per  day ;  but  at  the  same  time  had  made  a  distinction 
between  the  officers  and  seamen,  that  the  money  received 
was  to  be  pa\d  in  the  manner  following,  viz.  to  the  seamen 
six  vintins  per  man,  and  the  officers  tent  The  reason  of 
this  distinction  was,  that  the  seamen  could  go  to  work,  when 
the  officers  could  not,  but  must  be  oblig'd  to  live  entirely 
on  their  allowance.  This  distinction  caused  great  uneasi^ 
ness,  the  boatswain  insistir^  that  the  people  had  a  right  to 
an  equal  share  with  us.  The  officers,  willing  to  roaice  all 
things  easy,  desir'd  the  consul  it  might  be  so.  The  consul 
reply'd,  The  money  iihould  be  dispos'd  of  according  to  the 
governor's  direction,  or  not  at  all.  The  boatswain  then  ob« 
jected  against  the  cooper,  because  he  was  no  officer.  The 
consul  said.  Master !  1  believe  the  cooper  to  be  a  very  good 
quiet  man,  and  I  dare  say  will  take  it  as  the  men  do,  but 
sooner  than  this  lie  an  objection,  I  will  pay  the  money  out 
of  my  own  pocket.  The  boatswain  then  began  at  me,  abu* 
sing  me  in  a  very  scandalous  and  abominable  manner,  say- 
ing, among  other  things,  that  the  cooper  was  got  among 
the  rest  of  'he  pirates,  for  so  he  term'd  me  and  the  rest  of 
the  officr  When  the  money  was  paid,  we  acquainted  the 
consul,  that  we  had,  till  now,  been  separated  from  the  boat- 
swain, that  he  was  of  so  perverse  and  turbulent  a  temper, 
and  so  abusive  in  speech,  that  we  cuuld  not  bear  with  him. 
The  boatswain  then  chose  to  be  with  the  people,  and  gave 
us  the  preference  of  the  fore-room,  where  we  desir'd  to  be 
by  ourselves.  There  were  two  doors  to  our  room,  we  lock'd 
both  of  them,  and  went  to  take  a  walk  in  the  country :  At 
6ur  return,  in  the  evening,  we  found  the  doors  broke  open, 
and  a  small  sword  belonging  to  me  was  broke  an  inch  off 
the  point,  and  the  scabbard  all  in  pieces.  The  boatswain 
had  in  his  room  an  Irishman,  whom  be  sent  in  on  purpose 
to  quarrel  with  us.  This  Irishman  and  Richard  £ast,  one 
of  our  own  people,  fell  upon  the  cooper  and  me :  East  chose 
to  engage  with  me,  he  struck  me  several  times,  he  compel- 
led me  to  stand  in  my  own  defence,  and  I  soon  master'd 
him.  During  this  quarrel  the  carpenter  call'd  the  guards, 
at  the  sight  of  whom  the  Irishman  made  his  escape.  I  de- 
sir'd the  guards  to  secure  East  a  prisoner,  but  the  officer  told 
me  he  could  not,  unless  I  would  go  to  prison  with  him.  I 
told  him  it  was  my  desire,  and  accordingly  1  went.    The 
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prison  was  in  the  governor's  house.  I  had  not  been  there  but 
a  few  minutes  before  the  governor  sent  for  me;  he  enquir'd 
of  the  officer  concerning  the  disturbance,  and  order'd  me 
to  my  habitation,  but  delain'd  East  a  prisoner.     When  I 
came  home  I  found  the  boatswain  and  two  renegadoes  with 
him,  all  about  the  cooper.     On  seeing  me,  he  repeated  his 
former  abusive  words.     He  made  us  so  uneasy  in  our  lod- 
ging, that,  to  prevent  murder,  we  were  obliged  to  lie  out 
of  the  house.  Next  morning  Mr  Oakley  and  Mr  Cummins 
went  to  the  consul ;  he  came  with  them  to  the  houije,  where 
we  were  all  sent  for;  he  told  us  it  was  very  strange  that  peo- 
ple who  had  undergone  so  many  hardships  tind  difficulties 
could  not  agree  lovingly  togetht  r.    We  answer'd^  we  never 
used  to  mess  together,  and  sooner  than  we  would  be  with 
the  boatswiiin,  we  would  make  it  our  choice  to  take  a  house 
in  the  country  at  our  own  expence.    The  boatswain,  on 
'  iiearlng  this^  fell  again  into  his  usual  strain  of  slander  and 
abusive  language,  calling  us  rogues,  villains,  and  pirates. 
It  was  the  governor's  first  request  that  we  might  have  no 
disturbance  among  us,  yet  the  boatswain  hatli  not  sufier'd 
us  to  have  a  quiet  minute  since  we  have  been  here.    The 
consul  went  with  us  two  miles  out  of  the  city,  ut  a  fishing 
village,  where  we  took  a  house  at  our  own  expence,  to  pay 
at  the  rate  of  ten  shillings  per  month,  there  being  seven  of 
us  in  ail,  viz.  myself,  the  carpenter,  surgeon,  the  two  mates, 
the  cooper,  and  a.  seaman.   Here  we  thought  ourselves  safe 
and  secure.    The  next  day,  in  the  afternoon,  two  of  the 
Iroatswnin's  friends,  which  liad  lately  deserted  from  his  ma^ 
jesty's  service,  and  an  Irish  clerk  with  them,  came  to  pay 
us  a  visit.  They  were  so  impertinent,  as  not  only  to  enquire 
into  the  reasons  of  the  disturbance  aittong  ourselves,  but 
they  also  instructed  us  in  our  duty,  telling  us,  they  came 
from  our  commander  the  boatswain,  with  orders  to  see  my 
journal.     1  told  them  the  journal  shou'd  not  be  a  secret  to 
any  person  who  cou'd  read ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  wou'd 
never  part  with  it  to  be  copied  out:  They  then  drank  a 
glass  of  punch  with  us,  and  left  us.    This  is  a  place  that  a 
man  is  oblig'd  sometimes  to  suffer  himself  to  be  used  ill ; 
if  he  resents  all  afl'ronts,  he  runs  a  great  hazard  of  losing 
his  lite,  for  here  ruffians  are  to  be  hir'd  at  a  small  expence, 
and  there  is  no  place  in  the  world  where  people  will  com- 
mit  murder  at  so  cheap  a  rate.    Between  nine  and  ten  at 
night  three  people  came  to  our  door,  one  of  which  knock'd, 
telling  us,  that  he  was  the  person  that  was  with  mc  and  the 
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oooper  in  the  aAcrnoon.  Being  apprehensive  that  they 
came  with  no  good  intent,  we  ret'uH'd  opening  the  door, 
telling  them,  that  it  was  an  improper  season  oi^'  the  night, 
and  that  we  did  not  know  they  had  any  business  wilU  us, 
if  they  had,  we  told  them  to  come  in  the  morning :  But 
they  still  insisted  upon  the  door  being  open'd,  saying,  it 
would  be  better  to  do  so  than  to  be  taken  away  in  three 
hours'  time.  When  they  had  said  this,  they  went  away. 
We  did  not  know  the  meaning  of  their  words,  but  imagin  d 
they  were  gone  to  bring  some  associates  to  beset  the  bouse ; 
having  nothing  to  defend  ourselves  with,  we  got  over  the 
back  wall  of  the  house,  and  took  to  the  country  for  safety : 
In  the  morning  apply'd  to  the  consul,  who  remov'd  us  to  a 
Itouse  in  the  midst  of  the  village  ;  he  gave  an  account  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  design  the  boatswain  had  formed 
against  us,  either  to  compel  us  to  deliver  up  the  journal,  or 
to  take  our  lives;  and  therefore  desir'd  that  the  journal  and 
papers  might  be  deposited  in  the  hands  of  a  neighbour  there, 
till  the  time  of  our  going  off.  The  people  of  the  place  of- 
fer'd  to  stand  by  us  with  their  lives,  in  opposition  to  any 
persons  who  should  attempt  to  do  us  an  injury. 

Sunday  the  18th,  early  this  morning  we  were  sent  for  to 
the  consul.  He  said  to  us.  Gentlemen,  as  the  lives  of  three 
of  you  are  in  danger,  and  I  do  not  know  what  villainy  your 
boatswain  maybe  capable  of  acting,  in  regard  to  your  peace 
and  safety,  Til  endeavour  to  get  you  three  on  board  a  ship 
bound  for  Bah ia  and  Lisbon;  accordingly  he  went  to  the 
captain  of  the  ship,  who  consented  that  we  should  go  with 
him,  on  these  conditions,  tdal  the  governor  should  give  us 
a  pass,  and  that  we  would  work  for  our  passage ;  this  we 
agreed  to.  After  this  we  requested  the  governor  for  u  pass, 
which  he  was  so  good  as  to  grant,  and  is  as  follows : 

Kas  Fortalesas  sedeixem  passar. 

jSOJbril,  174«.  .  ...  , 

Podem  passar  par  Portugal  em  qualquer  Nao 
que  selle  ofreser  aemque  che  ponha  Impe- 
dimenlo  algum  Bahia,  I9  Mayo,  1742. 

"  Dizem  Joan  Bocli,  e  Joan  Cummins,  e  Joan  Menino, 

Inglezes 
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Inglezet  de  Narao,  e  Cazados  em  Inglaterra,  em  quetdm 
suaa  Mullerea  e  Filliot,  que  saedo  Omcais  de  Caiafate,  a 
Condestavel*  &  Joneiro,  de  imadai  Fragatai  Ingleaas,  dado 
a  Costa  de  Patagonia,  die  feiivel  a  portarem,  a  Oporto  de 
Rio  Grande,  donde  selUedeo  faculdade  para  passarem  aesta 
Cidade.  £  como  Naferma  do  Regimendo  de  ion  soberano 
Mati  vensem  soldo,  algum  desde  otempo,  que  Nao  Pagau 
detta  Fragata,  selhes  iVip  presis  a  passarem  a  Inglaterra> 
para  poderem  tratar  de  sua  vida  em  Compania  de  buus  far 
miiias;  para  ui^he  pretendem  na  Naude  Lisensia  passar  a 
Citade  aa  Bahia,  para  da  hi  Opoderem  farer  pura  Lisboa, 
na  primern  ocasio,  que  die  for  posivell,  e  sim  desda  Nao 
podem  intentar  dito  transporte. 

Quaime  sedigne  dar  die  Lisensia  que  nas  For- 
talesas  selhe  nas  ponha  Impedimento  a  sua 
Passagem,  Come  e  Costume  aos  Naciooaes 

decte  Keyne.  

.      .      v  V    A.  RovB^ 

The  foregoing  in  English  thus.        pibou^r. 

_       t  I       ij^'-.>  :lJi:»  u'fi 

<--A.     ,  '  Rio  Janeiro  Grand, 

From  all  the  Forts  let  them  pass,    r      - !  rr-j   "t^halrf?  hiy-i 

That  they  may  pass  to  Portugal  in  any  vessel 
that  offers  itself,  without  any  hindrance 
'  whatever,  to  Bahia,  May  19,  1742. 

"  JohnBodi,  [Bulkeley]  John  Cummins,  and  John  Young, 
of  the  English  nation,  and  married  in  England,  where  they 
have  wives  and  children,  the  one  being  an  officer,  the  other 
a  carpenter,  and  the  third  cooper  of  the  ship,  being  an 
English  frigate,  arrived  on  the  coast  of  Patagonia ;  and  at 
their  arrival  in  the  great  river,  t.  e.  Rio  Grand,  leave  was 
granted  them  to  come  to  this  city ;  and  as  in  the  service  of 
nis  majesty,  they  do  not  advance  any  money,  from  the  time 
that  they  paid  off  the  said  ship,  they  are  obliged  to  pass  to 
England,  that  they  may  be  enabled  there  to  se^k  their  live- 
lihood 
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lihood  for  their  retpcotive  families  :  Therefore  tbcir  desire 
that  they  may  pass  in  the  license  ship  to  the  city  of  Bahia, 
that  they  may  from  thence  go  to  Lisbon,  by  the  first  oppor- 
tunity that  shall  offer ;  and  that  without  the  said  ship  they 
will  not  be  able  to  perform  their  intended  design. 


''i^-ri 
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Leave  is  hereby  granted  them  to  pass  by  the 
said  ship  for  Bahia ;  and  we  command  all 
the  forts  to  let  them  pass,  and  not  hinder 
their  passage,  as  is  the  custom  of  the  na- 
tion of  this  kingdom. 

A.  Rov£." 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  8ollicitor*s  certificate,  i 

"  IsTO  he  para  que  todos  sabem  que  os  Senhores  Abaixo 
Komeados  y  hem  mal  afortunados,  nesta  Cidade  de  Rio 
Janeire  se  comportarao  com  toda  JDereysao  nao  dando  es- 
candalo  Apesoa  Alguma  e  Sao  Dignos  deque  Joda  pessoa 
posa  OS  favoreser  emoque  for  de  Ajudo  para  Sigimento  de 
sua  Viagem  omais  breve  possivel  para  Huropa. 

iiit--*-  John  Bulkelby. 

.n  j~   '.'■'•   '    <  John  Cummins. 

John  YovN«. 

»  -  ■■'  .  ' 

Jlye  1  de  Mayo  de  1742* 
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A  sim  que  Assiney  este  Papel  Como  Procu 
rador  Sosil  da  Nasao  Britanica. 

Pbdro  Henriques  Delaed." 


ui^i  »:ti*<^^rimnmH-     In  English  thus.      -■■  .■■ul    .m-..,;-,  .  ■ 

''  These  Presents. 
''  Be  it  known  to  all  persons,  tliat  the  under-signed  are  in 
a  deplorable  condition  in  this  city  of  Rio  Janeiro ;  who 
have  behaved  themselves  with  decency  and  good  decorum, 
not  giving  any  scandal  to  any  person  whatsoever,  and  are 
worthy  that  ail  people  may  have  compassion,  and  succour 
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them  ID  forwarding  their  voyage  with  all  expedition  to  Eu- 
rope. . 

John  Bulkklby. 
ftK.thi  .  John  Cummini. 

.^/ ite.  John  Young.     •  <«, 

Tkelttof  May,  174«.  k  .  m  >vv^.  . :  -a  t  '  ^       s 

1(1.  nn.      . 

-.:i>;u:)S  I  have  sign'd  this  paper  at  a  sollioitor  of  the 

''o>;  'i*si  i..  British  nation. 

.li       Pedro  Henriq;  Dblakd." 

Tueaday,  May  the  SOth,  this  evening  myself,  the  carpen- 
ter, and  cooper,  went  on  board  the  St  '1  ubes,  one  of  the 
Brazil  ships,  carrying  twenty-eight  guns,  Theophilus  Orego 
Ferrara,  commander,  bound  for  Bahia  and  Lisbon.  The 
people  left  on  shore  were, 

•  <!>      ;u>bt.j    John  Jones,  master's  mate,      f-       «> 

>f     .(  ^'H.i.     John  Snow,  ditto.  ^  ?•. 

/;  '.   n^.       t     Vincent  Onkley,  surgeon. 
John  King,  boatswain. 
.',;      ..     Samuel  Slook,  senman. 
.  •'•  1 1  I    John  Shoreham,  ditto. 
.,  •  ,     John  Pitman,  ditto. 
'  Job  Barns,  ditto. 

Richard  East,  ditto.  .^  , 

Bichard  Powell,  ditto. 


•U 


Wednesday  the  21st,  early  this  morning  the  captain 
came  on  board,  on  seeing  us,  he  ask'd  us,  how  we  came  on 
board  without  his  leave  f  Notwithstanding  he  gave  leave  to 
the  consul  for  our  passage,  we  ought  to  have  waited  on  him 
ashore.  There  was  on  board  the  ship  a  Spanish  don,  a  pas- 
senger, who  told  the  captain,  no  Englishman  should  go  in 
the  same  ship  with  him,  therefore  desir'd  we  might  be  turn'd 
ashore }  but  the  captain  insisted  upon  doing  what  he  pleas'd 
on  board  his  own  ship,  and  would  not  comply  with  his  re- 
quest. The  Spanish  don,  when  we  came  to  converse  with 
him,  was  very  much  mov'd  with  the  relation  of  our  misfor- 
tunesi  and  said  to  us,  though  our  royal  masters,  the  kings 
of  England  and  Spain,  are  at  war,  it  was  not  our  fault ;  that 
we  were  now  on  board  a  neutral  ship,  belonging  to  a  king 
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who  was  a  friend  to  both  nations ;  that  he  would  not  look 
upon  us  as  enemies,  but  do  us  all  the  itervice  he  could,  lie 
exloll'd  the  conduct  Hnd  bravery  of  Admiral  Vernon  at 
Porto  Beilo;  but,  above  all,  applauded  him  for  his  huma- 
nity and  generous  treatment  of  his  enemies.  He  made 
grcnt  encomiums  on  the  magniticcnro  of  the  Urititih  Heet, 
anil  the  boldness  and  intrepidity  of  the  sailors,  styling  the 
English  the  soldiers  of  the  sea.  He  supplied  us  in  our  pus- 
sage  not  only  with  provisions  from  hiit  table,  hu  -so  with 
wine  and  brandy ;  and  during  the  whole  voyage  (.<•;>  .ar'd  so 
diH'erent  from  an  enemy,  that  he  took  all  opportunities  of 
giving  U3  proofs  of  his  generosity  and  goodness. 

Friday,  the  7th  of  May,  IMtf,  this  mornirg  anchored 
before  the  city  of  Bahia,  went  on  shore  to  the  vice-roy, 
shew'd  him  the  pass  we  had  from  the  governor  of  Rio  Ja- 
neiro: He  told  us  the  pass  was  to  uispaijh  us  to  Lisbon, 
and  that  the  first  ship  which  Si  I'd  fro  v  hence  'ould  he 
the  ship  we  came  in;  we  petition'd  him  for  prov  ons,  ac- 
quainting him  of  our  reception  at  Rio  Grand  j  1I  Rio  Ja- 
neiro, that  we  had  hitherto  been  supnly'd  at  ikie  rate  v\f 
eight  vintins  each  man  per  day.  He  \.\  i  ed  supplying;  -r> 
with  any  thing,  upon  which  1  told  him  we  had  better  been 
prisoners  to  the  king  of  Spuin,  who  would  allow  us  bread 
and  water,  than  in  a  friend's  country  to  be  starv'd.  The 
captain  of  the  ship  we  came  in,  hearing  the  vice-roy  would 
not  supply  us,  was  so  kind  as  lo  go  with  us  to  him,  acquaint- 
ing him  how  we  were  provided  for  at  Rio  Janeiro,  and  that 
he  would  supply  us  himself,  if  he  would  sign  an  account  to 
satisfy  the  consul  general  at  Lisbon,  so  that  he  might  be  re- 
imburs'd.  The  vice-roy  answer'd,  he  had  no  orders  con- 
cerning the  English ;  that  he  had  letters  from  the  king  of 
Portugal  his  master  to  supply  the  French,  but  had  no  or- 
ders about  any  other  nation»  and  if  he  gave  us  any  thing  it 
roust  be  out  of  his  own  pu  ; ';  therefore  he  would  not  sup- 
ply us.  The  captain  thek  r  J  him,  that  we  were  officers 
and  subjects  to  the  king  of  England,  and  in  distress ;  that 
we  did  nut  want  great  matters,  and  only  barely  enough  to 
support  life,  uud  begrM  that  he  would  allow  but  four  vin- 
tins per  day,  being  but  half  the  sum  hitherto  allow'd  us. 
The  captain's  entreaties  avail'd  nothing,  the  vice-roy  conti- 
nuing as  fix'd  in  his  resolution  of  giving  us  no  relief  1  do 
not  believe  there  ever  was  a  worse  representative  of  royalty 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth  than  this  vice-roy;  his  royal 
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master,  the  king  of  Portugal,  is  very  well  known  to  have  a 
grateful  Hfiection  for  the  British  nation  (nor  can  we  believe 
he  is  so  Frenchify'd  as  this  vice-roy  makes  him)  his  deputy 
differs  greatly  from  him,  he  has  given  a  proof  of  his  aver- 
sion to  the  English.  We  think  persons  m  the  distress  we 
were  represented  in  to  him,  could  in  no  part  of  the  world, 
nay,  in  an  enemy'i  country,  be  treated  with  more  barbarity 
than  we  were  here  :  We  work'd  here  for  our  victuals,  and 
then  could  get  but  one  meal  per  day,  which  was  farina  and 
caravances.  At  this  place  we  must  have  starv'd,  if  I  had 
not  by  me  some  money  and  a  silver  watch  of  my  own,  which 
I  was  obliged  to  turn  into  money  to  support  us.  I  had  in 
money  fourteen  guineas,  which  1  exchanged  with  the  cap- 
tain who  brought  us  here  for  Portugueze  money ;  he  at  the 
same  time  told  me,  it  would  be  hard  upon  me  to  be  so  much 
out  of  pocket,  and  said,  if  I  would  draw  a  bill  on  the  con- 
sul general  at  Lisbon  for  the  sum,  as  if  supplied  from  him, 
upon  the  payment  of  that  bill,  he  would  return  me  my  four- 
teen guineas;  accordingly  a  bill  was  drawn  up  by  an  Eng- 
lish merchant  at  Bahia  and  sign'd  by  us,  being  as  follows : 

''  Nos  nbaixo  asignados  Joam  Bulkeley,  Joam  Cummins, 
8c  Joam  Young,  Vassalos  de  sua  Magg  de  Brittanica  El 
Rey  Jorge  Segundo,  declaramos  que  temos  recebido  da 
mam  do  Snor'  Cappam  de  Mar  e  Guerra  Theodorio  Rodri- 
fiues  de  ^aria  a  coanthia  de  Corenla  eloatra  Mil  e  Oito 
Centos  reis  em  dinheiro  decontado  comque  por  varias  vezes 
nos  Secorreo  para  o  Nosso  Sustento  des  o  dia  17  de  Mayo 
proximo  passado  athe  odia  Prezente,  por  cuja  caridade  ro- 
gamos  a  Dcos  conceda  mera  saud  Born  succesto  e  por  este 
pedimos  humildeme  te  ao  Snor'  Consul  Geral  da  Mesma 
Nacao  que  Aprezentado  que  este  Seja  nao'  duvide  em  Man- 
dar  Sattis  fazer  as  sobredito  Snor'  Cappam  de  Mar  e  Guer- 
ra a  reflferida  coanthia  visto  ser  expendida  em  Obra  pia  e 
que  o  Estado  da  no&sa  Mizeria  epobreza  tre  nao'  pode  pa- 
gar  e  por  passar  na  Verdade  o  RefTerido  e  nao'  sabermos 
Escrever  pedimos  a  Gabriel  Prynn  homeiii  de  Negocio  nes- 
ta  Cidade  e  Interprete  de  Am  has  as  Lingoas  ou  Idosmas 
que  este  por  Nos  hzese  e  Como  Testemunha  Asignase. 

S^o  44  800  re.  Bahia,  14  Setembro,  1742. 

John  Bulkeley. 
John  Cummins. 
John  Young* 

Como  TC'stamunha  que  fix  a  rogo  dos  Sobreditos, 

Gabriel  Prynn." 
The 
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"  We,  the  undersign'd  John  Bulkeley,  John  Cumtnins, 
and  John  Young,  subjects  of  his  majesty  King  George  the 
Second,  King  of  Great  Britain,  do  declare  to  have  received 
from  the  honourable  captain  of  sea  and  land,  Theodore  Ro- 
driques  of  Faria,  the  sum  of  fourty-four  thousand  and  eighl 
hundred  rees,  in  ready  and  lawful  money,  by  different  times, 
for  our  support  and  succour  from  the  17th  of  May  instant, 
to  this  present  date :  And,  for  the  said  charity,  we  implore 
the  Almighty  to  grant  him  health  and  prosperity.  And  on 
this  account,  we  numbly  desire  the  consul  of  the  same  na- 
tion, that,  by  these  presents,  he  may  not  omit  givine  full 
satisfaction  to  the  above-mention'd  captain  of  sea  and  land, 
for  the  said  sum,  it  being  employed  on  a  very  charitable 
account,  being  in  a  deplorable  condition,  and  not  able  to 
repay  the  same ;  and  we  not  knowing  in  what  manner  to 
write,  to  acknowledge  the  above  favours,  have  desired  Mr 
Gabriel  Prynn,  a  merchant  in  this  city,  and  interpreter  of 
both  languages,  that  he  may  act  for  us;  and  we  leave  it  to 
him  to  do  in  this  affair  as  it  shall  seem  meet  unto  him ;  and 
as  a  witness  to  this  matter  he  hath  sign'd  his  name. 

Say  44  100.  Bahia,  the  14th  September,  1742. 

John  BulkelEy. 

i>  ,;  John  Cummins. 

!'  John  Young. 

To  the  veracity  of  the  above  assertion  I  have  sign'd  my 
name, 

Gabeiel  Pbynn." 

Since  our  being  here,  we  have  been  inform'd  of  one  of 
his  majesty's  ships  with  three  store-ships  being  arriv'd  at 
liio  Janeiro,  suppiy'd  with  stores  and  men  for  the  relief  and 
assistance  of  the  Severn  and  Pearl,  (which  were  sail'd  be- 
fore in  January  last  for  Barbadoes)  and  that  our  people 
were  gone  on  board  of  them,  and  bound  for  the  West  In- 
dies. 

Here  is  a  very  good  bay  for  ships  to  ride  in,  with  the 
wind  from  E.S.E.,  to  the  northward  and  westward  back  to 
the  S.W.,  and  wind  to  the  southward,  which  blows  in  and 
makes  a  very  great  sea.  At  the  east  side  coming  in,  stand- 
eth  Point  de  Gloria,  where  is  a  very  large  fortification  with 

a  tower 
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a  tower  in  the  midst:  From  this  point  the  land  rises  gra- 
dually; about  a  league  from  hence  is  the  city  of  Bahia;  it 
is  surrounded  with  fortifications,  and  equally  capable  of  de- 
fending it  against  any  attempts  from  the  sea  or  land. 

Provisions  here  of  all  kinds  are  excessive  dear,  especially 
fish ;  this  we  impute  to  the  great  number  of  whales  that  come 
into  this  bay,  even  where  the  ships  lye  at  anchor;  the  whale- 
boats  go  oil'  and  kill  sometimes  seven  or  eight  whales  in  a 
day,  the  flesh  of  which  is  cut  up  in  small  pieces,  then 
brought  to  the  market-place,  and  sold  at  the  rale  of  a  vin- 
tin  per  pound;  it  looks  very  much  like  coarse  beef,  but  in- 
ferior to  it  in  taste.  The  whales  here  are  not  at  all  equal 
in  size  to  the  whales  in  Greenland,  being  not  larger  than 
the  grampviK.  After  living  here  above  four  months  without 
any  relief  iVcm  the  governor  or  the  inhabitants,  who  beha- 
ved to  us  as  if  they  were  under  a  combination  to  starve  us, 
we  cmbark'd  on  board  the  St  Tubes  with  our  good  friend 
the  captain  who  brought  us  from  Rio  Janeiro  :  We  sail'd 
from  mhia  the  1  Ith  of  September  for  Ljsbonj  in  company 
with  one  of  the  king  of  Portugal's  ships  of  war,  and  two 
East  India  ships,  but  the  St  Tubes  not  being  able  to  sail  so 
well  as  the  other  ships,  lost  sight  of  them  the  first  night. 
About  70  leagues  from  the  westward  of  Madeira  we  bent  a 
new  foresail;  within  two  or  three  days  afterwards,  we  had  a 
very  hard  gale  of  wind,  scudding  under  the  foresail,  and 
no  danger  hfippening  to  the  ship  during  this  gale.  When 
the  wind  had  ceas'd,  and  we  had  fair  weather,  the  captain, 
after  the  evening  mass,  made  an  oration  to  the  people,  tell- 
ing them  that  their  deliverance  from  danger  in  the  last  gale 
cf  wind,  and  the  ship  though  leaky,  making  no  more 
water  than  before,  was  owing  to  their  prayers  to  Nuestra 
Senhora  Boa  Mortua  and  her  intercession  :  That  in  grati- 
tude they  ought  to  make  an  acknowledgement  to  that  saint 
for  standingtheir  friend  in  time  of  need  :  That  he  himself 
would  shew  an  example  by  giving  the  new  fore-sail,  which 
was  bent  to  the  yard,  to  the  saint  their  deliverer :  Accord- 
ingly one  of  the  seamen  went  forward  and  mark'd  out  these 
words  on  the  sail.  Deal  esta  Truic/iado  pour  nostra  Senhora 
Boa  Mortua,  which  is  as  much  as  to  say,  I  give  this  fore- 
sail  to  our  saint,  the  deliverer  from  death,  'i'he  sail  and 
money  collected  on  this  occasion  amounted  to  upwards  of 
twenty  moydores. 

,  On  Monday,  the  2Sd  of  Noverohcr,  in  the  latitude  39 : 
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17  north,  and  longitude  6:  00  W.,  that  day  at  noon  the 
rock  of  Lisbon  bearing  S.  by  W.,  distant  sixteen  leaguen; 
we  steer'd  E.S.E.,  to  make  the  rock  f>efore  night.  At  four 
o'clock  it  blew  a  very  hard  gale,  and  right  on  the  shore  : 
The  ship  lay-lo  under  a  foresail,  with  her  head  to  the  south-' 
ward  ;  at  six  it  blew  a  storm  ;  the  foresail  splitting,  oblig'd 
us  to  keep  her  before  the  wind,  which  was  running  her  right 
ashore.  The  ship  was  now  given  over  for  lost,  the  people 
nil  fell  to  prayers,  and  cry'd  out  to  their  sainls  for  deliver- 
ance, offering  all  they  had  in  the  world  for  their  lives,  and 
yet  at  the  same  time  neglecting  all  means  tosavethemselve«; 
they  left  off  pumping  the  ship,  though  she  was  exceeding 
leaky.  This  sort  of  proceeding  in  time  of  extremity  is  a 
thing  unknown  to  our  Knglish  seamen  ;  in  those  ernergen- 
cies  all  hands  are  employ'd  for  the  preservation  of  tl)e  ship 
and  people,  and  if  any  of  them  fall  upon  their  knees,  'ti.i 
after  the  danger  is  over.  The  carpenter  and  myself  could 
by  no  means  relish  this  behaviour;  we  begg'd  thf  people 
for  God's  sake  to  go  to  the  pumps,  telling  them  we  h»d  a 
chance  to  save  our  lives,  while  we  kept  the  ship  above  wa- 
ter, that  we  ought  not  to  suffer  the  snip  to  sink,  while  we 
could  keep  her  free.  The  captain  and  officers  hearing  uh 
pressing  them  so  earnestly,  left  off  prayers,  and  entreated 
the  men  to  keep  the  pumps  going,  accordingly  we  went  to 

{>umping,  and  preserv'd  ourselves  nnd  the  ship:  In  half  an 
lOur  afterwards  the  wind  shifted  to  the  W.N.W.,  then  the 
ship  lay  south,  which  would  clear  the  course  along  shore  ; 
had  the  wind  not  shifted,  we  must  in  an  hour's  time  have 
run  the  ship  ashore.  This  deliverance,  as  well  as  the  for- 
mer, was  owing  to  the  intercession  of  Nueslra  Senhora  Boa 
Mortua:  On  this  occasion  they  collected  fifty  moydores 
more,  and  made  this  pious  resolution,  that  when  the  ship 
arrived  safe  at  Lisbon,  the  foresail,  which  was  split  in  the 
last  gale  of  wind,  should  be  curried  in  procession  to  the 
church  of  this  grand  saint,  and  the  captain  should  there 
make  an  offering  equal  in  value  to  the  foresail,  which  was 
reckon'd  worth  eighteen  moydores. 

On  Saturday,  the  28th  of  November,  we  arrived  at  Lis- 
bon, and  on  the  next  morning  every  person  who  came  in 
the  ship,  (excepting  the  carpenter,  myself,  and  the  cooper) 
ofhcers,  passengers,  the  Spanisii  don  himself,  and  all  the 
people,  men  and  boys,  walk'd  bare-footed,  with  the  foresail, 
jn  procession,  to  the  church  of  Nucslra  Senhora  lioa  Mor- 
tua ; 
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laa;  the  weather  at  that  time  being  very  cold,  and  the 
church  a  good  mile  distant  from  the  landing-place.  We 
Englishmen,  when  we  came  ashore^  went  immediately  on 
the  Change.  I  was  pretty  well  known  to  some  gentlemen 
of  the  English  factory.  When  I  inform'd  them  that  we 
were  tiiree  of  the  unfoitunute  people  that  were  cast  away 
in  the  Wager,  and  that  we  came  here  in  one  of  the  Brazil 
ships,  and  wanted  to  embrace  the  first  opportunity  of  going 
for  England,  they  told  me,  that  the  lieutenant  had  been 
before  us,  that  he  was  gone  home  in  the  packet-boat,  and 
left  us  a  very  indifferent  character.  I  answer'd,  I  beUev*d 
the  lieutenant  cou'd  give  but  a  very  bad  account  of  himself, 
having  kept  no  journal>  nor  made  any  remarks  since  the 
loss  of  the  ship,  nor  perhaps  before ;  that  we  doubted  not 
but  to  acquit  ourselves  of  any  false  accusations,  having  with 
us  a  Journal,  which  gave  an  impartial  relation  of  all  our  pro- 
ceedmgs.  The  journal  was  read  by  several  gentlemen  of 
the  factory)  who  treated  us,  during  our  stay  at  Lisbon,  with 
exceeding  kindness  and  benevolence. 

On  the  20th  of  December,  we  embark'd  on  board  his  ma- 
jesty's ship  the  Stirling  Castle  for  England :  Here  we  had 
again  the  happiness  of  experiencing  the  difference  between 
a  British  and  a  foreign  ship,  particularly  in  regard  to  clean- 
liness, accommodation,  diet,  and  discipline.  We  met  with 
nothing  material  in  our  passage,  and  arrived  at  Spithead 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1742-3.  Here  we  thought  of  no- 
thing but  going  ashore  immediately  to  our  families,  but 
were  told  by  the  captain,  we  must  not  stir  out  of  the  ship 
till  he  knew  the  pleasure  of  the  1— ds  of  the  A y,  ha- 
ving already  wrote  to  them  concerning  us.  This  was  a  very 
great  afhiction  to  us,  and  tiie  more  so,  because  we  thought 
our  troubles  at  an  end.  The  carpenter  and  myself  were  in 
view  of  our  habitations ;  our  families  had  long  given  us 
over  for  lost,  and  on  the  news  of  our  safety,  our  relatives 
look'd  upon  us  as  sons,  husbands,  and  fathers,  restor'd  to 
them  in  a  miraculous  manner.  Our  being  detain'd  on  board 
gave  them  great  anxiety ;  we  endeavour'd  to  console  'em 
as  well  as  we  could,  being  assured,  that  we  had  done  no- 
thing to  offend  their  1— — s ;  that  if  things  were  not  carried 
on  with  that  order  and  regularity  which  is  strictly  observ'd 
in  the  navy,  necessity  drove  us  out  of  the  common  road. 
Our  case  was  singular ;  since  the  loss  of  the  ship,  our  chief- 
est  concern  was  for  the  preservation  of  our  lives  and  liber- 
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ties,  to  accomplish  which,  we  acted  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  nature,  and  the  best  of  our  understanding.  In  a 
fortnight's  time,  their  1— — ps  order'd  us  at  liberty,  and  we 
instantly  went  ashore  to  our  respective  habitations,  having 
been  absent  from  thence  about  two  years  and  six  months. 
After  we  had  staid  a  few  days  with  our  families,  we  came 
to  London,  to  pay  our  duties  to  the  1— ds  of  the  A  y. 

We  sent  in  our  journal  for  their  1 ps'  inspection  :  They 

had  before  received  a  narrative  from  the  1 1,  which  nar- 
rative he  confesses  to  be  a  relation  of  such  things  as  occur'd 
to  his  memory;  therefore  of  consequence  could  not  be  so 
satisfactory  as  a  journal  regularly  kept.  This  journal  lay  for 

•ome  time  in  the  a ^y  o e,  when  we  were  order'd 

to  make  an  abstract,  by  way  of  narrative,  that  it  might  not 
be  too  tedious  for  their  1 ps'  perusal.  After  the  narra- 
tive was  examined  into,  their  1 ps,  upon  our  petition, 

were  pleased  to  fix  a  day  for  examining  all  the  officers  late- 
ly belonging  to  the  Wager.  The  gentlemen  appointed  to 
make  enquiry  into  the  whole  affair  were  three  command- 
ers of  ships,  persons  of  distinguish'd  merit  and  honour. 
However,  it  was  afterwards  thought  proper  not  to  admit 
us  to  any  examination,  till  the  arrival  of  the  commodore, 
or  else  Captain  Cheap.  And  it  was  also  resolv'd,  that  not 
a  person  of  us  should  receive  any  wages,  or  be  employi^d  ia 
bis  majesty's  service,  till  every  thing  relating  to  tlie  Wager 
was  more  plain  and  conspicuous.  There  was  no  favour 
shewn  in  this  case  to  one  more  than  another,  so  that  every 

body  seem'd  easy  with  their  1 ps'  resolution.    All  that 

we  have  to  wish  for  now  is  the  safe  arrival  of  the  commo- 
dore and  Captain  Cheap :  We  are  in  expectation  of  soon 
seeing  the  former,  but  of  the  captain  we  liave  as  yet  no  ac- 
count. However,  we  hope,  when  the  commodore  shall  ar- 
rive, that  the  character  he  will  give  of  us  will  be  of  service 
to  us :  He  was  very  well  acquainted  with  the  behaviour  of 
every  officer  in  his  squadron,  and  will  certainly  give  an  ac- 
count of  them  accordingly. 
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